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. arling 'Jot -er; 

(l 

.wsia· date - .~:overnber 12th. 

J ovenber 24 1915. · 

Petrograd • 

I ad a lone; etter in the :;r eess of being writ

en to you. anu e1t.er a wet sponge w~~ laid upon it or else tea 

s 11t over it, so this is he~lf o -g and artly a naw letter. 

wottld have lot it go as it was. omly in this indelible lea ili 

looked too aadful. I -111 begin f_om t .. 1a time VJe reached 

-netrograd. an . then go back and tall yo 1 e.;bout ottt tnroe days at 

Archangel. 

~ e arrived here 8.bout 4 .15 Au · . afte three nights and tvvo days 

on the train. r.: 1at was Wednesday morn ~ . ..!.here ere sever~~l 

eople at the r.~leming (the 

· ledical C'u1 er"n:11endent of our -~ospital}, and t ~ro .u sian o f'icers. 

o :1e of t"1 m was fat and coverer 1it orders. the other was t~ll. 

thin and awfully smart and good loo ing, revellinG in tl e name 

of Demetri Ivanovitch. There wee about 5 ·. otors to meet us. but 

with all the ~ngliah people ' hand l11gga5e they had to tlke sev-

er 1 trips. \Je have neen put up at e# 'lace called smolay !:1o astir. 

It was probably once a. o s ery, but 1s a huge builcing an has 

orphane , a home for officers' widows" and a huge churcL all in 

one. At present 1 ie be use as a rest home for Red Cross 

nurses. ··:a re all in,o e eno ous room, the Russians at one en 

and we at another !n the centre is a. lo table et W'lich vie were 

given Russian tea o. d rolls e we arrived. T ell ~~ou the 
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ru .. t oould ve done j at ice to a real Russian dinner, w 1 ·oh 

... will tell you of later. ~.,1ere is o sign of a a orae .,_ J1e 

~rl ole ... la.ee r e Lave ar.1all co·te, \"Ji th about two a et between each 

one, an n this space is a small wooden table for our clothes. 

1· 1e we .. ·sl room is part· t o 1e . off i one cornor. and eo a ists of 

a long tin wash s and with a out t n taus ribblinu col water, at 

which 1e are S" ppooe to \TBS 1. 1':1 a poor matron is :really t0rribly 

pe turbed at : ~inG s t1 1s housed. but qe r~ve all . de the best 

of it, and ~re moving out this a~tornoon to the. club n1ioh is to 

e our home. It as a men's olu and has been turned into a 

lace for us. It has large rooms which have all been ivided into 

small cubicles. It is not nearly finished,. but we are a.ll so Iteen 

to leave here that 11e are going a.s it is. Vi e will get our o !J . 

breakfast an go out for 11 1ch end d.inne.r. ---

re 1• when we arriv her we tumbled into bed nt 6 A. ·IT., and I 

slept like a lo until abo1.rt 10 .M. as I had not ha any sleep 

o t e train. I t tell you abo~x the meals and life here, 

b cause it is really mo.:.t interesting. At 8.30 A. l . • they have 

rolls and tea - no butter ~ up here in this ig roo in the midst 

of _eople dressing, washing eta. r:hen at 10."0 they all go do 7n 

two by two to a big uli1ing oo and have some queer ~eal. _ester

day bei a fas day here were potatoes (boiled in their jac-~etsG> 

and b tter liO be ·in with. rye bread ( whieh S 00 e.\Vf'tu), n -~Ve.SS r 

the chea- native drin~ ua e from tl_e rye b,..end ( i is also vi -

ainous and teotes like wen liq orice of som sot), then snall 

~ w smoked fish (a l sli theri u .l)out the plate) • -Jp to his 

:~ oint I had eaten nothing, elthough I must say the table is al ays 
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ab ol tel.y ola Then the were some sor ~ of 1Joilad t n ·: s 

wi h a white auce. t~r ~his m al w usually go out for tJe 

day, all di 1ding .. p into par ies. The first day a I1.iss ~~litch ner. 

who s eaks Russian and knows P trograd, t ok us out. b t now 

tha e can n.t 1 ost f d our way a out a lit le bit we nru.c ~ }?re

fer oing alone. About s · of 11.s go to0 ether, Hiss Stevenson ( w _o 
I 

is a dear) . .. ias -le .. -ander. ~~iss stok r (the aby of the )ar y and 

also a dear little thing), I is Rs.yes (a sister, and I think 1e 

one in char ~ e of ha 0 R.), ~iss icholls (al~o a sister and the 

one I s 1ered a cabin wit ) an_ rnysel·P. \:e enjoy going about 1 "ke 

that ver so eh, and we roally have seen ~ lot. 'he first ea we 

~ent out our one o ject ae to l .v e bath. so wi h ::Iiss :.:• s aid 

we went o a Russia b th _lace. The e bath places are apparently 

quite a feature here, but hi on looked o awfu+ to tackl , so 

we m .rched off to otel. ~hey re overcome t the sight of us, 

b t told us of a place e-o there were better fiussi n baths so we 

went the e, nly to :f d t.. .t t 1e e cl s d that da • By this 

t e our nasion for a bat~ had died down somewhat an ~ e began 

to w t our tea, so the best hotel was voted for and we had won

erful tea. I forgot to aaa tbBt ~e were all armed with sponge 

b etc. \'e came back ere ab t 7.3 • 1 . and ent to bed, at 

least I did, for by som c ot table reason I was really suffer-

iJ~ acutely from chillblai s. 1 ost of the otl~r~ ent to ·he 

· · lish 0 .. uxch to tl e ~ emo: al Service for ] di h Ca.vell . ~: _e a_-

them was 't, as_ m o I d1 " . t terwar s t _ey met tLe roc"Gor e_).;. 

Le invit d some of he to o the next aJ n a.ve a bc:..th, so si 

o:f' us. w t e. ter our lO. 3 ·- eal. '.-e were given he n reedom" of 
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is 1ouse. and :ta e.. !Ton erful time. Hie -£ ~11y are all 

land - and he 1£ed to go out ~ btt mucn to otur joy left his little 

i to look afte us. After our baths we all went ·dmrn sta.i:ra 

a d d a. m at sort1.Inpt1oua af'ternnon tea to w 'icl I ce~ assure 

yo we 11 d~d justice. s o a ~nglish neighbour had by this time 

cono in to play hostess, she vold us ho; to walk home, e.t least 

as far as t l& 1 evsky l roapect t"rhiol is the enart shop_.. ine distrio''". 

T:Yy t Lis t e d you ltnow how ~ascinattne 

shops look then all 1., f.lthted ":). ~he ale· g lS re not ut here et. 

b t there is q ta a lot .o sno 1. It all reminds e ve ~.., .oh of 

ho e, except do . ise the bl e eey, sunsh · e . · a _ oo • rr-: e slry 

l\ ays looks grey .. re. It seens vecy familiar fro our· ... ussian 

pictures - the c ac en's costumes a the sleigha are exactly the 

sa. a.s Uncle : ic.. el droo t __ .. -e VTandered abou.t t~ill it ro.s 

tim to oo e in, and on t e w .. y 1Jack we diseov e 

and much to t'IY elight found that our t :. lka h,e"'d arrived. I g t 

a change of clothes and my big rown boots. so the next or ing 

g t u feeling s. new woman. I y unifo s eertai:nly very takin ( ~ 

and a 1 t e si tars here are terribly interest a in it, and call 

rne the 'Officer Princetf. I will send you postcards of the _lavsky 

some day, and also one of tl bemetr1 Palace if I can 6 et ore. 

The streets an sho s are all very cosmopolitan. They say t t 

"'osoow ie real y the t . ieeJ ·ussian city to see, a ne I thinlt 

)arty are 0oi g ~or a fe 1 s, ut I ~.on't t" .ink I will >·o • ot 

1St yet ywa~. l oan't ell YOl Low sv e t he :"at on and a sol-

tiely eve one :as bee-n to me . -
'l. ay e act t "1e ~1.ospital to be 

opened by C l!"ietmas et tl e lates • so I t 1ink we will soon be able 
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to get in an get it eady. .t p esent we ,.re j t ~ing e p·c-

nic a. isn't 1 t won ,er ,.,ul for ne to ~1ave all this. I can aesTtre 

you fully appreciate it voo, only I wish I could bring y u Gll 

over here to sea it a • -;v ryt inno I see I tLink how ... :ather 

ould love it all or to .. r of ·t fr m me. Y sterdsy e went t 

e 10 tQg hioh ia one of _e m st b utiful art galleries in 

d :pie u.res were wonderful, and 1 kno,, it 

is a place I ill often 1 e, t. There are aver so many Remb:ra..11dts. 

Vs.n D cks, and our F~apha.els. and a y ot ~ beau if 1 an fam-

ilia.r ones. fter lec.vi.ng trJ.C e I lmd l'l hair shampooed. and hen 

t a at our otel. Thie i ~ 1iLe... lTas no 011e v ho ooul speak 

Russian, b t ~ith the help of l ttle book. many gest ea and a 

smile e had an omelette, lls. jam an delicious coffee. nhen ·~e 

ent serv · ce a 6 in the Ca _edrel { ·,reel:} and such a wanilerful 

ohurall cal d tJ e Oazan. The ~Jhole hureh was built ae a ohri11e 

for a I con which Mas always o .. :rr <1 by the 0 ossacks in front of 

some · egim nt. !t is onder · ioture of the Virgin • '\J i th thint!'S 

add uch ~s a beautiful by necklace and e. crown of diamonds. 

In front of it the ce.ndl · w-re light d and made 1 all look a 

light a. .h hug-e gs.tes in fro t of the __ ol of 

1 olies e silver being captured by the Cossack 

from .... he French. liuna'UB t _ere 1ere six m.ost b u.t1ful l)ainti ~s ~ 

re silver ones, 

•ing the servio the ga es opened at imes an behin1 as a 

hug pa ting of : adonn d Child a_d numerous gold candelab a 

and j r lled iecons. The choir stoo at e· v er aide - ro 1 of lit· 

tle boy • all tho sa..~e eiz and eael with his head shaved. '£hey 

:_aa lt r tely bl a and -old sort o oassoclw. with t-e beltv o 
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the gold gold on the blue. • ,., .. -e pries.~.~. a all had lone 1o· g 

ha ·r, but not greasy .• bee.uti lly uroo ed, and rol)es of cloth of 

gold . ~ _ y also. were hung it . je\iels. It was e. huge lace with 

atone floors and no seats. fJve:ryone.. stal1ds. and yo 1 ea "agine 

t an interesting look:l.n · J.ot of people came in• many of theS'l 

in different uniforms. Th y never have -ny organs. bu.t th 

voices era wonderful. -~ . 

... his morning Saturday • is the .,;owager -~ :pr ss t a irthday, so t_ ey 

h :ve 1 special rvic s I th ; chapel ~n this blf:-lding the~,r 

h one, so e , nt to a them. A:ftar the beautiful ohure- y~ .. -

terd. y I must sa.y t a :place look d more gaudy - so :rmo 1 gold a.n 

pale colour b t a11 th. l1ttle girls from some sohool or .con-

v t hare were too sweet. their hair all in tight p:gtails an 

others with t 1e cl an st. daintiest mop ca·ns. Some had -olain 

bright green dresses, others blue or brow , _d all h a white mus-

lil a as over their shoul er'1 absolute y s~otless. .d. out 20 

1 tle girls about Kathleen' s s.:ze 1ere in tl1.e choir. J.heJ were 

a .. eas d ike the t ers o ly ha a lone t ght white r1us in cuffs 

just below theJ.r wrista a.nd bove their ·bovis, and they all had 

their hair done up h r-1' on top of t 1eir haa a. You hav no idea 

ow Jioturesque an pretty it 11 looke • with the many candles, 

a,nd heir voioea ware very ~ teet ---

hav just gone O'ltt for a lit le walk. To- <L,q,y t e mo:rning r1eal 

was a l tt e ater t n usual. a no l am finishing rn::1 let, .r 

to you .• Yes rday I gov e. lett r, sn shots and collars from 

or Will you ·wri 0 . e:r and henk h r for them d for do in 0 

t em up. I so go a le :r. f om _1ollia : le.cD. fro Frano an 
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one from F.J.si ittan o t e ).of .1 --

All our _o 1ital has to be blest before ro can tak the soldiers, 

an a v :1.11 a e to be spr Jrle with the holy wat r too. m he 

two ~re as s d family ar o come to the open· • 

Olr 0. it ee r iVi ~ us s rne sort of big eoa:· - gre- · e.d ·od 

I think ~d fur lined. near to ea grey veil .~ut of 0 l .. S 

1 •:too the Russian , rit-1 our white ones underneath j'nst show·· i.g 

arottnd our f~cas. I am to wear that too, beoause in ~nssia 1Lnless 

yo a veil y u ha no Sv ding as a Sist r. I believe t:uy 

eJ:-a also go to give u felt 'boots of som sort. The kind thsy 

all wear here ook li a o carriage boots and everyone of ever--

cla.s B t t y ay :::twsi, · n er wal ... J.he street 

rs e just like ours o ly irti r a ~Id n't t:ink they are 

he. tad. Tb.e orowding and :pus -in0 in ·then i · PIJ ~lling. ---

.~. his morni ~ t e \'Iatron an.d a y · Sybil had to go d a.e aoout 

coats, en re beinc" · ken t s e th exchange of p i oners 

~-·eh tak s 1ao at s~ated intervals. t must be awfully inter

est· £1>• The :? ron is such a darlL,.g. 3he al.ways tolls u.s with 

so uch ·· rest c.nd such e -~ee _ se11se of lr our all she :tJ.B.s been 

doing. S star Borlawe. a e ,lar old campaigner "10 is wit . s., 

IJ~.s or . o years i so ,th Afr·· ea. P rha-Js you sa; h .r };Jictu.re i 

one of the /')"lis pa rs. Sh h taken q ita Ef ine o ne a.p-

r ll ly. uh ~ nt to S e some friends of her'S 1ere -E~crda 

an t ey w s me r.. o 1 called Cot·ton livint: he e. 

o I w" ll f~ :'1 out ruol~e abou.t t e 1. --

lll ia p1 ea nt nu m n 1is qt<:r·venson i ' r: ea.E)uring th roon1 tri .4h 

bo s, o I v. ·n p 1.t 1: er results here. 
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1are -re 92 be numerous 1uge w"n ows. but only ne vent lato 

h h iS 8 'X 12" • '' G are 

It is really lovely ay, 

i ing 1 ere now to go u: to the Club. 

