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Bibliotheca (sleriana.
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Introduction.

The Collection of a Library.

4 country parsom’s house in Canada in. the fifties of sixties had 1
rarely a literary atmosphere. My father?s library, eof about 1500
volumes, wWas chiefly theological the usgual cormmentaries, Scott, Henry
and others,ﬁith Bingham, Pearson and the common run of the Fngligh ;
divines. Thers were a few old books, a Breeches Bible, and an early ‘
Stow’s Chrenicle.  Having been at sea, he was fond of books of travel
ef Layard, of Rawlinson, of Livingstone. Sunday reading is remembered i
as a trial. Bven now te sece a person with a novsl on Sunday gives a
reflex shock a reminiscence of early trainingt George Borrow was

& delight. As a missionary his books could not be hurtful, even on
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Sunday, and the Bible in Spain, Gipsies in Spain and even Lavengro

were not taboe.

No little pride was taken in the books of my father?s eldest

b

brother,. Bdward, a Surgeon in Trure, whose Life of Lord @Tamouth, Church

and King, and a volume of poems seemed teo confer a literary flavor om
the family; and at Church what a pleasure to see his naxﬁe opposite
certain well known hymns! ZILater to know that monographs by him haﬁ
appeared in the Tra.nsact;ons of the Royal Society was an additional
gource of pride.

At si’eston; with the Warden and Founder of the Trinity College
School, the Rev. W. A. J. Johnson, came the first cpportunity to see

scientific books elementary manuals on Ge oclogy, botany and migr eecopy.
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Griffith’s Micrographic Dictionary, mhrenberg’s Infusoria, Smith
on Diatoﬁs, Ralf on Desmids, Carpenter and Beéle on the Hicroscope
intrcducadlus to a hook world very different to Arneold and Anthon

and Todhunter. Ur. Johnson was a Canadian White of Selborne, and
knew the ways and works of nature. 4 good field botanist, a practiec
al,palaeontOLOgist. an ardent miscrescopist, he had a rare gift for
impgrting:knowledge'and inspiring enthusiasm. One of his books ig
kKept, Beale’s How to Work with the wmieroscope ( J» in grate
ful memory of happy school days.

The year at ITrinity College, Toronto, (?67 *68) put me on the
right track. To Weston, Dry.Bavell,pf Toronte had been a frequent
vigiter as his friend, the Warden had an enviable technigue with the
.microscopé. - He would arrive on Saturday with materials for Section,
or with a small animals for injections To be interested Wwas enough
to enlist one?s help, if enly in clearing up the shocKiﬁg megs, stained
With the carmine that was left on the study table. Arthur d« Johnson,
the Warden’s son, had already begun the study ofimedicine, and it be-
came our custom to spend the Saturdays with Dr. Bovell, cutting
section, with Valentin’s knife, grinding bones or teeth.for-microaccpic
gljides, or keeping the aqQuaria stocked with pond materigl likely to
contain good specimens of algae, amoebae stc. In the late afterncén
Dr. Bovell would often take me to hig lecture at the Toronte School
of Medicine. In this congenial @bmosphere what wonder that Furipides,
Aeschylus, Livy and Horace, were dull; conic sections and trigonometry

became an abomination and Pearson and Hooker a delusion. In Uctober

ldes, I entered the Torente School of !fedicine.
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It has been remarked that fog}éoung man the privilege of hrow-
8ing in a large and varied library is the best introduction to a
general education. My opportunity came-im the winter of ?69 27(¢.
Having sent hisg family to the West Indies Dr. Bovell took conéulting
rooms in Spadina Avenue, not far away from his daughter, Mrs. Barwick,
with whom he lived. He gave me a bedroom in the house, and my duties
were to help him to keep appointments an impossible job! and teo cut
sections and prepare specimeng. Having catholic and extravagant
tastes he had filled the rooms with a choice and varied collection of
books. After a review of the work of the day came the long evening
for browsing, and that winter gave me a goed first hand acgquaintance
with the original works of many of the great masters. After fifty

years the position in these rooms of special hooks is fized in my mind

Morton’s Crania Americana, Annesley’s Diseases of india, with the fine
plates; the three volumes of Bright, the big folios of Dana, the mono
graphs of Agasgsiz. Dr. Bovell had a passion for the great physician
ngturalists, and it was difficult for him to give a lecture without a
reference to John Hunter. The diet was too rich gnd varied, and con
tributed possibly to the development of my somewhat “splintery* and
illogical mind; but the experience was valuable and aroused an endur
- ing interest in books. In such a decade of mental tumult as the
sixties, really devout students, of whom Dr. Bovell was one, wers sore
let and hindered, not to say bewildered, in attempts to recongile
Genesis and Geologye.. It seems scarcely credible, but I heard a long
debate on rhillip Henry Gesse’s (of, to me blessed memory) Cmphalos,

an attempt to untie the Geological Knot. A dear old parson, Canon Read,
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stoutly maintained the possibility of the truth of Gosse’s view
that the strata and the fossils had been created by the Almighty

to test our faithl A few years ago reading Father and Sen which

appeared anonymously, the mentiom of this extraordinary Omphal os-
work revealed the identity, and, alas] to my intense regret, the
rersonality of the father as Philip Eénry Gosse.

