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Uni ver si t;yr of Cr.1.li.2onlia 
San Francisco . 

It was ,ey _sood f'o:rtu.ne to have come in rather clone contact wi th Sir 
William Oslel' in 1915 durinr; the \7orlr.l 1Jp,r . He wns consul tant to one of the 
hospitals in South Devonshire , Enzland, where I was workine, e.nd à.urine his 
visite to t 1'J.s section , wlüch would sorJ.etimes lr.st u w0eL , he would have lunch•· 
eon vritn us uvery day after his ward rounds. 

Thcse lu:ncheons were a cteli.5ht, as Dr . Osler 1 s conversation was always 
sparklt.n,~ une. brillant and l'ull of' hurc1or! It became my custom l:.o jot clown in my 
diary mu.ch of 'Hhat ne saie. . .dl pickL1z.; it. up i:.hB other eveninr; I found hifi 
remarko lû5hly e11t,srtaii.int; a.1d :i. t occuroJ. to me that pe rha~)S the :readers of the 
Journal wou.ld f'ind. thè:1 equa.1 l.y :10 . 

Dr . Onler roturncC. aftdr a 1:10:1tn' s absence. As he nade his visit 
through the ho spi tal he 0one:n::;ted. c,verywho:rc a s;:>iri t of war:.u f'd.endoh~p . He 
shook han.as wi th hll tn""' docton.1 n.nd nurses a.s ho cume to then, not overlook
in[; the prob;,.tionorc . 'I'o tt,.o:i . ., ,:cros~, ti10 w·-,rd. lw waved a :t'r:\.nnc1 ly L:reeting. 
Ono of the n.urso r: a.1,'.:sG hi: 1 to 1 ot • .'.éH" tA.::t1 hi r:; r:IwtogrEI)l1 nnd î10 6ranped the 
arme of tuo of ti-ic c.,c-+~orc i,,è,:/:>1t:- 11 1.-ell, but I must h2-vc the boys ,;fith me . 11 

A f'ew momcr.tD ;-,.ftcrv;arün the nurse , \ïatchint; her opportuni ty, sna.pped him by 
tûmself . ïlhcn he hcnrd the clicL cd the c1:u1era he lonknè. U[) in surrriee and 
exclai1c10C~ s1-iili~l .. _;.i:- l'0:1 ! you. tl~i.s,:;.• . 0 

As hc '1le .. ..:, the secrctary of the hos~-ütal, a very qu.iet and demu.re 2ng-
li s11 w·oma11 , he as:{cè" t.or i:f n1'"10 ,;rere bcitl._.~: treated as ·well 8~r- n}1e ùencrved . 
She blu3hcd ancl re:,1..isd t:,at she thour:;ht Dfl':3 ,;,as . ',lh'ë1:rcmpon Sir '.iillia,!: re
plied: - 11 WelJ., if you are ;10t, ~1..rnt let me ,:no·.v and I shc.11 se.ethat your treat
ment reache s tha t atc.ri.ctc: rd . 11 

I showed. him 0i,:;ll'r, ;;,\ 'JC i:: of ;_;t,1nr,l10t wqund s o:2 the c:10 nt Rnc, h,, exar!.lined 
then carefully a.,1r~ ~:1 ctb.tsù a not.: on en.ch and tLen remP rked to me: - 11 Turn ther.i 
over to Dr . Rest a:1cl F'ather Ti ,10 ant.l ,rith the as ;,if:t2.11.ce of the nurses and the 
culinary clepc0rtP1cnt tLey rrill socn corr:l t\.round . 11 

He becane vory .:nuch interest0cl in m1 aneurysmal varix of the popli teal 
which gave a pist~tl shot souncl in botL :Cer'IOJ":Ü a:rtorios . '!lha::1 we went to lunch 
he soon had hinself s.1rrou.nd.ed by evory boo:ic ~;.n om· lib:rary which contained any 
mat ter on a.1eury ,:r-rn . 

