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T HIS is a big book, but the subject is multifarious. Osler's life is a 
part of the history of three countries-Canada, the Lnited States, and 
Great Britain. His influence pervaded the whole of the English-speaking 

world. His name was a talisman wherever medicine was taught, studied, or 
practised. The variety of his interests, and his enormous powers of work, made 
his life a kaleidoscope of public activity; and the materials for his history, in 
his own letters and writings, and in the letters and recollections· of his friends, 
are immense. His biographer's greatest difficulty has been so to select from 
this mass that the salient features of Osler's life and character shall stand out. 
It is believed that he will be found to have succeeded. 
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