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Reviews and Impressions 
A WELL-LOVED PHYSICIAN. 

, L1FF. OF f,111, \Vr1,LIAM QRrnTI. By HAnvE-Y 
Cusu rN<L 1 n two Yols. The Clarendon 
rress. 37s. 6rl. 
The appPa rnnc'l of an f111tho1·itntivr 

hiogrnphy of 1 hiR W<'ll-lcl\·<'d pJr~,sician and scholnr hr1s .heP11 ,'>1f!('r\y ::iwait<'tl. 
:tnrl the task of pr<'pari11g such a memoir, 
which was entrns\ed by Lady o~ler lfl Professor llnrn·~' Cushing, his brillir111t pupil and frirnd, lins nnw bc<·n b1·onghl lo a sucl:eRsf11l efJnL·lusion. l'rofcssor 
Cushi 11 g has inder·d perforJ11cd his ta sk not 0111.v with extraorrlinary modest,y
it would be impossible for the casmrl reader to guess at the cloRe associnlion which existed bclwe<!.11 tbe Liograplrcr 
a-nd his snbj<'ct- hut also wilh a high degree o[ Jikrary skill. The book is 
dcdicatrd lo mt>dieal slnd<'nts, "in lhc hope that something of Osler's spirit may 
he conveyed to tl10sP of a generation tha.t has not known him," The method aLlopt,,Ll through on t is to let the story t<'.ll it.self as far ns possi\ilP t,luougl1 
Oslrr's ow n lcltrrs. in wliich his n•markable person,t!ity, gpirit nml c:harncler slancl out clearly. No llppr:,isnl of his 
profesRinna I accorn pl i,hrncu ts has here bePn attcmptrLl, the author conlrntin g himself. ns l1 P sn; ·s. with giving mNcly tlrc out.li nPs for the finn l port rail,, " l.o be painlr•d out whP11 tire co lours, lights and shadows cnmc in ti rnr to b!' ntlrkd." l\lany of tlr<'se eolourn. 110verthckss, 
brighlrn en ' ry page of the hook, and the "outli n Ps" arr of cxtraordinRry interest, 
not mrrely to th,• rnr-dicnl render, but lo tlw g,•ne ra I public n l,o. 

Tlru Life falls naturally into thH•P. 
mnin 1wriotls-t.hr Canadian 1wriod, from Osler'R birth in 1849 to 1884; the Unitr>d Slat.PR. 1884 to 1905; and tJlie Oxfon~ prriod, 1905 to his death in 1919. An 
inl,.resting account, is gi,·c•n of hi s ea.rlv 
life ut his fnthcr's parsonagn in the buekwoo,ls of Cnirnda. and of hi R E'Lluca-• s schools tl . last ot which. 

1< (i.~n :---c 100 tu ,Y 1ieh J11) wa~ ::;ent, 
at thf' ag,• nf 17, plnyc•rl a considerable pa1t in mo11lding his sul.Jsr•q11Pnt carecT. In after ~,,,ars Osl<'r rf'p<'atL•rlly refrrr!'rl 
lo ihc clPbt hP owc·,l to the RPv. W. A. ,lohnRon. thr foundt'r 11nrl wnnkn of t.his school. tl1011glr 1101, its l1< •ndrnnsle r, nllll it, w:r.,~ almost c·,•rtninly unrlPr t\11• inOuPnec of " l'a.t.h f'r" )ohn.son. h i~1splf 
n keen nnturalisl,. tha.t Osier's ini.en·st 
in tlr<' miernscopr- nnrl in hiolog~· g,•n<'rally Wfl.R a rou s,•cl. In 1867 Oslf'r Wf'llt 11]) lo Trinity CollPg,•, Tornnln . wit.h tl1t' <'X· pcelalion of tHking ]Iol,• Oi·cl,•rs. but, i 
aftPr a ,·0ar , rlurinir which ]H• ca JlH' lllO :'I' ancl mon' nnrlr·r 1hr• infln,'nCI' of Dr. J >1 rn('s Ron·ll. !Pc,t u r,-r on ph,,siology 
and pathology, IH: r1,,t<'rn1i1wrl to n!Jan· 
don thf'olog~· nnrl lo go intn rn, ·dici rlf'. From the mornf'nt. t.lwt this dre;isinn was tnkcn, hi' c nl, •rr•rl into Iii, mf•clic-al sturliPs with the inrlnRt rv and c•ntlrns· ias111 wliieh <' hnraet,,risPd iris prnfv-u, ional 
n•lations till llr,• <'11<! of l1i s Jifr. ln an address to nwrlicnl sturlPnts, ,kliv!'rr,l n1n11y ~'(' BI'S hitcr. Os]Pr CO!lllll('llllS as r,R,•ntial qualiliPR tlw art of ddachnwnt 
1hr virtue of nwthofl. the qualit~, oi thoro11ghnesR, nnd lh<' grace of hnmmriiv - qualitirs whic:h W('rr his own lo a mnst . 
rern<1rkable deg1·ce. f-horllv aftrr ]1i s 
graduation, Jrr wns a.ppointr:1 to ::r 11rofessornh1p at :i\fcG1ll UnivNsity. nrnl. kn yf'nrs lalPr, at (lip n!!P of 35, he acc<•ptPd the chAir of Clinical M,•dicinC' ot l'f•nnsylvnnia 11ni,·f'l'sit.y. In 1888 h e l'f'N•iwrl a _f•nll to thP famous ,Jolrns Hopki11s Hos- · 
p1t~I. :vherl' it is 11ot too murh to snv that his rnCTu C'n ce and in $pirati on con;. pl,,t.,Jy revolution iseu the cm-rt:'nt teac:h
rng and practice of medicine. Frnm the outset Osler Rlwnys insisiPrl that the 
"Value of_ Pf perienc<' is not in sePing much but lll s:eing wise],,," and llf' ma.rfo muc\1 of brds1dc clin i<'al traching. with 

