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SIR W[LLf4¥ OSCER \ 
One Great PA,mian Write8 the Lilt1 • 

ol Anot/ur l I 
The Ltte ot Slr,.,,_,t\ltam Osler, by Har- ·I \ 

;~:sa~u■h1ng; J vol.a., Oxt:>rd Universtt]t 

Dr. Cushinl", surgeon-In-chief of the 
Peter Bent Brigham Hosi!ltal and pro
.tenor ot ourg-ery at Harvard medical 
achool for the past dozen '.-years, WU 

for several years on the s\atr ·ot the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, under the mas
ter physician of whom he writes . 
.Thou«h he modestly calls this work 
only the "outlines" of the notable and 
varied achievements of Sl°i- William Os
ler, it stands nevertheless as one of the 
great biographies of the Y('ar. Into the 
two volumes of 685 an4 728 pagel!I, re
spectively, he has packe'ii one ot thfi 
most fascinating life Btories imagin
able-a story of vital Interest tar be-· 
yond the limits of the medical profes
sion to which Lt makes its first appeal. 

There are many, of course, to whom 
the name of Dr. Osler suggest• little 
more than his much distorted i,emark 
about the 1l8elessness of men over 40 
and t he desirability of getting rid of 
them . His remark had been made in 

t. whimsical spirit at a banquet given In 
his honor when he was leaving America 

• for England. He was modestly trying to 
,; tell h is colleagues that they would not 

·1ose much by his m igration from Johns 
Hopkins to Oxford. Taken seriously In 

• rr:an y quarter• , the remark gave a new 
' Yerb-- to oslerlze-to t he language, and 
~ gaYe. new poin t to the danger of hu-

mor o n the part of a man whom the 
! world has come to take ;-ery seriously. 
~ Dr. Osler was a nat!Ye of Canada, an 
, Am H ican by adoption, and spent the 

'
' late r y ears '.! his busy life in the Eng
l land of h is ancestry. His father , a 

Cambridge graduate, was· a mlsslona.ry 
on the Canadian frontier, and there the 
8on was born in 1849, the youngest o! 
a family of nine. He got the berdnnlngs 
of his medical education at McGill, bu 
he remained a student o! medicine as 
well as a teacher through the next 
halt- century. For 10 y ears b., was on 
the ~IcGIII faculty, and while there 
made a record of more than a thousand 
autopsies. In 1889 he went to Jol\ns 
Hopkins , and in the years that followed 
he made that school famou,Vthe worlri 
over. While there he wrote his famous 
text book, "Principles and Practice of 
Me"dicine", which made him fl.nanclally 
Independent. In this country and dur
ing his later years at Oxford he was tlte 
leading medical publicist of bis day. He 
was a man ot tireless energy, and his 
devotion to the great profession of 
which the who!e world recognized him 
as a leader did not pre.-ent him from 
work In other fl.elds. He waa a oook 
,lover who founded and, promoted li
braries In two worlds, curator of the 
famous Bodlelan Library, and a director 
of the Oxford University Press, which 
now brings out this monumental work. 

Dr. Cushing naturally gives special 
emphasis to his qualities IUI _a teacher, 
to his wonderful genius and frlendshlt,, 
to his cosmopolitan spirit, and t11 hfs 
tact in composing differences among 
his colleagues. Dr. Oaler did not ma;ry 
until. he was 43, and he always advised 
his medical students to delay man1ag_e 
until w_ell established In their pro!es'
sion. From 1906 until his death In 1919, 
at the age of 'i0,1he was In. Englan,t ex
cept !or brief visits to America. He did 
hlB bit In the world war. 'He wu a 
physician to the end, taking notes and 
,eadinl' medical books, and when they 
tol(f him- that he would get well, \le 
smiled and said ·to his nur■e: . "Ah, ■la
ter, we know, don' t we?~ and hi.a chief 
regret was that he would .not be able t -
see ths post mortem. Dr. Cushlnir's 
1vork fs well indexed and has many 
Illustrations. .lt Is written with schola.r-

ughnesB, and everywhere tn the 
ltl,j/ie I frle d and oted 

upll toward a grea 
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