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I SIR WILLIAM OSLER. 

t "The Life of Sir William Osler.'( By Barv~y 
t Cushing. Two Volumes, (O:dord, Olaren• 
f don Press. 37s. 6d.) 
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l. (By Dr, c. w. iSaleeby,) 
I What joy!ul excitement among medical 

r• 1 students in l~dinburgh just a quarter of e. ~ 
t century ago! For Ot;ler, the incomparable 
e -Osler, was ctm1iug !rorn: ;J't)hns Hopkms to b 
i our Prof~sor of Medicine. To . ibis • great 
~ tenching i;cbool the greate11t teo.cher in the 
;f history of medicine wo.s coming to crown the 
d c1irriculum of each of us. But influenza laid 
r him low aud caused him to change his mind. 
µ Edinburgh 106t much, and '1"e who should 
'B have spent at least two years in his mar
d vellous company lost irreparabl;y, but doubt-
1a less mankind at large gained, for the brown 
a liU!e Cornishman's lun~s were never made 
~ to withstand those Northern winters, and ~ 
tt pneumonia:, hiG lifelong enemy, ,would have ~ 
~ killed him many years before it took its war- i 
n made chance in the South. Not for himself, 1 

d but for the human ra-oo, Osler bated that * 
: di~ease, with the ard-ent, steady, laborious 1 
f hate ,Yhich he devoted also to typhoid and ◄ 
t tubercle; and at the end of his life we were ~ 
e Rs impotent agninst it os when he was born, 

wventy years earlier. All our lung therapy, 
1 os he wrols himself from his deathbed, js i 
, futi.Je. This is the ,most deadly of the acute : 

diseas,es; its I toll of life is monstrous, I 
tho~gh ex::icted in ,a. cornpara.~ively Il:lerciful f 

• fash10n. A systematic campaign for its pre- 1 

' vention-it can largely be prevented-has ~ 
• long been overdue, but when it comes we '' 

,. shall be without the master-physician of the 7 
1 age, whose cllnical knowledge always led him ~ 
,f on to prevention, and made him one of tho 
n !ife-givi~ destroyers of typhoid and tubercle !v. 
Y nnd venereal disease. ai 
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~ ' 'Botn in & Cti,nadian p~rliOnage, William ff/ 
1• Osler was a, very C€Jtic Celt, but' a Celt 6eli- tt, 
it controlled ei;id di5<:iplined, who could set tl 
-e himoolf so vast a task as the writing of a ~ 
lt text-book of medicine, o.nd keep it up to date 
,,e through endless editions-for it has never 
;~ been equalled, bas gone into almost o!l 
ls languages, and jnto not only medical 11 
,. libraries, ,but the trnvellinis trunks of most CS 
>f A m<lrican ladies for several <le~ades. First b. 
y of all, and next, n·nd to the end, we must d, 
t. leorn, and all medical progress depends upon J, 
~- the tenching:.given to .biin wr,u is to h.e~nm"- ~ 
Ji the learned doctor. 06ler was in the very 
1- first class in 'balf"a-dozen fields, but, above I 
• 0 all, he was the tireless, kindly, irresistible, 
is • iconoclastic but conciliatory reformer who, 

! 
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:d "·hen called to the United States from his 
r<l chair in Montreal, found tne,dical education 
£. in that great country at a shockingly low 
~; level, and raised jt, by his personal genius, 
18 to its present glorious status. In his native 

Canada, in the lond of bis adoption, and 
Ii,, during the last fourteen years of his life, as 

Regius Professor of Medicine ot Oxford, 
Osler ta,ugbt medicine, and, by means of hiB 
text-book, is teaching it still, as no man has 
ever taught it before. j 

He is fortunate in bis biographer, Dr. ,, 
)llatY,f!,¥ ,Cushing, who now occupi~, in the 
1>tirgp',y of the br,a.in and 6pinal cord, the 
' laQe 16llg beld in this country by Sir Victor 

' • ub·ect 
will ensure for thi's fine piece of work an, / 
enormous sale in the United States, whic 
owes even more than nny other country i 
the world to Osler, for he " mndl' it possibl 

:II for m1Jdica.l stu<lents in Ameri,·n in work 
the bedsi<lo in ti1I' wardR." 'J'hA gre • 
doctor had a '11.oµcterlul pen. No mci:abero{ 
his profession ~lnce Sir Thoma;i Browne, hi!! 
own favourite and exemplar, ha'! ,nit~ a& 

we]J as he <liJ . From his published ad
dresses 8:_nd his private l~tters Dr, Cue.biog 
has contri~ed ~o let h½n tell bis own ~tory in 
mos~ iascmatmg' fai;hiou. To read·dt is an f 
inspiration, 86 it wa11 to meet that black- i 
eyed, kind-hearted man ' in the flesh. , It 4 

mnkes one feel mean and idle and tri.,,ial. f 

Not that Osl~r wa:~ i~capable of playing, or 
11ho,:e prnct1cal iokong-for from that. 
Dul'mg nearly the whole of his li[e he "·ns a 
teelot,!'ller, nod why should ho haYe been 
anytlnng else, for he illuntroted in each 

