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"LITER~lRY CLCBS." 

i"T I ACT.HOU::,' CLC"B DISCCSSIOX. 

JLIBCH 1910, 
1 the Yoriclr, the p,,,..s. and the Whit.efria.rs, consist~ \ 
; of r_he best men in fleet-st:eet. In a sense, of course,1 

C"nn-ers,ry clubs were ail hterary. , 
, SPRE..\D TO THE COLOè'<IE:-. '/ 
; _\J, regards the Colonies, be could ~pea.k wil.h oorne/ 
1 persona..l o,xperience. ha,v~ reeeived the hospitality\ 

DIXXER TO )IR. A.LGER~OX ROSE. of the -Hhemeum at Sydney. the Yoriclr a.t MeJ- 1 
:.ourne, t.he J ohinoonian a.t Bn~be.ne, Lhe Athenieum , 
a.t Hobe.rt, the Athena,uru a t Johannesburg, a.nd the ! 

" ln its object and ii, rratt,c a ~: àinner of Durban in ~aital. In Can&da. there were a. fair 1 t I the .'\.utJ:ors' Club. held last night at ~o. 2, \Yhite- number of good literary clubs. Favourit.e Jitera.ry 1 ball-court, was of except;;ona..1 in~rest. 'l'he fa.et , r-,rt.s i:n the United Sta.tes oi America were, a.t !\ew . 
e I t.t:a.t in Jess tban two years the ruernber<...hip of the York , lhe Se.imagundi and the_ Pla.rers'_ C]ubl;: in Il 
s club h-a.s inccease,d from tweot,v-ee-ven to over 700 Best.on there i_s the _\tb.ena,um ; _m Washington, the ;;._, , . , • Lacu1 ; a.t ChLCa.go, the At-b..leuc, wruoh, alt.hough ~"' suggest.s the working ot powerful inJruenoes Two ..,_ __, - , __ .; ,: b--' d el __, • h •t. _ . I . . • _ ...,.,_n..,._, as a s-portrng uun..tuwon. a.c ev o.,._.... invv b', : a.~ - ha.ve l,een a.ppa.ren~e select.ion of t-opics , ~ Ii_tera.ry club: and at Sa.n Fra.nc!sco the Bob.emian.. 

'!;,_ or reaJ va._l~e and mtere&t tor dlSOU.SSlon a.t the ; -.riuoh '!NU a.lrm to our Sa.va.ge; a.ru:! the Ra.mer Chili 1 
f_ r _ periodiœ.J <lln.ners, and the u-nœia«ing a.cti,vity of a.n 1 ~ Seattle, Wash ington, mlM>i: not be forgott.en. j 
;.1 ' ~ble and oourteoug benomry secret.ary, Mr. A~ 1 It wu_& gre&t thing to tlùnk Ui.a.t __ they we-": :' 
IOt ::,. Rose. To the Ja.tt.er ra.use more tha.n any other , affiha,ted m sentlment to_ ail other English-spe$l<w~ Ü 
,àe 1 ~be prœent prosperity is a.ttribnta.ble. Jt wa8 ~here- literary clubs, smoe amongst thell' m-emben _there r. 
l , fore a graœful act to devole last niubit's dinner to a we!'El those wh.o belonged to a.!most ail such exi,;ting • 
er ! recogn,ition of the grea.t services r':,nderoo by )l'.r. in.stitutions. The _ mission of lii:.er;iture ha.d neve~ 
,d j Rose dunng· the la.st nineœen months a.nd to maJrn beeu grea.te-r than tt, was t<rday. When the Authors 
1_ 1 the honorary secretary the club gu~ )foreover, Club a.t-t&ined a sc reng,fo oi 1,000 members i. t should 

Qf I the c.hoice of "LUenary Cluœ " as the to i f _ r~reeeaic a ba.tt.ahon m t.he hterary army of the 
as I OOll'Yerse,tion was a.pt in t,ha,t, it ia a. subjecl r ~-~' 'll'Ot]d. But in ruilita.ry organisations a. batA,a.lion 1 
. " ! )fr. Rose bas pecui:ia.r biirt.orical and practi~l ~~ w.6 l~_..ct nh a briga.d,e. and brigades combined i 
a , ledge. As is usual a.t these dinnera, the front.ispiece w:th dtV1Sl<'1;1'5 untJI a oomi)J.oce army corps wu con-