. Flaming and 

the Co1tnt se Olga Someth · g ( ~ho oa~e out with Lay Syb 1 as ~n 

r:pra er) Cal"'le " thi 

was a· on no aoooun to 

or.ing to _w rn everTo e how coli it 

ive . As a !!l&ttar of feet the ten1 r-

ature ea 't be o· h.an ~0 abo e zero. it is ::nmni • and there · s 

a,b,..,olutely o wi . .. -

This le ter io alreaay too lonb for to st rt to tell you el 

eb ttt o j ou.rney from . ,..c el •. u~ it will all e i n ny dia:y 

if ever g t e c noe o _ ite it up d I will tell you vhe 

most portan~ h:tngs. There was _ots f snow ana just such small 

to _s as you wo 

of'.! .. om loo e 

night e were 

ir1l8 in.e • sl d.~ ~. d S'ttoh picturesque I>eople ·,1o .. ny 

..:a Japs, rrapp l! t !> fur and skins. ~ ha f :r t 

~ cha.ngel a c pt.Pin a a .. ssian offic .r who wns 

ta.tione here nd who as told off o ook after us, invi~ed t_e 

.w.tron. two o£ t <31s 

im. The ron took· 

th ng typica ly • s 

s ~ d hree of th dooto e to ine w·th 

_ ... :ios Ha es, and suoh a di..llller. ve 

a er seen so nn1ch• an suc1 

for the awftt .Arohangel res Au-

~ oouldn' elp thinking of the dinner yo'1.1 told m ~ c _ d. 

had caviare and all sort of ilOnderf'u~ hors d'oeu.vres, th n the 

r.rw.rvell ou.s esi o b'bag 1hich s a a.l in i ~6 lf, .lt 

scrump io • so •t 719 t 0 
' 

course a er course, a won rfttl 

s et, an the cofDo 0 t _a :.~able •. htiGe perculatora. ---
_,o bout our tri ll • \ e left the HCel;y}SOn on ~·h d.a.y after oon 
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a ternoon abo t 6. crossed ·he Fiver on an ice c11tt :r (probably 

~ C di ne) . g t n the t~ain about 8, and Sv~r~ed on our 

j ur ey. vi had on · c - 1ge, were hours late • an c. d no · 1ine; 

car, but at s veral s at1o s we got o f end raide the restaurants. 

A such fun, no on sp ke a :ord of Ru sia.n, wa simply gr-a d 

the food and ran, an a a ru.1 it was [ ighty eoo foo oo ........ del-

icious cak e, r gues and so , fort • '· e haC. brought thermos bot-

tle o filled the with . ffe • ' . ,aya wit"1 tr.J3 soul: s they serve 

little sort o b a f lled with raea or ric ~ - most llfi.Sty. :. v·ere 

altra~}'S a le t ge 1.1 t em. ·r lived t .. J.at ~rro.y for thre nights a.n two 

days on the traint T.hs seats on Jhe rain p ll!.ect ou±, but t ere 

w s no be~ linen or ;orter, o ~ nover oolt ol·-- e o hes of". Ot 

little par y of 6 a~e all tog ti r ancl wa rea.lly h t1 1;. a_ s of . 

cl ss '-~te ·enson an I used vO roll rp in rtt.gs anl sit on }he s e:?S 

of he train· a_most nll the ti 1 e * rre.tclti.ng the eou.nt~:-y eve 1 · tr.; 

in h f .. sh air, Stlloking ci ·o.re ·tes or ~~tine t"'' et.~ ---

There is a :B.,rench Si te:t~ hore w~o rriv d , :t :rning ~.nd w 10 has 

jus oome f om Gormany where she been e, :pr:l. on r :fo:r 5 JOl'1 the . 

s e id that n the ·whole s e fs,ir .. v well ~reP,te<l ---

o tell me all the C Mdia..'Yl ~.r fS lten '},TO 1 i te . n W cJ)O 1t 

Geo:;.~ge Alexand r. A Mia C • a :7 ister has 1~ me to s .. re a :r. 

with her in c a w, ha~a have rooms together. but I do hope r 

w 11 be alone . 

I won a r if thi will be a. C stmas letter • and Hother dar. i~ ~ 

if it is , -y it be a va haPl1Y on,. nu aw I do o e Alo an 

par ps the bo rill b wit_ you, a d axt year w Jill .~11 b. 

·c; oget" er . 



l 
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12. Vladimirskaya Ulitza 

netrog '" , December l 1 

I.arling .wother; 

I am r· ing this hoping i ill ra8,c .. you :tn t im 

- r c·· istmas let ;eJ., .nd to c•e d my b st love to you 11. 
ri1}1 cl er~~ .hose 0 lS. I J ld you we took a b&~th n of 

the first tl~s ~ \111 .:.. e h.re. ·• p going to ~land to-morrow !l.nd he 

.as aid ou.ld take th se lei;-Gers for 1lJ3 I don 7 t su nose t _e~r 

vrill be censored, a.11.d I Ainc r ly ho _ .~ they won't take u. lon a.s 

th o 1 rs hcve d0ne. I can't .... mo·'"!ber where I left o~:f' i my 

last 1 ttJr, - in cas a I . d no t~ll you. a1)out ou.:r first vi~ t t 
to t11e Hosp .... tal I must do so. ·.~.h y be.1.ore y -sterdtty we all l: t 

1 r t 1 ven to h v v a ·'l _oto:;raph of the s a£-P taJren. It is 1;o 

app ar in o oft~ ~ussi .j ~apers , so I will se you ° CO..:Y 

.. t :P os n the Pala.ca looJ.m in a. v r'if~ tJ .Pi Lishod st~te fo a __ s-

i 1, ut t ey se.tl w ea b J ; _ be:f le c~ --:atr.~.s et ..!L , l~.t~~ 4

• 

Tha means a conple of v1eo1· s eforo we clo arJ.~tthL~ in the .~ -~7 of' 

ye ht :<re rea 1 v . een n thing "ut go 't inr; 1,.,, 
aj uner 

~/' 1 'clock a. . , r stnu.re.n v r J near ~.ere . In the o.fter oon vre 

1t1.on somew le'". e, 1av t .-a .. ieh is l·u~.ys n 
gr .at f \ 'ttr . , the: go fo a. WHlk. a d have di~ r t h r Jst-
a:tr t a " ... n et V Th y do u fully w.ll ther ~ d th ~ 

nussiM cooking is rno t delicio lS. n~)che " i a .... bba~ SC't1 th t.) 

averythin in it YO'tl COlU( .. OOS1 ly th·nk of, en:!! a.ems to al• 
.. ost ~ natio1".al d"'sh. .. 1.a wi) .. soup are rved '1 '1t look 1 k 
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s ll resoles or pasties w~_ich are ~e hot and · r filled oit ·er 

with rice or minve meat - ~ an we have meat or fish vagat bl ~ 

an et sv1eets. mhe latter either p lddings or ice a a~ do lie o1;.s. an 

pretty. · 2 ey seem to be especially trong on candi d frt1its 

of all esor1ptions to garnish the ishes with , not the ull pre• 
served fruits you get in :t .. gl nd wit.rl a la. of blanc m mge. ,e 

always ha e ooffae. · cuse o much about fooa, but everythinP· 

is so d1£ferent and intere ting Bn at present eating seems to 
be our chief occupation. ·-

~ec ber 2n • T ia morning several of us got up early and we t 

to a r_ emorial "'ervioe to sor ol boy of he dark ages Aax L. 

t ras · 4 t e ~. eok c :nrc~1. I was the Ch1.treh of ~.~t .. Peter 0~ lt • 
:Pat :rnare all ::tnper rs' tonbs are . The ecoratio.::'lS are oo 

beautiful hat rec,lly I could just stand for hOttrS loo7 iD.£; at it 
all. :~ost o£ the ieco a a·e covered with precious jewels. rubi s, 
e e<~alds d iamonds. an masses of little seed ~oarls . Yester
day afternoon diss SteveXL~ .,.... lliss "I icholls. Countess Olea r he..t-

n ( hm- last name is so long l never co1lt1 get hold of it) and 

I walke out to this churoh. and it was then t 1ey told us tl ere 

was to be a service a a. Countess Olga advised us to • 
0 0l!le 

very igh potentate was there a s 1e c _e into the eh c 1 in 

hi pl in clothe (sounds Ji e e teot ve) he as rn t by ab ut 

ei ~t priest , gorgeously ressed in black velvet, edged an 
broidered with silver. He c et a dais 1n the entre t_er 
they combed his hair, washe is 1ands. an , sre sed h ne en 
more ~onder v a nta t_ y l1ad . mhey mve no orga , but 
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the riee s' voiees are "vonder ftl. It was s 01ilin0 awfully hara. 

t e braved the weather and walked home. as we had been co~-

missione o buy ~ome cakes a_ sv~eeta for a 11arty vue are r; ving 

·s afternoon. Tt i give )Y the stx of us who are al oya 

together. Co teas Olga is in a room with· r·1::.ss stoker now. so 

she h8.s joined Otlr number. She ~s sue a s~eet ~irl, about 19 

or 20. She is askinG a fr ~ e_ d of :tera l~Yho li vas here. a _ :rench 

girlfi an this girl w th the :."a ron end two of the oth r Sisters 

are to b the party. I will ~eve to tell you a~out it in anoth r 

letter. --

~he other day Uise Oar ill one of the Sisters asked me to go out 

fort a with h r o · ome f ien s of hers. The frien was an 

nglish g rl ho 11 es her and who has be n msrri a ~bout 3 years. 

~ here was so e lady ther ~ho lSS lived hore ell her life. an she 

said remembered the name Cotton an Ha 11 ay well, but o ly 

fr h erin her parents s eak of th m., but evidently there nr 

Cottons still here an - will discover them some day. ·--

here ar slway t ins of so ~1 interest to see o th streets. 

e.nd endea ouring to talk E.ussi~ i the shops and oars is lilling. 

The extent of my knowledg 

mcoh,is it ?. and T ea oo 

than · ntlish o ey. -.-

up t 

tJ mge ie nyes" and rt no" . ~.0 

ten. The money I fin easier 

It has een _romised that wo are to h~ve a field hospital in the 

e.,., rin~, but we are not to, sa yt 1 ng about 1 t here • ee ot or 

Russian rmite waiting to go out a-e ve jealous. The I tron has 

already asked me to stay n. Of eouree she kno s nothing of' my 

work and certe..in y may o "_er min • but wouJ.dn' t it be . ~o- neriul. 
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I'm certainly a ho e bird eve if I do love being away eo 4 c , an 

it saen1s lo (;)! t i e . to stay. I .mva not had a y lette s o:1 

yone yet :xoept tha ne orwarde :t from ·lsie and t one ~- orn 

~ llie :a in France. do 't lo ~ssia like I did ~r ~eo. and 

he l)eopl sre not ne rly as fa cinating aa tl1 Frenc • ---

ot Christnes vre are givin,.~" a p rty hare in _is Cl b t some 

.r.u sia Red 0 os o:ffieiala. and on tneir Christma tl ey are gi1r-

ing e party their way ·to us. I think t also is to be tere. 

Yot. see ~his e a. very ig Club, and we o y have t 1e sec on 

s or y. Th big rooms ar all ivic ea. into smaJ.l cubicles. T am 

cowidere a Senior Sister, ad if I had waned to sher o e of 

the large rooma ith a Piater oould ha e one o. but I refer 

to be alone i a tiny bo sta~l h re all the !.~.D's are. and 

t_ en ~l t I also lik is t ... t Mis stevenson is go g to be ne t 

to me . She is su h a nice girl, and reminds me all the time of 

Gladys and P She ie som sort of a relation of Robert Louis 

st venson. I was oin~ t write to Charlie and Rose on hi ai 

but I'm a raid I will not b ebl to do so. so will you sen this 

letter, and to Alex i:f he shorud be in Franee. i. y very best love 

o you 11. --- e.nd hug ru~ iss for Baby T:a,ry . 

T~o oints of interest I forgot t t~ll you. Lady Sybil is 

live h r ith us, and :h..ave een W· rned 1)y t't_a police i£ there 

is any cro ne"ter to mix in 1 t, because ftar tl e . second vrarnin!j 

they hav orders t fir • I s~ cerely ho e. as exoiting as it 

~ol~ be. t ther w ll ot e any r volut on. ---
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Potrograd. 

eoember 8 1915. 

r i g Els; 

ot latter yesterday 'ttras oJbaol1t ly the moat welcome 

1 tter I , ve e er he. ruy life. It <lid seem age~ s inoe I 118 ~ 

eard WP~t you ha all be n doinG, and you can imagine ho anxiously 

I ~as look · o forward to hear.:. g £ron you. ---

I forget w re I 1 ft o:f· ~i h my ast letter, but 1 think t vJas 

after we d been to the Fa ace o have our photograph~ take~ . 

1e hav no seen the ic t1..:res yet~ although wo heard they were to 

a_paa.r the next weak ·1n sian paper. \le are ·t last more sa·b-

tled the Olu • an the d y bef re yestarda moved t our new 

cubicles. so I ~ :ve a small corn r to myself now which I oan 

assure you I approoie.t fully. l[i s ] icholls was with m on the 

boat and (flatter I SUp) se 1 anted us to ha'\1' a room toget er 

as th Sia era had first choice of rooms . However I chose a cubi le 

an m ne-rtt doo to Mise Stev nson wher l would rather be th 

an hare. If th re is any choice I am in t e nicast cubiole, 

:.~i c:J Steve on comes nex , then J!ies Stolt r, then Countess Olga 

( I neve ea et "1old of er oth r name) , Those 3 I lik better 

. e,nyon ~.~iss stevenson is a eer , an.. I' glad ·o say 

I eally ee . lot of her. Ol0 a ca.me out with Lady Sybil and. is 

actin~ as inter reter, so e o 't see very much of er a she 

is so busy all da. On S the 1atron , ' ia •r Olga and 

mysel.o al~e oing somewhere for 1 e de -- for a long !\ ive into 

the colmtcy I hin • 'FiNery day now )arti a of 1 , .. e.king half. 
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each time. go to ,he ;;:in ~e ~)e~lace, which is the Oze.r• residence 

whe .l 11 i h re { w h apparently is eey s 1 om} a. help 

peonle who ~e working for the Russian R Cross make su plies. 

I l.ov doing it. It gives us someth.llg to do, and he id a f 

rolling bandage and so o or the Ru sians app ala to me tre-

mendoualy, to say nothing :f the i terest o£ the peopl there.W 

are fortuna ely at en awfully nice t~ble where t o o£ the ssia 

girls spen )Oth English and French beautiful ly. One o hem 

lo .. bou. . 24 ~nd is ev1 ently married and her huSbt::t is e.t he 

fro t. She told e she had been roll in~ bande es at the a e t ble 

elm os ry aft :rho on einee war brok out. l)on • t you think it 

is splendid of th m ?. Th y 11 1ad such beautifully _anieured 

nails and ~hite han that I have bee soa ing mine aver ei1oe and 

polishing hard. Our turn comes ngein to-morrow. V e work in a 

h 0 e room that looka as if it might e been a ball oom. At pre-

a n it has nothing in it ut orJ tables. cou: le of sew 

oh1 s (Singer~, by the ~~y) and -o big looms, fher a c uple 

of tnen roll gall$ a. It · all run in a very systematic ~ay an R 11 

the York looks as if t was turned out of a fa to~ ~--

tUlday, D c9mber 12th. -~ Sorry I ha~en't ritten mo e. but elvmys 

sam o d excuse - too nk.~ peo'"'}le about. Of ooure I love 

having them, but iving uh s t: y w: hardly ver seem to have a 

a oond alon --
~ 

\" did no 0 ou for the driv lJJl. tll t .. 1e ~iatron afternoon h t 

I old ou about, bece:us 0 of ~le s te:rs who ~as been ver 

ill ever sine tb voyage has n vary much wors these last e\V 
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days and I think they era a.vtfully w..x ous about her. ~wo Sisters 

ere on duty with h r. othe ~is no one is doing any work yet . 

