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.. t . .J. recP.r..t u~eting of the Bibliogro.,1;)hiou.l 3oci3ty, Lcnd.ou, 
the 1r--~id.ent, Sir '.iilli.:mi usl<1r, v._J. F.R .. 3. ,r;aid. th-, following 
trihute tv th13 n,q1.iory of lrofeasor Jclt..'1 Fer6uson: 
Sir.:.ca our la.et 1:" "'3tin~ w~ hav 1 1 oat J.11 ori6L.ial and l---.i 0Ll~r ·11 alued. 
r.iemb~r of ou'.r saciJty, tb.<1 vst,..,raa.1 Frof'3~i;)or John F 1\_;uaor:., of 
Gl:..i.sgow. By tr:1h1i 11g a. ct.9111ist and. a t,,,:1chqr of ch?mistry J:1...q had. 
long outlived. ar;Jr activity in his voca.tio11., 2..r....:!. for mF;z:y year~ has 
c or.ibi:r.. 3d. t:ie :pl ~a.d'1nt 3.V oc 9.tion of the b oak.cc o l lector with the 
sc:irioc1.s ar ... d. a.b~orpi...16 wori: of a. biblio6 ra_rher. Th/3 nan a.n.d. 
his method. a.re revJ:?a.led. in tha.t uost instructivP. :id.d.rass which :b~e 
gave a.s .1resid.ent of ou.r sister socet.ty of ,?dinburgh. "On Some 
ls1;ects of J.:,iblic6raphy," thB best introd.uatory r.:.1a11ual I .::...now UJ?O.:.l 

th.1 ~ubjqct. l:le6 inning wi ":-1~ the coll,., ~io:..;.. of boo::...,__, ol ~ 3.I...d new, 
n_pon ch~wiatry, ht:J scon rd..1.~ged. c..,ver thi;; bord.~r-1 a:.:.d.s of scir:mce, 
an-i b1;-cauq cu.r 6rea.t1st o.utl.i.ority 01.i. the li tcr:.1ture of a.lch-=n:.zy, 
w1t-::hcrift, .J.6trolaa, and th"' V9ricu.s .:Qi3:iudo-z.ci~ ... .i.ces. of tb.i: 

, '"llile ..J1:...• T~:.·~ r:~ru.bers will recall with pl..ea.sure his lcct.u•-s 
to our soci3ty O.ll Raisch' ... "1.Iarga.rita.. Ihiloso12hica" i.r1 .Tu.c.e., 1900, 
a.;t:1d. on ".Becks of Sc::cr~-t;j" in 191.:,. 

Th.cu6h ::m absorbL1g '.11:.d. .1.rofitable .:.t·1:ly, th"' P....1.d..-r·:ioJ'~lts of ,J. 
\~ i::;i.bl:Lo0ra.]:b.y a;_~,., too cft 0 :u bi~ t..om"'.; of L~tc'11'.1l.b~e d.ul..:.1;~s._ r:r~"'r::-

, :>-" ar- 0 ~t ~:yr.1ta t O \VOrJ:..S Ol .. t..hs dUbjc,ct full u:' ., J.') rrll'!'OW S.~~d 
'f .2 .... v.d.'3f:h, of b,OKo, one il;l Ja.iiF:.3 .i:...t..i} son.';;; rrTwo l.:ttc::- .-iiblic0::.~3..;,hy," 