Of this mental struggle the students reaped the benefit for
Dr. Bovell was much more likely to lecture on what was in his mind
than on the schedule, and a new monograph on Darw1n or a recent con-
troveralal Pamphlet would oceupy the allotted hour. Une corner of
- ef the library was avoided. With an extraordinary sffection for
mental and moral Philosophy he had collected the works of Locke and
Berkeley, Kant and Hegel, Spinoza and Descartes, as well as those of
the moderns. He would joke upon the impossibility eof gettlnv me to
read any ef the works of these men, but at Trinity, 67 '68, I attended
the lectures on Natural Thology , and he really dia” get us interesgted
in Cousin and Jouffroy and others of the French School. Three years
of association with Dr. bovell were most helpful. Booxs and the Manl
the best the human mind has afforded was on hig shelves, and in him
all that one could desire in a teacher a clear head and a loving heart.
Infected Whkth the Aesculapian spirit he made me realize-the fruth of
those memorable words in the Hippecratic cath, *I will honour as my
'.kfaxher the man who teaches me the art’. :
g Theafirst book bought was the~G16bex3hakespeare, the sscond the

1862,edition, hoston, of the Religieo Medici, bﬂth of which wereé cloge

Companions of my student days. The Skakespeare w§§ stolen and the
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curses of Bishop Ermulphus have often bsen invoked on the son of
Belial who took it; the Browne, bought in 1867, is the father of
uy Browne gollection. In it is & touching association, as in this
volume only of this section of the library is found the book plate
of my boy, his own design and etchinge. He claimed it for his life
time, promising that it should Fhould the collection at his death.

With the Brownes is Varia or Readings from Rare books by PFriswell,

(given me by my eldest brother) the article in Which‘introduced.me,
L think to the Religio.4

In 1870 my kind preceptor joined his family in the West Indies,
and urged me to go to Montreal for better clinical opportunities. He
sent word to arthur Johnson and me to take a selction of books from
his library, but it was sold before we had the opportunity. A few
of his books, which he had lent me, have been carefully kept ( Yr
The Kiemeyer (English translation), Simon’s Pathology, Chambers? nén¢u
al of Life, can still be read with pleasure. :

The long vacations were periods of yrofitable study, with a borrow

ed micreacope and books from Mr. Johnson and Dr. Bovell, Iyell’s

Frinciples of Geology, Darwin’s Voyage and tﬁé;Origin were read, and

in collacting Diatoms, Desmids, Algae and fresh water Polyzoa the avail
able literature on these subjects was studied.” My first appearance in
print was in connectiom with the finding of diatoms etc. in a frozen
spring on the road between Dundas and Hamilton and it is amusing to note,
even at the very start of my ink pet carser, a fondness for tags of

guotations this one from Horace, in those days a familiar friend
(Science Gossip )



The summer of 1871, spent at Montreal, brought me *inte axﬁost
£illial relations with Dr. Palmer Howard, whose library was gé my

disposal. Wilks? Pathological Anatomy wWas my handboek, and the

bost mortems wers worked out from its pages. The old syﬁ%em,prevail
ad of writing a thesis for the degree a most perfunctgéy and evil
habit, as then*carriad out, but it served me in good(g%ead. Mine was

a report, with the specimens, on fifty post mortnmsi; So profuse in
hig praises was Dr. Frager, the }rofnssor of the {nstltates of edicine,
whn had resad the thesis that the Fgculty votedaﬁa a special prigze of
boeks, all of which remain in the llbrary fqr #the sake of auld lang

syne“ae gne of them, Sanderson and Kfe;nﬁs.Handhook for the Physig&l

ocical Laboratory, became a stand by. y Frem October to Jan. 1873 in

the Chemieal Laboratory of the»PathQOglschns Institut, Berlln, the
patient soul of the goed Salkowaki“was sorely tried in helping me to
work through Lauder Brunton’s aéctlon on physiclogical chemistry.
Taking with me te London an ﬁrder for the boeks on S. and J. Nock, for
years, indeed from the fo&ndatlon of the school, the Faculty?’s agent,

I procaeded to Hart Stn%et, Bloomsbury. The ghop was an indescribable
clutter of books, ana the brothers Nock, far advanced in years, were
wierd and,d9331cg;ed speciments of humanity. They had a keen interest
in the Faculty;fénd had remembered Howard, Wright and vacCallum when

they ware students in London in 1849 50. During the winter session

I llvad.with the much loved Arthur Browane, 3 fellow student, aftarwards

Erofessor of Obstetrics at MeGill, a keen loverf@f Tnglish literature

to whom I owe my introduction to Coleridge and Lamb.
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Many books were used but few bought in the two years spent in
guropes. The Students’ Library at University college was very good,
and. for the special work in the Physiological Library, Profesaor
Burdon Sanderson or Mr. (new Sir @dward) Schafer got the monographs
and works of reference. ILuther Holden introduced me to the Collage

of Surgeons Libraryk and arthur Durham to the Library of the Mzdico
lﬂ’;.rc;& aaeorehs

Chirurgical Society. Ons hook ( gﬁﬂfﬁiénh) is an interesting
souvenif of this peried and of a notable man. Erofessor Sharpay
had resigned the yrevious year but was much about the laboratory,
and often came to my desk in a friendly way to see the progress of
my blood studies. One ewening he asked me to dinner; Ksllicker,
Allen Thomson and Dorhn werse there. When saying goodbye he gave

me Davy’s Researehes With an autograph imscriptiem. There were

cobwebs in my pockets in Berlin and Vienna and only the most necessa®y
text books wers bought. On leaving Vienna I could not resist

Bilroth*s Coccobateria septica, an expensive quarteo, with beautiful

plates a curious pre Kochian attempt to associate bacteria with
disease, and now of value only as illustrating the futility of brains
without technigue.

