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4 From Al ex, H, MeGuffey

to My Bridgeman.
(typewritten) Cincinnati, O,

_ 6th Oct, 1894, [/
'Z/V/O Zrﬂ Lol fr Belon

My Dear MNr Pridgeman,

»
A

I doubt whether I made my meaning plain when in a
former letter I made cbjecticn to flansfield's l1ife of Dr Drake.

You are dcubtless familier with the proverb "No man is a heroc
tc his Valet”, Ihis iscommecnly understocd t- mean that even the
greatest men have little perscnal peculisrities which belittle them
in the gyes of those whc are in intimate asscciaticn with them.

But it seems tc me that theproverb has a déeper mesning, and implies
thet the Valet does not recognize the hero when he sees him - hss
ne concerticn of theénercict- is, in fact "hero-blind", Such was
the fact with Mr #ensfield. He never saw Dr Drake. :

The Dcctor was, withcout excepticn, the grestest man ("totus
teres, atgue rctundus") vhom I ever mét. He was richly gifted
with every intellectuval power, - reascn, imaginaticn, fancy, wit:-
a lion tc 21l who stocd inhis way wile marching wowards any great
public gocd; but sweet and gentle as a girl tcwards all who had
any claim upcn his tendemess.,

Tc have known such a men I regard as cnecf the greastest
privileges of mg life.

I hope thebocks arrived safely, and that you may find time
tc read them bath, before you send themto Dr Usler. | -

Very truly yours,
Alexr. N.M.McGuffey,

Mr Wi.H. bridgeman,
Equitaile Life Ins. Co. Boston, Mass.



