
,Tu ly 11, 19 08 . 

"iill rr. '.'lilliar; Osler, Ret;ius .r-rofes.~or of lledicine at Oxford, be too old 
at si~ty? He r--ust SP.ttle the ,1uestion within_ tTielve :-,,ontns, for to-morrow 
is his fifty-nint::·. birthday. He ls corr.rr.only rerortr-d to h:1ve orir;inat<>d the 
phr,.se "too old at fort;r," but this is not the ca.,e. Pere are }·is <ictual 
word.s:-

The teacr.er' s 1 ife should have ti,ree periods - study unti 1 t":enty-:fi ve; 
investig· tion until forty; profession until sixty, at wnic~ ti~A I 
wo 1 ld have h ·t'l retired on a double allo·,,;ra~ce. '"1'hetl;er Anthony ';'rollope' s 
su6t;esticn of a collegt? and chlorr;fcrn should r1e carriAd out or :r,c-t, I 
ha7e becor:e a little dubious, as my own time ~ s gett ire• so shnrt. 

?!any '!:en who r.ea:"'d T'r. '•sler, indir7nantly denied that they were too old; but 
one of his disci_les burst out thus:-

Brot'-ler, I :o..r: sixty-o:·e, 
So my work on earth is done; 
CalY.- should follow after storm
Reach r.::e down the chloroform. 
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