and th".; oth'!r is Jct.u F,r.;'-rnol.1.t s ·•Bibliotheca ChC/r:..irJa.," a. cita.lc0ue 
cf tl1 '3 li bra.ry of the :.at I'; Dr. J :k~/33 YOUi.J.6, 1:.0i'l L.1 th8 Gl3.S60W 
Tecl .. r.ical Col~1~~ • .'lhi~-= :r..ot 1 ar\;e, ths coLl~ction. is e:x:tra.ord.ina.r·:
i.ly rich in worka on alchAcy ·:1nd. 16th a.ud 17th C9.i.J.tll.ry b.oo~s o.n. 
oh':?L.:_atry, a...YJ.d. just t .. "t sort lbi' li br3,ry for a 1::~1 of Frofesscr 
JJ\::.:rgusor .. 's trair:ing to 03.ts:.!.o..;ue.. It is tr~1 r":ost ua:::ful s.1,;oia.l 
bib li 0 6 r:.1p:-.:..y L.1. 1:ry l ibra,..7., :;,nd. sc d,rc 8 ly a. day .i:'cl.ssea that I d.c n..ot 
1;8f1r to its :pages. The 1111rit th:;.t :11;.:peals to one is a. con.bina.tion 
of biogr_.phy with biblicb:::.J._r;hy b 0 ..;ide -~h'3 book is J. J;:icture of th9 
11an S.i.(etct:.ed. by a aym1athA-tic h1r_d. ,JOuld. L .. ,;,t in o"~~q:;_" ,=>'.l.bj~cts 
stuii:;1-...to ~ accnr:lta ..:. .. 1d :....; l 0 J.rrJ•d. cou1.d. b~ i.[lduc1d. to follow ~1:".;.1~ 
.c;x...::.nri le 1 There i~ an L.:.t ere;;. ti.c2, 1 J.ra.6r.1,i,h in ~11-: .t:-r9 f ..1Cr.> .t;.ich 
i 1 1,._,_.:.:i..-r&i.tP,;) th" ,;,Jirit i .......... 1hict.. Irof""3...,.;.0r F~r..;:,-;;.or.:. w:i-:-rtcok t}:'4ia 
work.. ..The :'.-1i ._.tcry of cl:%~i~._,ry, ~Q i::d.,..,ed of .11 i oC.i.-Sl!.Ce.:1, icl btLt 
a s:.1cce5sion of '3....-itar~~;;; 1...1_1co1 .. for6 otteI.L_ 1"'1~~ a.~i forc:;~-t.t,-m discovery • 
. L.--t t',1011., .io L1g..3e .ie:u no owe to hir... •vho 6 :1thers u:r t·.,,.,·_r wor....:s, 
a.Ld. ~ so doLn~, r9ct:.l.l ·,... '.;'~."ir El.c:-.igve...u•:mt,;,, a.r .. d. thus l.::..bours to 
lift t~z:;.t icy .r::a.11 of oblivion v-dl.:.ch d."'sc~1 ":. o:... -;va_r~&hit-t§ '!:uus.a, 
juot b9c:1u;.;.1 it is hm:i:m, j/:ip9rf""ct, t,..mporar.y, :1r.:.. -~ s , rs 



forJott,~ .. to L.H;A.9 wa;y for sorn~thing el~e? It wa.s to 1lliti3ate. 
th9.t f'a.t8 as far as b.u.nia.n effort ca.n,. when it has to strive with 
the Atn.rnal l.J.·,v a:c .. d r .. 0 cessi ty of change, that this ga.thP.ri11g of 
the writings of by6 0119 thi~ers SJ:::.d. workers was made. Tha.t thP.y 
w<:1re sl,ru . .;61ing with error obscured. vision toi;v-a.rds t_">:q li 0ht of 
rr..ia.lity st._ouli caus'-3 not n9 0 l9ct of t~--~n 3.i.~d co:..,;,t9r.1]t for Lheir 
shortcomings and. fai lu:re, but should. arouse the fallow f9elir..g 
a.nd. int-!;reat of thoc-e i:a10 at th~ ~re;:;.9::: ... t no; ient ar0 ~:i.1.0 a.6ed in th9 
SJ.i:,1~ str110gle, ar .. d. whose tt1r:u. for n:3glect ar:.d. cont 0 r;1:pt is couin~. 
Dr. Yau.u6 re;...lised. this, and the libr~ry is his effort to a:;v:uen 
JJ.1d. fost2r ~uoh synq_)a.thy and r~1~eL1bra.r .. ce .... 

U:pon the auth~r of a. res.lly good. biblicgra]?hy" the inL,1.uity of 
· obli viou vainly scat t nrs her .:t;:OJ!I?Y--- to u~e an 9X.1:ression of Sir T:.om. 

Hro;rrD.e, and the "Biblict£.1.-Jca Ch9uica.•• \till :prP.vai.l aa rote.ntly for 
Joh.11 Fsrguscn as has t1Le "Bibliotheca Brit.a..r.u:ica.." for his great 
townsrJa.n., Rob~rt Va.Lt. 
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