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(Oxford] IJonday 27:t.h [Dec., 1915) 
Dearest Sister 

If I skip Saturdays or Fridays post as I did last week - I am 
1 os t and I believe the sa.l'!le thing vr.i.11 happen, unless I v.rai t with this. I have 
writ ten lied & the girls - Thanr..s you so much for the stockings '.::hey are splen-
did - I like these silk ones so nm.eh I hate putting on thread ones. The 
maids were enchanted at bving remc::::bered & all ask me to thank you for them. 
The sweets nave not arrived yet - They could not have come by the st. Louis -
but they vrill turn up soon I am sure. The case ·,.ith all tl1e ,-:onderf,1]_ things 
came Christ!:ns night & I have just opened it. You are a wo:rJderf--11 person -
and too too generous. Your ovm imde soclrn are splendid - I s.ent tvro pairs 
to Jae};: 1.icCrae - 2.nd held the ot,1ers for nice feet - ·.,illiam perhaps - and 
the powder too. ,)id I tdl you tbat V.'illiam sends his soclcs & flannels here 
for Bateman to wash - so tliat he is kept in most tidy condition, he is still at 
Uuolwich. .All the things in the box are useful - I Yr.ill write rn.rs Danielson -
she is a tru.mp. The two coats are beauties and t'anda vi.ho is 11ere for two weeks 
will nelp rne place the··n on two needy Belgia.11 backs. The socks are splend.id -
We are collecting ~00 pairs for extras for the Oxford & Bucks. I got your 
cable & hope mine reached Cantorr thank you -

T.nursday a m 3Qtn, This is a queer perfornnnce as I have sent a 
letter in bet\'ieen thanking you for your wonderful cheque - The sweets came 
and are much appreciated - I hope th0 \'!rights or Ott ilie writes - but they 
haven't ;nuch capacity for writing or sense of propriety from rrg stmdpoint but 
they are tlle dearest family - Ottilie dined here last night - sne begins to 
really seem like her old self. Caapoell will probably get his clisc:b.,arge soon 
and he and Ottilie go home le~ving toc children here. The Uni versi t-T people 
vrrote that the students 1,ad foJ.len off so tbat they covtld :not keep the place 
vacant after .Jan.USJ.'"IJ - c- will have served 1 year and as ::IcGill is over-staffed 
at a;ny rate he feels justified in leaving - They cannot ·take the children as 
trieir house is let - The chicks are splendid nero and it seems v1icked to risk 
tne voyage & journey & :9ut them in a Hotel in Iowa City. Ottilie will coire 
back in June & spend thG sun1::er taldng ts1em back v:hen cool enough . Hilda, 
Palrrers v:ife who is a foolish little t ·u.ng is having a baby in April. She is 
,vaiting for Palmers leave to decid0 y;11at to do • .L hope she goes home with Otti-
lie for I think she -. 'Orries I.Irs v:right - but she will do her own way. Christ-
mas w o-a.ld ba ve been avr.ful if I hadn't 11a d the chance to help in the 1iospi tal -
BiL didut come - Campbell G- didnt co .. e & ,;1illle v:as ra tner seedy - He had an 
influenzary cold about three ·weeks ago whicn cau.g_::.t him ,m.en he v.ias overtired 
and he has nad trouble in tnrawin? it off - so I have kept him in bed tnree days 
and made .nim steam nis tnroa.t and_ taJ.Ie a tonic, - he is nov, much better. I 
helped wi t.n the dinners in big Surgical 6. Ths turkeys ·were c3.rved in the Ward 
and man;;;- men could sit at tables - Tne plum pudding;::; were lighted & al 1 was 
cheer-<J - except to.at in the middle of di1111er a convoy arrived and the stretcher 
cases were brought in - They v.ere not ver:r bad cases but all had been very 
sea sick and vrere feeling wretched. I was delignted bec2..use I Yms able to really 
help - ati.d fed one or two wit"- oad arms. I on giving tlle spl mdid bags from 
Susan & liart--aret to the rren who came too late for present! - 12 going to the 
r:Icrnaster girls to distribute in the Soldiers Hut in tne Infirmary. we dined 
at the trrights ·Chrisbias night - not Vl.O,and the youngsters played 6-ames -
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Archie was here & Captain Russel from :McGill . Revere writes very cheerfully 
now for al though he has not reached his destina. tion he has responsibility. 
McGill Camp is broken up - many officers cane English Hosi.,;i i tals - Revere sent 
to the new place where they vr.i.11 ~begin to organize & ma.ke ready - Col Birlrntt 
gone [to] Montreal on 11Duty11 for change of arrangements about 4tl1 year students 
who are with them. T".'!O new Field Ambulances are being formed - Harry- Wright 
cb.anged to one - and we suppose Revere, but it is simply impossible to under-
stand aJLl the delays and cli..anges. I only care that Revere is cheerful & satis-
fied witl1 work. ~here is little doing in France. Please tell me if Jessie 
Drapers son is in the English .Army? I heard he i.vas from M:r John Lane and he 
sent me his address etc but I really couldnt believe it. 

Dec. 30th. Bill has arrived - for 7 days leave - looking fat and 
well just like a R. C.Priest Seems rather durapy I think but perhaps he was s ea-
sick crossing - We have had a terrible gale. 10 superb trees d-o:m. in Ch. Ch 

meadow. Yesterday I went to town - lunch eel with Boh & Adele & drove to the Hos­
pital - Babs is at Stanway. Adele has not been very well.- rather worn out I fa11cy 

but looJ.r.s very fit. She said she had sent you the p cs of the Hospital. Mr C-
has given her an excellent motor - one that closes in so she is protected. It 
takes about 25 minutes froJ1 their door to the Hospital - rt is a wonderful 
house for it -. & 12 acres of land - loaned by the rran who owns ap the Maypole 
Dairies - They have 62 patients - al 1 convalescents thus far. It is admirably 
equipped and they could operate as they have an ei&:cellent little theatre. To 
me it seemed overstaffed but perhaps the;w may need them. Miss Wedgewood (Eliza's 
sister) is a very difficult person - but Adele thin1"".s she has conquered her. 
Adele is the administrator and all communica.tions with Base & war Office go to her 
di~ect . Bob audits the accou_~ts. I felt very sad for it seemed to me Bob was 
nothing more than a page boy - She im.de him run upstairs s L'l: times before we 
left the house and at luncheon to fetch & carry - ~n!1 talked incessantly about ":rr.w 
Hospital" - Cochran :has a nouse in the country & is hunting. Adele said_ all 
her friends are filled vrl th envy - but funnily enoug11. I didnt feel that way -
Bad - severe surgical cases appeal to me so much more. 

This afternoon I carried the bags of Susan & :i\'1argaret to the rren who 
came after the Christmas presents were given out and they were all so pleased. 
Good night. Heaps of love 

Grace. 
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