Returning to Canada in July 1874 a berth was waiting  the
Lectureship on the Insittutes of Medicinem which necessitated an
immediate courss of predatory readiﬁg—in breparation for the delivery
of 100 lactures!

The McGilleibrary, founded by Dr. Holmes, the first Dean, had

many old books, and a pretty complete file of the @nglish Journals,
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with a few French, as the Archivea Generaless de ifedicine, but no

recent German peoriodicals. A Book and Journal Club, stérted about
1876, lasted for a few years and helped with new books-.and foreign
Jjournals. Palmer Howard was the only free buyer in riontreal, and
from him one could always get the French monographs and journals.
Complete sets of Wirchow?s Archiv, the Deutsches Archiv f. Klin.

Med., the Centralblatt f. d. #Wissenschaften led., Wagner?’s Archiv.,
and Max Schattze’s Archiv., wers collected, and a good many valuable
books on Medicine and Natural History. Canadian Journals on Science
and Medicine were bought, and a nearly complete set, collected. All th
that remains in the present collection is the Canada Med. and Surgical
Journal, vols. 1 ( ) which are kept for the sake of
my early contributions. The Quehec Medical Journal, 1827, the first
publighed in Canada, was not in Montreal. Wishing to see it I asked
Judge Tessier of Quebec, a son of the editor, to send me his COpY ,
which he did. This was in 18835. One day Fenwick, our rrofessor of
Surgery, who had an excellent Joufnal Library, saw it on my table. I
never saw it again; nor did Judge Tessiert He wrote to Philadelphia
repeatedly, at first politely, and then hi%terly. Though particeps
criminig in this disgraceful transaction, I could do nothing with the
dear old rascal. (nly please, to ease my soul, as I have never been
able to replace it, will my librarian, should opportunity offer, buy
the Quebec Med. Journal, 1827, and give it to any desfemndant of Dr.
Tessier, or failing him to one of the Quebec Libraries. what became

of the copy?

[N
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Except my student text books ( ) a
few of Dr. Bovell’s hooks, and a few special treasurea as Virchow’s

Gessaminelte Abhandhungen, nothing remains of my Montreal Library.

A few books in gemeral literature were bought. Comnected with one

b4 3
is a good storye. One leaving Berlin, Dec. 1873, while ordering %%%jf

Virchow’s Archiv at Reimers I saw on the desk the prospectus of

Schmidt?s Skakespeare’s Lexicon, which I asked to be sent to me as

soon as published. In Oct. 1875 i moved from Victoria Square up
Beaver Hall Hill te rooms with r. King, an Wnglishman, employed in
the Custom House, who had but one thought in life Shakespeare.

He had an}excellent library in which I very often spent ‘a pleasant
hour. He was a dear old man, much esteemed, and always ready to spend
more than he could afford on his hobby. Une afternoon at the College,
Just before my lecture, the postman left on the table a parcel from
Reimers and to my delight it was Schmidt’s Concordance, which had
really been forgotten. iy first thought was "how happy Mr. King will
be to see it". I locked at it hurriedly, bmt with much anticipatory
pleasgure.. Un my return to the house, Mr. King, who had just come in,
was sitting by the fire and greeted me in his cheery way with “What’s
that you’ve got?« “Something that will rejoice your heartw, I said,
and deposited the work in his lap. The shock oftthe realizatiom of

a life long dream a complate concordance of Shakespeare seemed to

daze the old man. He had no further interest in me and not a word
did he say-. I never again saw my Schmidt*s Concordancel For months
he avoided me, but helping him one day on the stairs, my‘manner showed

that Schmidt was forgotten, and he never referred to it againe. The
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work went te MfeGill College with his Shakespearse collection. iihen
in the Library in 1912 I asked for the first edition of Schmidt, and
was glad to see my hook again after nearly forty years. This story
is written %g the fly leaf as a warning to blibiom aniacsl
Forn;:.qx ‘association boog(g:f' this period there remains a,. de@p
affection. In Vienna von Brucke, to whom I had 3 letter of intro
duction, asked me to attend his lectures on Physiology, but the

clinical courses made it impossiblg, except occasionally. The

Vorlesungen, advertised to appear before I left Vienna, Was‘ordered, a

and in the autumn of 1874 anxiously awaited. To prepare four lactures
on physielogy and one on pathology each week was 3 heavy task, D?.
Drake, my predecessor, very kindly of%ered me his set, but I struggled
thoough untid Christman, working often until Z a.m. To my delight

Brucke’s Volosungen arrived in the vacation. The problem of the

lectures for the next term became a simple business of translationi
Leaving Montreal in 1884 my collsction of Canadian scientific*
and medical Journals, which was fairly complete lacking however the
Quebec fedical Journal! went to the neGill wedical Faculty, where
they escaped the fire,‘and are still housed. . If I remember aright,
they were well bound, and the collection cost me not a Little time
and money. It was a useful job which put me into toush with the
seclentific side of Candaian life, especially in Geology, the study

of which had fascinated me at school.

