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Sir William Osler occupied & un}qde :
' position; he was the most w1de_1y
" known and best beloved phys%cian in
" the 'world. He made an indelible im-
pression on the teachings and practxcg

THE IgFE OF SIR WILLIAM
.~ OSLE

He lived the number of years allotted
' by the psalmist to man, and each suc-
. ceeding year of his 1ife he added to
..; his mental stature by taking tbpugt;’t,‘
'v; and t6 his emotiorlxia\l prot\mdxty y
; eceds of kindliness. &
doi}rig ':‘vas the son of an Anglo-Saxon!
pioneer parson, Featherstone Lake
Qsler, and of Ellen Free Pickton, 2
»  Ceit, who went from Cornwall to tke
. evovince of Toronto in 1837. ng
. gpiritbal parents were Hermes  and
- tfinerva, and he had three gt?d-
' &¥thers—a parson, Arthur Johnson; &
$aysician, James Bovell, and a pro-
{assor, Robert Palmer Howard—and to,
em he dedicated, the best and n;ggg
¥ridely read text'boci&ifon the prac'tlce
icine ever written.
wi?:iad a genius for friendship tkat
&xceeded anything 1 have ever knoyn
&¢ hope to know; he had a capacity
§or quick and accurate observation
which is not vouchsafed to one m&'m
in a thousand; he had a prehensile
mind to whieh synthesis and logic ap-
pealed; he kad a liking and capacity
for work that resembled those of The-
odore Roosevelt, and he loved his fel-
. lows. When they ‘were m he added
§  great tenderness to his Iove. He W"?l:
playful, prankful and guileless, Wi
the face of a sphinx and the expres-
sion of an ascetic. To cap all, he had
exhaustless humor and boundles§ gen-
erosity. He was a scholar without
pedantry. 2 scientist wwithout pretep-
tion, a.wit without venom. a humanist’
without scorm. Small wonder that he
§. was the man without an enémy.
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One of his most beloved irx'end§ am‘i‘
esteemed pupils has written~h1§ biograr-
ph¥, and at the same time ach}eved one
oC.the most difficult of all tasks: he has
Xept himself out of the book, and Te-
frained from eulogizing .the subjefc}t.
There are many biographies of“ physx,:
cians that merit the designation “great, 4
among them John Mor‘ley’s Life t?
Jerome Cardan,” Rene \.allerey-,}wf‘iolfa
“Vie de Pasteur,” Stephen Paget's “Life
of Victor Horsley,” Agnes Reppheris
sLife of William White,”. and to 'th,s
{ist must be added Har,vf.y Cushing’s
~Life of Sir Willilam OtSl:hmgs( i

r did three grea e
cir(l)es".lehe conceived and effected-vbidsadoet_
teaching; he demonstrated the value

i* nad but one ndamental d)slPle ;
- \'inig;:.{ Oné' abiding disdain; of

i; one supreme contempt:’ 3 :
i;: ; could ot abide & aker, unléss he
; {oterance: * % i it P torm
“ On his seventieth birthday s g
pupils and intimate colleagues of th
./ country sent
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T profess! :
ggﬂd:se};u:vho made the presen_tatlon,
: he“ﬁm. “multfple ‘acknowledgment
ean lift one hand to heix:tstha:mxg
was born.- .of hones P i
mzdesty. humility, patience and \‘r_e:actilt’
jay in the same. egg, and came In o
world with me. To have had 2 happPy
home in which unselfishness reigned,
parents whose self-sacrifice remains a.}
‘blessed memory, brothers and sisters

Then
to look back upon. A
?og hﬁ%‘e had the benediction of friend

1 to have
i ilow one like 2 shadow; v

:1133;:' had the sense of comradesh‘lgp

in= work, without the petty plnprict:

of ~ jealousies and ct;ntmtgzrpii,s s

ablé to \rehearse n

2? sweet, silent t).m::h: the ;xg;;:ﬁg;\&ii
; of long years withou a s

‘ y do all this fills

i memerﬁtq"l?*a:ev%:?i:\?de. That three
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fand Johns Hopkins. In the former he
lstayed five years; in the latter fifteen.
The temptation to respond favorably to

nd greatsr still that from Edinburgh.
*But temptation for Osler was created to

e resisted and there was a star that
puided him as it guided the wise men of
e East; he had hut to follow it at
hizght, and to be counseled during - the
ay by the voice that once had counseled
ocrates to reach his goal; a true knowl-
dge of himself and of his relations to
his fellows, and to plant his banner
3here. bearing the masterword in medi-
ne, work. L

rCaiIed to Oxford.

i -Then came #he call to Oxford. He had
Been in the harness actively -for thirty
years and the {5ad had begun to drag;
he burdens that he had not only will-
Hngly borne but sought had begun to
ibend him, and the unfimished literary
materfal of many Yyears clamored for
Bcademic leisure and favorable environ-
ment. Oxford was the place and Osler
was- the véry man! Going for good
meant farewells, and out of one of them
#lowed a stream of noterietys which, for
B time, threatened toglzown him. The day
atier -he ook lrave & Ha students, col-
Heagues and trustees, in an address in
which he discussed many problems of
Suniversity life; particularly the danger
tof staying too long in one place, and the
danger of not thrusting opportunities
and responsibilities upon young men-—he
}was not sure whether it was Anthony
#Trollope who suggested that there should
‘be g college into which men of sixty re~
ghired for a vear’s eontemplation before a
iPeaceful departure by chloroform, but
fhere was much to be ®aid in favor of
t—the journalese rendering of this was
*Osler recommends chloroform at sixty.”
The storm gathered during the night. It
‘broke in the East the following morn-
‘ing and by the evening it had spread
throughout the country.

