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.- JF one v.:ere_ • effect.upon his st~dies and his llie . . Thi~ 
a if k e d t-·h e, • _was Father William -Johnson, who WB;S 

·-- <fu e S-.t n, n:· -SOlllel:liiug more than a pedagogue: : ne-W¥1 
. • '" .,yhat ; wa.s ·a X ature Jover and a true scientist; . F~ty . 

Sir Will:am Osln.' 

:-:ir Th o ni as , ;years later Osler foid :-:- .· 0 : • "'. 

BrQ_ "';Je'.S claim ,. Ten years with really able Trinity ~o\Jeg~, 
t o·-, f a...m e ? " . •• .:Qublin, and· Oxford teachers left me with no 
one-wowd not more red kno..,Jedge of Greek and . Latin than 

. f e p fj : •· He : of .Chinese, and without t)ie free use · of ~he 1 

was a CJ' re at languag_es as ~eys w great ht~rat~es: Ima_gme ~ 
h • ~- ,, the del,aht ot a boy of an mqo1S1hYe natui e , 

p Y~lCJ ·an. ·· .to meet~ man who cared nothing abcut wo;:-ds, j 
To ·_his . felloy._- but who knew about things-who knew: the 1 
townsI>t:ople of . -stars in their cour£es and could tel~ us t!1e~ ~ 
~or w 1 c h he nameS', who delighted in the- woods m spnng- l 
was a • doctor, . time: ar..d told us about the frog-spawn· ai:td the 
with or w:ithout t ·C-A.ddis worms, and who read l,;in tl:e eve.n,ings 
;,-pecial distinc- ' Gilbert White_ and King~ley·s •• Glaucus·,": who . 

•• tioif' · but to s)1o_wed us with the m1croseope the . 1I1.arYels 
hi • 't· t s Iie •1 in a drcp of dirty pond water, and who on 

•. - . . 8 lll Ima e " , Saturday excursions lfp the ri,·er could ta-lk of 
was ~ man of le_tters, and t~iey kllew _he ~a;i .; Jhe Trilobites and the Orthoceratites and explain 
makrn~ a beautiful and umque contribution the formation of the earth"s-.crust. Xo mote dry 
to English literature. "·e can be co1uiden_t;l•:¥ . husks for me aft.er such a diet. 
_definite about Sir Thomas Browne. To -a : • In 1868 Osler decided that science, and 
similar question ab-Out Sir William Osler, most uot the Church for which he was intended, 
people would answer, some rather <l:iffid~ntl_y, should be his calling. 
that he wa.<i a famous doctor. His fnends, • 
however, would lmve ·no answer ready. Even Medical studies. 
the just-published biography in two immense- He entered the )IcGill )Iedical School at 
volumes, " The Life of 8ir William Osler," by )lontreal-to which he was to bequeath his 
Harvey Cushing (Clarendon Pre-.;;s, 37s. 6d. wonderful library-and, graduating in medi-
net), makes no categorical answer. Yet, cine in 18,2, came to Europe. He studied 

- wherever he went his personality left au prodigiously, and impressed the eminent 
impres.~ion of greatness. Those •who knew scientists with whom he crune in contact. All 
him have no doubts about it, nor will any , the time he w:;,s aequiring that familiarity 
reader of this absorbing biography. with ge-neral literature which ·was not the 
A man of parts. lea.,t distuiguishing feature of his · protean 

interests. -- How he compassed it all is a 
As physician, educationist, writer, scholar mystery. A letter from. England contail!S a. 

in . many fie!~;,, organizer, · and initiMor_ in a i significant passage :-
' vast ra.uge of scientific inquiries, his position .-\t Xorwich 1 vi;ited the Cathedral, and saw 

JVas a remarkable one •. .A list of his appoint- what I could of the relfes~ormy favourite 
ments in England and - the - )l'ew • ·world Sir T. Browne. His skull and a good painting 
would till a column of this journal. - Perhaps were in tlie infirmary ; his tomb in the church of 
his chief work was bacteriological :research ; St. Peter )Iancroft. 
his obser,atious won for him a leading place Browne played a large part in his life. In 
among malarial exverts. ,vhen he was letters and • 1ectures his references to the 
phyi!ician-in-chief at the Hospital of the author of ·' Religfo J[ediei" ·are constant . 
• Johns Hopkins l"niversity the medical in- He made a pursuit of Browne first editions, 
struction there had the repute of being the indeed, of any editicns, and acquired the 
best iu the world. His text-book on medicjne best eellection in the world. Dr. )Ialloch, 
w.::..-, his most important publication. Its who attended him in his last illness, has 
:1,pvearauce marked a. phase in medical left this note :-
history. He spoke <;f the flushed feeling about his 

But his geu.iui; seems to have been specially head -and- I tried to explain it, but he sairl : 
manifl'sted in the art of living finely. His - •• . .\rchie, you luciatic ! I've been watching th's 
large knowledge of scien~e and art, and the caRe for two months and I'm sorry I shall not 
camp~igning energy with which he brought see the post-mortell?,- • . .\t any rate, the books 
that knowledge to the service of his fellows, are there ; do you know about )lichael Angelo 

, " ·em qualiUC'il of his fineness of soul. and his tomb ? So pathetic ! W'ell, it's )Iicbael 
0 .-;ler's ancestors were Cornish people, for • .\ngelo and his tomb, and Osler and his library•" 

the most part successful merchants and A good talker. 
/shipowners, and hi~ parents were brought A copy of •• Religio )Iedici ·, had been his 
up at Falmouth. • constant companion for over fifty years. 

Featherstone Osler, his father, went to He was making margwal marks in it as he 
Can:.da in 1837 and became a missionary Jay dying. He liked Browne·s •• sane outlook 
clergyman somewhere north of Toronto, on the complex. problems of life." • Like 
in what was then a wild country. Here appealed to like. President Hadley of Yale 
William Osler was born in 1849. The par- has- written- this irnprcssion.,of Osler:-
souage wa;, an old-fashioned h~usehold, and, In n,yo hours of conversation I learned more. 

' although other reading was allowed, t~eolo- about medical hi.story and more about the per
gi.cal books predominated. _ To the en_d .of his sistence_of certain queer traits in human nature 
life it gave · Osler a sJiock to see a person than could oo got from months of study: . .. 
1·eading a novel on the Sabbath. What he said was like Smollett and Gibbon : 

Learning scienu. 
At a. school at 'TT'eston, near Toronto, 

• yo-µng Osler, wheu ._a ~nior boy, came un~~ 
!he iwiu_enc~. of_ a master wht? had a ·a~ 

Sruollett·s fraJ+kness without hi,s coa=e£s, and 
Gibbon·s erudition and :Juciditr ~thom. his 

·conventionality: ' • ..: • •--< . ·, '- ; • 
ln Jaj.k of this kind, -Mr. lfadley •sa:id.lw 

had llf.YW. me 0.sle{'.s ~qilat :__::: . rt" • 
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