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BXTRACTS FROI.i THE~ DRAFT OF "BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIAl~A" INTRODUCTION. 

(In these passages the first draft differs fro r:1. the final draft) . 



Extracts D--m 1Rt Draft nfiEibliotheca Osleriana' Introduction. 

-----~-- ·---·---~ 

(In these passages ''- ~ .£'-:_ ... ""t. draft differs fror.1 tlJ.e f1nal draft). 
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I 
!~ infect1on occurrea during tne ~:r1nter of 1869-70, in the 

cons,_:lting rooms of r:w preceptor, Dr. Bovell, Broc.«: Street, Toronto. I I had a bearoom in the s~e house and used one of hie rooms in the 

evenings as e. stuay. Books were everywhere- walls , tables, chairs, 

! 
f 1 o or - so that it wa s not e P sy to fin a a T> lace to sit , and i m.p o ss-

tJM..e 

i ble in either room to ;:;o fro ..• Aspot to ano 'ther in a straight line. They 

\ were curiously segregatea, like a!limals after their kiud - here a 

) great pile of theological wor.l<:s, there, hugh monogrr-tphs, like Dana on 

Zoophytes, geological reports, aud atlases, wh1le the tables were 

/ laden with bo:~'-s on micros'\opy - Griffiths, bhrer;.oerg, Smith's Diatoms, 

( Thwa1te's Desmids, etc. The bulk of the books were medical .sncJ of 

the 19th Century, with journa.ls and transactions., aJ.l i n hopeless 

confusion. At intervE~ls, his daughter, Hrs. Barwick, Arthur Jukes 

Johnson, an old servant, aHd myself woulu spend an afternoO!l sorting 

\ ar;d shelViHg, but within thr£~e er four months, or even less, 

/ tl;.ing was chaos again. '.J'he·greater part of the day and all of the 

every-

evening I had t:he rooms to mysel.f'. Dr. Bovell h8d to be chased into 

practice~ People would have him, but it took time and trouole, e..nd 

his rooms were tJ.1e last place he was likely to be found. For a lad 

J 
of nineteen just escaped frorn the semi-theological courses of Trinity 

College, ana keeuly interested in science, here W8.8 browsing of the 

I 
very best qv.2lity. }~any of the books are still photographed on rey 

mina - a corner Yvi th big at l c-,se s, Cruveilhier, Bright , Cars-vvell, and 

Baillie, a11d the great book on Diseases Qf' India by Annesley. } any 

aa e-we.ning I hr>ve porea over the beautiful illustratioHs R.na the 

mental . pictures are still fresh and bright. I remenoer, too, the awe 
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and reverence insnirea by the m.a:1 who co' l ld v ri te such won derful 

books . Can ad a was a fa.r-away eo untry i r1 the se days, and I used to 

wonder if I should every bt2 so fortunate as to see any of these great 

men. 

Before the winter was over, many works on nauy suojects had 

been skimnted, to t 11 e hurt of re -. uler studies, but it was in the long 

evenings in the cold room, before a grate fire, often with a blanket 

aouut .,.y legs and aaother abamt rcy shoulders, a student' a lamp at rey 

side, th at the infect1on reached my bone marrow. 

l/Jy godd preceptor and I parted in the s!Jring of 1870 - he to 

t h e West IncHes, to a life of sacrifice a ;J.OHg t h e coloured people, I 

to a sw 1mer of desultory work vf.l.t !1 a Llicroscope at ho1:1e, and in the 

autumn to ~ :. ontreHl (McGi 11). We never met again. I owe to him a love 

of boS:ks, ad4more- the two and a half to three years of his tutelage 

-put the AEsculapian s:pj:rit into my soul, and made me realize those 

memorable words iu the Hi p:)ocratic oath, "I w1ll honour a s my father 

t11e man who teaches me the art •11 

Dr. Bovell' s books were sold while I was in England in 1 73. A 

few find the1r places in this collt::'CtlOll Beale 1 s How to Work w1th a 

:Microscope ) , Owen' s Comparative An at o:n:w ( ) , Chamoer' s 

Renewal of Ll!e ) , Niemeyer' s Pract1ce of Ledlciue ( ) . 