1 <lernde the Ppigra_m of Goethe, that " Youth 
1,; dr1111kenno><q wothouL wino" ? Jle wns a, 1 

<'f'llil\ extrovert, flowing frooly wilh life all 
f th" time: noth.iog from without w,o.s re-

I (Jl'.ll'<'d t0 unl0rk the trpnsury of his lwnrt and 
111,nd - ,- treasury inder,1. alld nnb a gravP, of \ 

I knowlt,dge, lo quote from Sir Thomas 
;B_Eow~_h1m(;elf. \ 

He had 11. ma·~Ler-rnind, incredible in
dustr.v, a memory ·which, llS revealed in his j, 

J~tters, makes an:v ordinary person feel Jike 1, 

Sir John i\Iac11lister, who plainly tells U6 that Ji 
he can remember only the date of " the battle i• 
of Waterloo, 1066 "; but tbe quality whi ch 
made, O1,Jer consummate was none of these. 
It was_ that aU-loving h1>a.rt; wHich ,;urpassed 
the skilled eye and ear in the siok room and 
the e?c.rclopnedic scholarship in ' the 
~ca,dem1c t_h(1atre or on the platform. This 
1t was which gave him his power to briner 
!nen aml couutrie» and clRRhing , ,·estNl 1 

mtereAl!< together, to transl'end the pitiful 
Cha.uviuisms which disgrace th<1 art 0f heal- ; 
ing- as .iJ \\'e, wer,e not "all red insidP " as 

' 60mPone told him-nnd to "·ork with' mrn 
like Hir John lllacalister for t hA rrrnlion of 
the Hoyal Societ_y oI !II e<linino and the Fe!-

• lowship of "Mc<li?ine, which now RO greatl_y 
1. senes 1,he F,nglrnh-Rpen king -rrol'id nntl 010 

~ cause of Anglo-Americ!lll friend!'.liip. 'l'hno , 
t was g<'nius jn !,is personRl mnnnrr: lo<'. nevn l 
t gave offE'nr,e,, 1·et. M Dr. Cw,hing <.;R_v&. 110 I 
l uue £' ':':: Id Rpea!, co1_1°r, ·11ti,·,, 1y l11 him ngni n.- t, j \ 

Ills will, and yet his house in Haltirn ure wn!'. ' 
known as the" Open Arm!'.," and, oi. l',ir q 
iHumphry Rolleston tol<l a vast audience on 
t~10 wirele_ss the otlier cveuing, "nll his profe«- J 

f s10nal M,eistant8 had la.tchke.vs lo his home I ! 
I What manner of ma_i~~::s this f ~ 

f 
f 

He died in 1919, liis r<'@iRt,an,•e ngRinsL his 
ol_d enemy having been sopped b.v the Jog,; of 
his beloved 6011, Heverc, in Lhc war. ,v0 

should have had anot.her tifte('n ;y,,nrs of him. 
He was ca.lled the "Young Man's Frieud," 
and young moo of medicine now l1a\'e need 
of him_. He ,ronld ha.ve gui<led and inspired • 
them 10 the new a·ge which da"·ns, 110w that 
the great preventible disease.<, which he 
hated are being wiped out. It is an acre of 
more than preventive, of nothincr less than 
creative medicine, wherein then factors of 
health o.f mind and body are being defined 
&iDd applied from inlanoy, na·y, during ex
pectant motherhood, as in the conque,;t of 
cretinism by iodine. The great rnedicin~ 

'\ man who d,t!Bpi~d practically all 'Ilediciuer, l 
F. ., would ht1vp bPen, ll w,gh\y chnmpion in that 1 

r' reform of.medieal education which will tMch i 
f,, tbe laws of nutrition ra~ber than the limit- ~ 
~ fof d~es of _a toxicological armamentarium, ll 
l and, w1,ll_ ujt_,ma·tely supersede even the 'art j 

of rned1cme itself b_y an enlightened vision of }IJ 

the art of l.j.fe.. To this end, jn soms womb & 

i or cradle or scholar's cl,oset somewhere may ~ 
! Heaven _now be rnaturmg for us another .p 

i. Osler, with the poet'R power of divine crea.- ~ 
lion 11pon l,ho~e aronnd him:- - ti 

I 'l'h l I: e .gent eman of pcrft-ct blood acknowle<l"cs 
his perfect blood : . " 

'l'hn insulter, the p,rostitute, the angry person, 
the begga1• see themselves in tho wa.y8 of 
him-he strangely transmutes them 

'l'hey a.re not vile any more- they 'hardly 
know themselyes, they &re so gro,~n. 1 
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