
') 

~ear Sister 

[From Lady Osler to M:rs. Cha.pil!) 

stow-on-the-Wold on the Broadway Road.. 
Friday Nlay 26th (1916} 

w.o had a consultation about 8 miles beyond here and insisted on nw 
coming as he hired a motor .. ,- He dropped me off here and I took a walk and have 
been sowid asleep in a field under a white ma.y bush - with daisies, buttercups..,-+l 
clover, forgetmenots & many others under ra:; feet. such a fine view across the 
Cotswold with Kingham and Chipping Morton in the dis tanee. I have loved it - and 
we are now to have tea in a nice old Inn.+ 1 only wish you were here. The day 
is too superb. I believe nw cClldi tion of mind is peculiar.1- I al.most resent the 
glory of the country and the blue slcy " when I think of the horrors across the 
Channel and the misery in the hearts everywhere. I believe it is easier to bear 
wnen the clouds are grey and the rain coming down,.,. although that is selfish for 
it is dull for the wotmded to be snut up in the .tiOspitals. Campbell Gwyn ee­
oame on Su:nda_x., left as w.e did and will .nave two days in town, &: Folkes tone on his 
way back. '1Ie loolal y.ears older and seems so weary. The Canadians are in tmt 
perilous Ypres salient - and all the officers say it would na}~en better to 
have given it up last autumn & have straightened the line. last Apri1(1915) 
when the Canadians saved Gala.is they have been kept there and the last few months 
the Guards mve been there ~ l tht._~.-}hey felt the Cauadia:na might get t.ts 

f ,8101!¥. eanpbell said as he said gooi.bye "._unt Grace far Heaven's sake keep Revere 
back if' ,-ou ean, as long as possiole" •. _One feels that anything Campbell tells 

, you nrtlSt be aut.nentic &: sensible for he ra speakS and he has told me so many 
things. One tries not to let these waary souls but they will - I suppose the 
reason that all the very young men who come over want tear madly ah out in 
London - do plays and restaurants - is to forget - but it s them appear c&-e-
less. Campbell told ne that for 3 miles in front of the trenc he bad just 
come from - he did not believe there was an inch you could put your • ger where 
there were not bits of shell - buried in the gr OUlld - it is a sol id ma. All 
the men who come back are perf'eatly optimistic and say of course it 1s all right -
go on sending Wmen and guns - men and guns" Campbell says huge guns are comiDg 
all the t:une - and not yet used, preparing for the :future. Isn•t it gb.a.stly to 
speak of the "fU.ture"? w.o is simply wonderful - he reads more in the papers I 
think than he used to at least he pretends to Jr but rarely 'talks ot the war.,t. lie 
bas so ~ i:1terests :- Spends all day Monday at Cli~~wl:l.ic.n is simply splen­
~ & officers tell me they live for his Men:lay visit •... That VUlgar old Col 
GgrrelJ. is still there ani even Nancy admits that he is a. w~rful organiser -
all his food arrangements a.re wonderful. Miss Campoell is ve happy with her 
work there. They nave an enormous gymnasium wnere t.ne woUJ:Jde get splendid 
exercises to help stiff joints under an excellsn.t masseuse. Tli~s Heart liospital 
Willie is interested in is not Canadian but run (medically) unde about four big 
medical men and a. good staff - and they are doing splendid resea h \V, ork vm.ioh 
Will be of i'amense value in the future. He goes there every Th day. Paignton 
has been very quiet pecently and w.o has not been for a long tim e. The MatNn 
we saw the day after sha arrived aas been a great success I believe & Dr Penhall ow 
is the Chief Surgeon & very skillful. I am sending £5- of your mon y to the 
Matron to take wounded in one of those big motors about 30 go and can have tea on 
the Moor - a.ud simply adore it. I believe I sent you her letter and think you 

Vl>uld like me to do it. Our Oxford Hospitals nave not been full for a. ong time 
al thougn the last cases were very bad - & the officers ward is usually 11 -
They can take 85 officers. I am sure I am al ways repeating nwself. One the 
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things Campbell told me about the prisoners was interesting - He says he often 
sees Germans being led through the trenches being taken out - and our roon Jump 
up and offer than acything they have to eat. Another interesting item - was of 
an American in Campbells Company from Detroit who saw his German school master 
from Detroit pii,ssing along as a prisoner - & went forward to sptak to him - The 
prisoner said n I really wasn't in Detroit to teach German - I bad another job" -
Devilish spies?? and so clever?? 

Did you hear that Arnold Whi tredge has got the Military Cross - his 
people must be delighted - We are seeing a niee young American named Fowler 
w.no came over as Mr Page(• sJ secretary - February a:t'ter war began he got into the 
artillery &: is now in the Flying Corps. He is ta.king a flying course on. engines 
here and is liVing in Christ Church. Jack Slessor is doing splendidly. He was 
one of 6 aviators to attack the Turl\:ish Camp - from su.ez - and bas now gone to 
the Soudan with a Flying corps - acting as emoarmtion officer - not 19 yet. It 
seems as t-hougb. the strain llillSt ·oe 'bo great. It :naes roo raging to be old. 
Mrs Griffith drives }?,er car at night to the station to meet the ambulance trains -
last night she went out alone at 12.30. Is not that real usefulness? 

Ma..y 31st. Joan grows sad - as her fianc~ has to be "boarded" tomorrow -
& rray go to France al though I do not really think he is fit - Ethel has told 
Joan she can stay over - I taney she knows she will be worrying at home. 
This month has been wonderful for them and they have had entirely tneir own way -
too much so for my old fashioned ideas about engaged people . Iams ending trJ.s 
'py ]h-s w. After all there isn't anything in it to censor. Recently there is 
~nsta.nt talJ.t of the War being over in six months or a year - but I can never be­
li~e i:t and no one knows - Every one coming home says. "It is all right, all 
righ n 

• Don't let people say England is not doing anything. The other afternoon 
I went out for an hour.,' First house was the Barr<llS - son a prisoner smce oc -
tober 1~14 - nephew who lives :there with them wounded.,' over to the Ac land house 
to see a country friend - one son killed, one with leg stiff and 2 inches short 
from wound,7' Then to the Wrights where there are 3 sons serving & Mrs Blake there 
with .2 ~· Then to the Sherringtons to condole with her as her only child of 18 
.had just gone to France.-,1 Then to see Mrs Macdonnell - only son killed & f'ou:nd 
with her Mrs Symonds,.,.:tvJhose only child had left Salisbury without being able to 
come home, After that I tottered home and wo.ndered what fate was in store for 

\ the Oslersi( 

Today I have heard from that French girl who si:ent the month with us -
s.ne is narried • . " And you never heard. such a.n account - Her husband is fighting -
3 brothers - 6 bi-o,thers-in-law and 13 nephews - It simply makes one gasp. 
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Good night ~ou 'Will be 
splendid - Many than.kit-.__ 

'------. 

exhausted. The 2 pairs of shoes came and are 

Grace 
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