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Sir VTilliam O.ler wae bo;nt in feewn•eh• Onta..r1:o, in l.S49. 

Re gradll&$ed. from Tri.n1ty College,. toJ'Qnte, in 1868, beg.a.u the 
'·, 

stud;y of med-icine ln f11aato Univerai v ,_ and after two years there 

continued his study' at lleGill Univera-ity., 14ontreal, where he re­

oeive4 the degree of· H. 11. in 1872. Re studied in London, Berlin 
" 

and Vie:una for eutvea:t years:,. and then t-·etu:med to Mon.~rltal. !here 

he took up the practice of his prof~1!lsivn and taught 1 t. Raving 

g.aine4 a wide repu tatien as a .n tel." ott meai ca.l subJ e.cts a.nd as well 

ae & teacher and cl._inieian,. he was ahesan in l.S84 to f'ill the aba.ir 

of professor of clinical. medicine at the Unive.rei ty o£ Pennsy:lvania. 

lt vma thi& ei:rcwnstanee that led to O'theT a.ff'iliat1G:mt 1'4lile in 

Philadelphia, notably h1 election to the me-diCal staff of this in· 

st-itution. He was <hoaen attending physieian in l.8£W {llld oontinuecl 

in that- posi t:ion until he left Philadelphia in 1889 to become pro­

fessor of medicine at J"ohna Hopld.nal llaJ. timore. 

While his aslltitclia.tion with the Ph!lacdelp.hia. Orthopa.od14 

HQs.pital and ln:finnary :ror Nervou Diseases was brief in time, it 

was singularly prodUctive in li teral'Y 110r.k. Most impc&rtant researeh 

wa3 made in our clinio.u and laboratory. One of his most valua.bl.e 

contribUtion to medical literature was the result of hi.s work in 

this .inati tuUon, and wa.a published during his stau in PhUadelphia 



in 1.889. It is called The Cerebral Palsies of ChUdren: A Clin­

ical Study f'TO.m the InfirmaJY for Nervoua Diseases. Philadelphia.. w 

At this hospital. he Wail aasocia.ted with Keen , ilorton, Good­

man, Hunt, Agnew, lioorehonse, Wh.arton Sinkler and W-eir :Sitchell. 'lhe 

intimacy m th these- confrefts was more than a professional friendship. 

Ties of af:fection were fo:nned which were broken only \1y d11a.th. 
jt-

1 / his skill in clinical and pathologi e&l investigations, his keen power 
of obs-ervation, put- the stamp of thoro\l3hneas on all his 11Drk and 

give :Cull evidence o:f his broad and comp-rehensive knoWledge ot medical 

problems and medical literature. Re a.pp~ied. htlman: sympathy to medical 

p&y®.Cl~OBY'· He had the faculty ot gai.ning the compl-ete confi.denoe of 

hi& pa:t$ ... ents and the loyal. ty of his assiataats. He avoided meddle­

some therapeutiC'$ and was ru>t g.iven to unneeessary medication. He 

was e.ver ready 1Vith helpful adviee to the younger mEUbers of the prQ­

fession and a st.imtUus to them 1n their e:ff'orts to su.ooeed; he. was 

an inspiration to a.l~ With whom he was associated.. Never a house "o 
houso dootor 1 Whi~e in l?h1l.adelphia the important part o.f' his WO.Jk 

consiete4 of his a.crti-vity in cl.inic-s and wa.-rda an-d of hie advice u 

a. consultant. --
The assooia.t..ion of Sir Williaa Osler With th.is hospital. con­

ferred. honour upon it. 


	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-83-41-001
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-83-41-002