Y
N,

N :
The kizilyears spent in Fhiladelphia, 1884 1889 were fruitful

in two direcbions. I became assoicated with a first clags medical
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library. ‘The College of rhysicians, founded in 1787, had for one
of its Sbﬁcid objects the establishment of a library. In the
dlscourse~&gllvgred 6 February 1487, hy Benaamln_ﬂush.on the obkects
of the 1nst1€g?ion, he states that “the library has already been
establisghed, a%& ‘now congsists of a number of valuable books~ . in
18 I joined the llbrany committee of the college, and had as ny
colleagaes, among others Weir witchell, #inis Hays and F.P. Henry.

A library is usuai%y the result of the enthusiasm of one or two
men. Billings-made theaﬁgeax library in washington; the Boston
edical Library grew up abéﬁ$ Chadwick. The Philadelphia College
library had not prospered vary~greatly in the middle of the century,
but in 1804 Dr. Samuel Lewis, a" wast Indian, and an #dinburgh grad
uate, came teo Fhiladelphia and for gﬁars &evoted time and money to
exteflyping its scope. He was an ol&*gan in 1884 but still active
mentally, and it was his habit to geo tokgge library every morning and
look over the catalogues and see the new gﬁgks that had come in. An
important section of the library ig rightly/éa;led after his name.

It was about this time, toe, that Dr. Weir Mit;hgll,became interested
in the library and to him more than anyone is dué%;he extraordinary
growth of the collsctions and the ever increasingzd&gotion of the
profession of Fhiladelphia to the College. In Gharlés rerry Fisher
the college found an ideal librarian, intelligent, clviI, and helpful
The honorary librarian, Frederick p. Henry, was a man of kgen Judgement
in the matter of books, and a scholarly student of the best Elterature.
It has been a pleasure to keep in touch with the college and 1tﬁ inter

ests, and now and then I have been able to get =2 special treasura*for



1z
its library. L induced them to buy the Huth copy of:thé Bditio
¥rinceps of Celsus, 1478 a superb copy, the best,fjhawe ever geen
except the famous Grolier copy in the ;ritish‘@ﬂéeum. Quaritch
agked a2 shocking price for it, as the bind;pé;was of special value,
at the Huth sale he only paid = for i%; une of the most inter
esting books I procured for the colleﬂe was Hosslin’s famous yer
Frawen Hosengarten, the first bOGk‘Publlbhad on obstetrics. Lang
of mome sent an unknown 1508 e&ltlon on approval. it came bound with
a group of early 1l6th cehxury pamphlats. 1t proved to be the 1513,
the 1mpr3351on, aJd cariously enough, he had mistaken the
old fashioned ten ( 1 for five. un account of the bidning and the
included pamphleta, he asked a very high price, =80, which we reduced
considerably. .~ An item of peculiar interest to the college was an
extensive §§t4ef plates and pamphlets relating the to Siamese Twins
which i p%;ght at the George Dunn sale in 1915, ?@ the specimen from

ra

the twﬁns is in the collegs musesun. I sent the collection on condition

gthat it should be made as complete as possible.

RQ/ Tha _atmosphere of Fhiladelphia was literary; in college circles

'everyone wrote, and my pen and brain got a good deal of practics. I

worked.for,Lea@Bros. on the iedical News w1th yinls Hays, the ®ditor,
Sam.Grosa and Péryin; and I devilled fqr*reyper for his System of
Me dieine, wrifing,aip additien to @yfﬁén sections, those of Janeway
on eertain of the die;ea,g,es of tis heart.

The other direction referred to was in general education. MYy

’upractice wag to read for an hour at the Club (Rittenhouse) after dinner.

The library was good, and many standard works were read for the first
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time;ﬁparticularly American authors, as Pmerson, Lowell, Pranklin.
My commonplace book dates from 1882, but the entries did no become
mmerous until- aftpr 3884. iy library grew rapidly; important
German and French;sagslwere completeds. At this time my interest began
in the Amsrican ﬁastefgﬁbf Medicine, and some of the speeial treasures
as Jones, ( )y Mor%an,r ( )» Cary ( )
Werernicked up in Ihlladelphla,"apn leaving in the spring ef 1889,
rearly 1000 volumes, chisfly journélé'which_l Kﬁew were in Baltimore,

were distributed té various librariese.

