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NRHE Life of Sir William Osler by his
 friend and disciple, Harvey Cushing, is
09 W44 2 big book. But the subject is multi-
farious. Osler’s life is a part of the history of three
countries—Canada, the United States, and Great
Britain. His profound influence pervaded the
whole of the English-speaking world. His name
was a talisman wherever medicine was taught,
studied, or practised. The variety of his interests,
and his enormous powers of work, made his life
a kaleidoscope of public activity ; and the materials
for his history, in his own letters and writings,
and in the letters and recollections of his friends,
are immense. -~ His biographer’s greatest difficulty
has been so to select from this mass that the salient
features of Osler’s life and character shall stand out.
He has succeeded. It is impossible to read fifty
ipages of the book without realizing that Osler was
indeed a very great man. The story begins in the
wilds of Upper Canada, passes through Toronto,
Montreal, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, and ends—
though with much crossing and recrossing the
Atlantic—in Oxford and London. Itisagood deal
diversified with literature and bibliography, light-
ened by the kindliness and humour which sprang
out of many friendships, and everywhere warmed
by a passionate devotion to suffering humanity and
to the cause of Work and Knowledge.
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