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Sir ·wmiam O~ler occupied a unique 

• -position; te was Ure most wide~Y 
known and best beloved physician m 

the 'world. He made an indelible i~
pression on {he teachings and practice 

of medicine in three countries-Can
ada the lJnlted States and .England: 

He 'u-..·ed the number of years allotted 
by the I,)68.!mist to man, and each suc

ceeding year of his Ufe he added to 

, hi!! mental stature by taking thought, 
and to his emotional profundlty by 

doing deeds of kindliness. -
He was the son of an Anglo-Saxon 

pioneer parson. Featherstpne Lake 
()&!er, and of Ellen Free Pickton, a 

c.;t, who went from Cornwall ~o tt_e 
~Ttnee of Toronto in 1837. His 

•:>tritual parents were He,rmes. and 
• ~nerva, and,. he had three god• 
• tmheni--a parson, Arthur Johnson; a 

1.:-ivsictan. .James Bovell, and a pro

h;sor, Robert Palmer Ho.ward-and to 

~em ?~. d_tdlc?,~ed . tti~ best an!i m~s 
~eiy read text book on the practice 

t/! medicine ever writuin. 
II, had a. genius for friendship ttat 

fll!l'.~ed anything I have ever known 

A.t· h~e .to know; he had a capacity 
~or quick and accurate observation 

which is not vouchsafed to one man 

1n a thousand_; he had a prehe~ile 
mind to which synthesis and logic ap
pealed; he tad a liking and capacity 

for work that resembled thooe of The
odore Roosevelt, and he loved his .fel

lows. • When they <were ill he added 

grea~ tenderness to his rove. He was 
playful, prankful and guileless, ·with 
the face of ai sphinx and the expres-

11.ion or· an ascetic. To cap all, he had 
exhaustless humor and boundless gen
erosity. He ,was a scl~olar without 

pedantry. a scientist without prete_n
tion. a wit without venom. a h umanrst · 

v.ithout scorn. Small wonder that he 

was the man without an enl!my. 

A Great Ulography. 

One of bis most beloved friends :a.n'.1. 
esteemed pupils has .,..,it ten· his biogra
ph)~, and at the same. time achieved one 
of the most difficult of all tasks: he has 
]<~pt himself out of the book, and re
frained from eulogizing the subject. 
'];here are many biographies of physi
cians that merit the designation '"great_'' 
among them John ).lorley's "Life of 
Jerome Cardan," Rene Va.llerey-Radot'B 

~

·,•. 'Tie de Pasteur," Stephen Paget."s "!-'l~e 
of Victor Horsley." Agnes Reppher_s 
•'Llte of William "\,\7tite,". and to . th'."· 
list must be added Harvey Cushing s 

·•Life of Sir Willl'a m Osler." 
i, , Osler did three_ great things for _yie_dl

cine·: he conceived and effected · bedside 
teaching;' he demonstrated the value of 
history as a p_edagogic:rl agency and of 
culture a.s a ,huma.nizing one, and he 

~~ eucceeded to tnak.e the · medical world 
heed that cure . meant prevention. lie 

, had but 011,_ fundamental dislike: ch,i..u-. 
. -1,ini'l,!ll- One- abiding;-«lisdain: . ~l admi.

·: rari; one _aupreine contemp~:: "pretence,-
, •• •lfe cquld ..11ot abide .a.. ifakel"~ ui~ess h 

- ar--- -fu'1l)." ~<"!.;.,.ttt.f. D-l!"'~ - . . , 
tolerance.. 4~ -~,. -"' ~ ... • ' ,,. • 

Ou his se~tl.ith birtl;ldaY 1\is rorme_r · 
pupil!! .,.0 4 intIIl\1-te ·colleagues of 
country sent to , Oxford two ml!mor • 
volumes, made .up of tb,&-Contrlbutfon. 