To the date of my transfer tc Baltimore with a comparatively

small income thmt guite sufficient for my needs) only the more impor

e

tant boeoks and journals could be bought. Wik a blgg°r salary and h\\

A library represents the mind of its collector, his fancies and f01bles, \1

3
3

his strength and weaxness, his prejudices and yprefereneces. Particularlf

is this the case if the characters of a collector he adds er tries
to add the gualities of a student who wishes to know the hooks and
the lives of the men who wrote them. The friendships of hig life,

the phaees of his growth the vaéarles of his are all reprebented*,f

_flncreaSLng income I hegan to buy (1) the early books and pamphlets

relating to the profession in America; (2) the original editions

of the great writers im science and»in medicine; and (3) the works
of general authers as Sir Thos. Béﬁ%ne, Milton, Shelley, Keats and
others. Catalogues, German French and Znglish appeared at the break
fast table, and were alwéys in my bag for Railway reading. Suwmmder

trips to ®ng;and znd the Continent, cften of three months?* duratiom,
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gave time for reading, and my interest got deeper and deepsr in

then histofy of medicine and im the lives of the great men of
profession. The association with Billings and Welch was a stimulus,
and the Historical Club of the Johns Hopkins Hospital awakened ne
little enthusiasm. In the class room more and more attention was
paid to the historical side of guestiens, (see ) and at

ry Saturday evening meetings, aftsr the difficulties of the week

were discussed, we usually had before us the editions of some classic.
Altogether the fohndation was laid for amsuccesaful avocation without
the. addition of ﬁhich.to his vocation no man should be called successa
ful (s0 President Gilman used to say)e. Buying-freely Bnglish and
foreign books, and with a subseriptien list of more than forty Journals
the house was soon overrum, but except special eones they were passed
on to my friends or to the libraries. My collegeaes in the o0ld Medical
and Chirurgical Paculty of the State of Marylabd and very soon found
that I was really fonder of books than of anything else, and to halyp
its library escape from the dingy guarters in St. Faul Street, first
to the bright house in Hamilton Flace and then to the present handsome
building, was one of the great pleasures of my life, That my name is
associated with the Hall of the Facudty, as Oliver wemdall Holmes is
with the Boston lfedical Library, as David Hossack?s with the Academy
of Medicine in New York, and as Welr Mitchell?s with the College

of Fhysicians, FPhiladelphia, is a touchimg tribute of affection from
men who knew me and whom I loved. We owed much to Marcia Noyes, the

first whole time librarian and to the devoted Dr. Hugene Cordell, the

higtorian of the Faculty.
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In ne. i8 a catalogue and a note of interest about a collee
tion given to'this library. (One Sunday morning in a Catalogue
received frem George Johnston, Sdinburgh, was a list of the theses
of @dinburgh Colonial students te 1820, most of them presentation
copies to the Professors Hope. The list, well worth looking over,
is arranged according to States, and contains the thesesoof scme of
the most famous of the early American physicians such as Bard, Rush,
Morgan, Shippen, Physick and others. A cable was sent at once, and
the lot which cage in due time was rresented to the Paculty Library.
The next summer in Tdinburgh, Mr. Johnston shewed e a group of cables,

all of which had come on the same day, but after mine from the S.G.5L.

the Bostom M.L. Ass., the Col. Fhy. Phils., the‘Acad- of ife&., N.¥., a
~and from Dr. Will. Pepper of Fhiladelphia. The thesis with this
%ﬁncte did noy belong to the set, but was given me by Dr. ifitchell Bruce.
The Libraries of the Johns Hopking Hospital School grew rapidly
and were working collections of journals and monographs. The Surgeon
Generals® Library was so near that it did not seem worth while to
spend muéh in old,books. In 1902(?) the Library of the Warringtom
Dispemsary was offered, and I bought it through Mr. W. A. Marburg
for the school. The collection is interesting as a momorial of a
remarkable group who lived at W., in the last guarter of the eighteenth
century. Priestley, Percival, Aikem and others. One Library was
lost for the school in am aggravating way that of the late Dr. J. PF.
Payne. It was sold at Sotheby’s and first offered em bloc.

Our kind friemnd Dr. marburg authorized me to g0 as high asg £3000.
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The bidding rose rapidly and crossed this limit te be knocked down
very precipitately at, I think, £3400. We could easily have sold
duplicates up to £500 or raised the extra money. There were many
goad items in the collection and I am glad for the sake of Dr. Payne’s
memory that it has been kept together and it is well housed in the
dielcomé& Historical Museum. To hawe now the Library of the School .
and Hospital united in a building named after Dr. Henr& M. Hard is
a fitting acknowledgment of his devotion to the literary side of cur
doundationse

On leaving Baltimore in 1905 sets of Journalks, Monographs and
many works on general literature were distributed among friends and
the Libraries. A good beginning had been made in an attempt to get
the original editiens of the great authors in Medicine. The Sir
Thomas Browne collection was nearly complete. For same years Dr.
Harvey Cushing and I had bought everything of Vesalius that was cffered.
We had $ix copies one eveing of the @de. prin. (1543) on exhibitiom.
With the cash in pocket the kook is impossible to resist, and I have
distributed six copies to Libraries. Forgetting what I had done,
I took out in 1907 a copy to nvecgIll, and showed it with pride to Dr.
Shepherd, the librarian, who pointed out in one of the show cases a
very much better example presented by me some years beforet Thinking
it would be a very acceptable present to the Bostob Libran§ Assoclation
(in which I had a pérsonal interest through Dr. James Chadwick and Dr.
. Hj Brigham), I took the volume to Dr. Parlow who looked a bit
puzzled and amused. *Come upstairs* he said, *and there in a case

in the Holmes room, spread open at the spleddid title pags was the
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1543 &dition, and on a card bensath, *the gift of Dr. ¢sler®. I had
better luck at New York, where the volume found a resting place in
the library of the Academy of Medicine.

