
MEDICAL ME~ AND 
NOTIFICATIOX. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE THIES. 
Sir,-Yrc ohi;ervccl ,.-ith grl'a,t satisfaction 

r 
that Lord· 'i\"illougi,by de Brokc>, speaking in 
the House oi Lord,; 011 'iVednesda:;-, April :.!, on i 
the subject of Yenereal inicctiou, cxp;·es,ed his 

I opiniou that the time- .-.-a,; approa<:'bni ,dwn 
• nociilcation w_ould !w.rn to b,) coru;idere<l Ufi a 
I).leans of securi!1~ a better conlrol oi these com
municable diseu.,;;s. 'i'v'o cordi,,ll y agree v.-ith his 
statement. The Hoyal C'ommiESiou on Venereal 

; Diseases. we are l?.\Yare, in its report, expressed 
/ t~1e opinion that noti.fic.J.ti~u could not at that 
I tune be rcga.rded as a. pracucable m ea.s nre. Bnt 
/ that 'l'.as four years ago, and since that time both 

I medical knowledge and public opinion ha.-o 
made gnat stride~, with the result that we are 

• i.~ a position to-day to reconsider notification 
as within tho sphere of pr:ictical politics. 

Many objections to notification have been 
raised, none of which, however, though raised 
also in the Gnited States, ha.-..-e materialized in 
that country to any detrimental e:l..'i:ent, when a 
policy of compulsory notification was adopted. 
·we firmly beliern that experience in this country 
will be similar, ii a system be inaugurat.ed-and 
we are happy to know, from your Medical Cor
respondent's article on. the" Ravages of Venereal 
Disease,"· which appeared in The 'l'imes of April· 
4, that such a system has already been proposed 
-whereby notification can be secured without 
any publicity. The patient and doctor ca.n ·e
main in perfectly confidential relation, pro
vided the patient continues treatment unti1 pro~ 
nounced cui'ed. 

W o have the honorn to be faithfully yours, 
\V}f. OSLER, F.R.S., M.D. 
G. ERIC PRITCH..<UID, M.A., M.D. 
vv"'}I. H..-U,E-WHITE, l\I.D., F.R.C.P. 
G. LE~TH..A.L CHEATLE, F.R.C.S. 
W. H. OLA YTON GREE~E. F.R.C.S. 
JA:YIES FCRVES STEWART, M.D., 

London, April 4. Lq (q ~ F.R.C.P. 

April 4, 1919. 
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