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Bodley I].vestig~tion _1?.Y_.Qurators of llicholson' s behaviour. 

F. !1adan' s statement. Pnd clearly. " ov.? 1st date for 
illness, Declirn°' 0 nd ralf 1910. July 1910 looked 111 :end complEined. 
illness, py;ay, Gol0s·t}y, ca:'1e b2ck v•ork Aug. 15- Oct. 10, vrns worse, 
partial illness i~i~ Nov. 7 to Dec. 24. Improved, oroke do~n, 
Larch 6, 1911, eway ill till Anril 27 - whole term. '~' ill Aup. 31 
~ble to be at Libr2ry every day. ~e-pt. 1 pv1ay, tn1ck Oct. 16, looked 
well, at Lib. on 2nd o f f part of ev (evenins?) 

2nd élOsence. Alvmys and eve r L. ( Li br 2riém) h as sa.id i:rnrk 
of Lib severe, h ·.,s had t o over, .. ork nnd str,ff overworlœc1. At one 
time 70 days stet(ed) }rnlidë.Y too much and suggest(ed) 40 fü,ys. 
StRff of 70·+-persone. Lists per receipt ? daily 200. 

end sc·rious. Av. for 1900-09 i s 74 or 75 driys i.e. wi thin 
stat. time. 1910 ave. 1st hal:f 3? days; 2nd r...clf 113 = 150, not 
fll of eac:1 dé!y; 6 hrs • R full d.:-y except when Vie close at 3, the 
5 nrs. In 1911 (up) to nresent d.ay s of absence -= 163 

not total, cames fr. 
Sundays. ::o deys of 
each ye2r.Fu11 hours 

150 
313 = in 2 yrs 

p2rt of àe.ys, not closed days included, or 
full hrs in the day ■ 1906-9. 150 d2yn in 
191C,- Jan.-June 56 full, July - Dec. 6. 

) 
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Cor:tinued fro:m other side. 

1911 - in 1st half 5 days;· in ,2nd h alf' to date 3 days. 
nrs ; 2nd ·w. 4~t-; 3rd w. 4-}; 4th w. 2/').. 5th 'fJ. li; 
week) only a (2)? ½ hrs. 

I 1st v, . 5•,11 

6th w. (this 

3rd ahsen.ce _) . Vlork done, most imp. Under stim( ul us) of 
Cur (ator ~ressure? he can do work; will-power great, can go l hr 
Cur( .stor) meeting. 1vl1en stirrm.lus removed he c2n do nothing This 
rer-iction staff see it 2.11. Curators cannot see it. See Gibson 

and Somerset. Will came and sink into chair, averse to 
writing. V!hen tries to do work spends spends his time in revision 
of cat2ilogue érnd of music -asks "i s enything I must see?''. Fi ve
sixths of his time proofa of catalogue. Full of odd tricks, not 
und sr self control (?) . Carrie s ( ?- off 211 sheet s of paper, put s 
dovm Pnd put s hend on i t, turns over 15-20 t imes. At worst gets 
up sidevreys and plunps down. Cannet gèt into door 1511 before be 
caught in, :my staff knows, not stRir. DF:y of visitation WBS at 
his bestr 4 .30 in Library, there alone - doing nothing - turning 
na:per OV6·r: ,vorl< done ,vhi ch should not be done. He 
thâ.t is his :position (1) reg. of Camera recding, 2nd, ac-
tion in copyright bi.11 Cam. 10 - 10 and much work. Since July 
1910 only these twice. V.C. asks 0 how do you know that?" t'heeler 
and Eil l er test it - once for a short time in eve Oct. 1911, once 
half morning with Gouè.y . 2nd print copyright bill JJov. 8th sent 
memo to Warden of All Souls. :B. Li b. wrote t o Ward en referring to 
evidence given in 1898 on 13th. Lib. dictat·ea notes to Gibson and 
memo t.o Warden and e report in 5 lines 11 rea.d itn • .€200 for Univ. 
needs, value as department 2s national lit erature Yras invaluable. 
Asked G-ibson ;;hy and said Libr. not in a condition to draw up a 
memo . Other headings net dealt with - (1) Bible exhibition - no 
steps taken; (2), case rej. of the J)ye:r liSS; (3) Hef. of Lass ? 
of Hartmann; (4) shortage of boys; (5) finance of Cat. revision 

- price fellows donation; (?)jRepa.icJ MSS binding; (8) Report 
1910, less than one page by Lib . ,the rest elsehow v1ritten and only 
corrected; (9) Discourtesy to readers - ? or 8 ~ no rhetoric or 
perorat ion. 

