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"BIOLOGY NOTES.

By Professor Osler, H.D,, McGill College.

N

I. On a remarkable vital phenomenon observed at lake
Memmhremasos. :



The Nostoc foliaceum also occurs there; it has =2 mem-
branous somewhat folded frond, usually growing erect on damp clay. C?

II. Om the occurrence of Ophrydium versatile.

it RS i

. infusorian is met with in many of our lakes, particularly
A north of the St. Lawrence, Its macroscopic charac-
Pelike as it forms irregular greenish masses of a
$ence and though usually somewhat flattened, they
may occur &s beautidl globular bodies of a light green colour,

At Lac a 1l'eau Claire,™in the property of Mr. G. W. Stephens, I
found one mass the size oM@ largg apple. On examination the
gelatinous substance is seen™o be colorless but imbedded in its
cortex are numerous greehish inPysoéria with very extensible
spindle-shaped bodies which are ahghored by a delicate terminal
filament in the matrix. When extenddd the body measures about
one-hundredth of an inch, when contracted:wit forms an elongated
oval. The anterior extremity is blunt and fringed with cilia;

a narrow elongated gullet can be seen but the bedy cavity appears
protoplasmic and contains chlorophyl grains and nuglei. ' The
naked eye appearances of this remind one. of the Nos%’gg ~or of the
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gelatinous masses of the Palmellacese. It occurs extensively
throughout, Canada, I have found it in Burlington Bay, the
Humber "pond near Toronto, the marshes about Lakes Simcoe,
Couchichingg Muskoka.  Nowhere have I met with it in such pro-
fusion as in L a lt'eau Claire, In Lake Roberta, near Gren-
ville, I found sOme very large masses,

™,

111, ©On the d:.s’crlbutlon of Pectinatella magnifica in
C’gada :

I stated in the brief note\g\@ Canadian Fresh-~water Polyzoa
which I read at one of the meetingsnof the Society last year, .
that the large Polyzoon above named not been met with in
Lower Canada. Since then I have found %ﬁ»\in beautiful masses
in Fitch Bay, lLake Memphremagog, and Dr. Hél!q}ngtozl has obtained
several fine specimens in the North river, neax S5t. Andrews. In
Ontario it has been found :in Rice lLake, in the Hﬁ:qber ponds, and
in greatest profusion in the Desjardins canal and‘“the contiguous
marshes, It is probably widely distributed in qui i3 ponds and

. swamps throughout the country, never in the open lake or in very

clear water.

(To be continued "
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