· to the sale.nee and a.rt tliat ·he , ;ttad fOI!:' 
tered and develdr,ed. ReplYing to ,f>!:• . 
fellow reghJs professor of medicine· In 
Cambridge, who made ,~~ presentation, 

• he ~said: - • • 
"Among •multJple acknowledgment, 

ean lift one liknd to - heaven tha.t t 
was born. .of honest parents. t-hat 
modesty, humility, patience and veracity 
Jay In the same egg, and came !nto th 
...-orld wl.th ml!. To have had a. happy 
borne ln which unseltl.shnes_s rt>l_gned, 
parents whose self-sacrifice _remains a 
blessed memory, brothers 11-nd slster9 
helpful f&r beyond tb.e u$U&l meas-
ure _ a.II these make .a. picture de-
lightful to look bac~ upon. Then 
to hav~ had the benediction of frlend-
11hip follow one like a. shadow, to ha~e 
always had the sense of comradeship 
in• work without the petty pinpricks 
of jea.l~usies and coritrovel'.9\es, to 
be a.ble to rehearse In the sessions 
or sweet silent thoui:.Pt .the experiences 
of long' years without a single bitter 
memory-to have and to do all this 1\lls 

--a-"' a-rS1.titude. 'fhat three 

_ .......... 

.,,,. ...... ...._-----~ _,.... ·----.-
and .Johns Hopkins. In the forr;ner herl 
stayed five years; In the latter fifteen . 
. he temptn.tlon to respond !avorabl.y to 
h.e ,:ai.i,t;..-.om- ~evr Yorli - ~.,.y,.~eaL • 
nd great~r still that from Eldlnburgh. 

' ut t emptation for Osler was created to 
resisted and there was Q. star that : 

lded him as It ~ lded the wise · men of 1 

e East; he had l)ut to follow It at ,• 
lght. and to be counseled 4llrlng the 
ay by the voice that once had counseled I 
ocrates to reach ~a goal; a true know!- j 
ge of hlmself and of his relations to 

ls fello'ln!, and to plant his banner 
1tere. beal"ing the m11.5terword in medl-

e, wvrk. ' . 

Called to Oxford. 

, ·Then s:ame the call Jo Oxford. He bad 
een ln the h,i;rness actively -for thirty 
ears and the ~ad had begun to drag · 
. e burdens that . he bad not only wlll~ 
ngly borne b1:1t sought had begun to 
~ nd him, and the un!h!lshed literary 
. mertal ot many years clamored for 
cademl.c Ielsure and !avora-ble envtron
ent. Oxford was the place and Osler 
as the very m:a.n ~ Going for good 

- eant farewells; and out of one of them 
owed a. stream of notorJety which. !or 
tjme, threatened to,..l.i:own him. The day 

· -h<.• ~ v,&VC -ft;> ~,t• stu,;ier,ts, '!Ol • 

agues and trustees, Jn a'n. address in 
hich he discussed many problems ot 
niverslty llfe ; particularly the danger 
f staying too lgng In one place, and the 
anger of not thrusting opportunities 

d responsibilities upon_ young men._-he 
as not s•ure whether lt was Anthony 
roUope who suggested that there should 
e a college into which men of sixty r&

·lred for a year' s eontemplatlon befor~ a 
aceful departure by cilloroform. but 
are was much to be "!\Id i.,) favor of 

,t-the journalese render!ng of this was 
Osler reC1'.lmmends chloroform at sixty." 
he storm gathered during the nijrh-t It 
oke in the East the ' following m~rn

ng and by the evening it had spread 
hroughout the country. 

Every man and womiµt above 60, or 
pproachlni. It. would seem to have been 

rooted. Followin~ the acrimonious 
scusslons ·o.! the • newspapers and the 

a~stic cartoons. cam.e the stucied mag
µme articles proving that Enoch not 

nly begot Methuselah after he was 60 
ut walked with God ; that -Edison wa; 
n.. the hefday. of hfs Inventive activity ; 

that Ford would practicajlze fl ying after 
e chloroform age and that Clemenceau 

~-ould save the world for democracy 
erhe.ps for socialism. For a short time'. 

