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to llu.r ~ridgemall. 
( ty:pewri tten) Cincinnatl, 0 . 

6th Oct. 1894. 

My Dear .Mr .oridgeman, 

I doubt whether· I made my meaning :plain when in a 
fcnne1· letter I made cbj ectlcn to lansfield' s life of Dr Drake. 

Ycu are dsubtless familiar with the :pr : verb " No man is a hero 
tc.; his Valet". l'his is ccrrmr::nly understood t:. mean that even the 
greatest men have little perscnal peculiar-ities which belittle them 
in the eyes cf these wr c; are in intimate association with them. 
But it seems tc me that thep1·overb has a deeper meaning, and implies 
that the Valet does not recognize tb e hero when he sees hin" - has 
no concertTsri'Cf thEhercic =- is, in fact " hero-blind". i:luch was 
the fact with :Mr :&ransfield. He never saw Dr Dral<e7 

The Doctor' was, withcut exception, th.e greatest man ("totus 
teres, atque rctundus" ) v1hom I eve r met . .fie was richly gifted 
with every intellectual po ,ter,- reas:n, imaginati:.n, fancy, wit: 
a lion tc all who steed inb i s way wale mar·ching "lt»owards any great 
public geed; but sweet and gentle as a girl tc;ward s all wb-:; had 
any claim ·upc :'l his tende1ness . 

T0 hav-e kn'Jwn such a m&n I regard as :nEc f the gre:atest 
r;rivileges of my life . 

I b0pe theb::Jcks arrived safely, and. that yov. may find time 
t0 read them b~th , be ~::> re :you send them to Dr O'sler. 

Ve 1y t r·uly yours, 

alexr. N.M.McGuffey, 

~r WM.H. Bridgeman, 8 
Equitatle Life Ins. CO . Bost~n, Mas • 


