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IV. _ SUNDAY AT OX"FORD.-

- 1 

{Rit~t from letter of Sir Geo. Sa; 
• ~ .> . · . .tt....- -~ :::;-: - -- . ,. '. - - ~ _; -;,.,a _· ~~ - ,... . "' _,. I 

I. A_ week-end at Oxford was a very .l_lappy anq pleasant experie'noe. Rt ;. ._. 
. . ·:..:~- ._, • ·-,-. ' - .:·' ~-- :.::;,..., : .. 

the- serva.nts ~mo-T . ., • 1.:.-_., • 

-.-
-handsome a.n~. well turnlshed and always in good order, whe-re 

. . - ~ ·--~~ ~"(~ Lady Osler was a veritable '-be -. -- - , 
, 

.,;,.;.~ meet, and added to the· charm of the 1lome. While his boy ·uved, the fam • 
faction was ver-J very evident. The son was attached to .the father as .a ·~ / ... --:- . 

: ..... • 
-- ' ! and the rivalry between them in sport and general interest was a picture s. 

"? 
~ . ' . . 

: >. : J and I shall never forget the scrambles that I saw . bet71een Sir w;111am and;~i!S,..,:• ~' \ -
• 

- !, Ji ~ ; son, both rolling urJon the floor in the .dining-room. • '!:'r.:e relatiol'lship :t~t:t-~ J .- ,, ~~'· i seen:e~ to exist between him and hj s son reminded m ve~J much of the recorded 
. ( sympathy ·between Poos~velt and Ms so!ls. The loss of Osler's son was a~err\ble - - ~, , .... 

:-,. ?fr grief, and though, for a time after it, he seer:red deeply depres_sed and fs· 1r 
it were ~i:nposs-ible for him to shake off the misery, ye .. t ver-J soon he calmly 

. ' \[~c_ed the trouble• and looked '.1pon himself only as one of many who had suffe-rG-i 
similarly. 

-.... 

When spending a Sunday at Oxford ·there were several points of intares't: 
possibly a servi ce in the Cathedral. in the morning, a.~d a stroli in the I,&rks; ~:, 
1ater in. the afternoon Lady Osler would have an At HQ!!l8 and afternoon tea, and ~ 
i t "Na e t hen that on➔ r.ai 4:; he opport·.mi ty of s -.~ e~::g any dis t i ng-.;~sned. .ft .. meric3.ns 
who happe ne d to be in C:c:ord , or s t ayi:1!3 wit:-, tta ,: s ::. -:lrs . La~SI' pn , : .. 

-
the evening meal at home, though sometimes he rath~r :::isisted upon one dining i 
College. At home for this even i ng meal, a certain ·_ or uncerta i n - numb~ ~r 1 . f 

- ~ , ... ' 'l'.bodesian and other scholats turned up. At once they all seemed at~hotm: y_ow''--...... . . - - - -. ·,., .. - r-,-....,.. .. 
··• - - .;,. • . "' would have thought it was real.ly their parental home that they we re coming to.'· ., ➔ -

- - ~"~?- -- ~~- . ~;,:~ A thoroughly well cooked meal was provided, and during the meal a. servant- wou'.l<L ~"'. 
, -": .. - ~ •. .,-l::" ..... & .!. bring in a few books and place them by the side of Sir Wllliam. : - He the~ ;' y/Q t ~ ; -' ~ :.f 

-~.}L ... 

. - l 



. 
quietly lead on' the oonversation to these books. • There was generally 

/ . " very dJstinct point about them: eibher the books themselves were very interesting · 
' ~ 

because of their antiquity, of from the people to -...,horn they had belonged. 

they might be· of ~pecial interest in reference to -some subject that was ag1.: · ,.. " 
\ ' • - ~ 

tating the medical world at the time. At ,all eve~ts, quietly and without any ,, 

_ fuss, book after book would be opened, and with unfailing :precision, 

would point out the most important items to which he wished attention to be · ) 

paid. -There were many rare and valuable \rooks, many first editions, and many ; 
/"~ that had belonged to famous men o~ more recent times, and in quite a numb8r 

of these Sir ,,,illiam had obtained the autographs of the authors. All th~s\ boo,ks _ ,., 

o~ old or new medicine were as good as they could be. But if you wished to see 

Osler warm up with pride of possessio_n, it was only necessary to refer' to the 

wri tinge of Sir Thomas Brow;,.e, a. copy of whose works in all known languages 11,e-re 

his pride. Not only did he possess these books, but_ he could refer to any part 
of them at onoe, and it astonished roo to ,find hew far and wide and how general 

was his knowledge, even on subjects wh i ch did not personally interest hi-m.' 
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