An association book of rare interest ( ) is connected
with my departure from Baltimore. uy messmates in the »Ship of Foola®,
a social club, gave dinner, and presented me with Voltaire’s Henriade
bound by Padaloup and with an autograph verse of Voltaire?s to his
physician Da Silva. '

Tﬁe years spent in the United States, 1884 1905 brought “troops
of friends* whose affeetion is part of my life; they brought me toe
into sympathetic touch.mnth another company, those firends of the
spirit, the great and goed men of the past who through much tribulation
handed on the torch te our generation. It was the height of my
ambition ag a teacher to live up to the ideals of mofgan and Rush,,
of Hcssack and Gerrard, of Bartlett and Drake, of Jackson and Bigelow.
To know and to make known students the lives and works of these men
was & labor of love. Their works were collected and, what is more,
read, and a regret remains that lack of time prevented the completion

of many projected bie-bibliographical sketches.

Oxford brought two things leisure an@ oppaertunity. ot that
more time necessarily means more work. #y literary output from
1905 1915 is noy yo be compared with that betweem 1895 19205, but
there were heavy arrears fo make up in general und special reading,

without which this catalogue (still far from completion) could never
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have been attempted. The opportunity wag great. A Curator of the

Bodleian (ex cofficio) and a Delegate of the Fress is foreed into the

most bookigh cirecles of the University. Very soon there was the feel
ing that a day had not been“ell spent 1if altogether away from Bodley.
I envied the men who could be there all day and every day. There are
greater libraries, there are more conveient libraries, but for solid
comfort and “"atmosphere" give me a seat in Duke Humphrey or a tabls
at the Selden endl In his autobiography (perhaps the best ever written,
all the essentialé in 16 pagesl) Bodley gives the four gualifications
which encouraged him te set up‘his staff at the library doer of uxford
leigure, knowledge, friends and burse ability. His letters between
shew how successful he was in laying the fohmdation of
one of the great libraries eof the world. And the blessing of the
liberal soul has followed his endeavours.

Gradually as the collections grew plans for its disposition had to
be considered. Already at the outbreak of the war my sch, "dward
Revére, aet. 18, who had just*come up* to Christ Church, had shown
unmistakably the direction of hig tastes, and it was agreed that he
should take the works in gemeral litesrature while the medical and scien
tific hooks should go to weGill. During the first three years of the
war, while he was with the McGill unit and afterwards with the Royal
drtillery, his interests in mnglish literature developed rapidly. ; 3
sent on the catalogues, and he bgan to buy on his own account, and it
wags a diversion to send bids to the sales and to.pick up bargains out
of the second hand catalogues. I bought for him several nive collec

tions as, the criginals of Ruskin, and some Whitman items from the
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Dowden sale.  #hen on leave, 3 few weeks hefore he was killed,
at the sale, uxford, he was sc happy over the purchase
of the Holland Plutarch and a number of special books
in which he was interested. Whut he had collected, and my original
editions of Miltan, Fuller, Donne, Shelley, Keats, make the nucleus
of a good library of TEnglish Literature, and this section his mother
and I have decided to dedicate as s memorial to him.

Though a wanderer, living away from wontreal for some than half
my life, the early associations have never been forgotten. The
formative years were there with the strong ties of head and heart.

As a young, untried man #cGill Gollege offered an oppaertunity to

teach and to work; but thet is more, the members of the Medical
Faculty adopted me, hore with vagaries and aggressiveness, and often
gave practical expressiom of sympathy with schemes which were costly,
and of doubtful utility. That they believed in me helped teo a belief
in myself, an important asset for a young man, but better had by nurture
than nature. Alma mater toc counts for much) and as a graduate of
McGill I am proud of her record. Had L not seen the day og small
things did I nop graduate in the days of the Gote St. School? I
may quote Fuller’s sentiment towards his vollege. "He conceived
himgelf to hear his motiher College always speaking to him in the
language of Joseph te FPharocah’s butler. =bBut think on me, I pray

thee when it shall be well wifh thee™. Then there is the natural
feeling of loyalty to the country of one’s birth and breddihg._ These
are the considerations which decided me to leave the special collect

ion to My old school at rontreal. with some of bodley’s qualifications
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it seemed possible gradually to gather a modest collection of books
not likely to be either in the gneral library of the University or
in the special library of the Faculty, or indeed in the country.
There will be, of cours;, dupliéates but for special Teasons.

To get shelf roomﬁfﬁe new books, many monegrarhs etc., have had
to be given away. The monographs and reprings on diseases of the
heart, arteries, blood, and the tuberclo gis items ge to the Library
of the Johns Hopkinsg Hospital. There is left over & motley collec
tiom of miscellaneous works which may remain in the house to help
fill the shelves, and to please or worry, as may be, my successor
to the Rsgius Chair.

Gradually as the books increaged, the hope matured into a scheme
for a library which would have, (a) a definite educatiocanal value,

(b) a literary, and (¢) an historicgl interest. Teo break a Collection
into ssctions is hazardous, but I considered that after all thisg would
form a special part of the Medical Paculty library just as it is a
gsection of the University library. Se I decided to follow my own
plan and group the hooks in the following divigions.

I. Prima, which gives the chronolegical order a bic bihliograph
ical account of the evolutiem of science, including medicine.