3%'- : of the menu œ.rd wa.s desigued to illru;trat.e t he 8Gtuted. Were >t po&'!lble thu.s to unite al! hterary 
td eau9e of the gatheria:J€. It ..-as a cle,er de iot"on clubs and socie,ties. each reta.=ng lts distmch•e 
fie i by Mr. Oharles Ince of Mr. Rose disp.J&ying ~ l~ng f.,..tures, but t he whole a.n_irua.ted by a determina~ion 

- 1 roll of members, with an ink-pot a.t bis feet, labelled I to ~l'V'e t.ht! i-oo of the world , the millennrum 
7 1 "Ho~ Full "-a. reference to the fa.et~ aJth()lllgh would Lhen be wnhin the range of praociœl. politics. l 
rt,. , the cmb not many months a.go en-Jarged its premisœ, (CT>een. ) . , ""1 t fu~r extension ,.. now neceesary. The ga.therm,g I M•r, Fiu.x"Cis GRIIIIILB, pU'l"SUlllg" the sul::iJecl., ol>
ite : w,u; pl'ellided over by Si.r Edward Bra.brook , Mr. 1 ~~• :'"1th regard to the clubs of Athens, tba.t 
of I Chri,r,)<!8 Ganice oocn.pied the vice-clla.ir a.nd among!,I, J vhe offici.-tls and , he Slllpposed, r,he secret,3.ne.;;, were . a. those preeent were: ' , ,ieJacted by lot. That was a.n e:œ.mpie of the 

e&l ' Lord Ronald Sutherland ,.,____ S Robe t Il lt I wiEdom of t.he Greeks ,..h,1ch tibey should be very , uvwd, Ir r OIMl On i W ~.a. , ~ng, CaptSJn Ganice, Rev. A. Carr, Rel'. Eyre Rlli!6e;, , l!.C!.&~ t<> a<iopt. (Hea.r, he,a.r. ) 1 
on I r. P. W. Ames, Or. -~- Charpent~r. Dr. ~rnard Hol- 1 AUTHORS' MIST.AJŒS \1 l <U!der, Dr, H . LOlmbert, Laek, Mr. Percy Allen, Mr. ~lnald • • .lie B€nnett, :'llr. C. o. Bur,r~, Mr hme~ Baker, .Mr . .\mold L. ~r. HXNRY D.\VIl spoke of the greait va.lue of ~ Barron. :\Ir C. H C,rnt!e), :l!r F,_ Wake Cook, Mr. Johns. : such club,; to the ,101·ehst6 a.sa rnea_ns of prevent-
:nd ! Dane. "fr. Henry Du-ey. llr. W. F Downmi:. '!,fr Walter i l'li;' tbem, by a.ssoci.a.!1-0o11 w1th otheTS foco.rn making 1 ' Emanuel, '.\Ir. Bamster Fletcher }! J 1\1 k F ·,1 d"cuk,w; • ' '°• , 'dr. Frut<,"' Gnbble, :'.tir. w,,:; ~r;.;.,:' ~"'~11 ~ n 1 ID.lsta.kes. Cha.ries Rea.d was an ama.teu1 1 
- ' Green, .\Ir. A. L. Haydon, Mr. w Hnnt..er, Mr. F. M. of mll.8IC, and wou..ld ta.Jk a t grea.t iength a.bout n, -er ; Homsby, }fr._ C W. F. Barr1'!0ft, l\lr. F,d.gar J. futr,,er. bat he ma.de e:rlraordinary mista.ke.s, even a.bout ./ 
Ier- 1 \fr. Frnak Hird. Mr. Harold Hutley. Mr. Cb,,~rles lnœ. rucè & ha.ckneyoo subject as·• Fa.ust.' ' For instance, ~ 

