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THE SKULL OF SIR ti 
·T 1HOMAS BROWNE 1

' 
M:r. • Edmund ÜWE>l.l, \n-iting f ro.m • the 
theneeum ètub to the "'.l'imee," 1111ys :-
"ln Oct-Ober, 1~. al! tb.at WIIB mortal of 1;-he uth9!' • of "Be)igio • Medici" was laid i.n the 
milf vault in the church of St. Peter Mancrott, 
orwich. '· 
"In 'Urn Burial,' when referring to the life... bodf being· dœtroyed by fue, Sir Thomas rowne 14),emll :aJmœt to ~ takin_g a look into 
é d-im future, for be writes :-'To be knav'd 

ut of oar g:rav~, to ha.ve our ' skulllt , made rinking-oowb . l ' . • are tr.agical aboµuna
Da eecaped in burning burials.' 

--rhi& gentle writer lay pe,a~fuily in hie ooftl.n 
lèiyl uhUl, tli,e yee.r 18,4,0, and, according to the 

1ptio,u aflixed to .it, turned it in!o gold by 
• . dœt f)! hia alchemio body. , But ID. 1~ 

' . ' "'W~4!n wh.o were ~ning- th~ ,vault te t1lë bd of the co:ftm and ·:r-evealed 1ts con-1 tir. · lmpioua h.ands theri 'kn•v'd' .àway the d of the wr~ which, eomehow or c,ther,' wardl9 fou.nd • iJe way into th& 
~ -of the Norwich Hospital, -.ilere the 

1 h8II eV'ér eince been .k:ept with reverential 
·, ptof'f!!B8il>r_ Qèler (a oovout worsh,ippe-t' at 
• ~ ,qf Sn•, Thomae Browne) ha.vmg lately 

• .it in i. ' CTy9ta1 easket. But in a 
muaeum thla . akull cannot be 

_.. of fld.ucatt1>11al Y&-lue, and it looks 1'1 ••llt of place. • It -e to me that 
-i~g would be to have it substitutéd il ~eot plaetel" eut and to replace the 

• IP,DM in its coffin. Th& na.mé-plate f-ro;m 
.- Ud :àf the coffin whfoh was 'knav'd' with ekull hae properly been put back in it. 

~~. may ~ ~re that wlien thls desirable' ·on ù, ma.de, the vfCAr wiU signa.! the nt by havinll' & nea.l runl!' out on those 
. 011& belJs of St. Peter Mancroft, which will 
"hoo.rd with delight by ail Norwich, and will d a happy echo in the beart of every one who 

ows the 'Reti~o.' And now is the propel" 
e, late thorurh it be, to undo the sad a.et of 

nd.a.l;sm, so th.at it may eome as a fit ~nding 
the tercentenary of the birth of Sir- Thomas 
owne, wh ich bas jnst been held with perfectj1 cceœ in the city which he eo greatly loved nd in which he died." 
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