At the old-fashioned 'Defe:we of 'fhesis', the table in front 

of the Faculty was covered ~i th preparations se n t in to illustrate 

my thesis. '..:~~sli-R>BQ -MaQii- SQ- st.-Q Pig- a~- ~lti~*'"ss~QR- t.Ra ~-·a- SF~Q~ 

From s. and J. NocK, 

my thesis priz~- Billrothts 

Bloomsbury '-o~. g)?t _a.J,.J_ the books for 

~~?~""' surgical Pathology, Str:itker' s Hi stelogy, 

i Hand-Book for the Physlological Laboratory. 

I' 

~ ' .. 



3. 

( It was a ty-pical oJ.d secondhand book shop, crowded t o the 

ce1liugs, and the brothers both aged, aHd ra:rn dly becoming decrepit, 
{ 

were very kee n and intensely interested to hear aoout Canada and the 

Li orary. ';.'hey lived aoove the shop, a11d not i nf requE-ntl y afterwards ( 

I went iu and had a cu0 of tea with t h em. 

Thtttcollection goes to. cGill in grateful recog nition of the 

confidence whi~h the faculty put in me, a young untried man. Another 

fea.ture of the case must be ment1oned; it had been the c ustom to give 

the full chairs as they fell vacant to the clinical Professors and 

e ither Dr. Ross or Dr. Roddicle might have blocl<ed, had t h ey wished to, 

my &n:n:) olntment. The position was a g oasend. Duriug the session with 

in fet:s, A.nCi %250 a. month as physici an to t [1e smFll-I) OX hos-

pital, by t he suring I was rich 2nd aole to invest in tll.e w.uch needed 

microscopes a td IFlpP.ratus. o:='ne w1nter W8S full of hara expe riences. 

' o give more t.tlart n huudred lectures - four or f1 ve a week - was a 

g reat trial, arid by Christmas my energies v,rere low. No. i n the 

catF!logue saved my life. In Vienna I had attendea t he physiology 

lectures of Br·ucke and on leaVlilg in the spr1ng I had order ed his 

]£!lesungen ~ber der_E~ologi~. 

*-=r~~~£_~*'-0 
~ In Bal t1more I became aeeply l n t t:'rested in ll i Dliography a.]d 

1 t he history of medlciue. Dr. Billings W ES a g reat stirr ... ulus, and 

v"ithin a few montHs of t h- openi11::;; of the hospital, h e read us a 

most interest i ng paper on r are medica.l nooks. He lectured, too, 

on t he hi story of me diciue, ana was our g u1de and fri en c i n a ll 

mat ers r e1at1 11g to booles. f: o r apia ly d i d the interest g row, t hat 

in n ovemoer 1890, v1e organized the HospitC~l Historical Cluo of which 

Looking ove r thE accounts of the ~.' Dr. Welch W38 the r irst President. 

j mee ti ngs since its f ounaation as gi ve1iu~he Ho sp i t o l Bul l etin, one 



cannot but feel gratified in the success of the undertaking. Eany 

Valuable uapers have been presented, and thn Clu"b has beeH a stimulus 

to w·ork, aMa model for ma}li. s1milar societies throl.lghout the c·nmtry. 

Up011 Dr. Welch,the life of t 11e Cluo, we could a.lways depend for an 

<:;preciative di -cussion, and his good nature i!1variably consentea to 

fill a gap ill tne progrruu. ])urlng tne f1rst session I read papers 

upon John Mo rgan, JohH Jones, and Ira t.haH Smi tn, whi eh stimulated my 

interest in the early history of Arrierican medici:ue. In our second 

session Dr. Welcn begau a systPmatlc presentation of Greek medicine. 