Instead we apent the day fix ng u.- o·u.r ctt1Jiclee. ne went to ~ 

rather fascinating shop the other day a Duschaaed table cloths, 

en some of them got art muslina an~ linens and hare eall7 raad 

th cubicles look most -at ractive. ~He are s ill going out for 

m als and a.f·ter di _er I is a .)tok r ~ "":i Stev naon a I wen for 

a walk. ?etrograd looks mu h or attraetive at night. There ar 

_tmerou wan ls and rivers and thi _gs all over the place . ~~ich . 

mak it .a. u.l y iotureaque. rlhe principle street, the Navsky t is 

vory id a d b illiantly lit ttp an.cr hae win erfully handsome 

buildin s on it. Eo· on with any reJutst·on is su posed t be 

there after 8 o' oloc;uc wi thou a male esoor · ~ however not having as 

y t p ·eked -'P G·re.nd Duk we atl .. er fav-our it, and are alwe.ys 

l g~~y enterta~ne with the pe )la. ~--

ve bee won ering if any o· the Canadians have been sent to 

s lonika. ~re _eq~r ver- li·t·tl news her and · eva1· see pe:9er. 

To-day r .. ad Sybil brought do\J th Chri t a n"Ul:!lb rs of some of 

the English :pa er • I wrote e letter to -:, ot __ er last week ana 

told her t was r) -~ s nt vc1 by som ele-rg~1111Bll wh was goi 

home for Chri t~ .s but s few days go eh to OlU' d sappoint

m nt all such 1 tte_s were retur· ed to us. so r registered it. 

oping it woUld an iv for Chrit1t p • also one to Jean which 

addresse to Cana • ---

· on y, ·Decernb r 3th. - As n u~l whil I as in the m dst of 

my lett~er .., . .~.iss s •• Tomm 

in an eo 

( ... l sa Stok r) 

la'it. I trie;, 

· d ~ias icholls all Ce.J!le 

o '1rite on with t 1em h re, 
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b 1 t '!.e result was a failure. To-day a had our meals h re ~ r1 

t Club for the first time and i really was rather fun. -.'e 

help .. s t t e tables and howea. t e mn wh l. eventually to do 

it 1 ho~ e want i on. 1fte ~ards , still filled with en
th~a.sis.am, I dreaaed .iss J 'tev .r1son an . .,.icholls up as mai s, s 

two to h lp waiti and ·t · y lookect !J rfec:tly l~illing. 

1iss s. wore m· bla.ok b ouse and sk"rt, and with e. l1..1c little 

cap (hank 1chief) a little pointe apron (a vei )• ouf~s and 
colla he look d too s La t a Fr nchy for e.nything. She holds 

h rself a\'i fully wel , and was too a lf conscious nd funny for 

anything -- .. it ousand times ttOO ristoc:ratic for a maid. T:1iss 

lJj~cholls • rho i~ t ±'unni~st looking lit·Lle duck, had a no.vy 

ue flal'l1l&l blo 'le, a e.e~rk skirt, a hospital S.l}:ron a ·a sone 

go ell r mo:p bou" o·" r c p, anc1 lool.ed a solutel}'· in her slemsnt. 

Tommy, ~ho is a champion 0 igglel an a really mo t ori:-,inal child, 

sat besid~ m • a_A.<l wa naarltY- l.ad 1yeterica -- it reminded rne so 

much of th days u d. to -ass up w en I was a kid. ---

Well, to try nd t 11 ou som se s ~ ana. so !lathing of w t I 

know you ·· t so cl to he~ I \"ill t:r7 

mhu..r day, ce lber 1 th. .... J., iC. not have a ohance to rite s,ny 

m re f thio le· ter. Yester "'.ay i..n the af er oon :,_niss Ste nson, 

a _ .. o ~e od a11il- I ent out :fo a long walk. Our meals h a a1 

al ~ays suoh long dra; out affairs that we 1 ve get star ell. an -

wh re 111 vary good time. 1 as 1e d looked -this • le .. c 111) o 

t_l map a.Jld !rne ~ it ould t lke b long tim t get thore, · e -ash d 

out t!irac ly af\~er lullch. r'1en I aame i to my (lelig,ctt r foun 
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a long letter from .:!Iartha ana. olso a few e losed t at had bee_ 

sent to me from o.3 By the time I was al ne • my roo it 

took me euoh a 1 J18 tim to rea them that it was time for lichts 

out. After that the aa:t:L~o ca~_e in for some cafe at lait d r.: 

little ~orma isit, as she o ·ten Cloea. She is very fo a. o~ 
nd so 

t e days go. At this _rese:i."' :nome "'c nTommy" an -dies s. are wri .. 

~ here, ut we have all promise not to spe k a word. :ester

day afternoon ur walk was ac oss ·the- ivar to a church where the 

onks ma e iecons. I want get one o t,ke ho e with me, bu, 

did n ea a ., that I like a_ o I'? • iss • invested in on of 

t.a orge, bu:'G his horse was too killi g. It lla.d the head o_ a 

fly and the b0 - of en ele:v:r • ~lis morning some ussian 

( tJOur aliat or somethin ) took to s e so e _:t ssia ed .ross 

osp ta.ls. le o ~T }1_e,(1 t e to o two. on was the e cond storey 

f e.n old Cllb • and ad 1 0 1le s. Everyth · looka 

go- u ky and a parently o e of the ever see to ~o a "' wo:rk. 

'11 e beds ar, usually to eh ~' each other and there ie no such 

th as raSh air. T y all make a great point o'! the aesepsis 

in theh· operating :rooms. an I m ~st say '"l.ay s em to hav all t1_e 

mo rn equipment they coul~ want. ~oat of t e Sisters wh do t e 

11 rlt have j o e it a.ur t e- .;ra;r-, ot vary ma y f ther.a ee 

to e tra e • spite of t - __ s~ say the en a .... look aw-

11 w 11 oa.red -or. In all t ~~ hos.i' itals t" e me 1ear w _ t 

linen 

dressi 

jana s i s, -tients war over h s der~ 

ow wit 1 lon~ v"11-1te soc_s t1 d lack el · )ers. he en 
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ar all EWJfully i~e 1 ok Pt otx a l sea so dtul d heavy. I 

do 't mea unhappy. bec.aus . it ca_teinly strikes you here how 

~ .~- and cel*e free eve:eycine lool:a. ev ry capital r ey ha e 

a vi · rk roo. or the pa ie ta ho uan do anything d this morni 

e saw a woman ther teacLi 1g them how to make baskets e.nd o do 
fret work. It eert.a.inly is a nice idea to give hem inter t. 
r:i:he wo k is sold and the pro eeds given to the soldie • 1;re all 

urehase waste paper baskets .... or a ~ew op cks. As in most 

laces no re s a lot of paper money ~nd stam s h re. 10. 15 
a d 20 kopeck eta ~ - we ve got quite used to now. A rouble cor
res ... o ds to 6C¥ ill ordine. y times, a kopeck to alf o. cant, so we 

tall in figures that really make us sound quite ealthy. The sec

o· hospital we rent to as a old school house The \vards w r 
larger and per aps more st1 .Pf • The patients ~ere havi ~""heir 

dinner - sou an black bre a. '1he J.atl"~On of the ho pital w s a 

f1l.m y little duck. s 1 had been at ·ra.rsew e.nd had h r bedroom, 

which se.med to just o_ o~ ne o the wards. filled with tro
phies .. e.bou« 8 Germsn hel eta • water bottles. ~)ayo . tie • sh lls 

an all orts o th~e. ~ enormous ieoe of s . 11 1hich bhe 

Sf-l .. id fell a.bo 15 feet away -Pro 1 er. re o me ek late for 

unch an inmediat ly afte ards had to hurry off to the Y i...nte 

Palace to ork. I really r ~her eJjoy that, Apparently the Czar 
is har y evert a , and t roo s wee \Te uork are big reca::_tio 

ooms. but ha pl asea me ar e lackeys in their ~and rf·l un-
iforms, and t _ re are 1\-ra.ys numbers o·? them to · lp us off e..n.a 

o with our coat etc d. then they al ays pass arou.nd tea c d 





( 20) 

J a. "i e stay d til allOtt~ 5 o t oloclt.. and a.t onr tabl 't'Je aade 

• oo bandage this after o • ~hen by way o re rea.tion we 

alYf:t .. y d op to a e cal ... ed • . .' 1. ... * A P. le eall it ,. (" ee-ca.t. n 

u 1 t i really " . e oar" • l _ st every is taking R wsisn les-

e ns. ·lfiss s and I are a-oin · .o start on S1: day of all de. • I 

don' u expeo t learn much, b11t I feel it rather y duty o m~l""e 

an a· fort. ---

~he Hospital cloes not s e _ a b ... regressing very fast. end tL re is 

s } ill o ~lord of start i ~. T)oesn' ·t it SE) m read£"~ ? The ors 

1.1ar of all is t1 t the boat ca:rryiltg o 1r s uores has not been 

d of ~et, - and should have a rived in rchanr;el before we o.id. 

I t link poor Laity 3ybil mu be terribly worried. She has not 

0 d 

beli ve Le y ... triel .Pe.get is coming qu.ita soon and when s ... e oes 

a o her V . A .. D vho sp t?Jta ~ 11ss1an flt ently. ~ er na e is Hil de B. 

s b n he B~llet foe . lon~ time and ae until quite 

• 
re all given our ba .' A foi th . lo Ru.as:um osp ·tal the 

r ap I believe hey were d igned by ·;ernard Par ri ~e. 

bu. they ar :w 1 looking hi. gs . ~·~o h le ia a ve emaciated 

looklng 1 on, the righ a dou le hea ed agl with dro~ in~ 

in {instead 0 standing u~_ ost p rk1 y), an. d. . th..e cantr" 

a _.e Cross. I :tt.aV'e rec ived wove cheery lett~:rs f ·rom _ .. oss. 

... ve start d o feel tha le~tters 1fl e ,~a ecte • I clon t t 1Je-

iev you et all mi..ne. For one th" ·) t:tone of you. I m w you 

ss 01' . rt • m tion d ones I wrote an po te before we 1 dad 
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at re_ .ngel. ---

.1th ver~ best love· to you all, nd by the way will you sen:l 

y two hotogr phs of the b ys which I forgot - eh to t1Q! is

a_ pointme t. .-

I have not seen t grou s t at were aken tW ye , b t hear 

that they were in one of tLe pa_ rs to-day and ~ere ea.dful. 

I have several nicknames fro all the different q srte s. but 

from our own group it is almys rsister Butto s'. lon't you 

rather lovo t ? ---





The Fortress of Feter and Paul. 
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::e·Grocrad, 

istm s af"IJ r.· oon 

1915. 

oept for be_o .r z ro ~eatLer and lots of snO\v 

his rally does not seem 1ch lik C_ istmae, alt1ough I have 

a. table full f the prettiest gifts . The c mmittee gave ua eac.r1 

Pusaian box a - mine is bl wit e gold bock ground on the to_ 

outlining he figures. I iti'lmO ately filled it \vith Russian cig-

arettes. ._iss St _ r an .. , 1 se Stave on ga a me a Cossack's hood. 

It s a cor eot name, b t I 't r mem er ·t. It is made f 

so~e wonderful soft w. ite stuff. sornethi the shu of a '1 ri-

fiod j lly ba~. with lone; en s that oro s in front d ha ovm 

t .. e ba k. Tl officers here all wear them a put the end<5 1,111 er 

th stra~ a the back of t1eir coaAs, so I in end to wear mine 

too. so etimoe you see da li1e little kiddies \'lit_ them, so I 

will try to gat one exactly lik · e to take home to aby ::ary. 

any of the oth rs gave e little nu.ssian things too. lrhich was 

awft1.lly good of t 1em waen' t it ? ~veryo11e ms bee _ very cheery 

and trie to make it as muclJ like C istmas as possible. 7e woa.t 

to s rvice at 10.00. but t·e Church ... ere they don t kee Chridt-

me.s o our te. ao the servic w ·"s 1•eally o11ly '"'or the third. 

sun ay in v nt. -Lh se as ew ~ys ve bQe bitt rly col , 

1n facto Thursday I ha n se frozen. Soma non t1e s~ -et 

came p to m • frantically rub ing t is ow , so as I go war ea 
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~ime I di ot ve the dire results that lSlally follow. 

L at n ght e had an ~,wf'v~ly ·1ice party at the ·lish Club. \ e 

all left here a out a o'clock dr ess d in full uniform, eaps and 

a.p ... one. The De.rty ~as quite di:ffe nt from what we expected, and 

vidently it is an extremel~ nice Club. There were ever ao r!l~ 

_ice people there. and seve.r al nurses in different uniforms. Two 

people asked me if I hatt ever been told toot I looked lilte I:rene 

va.nburglt, so .if I tto 1n my ca.1ao gown -- eh what t S:h re was 

a n:aalilika r or tra which pla.ya 1esian aire full of mu..sio d 

ancing, and at e long table there were all sorts of 11g~ rebresh-

en s. s rnan, . seeing I was fr m Canada,. came up and spoke t . 

me. ily e ough he was a iend of lac e and had stayed wi tll 

tllem i Almonte. I also met a Sir Peron and Lady Heron-r!ax\vell 

wno vite<1 to dine l'it them o· Vl dneaday i~ht. Tie is a 

e ; · bassy he..,.e a d they are lw:'Ving their Christmas dinner that 

night. L.iss ~toker he.d letters o introduction to t hem and is 

also invited. I o_ 't l ow why the~ invited me, but it is l ost 

awfully nice. ae the~ seemed ohsrzning. So e ... ,'Jrs.Linley whose 

husband is 1 o at t Bm t>a sy invi·te d ies Ale...~ander to lunc11 

on ..:.londa~ e .. nd asked her to take o on with her. so she 1as 

asked me. lt11as A. h d letterr. of troduction to her. She as one 

of Lord L vitt's aughters. so eh1g Scotoh,you eee,knew some of 

he people. To-night is Chris~nas inner here. and some ussians 

are 1 ·v1ted. T - orr r n10 ht is ost thrilling of any. -le ar 

g ing to the all& , and even ~ r t he eopl who live here tha 

is red le ter day. mhro Cot t ess Olga we rJ re e..bl to ga a 
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box a d sev o:f us can go. :Proba -Y t .. ~e seats LFill be ruinou..s, 

ut it is the cha ce of a life t e. dy Sybil was also a e 

r ugh ~ome fri d of ers to get a box for s1.x ana ve.ry 11 dl -

~ vit d me to o wit t e .L·.mtro a. 1 think 3 ox t do tor2. 