All of us W6rc ·,miting i:r. the drawing roon for lunch . Dr . Osle r was 
si ttin6 on the corner of a table clicldnt: his heels togethe:r wi th the buoyancy 
of a school boy, ,1iv:m the luncl1 bell sotmc.led . f-ut ,10 one rnoved -:..'o r a moment 
and then Dr . Üsler c1uickly re-•1.ri.rked to Lad.y Osler Rno. Hrs Herbert Iloovor :-



11Why, thcse boys get u.o at eix o 1 cJ. ock O:,~ nunt. ho..ve nutr.u.eed that we got up at eicht o 1c lock ! )~d I know t,hoy e. r e hungry . Let'a e;o into lunch . " 

ïli th us this day ·,nB.fl o. profo:-s0r ùf i:wcioloü of a \.'.estern v.niveraity · , d + .. ) ' ·~·1 :i•t· ond hi s wife, who were spend1.ng r, yea.r !l,)roe, svu.1.,y1.ng soc:t"l concn i ons . The Car..:,e[_i;ie Fuud for unjversit,r orofe asora was mentioned . Dr . Osler oaid; 
11 1t~ i s a o-nlercdid thinr; r~nd in ;1!"1~Y instr.mces a. lifo navor to the pr ofessors 1 

"' - r .. · • ' • · ' t • · • ' • ,.,,,, i .,, 11 l" e " l • ,il tl 1 ' • n wives . ï.hey \ .,r .. ü w:ivenJ mwe a mosr, rying pro.t.,,SG œ,, -~ -.,u .. e~,, OOKJ. r.; n:!.'ter u s , for the beet o:f' us ere a )Oor lot - sirr.ply t:rer➔.dinr.; on the ft:xte of our pr edecessc:crJ· t,h:rowin,- dus'-·, in tr:B Bt,u.dcr:t" 1 eve;s, bJ.t f'o rtunately some "'jJ ~--.,/ ... • of' t h0'1 i"'ind us out, . u 0!10 Jr,dy re;,lted , ''Why, 0:- . OëJl,W; 1 tl.ink yi:m dcee rve all you rccci.c . I }11;1ve 1·"::P:rd 0f T:r . (1el::r 1 s bou:-: on r,;;,cdcinc for so mtmy ycn.rs the:t I cx:>•2ct,ed to neGt n, old uan . 11 D:r . Osle r J.o.ughed end se.i.d; "Oh , t},a. t wc,_a 1 J;;l f'td,h n· . H"l ·:m fl 8 :'i ne, o l. 6 ,:10.rd 1' 

I.'r . 021 (J r t1 G-1'1 ~crni:J.t1tie1.t; ni-i:_"'!.i\t rt:: ... -~.5 .. ru..:.r,; rie of a. time v·l1er1 two ot!1er doctorG F.n.l I v1e1•e scr.t on ,, cw-r,Jittf!e clo,;".'r, 11n t.he ca1,rLt·rn slwre of Marylund t o invcst:i.:;i:1te- A. œ·ttu· . v,e. l:'(~t cl-1'.}c'. ti ~ "'1B11. to' 1. ,d,t•rs we were going, I vt8.a :i.l.;.tl"'i)(h1c~~-<1 .;\,.) -+-:,o d.c(>4·10:r o:·1 t.r~c co--~.:"J.L.~i J.j;;~, "- Bp1.enô1.( type o:e th.e Old Soh•Jol, a.\,,,: a.r:. 11.e L/1.v.·~ l~l :~~~_,,..1 1: 1. r cr .. rrtlnl !-tLr~:i:.,"1 , }•t;: r-.sl~6(:1 lvJr:iiti:tti:n.zly, t~}1.ow
i"i'lS~ 8tlrp:·1r~"~ -t1::'.:':t: 0-ict. r1ot t .. r-v~~ rtl,:1-11• lnc~.~s . !'/e1.1: :'~l"'e :'oi.t thé :~~ r . Onler of Bi1l ti!.,or~-; Ytl"o !H·u:-; .. -1r:i1.,tc:;t;, •1},_n.t t. f)() 1 1~· .JC. 1·1n:..'icl'r' .. (} ? ~ Ac <lt.:tic1,( as a flae.1 I re :)lic~r:, 'D1 \ .. 110, t} ,~ .. i· :..-,.~.-- fr~,c:·::fir ! 1 '.;ie}.1 J ·th.:.,1Jt;.tt no,' he added., 1 ··;(J'.,t, : · ·u ,i vr: r/ :E.- ol(t t"''fu.; "1:/ r-0 .... -;r.rr·:r:1 ro,c:.. ·L~~l l t11·,i t~iat l certainly li':eu tL.:- ·.-"'-;i .~0 .r~,,".,·,1i\t'"1 tb:, ,:ub,j,~ct oP :i.LfE,ctioue ,~iteascs , eei:ecüüly pnew . .1c.n1ia. fld.d r.:.t8.lar1r . . 1 'I o'r:nl.l f:ru.r:·l;.{ clo t'.~tr1ti, i l r~:-:~iè, •:: .. r•.\:1 I ~:rt,}'N F:atheir wlll. be vRr:,· i::;r:<tL i'ied . 1 ,\:::J ··,:: ro. id.nE>c lie:r..J s,:,v;:;rul ôr>.yB ,·m tr1oi.ie;h4:, 
wia wou.lC:. Ji..:1ve t,::, tcI.1 t.hf• ;:ile. doct::ir t c,J :~rvt.h , bt•t. ,0 cidn I t . '1 

