;Well Written
} of Sir William Osler

About fifteen years ago, when the
late Whitelaw Reid was introducing
;su Willlam Osler at a dinner in
‘London, the American Ambassador
to the Court of St. James remarked
(that Osler was ‘‘a very excellent
;example of what the States could
{do with a Canadian when caught
,';young.” If 'you want a very com-
Eplete demonstration of how far Am-
sbassador Reid was from the truth
of the matter, you cannot do better
than read Harvey Cushing’'s “Life of
Sir Willlam Osler.” When Sir Wil-
tllam  Osler went from Montreal to
Baltimore to take up work In the
Hopking institutions, his powers were
fully developed. He had been train-
'ed in the best British and Kuropean
traditions, and he had already dem-

onstrated his own initiative and
ability in the various institutions
where he worked In Montreal. Al-
though not entirely a (anadian
product, except in character, he was
nevertheless well beyond the forma-
tivé period when he went to make
his home in the United States, and
his feelings regarding nationality are
probably indicated by the fact that
he never became an American citi-
zen. These remarks may suggest a
rather combative opening to the
survey' of the life of a man whosé
career, on the whole, was tranquil.
Some Americans who have good
friends in the Dominjon wonder why
it is that Canadians often assume
such a bristling attitude towards the
States. One of the reasons is be-
CcAuse 80 many prominent citizens of
the Republic make inept remarks
like that of Ambassador Reid.
Here in Canada, it is trite to, say
that the Rev. Featherstone I.ake
Osler, who came to this country as
an Anglican missionary-rector, was
the father of the most  brilliant
family ever born in Ontarfo. All
‘his children distinguished them-
8elves in some walk of life, and the
most illustrious of the nine was his
youngest son, Sir William Osler,
born July 12th, 1849, Harvey Cush-
LIng tells us the birth of the son was
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Head when the Orangemen's proces-
slon called at the rectory. The
Orangemen insisted that “the new-
comer, of whose arrival they were
imade aware by his being brought
jout in his father's arms, should be
‘Willlam.' He was promptly dubbed
ithe ‘voung
an anti-Popish acrostic on his name
iwas composed, in the last line of
iwhich he is bade to ‘Remember all
thy fathers bled to ain.’ Hence
'Willlam he came to De christened,
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®gard it as the life story of a great
gontor. A generous portion is de-
Voted to his boyhood, and to his
early education. When attending
Trinity College School, then situated
In Weston, fliam Osler had it in
his mind to enter the Angllcan min-
Istry. He wasg an earnest and devout
oy, and his dynamic force and ster-
ling character
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t In many ways, this early decision

colored hig view point all through
life. Twenty years ARO0, when he
Ennsontod to deliver an Ingersoll

fectine at Harvard on “Sclence and
Tmmnrm]lty", Amerlcans apparently
did not know the scientist's back-
ground. T.ike President Ellot, many
persons were disappointed because
he gave ga beautiful rather than a
{destructive essay, The biographer
says:
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the last sensations of the dying. For|
.the head nurses in the wards had |
taken down at his request, for some

time,
Itients.
ione way or the other;
Ibirth, thefr death was a sleep and a
forgetting.'! Ralsed In a rectory, de-
;atlned In his early days for the min-
dstry, conversant as few men of his
dime with Holy Writ, a thorough- |
®oing Christian, to stand before a
Jay audience and discuss with frank-
ness, clear sanity and kindliness of
Epirlt whether ‘mankind’s conquest
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gave the language
oslerize”’. Never has such a small
match started such a big confiagra-
tion. Harvey Cushing shows in de-
tail how the accusation ‘that Dr.
Osler advocated the chloroforming
of all men over sixty years of age
was due to an entire misconception
of what he had sald—words were
torn from the context and misinter-
preted. In the famous address,
Osler quoted from a little red novel
by Anthony Trollope, “The Fixed |
Period”, in which spme such idea
was set forth, and the speaker's re-
ferences to Trollope's suggestions
were entirely whimsical. Neverthe-
less, the storm broke, and for weeks
Osler was the subject of cartoons
and comments; caustic, abusive and
worse. It should have required no
great degree of intelligence to dis-
tinguish between the serious and the
Joew'ar in what Osler had to say,
and 1t s regrettable that lifs re-
marks should have been brought
before the puble {n such a ridicl-
lous guise. And yet all sorts of offi-
cial explanations were necessary to
get things straight, and the matter
caused Osler much anguish in mind,

wards old men. Indeed, Cushing
tells us that he had a special fond-

rather a reflection upon a certain
typeé of newspaper enterprise. An
authority is quoted who says that
Osler was an example of a popular
ido! victimized for the purpose of

for he had no feelings of malice to- |

néss for them. The whole thing was|
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making entertaining ‘copy’,
held up to undeserved scorn and
ridicule for as long a time as the
toplc could be kept alive,

The blography 1is divided into
three sections—Osler in Canada,
Osler in the United States and Osler
in England. The author has man-
aged to avold being unduly techni-
cal, and has succeeded In suggest-
Ing how much of genulne interest
there was In a life that was spent In

romantic. The reader will get a
clear conception of the man, and
carry away the impression that his
tremendous success was as much a

and |
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matter of character as of mind.
During his years at McGill he was
described as {ts ‘‘potent ferment'.|
Wherever he went, the same ernln-;
ed true of him to a very large
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