1 \fr ~•r~ lggleaden, ".\Ir. P"ul H. King, lfr. M. J . Keane. be spo,ke of the soprano a.n<l rhe contralto singing in }Ir K B. KennMy, Mr. J. W. Krupe. Mr. H. H. Levev. Mr. ,t. fi ' , J \f. Levien }fr Go~-n , _ '[ B • WIC rst act, whereas not a single îemale voiœ sang , , • ,uv ==t~r, "'r enry Longman, • th-a.t · Wh · • .. -~ ! Mr _B. Franklin L1eber, \Ir. E<hr~rù \for ton. }Ir. Mn m ll>Ct. en . Ile t,OUCDeà, upon tec bruca.ht1es , ,1te •
1 

\lonoesole. \Ir . Mowhra! \!sera,,, \lr. ArtJiur M•quar;e, he uea.rly always h1undered. ~ it aJro wa,; wi-rh i 
• to ~!' !'1•. A. :\forrah. Mr. \ yvy&n \llrr. '.IIr. F. W. \Htcbell., Shakespeare and wirh Oui.da. He apprehended tha, , .ar •. , 1chael ~forton \fr \ T '-"o•·on C B M Se il lists h • • • ,ere , ûœrmer. }!;, Sutt~n p·,j,;,., , · · '!,f~ ' R' R- Ï?t~- ~mot a . nove , even w en wrlltng Wie venest pot-

'\-a.l\ ~ ,..en P ike . \fr. T. w. JtoUest~n: \l.r. èba;le-s E.1i~,\ir: 1 houer, would Ji ke to a.void ":'a.king _filly blundera. 
·the : f r:acfs H. Sknne. '.'dr . ~ie_ Stuart. Mr. Herry J. S..'iepard. ; and tb.a.t wa.s where clubs sucn as th1s prov~ valuer- , ~I. · J - C. Sne1t h. Mr. ~ 1!J1am SimPE<M1. Mr. G. Herbert , a.b!e. One danger the a.uthor ~an was that, ot losmg 
J'he 1· ~h~1~· ;r.- Harry \' anderva.i l, l1r. Horac-e \'achell, lfr. , sigh~ of ,be ou,tJook of tl1e average rea.der. Tbere ~~ ~Y Rn~t,1_Mr ,1J. E1111.ns Will iams., \Ir. Percy W-1,.ite, 1 were three !Junas Lhe a.uthor and espe6ally Lhe ! • • • Y te, il r. E. H. Lacon Watson Mr Lonis i Engjj-'- " ' • , Zans,·•·ill and Mr "-·---Id H B Gill lft • • . 1• 1 ,., a.uthor. had to guard ag:IJnst-firs,t. the use 1 , · · •~5-U""' • • er . nt1.nc1a secre- • , tary). 

1 or too many pronouns: Se<X>nd, 1,he assuming of too l Th"'TERESTING PR.F.SENTATIO!'i. , much knowledge on r,be part of the roo,de,r--<t,he 
Si:" EDs.·.un Bi<AllROOK, befOTe lhe subject for diA- , a.vere.ge rea.d,er knew that, Pa.ris was in France, but 

, '."'ssicm wa.s introduoecl , preoonted to Mr Rose a.n I be did nat know woother Vienna. w-as in Rw,sia. or 
11llurr,.1?a.ted addrcas , in whi<lh th.:, i,res.ii!ent executivè ! ~"ta.-{laughter,>-and, third, not- to us,e irony 
oommû.tee, ar,d members e:xpressed th&r 'thanks to un]eEJ; be piainly ~d it was irony. He haJ lrno-wn 
h1m for t ,h<, in.a.luable OO!"Îœ5 wh.icll he ha3 l'(Jll(!er&l authors of high ra..nk pa,1, into irony, and yet it 
to the club e.s honora,ry secrerary. It et.a.ted: ,, Mr. wa." ~ obscure t.Jia,t, no one couid penetra.t.e it.s 
ltœe came t.o the rœcue of the club 6.t & cn&ia of its mm.nmg. (Hear, l!Ea.r.) 
f<'Iimles, when the mem·berahip had faJl-!n to twenh- Mr. J. C füBITR &a.iè the differe,oc,e betwœn 
seven. WorltiLg with an energy w.hioh Dlm!r 113.ggl!'d, 11,ll't.hon;' ~!ubs ,n Engla.nd &ro A mecic« w:is t h6-t in 