Dr . Co·rrley when nom. 12 years aga and 2.:p:po inted to work wi th 
him 2nd very disappointed to ta.ke é'-"f',Y other uosition. 'l'hings 
cht:mged sin ce 1910. Agree wi th r'r. l'fadé'~n: - ( 1) rnderstand :B. Li b 
h~s no knovrledge of accounts of this year but the posi-
tion of extra staff , 18 persona w:10 cost laet year J:1293. In 

tha.t cost of this should be kept in h-aôd -
no one supervises it - no regulation :. occasionally consults Gibson 
diê1'ies not kept . (2) Cat. revision - 12 persons working - cost 
"'21020 - chief trouble i s no scherne in existence, ei t her what or vray; 
at -oresent he renorts once in 3 mas and :,ibr. does not 1.mderstcmd. 
(3) Underground store.ge - there ag2in no scheme as to books or 
-classes of books to be transferred . Ce1..1era bosement e disgrace to 
aey Libra.ry . (4) In Staff calende..r certain duties -put èmvn as 
Li b .. duty for year - ar;1ong the:m select i o .. , of foreign books now 2 
al together . ( 5) Book c2talo,;;ue, rioglected ( 6) List of histor 
books , ex- price fellows 1 books . (?) Copy-right re:::,ort or August 
not yet sent for :..~ay . "Inquire of the inevitable Gibson11 • (8) 
Haut ine matters come to 1:1e· •in wey of correspondence ênd t2ke uu ail 
my tine, 2nd take :ne fr01;1 Orientrl side. : 1~. Lad.an hos told you 
he has beer cor,üng later enè 1;:;ter. 
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• .. ,. 0 . 1 r.· Ilot e s _lJ_o_v._o._2_, Z__.· .,,_19 3:-1_ __ -:- c ont in ue d . 

Sen. Proctor. Ill froTI 1910 - work s~tisfrctorv rn< normal to 18 
mas. 2~-. ·-·~at is the ~ractice in illness? ·uever ill - diee now 
if ill - teke it ['·S ordii1r'ry holidP.y. Ass • .?1::..o\Jed not to coi.....nt 
illr-.esses rs r .. oliàays. Gouc'y says no Staff c2-lend2r lays it dovm. 

1:r. ~ ada.r. tells how lPrge1 2nd staff overworke.d. I s i t underst 2ffeè1 
::. srys h"S .1ever rcad it in charge. C ct-=-ff c2n wor}- it~ One 
more - hcs bu"'iness incre?sed? (:r:.) ;r-ot yet, but normal work not 
begun. J0ckson chips in • 

Jim. Proctor é'Slced ::bout 18 extra. st2ff? Vr-ry fron t i ~·.e t o time. 
✓ 1 A.L.S .:--sked .:--ùout Prize ]ellows Hoder"" History v:orks. . . Prrt 

1909 EE3 exnanded. 1910 only PJeti. i s in fini shed "'é'rt shows /:45 
rpent. 1911 more SY)ent - rot yet :10:rrled over for 1911, not 
"'sked for. 

: 1ov. 24, 1911 . 
.tftcr lîicholson' s return in October 1911, .e 'i1-r-s better for r 

time, but then tLe Y)hobioe Pn~ trickP returned ~nd he was so rruch 
r:w2,y thrt the Ct:ré1tors decided to hold e Cor-:..'Yl"li ttee of encmiry. 
On this : de-clir.ed to serve, as I W'?c-. seeins hir.i~"P 0 er1i-nrofessio.1al 
rrny. To this 11eetin;~ I v,ras stlJ.monec1 2s menber of the Standing Co 

mi ttee. = nè.en' s re-po1'"'t r.ad evidently been preDered v,rith the creat-
est care. I really think it would t2ve been more decent if ~e h2d 
not g1ven evidence ~s :,.e 2nc1 : ic ,ol~vn Lave oeen rt loe;ger:1cads for 
ye[,rs. :-icholson h2s volu..'nes of )tediam, full c: Gll sorts of 
cccounts of ... ' s 11 br 1_"!.tFl" treatment of n1m. If we try to dislocate 
N. he wil::.. bonbard the Uni verFity wi th t:i1ese stor·ien 2,nè there ·will 
be :: ,y::·etty r·ow. 