-_owev I had lready :..romise<l o go with the ot~~ers. ---

1' still have o · ord ot o ~ stor s, an really t ~ . prospeete for 

e ospital look awfully gloon , becaus~ we must b such a ex

pe o tare. I suppose ba!lging about ahoul . b~ in to pall. ht't it 

ec., ly has nOLi y t. Four of US 1 -:ve WO erful plans OW of going 

inland for 3 or 4 

C- e01p, bu .1- w 11. probably never come oft. However we might as 

t'lel 1 es ~e ha e otbing el to a.o. ---
T ~~ II T 

and 

oft e • 

oo~. --Jut thi of joy receiving y ur's 

d t W$.S juet as 1f you an·swerad. At present I 

I could not _et ~ny further last nig t, but the sentence a to 

e n seed in my bib e.nd apr n, wait · for the party". ,h 

rt was a succ ss. I su pose I found it ·quit entertaining 

watch e eryone • and quite a fe !J a.rm:tSing by-plays took place. 

Af ·er di er C l.P enou who is eed 0° .. ·il·tary School here 

~he all he o ility se a their ons, end w11o is also a hie 

of:..ici l t ..... e Ro Cross end so has a good d al to · o it:b.lm u. , 

_ad severa of his musical ·ends · ·o e tart ~ us. Th re as 

ne man o pl Jye b au"'-ifully o _ e ello, an ~ ho is sup_ osed 

to be th r peop s g. T e rooms -v re 
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ic.. a~1d everyone oa about 1n coats ·t . rugs ar ei 

s. --

m SDAY , ... sterday I went to unch with!: as A. at .l.lrs .Lin ey 1 s 

a~ a. e· j oye d i · ery much, ·."' s. Linuley is chal'!Uing • a all and 

her :us and Vlera J.n Canada at th ti·_ of the Te:rce.nte a 1 

stayed with the c h rsons .. t ~uebec . As he i in the ir>l -

tic service they have liv d such interes·ting places - t orvra:J, 

Ja!'a.n. B l 0 ra e. They have ";J.ly bee here a, :few months I .,.hink. 

A :!rs. ray as al~o thare. ~h is young and very pretty a11d liv s 

i the fla across f:rom ], · s .Lin<lley. They have lived ea.·e for 

s me t e, an .hen I came .. t ie evening I found such a nic 

.o e from he i iting me o s. · er on ! w Year's. ·1iss Stoker 

ed le·ters of introductio to h r has been ere several 

imes. o he is it .. too. en also .1iss Alexander . eo Les 

·Olg"' is dining ith the L Ueys a d I lie'V'e a ·ter inner e 

are all to jo fore , so I think it ought· t be a very nice 

~arty . Y u have no id a ho cold it 1 h re. The thermom ter is 

ifferent from ours, so I hav to go by the tips of w~ fin~ers 

a d nos , hiah us ly re1: · ste:r a ray belo !f zero . I don' thinl 

Ill te eratur is act lly 1 1 r l't .. a et home . but there i 

little un ncl no w th ii it thfl.t the col cer inly )e ... etl' tes 

ore . I don't eliev I ver t l . you ab ut our coets. They are 

ery f;;Un warm, but eh a:. • 1eavy an l .. ideous. ---

-:ravi g iven "p h pe o:f' our stor""s arrivin ,, t _ s ~inter theiJ . heve 

t r a to b c: plies he th Ios1 i ·a.l e ce t for t_ e 

1 h ~a is eady. m and e ing they exp cted 11 be 
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very flat I'm afraid. Isn't it ell disappoint ?The·rd 

~ning is one f the l ast reasons for being disappointed, al

t .. ough what I aaitt id so1.md a bit t t way. ---

' e have been dancing 

some of the doctors come ~hey all think I • m a wond r s·c;:.r 

t it. eo eedless to say n one is very goo .• One of the doctor , 

a :.Ir.Fle.veUe, is v ry kee. e _c quit goou. IIe is :rath r a.n ol 

oy. but I el ve n Lond :n e a a. his wife have some · onderful 

a~}ecis.l ball room and a pr ~ :t. to teach tl1em the new tepa. He 

is a iou.s about it he do ..!lt:.ke me laug- • al mys wanting o 

He -
o has o mora idea tl ~-e ma...'Yl i th moon an improvise as I 

go along. 

~ ear so ittl ar n ~a - but things do look moat awfully bad, 

don't they ? On Christr.uas Day -lie heard tha Torwa-g and Sweden 

m c me in again · us, an yo 1 ean :t..magin wllBt epress ne s 

too wa • 1.1t la er in the en ng ~e heard there was no truth in 

1 • ·--

(LlmiE TWO rTHIR S OF A l?AG 0 TI- IS LET ·F~ IS ,_.llSS:U G). 

loved he Ball t on Sun y i 1t. Six of us w r i our ox. 

m 1e houe ;vas full of peopl - lots of men in unifo • and they 

1 vs.ys tJS to ,te..nd betwee 1 the acts out o£ courtesy to ~. ny of 

ther they ar present r not. Two soldiers a11a ·a 

sta d outsi ~ t e Royal ox ·ith ~~ea bayonets. ~le opera o so 

is lovelr, a i ~he stag is sue·· a retty )roJ.)ol--tio - very dee11 . 

T 1e colourin c1 ar ss s were too wond r£ul - muc more 





( 27) 

ao hall anything I e e er se en, and t e orc}U)etra. was a :_ retty, 

bu as far as t e aotual ·V g ent I o r ainly lilte it better 

w. e I oaw Pavlowa --... 

T~y very best love o you all, and I can* tell you whs .. t pl aaure 

y ur cables gave me. and wha.t a darlin J..'J:yr was o e d n t 

J. ~age fo B hy • ---





1 ~ o h r; 

:n. .. if yo ll lov 

it oul e v-

it 
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I?atrogr d, 

1'1ew Year s . ay 

916 . 

ca1,1e r ,4c"_ea. you ll safel; to y. 

o rmeh a~ I · id -go ' s nd. " y 1 

T sm always writin"" in a panic 

- .. ell£no to a nd e. 1 t r , but th s t e I really 

:ve, an s I · writ · to rtartha ~,..n(l asking he to f rwa d 

yo a. 

s 

I t ink ~ nrg laet letter I told yott all abot~.t our c .rist

asked to such e. nio 

ro p tille hall ft 

'ill t ll you of our ~le '1 Year' a ones. I ras 

inner :par y e.:t a 1Jrs ~Bray' s, and diilectl 

"1er t1J. IJ " 1 .,ys liv {I think I told ~o _ abo t 

going t re for eh ~ ho If t,-u.e I liked r.llrs.L.) .. Jast nigh I 

e I . L. and I tllir.z.k he a even nicer. 10hey were also hav~ a 

:_1arty • 0 te arfl: e jo. ed f >:t•eea and had ad ce. It w 

re t :fun. an vhere were lots of nic men there fron ·t e mbeJssy. 

Ja r Syb was "so Qst the part- • She sa on the host's ric t 

sat onhiel. • ~ z to me as a rrr . reenways. s e_oou 

of Col .. ea Wt 0 1..l.SGd to 1)e eo .• at th R.:.. .c. "'!his oy as 

only a id i then. but · to o ou for hi llolitl8ys ana. lo ed 

winter spor s - he ~as keen bout l th g1 

t all - and a.nte to ku if they had grown u fat or th n. 

1. fte r w 1 ent in and ~ noe at the IJindley' s, and at mid..11.i ~ht 

h . uppar vodl .. a a~1 c viar, ~1-uly Rus ian ank to 19 6 
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odk • an I ow you '}a t;'lless who else I drank to. The osv·ar 

is or :ap"G io ; ut tr t hf llly c<;.. 't say ha same of the V'o , 

it is poiso~ • 0 0me peo le _.:. 0 ere there tnotore us ho e. us 

being Co tess o e· , ~.~iss r-tokor. ~ .. isa Ale nde ana. mycelf. · id 

I v 11 ou tbst I 'I e invi .d to t_ e :I 

.t:oor ; lislmlan t the Em"uas ~ here. 

·ell, the party did not oomo off as th~ hosteo s11d Ol'l.lY dcvelODEHl 

'er e8.sles. ~1iss Sto er and I were oing uoget"-~. ~ r and ~~e~e . 

le a a raruble to dr s w got he ssage to say 

the ar ·y o·T~f. 

s D1i.Y. - This ~rning I· iss f-' .,.;ove11oon and I ll ant to C~nu,. h and i -

en d f to go to tU1C :l int n. btt~ fo d all t.Le est-

ur ta l '::he shops er close n s tv..1•futy af ernoon about 

.. ux e.n the 0 en \.;) in 0 Sun de~ e,:.... er11 n ·or a. f 10 o • ''"e 

wan·ted to have a ni 0 g v1alk out a me here or other, but 1m. t 

onte~t ou s 1 es eo ing back 1~-e ~gain. rw da we t·en for 

a wa.l , h e ' .. then lt tv t 19 s rvie in uhe ~: r C r -rch -

'h Cazau - th on. I old yo., ou.t in ne o_ I'trJ' Pirst let ·ers t..:1at 

wa.u 1\:)0 
.. a ·~ifu.J., 

,. I.e&l t .. Ch eh lOt ~h .e r. ---
lmos· V ryon i lo:-t d lo '1 wit1 bad col t but I 'm glnd to y 

it not ~t·oack d 

went n 0 aJ h 

i he 
.., ,_ ·r n is t present victi se • .... f 

lit le isi • hen had a nic hot bath, 

dge f rrry be writil g to you,. 

I 

'r ver th g ! re now is beginn · b "'r 1 o 8 as the 

Etl.S • J F such fa.sc in .. e .:s ts 

n ~ ".o 3 just lo J to th J l o t·:::.a ki dies, At t1;. 
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mark t which e 1 over ~he place the r~ve Christma trees 

f.o-r ale 

t 

esr l ttle pine ·r es on a 1ood n b se. an so neatly 

ith st ing. ·~aster is the e;rea.t festival here tho 1c;., • 

0 i al looks a 7ii.ll.ly n .. ce e c1 is al oat ready for tu:~ .1.~ o get 

I be ieve o t of the s l}?) lies lmve bo n bought. so e 

tar o n. - · will e ni o t l · vo vror. ~ ~ g.::.i 1 

SUJP se i shoul .~.' t.~. tl'..a.; o 1. t .. e rl ...... le I 

enjoying li ve zy mu. cr.~.. 





( 31) 

_ Jl - uasian Hos~ital 

Petrog;rac,. 

Janu ry 25 1916. 

This ~ae I ·1ave ha such a nico lot of letters. 

a :t had 1Jaon eo keen to hear a out your 0 ll'iatnas. I got your's, 

e fro . F. -ss and t1 is eve· ing one from Chas . \.hat a 

lo·"o v C .. iotmas you 1uat al ;. e 1ad. ·--

:t o t think have wri · n to y 1.1 since .we have been goin[; over 

t our hospital to work and cet it ready for the ~:atiente •. which 

they sa we are to get on Tuesday. On Sunday aryternoon it is to 

bo Thlassed and officially O)ened. I believe only Rtwaftans re to 

)e at t:hat coremoey. V e did expeet both Empresses, but the 

Czarina apparent y never goes anywhere, a.11d a few weeks a0 o we 

heard s · coUld ot come. ..nd t 1en the D wager .mt)reas sent 1ord 

to sa eh vra ill, but would come and isit it as soon as she 

was 1J;etter. The fJ.rat .. ew days we just worked in the linen room, 

pack:t g stores as tx ey an~ivad, e..nd then on Sunday morninP t1e 

.. 1atron all tted our respec 1 e war s to us. which catuae great 

e it ment. I l1ave been put in charge of the biggest wardo It 

obabl~ is not th& most im ortent, ut l like 1t the best. d 

will try to ~acribe it. It was evidently once tl1e ball room • 

a ht :!;e al oet oq ro room. lil Talls and ceiling are ery eleb-

orate w: i te pl~ .. otor. a d ~~ board 13 1as been put trD about 5 feet 

11 t e vay aro · 

It has a bee tift 

he oid s. nerw1se t is j mt left as i ti v~ao • 

arc.r e flo •· and on o 1e oic e n ()e :7indows 





Ward A. 

Anglo-Russian Hospital, Petrograd. 





oki into a court yar • but fort ately on the side that gets 

al the sun. On the other si e are _erg rors, and t o e 

on a. l lcove, evidentlJ£ u .,or the orchestra. TLis ha 

b e turned iny oru:" .1 M. the princi.~.lo iecon 1 th a 

rit ea d ak bolo _ a. to si e a ca11clle stand. The 

m ' ill come t re morn d even • in faot all the time, to 

y their prayere. I· is also t 112ve a cou)le of lar -e alms, 

so es q ite "s ow war " of the place. Apar fro that it is 

·eo tiO have ·he cha~ol thcr , a t Cif erent forms of ovotion 

are st eo t to t~tc1. There r about eicht 1uee )ol 

c clel ·era, the-- hed ot be on 1 AU\ad f r seva yea· s, 

1ne t !)alace wa~ 1 st se for ... e marriore of some .?rincess. 

we 1 ~·reat t · a cleani mhere ware h drecla of ca·1etles • 

li·ttl ()l&SS C S rJ th elec ll·"iC b l bs 1 to re.ah 'I' 11 arOlUlC he 

walls in the plaate: design' ar ines wi h oa 1dles. a a. be~1een 

11 \1he w·n o 1 n m rror • I was bie b ·t of ~ork. but ao.i; ly 

rep id us. ~ha ~o m loo lovely wit .. ~ ll the lir;:.ts on. , To a e 

o mve about 70 bo. ~ in there. d oo t · G myself h e are 3 

Cii ve s a.n one V. • D. t e ere av.,. .. dsis.n orderlies ( I don't 

) but you noei s vo ~1 to mako u~ for one real o. Go 

mhoy tf'J 0 t.. go e V tilling but slo • T, e - a. •e 

ea ed ' ani ar n. and are ally e from conve.l scent osl" · · -ls . 

r::1 .. 1oy are or h ussi .e Croo • so you see t11.ey e.ro all 

so iers. They wear kha i colo, i orm~, a loo e blou.s,. js.cl:et 

lel" d , on the r o ot'tl r a e c . oss. bnccY tx oun .rs 

e. d hu.;:;)e lack oota. of tj_ m have t ~· bla lz c d orance 





Ward C. 