(, and _a. ~ wiuu.. 111>ver faileo, be ha.s adva.nœd it. ! the En&"IÎ..l!h olubs thèy nevor t.alked a.bout h terJ.l . witbm littJe more uhaa a. t.weh·emanth, toits r,n,,,ent I tnM, whe:i:>e8.i in t-he America.n. clubs «iey nc,er 
'!/ 1 pœition of p~~y, ~ earolleœ more than 700 !t.a.l~~ a.bout~ything eJ,..,_ (La.ug~ter.) Yet. 1t. was 
t,,e men.ben. Th111 ~tlJllOnia} is o«lftd to h:im by hif< ; ::. 00od.i tli,at .the ]l~er:iry men or Amen~a. rather ie, feUo,v mœnbere a11 a. record of tha.t .-ema.rkable I b,ein,g c&lloo ut.era.r_r me.n. .M.n;_ Soo~t, r.bc 

&11' achiie,"9ment, :i.nd as:. dem<met.ratioo. oi' t.h,ei,r affection mo~ of Henry Seawn Merri man, sa id tbat no body 
~ a.nd esteem.•~ lmew for yea.rs Ùlar. her Mn wrot.e no-reis. and tue ,r I Th'3ll'RAIRJl.\N said that'hieha.d aào,on behs..lf of the fa.et. ci.id oot oome out. uncil •• With Edg'd Tools •• 
~ n,embers to pre&E111t Mr. ~ wi.-t.b :1.cheq'Uf). (Gheen.) wes pub!isheù. w.-11= t-he truth~ did oo,come p~blic 
at I He .asteemed 1t a giea.t. oom,plhœ.nt. NI ooeof the aur- property, the tuall1 sa.id to Mn;. Soott , • Lor , m :un, ',r j vivOtt'S of that boa,rd of directO'n! vrhca .ID&ll'8gflmmt l ltDew maater wrote no,,,e!s. I wied to see hi@ 11ie • of the club eoded in the ccmd:ition refe:rn,ii to in the prooâ Jymg Q.bont; bue. I didn"t thin-k t.h.e fatnily i{ ad,d~[8.ll@'hter}-to be aaked to pnwd-e <lll1 tha.t Wœd i.t men~on.ed.'' (Laughter.) f cocamon, e.nd to be tJ,e mouthp~ d_ the club Mr. P.u;r, KING rezne.rked tha:t ~e were ma.ny 

·,he iu oon-gra.tuJa.tmg Ma-. Rœe on the wonderfn.l ~ eluba in Chiœ. of a. more or Jess lit.era.ry che.ract.e.T, 
t-hat ha.ci at.t,,nd,ed hi& !~ (Hea.r, hear.} ffo beca.1116 it wu perfe<,t,Jy impo!!Bible for educatoo If· er.vr-f h.i.a hœ.rty or;moumeoœ with ~ 'll'Ord Ch-iJieee_ to meet together _ in any numbers without 

•d wh:ich ha.d beei) .ta.ted with refenmœ u, Kr. ~- t.he wb~ect dœrest t.o U!eu lIBa.rt, the hterature of ilcl a.n,d be di.d Ilot wiah to conoea1 fl'O'l!I. the !nffl1bers their oouut.cy, OOffillli" t.o the ïrnnt. :Spea.lr:i.ng as a,n tD. t.ha.r, he heà been a.bly supported by the committee in over-86&8 memher or th,c Aut.hors· llub, oritt:ng m t al:l tha.t .he had unoorta.ken. To t;bem gre&t credit 101I1e ~ remote up-oountry plaoe, fair a.w&y :rom j 
, 4" waad=. (Be&r, b>811ir.) He t.besl,-pt'OpOlllld thebe&lth Uiere, the ~hou,ght of what. hui been going on in • 
, a of ::.Ir. Rolle, a.n,d the tœ,at wu !"eceive<l witb musical Whi!Alb&ll Court, ;ruggested by the print«I wor<l 1 f hononn. t.ha.t their il0C'!'eLary aent forth, Jro,d immensely ; 

Mr. Ros■, who wu loudly eheered O!\ rising, cheered t bem. (Hœ.r, _h,_ar. : He wouki III.a to : 
ng thanked the memben for the token of their regard return th:mks for : h,, lm1oneas sbown to the over- ! 