HO:n.e dr1:f on th.i s sn.:-1.e trif), 1;.,~ harl ju.et !?tri. i~L.t::.ci l1.n1"Jl'L cn1d v,err-- i.n the o.fi'icc of the hotol, whon iov,0 orHJ ,-1.rnhEK, ln nnd. PFb'6 V' . ..>ry e;·eitcdly if D:r . Osler 1:erc: t::,m·o t,nc if r:r:: 'i,vcüc. ç,. '" "~".t to tJ-tEJ nhorc1, for B. 1,~dy had i'alh,: .. ulf tL.e :--ii0r a..v1d r:1'.B ::.,ô .. )1t bt: drolminr, . I iur.uliatel,y eaid t hc\t I d id 
11ot J;.11ow !1Ucl1 c .. bo1J .. t :ro-,311rci t./~.tir .. .:i L rrrPrlü ·:1e.Gpi(l:1, t:·,F~1 t. \/·'et$ ot~ t oi., r:iy li11e , bu.t thn.t o~·"'.,.f.':: or t1"1c ctoctc,:rn "."}5,t,li r·~/· '"1!;•\~" 'J· t} n,}:1!:i.r:n t ;:;:;eci::.:.:t et ir ... ~~hl 3 
branch . '?}ci.~· d0-;·tûr îirl3 }1ltr1--i ed. tn 1',:.--,e f;("~nc ~.YK1. 1~!18 fr;_ 't. ":10:~1.n..r.. '";..,..JL() ha.d V·tln.tu:retl 01xw, t.Joz, 1~~.r on tL.G pier r.1"\(~ hPc.1 r-li1J~·1(;t1 i:1.t...::, tl1~1 ":1::: ... tsr v;r ... ;i soon c1t1.i te resto1·ed . r11e ;·,·½'7'-.1 :ti (Jorr=- :1Hpnrn .~P.Vf. t·\:1. "'_cc":'" .. ::-1+. :,1_"' t: .. c .i.:1ciCcn1t 'tl1.f; ~-ext nornin,:_;, û.u cl ar.i.nc tlird; tb-: 'Yo~:1an I s J:ife ,m.s sav·d ,tue to the 1)r,:)r •. )t f.:.c tion of t hj.8 doctcr, a :,; ·,ecü-ih st :tn r 3s~;,r:,:-:i t,tinr.; è.r o·rnL1t po')ple , -~ho ha.p~:)enoJ. to be r1car t !H1 oce11e ~ ·the i''!t ,vor1;1.T: ~1an n~,rer f:;r~.~--,tt011 the <},.octor' r, 21f:roic ('teed ana al wnyt:i r')o11clf4 }tir-.. on hc-r :1~ ... ::'"t}·~: .. u;,r t_ t)"' tt...f -~2 let ~:,er r·.cco,"1}JR11i~?tl b~,r 
fj ~-)ernor1nl ~r.:.o·tog:rFp}1 . F:r tLit t,i!i~ :i~; .. , :..r.'.)lJ 11.·".'~~: C~ t' 1't~---~ici(1,1.T~lJr 1··1.r,~e 
coll ection. te, at,œi~ ? :,r ?tog:re_;hi0 r:r-ülery . " 

