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, THE story of surgical aniesthesia illustrates how long it takes an 
idea to become effective. The idea of producing insensibility to pain 
during a cutting operaticn is of great antiquity-e.g., cide chapter ii, 21, 
in the Book of Genesis. ~ or is the word aniesthesia modern, as is 
sometimes said, and invented by Oliver "\Yendell Holmes. It occurs, 
Withington tells me, first in Plato l" TinuPus .. >, and is used by 
Dioscorides in the modern sense. 

The extraordinary controversy which has raged, and re-raged eYery 
few year:--, on the question to whom the world is indebted for the intro
duction of amesthesia, illustrates the absence of trne historical 
perspective, and a failure to realize just what priority means in the 

case of a great disco,:ery. /~ . . . . 
"\Yh~· do we not give the, credit to D10scondes, who descnbed both 

the general and local forms. or to Pliny, or Apuleius, or to Hiotho, the 
Chinaman, who seems to be next in order, or to the inventor of the 
Spongia sornnifera, or to :Master :\lazzeo )lontagna, in Boccaccio. or to 
any one of the score or more of men in the ~Iiddle Ages who are known 
to have operated on patients made insensible by drugs or vapours? 
Why do we not give the credit to Davy, who bad the idea; or to 

t Hemarks madC' on presenting )Iorton's original pap~rs to the Ro)al Society of :IIedicine, 

)lRy lfi. 191A. 
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The medium through which Dr. l\Iorton communicated the results of 
experiments on etherization to the public, ,ms a "circular" which he 
had printed, at his own expense, almost every week. It was at first, as 
its name imports, a mere letter of advice; but, as it became the 
receptacle of news pa per articles, and correspondence from every portion 
of the union, announcing the success of etherization, it was neces
sarily enlarged into a large and closely-printed sheet of four pages. 
Soon this "circular., became a pamphlet, and of this five different 
editions were published, under Dr. :.Iorton's immediate supervision, 
embodying a digest of all the authentic information, both from Europe 
and America, on "Amesthesia" (Rice, "Trials of a Public Benefactor," 
185\), p. ll-!). 

'l'he Index Catalogue, Surgeon-General's Library, only mentions a 
14-page pamphlet, 18.JG, printed by Dutton and 'Wentworth, Boston. 
The early form of the circular may be seen on the back page of the 
Boston Jledical allll Surgical .Jo11mal, December 9. In the number 
for XoYember lk, with Bigelow's paper, there is only an adYertisement 
of :.Iorton·s course-., of instruction in dentistry. The circular appeared 
first ~oYember :!G, and is copied at pages 1--l and 1.5 of the ·• Letheon ·• 
pamphlet, fifth edition. This pamphlet is made up of more than eighty 
short articles from medical journals and newspapers, and is of special 
value in giving the popular. first-hand impressions relating to the great 
discovery. There is very little of :.Iorton·s-only the circular already 
referred to, and. on page Hi. the terms for the '' . .\pparatus, a Bottle of 
the l'reparation, Instruction, c\-c." 

In 18-!, :\Iorton published a -!-!-page pamphlet on '· The Proper 
Mode of Administering :-:ulphuric Ether by Inhalation•· (Boston: 
Dutton and ',YenbYorthi, in which the original apparatus lnow a 
treasnred relic at the :\Iassachusetts General Hospital), is described. 
In the early part of April he found th,1t a sponge ,rnuld serve the same 
purpose, and was less dangerous. The greater part of the pamphlet is 
taken up with general directions, the outcome of the author's experience. 

The claims of ;1Iorton were wry fully stated in a pamphlet published 
in Paris, lo--17, with the title, •· :.Iemoire sur la decouverte du nouvel 
emploi de !'ether sulphurique,·· :rnd in 1,-.;.j(l he published a sruall work 
" On the Physiologieal Effects of !--nlphnric Ether and its Superiority 
to Chloroform,'' Boston. So far as I can ascertain, this completes his 
output on the subject of amesthesia. except a pPsthmuous pamphlet 
"On the Use of Ether as an . .\mesthetic at the Battle of the \Yilder
ness" (Jvumal of the American Jlulical A.ssociatw11, April 23, 1904). 
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of Davy, of Beddoes, the tragic story of Hickman, the remarkable 
documents relating to anff'sthesia produced by compression of arteries, 
veins, and nerves, Bartholinus's use of cold for local amesthesia, and the 
section would conclude with the writings of Esdaile and of Elliotson on 
hypnotism in surgery. "\Yhat an education, even to glance at this 
literature in due sequence on the shelves! 

(3) The modern period beginning with -:\Lorton, "\Yells and Jackson, 
the story of the miserable priority claims, the congressional reports, the 
publications of the 1Iorton Association, the topical literature, showing 
the introduction of the practice mto different countries, the Long 
literature, &c. 

(4) Jn chronological order the subject of ana:sthesia in midwifery, 
embracing everything from Simpsoo·s original pamphlet to the latest 
popular magazine article on twilight sleep. 

(5) Chloroform and its introdtiction. The papers of the discoverers, 
Guthrie, &c., the Simpson pamphlets, his famous "Encyclop::edia 
Britannica'' article <lealing with the subject of ann?sthesia under the 
word •• Chloroform,'· v,hich led to the sharp Bigelow-Simpson contro
versy, the Hyderabad Heports. the British 1Iedical Association and 
other reports and documents. 

,ti) Local anresthesia from Dioscorides and Bartholinus to Kohler. 
Corning, Halsted, Cushing, and others. 

,, ) Agents other than ether and chloroform, used for inducing 
ana'sthesia, arranged in order of introduction. 

(8) Technique, including the various methods of administration, 
intraYenous, intratracheal, and the literature of apparatus. 

tQ) Physiology. 

,Im Pathology. ~ 
I speak as an amateur. Doubtles expert members could easily 

arrange a more comprehensive scheme. To separate in literature the 
quick from the dead is one of the functions of a well-ordt:red library, but 
much that we carelessly regard • as dead is magnetized into life when 
put in its historical relations. The plan htre suggested, which could 
be applied in other directions. sustains that continuity. to the study of 
which this Section is devoted. You remember the rings of Lucretius 
-well, there is a ris et rincula liuroru111, binding together books, a 
force just as potent as the ris et ri11c11la lapitlis. which supported the 
rings; and in the literature of amesthesia this force is derived from the 
wo,ks he<e pceseoted to the Lib,·n•;~ 
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