1I. Secunda, the works of men who have made notable contribution,
or whose works hase som2 spciial interest, but scarcely up to the
mark @f these in Primsz.

III. Literaria, the literary works written by medical men and books

dealing in g gneeral way with doctors and the professiaon,
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I¥. Higtorica, the stories of institutions etec.
V. Biographica.
VI. Bibliographica.
. VII. Imcunabula, and
VIII. Manuscripts.
Then came the ambitious desire to prepare for printing a

catalogue raisonne ; ) somewhat on the line af

Ferguson*s Bibliotheca Chemica, with biographie and bibliographic
notes. The introductions to the individual sectioné will explain
to students how they are to be used. The task is perhaps too heavy
for one man to undertake; but I am assursd by expertys that there is
noe inherent difficulty in such a catalogue, providing there is a good
index. Should I die before its completion, which is net at all uh
likely, the catalogue could be finished and printed undsr thé super
visiom of Mr. S. Gibson of the Bodleian, and Lady Osler with umy

good friends L. L. Marchall, W. W. Francis and T. Ale Mallock would
see that my wighes were carried out.

The library is for the use of students of the history of science
and of medicine, without any other gualificatioms, and I particularly
wish that it may be used by my French Canadian Colleagues who will find
it rich in the best of French literature. I hope to make provision

for its extension and upkeep.

The hooks have come from three sources sales, catalogues, and

second hand hook shopse

e e - Sl
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The following noﬁes may be of intereat as a record of how a

sale is conducted. The Library was collected by'éO“Q'CL~Van Antwerp
& L1 =

of New York, and was sold Ww*t” %ﬁﬁhe sale begnn at 1 p.me. sharpe.
Une wag impressed by the extremely decorous character of the proceed
ings, without the slightest noise or bluster, such as on= is accust
omed to think of in comnection with sales. The auctioneer, Mr. Tem
Hodge, presided at a raised desk at the end of an oblong table about
which were seated some twenty buyers, the prindipals or the represent
atives of the leading Hnglish book sellers. Around the toom were
twenty five or thirty onlookers, mastly seated, and a few standing
about. Bids are offered only by the dealers and by a man who has a
catalogue marked with the bids sent directly to the firm. The suction
eer, with s soft voice and a good natured>manner, called out the numbers
and, as a rule, offered no comments upon the boecks, in fact, he did
not often have to agk for a bid which was statted spontasously .
Uccasionally, of course, he could not resist a remark or two. Some
times he would suggest a bid. It was astonishing the rapidity with
which the different items were sold. Avidantly the dealers just knew
what they wanted, what they wished to give, and one could sasily sese
that in amny cases they had.been‘given a3 limit by those who had sent
the orders. The first work of special interest sold waa the 1817
edifion,qf poems of Keats, a presentation copy; with an inscriptiom
by the author. G\§hgrting at &20 it rose quickly to 70 and £80 and
in less than a minuéé\yas knocked down to Quaritch at z90. I say
knocked down, but it W;s\altogether too dignified a procesdinf to

“knock anything down*, andlpo final rap was ever given. The catalogue
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‘Qf the Rowfant Library brought &£7. Two books of Richard Pynson’s
Fress brought high figures. It was remarkable, toe, te see a 3
- ragged, rough looking, unbound, but uncut, play of Philip Massinger
knocked down to Stevens at ®48. INext to the famous
the Comus is the rarest of ilton*s works. Bidding upon the copy
was started by Quaritch at £50 and ran up pound by pound with the
greatest rapidity te £100, and finally te =1l62. HNothing was heard
but the monotonous repitition of the figuraé by the auctioneer who
gimply watched the nodding heads of Mr. Quaritch and his rival #llis,
Bond St. Tha-"Paradisa Regained®™, an uncut copy and a great rarity
in this state, so much so that the auctioneer remarked, “Uncut, and
need I say more? All you canaask? was secured at =94 by
Magga. Three beautiful first editions of some of Fope’s works did not

bring very high prices, though the Windsor Forest in sheets loosely

stitched together, emtirely umcut, brought £48. une of the finest

gets of the collection was Purchas, hig Pilgrimes,in five books. As

the auctiomeer remarked, “It is one of the finest copies ever sold

and Mr. Van Antwerp had had a mostcdetailed add complete collatiom
pade®. The volumes wers in the original vellum, obsolutely peffect.
Starting at £50 the fifth bid reached £100 and the set was knocked
down to iMaggs at xl70 against Quaritch, one of the few instances in
which Mr. Quaritch gave upe. There was a splemdid set of Scot, the
quarto volumes of the Poems, and though in the original boards, uncut,
and all from the Rowfant library, optiom was given whether the

volumes would be sold separatesly or all together. They preferrad

the latter, and starting at £100 they quivily rose up to =200, to
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«260, and were #inally secured by Tregaskis at &500.