juri::c t.h nun.l i:;m1t·~;hi11z ,"'ln r1enti oncd a.bo-:..rt, the Bn.::;15. ûh •:wt eatti:1; hot brcnd ml.il ;,,1· . Oeler r e:)lieô.; 1:'i..'het is the rce.son t.10&:~ c:oct,1rf in E:n.:.:; le.nd n.r e poor . ,.'hy , I U3:::d to f'!'.'"h" :v li vü~L; i .n Bé: .. 2.tii:i.on~, 11 he co,:tit_Uü,'., "fr cm tho people v:ho ont h•>t bre::i.d, ju;,t ru, the ci oz-:~:.oro ln j or:t01. :: PJ.:e •,ri,:cir li vins L'ro:1 ?eoplo who oat pie . One i:.ir:t') J h11d rêJ.y "- ~ ·t . , •. eGre a r.>, a ver:/ intelli0ent 



woman and a hot, bread eat e r oi' cour[•G , comp1.le tlK histories of the caees 
which had come to my office ::~or :Jne year , and you would be surpri s"3d at the 
larE;e ner cent in which hot brePd ,ras the cause of their trouble. 11 Then 
just to nake a cleeper impression on 1.:ir: ,1,s1H~l'f h,1.,~ •.rit'.1 r twinkle in hie 
eye, ho said , ''I believe it c~,;'\e to 6c, 1/:: ,, , • 

The professor of' soci ology , very able but decidedly und.erdeveloped 
and undcrnourishod , said he had been to see five specialists on account of 
stomach t r ouble . ( I afte rwards J. eRr ned tha t all fi ve of the i''peciali sts had 
told. hin the.'~ his trouble wus neurasthenie.) i'ihen the prof'essor left Dr . 
Osler re::iarked; "That •"'!an is n Yery n:::·mrt fellnw but it w~ts too bad that he 
conldn I t lw.ve chosen hi s :12.::·ents for he has too ::mch hriün for hi s uo<ly . 0 

/ Oo,:::1in,; out, f'r0r1 llm.cb ,,e w't 1\ round amok.in;~ e,no. r:one one menti oned 
/ 

what t.he Rockci'eJ.lcr 11eliof' Fund for the Belcians had ncco1:1p:.iehecL Dr • 
. et Osler rcnr rkcd that it ,'fft"• rRt11nr ')eeuliar ho',' '.:'.r . Roc\:e:feller first becP.me 

i nteroct.,c'. in Jo':mB I!onkinn . Le sa.id; 11 At dir..ner one evenin.;_:; in Baltimcre •1 a·, · t -~J· •• , . · .·,, ,,.,, F. R 1 ·"'11· 1 i ·n '· ,, r. :i._,wn,prc;;ac.en, o:r oünB IlOpKins, s.nu ~.œ . ..,,a 1,es, Hr' , oc"-(:;'Je ers r g,1:, 
i1and r,1a11, ~Nere si tt:Lr1s ~)i<lci 't)~' sicle a11d .:{r . L}a. tes rct1arkec~ tJ..J3..t n.r.:d" l 0T1i-; ago 
11e pic}::c>~~ ·,.1·;, ~Je r c~·1r ... nce, booJ.: o~i :;iec~icir1t1 by· a r,1ü.:n 11ar,ted Os}.er a.11(t looki ne 
th1·ou1:;l1 i-L he beca.ae interer:tecl in i t co J,:r.chascd a c9:iy and enjoyec~ i::i.tense
ljt reac~i·(1E~ t}1e fject'?..,.Jn on i r1!:1ectiou.a clieE.;3-ses . ITot lor1r., eft~r\1ar·:~2 l1e -toltl 
!Ar . Rocl:ofel 1er how et16ro~ned h'!:, hè,d bocuw iE trü !-' book: a .1~. "~hat he w~ ahed 
to precer1t him 1ri tl1 c_ co~J~/ \·}.:.ici1 J1 . ..; t:it~~ . Soo:n ;.:~fterr:·:::trde , ,r . fcoci.:efeller 
told \Ir . G'1.t,ec tl:r..t he ,mn mœ,:r~s,::d i,o know thi:,.t ,:,t:·l>.icine ·,me :3uch a wonder
full;/ proc:,;rr:,s1,ive fciencc .:::w.' to learn l,hnt, gooà. work thif· mn.n Ocler was 
doi n<; in Be: ti:nore . M:r . Gilman w2 R n,,.,turall~r su.ch intcrec-teé' in 'fr . Gatea 1 
story ancl wh0:1 he :1,,1.cI firi:iH}H.':C.t. }1( sr~1c: f

