
r:s of Ec;erton Yorrick Davis, ::~.:o., late r .s. Arrrry 

of 
Caughnarrnuga, P. Q. 

I ne ver could underst2nd Rbout Egerton Y. ])avis. He is reputed 
to have pr2cti □ed et Crughnawsuga, nearly OpJiosi te to 1:ontreal, where 
hie collections were stored in the Guildhall. So1,.,.1 (lé'Ve said that 
he Ws8 8 drunken old repro1Je.te, 1mt, the only occ['sion on ,;;rhlch I met 
hir'1 he seened 2 ryeélceful old rrtsc2l. C1ne t:üng i s certain he vrns 
drovme d in the L:::ichine r2pi ds in 1884, Pnd the body w2s ne ver re-
c overed. He h::,d e veryvaried life - in the F.S. Army, in the :'orth 
'"'est, F'c,ong the Indinns, ;:,nd FS r ;.-:;enerel -orE>ctitioner in thE :·orth 
of London. I knei;v hie son well - a nice, milè re.annered fellàw, devot-
ed to bis father. 

~ toY o.- These noites ôf custons 01:1ong the Indian Tribes of the Great 
L,,-~...,t Slave L2,ke v1orc sent to Dr. :·01soti' j ust efter he had taken over the 
Vo.,,'4~ Eontreal J'"ed. Journal v.ri t}i Dr. Hoss · "' One day I was in the j ob-room 

of the Gazette office where the Jr r.cas printed, r:,,nd Conolly sc:dd 11 0h 
Cl!-~ there is an owful crticle for t:he ,Tonrn2l this month - :reter is in 
~~ àespair about it (P. v:as thia co;,11)ositor) and sr,•ys l 1r. r:oss "'<7i11 nevrr 
~ _ J( ', • nrint i t. I ·wcmt over and found the se sheet s - all set un. I 
~~ tolô Conolly tho,t Davis hFd not a very cood reput2tion and to hold 
~ ~ the ~;rint in,-,:; unti 1 Dr. Ross savr t}.e article. Cf course he ,sa.u at 
~once that i t tras not fit to print. 

v I heard nothing üore o(· Davis until I went to PhiladefüyJhia. 
~~.~ I was on the staff of the ~S:al_}'':ei.rrs, and Pë.~rvin, in 1884 and 1885, 

wmi very interested in the action of t :re perinaeal muscles, and in 
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an editorial erticle discussed the question of the constrictor cunni, 
ond the possibility of the old idea of a penis captivus. One day 
I met J:i ni s Hays, the ed i t or, who se id ":Sy the v:ray, c1 o y ou lmow 
Bgert.or1 Y. Dovi s, wm 1.i ve s s or,1evrhere ne ar ::ontreel. P arvin i s de-

~ 
. t . ~ Ill '\ "1. • , ♦ ,J,., ~ • ~ t ' 't o t l1gh ed, rs ne nas seni., tne J.epor of,. e C'tse .of pen1s capt1vus, Just s.-e 

suci1 as he thought nosc;ible 11 • I soid "Hays, for heaven' s sake~ do !Î ~J. not prin t anythi ng :from that nan De.vis. I know he i s not a reput-
• a1-·..,e c}•-ir-.r· "'Cte,... Roc~ "')l"C' Rod(0 l. /'"l1,- 1rnc"'i"l'" .,.n1·-:-··1 11·r,,...,11n "Too , ,,te v10\·1T n 
~~H~~; s;id'\1 t11~·jou1:n;_;'. ï~\)rin~ed .. ,.off';·: So,.~h~ Îetter an;;a;ed i;1 
~pu, .. the n.runber, 1885. It is dated from • The case 
r , a..f h es ,,one intoli terature, and is often n,uoted. L:inis Hays was dis-
·~'-'"' gusted, ns Ross insisted that Davis w~s ? j o}:e,. and he nid Rodc1ick 
l0~ 11 h.:..nted thet I, of all peo:plei vras the only one v1ho :mew anything 

1- ;:~1Jout him. f.fome vvent so far as to sr:y that I was De.vis, and the 
v .\ rumour got about in Phil edelphia. I ne ver but once ,:et the rran. 

tyv. Afterwards I often used his narne vrhen I à.id not wish to ':ie lmown. 
(t)_ I vrould s ign rr., nane in the Hotel F.egisters as l!.; .Y .D., CPughmnvauga. 
p ~ Once, at At l0_nt i c City, . ufte: I hë.d hHd b,roncho-pneur:1oni2., I regi s-

t ered under tr1at nane, H.U"•,ed1ately aft.er .. ~rs. Osler and Revere . 
, I }12à bee:·, there a vreek vùen a nan came up and said II Are you :Or. 

\,J' _ &. O sler? I h2 ve ·been looking for }trou for a we~k; . yo;r sec r:t1ary. sa1dd--
y ou were away and not to be &;ot a . Ky son 1 s 11 l nere ana v11 she 
you to see him11 • IIe hrd said to Cad'\YB.llader ::-:iddle· 11 \'Tno is that 
fellow, Davis, all the tfr1e wi th I rs. Osler?" and was furd.ous when 
he found that I hsd registered undGr the.t name. They tell in i.on-
treal :r~any jokes about Devis, 2nd f;::ther nsny of them on me. I ar-: 
aluBys sorry thHt I did not see :,1ore of iüm, and that I nevor vi si ted 
~is collections et the Guild~1ell, Ceughrrnwau.sn.. 

\!IL:LIJC OSLLR. 
}Tot e. For :: very .';oo d v2ri rt ion of t}1e Jf Prton Y. Davis story 
see .tlayPrd Holmes.) no. :p. 8. 