Anglo-Rus ian Hospital, Petrograd. 
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o s~ of · e soldiers hore have a le st 

5 r 6 medals. 

woun ad. -

think thet are even iv when a man is severely 

a y- Syb11 \"W.. re nte . ith a ve-':J 1 dsome i in t1 e oth r day. 

It 'IS m de 

b 1 fo . er - t rw r 

tha u s:ian Re Cross wh 

o tr hos i""a.l. 

O:f aourse ryo a has b 

not arriving, buy 

• 

s to 1~ • t Hospital , 

I · wa~ 0 iVe by ev rel of the me of 

. v bee re ted and w rk for 

ly issp oin e ab ut 01tr tores 

.L.L..r...LJ.t-;'Q her en t e. lot of extra e ).pense . 

F .B.:. ArY 2. -.- Our .to ital :1as ally o_ened and blessed y s r• 

c.ay, so :.e rea y no 1 ~tients at any tine, d h 81~ 

o s of ge ting ~o .11 t e ho ·it ls in ne·rograd 

_!..ave bae pty b use re~ ees flocl ed in o · "1 city an<1 nsturally 

he foo:'l au nl e ~ t e s vrt - t because ~here is . sho t-

age in -~t sia a..'lyw re • bu o aco aunt of 1e trouble .1ey ha re 

in g t hare f:rol!l tl_ la a o their poor ailways, on 

which there is ful congestion. How ver 'JTO de(l are being n nt 

d he r fuge s n"G to the c 'Wlur pl oes. I m st ow 

t-ll you all 0 t 

1 ar to ppe in the l? 

to dy .:>Y il t t h en 

so oo out for the • I a ~gested 

s t · he papers in Ca.na , and .. 

t he vill. I alway keep 1 ~ wel.1 to the fore w t ha.ndsone 

g1 c da gav ( I don't m ~ rn:y 1- • you lmo • ) T - Hospital 

oo ed lovely, esp cia ... y my ·1ard, s tt e oha ~el a r • 

T c reo, was hel in i at 2.~0. .e all as amble • #le ioters 





USSIAl~ L~TT:bm.S. {Insert) 

Anglo-Russian Hospital, Petrograd. 

Bottom Row. 

4- lle.Antikoff, 7-Miss Stoker V.A.D., 8-Hiss Alexander V.A.D. 
9-10-Russian Patients. 

2nd Row. 

2-Lady Georgina Buchanan, 3-The Princess Marie, 4-Tha Princess 
Olga, 5-Lady Muriel Paget, 6-The Empress of Russia, 7-Lady Sybil 
Gray, 8-The Princess Tatiana, 9-The Princess Anastasia, 10-Sir 
George Buchanan, British Ambassador, 11-Dr. Flaming, Commandant. 

3rd Row. 

1-Prince Rudzwill, 2-Col.Phenou, 3-Sister Wedderburn, 4-Mlle.Dan
zas, 8-r~tron Irvine Robe tson, 11-Sister Dorothy P.Cotton C.A.M.c., 
15-1nr.Lindley of the British Embassy. 





Formal Opening of the Anglo-Russian Hospital. 

Tuesday, February 1st, 1916. 

Bottom Row. 

3-Sister Dorothy P.Cotton, representing Canada, 8-Miss Stoker, 
6-Miss Alexander V.A.D., 11-~iss Stevenson V.A.D., 12-Countess 
Olga Poutiatine, Interpreter. 

2nd Row. 

1-Lady Sybil Grey, 3-The Dowager Empress, 4-Sir George Buchanan, 
5-Lady Georgina Buchanan, 6-Mlle.Antikoff, 

3rd Row. 

3-Col.?henou, 4-Sir Herbert Waterhouse, Chief Surgeon, 5-Col.F1em
ing, Commandant, lQ-The Princess Tatian~, 10-The Princess Olga, 
13-The Grand Duchess Cyril, 15-Miss Irvine Robertson, Matron, A.R.H., 
17-Mlle.Danzas. 





Opening the Anglo-Russian Hospital, Petrograd. 

Tuesday, February 1st, 1916. · 

Central Group - Left to Right. 

1-The Grand Duchess Cyril, 2-The Grand Duchess Pavlowa, 3-The Dowa
ger Empress, 4-The Princess Tatiana, 5-The Princess Olga, 6-Miss 
Irvine Robertson, Matron, 7-Lady Sybil Grey. 



I 
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s 1 n lhite, t a • • 's in rk blue res a a.nd·white e. ~one 

wi a re cross th fron of taeir bibs and white ca~a like 

ours So you can imagine tlkt.r. . ury blue Etress and pron quite e.ot.oo -

o .t. an es I ean o aim n f :~rther onou.r in conn et on wit 1 it 

xce_t keeping my b to vary shiny d filling it ly, I v.1~ l 

t 11 you t: t it Mes r~ tntch a ire by very on , t e Em~ress 

a· the uo yo :;., Prin e oes included. Th li·ttl choir boys 

d me were th re from one of th oh1rohes, 

\7hic I d.esori e d to you be foro. . ic.,.uro t 

t eir t;l rags 

1. .~.bout 50 o£ 

t 1ese c:toir boys with theJ.r :..t e sl ':if n 1 e ;;de • t. a doe ors in 

k1 L ·, the tron in her e oy crep 01.: e vrit~h 1hit cap~' au.ffs 

• all he uniforms fr m the d eo lar, ra y ~ybil e ac -Y t s 

B it ah JtJmb- sy, ·he si ,d erose of iciale in hei won r-

iforrn oove 1 with dale e 1onours , the ri sts a d the 

1 ".gh 'riost in his gorgeous rob of 0 h of uold, mitre thickly 

jow lled ~ith onds and emeralds. ou will ee the onde·. ful 

c elabra in t photo. nc1 71 J. 760 electric 11 ht all liehtec 

you c imagine ow b illi it 11 looke0.. 

m the room alone followed by 

tl t o Pr e a s lga. d Tt1 ian - both ~ ese ali a in _la 

erra cotta eolo ed suits w1 h ermine toq~es w h ig w ito os

P ey on on aid , hug ermin nn.lffa, o-Pt m:1. te blouses r ther 

o.,. · at t:r..e 11 cl~. l)lack ve vet b s around th ir throats. end 

1 ear r s. One ha a atr of pearls, the other a dia10jd 

endent bot 1 perfect dv..c ff\:). so bright and natural. I was ))l·e

antea to the · ~>ress and eh wJs v ry nice. She looked quive 

1 e uee is wt 0 0. so I ill f'i. h · n L.. ot.11or. 





:u.I?.c. 

1 

J nuarz 31 19 6. 

Th da1 for t_ 
ally arri 
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~ovet1ber 2 1915 -

ere inform d that 
rig1t hand wae 
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at·olled 
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d 8 rnin -
erou.s, so v1a .e; ve tLerL. 
azines etc., and oorr~ 

Our es• 
hite Sea. a"G 

h f ·the 1~ N' .:na. River. 
-br .. eloor 





~ · - steye 
q1.1.arte r 
~here is 

- (o) 

reach d o 
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val 
jru~t o 1t 
il ~Y sto.tio , 
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le report . • (4) 

ti _ f Tiee.oe t Cza . 'a tr waa .L:Gpu, 
l . ooo refugees - en, wo n an children, _o 
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~lo-Bussian · osnital 

Petroer d, ~ebruar,y ~8 '16. 

a 1 .. ot -e ; 

~-li~ lett r is eo·~ in t 1e Em ssy bac;. I love 

5 tting El ie's t oug}'\ t _ ~ assy, 1e sec to come muc:L q icl:er 

"o e regul ly, bu I d.; c1 love was the &ne .. • Vlal~f'Ole 

b ough • I w 11 ve t e dres w~ n i a ri es, 

an t ey re to go o s mu t ouble for m , d 1 oa 

just in er st o oo in it. To ... day I ot t'" e 

oat offic order m Til e ...,aid R se • v:nat a 

ie - o o : o :x e it ~indled to 47 roubl s. 

I o often t ' you 11 e , espeoia ly 

the b yo I _ove t ring e oh o e of tle 

a fuss costum for y v as, an for the man th re ar suc1 

:fe cina.ting ci) ett "" ~n _ t~1.lng- like that. ny old us-

si can na such ~one· ~ tlin0 S t a knife and a piece o~ 

oo~. --

I have not written uo you s ce 01r · tie ts arrive • but Jill 

vrr · e you a lo · le ter 

me ber t m all for you a.n 

ha e not e n fe ng c bi 

~11 u e de ails. bee uae I re• 

e • b t really 1 tely I 

t - oth. . at o.l_ - 1 cl of or sh 

a r, and the fu - food. I o 1eve?.' : ... o 1-Y feel ev so much bet

ter . ~he firs eo f 0 at e ts, e ouv half o-:? t __ en 

old edioal cases mhey were istribu ong the iffere~t 

wa 1a o get everyth ' in rtl:! i .. ,, o der. t fir t it al see d 

o ao • b t a all ott.:..a 1 w. I.. on't know if i e 



-
---------==------ -~--
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tol _ o abou t essin0 room t_ t w ave r • It ie a thing 

tl t ha - o be pro . ise to t · ?.us si autho:riti s • as they al•· 

do it -and a jolly good th" g o. There are no dre sing 

o e on the rd. \1 eaoh :L~in u.r cases in tl re ever - W;;_,y. 

~he ex oonv y cam 10 ys. ao here 7as quite ~ f1 r.y. 

so. 'f t .. m re ite 1.m i ll a a fairly rece tly, but ell 

ee in ho i a befo • 

1 auf£e • bu ~e no s 

1)- in. and v y an :W-t~ 

lit" e I ·a, b~lt 

0 • i 

• T ay are a 

Princeae ~ e z1vi le came 

e on • ote eric" • 

o oe u n a tim • ''h s 

h _ 1ng to get s ~ inters 

. h y 

am1 

fuss. 

_l 0 

am 

ho ar , 

s 

• 

l.O .atiento, tient <1 

1 o tr men to stand acute 

It io a cas 0 b oramb 

n f ous y and have lo a 

t .ni sy manner er • 
u.ally . rinceas 1n ... d erose 

• On • 

C\h is lovely, 1 a a ·_.i a 

'1 11 th C-rerma.n Crown - rince 

rid o e o sa t • 

e P 1ncese e z ville 

is comiM to-morrow- as a. V •-1> •· • o our ward. --

rou reo ive a h to a._ I oant you · ken the day o ~ o 

~ ? I n 1ng a. eo e to he Matron-in .. hie by tl1i nw, 1 

so if yo 'a nev r arriv d go h r o ice s omo day 1 you 

(!.:rO an~ e .er'v. ---

. re • ar ura of very h a y ... hti ~ :"n Franc • At prel-en· Dr • 

is <I h ssia.n · ar1 · 1ng e. o t a Fie d I oe i tal 

v:e e all a fo is ar i val hom o.r"v.i , 

i ll o:J.de th · te of s ... y. f thor th y wiJ., tay 
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or not 

mi t 

s e six onth 

not to s ay. 

i tl1e fiel OtJ b sueb e won e ful eX}? rience . 'e l ea .. (\ '~'Tagu.e 

rumours that 'l m ht 'be ae ... t e iga or the C ucasuo. ~--

r., st igh,_ Sy l _ fif9 ·l:f to go to ~he lle ; . 

','e ue1 il e OJ. t . .. . B "OO and- . • 

"'l gh \ 7 l pol ( he t • e ~r i ve d e. t t 1e 0 era 

·he v o .. g nie.. • a d. ~ __ ere 

• Ho ver 'l went ac osc tr1e 

to _ . d out the th b X 10. 

J!.' a sol t l 0 0 er s 8v 

road. o - t .C cha inc little _ 1-'..S'3in..n 

o:p r - . ..., e i I's t ... • 

0 e y 1 a ,..., 
0 O'L~~ b t ai 1 to ~~ar_coe s lo 

11 e tl \Jz iva ~ • ~n act ost of the ti e . It 

\i s a y day 0 ul y pr y. t e w nt for 

ive. e c the e II ived. 1t is 

• e ~ ill n ~e o t 11 o~ bout it. ---

\: e h r n 11 o -~ y in ·o- morrow . I am sure in 

1 Spr ~ ly ~y. le ll th se aye we do v ry 

little t our ork. VI on' u ¥ u ti ei ht 'aloe_, 

it l te by the time have 

e r hro _h. • 

rasn•t it too 

er, o you s 

P ·rli ent Buil ing ? o 1 ite 

. e bout i • l d what o ribl. i 0 h 0 in hur\;1 t ) in~ 

br ken to. very es love , an o hone you er eo.ll10 

7&11 . or I o .. ll e w · r;_ you. 11 ev ing , ---
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rel:ort . - - ~ver~ onth of ~"'ebruaey 1916 . 



~-. 
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n f Dvinek. vi' re 1e e t o s __ E;} a ssiru1 , eld 
· e e ill. ve o rcl of our stores hich re s . posed 

bound a • hange-1. 
o · t r ~ , the work u:. h e . o! Feb:t"Uary . 





At the Opening of the Anglo-R~ssian Hosp~tal, Petrograd. 

Tuesday, February 1st, 1916. 

The Royal Party on the Main Staircase. 





Anglo-Russian Hospital, etrogra • 

ixed Nationalitiea . 

Left to Right: -An English Tommy (Armoured Motor Cars), a Welsh 
Sister, two Khergis ~atients, a British sailor and a Canadian Sis
ter (Miss Cotton). 





nglo-liuse1 Hospital 

h 4 1916. 

I is suc"1 . long time since I ~e vr.ri tten a nice 

l0-18 1 t ter, nd - b ov w flt- th t moan - tha yot~ Lave all been 

wa eh· th mail an~ diSaj_.Y')Ointed a · n t Get t~-ng a letter fro 

I:l • .. ... -. 

In .. last .... o ~etter I was in the midst o toll g you of t1e 

o n o ere 0111 of the ·osp t l, an as I as stop]Od very ab• 

tly I think I will go boclt to that time and toll you of it. 

I h p before you eat thi lotter you 1111 v rao 2ved some 

·hotogr pha I sent you, o o he ot er tho ard I 

1ae . oine; t ., 
.1! Counte s lg lllrg of. have 

h oo hem for e. F a ' re 11 o rmed the two li tle 

esa e. they w e artly a soe o ry mt1. h 

alive full of tu ~J 1 t l to sa to anyo • 

h ceremo \ e · 1 ·o i , n'l.t re lly hev si ce ed 

so n y servic t I am o a than .L 1r1 - c .pee-

ly you a e busy 

lte t as a h li-

• 

• 

T _e oho_ all close from l til . 4 and tho 1 close acai a.t 

..y t"'1e . ~ 1 os a 1 01) n f on { to 0 g 11. • 

n:t" e da o'f! r oyal J ie stayed a. . had ton a£ er 

go·n a oc s-ion \Tl h he rios o from room to oorn- one 



• 
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at sp ink1 ll8 ly oi on every person and eac ward. mhe 

oil ort o 0 'b a e g ld bowl e d they ~r r1:11 ,. ~ 

w. h · ~la rhis .t tha.t 1 k 1., . .,. , Blori i s nk brush. ': 11 

on th ~ . opl t tea. a d f 

course w ile hey J re u'h irs r 'Is 11 w . 

in .. room, an o~ ept ~ · 0 ) Ol e WllO ~1-ey 

e ine o. either side of the 

0 be i ont ·n o 

JOn' v look fo e h 

I ~~ot tJ 

~- ~ybil o sen 6 t icturee to ono o~ tlo 

a_e s . i a · tt r of f~ct s · nt hem to :. to snovr 

to t e.nd hen s 1d r . th ll{;ht · t was o. ~ooa 

s r ke of b wine s . bee :us I yone ~10 tld be intereotod. 