!t looked as If the man w ithout an 
enemy had l'?st his disti.Jlction. Again. t 
his in ne r voice counseled him w isely. 
He did not attempt to explain ; he ~ou id 
not be persuaded to refute the alleged 
tatement. He ha,hsaid the truth, and 

the truth sufficed ,Villlam Osler to the a 
end. 
• Of the many extraordinary things In 
• r. Cushing's adequate and appealing 
_biography, none Is more arresting than 
the account given of the • ,birth of the 

ockefeller Instit11te for Medical Re
arc:i and the par,t that Osler uncon

-scious iy praye4 In it 'throw;h his text
ook. A y-oung man who hB.<i access to 

. he ear of John D. Rocketeller read it 
nJ ~ ?..~ !<!'Praised nf th_e fertile field 

• waiting planting- by preventive medl
ine. The crops that have b<le.11 harvested 
ave been enormous, but they are as
aught compared with tb()&e about to 

garner~d. . -How 1;tu,e. tf:_ts gener&.lly 
p.r~lateit .that the ;c;',)~l:,.suc~d• of 
, --P-aaama:."O~ -~-~•··1.i"" •• ,;q, 

brgas, !1-8 to Bunau-V~J.l,, BJ1t:· tbJi:t. t 
sler mediated Jll!.s appoMi:ne'ht \o the ,, 
omnttssion. and 8tru less · th" 1eadlng • 
rt 98\er p~.ed In decap1iat1nc tl).e 

orgon typhoi4 fever - 1n • this coUJ2try· 
lrty years ago. 1 :._ .,._ • • 
In England Osler &c1ded to . hfa ,:ultura1 

am_e. He was made J)Fes.ident of the 
ibliographlca\ Socletl; of- th.e Aihmo

ean Society and to cap them all of the 
lassical Association, an hon,er which 
robably plea11ed !iim as much or rnor& 
han any 'that ha(} ever eome to hlm.' 
nd the address t_o (t _which embodied 

the vhole splrit of his Ideal cost him the 
ea test lj.~ of his_ II ff>. 

, He found great joy In England, but 
a found also his greatest sorrow. for 
is son. a singul_ar combination of his 

mother's suaviter ·and his father'11. fort!. 
er W1l.3 killed in the war. It · ,Ud not 

.!11 Osler, It only killed his desire . to 
ve .... Like his mastei;, Sir _ Thomas 
rowne, he knew that oblivion is not to 

hfred and that t'he night of time 
t:P1>r~s1;th . th·e day. .. ·J!e _ had lived 
ve-.-Y moment ot nfs· day;'· and evei,y
.crnr had 'been joyous; save o:qe, and he 

d never stoppe(f t1> compute his fa.c!U
les. He d!ed as ne had Uved, like a 
aratpon runner taking th& hurdle. 
Dr. Cushlng'e biography ll!'documented 
d detailed. H l.!I the kind of blogra': 

hy ot Osler that should exist, bot there 
hould be another made •tronl it: the 
ory of his life and- the charm of his. 
rsonality In narrative form followed 

y Interpretation, eharacterizatlon and 
e.stlmatlon. The pres~nt one will be re~ 

!ved gratefully by his' former 'pupils 
....... ..:i ,..,..u .,,,.<T1,.,., ~ h v hlc:a rnnnPCtlon~ A..nd 



t o the s. a.ience a nd art that he had tos,tered and developed. Replying to hi 
fellow regius professor o! medicine 1 
Cam-brfdge, who made the presentation, 
he "llaid: · 