1r:o\'r -.~i~ . Ge.te~ i:2' :to,..l "'Io1..1.lu E,it <lovin 
tomorro-,, and wr:i. t,,:, Lr . Caler ,.-Jmt you have toh< :10 , I :,,::: i:ouTc Le ,;oult..l fee l 
very grt1til'ic.K:.. . 11 Aceor d.inely , in a fe;i days I recci.ved o. let ter fron ,fr . 
Gates to the ei'fect of' the above . A:'ter ree.c.Ling it, I handed it to Mrs. Osle r sayinr;; 11 Please .,?-:..l.t this letter in the séü'e , Thcre m;iy cone e. tir:ie when it 
Vlill ~)l'ove o.i: service . " 

Dr . Oale:r wer:.t on to F-f,:,; 11 '1\ :'s-,; yoars latcr vrhen the E~ltimore f'ire 
occure<l and Sul:>jecteu tf1e lio:1.\:i1ts i/ec1.icF.l f;c}-1001 to Rncl: E lor:~s, I aHi:ed I\'irs . Osler to lo,::i\: U!) the L.tter fr,vn Hockei'eller 1 s m.a,1 . The ltl~ter was readily 
founi. t:.Lù. I ,\·rotf: ü1nodiately to ;,;r, Gaten s,:t;')"Ü',g; 1You Hre dou.btless aware 
oi' t:;,ie 1:n1.i.'ul f':1. re 'i1hl on has vi si ted De.J. ti:.10re 2.ncl of th(j los s H}ü ch Hopkins 
ha6 21,.rntaim~d . Several yen.:rr: aio you ':rrote me a. very int,èrea:.ine lc,tter and 
i t j ust occureù te rne ths.t probably :,..-ou coulcl .i.ntercst hr . Hockefeller in 
considerint; our unfortunnte position at i~ni:3 time. 1 

''A f·ev1 days l&tei-- I receivs0_ r:. tc~c .. ~ra!J za:{i11,~, ' Our .~:r . 
be wi tb you tor:i.orrow . 1 A:nù. 1 tomorrow 1 1 our , .. r. Mur phy I came and 
several days in ma.king an nccur'lte ostinate of: the Eopkinc loBs . 
ing we lw.(.... hiis"l r:-t the ;,1,œylnrv.: Club and showed hL1 LLat we ~;ere 
f'ellows ! 11 

·,:urphy will 
s:)ent 
In the even
.Jretty good 

11 After Er . i ~u:r;ùy I s de;x:.rture severa.l wecJ.::o expi red, they seeoed like 
montho . We hearc:i. not:1ing ard. our hories ha.c: waned eonsiderabl y , when J received 



a ld,ter f'rmn Jolm :;; . Jr . srwine;;. 1My F'Bther has carefully conside r ec! your 
losses wrüch total ~1i-50 , t,00 , (,7 and he wishee to knov1 whether- you would pre
f'er to have a check or securitios f'or the ar1ount of ·,500 ,000 . 1 I immediate
ly took r:.iy let ter of r.;oocl news P.round to the treasure and 1Ir . Rockefeller 
v;as :i.nf'ormed that we would be plensed to reeeive a check for the /'î00,000 . 

It was mi stine and cool one day . ~'ieveral of' us were standinr; 
around the l'ire- place waitin[. f'or the lunel, bell to sound . j\rnt then Dr . 
Osl er cruT.e in lJal'ë heacied and wi thout an ove r coat . Lady Osler 1 ooked at hirn 
and exclaimed in astonishnent; 11Why Si r William, whA.t o.o you mean oy nnming 
arounù here in t1te r ain barc hertded anè, wi thout an overcoat ? 11 Sir lf!illiam, 
v-rho ·Na.s just getting over a l'lev_ere coJ.d, evidently could f'ind no plausible 
ex:JÜmation for hifi cnreles:.meR1r;0n,:)lied vrith a srnile; H'Jie l l - a.h- well , 
vrhat I s a li ttle rain ! :~ Mn; . Oiùer sr'lilingly 11aic; 11 0h you nre tettint:: qui te 
smart . I think it in time I "l"as ta.k ing; you bnck this nftn:n,oon to Oxford, 
althouih I beli~ve you woultl really rether stay hcre . " Dr . Osler acquieeced; 
'\.',I'~vE:r I have been r-,rou. d tüose ar.ti,1ucs at Oxfnn: for e ,,hile I don I t know 
what l should do now and then unloss l cane düwn here wi ti1 the boys . " 
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