. Every man and woman above 60, or
approaching it, would seem to have been
lafronted. Following the acrimonious
idiscussions ‘of the newspapers and the
caustic cartoons, came the stucied mag-
azine articles proving that Enoch not
fonly begot Methuselah after he was 60,
jbut walked with God: that Edison was
£in. the heyday of his inventive activity;
ithat Ford would practicalize flying after
the chloroform age and that Clemenceau
iwould save the world for democracy,
Sberhaps for socialism. For a short time,
it looked as if the man without an
enemy had lost his distimction. Again,
his inner voice counseled him wisely.

b

fhe caljssom New York wee wery-greal, |

iHe did not attempt to explain; he could
hot be persuaded to refute the alleged
Estatement. He had\said the truth, and
the truth sufficed William Osler to the
end.
£ Of the many extraordinary things in
iDr. Cushing’s adequate and appealing
biography, none is more arresting than
Fthe account given of the: birth of the
ockefeller Instityte for Medical Re-
earch and the part that Osler uncon-
jousiy played in it 'through his text-
fhook. A young man who had access to
te ear of John D. Rockefeller read it
and Wwas appraised of the fertile fleld
b waiting planting by preventive medi=
cine. The crops that have been harvested |
thave been enormous, but they are as
naught compared with those about to
pe ‘garnered. - How Jittle. )

séiated that th
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fame. He was made president of the
Bibliographical Society; of the Ashmo-
ean Society and to cap them all of the
iC1assical Association, ‘an honer” which
probably pleased him &8 much or more;}
fhan any that had ever ¢ome to him,
nd the address to it which embodied
Bthe whole spirit of his ideal cost him the
createst laber of his life. F
| He found great joy in England, but
he found also his greatest sorrow, for
’his son, a singular combination of his|
Fmother’s suaviter'and his father's fortis
fter was killed in the war. It did not
kil Osler, it only killed his desire to
ve.._Like his master, Sir Thomas
owne, he knew that oblivion is mot to
be hired and that the night of time
suppresseth the  day. -He had lived
very ‘moment of his day, and' every
‘hour had been joyous save ome, and he
had never stopped to compute his facili-
ltics. He dled as he had lived, like a
fmarathon runner taking the hurdle.
" Dr. Cushing’s biography is'documented
and detailed. It is the kind of blogra-
Phy of Osler that should exlist, but there
should ‘be another made fromt it: the
story of his life and. the charm of hisk
bersonality in narrative form followed
by interpretation, characterization and
estimation. The present one will be re~
eived gratefully by his former *pupils

kv;?se,ner&’ul; ;

; rgon typhoid fever In.this country :
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‘('\.'.s hé lived.

! William Osler and 'his career.

to the saience and art that he had fos
tered and developed. Replying to his
fellow regius professor of medicine in
Cambridge, who made the presentation,
he “Baid: b 4

“Among multiple acknowledgment
can lift one hand to heaven that T
was ° born. of ‘honest parents, thafl
Mmodesty, humility, patience and veracit
lay™in the same egg, and came into the
-world with me. To have had a happy,
home in which unselfishness reignedy
parents whose self-sacrifice remains a
blessed memory, brothers and sisters
helpful far beyond the uysual meas-
ure — all these make g picture dea:
lightful to look back upon.  Then}
to have had the benediction of friend
#hip follow one like a shadow, to havel
always had the sense of comradeship
in work, without the petty pinpricks}
of * jealousies and controversies, to
be able to rehearse in the sessions)
of sweet, silent thought tha experiences.
of long years without a single bitter
memory—to have and to do all this fills
the heart with gratitude. That three
transplantations have been borne suc+
cessfully is a witness to the brotherly.
care with which you have tendeq me,’
Loving our profession, and believing,
ardently in its future, I have been con-#
-tent to live in ang for it. A movin
embition to become a good teacher an
& sound clinician was fostered by op-
portunities of an exceptional character,
end any success T may have attaineg';

must be attributed in large part to the
unceasing kindness of colleagues and toj
& long series of devoted pupils whose,
success in life is my special pride.” 3

There is the man, modest, grateful,}
&ppreciative. He attributes his ma. 3
teriak success to what others have donaf
for him ; his spiritual to his inheritancy
Had he added that, early in life, he had:

worked ‘laboriously. to make it con4
the benefit of mankind, and
that ‘extraordinary sunccess had attended
his “efforts, he ‘would have explaineg

