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Sil' Wi'.li;: :11 U:lcr was a big man, but it is 1 

c!onbUul Y:hether thu ' aHempt to write a very 
bill: book about hirn 'l'(ill introdu~ his per:;on­
ality to a corresponding andience. This bio­
graphy runs to overj l .400 large octavo pages. 
·and is packed with' letters of which oqly a 
certain proportion 1need have been included. 
Many of them arc .amusing, moc,t uf them are 
of a persona.! nature, and all of them reveal 
the writer, but such voluminous · and repeti­
tionary evidence as tu the mat'lncr of man ··he 
cwas becomes unnecessary, and clearness may 
~e defeated by a blurring, of the portrait from 
too much detail. It is pleas:int to have cx­
J>ressed at once the only reservations which 
we have to make in commending to everyone 
Professor Harvey Cushiog's life of. Sir Wil­
liam Osler. . 

Osler was the typical humanist. He fol-
lowed the trend of thought which has had so 
marked an influence over the development of 
Chri.itianity. which obliterates the old concep­
tions of theology. and finds in a devoted ·in­
terest in the affairs of men a definite service 
f Gcd. P l·c fessor Cu5hing puts Oil the t,itle-

·p:ige u[ his book an extract from Osier's 
favourite author, Sir Thomas Browne, which 
iuns as follows :-

Tilus tlMt.c: are t\\o books !rom wbence J collect 
·• my divinity: beside• the written one of God. 

another of hi1 servant Xature, that universal and 
public m~nuscript, that lies expangoo unto the 

• eyes of all: t,i1ose that ne\.·er saw~ him in the one 
have discovere,J him iu tbe other. • 

A Great Clinician . 
. He was the greatest pe1·sonality in the medi­
cal world at the time of his death. By his 
cientific attainments he had. earned a pl:i.ce 

ln the first rank of physicians, and that place 
lie adorned by a keen cosmopolitan knowledge 
of men and fhings. and l,y large literary. ac­
.ivities which ranged ·through clinical. medi­

cine and everv side of scientific education, and 
'ncluded phil~sophical and biographical essays 

• and humorous disqu is itions. Wherever his pen 
travelled ,the subject was illuminated by clear 
thought, accurate knowledge of. literary prede-

' ce;sors, classical acwmplishment. playful wit, 
and the most deep and honest charity_ .\s a 
physician he was alike a great dinician and a 
great professor. In Canada. America. and, 
lastlv. at Oxford he displayed. the same ra.re 
cumbinat.ion of qualities-he could acqu.ire in­
formation untiringly. and could .disseminate it 
clearly. .\.11 these things emerge from Pro­
fessor Cushing's biography, and. further, it 
may be gathered iu what an all-round way 
Osler was a happy man. _\part from the t.rai;rc 

.stroke dealt him by the war. when he losit his 
only son. his life was fortunate throughout, 

1 for having reached high position· through. the 
merits of accomplishment and the forc;e and 
charm of goodness, his successes brought no 
envy ,iu their track. And his «bounding popu­
larity was the outcome of an unfailing and in­
stinctive desire to help all ,;yho came to him 
in the most practical way. without either flat­
tering his beneficiary or 1nyi ng him under a 
burdensome sense of obligation. He was an 
embodiment of the fact that- the science of 

·merlicine should know no racial tie. but should 
place itself at the d.L~posal of the ·world. 

• When War Came . 
. • Osler died iu December. 1919. and therefore 
the biography covers the· whole period of the 

1 war. There is. of course, a.ff abounding liten­
•tnre ·of the war, political and general, military 
and scientific. but even so there will be found 

• in these pages a picture which ha.s never been 
bettered of one aspect of it.. We see by Osier's 
letters how the five years of horror- and glory 
affected the man who, by his public position 
and private circurusta.nces. was deeply influ­
enc~ by events as they occurred from day to 
dav on . the Yarious fronts: In . his 'home at 
Oxford telegra,rrJB a.nd telephone .messages .eveil 
in peace tirr.e were a. frequent . ev!!nt, for iew 
in England could have had more numerous in­
timacies, but now thev poured in whencesoever 
the British or a.llied colours were t,o be·' found, 
and during a great pa.rt of· the war any one 

l of ithese messages might announce the death 
• of a much beloved and onlv son- We see 

} t~;0
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others. and when at last the blow, which he 
said that he had always expected,' came, he 
refused to break down : his work went on ap­
parently unaltered, and · both his private 
letters and his literary communic~tions con-

r tained their old note of brave cheeriness. Until 
the verv end of his life he gave no sign that 
he felt· alone or depressed. and the detailed 

r, descrip.tion of the last scene presents a won­
f. derful picture of gay courage. 
l., 
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