SIH'cral emphasis 011 prnctieo.l insfruction 
to s111nll l!_roups nf Htud1'11ts. 11.. wns indcl'd. as lnH lnogrn.ph c• r s l1ow s ngnin nnd fl!!aln, n_t iii,, bNl$i,l,· with Iri s st1HlPnt.s 
ul~nu~ him_ tlrnt he was al his Vl'ry br•si. fL1n~ of his spontatH'on s apho1ismR Jrov() Ji'en preserved and might, wc·ll lw laid . to hr' a rt, by succ•!Pllill!l ll'<'lH'rations of mrtl1cal stn<!Pnts. J>rof,•ssnr Cusliin' i ')uotPs ,,Rrv,•ral ()[ th(•sc " bPrl~id e <· J · g I a 111 s, s uch ns :- I 

l'rn~mhilil _v i_s Iii<' _Till<' nf life-!'sp(•.-inllv • 111,1le1 the slvu . :r-ie):e1: w,,iiJ.l .u... u .• • • :ali\X°lll):-,J~. 

•0 " 'ho S<'l'Y<'s (h!' gods ,lies }·oun»- V ,..._-.1(•t· l111 .:;, and Vukan ;-;t.\ntl jn 'no ufi1 · f'n1'JR· F-ev<'nlh dPt'fHlP. H JU ,, 1 
Cnmn1011-1--<•11c;.p, n_(' rn? fihrf'9 E\J'P F:Plt1 11111 lll!'<lull'_lh·d hPfnr~ torty- llH'y in,, rn•,·p r prr11 SPf'n :\·1lh flip .m11·ro'i<·opo hf'fn1·p twPntv Ilf']1p,·r nothing that yon Hl'C in thP 1,,:ws. p,1 P,<'rq- t ]1<•_v hav<' rlnne mon• ! 0 t-r('a t" dissat 1sfo1·ho11 tl_,n11 nil ofh<>r agf'twi,-s . f f v1111 i'!'<' _nnyt h111g 111 1 hPnt 1hn! Jou know is t ;."" h<'g1n to rloulit it at onr·r. ' 
()"]Pr 1·<'m11i1wrl i11 Ballimorp until th<' fin_nl ca ll <'fllllr' to ihP Rqdus l'rofpssnrsl11p of ;'\lr•rlicinc nt Oxford. At a fare-

w1·ll flim1Pr givr n tn him in Nrw York h<' Rpokc of his three personal irlf•alR
onr. 1o ,lo thr dav's ,,·,ll'k wt•ll 111Hl not t.n hnthrr ahout to-morrow; th<' SPf•O ll(l, to a.-1 1hr (:oltkn R11lr. tif-1 fnr as in hilll 
ln.v. town1d s hi s profp~sional hrC'tl1rP11 :inrl 
lownr<l s ih P pali,, nts cornmitl,!'d lo hif-1 
cnrt' : anrl 1lrP thircl, lo <'llllivntr s11<" h n lll('asnrt· of <' qnani111ily as wo11ld r• n,rl,\p 
him to lwnr s11cc<•s,- with lrnn1ilitv tlrr, nff,,etion nf hi ~ friq11dR will1n11t • r',rid,,: 
an,l tn hr rParl~· \';lr/,11 1111' rlny of sorrow 
a 11rl gri,•f c·anrr to rnrrt, it with tllf• 
cour:iirr lirfitling a man. All wh o lrnf'w 
!Jim could [PR tify to lhe wa.y in wliic-h IH• li\'rrl up to t.hPsf' idPalR. Tht> Oxfo1d 
pPrio,1 is n rrco rcl of fourlPr•n yrnrs of lrnnl wort, in public and in prfYatf' • o f 
organiiing, t,,aphinrc ,,xamininir. kc·111r
i11::r. writing , a11rl C'ntmt lrss oilier 11c·li1·ities connrd,,•,l with thr high posi tion Im 
l1ad nltainPrl in ficholarnhip all(l in 
nwdicinP. 

Alll1ough Oslrr'R R<• rd<'rs in ronnPction ' 
wilh public lrPaltlt qn<'Rt.ions- enlPric f,,,·pr, malaria, tuhrrculosis and vrnrrr•nl 
rliRrHsr- werP hardl:v · less notnhle llrnn 
thosP hr rPnrlNrrl to the cans,, of mPdi
cal rrluca.tion. this iR not 111<' placr to 
:lwdl 011 t.hrm. nor cnn more thnn n pass
mg rf'frr~n c:P 1><' lllau r t.o l1i s m:q:rnifiePnt cont.rihut1ons to mPrlical Jil Pralmr> n ot.abh· in 1hf' prrparntion of hi $ great 10xt, l!nol<, •r1,, T'ri11,'i11lr.• r,.nrl l'mr.liN of 
~~''";'."': Thf'l'r i~ 110 qurstion ' bul, that '. 11 \\ 1llrnm_ 0Rlrr is onP of the 011t stn nrlrng fi_gurPs 111 n profPssion which ha s had 
1~0 . (ack of g1:eat men. and thi s cxrept1_011,1ll~• lm~11n ous and cornpr<'lr cns i\'e b1ngrnphy will form a worthy a nd fasting 
m~•monal of on<' whos,, charm of pcrnoiial1t,,, arnl Rlrrling worth of chnr,rcl,·r !rave rnr(•l:v brrn P')lla.llt-cl, nnd wlio,P. 
1.nfluPn (••· upon currc11i, llH·diru l tlrotwlit can hardly_ be O\'etcstimatcd. ,0 ........... ~· l 
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