ton and affection. Ras members. tH..,._,, hear.) . 1 11y Other sp,€akers .,..,.re Mr. E. Morton, 3,1,,._ PerM i ~ ORIGINS OF LI'l'ERARY CLUBS. j White, Mr. James Baker, ami ll r. W111. lter J::m ... nue-1. 1 
Dg Introducing the subjeot for diacussion, he sa.id to Mr. CllARLU GAllVtCE tœtified to the orgarrs111g 1 
'h . 1 tra.ce litera.ry clubs to their so~rces one rnu~t refer I a.oilily of Mr. Reet-,, illl<I propose,cJ lhe " 1-ieal th or i 
be I tn the mœt a.ncient of ail hterary na.tians-the J the Obainne.n.'' ' 
~l'.J~~in_~e. T!Je inf!_u_!P_~~ E&~lie<!. t<, tlle.L ____ _______ 1 

-----



·west, first through Assyria., and then Egypt. Tha.t e the old Athenia.ns had their clul>a wu well known. They were of long atanding tbere. To auch g&Uierings every one aent bis portion of the feut, bore a _ 11 proportion of the expem,e, or g-&ve a pledge at fixed 1 _ price: The S~phists enjoyed themaelves thoroughly d I on such occacom. As mutera of rbetoric and the h a.rt of conduct , they could hdid forth on any subject. '. -. 1 Pancy Pla.to or Aristotle beini: decora.ted 11,ith a 1 wreath &nd enterta.ined a.s the club g'l',f.- ! The ! ·< J Romans hlLd si1nilar institutions referred tu•by Cicero 1 
1 and Livy. The craft guilds of Rome were in realit ;,-i clubs. On being ileded to membenihip, al] took an 1 oe.th t bat they would observe t~ cOWltitution &nd i laws of the body. 'The rew&rd of offioers, when ' t I they ret ired, was the ceremony of procla.iminl!" the 1 \.: ; sen·ices they had rendered, and the engr&ving [ of the.ir naroœ on a. conspicuous spot at the place of meeting. A rarer honour to a retiring officer was & portrait o~ statue of himself being presented to bis club. Only once a.mong 1 
Gree\.: inscript ions belonging to Athenian clubs v,a.s there ~ny reoord of -an olcl-age pension heing a v.-arded to a se-.,r,, tary. (La.ughter. ) Even in that 

l
. i.I;st,anc,e th o re.i.lous ~ry declined the proft'e-rw r !'ward. ThereuJ)Olll ~he club vcited him a gol,d,e.r, j cro,.·n. This, a.gain, be gu·e up for th.:, deoora.tion i o ' t he temple whereii, his club roeL Lea.vmg a.."lcien t Rome. the oldest English club wa.s t,hat which existed ' in the Temple in the reign of Henry IY ., in th-e fourtee.nt h œntury. I t was ca.lled '• La Court de Bone Compa.ig'Irie. " A âistinguisherl member of that club wa.s t.he Eng!Îi!h poet , Thomas OccieYe, who w~ clerk : of t he P ri\·y Sea.! for th:i rty-five years. Next in poim 1 of time to Occlsve's Clnb w.a.s the famous "cl-ubbe •• • which me-t a t, t-he Merroaid Ta.vern in Bread. or Fri-. c!ay. street , est &h lishecl in t.he sixteenth œntury. I t • w a.< im<:>rest rng to pid ure Sir Wa-lt er Ra!eig11 pre-sid ing. wi th Sha.k€Spea,re, Mar lowe, Peel, Green . a.nd , ra.re Boo Jonson. \\!ben the Yi&nd,; W.-."J'e c~are<l and th e sack was pu, on the ta.hie , did Ra.leigh '"': , "Yar- _ leLS, you ma1· smok"' ·· ? Beaumc,1t, Fletcher, t.he • great scholar, John Selden. and Cha.rles Cotto11, friend of l zaak W a.Iton , became members cf the .. Mennai<l • la t.ei·. 