T n~ day .l)rom 2 - 6 v op o·~ the F: ~liah colony here 

w re i vi ted o corn o o se .. 1e H p such a coll c~ o 

c - • r g eh maid 

pe ple ike tho B' 

mist eases w o c e 1 tar 

·: e 11 stoo on ottr po te 

n au h sight • end peopl 

1JU B 

f 

and e. 

e e s 

1ttt d po 

p a ti ly c 

at many oep ctabl 

·tte ing of f&w nic 

-ida 
., d re ., ne d • 

tee ou t1e empty b da 

wde round .. b as 

Ab tt a woe,.. 1 ~ter ~ e;ot t ~ f1•at eo ~ y in - 50 p ti t • ~ -.. t 

day .. · s St venso .. a I Yre ._t o t o the eo -ru o lt t 1 day. \. 

e .; t 10 . 30 .. or ~ cttrlto Sel ( I em not st e ho 1 to o:?ell 
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t , ·t is whe a t..1.e ~~~oy 1 ~7"a.I. il .. ,. usually live) • C::h re are two 

laces there he o r th Jros nt Cza lives, and the old 

o e prin ipelly ·uilt 

1 r floor of ;vhich s ),e tt:rn a. inuo the Cza ina's hospital 

a~. where 1e have heard f te a. c th r1l1oesses rorking. .~e 

nent over their 1? ce - 1 1 r~ ... .,le:r e. f \'0 lr o be allowa .d. 
\.1 t 

a: during the 1ar no i al 0\V- f ther imes all sorts 

0 le ters an p ssports nil · be pro nee • · owev r or ne .. v D." ~d 

g · li h ~~ . Cr as < isters s med to VJ k o ers, ea_ cia.lly 

en s. oo le o roubles we1'ae a ded to all that. It ~ as r ally 

on e fu..l oo ·.a-s e.n g r ;eol.1.S 'O · s to live in. r o _e oon 

oodwork and floo a ro 11 · 1 ~id ith ot e -of-... car1, i1 

c o her ith ber, n i. ~~he bell ro TJ 

is lov ly and hns a ost echo. T on he e i~ a 

ic e sal ery in oth .,r rooms mo t b au·ti ul 1a.intinr-;o of 

even s . .. Ruseien i to • ·, e u t or a lone; ive - sa~ lots 

of so ciera e..n~ interest· .; look; ne _ eople - d i e t the 

st n. an ot om abo tu 'clock. ·e .. h n hear abo"tt the 

t arrive n 5 . 30 . ao e urrien over, b ~ he 

firs on s 1 il_ 8. 0 s asea 1erc VC" y 

a , ut aa alrrays ri h t_ first o· ea e wa. ui e eo fueio • 

~ n the axv ay another 2o r 30 q te b d caa a e me in. So 

fe~ 11 ur 1 t~ients ve 'be 1 o ab ut .. ig a cl inslr. I 

I tol you of our livt~l 2 yea l .ho o\md bo h 

h a be y ) · tt red ·h b b a 1 i n. e e fraid 

. t e will have "o lo o , but ·1e ot r i doing q •t uell. 
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t is ron o :ful all he n 1. {i h the_. • So many of t 1e men 

have del , an ualy the o t .. b som of heir nic~rt 

s irta on e v hole t _ey ~ .. e rf, ...... ly niee ... e.tients 

ri _g n ati nt roal p i like an ~ J-

liah Tommy an ·v ~~ be ~other narro of e , nt I must s~y I 

am yin0 to be wl ere people ru 1 _ e:. st :1. wha I ay. rly low 

of .r .. ssi is ry scan y, "v -Y wol 1! • well , or not well . 

y 1:. , J..f you ple se. 10 1 eh. • 0- t.>re t e too uc 1 , is he 

eo:{te of i J ·s · .. a:rvo lO"'l..S h VJ get on . a ecislJ. as 

:.' iss tev nso c 8 ays o ether 1 d she harcU .ows no 

~ t,. 1coht - !:1-n- Sy :t• 1_ _J.J.e o • er l.:) · ·""Cl sko9 ·.' ~ a self to he B lle • \'o 

st re gil b., s arr:ved 

on 1 t . bo • eo s i J !Ta.s 

· :. o si 1 to t ot·or eat in th w nt roos to the 

o ra Houeo i ·ule lSSi 

E~.. so 11th us . I- e 1.as o e ut ·n. .a· of O"ll.r :vine; a E :ield H s .. 

p ~1 and · f o o comine; ao an or crly. li h re befo d ing 

h r • itt_ si • In the m an t 

i akin.Q' l ssons an u yin 1 :t . Fi 0 1 h came out se 

corre pon o , but ai no r;oo at the jo • I eemed 

ve ne nd I could quite ir~c~ him writ g the ""·oldEn Scare-

cro '' . 1~ ma h o e o !3tarted w th my dre but at 1 

1 een ayl id J.n en. s av n ow w.Llen I will se it . 

y ybil s so nice - ost tao :ftll o.bout the Hos i al .. ..: 1 11 s 
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1 of ·O to ~o . se is a_so ry popu.la:t here wit" the ~:ua-

a in n '1Ct wi. th. Sh two rooms il.o't1n 

) so i q 1ite o rnf·y. 'I an- her own littl id ( nes 

ukn 

f s 

h th se na1 ce ere not lived in, 

;va s ee keo tl n coi ~ . --~ 

I ha s oh nic let or . om '.\oss yeat rdaw and f om o s . ab n 

eak I it o few 1 ·tare, but will you_ 

e"" h s n 

.1. h S ao·k b fo e e t S 11 l • - . ./ Vleel"' t d a 1 the S eiglS or 

eaily . 

CO ry n we s _e h 

t_ re ins !.lld " 1 r te 

inn 00 f .om th-

t in the r funny itvle sl ~ghs , 

ith different oolo o DC)er 

ribbo e . e d b ·he of :2oCJe colol" s i the i e 's lo.t. mhe 

v. hole a · ly see t "be i t 1e ~1 · c;h . P:. arently enj oyi them-
sel,. s . ll t 11 -1eek ( 1. at a _ · o. one y s 1.tve .. o) "'1ey hav 

() ea , no oua h t d 

.!..IQ y s i;l.i h we. a m: ·o ~ t n gh ~ e d tha:t th ~tad 

t.,. or a ' oeuv • 
I 0 I 

ll P:?e -

t Ea t r is e holiday. -
fi s n one c ok e .. 

)..h y at ....... ,;;,;:;;.;;;,;::;.;;;;111(..z 

e . f s 

nappa , .,t h way I feel 

e_ d ha w 1 he ... t 

ea rrye~" . so sle wrot 

a on· . a Oli 15 1 ~ 

L .ut ·asti _ · 

...yon 

an - epp e ly back a~ in . 

. --
I am 

it ·is 50 

I 

o ... i~s .... " abot i • 

t l.D goin t 

o little 11..as 

oar to st.y I 

I ern now rr i ·i . 



, 
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for r · pl41 • --.-

- :t d not tal';~. yo bou Bal 1·ka oo c rG in our ward last 'ih · s-

day • 60 ev. a eke from tho Guards , the Czar's regiment . 

len d, 

me ts whic * axe really -at_ 

30 of them pl ed the instru

et sort of mandolins - anc the 

oth rs s • d two c ~ b 1 • Cl .. OWd d t le pla 

\Vi h psti at d t y all lov it~ . ~ · arked to eo . :11 non 

t a I d o e f ·~l ir 1) lt buckl t so he called one 

fo rard it rip o· ' I .orae him ~ ith one of ti-

ttt s . Col . P. as eo e to give o e a ~o to 

e r who d noo • It r~nlJ rat" ran sing orfo ce • 

ut .,. d d ~""' t . 0 
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Petrogra , 

Ap il 5 19 G .• 

ll th r; 

r c ive ou~ le~ ,e. a si 1 s wi h n: los-v.r s 

aft oo • I"' :r 22 __ • Corn· eo s llate 

ome so mu h ok a ·· s s • et·ll rece1 o d 

le ers a d~ ss the o e _.;."o a you 

written :fro a.n erb x~ was e oavi co~d _ar=I y 

maL o t o_ 

hav eensore . the 

lttr hih ou 

ew 

i C I u iGh~ I h 10, 

o.P befo e il " . the Conquero... • icy 

c0ive so auic y ffa o o 1 t la 

yot 

1)a 1:. 

11• 

· of.oicer :~ao here w t 1" · e _ ou .. a nouo c s too~ 

:e s h e 

ent a.o 

r 

nglani. s .- l:e 

o wol"l to o • anc 

e n it 

her that 1 had 

as 

ette_ s . ·~. . uas oo _a, t a ... ived qLicltly, 

ooliah of _et sa in a p_ev o·e o a that I was 

not fe 

WOt d 

11, b a use h you r ceiv d i 

fee all r ~h· a~ a. 1 • I a c . it v1o le d 

13t • - After o 

.~._e e om onth o o 

v nts t a wh 

of th rk. 

1 I ospit 1 has 

eo stantly 1) ·Y 

1Je ing ck o ~ o:s: 

een 

!lOO W 

ty 

s w are o 1 

s aying an e 

I ,;'/O mte to 

_ e l s pl • 

b ig t stay 

ra onth at all 

ies he ohanoe 

n th WlOl 

ly nay, ut I ha a b en 'ce~ t 

ste. e n t,lo Vie.. d t ll'O 1 <:-:let ere 

_a sort of h n~. 1e do. •t get o·f 
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. ty 

t• a we h e (t _o clu) ~nd ef.te ~ t 

.zo at least b r t .;.e 

~e , inner. ~ at1 , 

on tumble in bad. ~ t 1 m limp excuse for no writi~~ 

oft ner . - - ... 

:low lie ' s st • n e cellent k tch . It £ 11 O'Uu 

o your letter o the ar o _ ay, so I aho ea it to raen 

ot h l"t~l aian Sister to tell th .. bout it • T"f'h "ll were 

st f\tlly erest • 11 i o. 127 6 is just th r gister.d no . 

Le w 11 g t Ot!ll ensi n e c1 yea,_ • or a h r I should oall it a 

~·:t t of y. The... sian sol.ie s do, so I s oll ~nlt 11 

• but il 0 

ven for v Ot 0 

es c om e lS .. t · o , as 

J.l e ot • H re you. sa 

ot ee.~G ~ ith the croa • The ~ 

a fe\7 ro b s ye 

th l si .. S for St . Geo_ 

It { ~ e Crop } is 

eld. or i a man is ve:r."'"' b ~dly 

ly they h o no latriotic 

·:r.t ml;. :y ounded tllen on t"' _e 

· mone is ot ver,J agnj_.o:t.c · ntT 

The o lett rs in tl o nt e are 

• 0 

f' • 1Jut {'\ ie oe lik: <' _. The writ i11g t th . 'bo tom o the 

ros~~ moans 4 l 1 s,s. e .t o a. in li h re for 

br ery nn yo e hi r t .. e plc lso he i about tl.~.e 

mo t nopul r o e • 
I v deaide to ·o to .h .. n t o he s alk d of it I 

~1 V r thought I wou.l • bu, i ·e Stev son and "11 i h som engine 

ing 0 1 e afte r ... s It ink - d ·1 e 

1orke dy in- out ..t..O t Ru si n authori·c ie~ 

r-

if . y 0 re uoe th il :;J ·are for u.a - an they are .;ivi o 
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u ree f er 019 o£ course is two weekf! later t" 

01 '. 0 t 0 t e eelts tim • '---

1 h ar o ,he c r is . 
0 a .t out here. ~-- wa I 

hear wastrr ug b :--u:;~dJJ Sybi a a letter from h!E_ 

oth.r ](:) tt e 1 to ee r.-i et abot~.t something, an«l 

in peaking f this Hos ita. 1 iss .ti . ~ga.ste hat if 

t 1 y 'I t ( a_ oth nur o ~ "0 0 . A.M.- 0 . would allow ~ .. n--
ot el .. to om 

' 
o the ]. t n ',i s 1r ·ing to accept the 

(\ r, but 111 t ceci Q offici ... lly o ~ not, I d 

. 0 • A he-e ielit 0::1:pi 1 e:fini ely l)l'or~li · e !'0 '! • 

a'-"'.. a.s t.1e · tron AQJ.U :_e OtU( C!eJ e amongst the first, 

I - :V eci to s y, I 101tl le a c;o ... hom at 1e 

n of ey 6 mon ... • ro ~·. 0 osi · 0 ),;) 0 the hos J.)i tal. ne 

in iS ou somewl'.ere, t t ne~ ... tl . c ~C ens, .dl. the oth r 

ne ) in.Sk o ..... ig • If ·he lat ~er w w·11 1st rs every 

6 if f r, ow tJ' to th .re te di tanc J ery 3 

mon h • Th ron :r.:.a promi~ · "'.. tL t he ·1ill let m know _ fin-

tel a soon a she c • d s art in abou.t 5 

e .. t t uss1 n author tie shou le th kno in abou·t · 

er • ---

Sp 1ilg ea h r - 1 st. lush shin . • and ery 1 
f r· 

oO i. 1 ~ ~h .t y C ~11 til • Tfvif,.live nigh~" t. b t J.ll have 

tote 1 ou abOu' th he, eo e. -S I have no~ \v.ritten to 

yo1 for o er 0 i 1 h o tall y u lo of 1J~ck 

• so la :oc 1 ·. d y rep t. T ·lks so LlU .,i. for 

send · m the 1 tt r ah . t o you. ---
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I had l tt r fro ·to- da , telli oo m about l1er fr end 

w o ea. ut n :it as o rt at _l)out thet beoau.aa it v.as 

th ot et in un ·i 

18 1 no· eat ha note "ill ' h followi g 

m rn: g . no e er ho a 11 a t h I os .... i·va :i - anoth r fri ,n 

ando of t.m bout th ~Jl c • ---
I-ady s bil . .as be n stoh a jt-thing and s:oecielly 

.. b t 0 t i 0 .lose • ""1 
0 ve ne oape s sent to h r abo 

he 1) liarn t a. t... otl~ r Cl so 

hotJgra g f th 

d ~r a ou 3 - di . . e 
tY. . t a no er nvoy of 0 

, all fc ou w r 

t t 1 

w· , .. a on rt ; t e ws 

1 g it n.,a v.. lovely . h' 

th a. 

put t · 1s 

rho eo ll c 

place it.tl 

a. 0 

• 

ato • b"t n 

i on i • 

Tho e ere a 

~hitc o 

~ant __ e.... ·~ ry Peel .. 'b. ,s also bean e. 

al}ers , and I o love ge·ttine; t 21em. 

on vor·y s riou.a 

• st Tu~sday ther 

as 'le 1 as th si 1g-

Clr oh o oir l"l41' ~bo 

1''01 ohoi:r t ... in J. 

i~h ~\ll b ()k an 

m 11 
.. :_o.n othel ~a.r·~.s 

- th 01 :r of t "1 

• 1 

so ivh h b1 y b ar , th 11..~11 ort r who li·v s th .. 
pl A , hi wi..., t ith a sl .~·1 tie over r l>.. o. 