& A Canadian Beoyhood.

zation; the father ornamenteq his pr

fession, and the mother fulfilled boun-!

teously her destiny; she mothered eight}
children, four of whom became famous.;

<hild or boy: i

“T started In Iife with just an orals
nary everyday stock of brains. In my!
schooldays I was much more bent upon;
mischief than upon books, but as soo

'in my power.” ; 5

And this he did to the ‘day. of his
death. ST

He was steered into medicine by a
strange mixture of scientific and- pietis- E
He ardor, James Bovell and he studied
and graduated at MeGiil Medical School,
then 2 -‘proprietary : inktitution at the
head of which was. R. Palmer Howarg, |
Who by possessions and conduct influ-{
-enced\Os]er's life, for he said of him |
-thh'ty-,ﬂve,years later: “I have never
known one in whom Wwas more happily
combined a stern sense of duty with the
mental freshness of youth.”

He went abroad and while Increasing

dation of friendship and intimacies
which years later after he had become a
famous teacher, facilitated a call to one
of the most Ornamental professorshipg
in Great Britain. / At 28 hé had a chair
n his alma mater, In 'ten years he
went to the top. Then b. an that series|
of calls 10 colleges and wniversities here
aud abroad which did not

adronted. Foliowing the acrimonious
discussions of the newspapers and the
caustic cartoons, came the stucied mag-
\azine articles proving that Enoch notf
‘only begot Methuselah after he was 60,
but walked with God; that Edison was };
in.the heyday of his inventive activity ; }
that Ford would practicalize filving after
the chloroform age ‘and that Clemenceau |
would save the world for democracy,
perh#ps for socialism. For a short time,
it looked as if the “man without an
enemy had lost his distimction. -Again,{;
his inner voice counseled him wisely. {,
He did not attempt to explain; he could ;
not be persuaded to refute the alleged |
statement. He had\said the truth, and’
the truth suficed William Osler to the |4
end.
Of the many extraordinary things in
Dr. Cushing's adequate and appealing |-
biography, none is more arresting than i
the account given of the birth of the 3
Rockefeller Instityte for Medical Re-
search and the part that Osler uncon- ;
sciousiy plaved in it 'through his text- |}
book. A young man who hed access to

- abiia

Lthe ear of John D. Rockefeller read it
amu .23, 20braised. of the. fertle fejd]
awaiting plahting by preventive PSR
cine. The crops that have been harvested |.
have been enormous, but they are asl:
pnaught compared with those about to
be garnered. How little it is generally | 2
appreciated that the colossal success of
Ti® Panams Cals]l was GUe as 100ch 1o o
Gorgas as to Bunau-Varilla. and that{;
Osler. mediated his appoinfment to the s
Comniission, and still less the leading
part Qsler played in decapitating the
gorgon typhoid fever in this country
ithirty years ago. Vs
In England Osler added to his culturai'v
fame. . He was made president of the |
| Bibliographical. Socifety, of- the Ashmo- A
;lean Society and to cap them all of the 4]
Classical Association, an honer which |
probably pleased him as much or more,*,‘
than’ any that had éver come to him,
and the address to it which embodied 3
the whole spirit of his ideal cost him the
greatest labor of his life.
He found great joy in England, but}
he found also his greatest sorrow, for |,
his son, a singular combination of hisj
mother’s suaviter-and his father!s forti, |
ter was killed in the war., It did not |:
kill Osler, it only Kkilled his desire to |}
live. Like his master, Sir Thomas B
Browne, he knew that oblivion is not to|

be hired and that the night of time
| suppresseth the day. He’ had 11vedd.
every moment of .his day, and every
keur had been joyous save one, and he |3
had never stopped to compute his facili-
ties. He died as he had lived, like a £
jmarathon runner taking the hurdle. 1
Dr. Cushing’s biography is documented | |
and detailed. It is the kind of biogra-
'Phy of Osler that should exist, but there
should be another made from it: the S
story of his life and the charm of his|
personality in narrative form followed
by interpretation, c¢haracterization and 1
estimation. The present one will be re-
¢elved gratefully by his former ‘pupils
and colleagues, by his connections and £
associates, and by libraries; but the|
general reader, the one who wants to
find out without reading hundreds of |
letters, many of them to him. and with-
,out wading  through 1,500 pages,
what Osler was like, how he .ac-
quired primacy of the medical world,
:how he made himself a savant in litera-
tvre while climbing to the top of his
pown profession will seek a book ‘where
these are told infermatively and enter-
tainingly. This is by no means # criti- |
cism of the biography under considera-
tion, but Dr. Cushing would have been
well advised had he preceded each chap-
ter by a summary of what the chapter
contains, as Mr. Lewis Freeman Magt
did in his meritorious but tedlous
“Sainte-Beuve.” f
What medicine gained by the acces-
sion to its ranks of the distingulshed
professor of surgéry in Harvard Uni-
versity, literature lost. Dr. Harvey
Cushing has shown by this blography
of his old teacher and dear friend that
he has also the qualities of a great
writer.
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