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(Lady Osler to y-.cs. Chapin} 

(Oxford) Nov. 13th (.1915) 
Dearest Sister 

I didnt vn-i te a..11Y one by talays boat - I Dlll sCll'ry - I almost never 
miss Saturday do I? I sent You a letter by '.:ed.nesday I think - 1:;e nad a v;on-
derfu.1 week with Campbell_ & R.evere - they left t.:.ns morning at 11. And. were to 
Cross on tne officers leave boat at 3.30 ~e have just heard they have been de
tained in Folkestone for the night. There has been a ter1nible storm but some
times v/hen tneyare attacking Ostend & belo·. wit11.1Uonitors tb.e Boulogne Harbour 
is closed. Ottilie has been dining here And we have tried in vain to get them 
by telephone - Revere went off a new ;nan - so cheer<J & bright - He went to 
London & had a long tall:: with Gen Jones of tne C.A.E.C who said tney v:ished to 
keep him '.7i tn their .Arrey & if ne vn. shed he could. be transferred to a Field Ambu
lance Corps - probably Nq 3 - now at Bailleu[l] - vm.ich you can see on the map 
back of the Line being held by C2.naclians. -He accepted & will probably go up in 
ten days - & act as Quartermaster - he \';ill~ 2 weei-:s Instruction - Vie feel tbat 
the McGill people gave a good report or Gen Jones would not have pffered this. 

t is an active life - & of course wnen the Division is in action - most impor
tant as tney move wounded from dressing Stations to Clearing stations - & have 
improvised resting places on tne -.vay wi1en necessary. I will let you lmow more 
,,hen I knov more. At least we Can have ten days peace of mind - Knowing the 
boy is happier in his consci cnce; Until he moves on. He looks perfeftly dear -
All his clothes were Cleaned - l\ew breeches & spurs - His kit will be very 
small - now - but his requirements are very few al17ays. Ottilie was radiant 
And. now looks the picture of love ~md despair. c- \-;as encmnted with the ch.il
dren. ::Iuriel is adorable And so merry & origr1t. C & Ottilie spent one night 
in tow.a for shopping And a play - but hurried nome th0 next day - Now 1 rrru.St 
tell you a terrible disaster tna. t has naprJenel tc us .;;. Our dining room ·was com
pletely destroyed by fire yesterday morning at 3.30! ! Isn't it Avlful? In the 
I-.iidst of it ncvere said "Oh - I ...-.d.sh Aunt sue was here." At 3.30- I woke v:ith 
tne smell of smoke - hesitated c,.; then got up. Ylhen I reached the hall I found 
it full of' smoke - I flev1 d.own stairs - opened the dining rocm door - blaclc 
smoke poured out & flames were rising from the side by the fireplace - nearly to 
the ceiling - & as far as the dining table. I closed the door & jalT.llD.e:l the rug 
aga :inst it - rushed to the telephone - called the fire brigade - by them V:'illie 
Came down the stairs - I tore up - shook Revere, told him to fly & tell servants -
then rushed to get rey Clotnes on. I stood on the steps & yelled n fire & police" 
at the top of ,ytr lu11cs - In the meantime Revere had brought dov.n ttiO baslret 
trunl'"..s & tlley were :iaclcing boo}:;:s into theL1. The s erv'B.L ts took 20 minutes to dress 
Ca::1e rlo·:.11 Y:itn vr.cist bags !:; gloves - hats [.:, furs 011! Bate-nan & her sister were 
}.'Je :.->feet trumps - vrnrked li1rn slaves - Parsons calm the others did nothing -
'l'he firemen toolc 23 minutes to come- The sitting room v,as so :full of smoke one 
could not go in - In the m:;antime I rushed i21to tho Griffiths Garden & u.c.-ider 
their windovlS & got them to come help with books - then the :nen & ::J;.1gine came. 
Said "Good :Dvening, have you a fire'' - I said 11 dont waste time with Chemicals -
gBt a hose at once" - They carried one into the cellar - cut a hole through the 
asbestos ceiling & in three minutes the flarres ·were out. Then a hose through 
the door up the back stairs - then they broke the windows in the Sitting room -
Never di-.1. you see such a sig.11.t - in five minutes more the ceiling would have 
burned tnrough & all Willies treasures gone - no books are burned except the Cen
tui~y Dictionary in tne dining room - the gateleg table some ::hairs - all the pic
tures on that side & the big sideboard are burned to a crisp - & the rugs & 
curtains. The other things a.re standing but I bardly think can be re}Rired -
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You imow the furnace stands under the dining room - And the Ceiling of the cellar 
over the furnace is asbestos. The flue was here wn.en we came And the f'J.I'nace 
pipe went into it. Thm·sday Evening I spols:e to Henry about having more hot 
water by 10 oclk & instead of telling me tlie coke P..ad not come - he piled on coal -
Evidently a spark of coal started fire on some soot - .Lnd t11ere must have been 
some cracked or defective briclr.s through vJl-1ich the flames reac11ed the beams of 
the dining room floor. Of com·se the firemen said it had been smouldering a 
long time but I dont believe that & am sure it happened between 9 PM Thursday & 
3.30 A M Friday. It ,'J8.s all over by 5.30 & the men .b..ad a good meal Willie of 
course went to oed after he saw the fire ,vas_ out and books safe. It was simply 
a wonderful Escape, for books and people. w.o & Revere went to town the next 
morning & \7e got the consulting room tm·ned into a dining room. The m:..gazine 
tables in the drawing room & the consul ting room table in tne window in the Li-
b mry - The Insurance men came & I hope we can g-e t plenty of damages to do it 
over. The Chinmey wi 11 be repl.irecl first so we Can have the fire as it has 
turned very cold and we are half frozen. 