~nd on ·ao her. s7 i · .- :n. n the . ist ~· 

ar 1Ul 1ad 

0 o ·se 1 
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"0 j_ r a. tl an th s P"ing WO erf ---
- la s St venaon and I e·t 0 ~ ·to p ~er:1 f£ 

oa d n for •iv • The lesv (Ji!J a v ere there re 0 ~ 

\l7a ~ a. so di not se mt1.C11 .• ~ it"L.n1ily it is a sor o£ ~ar,·:loon 

t .. 1 a ~ is full of soldierc drilling. ~e s~w soMe ~ 

i _a r sq_ .. c. · · ~:rn ·· g vo s lut , e .. yone ti cb.a ·&i ·-e, 
an!'t t:t1e -rcL .... si •ii tJ . Th re is e. lov ly palace t nere · 

a. the 01 of ar the gro ds .. nu fount-
,., ~ 

c. s . o e.:t•e all cover u ) • T 1e k.ln.ce is · ~ 't iJ: 

U] ery :r ... · gh 11, to:.;, _CL La ~ 1 5 vis · in · o t of i·t c · 

... ig lt ow t • dxov ld tried ·to look 

o -er 0 ay on a see -~onata ·~ ·• 

m l lds 0 ea c back on a 4. 30 

lf to o s g , b ea 

!ThO h~ ... o ui tan tr n l'le c ~ r•oing home on the 26th, 

n s i s 1i WOt te a zythi.. for 

ne go ee you o a c y . ~-~ 

tar · re of hol:day an pr sent i t m 

Ch.1'ist-r! a eo t .. e full hi - s . r. v r';/ hing nas a 

tiny g.,. tied to l.t, ther e o i 'OO • o ohin • On sev-

er of th e·a thy ve sor of open ai b 

100<1 up for ells . :.t chief thing they s 11 is 

p ~i/ 1 1 tl ha ie m st ~on-

oolo"' e iel ·lo ve ... s, or li tle s uf > a bi ds , : iQs , 

l) J loo , r1 bb fac a . .11 c :r·t;s of ~hinge ,lc11a t on bu.ys a 

· ei - o y o e so • o 'tJO 1 r t .. d _ow ·het 





~ 

t~"Y ur ··e r i o aing ,La colo s ar o.,rmoh righter. ,_ 

.... Le in all \V() L.~ i ol cot 0 s i:rts mt 

.1~vt n l"'ig" up e i -10 colla~. jlS he s aiPl-v 0 l.d rit 1 

.vO bt . tons a th Si e f . 1 se ha e ap i)e , e • als 

t~ e .Q_ O,J.t ,. :.c b 1- coao1 e 'o at ire is Ohc."l.:t J..Ylg. 

.. eir i;> coats , of'"!t -ve elm. c~e t ei 

ftw. ,. J.)S , n : O.V. it"1e ... ve1~ dre PJI V 0~1 G ,.w.t l O').t li 

bis 10p s mi .... 
' 

.-:~U~ l f't~in· s_ a.p e ye J~'lt 





... y Da l ing .. ot er; 

Being o 
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12. ~l dim1rial ya litza 

l?at oo d, 

Ju.ne l 1916 • 

d ty in _ e_aration for laavin t ~ 

gh for tl o f1el1 ·to- nigh .J • a si tt g ttp 1:n b d like a · 11or..-

f et la.~ , havin.o~ _ 

nd a r 11 , ea 

on of 

fr h g table 1 t 

silly ld hing I gas -

oA& br a.kfas · - trawb rey jau. tea 

0 unch of a 1ell s 

g orne 

ich I sent 

ine; in th 

ol br ta '1 th. n o you kno IJ whet a 

d- radisl.ea remind . m 

s en of hom and how muc 1 arling d u d to lov them "·hat 

c ie lik a baby. 

Si o sta· t o to W?ite is le ter one hae been bro g"1t i to 

,.. om r th een - oucL 1ico lo g · er:1sy o e , an ye ter ay I had one 

from Ale \7hich I hav bo .t J. ti es . I have had 

10 f Ol!l l!,"J.s a.tely a d n Roe • but for a lo 3g time awi\llly 

f w lett r hace been eo ugh. - - -

· 1 .,,._ he ward yeeter y . a al t 1oug I wf.)o ay .. to cet ~wny . 

fel qu to ad y 1 av· g my m • ~11 y w re 11 very Gl" te 11 ( -r 

becaus ! av c•) . ) n I · elt l..tit 

av I? rry lwn kiss • 1 lk we .. re 

off to- ig ~ t ton o oc~. . tak g my ~it cas • 

It is p _ a tly ~p _d h 11 1 11 nry c ot J. , ll.av 11 G tog tL • 

r all pa k· d nn "' . ~. s St vo. o ·e moving i .t 

I ome back I t'tm ·1 )i t ~ ve t'tll eeks lea · 
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wh t~ e .., · of uo will B o oo:ae li tt_e :_)lece in Finland - w.1ich 

an - ha r;o hom • o.a cottrso you will hear ; om _ e cain. bt t. I 

c 1 l-ever toll r:cy plans a 1oa , o \-rill always ea le to you. when 

I st rt I have de no ··ini rr m.rt'e ents yet as I have not 

heard from iss I~acD ld. ~ ows a out Lord Kitch ner wns the 

mo t avvftl.l shock, nd comi c:; o o of the .lave.l battle ( w ich of ~~41n.c\. 

course we must count a vioto:J u fi t of all we he .lra t e 

·ldest rumours -1ch wore s _)pos d to be official. Then yos er ... 

tl c 

G rn • Ou h o it o );;) cut of , and I dr d 

to th lt t I igh he • 

··e had very cold we t er 

ho sp ll s on, a1d the m 11 

ru • anc in evary way I m rnig t l1cky to 1)e Goine; to the 

com try. rTi e S venson ~ ... I us ~Jlly a en otl.r half c aye m the 

cou.ntry. ! bring a }iri le. mD. Des. ea and r a • and thor• 

ot .~ 1ly njoy ourselves. JJ st we k wo ent to a iny place rioht 

o· th bo- der f Winl d. There v n..CJ se · y and a tiny ffice 

right 1n the centre of tl r.oa 

nee th ir p sport • It o 

everyone _ paasi ,<':> has to pro

d eo funny in th t quiet little 

cot try nla.ce. ot having O'ttrs tvi t 1 us w a• d not ~)as a bu.t J. • 

cro"ae some an dune .nd .i 

t - t en lk d acro the s~ 1 

er d a li tle river here we 11e ~ 

a. w --e v ry ne r he sea It 

as then ~bout a o'clock an the s~ as ju t l.)eg 
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many op imists have a d er still beginning to cou.nt this as 

tl · b inning of th en of the war. I only o ho e it ie a 

1 .st kiek. but the fighv lG still aaernn awfully hard. ---

I can't ramembor if I \T.ro~ to you e·~co Gho ervice 1e had for 

the Blo s.. g o£. t Fiel I~osvi te..l. It was ouch e. retty sich·fi. 

anc1 eally qui e l!l'liqua. I will send you photo ·raphs of it - of 

the r sts and hoir boys t1.no.er vhe tr e • --

tJ uch nic . .; is rs ct-tm ou with his la ti: lo .. r ally :ri~JSlisl1. 

but hav o 9'0rl:od in 1ew Ze d for four year are repr santing 

""1 • h r • Tl y b h c me to A. d it has b en jolly nic 

fo . ., me beoa e in e e y ay ·h y h- ve be en <"1 1 te ·the nicest here • 

~ost of t otha R-__ nd to tel- you he truth I xev erne 

o a o e tty or d lot o a le ~ But it ~ 

n wAtter to m • I ave 1ad ~is t en n • and here ~re 

other of it r -n cl y. :asa • ok r • ai!l1l.Sing ki die - ah., 

is ome next mont1. 

Fancy ~orgat g my One n ght last v e k 

very m u e pa a 1 ar:. vo . a oor - about 11.30, It 1a. 

the o en dress and etty .. eh of oourse I immedia ely donned 

ove rrr:J night i - such a d v.:lt o ~ . dr as. Thanlt: s. so r'luch 

for t e o • I re.s eligh e o c;et i"c bee use t 1 laun y h re 

_ s bee 00 s ful voc wit mine. I o ~11 try 

an keep it for rty oc oio s. but you lmo 1 vha .. I am. and :fter 

you (;Ot thiS le u u r if f']O -"'BV 110 v a eady env l1 my othe. 

h ng ;t;lease o ot o . -..... 
'.

7ith ell my lo e. Irother line;, "'"" d hopi u you are kee inf'l' w 11. 
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mm"'.e 

June 1st ( _ 1saian o.te) 

Sueh a glorioud -~Y nf er two rat er oold a a rainy 

ones - the s]cy is s blu an full of sunshine and loV'ely hite 

b llo~ clouds. ---

eft 1' ad a mi i .r··h , • ·at1 u y, 1d thio i Thursday. \. e 

ve not arriv d at our dest· ·tin yet, but expect o leav, ~is 

e e..nd g by a small ro.il;vay at six thiC! evening and arrive at 

1 . .1 . whio _ in his cot try :J 1 proba.bly mean t:b.at we leave 

t 8 an arriv at mi 

all, and have been li 

· o had ou o ·ra of 41 oars ·-

w fo 

hre :ys. OUr ps, -are w~a un en ful. V 1 ft from a station 

about five v rst ( v rat being a littl ov r 3/6 hs of a mil ) 

u of trograd. si ed Cros mo·t or rs brot ht us out, ·eo 

several of' Sit r a d som of the V. A. 's e e out with us. 

o Si tar d mwaelf l1a~ a on rtm nt be woen • and a they 

·e lly a. como la.te four. w ar quit 

: ... ac ful a d q iet ~hich I mve t 

• It he.e be n most 

njoyed. an ha 

for a ico long ad. I m ~mu e zy-self by re~ding t· ~ 

- ic~ I e joy d rom ndously- such & tru Q01.utt 0~ 

1i£e. Do reatt i some ime • - The saonery t firet was flat Iiu r:i 

nd 1.1 1int eating, ut as we got ,.tl r () e mor t ·1c 11-

tiny vill u09 • ~. he 

to me ar all so quain a .. f scinat ·· 0 • Vi ith t 1eir c;ay 





With the Anglo-Russian Field Hospital. 

A Picnic in the Woods. 

Near Vilna - June 1916. 





J t~i a r hi fa ov r 

~ ~ bri0 ht colour d 

~· br i ry e.ro th 

d the bot om. 
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L ~ir 1 ads T n ll wear light 

01.tae \«ri th gay 1 d 

the pen g at th side, an 

it ~ ala~ rat eros -stitch patters. 

ls hat is very common .... ber~ f c t. 

till w- ~aw enoampmon s, Red er ~s tent~, 

n rison s. I don't th y of tl sa have oen 

"'·al,.en reo tl~"' they 1 eve nl_ bee""1 ner so t · e. W el o sa.vJ 

wi e ) _,en o an tr _cl es, 01mrd , b t not oocu. ie. · leee 

.. ve ecom quite a eo 'JlOn oic t 

tle rsoo mre taken out - abo 

01. The irst n·ght 10 ~rrived 

84 of he earest little Biber-

ia pon a. f£hey behav l y tre 1. ut lov d ollin,C" arot d 

in e aan a d I c esu... you broke :f'r e :;henev r theJ c ot 

tha c ae. One of the kick d 1n the eh st. o t 1at 

t'las the fir t ci n nt. ":I had ·o be carrie back to he trtwin, 

and I taye wit h til he came Ql'Ot • It fortu.nately proved 

otiLing s rious, ·ut w o 1 ave 1m a.·ii a hoe i tal for a e r 

.n.y 

:. 1e par n is s o 4 (" eluding mya lf), 2 ~..s-

sian V.A.D' -. the ~ tr n, La s , a ss Siste (who 1 oks 

· er tlw se~ ing a d of it all}. 3 E -lish doctors, a do tist, 

~ · u sian eil Cro 

ib~"'t i he 

o fioials, 107 horses, 

c rei ru~ over th os 

d 115 sanitars. last 

eat! 11 roads yo 1 

cotud possibly oe, o-r .. c.n horse starte 1 o f. w ey 

.JO t to ke at leas 10 tieys o do it. 

·o I le· • .. --" c a:;te .. 
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ua c le ive by :r ss let st V. A.D. who ea e out 

• ~.h y V4ere jua .xactly what I ;;: tad, s \vha 

t 1 .. 1e ioel Bo 

;ras, d r:ri l.y p 

oe t exactly tno a e t 

r se t from he me11 n 

tell you ha?! touched I 

, 1) c .. 1.m I m sure they must .. ve 

on ctive s rvi e . 

y ~as t e ri:t c·· ... al thing. som smnere 

aw ly 1 

~:r m no 1 

books. · - 

I:Iot -

.JL:. t 1 all is l .iss st 

o '1 eks ho a 

I 1ear of the ig_ t-1 

been .. le to th 

)e. e t 

• 

' 
ow . f ~ a cou:ple f 

t will b to you k.nmv rJ. 

