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The worlà ha.s seen but once so marvellous a S;t?ectacle as that 
presented by the Arabs in the 9th century. '!'bis pastoral 
people, whose fanaticism ha.d suddenlv made of them the masters 
of half the world, having once foundeci thei.r empire, i mr:i.ediately 
set themselves to acquire the knowledge of science which was 
lacking to their greatness. They alone of all the invaders 
who fought for the remains of the Roman Empire pursued such 
studies. Whilst the Germanie bends g loried in their bruta.lity 
and ignorance, and took a thousand years to reunite the broken 
chain of tradition, the .lrabs accompli shed this in less than a 

century, and it was they who provoked competition with the con
quered Christians - that competition whicb securëd the harmony 
of the races. At the end of the 8th cent. their whole scientific 
:p ossessions consi sted of a translation of one medical treatise 
and some books on Alchenw. Be fore the ni nth cent ury h ad run t o 
its close the Arabs were in possession of all the science of the 
Greeks; they had produced from their own ranlcs students of the 
first order, had roused among their . imitators men who, wi thout 
them, would have been groping in the dark, and showed from this 
time an aptitudè for the exact sciences which waa lacking in 
their imit ators and whom henceforward they surpassed. tt-