Monday Eve '15th I am afraid you ran ba:rdly read this scratch but I 
cant rewrite it. Willie Archie Malloch and I are in our improvised dining r1Dom. 
I dashed to Cambray and borrowed table & sideboard there were four extra c~..airs 
in the hall - We are Com:fortaole - .Archie is busy \Vi th inoculations rr:aking ready 
for a Red+ Hospital at Palermo probably. we heard from Revere & Campbell & 
they were leaving Folkes tone Early Sunday morning - I have been busy vu th worl,;: 
men all day - all the business being left to poor me. They found that one hoom 
was in the flue w:i th only 1 1/2 inch covering And Evidently (the] heat of the coal 
that Jackass put on - heated it up & combustion toolc place - The fU.rnace will 
now be moved 8~ keep t11e dining room cooler in t.ne summer as a per tion of it :b..as 
to be kept on for the bath ,'later. We hope to .bave some heat in a few days -
Plants (have) been moved to tne Griffiths & Wrights Greenhouses as it is Quite 
frigid. People have been so ldnd - & full of symre.thy - calling up to ask how 
I have stood the shock. Others got more Shocked than ]. - t~e firemen for in
sta.nce & Ethel, the idiot - wn.en I saw her with gloves in her hand I shook her 
out of her fur and veil & made her set to work. Henry is beneath contempt & I 
have not spoken to him Even (dont dare}. Fortunately no one took cold -
Good night - I hope I w~ll have no more horrors for my next letter. If you think 
she could read this please send it to Ivrar j orie .And ask her to send it to :Miss 
Nic ols - I have so 1m1ch to do I cant write them all - Harr<J Wrights wife is 
coming this week with the baby - not here but to London on their way to Shorn
cliffe. The Jaclc Oslers are at ]Ja.rlborcmgh. Jack is in Camp noo:n there and 
Nadine with her baby in the Hotel . I hope th8'J will come here one Sunday and 
have Uie Christening I am Godmother if you please -

I am really asharood to send this 

Affn 

Grace . 
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