From its i.uception, Dr. Kelly took a deep interrrst in the work anci we 

t::hBred iu the benef.1.ts of his lioeral purc.neses of older works 

4 

relat1ng to hJLs departwent. Dr. Hurd, the Director, was a pl vot aoout 

w:rHch the :rosuita.L socl..,tlE' S worked. The Historical Cluo was always 

dear to his heart. 

cltw Wl1ich proved a fL1ancial f;;d lure, and I ~~ we haa a j ourna.L 

~~ara afraid whe~. I le!·t Montreal there v;ere debts wn1ch werE.~ never paia. 

I was not aole to do much d ur1ng tne winter montns, but in the 

long su.aner holiday of three, soJarti1nes four, montns I made rapid 

progress. r:·he Sir Thomps Browc1e collection was practically completed 

before I left Baltimo:rt:. 

Auction aud dealers catalogues were carefully scanned, and the 

more important items were bo'\lght WJ.thin fiv<.' or six years. The late 

Charllf's Wi lliams of Norwich vms a great help. One or twoJeditions had 

never been found - a 1683, Dutcn, a quarto of the eilire work, and a 

douotful IJatin edi t1on. Altogether the catalogue shows the re are 

i terns. ':'he manuscript of the ReliglO is one of seven known 

COT)ies, aud wos bOlJght at Southeoyts in 1905 for £30. It came 
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from a co.Llection of Lancashire manuscripts, chiefly 11ousehold accountfi 

" bound toget11er between 1605 a.,a 40. One of the rarest nooks is tne 

catalogue of tne library fiif Sir Thomas BrowiJ.e and his soH, J£dwara, 

ab(l)lut wh1 en thwre is a print ea note. 

Gradually the iaea came to collect a library of the importcmt 

works of the great masters of medicine and science. Harvey and 

Vesalius have caused no end of interest. }<'or years I had been look­

ing tor a ~edition, 1628, of the De Lotu Cordi s. A copy was 

missed at a London sale in the niHeties. The edition must have 

beeu small. Few copies are in the great libraries and it has been 

offered OHly timesf-t the sales in London betweeu aHd • 

Then I got three copies iH one year, 1906, - two from Pickering and 

Chatto - one b8dly cut - '7 3/8 x 5 3/8, wh1ch William Ja:nes of New 

'orK tuok off my hanas; t:1e other from t11e Lilne Edwards liorary, 

the OHlY uucut copy I have ever seeu - 8]- x 6t inches. A third copy 

was se ut from smv,yer, auC! with it were bo 'J!ld the Spongi a of Regi us 

and the Antidotuin of Primrose. I presented this copy to the Johns 

Hopkins Medical Liorary. The little book sells anywhere from a few 

pounds to £40. Dr. w. w: Keen picked it up in Italy 1·or a few frands. 

One of the wors~ printed of books, with poor type, ana the papPr is 

:--1 ways foxea . 

\ 'l'ne l!.snglish edition of tl1e De Generatione is a book aoout 

whicn t.r1ere is a great deal of nonsense in the catalogues. I paid 
at 

two gu1neas for LW copy, ana :~jie same day/a book shop not far away 

saw o .. e pr1ced at e1ghtee .. guineas. A copy scHd at Southeoyt s in 1892 

f111r £40.10/-. It is rea.L]y not uncomrn.on, and Dr. payne assured me 

that a large nu..-r~ber of co-pies havine been burHed iu the great fire 

i 8 1;zy-t1ncal . By far the rarest Harvey book is a little 12mo Bxer-



6. 

citatio Anatomic~, 164<::~. It was not in tu<:> Br1tish: useum until a 

few years ago. In a Voyn1c.t1 catalogue it was statea to be practical],y 

uukHOWu - no copy L. t.r1e Er1 tish Musewn, Eodlelan, CaraDridge, or sur-

geon General 1 s Li orary and was priced at £25. 'l'ht:re is a copy at the 

Bodlc-1an, and I know of se--veral others. I plcKed up my copy for a f rw 

nounds. The Br.1 ti sh J:useum bought the one o1'1'ereo by Voynich. 