:.:<.1rch t, 1912. 
'.l'}.is ter .. , .r:~s ['bout f inished poor Nicî1olson. ,.1s n},obie.e ,1ere 

very bc:d, E;nà kept hir.1 uorking hours c:>t night r .. r'kint.: co:npensation 
for 211 "'orts of trivi<'.l ections. He cot to tbe J.ibrary for a few 
heurs Pr>c:: è2y but V,".,s not fi~ for ::ny con'.:.i::.1uous rrork. At the 
Sttnài:1[; Co.;.:ittee he w.:1s often very ·,:udôled but he hro no actual 
delu.sions. His lnft a1'.lnerrrince 2t the Library w2s c t thP, Curptors' 
meeting, re 1J. 10. ~hou '::. he :ooked very i 11 ile , .ade r, vezy cloê:l.r 
stater.'.l.ent of his conèi'tion, 2ttributing it. ['_1 1 to leck of sleep,snid 
he wr>s -etting ~ette11 [·r.d ['Sked to ',e &llowed t o t.-,ke i t èasy for a 
few r1on'.:.hs. He wrs rer·lly ,.. •rflry n2t::etic fi~n:e - é' troken nan 
<1t tL0 very e·:d o:' :.ir: caj:eer, still hopeful, still uné:ble to see 
vhot i'l'>>'l so evident to a.11 thet the gaJ:'J.e vras up. The V.C. rsked 
him to retire, rnd it wos dec1ded ofter discussion that he was to 
be r-sked to t ake ::, year 1 s lenve v:i th full nay. The strrin of the 
: eetinr; •~nocked :- . "Ut b'"'dlY ond he too::: to<j, boà ~..;1d for two weeks 
::e..,.,t .,.,retty ,·ell, except thot his ·Julse eg?n to slow dov,n èropping 
t o ,..,6 r'r:è 30 wi th well r1~,rked i nt erve ninc; beats rit tr,E;, l.errt. 
He se1 t 2 .i co re"'îlY to t: .. e V. C.' s let ter rccept i.1 r t::!.c t erms, but 
:: rki:ng for ü. fe'iT co .. di tiens. ':..hese were re2d Pt a r-:peciel .. eeti:1g 
urt'J.rcay, :-'eb. 24. Jnd t:1.e ,:.c. sent un exY)lanotory J.etter on 
0u:".dry, tt.e ~5th. •. dic•.:::,ted a :ett""::...~ to t:te V.C. 2cc-e"')tiï1c- tLe 
tcris. '.1.l"!.2t èély he beg.;.n to :12.ve delusions ~r .. d Le :.~s ',een ad 
.... a ,., npttP!' n,rpy, 9iYlC"". H,::, t;,in"k"Q the Q'Y)iritn:.,~iflt<=! ·r,~VP. cor1hined 



Co~tinued froLl other s ide. 

é\:ainst hir:1, end the s1,irits come to his room in , they 
hcve got bis .ife PlK~ t}w 11urses on. their side. • On V/ednesday about 

7 p.m. he thou:;ht they 1vere pla:q.ning a.~att ack on hila, 2.nd he rushed 
do,.rnstpirs, c;ot o xnife 2nd locked himself' in tl:e C:irir:.c-roon. 

In a fev; r.ü·;utes lHo> escaped through the Yrindo\7 and r~ot out on· the 

street in his ni:;ht shirt. 'ith 'c:if'ficulty he vras 0"got to bed, nnd 

until la.et eve ~J.e has "')een :pestered terri bly \'.riti .. these del usions. 

I set with hil1 for a.n hOUr yesterd2y. :-iis distress v:as nost pe.inful , 

di strust of the nurses, œ:1xiety s.s to what the spirits y,rould do next. 

