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Yours sincerely, 

From the same to ·:.·.o. 

Drrift. 

I'y de Pr Nicholson, 

C • B • lil!:BERDEN • 

cust-/17 /3. 7 
Brasenos6 College, 

Oxford. 

Eay 27, 1911. 

As you i-:now, the Curators of the Bodleie.n Lïbrary . 
have been condiering the difficulties created oy the state of your 
health. They desire to treat your interests with the utmost 
considerBtion, anè they recognise fully and with gratitude the devot
ed services wh1ch you have rendered to tha library since your ap- • 
pointment in 1882. But they cannot conceel from themsel~es 
the f act that the librery has been suffering during the last two 
terms from your :prolongea absence and from your 11aving been unable 
to do the full work of the Lïbrarian after you returned to the 
Library. The Curators are awore that you have latterly been 
able to increo.se the number of ~ours du:::ing Y,'hi ch y ou have been 
i:n attendance at the Li brary, but they thinlc thet your health 
does not allow of y our carrying out completely the very erduous 
duties of the Librarian when you are present,end, as responsible 
for the iYelfare of the liorary, they cannot ignore this. The 
è.ifficulty is all the more serious because it is a critical tir.1.e 
fo·r the Li br2.ry, the preparations for the printing of the cata
logue and the rearrangements necessitated by the ner bookstore 
involving heavy work and great additionalexpense which require 
the constrint supervision of the Librarian in every particular. 
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The ·Curators have "t'1ith great reluctance c01ae to the conclusion 
that it vrould not be fair to put this 21train upon you, and they 
are therefore prepared , ip the interests ôf yourself rro less than 
of the Library, to propose to Convocation that you should be allowed 
to reeign the office of Librarian, receiving the full pension, 
viz. éî2500 a year-, which is assigned after 30 years 1 service.under 
the Bodlei1:,n Statute. 

I shall be glad to see you about this pro:posal, and to discuss 
the natter with you if you should desire it. 

Yours since:r.ely, 

C.B. HEBJi;RDEH. 

W.0. 1 s typewritten note on the back of this letter is as follows:-
This letter wa.s the outcome of an inforr,ial meeting of the 

Curators on the 27th of May 1911. We h2d had the :perlustration, 
and h,ud arrangea to meet quietly without Hicholson1 s li::nowledge 
in the Delegates 1 room after the inspection. Vle ha:d been the:re 
about ten minutes ond had liatened to a report on the legal position 
drav1n up by Goudy and An son, a copy of which ie here appended. 
Vfuile we were discussing it in wan~ed, lricholson, who had evidently 
had rumeurs of the meeting. It was a, ver y awkvvard position, but 
Heberden told him plajnly that he did not t1ùnk hi i3 presence nec-
es s Pry . Then he p_sked t o 1:1ake a st atement, and said he was gradu-
ally getting back to . full work. ry opinion wi t h reference to 
his physical condition wes that he Wé1S getting back to full work 
rapidly, but t:Briere was at 3-ny time a liabil ity to break dovm, and 
that he was h2.crd hit in mind , body and estate, and assured the 
Curators that he had not the slightest intenttion of resigning. 

W. O. 1 s net es; 
(..IJ';,~li/3 ,/0 
Fov . 22, 1911. 
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