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{London Times, Aug. 16, 1912, p. 6.c)

THE ”UBERCULOSIS CAMPAT GN
—O..
Sir William Osler's appeal.

(undated)
To the Editor of the Times.

Sir: - May I ask the hospitality of your columms for a few remarks
on three points on the tuberculosis question? :

1. Iﬁ any campaign, organization is the first essential, and in so com-
Plicated a struggle as that in which we are engaged, and which must extend over
three or more generations, success or failure will depend on the character of

the general staff of the army engaged. 2

We are fortunate in having in the Local Government Board an effective

working machine dealing with public health, and at its-head a men both sympa-
thetic and intelligently enthusiastic in all that relates to tuberculosis, It
is to be hoped that a comprehensive scheme may be laid down, on lines suggested
by the Astor Committee, coordinating the various agencies - (a) At the head, de-
partments of the Local Government Board, with, if it is possible, lay and pro-
fessional representation, (b) Central institutions, in each of the three capi-
tols, dealing with the educational, social service, and scientific aspects of
the work. For research purposes it is to be desired that the energies should be
concentrated in one large laboratory, (c) Dispensaries officered by trained men,
whoss work would be supervised directly from the central office. (d) Sanitoria
and hospitals. (e) The general practitioners, medical officers of health, and
nurses, who constitute the fighting units of the army. Coordination in the
‘work of these factors is essential. Let me give an illustration of the kind of
work needed at once.

All are agreed that the fighting line will centre about the dispen-
sary, No provision exists for the training of their officers, who should have
special instruction in methods of work, and particularly in diagnosis. The ap-
pointments will be well paid, and the public has the right to demand well
trained men. It should be a duty of the general stafi to arrange suitable
courses at the dispensaries and special hospitals. In Llondon it would be easy
to arrange an attractive program utilizing the Brompton Hospital, the existing
tuberculosis dispensaries, and the lLister institute. - In Edinburgh Dr. Philip
and a few of the younger men at the Royal Infirmary could arrange courses for
Scotland. The diagnosis of tuberculosis is often very difficult, mistakes are
common, mistakes are going to cost money, and it will pay the public to demand
that the men in charge of the dispensaries are thoroughly equipped for the work.
To make provision for the training of this officers' corps should be the first
duty of the tuberculosis sub-departments of the Local Government Board.

£. May I make an appeal to link when possible the tuberculosis work with
existing hospitals and dispensaries? The scheme, as you emphasize in your \
editorial of the 7th ult., is a general one, over-reaching the provisions of
the special clauses of the insurance act. Why dissociate this work from our
general hospitals? Why ask them to cut off one-tenth of their patients? It
will be an easy matter to arrange for the payment of insured persoms, and it
should not be difficult to attach the tuberculosis officer to the staff of the.

hospital. The advantages are: (a) many patients apply to the dispensary who
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