'.l'hey h2d r,,ut D tombstone on his bed but v.rhen :1e felt it f changed to 

c 8.nvass. The room ,vas f illed v·i th end phant asme.goria. 

And he would look intently and say - 11 See that old r:an 1vith a {-;rey 

beard standing by the window n.aking foces a.t ne? I can go trp to 

him 1pass rny hand through him, snooth his face, - but i t i s nothing 

but a I could not m,tke out what ·vie thoughé tr.i.t e:pir-

it s would do but he dreoded bodily hurt and seid he would not go 
to sleep unless sorieone vrhom he trusted stayed in the room. He tolc1 

:;-,1e vrith e:xt:c2ordinEry detail and cleE-rness the story of the episode 

on We.dne sd2y night and then sa.t u:p in bêel 2nd drmnatically sa.id 
11 'J!hat will peo}1le na.y - what can they say - Bodley 1 s Li1)rarian out 

in the street at 7 o 1 clock in h~nicht shirt rith a knife in hie 
hancH They must say I a:.1 cré1zy. A11i if they only knew. If 
the Bishop, or Dr. Srnday, if 1my really good uan could come, he 
would see these spirits 2nd see how real they are". • I said 11 ITich-

oà.son, am I not e;ood enouf:;h to see them?" A bro;::sd smilé sDre2d 

over his f2ce, .--,né'_ in a nost natural vrny he put u-p his monocle 
End Sé>id nyov. do not 1Jelieve in t}1em, you cen do .no .=.·ood 11 • I 
}Jror:üsed to send hiE: r,· secret onswer if he ·,n.'.'ote f(O)r 2ny "1n1t to 

decei ve the spirits; if I 1:1eant what I 1,1rot e a crbs s v.ro.uld l.i e on 
the envolope, if' it w2s t·he opposite a circie. 

: ~rc}1 4th ? 'l'he Spirits }Hwe not been so troublesome, but he i s 
vro1~ried D0 )out t:.li B hou se 2nd sone transfer, 2nd he he2.rs ne::1 boring 

holes in the ~- e.ser.1ent . Lëst night he went on a voyr.ge ,;.ri th the 

nurse for six hours , The ship i s the second storey of the 
hou se v,·it}·, t}1e frm .evrnrk of t:1e lm er storey. I t flo at s out , sPil s 

down the B2nbury Road over be2utiful clear w2ter. :·e co.uld see 

t .. e trar.acer tracks 10 or 12 feet êo-n1. r11he High , CE1.rfax, the cor

ner 2t Cat ::.itreet r·here be gets 2 r;ood view of Et. :-2.ry' s, Dre fav

ourite plpceq to stop. 3ut there Pre landing ~,taces eD.è ""2"sse:ncers 

v and much b2cgge is nut ofi' .Ad1·eem could not h2vP such novement s. 

Vl. OSLbR 

rar.ch 17, 1912, 8 p.m. 

Jnnie,2ïcholson 1 s faith:ul lT.aid, Lq:..; just co:1.e in to tell of 

hi P death et 5. 30 thi s ;__• f'tornoon. Yes terday I sarr the end ra:; 
r:ecr. }'e vr1:::q::; cyë-:nosed in the fece, é'nd the :12..nds émd feet were 

pur~le, the pulse scarcely nercentible, PnC the leart 2n irrecular 
t • t 1 n via.s 1 • ' • • " d , d ' d ;i,, d • 1 t r 

, 1c- '"'CK. , e J,.c Parer 1 n n1s ;11no en na nP fl ~o n1g 1 . e 
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suiè in a very natural way nHow à o you thin:;c I am? Ee tter? There 
is no àanger, is there? I feel stronger11 • He had a great dread 
of dying and mercifully knew nothing of the seriousne-ss of the 
condition. He snoke of the inental tricks and së:id they were 
better - the sciri t s had gone but he saw things occasionally, and 
had macy fancies. Only a few days a1?;0 he told me that he should 
be back at tLe Li brary next year in f irst cla.ss form. There wa.s 
so much to do and he only could mana,ge i t. Had he seen ITadan in 
his ch:ü:r, :is I l1Fd done 8J1 hour before, i t would have killed him. 
Mrs . N. told rne , and he told r_1e often himself, that he had been 