"Amo~ mulpple acknowledgment 
can lift one hla.nd to heaven that · 
·v.-as • born, of 11onest parents, tha 
--modesty, humlfit)·, patience and veraci~ laY-'in the same egg, and came into th 
; world }"Ith ml!. To have had a happ 
home in which unselfishness n>lgne · 
J)arents whose sel!-sacrlflce ·remains 
blessed memory, brothers and slste 
helpful far beyonld the usual meas
ure - all these make a picture de. 
ligbtful to look back· upon. Then, 
to haw, had the benediction of friend 
1<hip follow one like a shadow, to hav • 
always had the sense of comradeship 
1n work, without the petty pinpricks 
<>! jealousies and controversies, to 
be alile to rehears& in the sessions 
or sweet, silent thought the experiences 
or long yeru'S without a single bitter 
memory-to ha,·e and to do all this fills 
the heart with gratitude. That three
transplantations haYe been borne sue-, 
cessfully Is a witness to the· 'brotherly 
care with which you ha,·e tended me, 
Lo\·ing our profession., and b2lieYing1 
ardently in its future, I haYe •been con

-tent to liYe in and for it. A mo,·in! 
ambition to be-come a good teacher an 
a sound clinician was fostered by op
portunities of an exceptional character, 
and any success I ma:,· ha,·e attained 
must be a.ttributed In large part to the 
11.mceas!ng kindness of colleagues and to 
a Jong series of devoted pupils whose 
■ucc-ess In life Is my special pride." 

There ls the man, modest, grateful, 
appreciative. He attributes his ma
terial, success to wbat ot,hers have done 
for him ; his spiritual to his lnherltancy, 
Had he added that, early In life. he ha 
a vision and had striven heroically an 
"'"brked laboriously. to make It con· 
crE>te for the benefit of mankind, an 
{hat extraor.dinary succe.ss had attende 
his elrorts, • h'<I would have explained 
William Osler and.•hls career. ~ 

, : A. ca,adlan Bo7hoo<1, 
What mor~ De('d be said of .hi 

J)arenfs? They struggled successf-ully 
,..Ith the virgin eoll and primitive clvlll 
:r:ation; the father ornamented his pro · 
!essic;m, and ·the mo-ther fulfilled boun 
teously he,r destiny; she mothered eight 
children, four or whom became famous. · 
The youngest, the- subject of this biog. 
rapby, was In nowise remarkable as a. 
child or boy: .. 

"I started fn life with just an ordl 
nary everyday stock of brains. In my 
..ehooldays I -~ much, more bent upo '• 
Jlillschlef th:tn upon books, but as soo • 
as I got interested In medicine I h 
only a single Idea: to, do the day's wor 
that was 'before me just as faithfully 
and honestly and ene~etically as w,1ts 

'in my power." . 
And this he did to the day of his d~ath. 
He wa.s steered lhto medicine by a. 

Btrange mixture of scientific and· pletlA• 
tic a.rdor, James Bovell and he studied 
and Kraduated at MeGUI Medical School, 
them' a. -)prc,prietaTy , inititutlon at the 
head ot which was. R. 'Palmer Howll.rd, 
"'ho by pos51'ssions and conduct Influ
enced Osler's life, for he said of him 
thtrty-!lve I years later: "I have never 
known one In whom was more h'l.ppily 
combined a stern sense of duty with the 
mental fr-esh.ness pt youth." •· 

He went abroad and while lncreaslng
Ji.18 knowledge of medicine laid the foun
da tlon ot trlend,hlp and lntlruacies 
"·Mch years later after he had b,;,come a . 
lfamo,u.s teacher, facilitated a call to one 
of the most ornamental professorship, 
In Great Brl.taln. , At 2B he had a chair 

•; Jn hi• alin;a. mater. _In ten years he 
• ,.,.,.nt to the top. Then began that series 
of calls to collefes a.rid universlt1ea here 
and a.broad which did not cea,ie eo long
•s h6 Jived. Re, refused them all 11ave 

1 thoaa of the Unlnralty ot Pennaylva.nla , t r • • 

,( 

a.'1 r0n H d. Follnwir.-;; th e a cri:nnnious 
discussions oJ the newspapers and the 
caustic cartoons, cam_e the stuC:ied mag
_azine articles proving that Enoch not 
-only begot Methuselah after he was 60, 
but walked with God ; that Edison was 
In . the he,·day of his inventl\·e actiYity; 
that Ford' would practicalize fly ing after 
the C'hloroform age and that Clemenceau 
would save the world for democracy, 
perta.ps for socialism. For a short thne, 
it looked as If the man without an 
enemy had Jost his disti11ction. ·Again, 
his inner voice counseled him wjsely. 
He did not attempt to explain; he could 
no t be persuaded to refute the alleged . 
statement. He hach,said the truth, and· 
t he truth sufficed William Osler to the 
end. 