{ ·he collect1on of tilvorigiHal edition of vesalius was ·well in 

\ ~~nd before I left Baltimore. The 1543 Fabrica is not a difficult booK 

I 
to get, and the pr1ce for ~ first rate conies should not exceed £20 

(,3100) . The edi t.ion r.mst have been large, as copies are conunon. I 

have h2a seveu - one wnicn I eave to Dr. Barker, one to the Frick 
r£~~4 1-

Library, one t~the Lii.Jrary of_Jlissouri, ColUlnbus, one to t:cGill1,Iedical 

Library, o ne tufh~ Boston J<edical Library, and one to the Acadercy of 

J edicine, :r.;;.w York. On o»e of 11ly ret ur11 visits, I sa10 to Dr. Shephe rd 

\of l.J.ontreal tr11 t I hoo a great t::teasure for the IJi orary anrl showed him 

the 1543 Fabrl ea. He sm1led aua sal Ci, "Vfuy, you sent us a beautiful 

rcopy a fe~v years ago." I took it on to BostoH Whl::'re I had the same 

(experience. Dr. Farlow sa1C1 nothing, but took me up to the show case 

! in the 011 ver Wenae1 Holmes roo;n am there 

g iven it t e n years before. I was g l ~d tu 

was the l•'abrica 1543. I had 
~~~~ 

find that the Acaae L(}7 14in J~ew 

York did not yet number' it among the1r boh.ks. The 1542 Enitome is much 

more dlfficult to get. The 1538 Tabulae sex is l<nown in only tvvo copi~ 

at the st. l.larco I,iorary, Venice, and the Library of Sir John Maxwell 

• In 1874 SL John issued forty cop1es- of a bea v~ti ful 

reproduction. Harv ey Cushin.::; and I had tnoLgnt of renroducing it again 

for the quatocent Pnary of the birtn of Vesalius, 8rid Sir Herbert 

1J.axwell very kindly sent his copy to the ~) odleian. I asked him if any 

s:pecirne:us were l eft of his father's eaition, and to r.zy surprise, he 

said that only a few had been d1stributed. He sent those remaining to 
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the medical llbraries on the list I gave him, and also an exrunple to 

Dr. Cushine;. lly COlJY, bo"Lbht f"or a couple of pounds, was a presentatio n 

to Lord lJap ier of Herchiston. original editions of the smaller works 

of Vesalius are v .... ry rare. The 1537 Paraphrases in Nomun Librum Rhazatt 

exists in two editions, one of "l.hich, that of Basel, is in the Librory . 

The 1539 Epistola, Basel, was given to me by Dr. Howard Kelly. The 

Epi stola on t11e c:rzyna-root J a flne Operinus folio-, 154b J CaJile from the 

sale of Hitchell Banks' library. Ve'sal 's edition of the Anatorey of 

nul nt eri us, 153tj, I 'naVt:t not been aole to get, nor .nave I the 1564 

edition of the Observat1ons on the A~tomy of Fallopplus. Vesalius• 

translat1on artl .t'A~ ed1 t1on of Galen' s An atouical Work are in the 

Junta, 1541, Galeni Omnia Opera, atd in the 1542 Frvbc ... : Operum Galeni. 

The supero second edition of the :Fabrica is L 1 the library, e nd or.e or 

or two other Epitones and eaitious, but I have nade no attempt tu make 

the collectlOH complete except iu the ori~inal edi t1ons. 

A library should grow endogenously, particularly if designed 

as an aajunct to a general one. A constcnt process of weeding got 

r1d of t11e books likely to be iu t.he Redpath or the Holmes libraries 

of l!cGill . Except :for special reasons the ordinm:-y text - books r:nd 

IJ.onocranhs and journals have not been kept but there are eY.Ceptions. 

For exar:mle, Vol. I of tne Lancet is here for the sake of the founder, 

