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Letter {Scri:ptJ from. R. L. ::Poole. 10 .. vv. u. 

From the Kee:per of the Archives, 
uxford. 

Dear Sir ~illiam,. 

'l'he 1V1useum. House, 

12 uctober 1916. 

L have searched the Register of Congregation and the .Act Rook of the Chancellor's C.ourt for the yea.n· 1546. and some time :previous~ and have found no record of any examination of books by the University. I did not indeed expect to find any, for in. 1546: the University was in the lowest state of humiliation and was completely under the heels of~ Henry V l.LL and his agents. 

It seems to me that the e:x~nination of ~drew BoordeJs book was made in :pursuance of the Statute of 1543- \34 & 35 H.en. V ll. c. iJ against the :publication o·f ••books and writings in the dnglish tongue" which taught anything contrary to the King's religion. All such. books were to be "abolished";, hut in order to ascertain whether their contents came within the dtatute,. it was evidently necessary to examine them. a book o.t: · whi.ch the title began with the word <Breviary .. would naturally need looking into. 

In the. month after .JJoord~ s hook was examined.. on 8 July 1546 a :proclamation was issued giving a long list of ~nglish books condemlrl8d. lt is printed in C.attleyis edition of Foxe 1 s Acta and Monuments, v .. 565 568 ll858;. 'rhis shows that the govermaent was actively exercised on the sub.jeat a.t the time. rrhe :prohibited hooks were to be handed over for burning to the sheriff, m~r~r, 

u~J11. 



. 
illxtract from Folio \Dreviary; contQ. 

or bish.o;p~ a chancellor.. The1'e is no mention of any reservation of Univeraity ~tu.risdiction.; . and indeed the University aa I have saiQ, was in too maimed a condition for its powers to be taken into consideration • . u:xford had just only barely esca11ed being suppressed with the m~ies. 

~vhy Boorde, s hook was examined at u:xford 1 do not know. lie had lately been living Jin the hospital of St. Giles" in the ..i!'ields. I. can only su:ppose that he chanced to be at Oxford at the time. 

:Believe me, 

Yours very truly, 

Letter (.l:jcri:pt) 

Dear Sir viillia.rn,. 

OJSt-/li35.3; 
from. H. Barlow To: ~· 

Royal uollege uf lhysicians, 
.fall Mall r.;ast., 3. vv-. 

11 iq;lril 18. 

uur breviary is made U] of two editions • The title :page is ''m" • .t-owell, of 1556 a.nd the next le leaves lii:-xi; .l take it belong to it. 

'l'hus follows fol. :a:iiii lnot xiii a.a 1 think I had in my letter to you) to the end, with the e:xce:ption of Sig N H, which is wanting •. 'l'his is nai:.JddletOn'S edition o:fl54·7 and has the colo,Phon. 

1t is such a long time since 1 had it in my hands that I forget whether I compared it with another copy. 

I made notes of the editions I came across,. hut there are at .liichmond. L shall be there on SundEcy" when I will look them up and write you again. 

1 am,. dear Sir .dlliam . 
Yours obedientiy, 

H.. barlow. 