1 :EXGLISH CIXB~Œ::\" . 
• But Ben Jonson. th e poet-laureate, le t up a. club of , hisown called the Apollo, a.t the Devi! TaYern, betwe<rr. \ ! Temple Bar and Temple-gate. The siim of the ta Vt .cn 

, 
<l<>picted SL Dunsta.n pulling t he de,·i] ' s nose. lrieide the d oor was a bust of Apollo, a-n<l a b!a.ckboa.rd bearÎl!g t he word " Welcome." John Milt,on, about this 

i period, was a member of the R-01:;s, Club, bu t !bat,. • .,, ! political ratber than litera ry. Adcli.wu, St-eele, a n<l f others 1™>t a.t Button's Coffee HoW!e. ln 1700 t.he f Kitcat Club was ee:ta.bfühed. 'I'his famous institu t ion j wa.s founded by the bookseller, J a.oob Jonson. Thirty- ; J 1 nine nobles &nd gE!lllry .met, a.t a pi~bouse in Sbire- , l lane, Temple Bar, kept by Christopher Katt. Amongst' t,hœe were the Earl of HaJi.fa.x, a. Wet;t minmr seholar. tj 1 a.nd frien<l of Newton ; Lord Somers, a Jawyer a.nd _ 
1 

man of letters ; Addieon Congreve, wbo left when h e i dieè .f:10,000 t-0 the Ducheas of Ma.rlborough ; Sir John , __ ,_j ; V~nbrugh, the a.rchitect of Blenheim; a.nd the grea t . ' surgeon, Ga.rth. This club subscribed 400 guinea.s a.s prizes for the best ~ie6 written. The Ta.tlers 1 
Club met in Shoo-lane, or Roger-la.ne. There w~ a • •l fu!l account of it by Steele in "The Ta.tler." ; ., Î " The· , club Wa.5 founded in 1764, by Sir Joshua . /teyno!ds, as the outcome of bis g1<therings at i Leicester-squa.re. It was modelled on Johnson· , 1 Club, in hy.la.ne, Paternoster-row, .-\moni&t the , first members were Dr. Johnson, Sir John lia'l'Cltins, ' 1 t.he musica.l bistoria.n, Topham Bea.uclerk, the bihlio- ' 1 phile, Oliver Goldsmith, Edmund Burke, and Bennet , Langton, the Greek scholar, wbo was so t.a.11 and thin ' that , having a ~mall heacl, hc ]ooked like a stork . 1 'l'he opinion forroed of a new work at ~eh meetings 

1 speedily beca.roe known a.Il over London, a.nd bad 
\ 

great influence, Garrick was not eleeted immedia.tely. Tb,.re wu some riv&ll'J" bet•een JobJUOn acnd -, / Burke, a.nd Boswell came in through Johnaon'a in-( fluence. The club exiated long without a name, but a.t Garrick 's funer&l it wu distin.guished by the title of the Litera.ry Club. Jtg meeting.place wa, at tbe Turk 's Head, Gerrard-street, Soho, every Montlay l evening, at seven of the clock-11. tradition to-day 1 ma.intained by the &uthon. The Liverpool , At henieum wa,; opened in 1799. In 1808 the Alfred ! Club wai ei.tabl..IBhed in Albemarle-street, and il t lasted t ill 1855. Jt wa.s in a. sense the pn,eursor of 1 the London Athemeum. Byron c&Ued it the most ; rechercha and tirMOme of ;u1y London club, and t.hf f bishops were sa.id to ha.Te resigned wben a billia.rd ; table wa.s introduced. ln 1823 an uaociation of per: sons of lrnown scientiftc and lit.erary att,ainmenu &nd • distinguished patrons wu fonned to found the Athenaeum Club. The bouse was ereeted in 1829, on 1 the site of the l&te Carlton Palace. ln style it wa, ' Grecian, the frieze being & copy of tba.t on the ,Parthenon. To-day it ccnt~ned a m&gnific:ent library 1 of some 50,000 ,·olurne,s . In London, besidas the ( Atheruieum, of literary or partly liter&r;r clum, we had the A=, est.ablished in 1863, of wh.ich S..-inburne "'' as a member ; the Garriclc, -,;hich was 'lt one t ime & resort of Dickens a.nd Thackeray ; t he Sa.,·a.ge, esta-
' blished in 185?,_ of __ ~_!:!c!i _~la~!_,one w~ a lp-_t':lllll_~ i 