Wakeley; Vol. 1 of the Guys Hospital Re-ports, for the sake of the men 

who foundea it; vol. 1 of the American J o '.ll'nol of Dent1 stry , as tho 

!irst publlcation of its kiHd, and there are other instances. The 

:prinary object was to get, as far as possible, all the origiual 

edttrlons of the im:porta:af:,vriters in science ano in 1:1edicin~. In some 

cases, easy, in otners, ver-y dlfficult , in others again it is impossible 

Let me give i llustrat.~.ons·t; Within a fev; years any one eo uld collect 

a complete setal' the ori;_,inal editions of Vesal - 1.1inus the Tabulae 
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sex. The de motu cordia, 162B, of Harvey turns up every few years, 

the Epistola to Riolau not once in ten. Of the first nine works 

of Ambroise Pare , the S .G .L. has s1x, the B.l:. , Bo dley none, 

8 • 

even the Bibliotheque Nat1onale has not 211, nor has the Bibliotheque 

de 1 1 ecole de =~edicJ.ne. '.l'hey do not exist, as in the vernacular and 

nopular stuaents thwnbed thelJ out of existence. Here may be explained 

thP absence fro,.! the library of cert. ai n i terns in the catalogue. • In 

191? in a catalugue of Gougy, Par1s, avpeared tne item Anatomie 

Uni verselle 1561. A hurried consultation with Ivialgaigne ( ) 

confirned my surmise as to its rarity - only twu coJi>ies knowa, one in 

the St . Genievi eve ( imperfe et) and another in nri vat.s hands. A 

telegram brotght the beautifully bouud copy, w1thin 48 hours, and for 

the very reasonable sw~ of 250 frane s. It does not appear to be in any 

of the larger libraries- anc neither the Bibliotheque Hat.tonale, nor 

the Bibliotheque of the bcole de lJieaicine has a copy. Under these 

circuL1stances it seemed ouly rie;.nt to will the volume tothe Paris 

I Faculty. (Since writing I see there is a copy in the Hunt eri en 

Library, Glasgow~;_ The Edltion_e_I?.-..J2.rinciEes, of the classics, 

Aristotle, HiDpocrates, Theophrastus, etc. are easily got - time arld 

money are the essentials. For the VGYIJ early printed works the search 

nay be longer ana more difficult. '.I'he ea. prin. of Avicenna is not 

here, or of Rhazes. The Averroes, 1482, which seems excessively rare, 

is d-:.:e to the w1tharawal of tne B.M. b:;.u at the Dunn sale. (I never 

thotght it right to bia against either the B. H. or (of course) Bodley) . 

Many contr1 uutions d5f the Iirst importance are bur1ed in Journels or 

'.l'ransactionsldlf"iicult tv get unless the whole set is purchased. There 

was a long wait fll7r no. of Linnean Society 1 s Journal with Darwin 

and Wallace' s oriGinal papers, which set the mind of man whirling. The 

Presideat of the Society (Prof. Poulton) pi~X:keC1 out a copy in the 

Spciety 1 s Li orary. Pasteur's first pap e-r I have never bee~1 aole to get, 



. t 
9. 

(Comptes. Rend. Acad. de Science, Lille 18). Like Bodley I have bled 

my friends whenever posslole . Ma)?!Y of the Simpson Pamphlets - and the 

interestlug corrected proof sheet of his last paper. on anaesthesia cam<( 

from his nephew Sir Alexander. His nephewJ Sir Richrnan Godlee gave a 
Ltslers 

big bundle of Hbete~ t.t papers. :;;;orton' s sonJ Dr. Willla.U J:orton of New 

York semt his fatner' s or1ginal j}amphlets . 


