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r. Lewis les Why He Wants to Be

" Pulitzer Prizeless.—Gold Medal -
’M To a Dying Archxtect X
A

Following the Pulitzer Prize
wards there were meetings of the
Warious committees of These Dis-
atzsrled “with the Pulitzer Awards.
i Among these Wwas the committe
©i one consisting of Mr. Sinclair-
ewis.’. He r?fussﬂ to accept the
1,000 awarded!to “Arrowsmith.” He
explained: “All prizes like ali titles,
re dangerous. The seekers for
fprizes tend to-labor not for. inherent
‘?géxcellence. but for aliew rewards;
hey tend to write this, or timor-
pusiy ‘to avoid writing that, in ordcr
o tickle the prejudices of a haphaz-
rd committee, And the- Pulitzer j
ize for Novels _is- peculiarly ob-
ctionable because the terms of 1t
ve been constantly and grievously
isrepresented.
“Those terms are that the prize
hall be - given ’for the Amezrican
ovel publisheq during the year
thich shall best present the whole
‘some atmosphere of American lils
%&nd the highest standard of Amer-
:dean life and the highest standard cf
merican manuners and manhood.
&# “This phrase, if it means any-
*»ﬂlxn" whatever, would appear o
mean that the appraisal of the
?,nove!s shall be made, not accordiug
‘2o their actual literary merit, bhut in
fgbedience to whatever cc de of good
tmm may chance to be popular at.
ithe moment.
¢t is pointed ocut that the Advisory’
oard of “the School ¢f Jourpalisia
at Columbia University (which under
Joseph Pulifzer's - will - makes the
‘prize recommendations, to bs ra-
itified by the wuniversity’'s trustees)
has tacitly made awards on the
$husis of merit and not because of
“&av moral lessons in books or piays |
;considered. Pulitzer awards were
=made to Edith Wharten’s novei
i%The Age of Innocence” and
“to Eugene O'Neil's play “Anna
“Christie.”
% But Mr. Lewis fears that the ad
(ministrators of the Pulitzer prizesk
may become “a college of cardinals,”
i#o rooted and so.sacred that to
%ehallenge them will be to commit
blasphemy. So he says: “Only by
regularly refusing the Pulitzer Prize
an novelists keep such a power
P om being permanently set up over
em.
“Between the Pulitzer Prizes,.the’
fimerican Academy of Arts and Let
ters and its training school, the Na-
onal Institute of Arts and Letiers; |
kmateur - boards of censorship, and !
fbe inquisition of earnest literary !
adies’ every compulsion is put apon
writers to become safe, polite, obedi-
snt, and storile. In Dprotest, 1 de.
Blined election to the Nationa! Iu-
Ktitute ~ of Arts and Letters some.
fears ago, and now I must declin.av
the Pulitzer Prize.”
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' Perhaps it would be unkind to at- 4
fribute to Mr, Lewis a motiva of |
Dique because “Babbitt” and “Main ||
Street” were ignoreq by the prize- |
®ivers.”. But there are literary [
ritics who. agree with the 'Ad¥isory |
£oard -that  his novel of. medical /i

s

athics and asplratious “ig the best
f all his novels. “F. PrA’™imuagines |,
r Lewxs 38 SIRRIHES. ol e __dfi
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It cot a "prize, but I don’t care. ~
*
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Mr. George Ken;r might well also
‘have occasion for pique because of
the award to his -play “Craig’s
l:'Wlfe = He wrote “The Show-Off”
tand many class “The Show-Off’ as
?one of the best comedies ever.written
in the. United States. Yet “The
38110w Off” went Puhtzer prizeless.,

g The sizth volume of the “History
-of the United States” by Edward

' Harvey Cushing’s “The Life of Sir
Willlam Osléer”™ won the biography
“prize. Mr. Edward M. Kingsbury's
-“The House of a Hundred Sorrows”
“in "the New York Times won the
~prize for the best editorial article
- of the year. Mr. B. R. Fitzpatriek’s
. cartoon in the St Lowuis Post-Dis
. patch, “The Law of Moses and ths
;La.ws of To-day,”. won the cartoon .
" prize. Of the other prizes you were |
;infmmed by ca.ble

[ The Au/:eucau Instltute of ‘Archit
cects awarded its gold medal for
ﬁarcmtectural achievement to Howard
“Van Doren Shaw. He received it on
}Lls death bed in Baltimore. The
cInstitute was still in session at
ss'Washmfrton when it received news
7of the death of the man who design-
+ed the Flanders Field chapel! ang
sthe Brest naval monument for the
ﬁbmted States Govelnment

Four gold medals for distinguished
tcial activity have been awarded
sby the National Institute of Social
“Sciences. For Mr. Clarence H. Mac-

g

-Z_Channmg won . the history prize. |
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ikKay's service in the development of |
#fmusical - art as chairman of ths
iPhilharmonic. Society the President
Eof the Postal ‘Telegraph Company
v,as presented with one medal. The A
Rev Dr. S. Parkes Cadman reccived
tlike recognition as a leader of re.
gilglous thought ang action. He is the
»pastor of . Brooklyn’s Central Con-
‘gregational Church. The .award
“made to Mr. Stephen Tyng Mather
- was for his part_ in the developmen*
and. administration of the Nationa

‘Parks. He is director of that ser vwa
‘0l the Department of the Intericr,
_’l‘he fourth social service medal was
bestowed on a woman. Mrs. Mary
Schenck Woolman, of Boston, was
‘thus reoognised for her promotioy
and conduct of industrial and VO-
ational trammg for girls. .
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