;% Then after the sale of No. 189 came the remarkable set of
original Shakespear folios. dJust as a foil, it seemed, and to
show the contrast between the new and the 0ld, Sydney Lee’s facimile
reprint of the first folie, issued by the Claremdon Press in 19082,
was put up 2.12.01 When Ne. 191 was called out there was a stir
among the auditors,~not guch as you couldvhear, but it could he

flet, as the famous first folie of wr. William Shakespears?*s Comedies,

Histories and Tragedies was offered. It wae in a superb red morocco

hinding by Bedfori and enclosed in a new crushed red morocce slip
cage hy Bradstreet. In =My Confidences™, page 208, Locker Lampson
teela the story of this volumes "Some yearé ago I was offered a
splendid cogy of the folio Shakespeare, 1623; it was one of the
tallest, largest and cleanest copies in exigtense,but it lacked the
verses (l.e. the leaf with Ben Johnson’s verses). The owner guaran
teed that if I would buy it he would before lbng get me the migsing
leaf, and it was upon this assurance that I closed with him™~. Then
- Tollowas a most amusing account of a jourmey to the West of “nglnad
to try to sscure the leaf from ap *illiterate boohy®. After spend
; ing two unhappy days the *grimy Gibeonite~ would not give up the

| leaf, thouzh the volume was much mutilated. Finally he found an

; exauplies of the missing leaf pasted in a scrap book, but he had to

; pay €100 for it.

| “Language fails me, Sirs#, the aunctioneer sald, 8I can only
1aak you to look at the book and give your bidg«. Special interest

axisted whether the record price, paid by the bodleian; of £3000
>
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would he exceeded, but in this case the circumstances were sxceptional, :
as the copy had originally been in the Bodleian (8=2e no. for the story :
~ of this volume.) Previougly as much as £1720 had been paid for the
first folie, and £3000 was though to be a fabulously extravagant price.
I may remark that the folio would never have retumed the the Bodleiam
had it not been for the extreme genercsity of Lord Strathcona who '
contributed £500C. It cheered the book lover?s heart to hear Quaritch
lead off with a bid of =1000, followed immediately by the representative
of Stevens with £1500, and then the figures ran £1800, £1900, £2000,
€2400, £2B800 and at the ®x3000 there was a panse. Then Stevens said
&£50 and the previous record price was passed, then £3200. At £3500
Stevens stopped, and a record, long let us hope to remain so, was made,
when Quaritch secured it at £3600. Tvarycone in the room aﬁplua&ed
5 o Quaritchfs viotory.f;?éhe second folie only brough 2la guineas,
Stevens. The thirdnfoiio brought £650 and the fourth £75. The guarto
copies of the individual plays did not bring such very high prices as were
realiged last year. Sindey?’s Arcadia brought £315. ~ When Swift’s
Gulliver’s Travels were offered it was stated that the signature of
Oliver Goldsmith, 1766, was on the Lilliput title. Leighton spoke up
and said that Goldsmith?’s nam= was not written on this copy when he had
it and he asked why it should be mentioned.in the catalogue, to which
the anctioneer raplied, “in order to make: a propoer copy of itv. It
came from the Rowfant library and Leighton said *I should know, as I
sold it to Mr. Locker Lampsone® There was much fun over this incident,
but it did not diminigh the liveliness of the bidding which was started

at £50 and the treasure was secured at £132 by Stevens. dhem No. 235



wascealled,a man inside the arena help up a small 8vo. in the original
sheep jacket, as Lociker Lampson says, a most commonplace, ordinary
little book, one of tﬁe great treasures of #nglish Literature which
brings the highest price known in the auction room with the exception

of the Shakespeare folios Walton (Izaak) The Compleat Angler,

or the Contemplative Man’s Recrsation; heing a discourse of figh and

ifghing, not unworthy the perusal of most Anglers. Simon Feters said,

I pgo a fighing; and they said, We also will go with thee (John XXXIZE),

First BBition sm. BVO0. Printed by T. iaxey for Rich #arriot in S.

Duhstam’s Churchyard, Flest Street, 1653.
THIS COPY HAS ALWAYS BUSN SEOKEN OF AS QNE OF THE FINSST. IF NOT

THE FINEST COFY KNOWI. IT IS QUITE PERFICT AND IN THE CRIGINAL STATE

ISSUED.. The late owner, Frederick Locker, has written a note or

7

Ewo in the fly leaves. The auctioneer remakred, *It ks impossible

to over estimate this copy, an absolutely ﬁnique and perfect specimen
in the original bindingi Not a copy like this has been in the sale
room for maﬁy years.® &nid suppressed excitement the bidding began.
Quaritch started ét £200, them it ran to 500, &6U0, £700, €750, and
£800. Then bhegan a most interesting duel between yuaritch 21dd the
representative of Pickering and vhatto, and after a little waile ne
thing was heard but the counting which ran up the bids as follows:

I tock them down verbatim: 3o, 50, 60, 70, g0, 90 900; 20, 36, 40}
50, 60, 70, 80, 90, @0  1000; l@, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 20 1U0Q;
10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 1200. Then there was a halt, but

r. Massey started bravely and the 1lu, 20, 30, was reached, and then to

the anctioneer’s sorrow all stopped and he said “Dear mel Dear me,
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Mr. Massey®, which encouraged hjm to go eam 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90.
When £1290 was reached by wur. yuaritch the auctioneer said interrogat

ively, "come, Mr. ilassey, 12907?* again £12907 and when there was no

reply simply said *£1290, Mr. Quartich+, adding in a quiet voice *that

is one of the numerous records we are making every day.-
This was a remarkable increase over the =415 paid in 1896, which

had up to this date held the record.

il
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