deeply wronged by :=adan for years. M. has the sar:1e opinion (.../ 
Hicholsont I wonder where his L'.:adiana a:i:.~e t He was a strange 
character. J'Irs . n . tells me he ne"Jver nüssed his preye:cs nir~ht 
artd morning, and 'last su.1nrner in Wales he would say them in the 
woo did I really believe he had a good heart when once you fo;Ot in-
sicle the pericardium . I 12'ot on well ·wi th him by talking Dl ain:Ly. 
He coù1d be apuallingly rude, ana there are scores of storiBs 
about his rough treatment of visitors to Bodley . Nothing could 
:12.ve i:)ee n --,ore ungr ê-Cious tha11 his recept ion of me one d ay in 1901 
or 2 17}1011 I celled to see a ,John J,ocke ?IS. I h;:,.d no introduction . 
He s2icl i t v1as imnossib1e·. I tolé! him it WRS absurd to stick to 
rules 2.nd :-:eep mer> doy or t;,;:-o getting t}1f_;, necess:=iry introduction . 

V At 12st he :1,rileded but wit·1 very ill gr ace. 'I'hen he said the :·s 
wc~s not in "E'he Libl"ary, ;Jut when\I told hin, it wes and that it 
WPS wronclY catalogued he was fu~ious; but I insisted 2nd he sent 
for the number I gave, :.1ade a correct ion and gradually softeneà. 

'.I'he next ,-nove will lle interestinn; - Who i s t o be T'od ley' s 
✓ ..,.1.-D_I.,,_1'1·-nc;i .~C.'c'"'.·.n '-,-~ ,..,.·~r-•ea' 1•,;. 1·..,., "'c " ol...,ra}·11· 1) e;,..c "h,,+ "\.1,:, 1·,::, .,_00 

l.J ' , et.. . ..... l ._ c .;_; v c.;,. r,. ..., . 1.,, 1 .1. 0 ~ C'S I!...~ l. 1,,,, • u u Id- ..;, v ... .,.. l.J 

old in years. 

(P . S . 8.XI.17. 
I Wé'S :·;-üstdœn. 'j'Ie ".r~q ,10+, ::--_r1d '~!>Cl ·,,:,rle an A 1 T1'b•~~.1.· .. 1·~r1) .. , ~· ~ . ~ ~ . . a.u~ _ ,ec,., _, .J.J c. c_; c-

'.,' . Osler . 

June l, 1912 . 
;~eetin6 of the Curntors of the Bod leüm: - V.C. (Heberden), 

t}1e Proctors , :;,Iurray, Goudy, J2ckson, .Ansan, Poynton, Scott Holl2nd, 
Dri ve1 .. , Wilson 2nd nyself. Four c andiè 2tes, S2yle of C anbridge, 

of the British !'Iuseurn., 1=adan anc1 Couley. 1'he two outside 
r,1en soon ruled out. Goudy di scussed !:a.dan 2né!. Coivley. He 2nd 

Wilson 2nd I:urray discussed Tadan, 2ge 61, but urged that he wcs a 
stron[: , vigorous man, [',nè h2d the ,:;reat adv&ntage of knowing the 
Library 7ell. J2ckson snoke of his tact end skill. ~o one else 
s-polœ. I did not think-" it worth rhile to s2y anything - nor é!id 
I think it riçht to s-peck of the risk of ,utting a ~an ê-t 61 in 
chnrr:;e of so lJir: a job . '.l.'hen, too, Ve dan 118s been a f ai t~'lful 
1Yorker in tl:..e :i.:,ibrary for 32 years . He and Cov.rley sre now on good 

te:rns vrhic: is importent for the future. A ballot 'I.V'éS talœn tmd 

ü1G vote rrs unsni~nous. We ser:t for-=. 21;.d told him. :·e r12de a 



\ 

rontinued from other aide . 

vcry ni ce sneech , snoke of his 2,ge , 7Jut said !'e \Y':;s vrell 2nd 
strong and - l i ke a presenile , s2id he w2s as sood a 7an ~s he 
ever y;as 1• and had alwcys taken plenty of. exercioe . 

v.cr OSLbR 
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