Of the many extraordinary things In 
Dr. Cushing·s adequate and appealing 
biograph :_i.", none is n1ore arresting than 
the account glYen of the birth of the 
Ro('kefeller lnstityte for :!IIedical Re
searc:; and the part that Osler uncon
scious ;:,· played In It 'through his text
b0ok. A young man who hul access to 
t he eas of John D. Rockefeller read It 

~ - --- aDp.£.!iSG,d . "'- the~tsr.~.j!~ I I =~~~in;' pla'nf!ng -by'prevenflve'"'l,rei!f!. 
cine. The crops t hat have been harrested 
ha,·e been enormous, but t hey are as 
naught compared with those about t o 
be garnered. How little It Is generally 
s.ppreciated that the cQloRsal success _'3f_: 

ut! - P-arra.mlr~llhl w~s- <'h'ie as 111uc.11 w 
Gorges as to Bunau-Varlll;l. and that ' 
Osler mediated hls appolnfment to the 
Commission, and still less th~ leading 
part ·esler played In deca.pltatlng the · 
gorgon typhoid fever in this country ' 

,thirty years ago. • 
1n E.ngland Osler added to his cultura1 l.farne. He was made president of the 

Bibliographical Society, of• the Ashmo
lean Society and to cap t h em all of the 
ClaBSical Association, an bo~r which 
probably pleased him as much or more , 
than · any that had ever come to him. , 
and the address to lt _which embodied · 
the whole spirit of his Ideal cost him the 
greatest labor of his life. 

He found great joy ln England, but 
be. found also his greatest sorrow, for 
his son, a singular combination of his 
mother's suaviter ·and his father's fort!, 
ter was killed in the war. It qid not 
kill Osler, lt only killed his desire to 
live. Like his master. Sir Thomas 
Browne, he -knew that oblivion is not to 
be hired and that the night of time 

I s i:ppresseth the da:r, !!•L had li_ved 
leye..-y -moment ot ,his day, 8.lld e,ery 
t, ,:,ur had been joyous· save one, and he 
hz.d never stopped to compute his facili
ties. He died as he had lived, like a , 
marat)lon runner taking the hurdle. 1 Dr. Cushlng's biography Is documented 
and detailed. It l_s the kind of biogra
phy of Osler that should exist, but there 
sh0uld be another made ,from It: the 
story of his life and the charm of his 
personality In narrative form followed 

I by Interpretation, characterization and 
estimation. The pres~nt one will be re~ 
celved gratefully by his• former 'pupils 
and colleagues, by his connections and t: 

, associates, and by libraries; but the 8 
I 

general reader, the one who wants to 
find out without reading hundreds of ·! 
letters, many of them to 'him . and with- ~ 
out wading through 1,500 pages. ~ 

' what Osle.r was . like, how he ac- 11 I Quired primacy of the medical world, l 
how he made hlmselt a savant In lltera- , . 
tcre while climbing to the too of his, 
own profession wlll seek a book where 
the'le are told Informatively and enter
tainingly. This is by no means ?.: crltl - f 
c!sm of the biography under oonsidera- p 
tlon, but Dr. Cushing would nave been i 
well advised had he preceded each chap
ter bv a summary of what the chapter 
contain!, as ¥r. Lewis Freeman M<lt_t l! 
did In his meritorious but tedious I 
"Salnte-Beuve." , 

\-Vhat medicine gained by the acces
sion to Its ranks of ·the distinguished 
pro!eSBor of surgery in Harvard Uni- ) 
vf' r"1ty, literature Jost, Dr. Harvey 
Cushing hu 6hown by this biography 
of his old teacher and dear friend that 
he has also the Qualities of a great D 

◄ writer. 
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