~ e e for e , and af e:r 

~ ill fo_ a 

~ hom • ---

c 1) ore I left, and have re 1 y 

lse s c • ppara tly t1e EuPsian 

Jttt ·t me.y all a h nore to • 

I - se t e t go v · t b s • but first o ~ ll 

0 to .,. -il ----
.-' . , • - Latcy' Sy i i ear , 1 :ve ~rit 

' 
d ·- r lly 

c~n• \:) a. o-h yen ugh k h lla$ ·on her 

0 rather t17ing ·onditio s . o of p r ps he smallest but 

e y or · nt parts io ,.. il _ opulari y ong the S"e rs . 

ce st i lette ue hoV been > d lB l h t ~ 

a.l • e • Tl e .. nt - nt ro1 ssi 

00 0 s . r~ i al ..... i: .. - uts ..,..ently in at er 





is he 

I leo d 

CO d

h 

:.on ---

nice long 1 tter 

g, .wO you cru i o~~ that pl ase m • 

e4 • any o you 
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fev,'" ys be_ 1,e 1 av• 

Give -~ my very et 





. .c. 

h gr a 
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(1 .t . .~.o.rch l 1916 to .... .... 

a ee·nt the 
. o time~ keep-

c e )ar" u.re of 
i&~el . on eh e iC} .. ;iv n 

au. .. ~t of clothe end 
s soap, cicar-

ve bean, first t .t f 
erose t _e ches· · abouti 4-?·· 

th cheat w 11 so that t' e 

eet in. and hi 

t e e r i \t sia, 
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e.- vras s 

_a r cere from tle Ros~ital a · 
o e s .Jll pr se ta Sll<.t chin ~nter 

e ore a Conwioa~on 
1d is conr oscd 

h :t· si ent doctor , 





3r 
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y w~s h 
uO leave 

eh e~ al o · ld ef · we 

t:1e Field 



• 

• 
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r;£td b 1911 mov.~ t i:ale
on C'hlll'sd~y he 29th 

a ~teu out :for ~he:i.r 3 

i the 
p~e

The e 

beil.(,.; t 

te .. tions 
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51, . ourt 0 iel t.-ardens ' 

Jo do • Jant~ry 20 191?. 

:_.~arll. g :.:other; 

Just ,. line n 1i 1 e -1e ore -1ai tinG :?or a taxi. a· _d 

~ · r- is do· t e ettling . I was sorry I did not have C' cha1co 

to ~rrite yesteraay. butJ verJ ··i uta wae t .ken up. ·--

Tl e afternoon re :trrived ~e c a irectly here , then had eo.. e cl 
~rei t out and did some shop··J in , oo :Jing in for d.innor at ? • 30. 

In the T went to town, tli some telapho in an<l. fo1 out . ... • 
that l as ·o be at the ; . F. .R. o:,..fioe a 4: ~';' • • l . r·arion et'. ne in 

d d 1 eh with us. H ll t 11 ;,;-o of t''le o~,rc 1.1£: honse 

later. :a have been quite COr.lfy. "' r and r . t,)o to the C-ori 1g 

_otel when le ve, !Thic 1 is to 1 y ft 2 l? ... . . fron C 1arin · Cross. 

I solo ed beinG ith er crain . she in a darli o • ---

: .. y love to Elsie. !:or~ an thr..1 b .. bie • an JOurself , !.:otJ_er donr . 

1-arling ~ ot er; 

·e heve got sa ely starte 1, · (1 so .t.ar t~le o 1ly 

thing I fin that I ve forr-ott ~o ~ever w 1e I 

get to ·le c · tl&, - wil take out o· ·a of . ~ Ja uer blankets. --

Before I go any ftt.rt r ··J.th nw letter, I must oll you a ou .. 
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. ·a Ol1ver ' • as I said I onld . ~·:e wera very eo_.~i and 11::ed 

i , bu •t ras such ~i 1 I • .. • • 1 • t1 1• L • . " \J f1J/ ea _,oa{;J.nG _.ou e . u:t .. · lZZl.O , 

the slavey. hen VJe .rri ed on ~ ·1ttrs . evening we t7ent strcicht 

there to leave t~e _. · sli:, Oliver, with a very 1 lacid 

face and Qmooth h ir -xtrted i the centre. r.1et u.s , rub'binc her 

hands toeether proba.,.ly su£ r·ne. from ohillblains . an ask d us 

i e would like .l.ea. so t~o w nt i. to the dinine; room, with a 

h e lo g t:l le in t! centre and engravings on the all of r•d . 

vii. :T:wo other fer.oo.lea e e t 1ere , part t ing of tLe luke'Jlc rm 

tea. bre d ~nd b ter and ry :ound oa. e. _ ftert ... rds we wen·t to 

'.1arrod' s and 11efore t e closed got ever so ms .. :y things cl.one. 

~: a fooled i the room 11 even ng . after a dinno eaten 1 Sil• 

ence by o o t 14 eo le. '\hey se t te!:) ttu to us , and v1e m. ttr-

c ased a 11 tle oake. so ha a. nice little ~ arty, after u-hic 1 ua 

~1bbed our chill lains and hop:ed into ea. meant to c;et u .. 

ert early, but '"OU kno !l how •t is in t _e mor i g , eaJoclally os 

to the oorn onyi1'1G tl.ere ~as no Lot t7o.ter for 

baths . hen wn she bro 1G ,t 16 hot ~a tor t o our roo . s I CJai , 

' Is t ::at ~1ot water" . ~ \?it l hal a. o i J ie she sei • "~l ot e '£trc., 

~ _i s' , uch to · thlee. ' s t!O 1s me t. However a rter breaJ:· ast we 

telephone to ·:artLa , r,ja ion a.· .'~na , and l o., 10 o I was to 

1)0 at victor a St . at 4 .r . r.: 1en we went to t ho bc.v.oJt, a 1d I 

0 0t m book. rorn •;hich I ·"'ounc out t t ey 3 _on the ·)aJ \ad ot 't' 

eon paid i , so l e t to t_ e P ( .. R office, and of colu·se t e 

istake ~as that they tho 13_ t I 1 d gone to C ada . ,,hat ·;as 11 

settle , but took some time, ana eo ~r financial affai~a are 

n :t 1 mch ith her at ~ .arsl -.11 (~ 



If 
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c.nellgrove • • I l ooked for [,.. dress with no success , so :Iary 

---ave me 1 er a • and it r e l l y lo ~ro awf1llly nice ann rill b , just 

wh t I want . ---

I- t 1e nftern on . at 4 , I left ~ ary and _ ..ar:ton . a.nd went to ~' ic• 

a _ t er t "1e ~ ict ori 

do~-~ to say oo - bye t o us • 

is eJ.wnys such a r olief 
m~{'Y'("\. 

~ o y ~-: toker nd LadN" ~"uriel ca.1i e ~ 

~ady ~~ . ~.;..-s ver-$" -:-~f.1.able ancl ni ce ~C 
c.f-\~. 

to me. Bh.a a ... eots to t;o out'"':-' in 

1 e, o T prooise 1 .J.e:r I VJO ud go ~o and -:ve dinner VJi th her. 

·-·e brollr»ht -. el Li dsay to t 1e r ---een ·\nne ~ · a:n.sions r,rhere she 

~ant to see =~ llie :Parley. ~.-art~ha 1J a.nta d ne to 0 o i n and see 

1 a ·1atthe :s 1ho lives iJ le-·e . and althong_ I wa.s not at t 11 kee.1, 

I t e t . an .. am glad to say e fo d her out . so we sat in front 

of t 1e f " re ~ whe in a fct ninu ,e err1fic e pl osion. Of 

cottrse we 1r. .e i dtely t11ou~ it of air ra d , and my one ide was 

to go to ~"acy , so we too t i an found her at hom , b1t as 

ot l ing further h..a pened e lme ~ it was no raid . I went ·, ao_ .. 

to th .llan ' s to uinne~. - ~ 1- 4 ~U • and r:art a were alone - uno. 

enjoye it ever so rn-~(f'l . ~he .;al ""ed o o of r osa nd the 

hap y ·.:. . e they h .,c. "m in . ~on don . She is goine; to .. ~·aris t ne 

,ry to fi, not::r1ital , o:r. "'~o do ambulance c1rivinc; . 

to "· _oir .~. hi.! ... .._,c to the Gorin6 It.otel, ea they ~rill stay 

~here, t~_en I .. _otr>ht l t" .. i ss to the st tion . r·.1hen I we t bacl

o the .) nk , where 1 fi et :·. r ·f1...e. , and we 11 we t and lwJd ~" ou 
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c ooolate. ..!artha bo ht rne e .. box of cic,are tes and a book by 

.. }anson. w ich s e says is wfull~r good Then she wanted be to 

uee her n w car ~~d a little red cap of liberty 1hich she nae 

in the f_ont of it. you ~ow here motors h~"ve them, in fro· t of 

he bonnet . It was one t hat ~oes e;av h r. ~. o t ~.Bry una ~ ath 

. ent do m to the tat ion in '. t i an s .. e !!10torec1 me fron th , 

garage . \'.' e all et at t he station . a1:. d ao fe.r ha.ve had. a very 

comfy journey . I, ~rtJ.,. 5 va uo t o lunch baslteta, which wo have 

t .. ll _one jt stic to . G·ood-b ~e. o 1er darli ..:: • l expect to 1)e 

i11 :~a 1csstle about 7 n I .. )elieve we sail at midnit;ht . 

!_ ill arrive so e tine ~bout 8 o'clock on no day at Derben . 

6 :P . / i. - ,. e are just at York, but eedless to say it might be 

an ··here . 

ookholm. , 1ed n . 

J uary 24 1917. 

L rl · g ~ ot" ar; 

~ e nve a. littl tirJ afore lo 110 the hotol , 

eo r t o ght f r lines. T lis l;Jfternoo we 

·;ont o .. t or dr e to oee ho town . an eet eotae fresh air . 

It lookod !.,o oheer:v mt1 )Ti.f;~ • with t 1e shone all 1 iehtea l "9 . 

_ ro t_.e w ndo 1 t ~_ey _o l::eo as i · tl ey :1ere verj/ firot clo.ss . 

eh ve the lOn[;eot - "li of O"l" railwa jo 19J uhead of us 

no • and e 1>ect to reach .. )et:. o<1'ra.c on Ra ;urc1 ,J a. )OUt 11 .L. . ... . 

~ e 1.ave aee s ~ ;J peo Jle o l"Jl:iis. ::. ·· cip ~lj c"1i .. dre 1 . and 
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o e little girl, sl iing. ")eing 1e b.;[ a 1o:rse . ~hroucfi t e city 

Le re are se'Ver l ove air ri11ks ~vl..ic were cro~ dec1 wit 1 chil

dren, 

· -Cept for the orossi have re·1.lly h a very co.1:-~- iirip. A 

lo1 .ait at "9erg n . nc1 a rGt er c:1eerless hotel ! 1 · l t he hot

Is seem full end non '.i a le to give us acconodation . I·o ueve 

there a:re others in the S<t1 o x , and it ·s rather fun retchi r; 

o r fello tr vellers. ---

12 , Vl di · irs aya £respect, 

.etroBrad, 

January 30 1917. 

',· a arrived quite safely on ~at rdn night, after a re -lly most 

enjop...9.ble jottrney. r:e c b c ristiania and s tooKhol , op€n 

ing a. da in eno plac .. Both cities were lovely from what ~o 

sa~ oD them. and we sa the each oaae ~o pt up t t he ost 

hotels . In Christinn1a we could ot 0 et ;r()ons • btl.t "s we were 

not s ... endin6 the night t l ere • vre d_ not care. anc t ey wo1--e 

able to let us ve most 11. t.r · ous 1atl roomo • ;hie we allo 1ecl 

in. At the frontier between s ~eden .. nd l;,in <.;,n , instead of 

cros inc; by a fercy as we dicl afore, we 

the funny little . ;,inn ish sleighs. It ~Na 

.. rove across 'the ice i ·1 

u lovely bri) , sunny . 

day, ann th clear frosty ~ir is certainly nice. ---

·a crrived h re at about 11. 40 -4.) . 1 .• , t:: d t irot t ought th re 

wa nobody to . eet ua - so had a lot to see about .• eottinr; o 
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1)i ,, 1 __ gage through an eL.qminad ... ~ .. t in:y bot le o.o ·salts · r d 

ny bottle of hair tonic see Jed to v1orry t he Custorlls .... howe .r 

IJe ;vere suddenly sp:rt . ... ; 1.1 ~ on 1)y t 70 of + -~e ;2~sters - r:ellH:.,. '"~nc1 

ro,chau. the t 10 .tew :..enlandors 110 I 1ave told ou I i Lec 20 

uc ·• 1r.Flavelle. the Cor1 1 .... 11 d _t, and another ( istcr wer e also 

h r 11 tJ;h y had been w i vi . d i n otht:, r :part of the str .... tion 

~ · d missed our tr in when it came ·n. 1'hetlr ;re:re so s prised 

,, en they heard I as corn ·ng , w.1ich :n only 6h e ay before hon 

th y 6 -ot my re from m o_ nao, an I OBl'l' t tall you ~ hat a. t!~:.,ro 

welcome everyone ha given me. ---

. :e found rilatron still hare, as she hr;s ot been well enoue;L to 

travel. but she la ves on O.vt.trc ey. Of course there are e.n 

changes in the Sisters Pnd v. ~ . n •s. but enough of the old ones 

are left to make it B&Dm familiar. Lady &ybil came over to see 

ne in the morn g before I ha s) rted to dress. She is lookinG 

~~tuly well an r~e no scar, at least none t hat is notioeoble-

I hnvo gone baok to t he a:rne war , and Sister '"ell ay is ii c ""rJ.r:~ r<>~e, 

so you ee 1 like that. One of old patients ia still 1 .. er€ -

~eorse, and he follows mw a ot A li a 1 r.1 n • C'he hoo:pi a l 

see-:1~ m JCh more truly Rusciw · d a .ellier t ·~-n before. but 

there certainly is a vonderful fascination e,bout ··. t a 1, anu 

t-', etre ... ts !lnd eople do attr act ono. think Ha. el li ~os it 
-'~eo o.nd loves t .. o ice fre .... h col a r. but o~ n' t g t over t he 

at oaphere indoors. I do Vfi.Sh I cot o. e~"~cr be t he doctol"'S t f\..a.t 
s.xe h re. ..· .. a. bel s :1d I nre j ust · n f'i ts f le:nr;bt r dha we lo 1 ... 

. t them. T ey really shoP e ·n bath cha irs u.t :ri aton. 

·L cable e.s s nt to rr~r . Peak to-d ..,y • and shn is "\o let yon kno tJ 
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a o 1t o r r i ving . I c sorry not ,o hnve se ··· it be :fore . b1.t 

the - were so many f ormal ties to go through befor .. it cOt·ld Je 

sent . ~veryone was .·ull of 

wish I coul d tel l you the s 

_·_e ha-s gonG , I 1 ~a,ys feel 

1 ig-" ts . 

excitement 

o:ries , 1Ut 

} ere as if 

about 

the ·~e 

I l - s 

!! Bill~'"· ' • .. 1d I o_J-1;.. ~ 

ia no <: onbt t hat ~ 1r. 
1

.: . . . ~~ .... ~-~ 

..t..V~n~ :ut .~ .ra :tan ~, 

·:.o. are n L in a cttbicle . bu on f'aturde.y I an to e r;ron oted \JO 

real roo ~ t l east ert of a room th\,. t is .,. .. rtitioned of~ . 

I ould love to let .a bel 1 ,ve i , b t can't ve y rell, bcca 1.1....c;e 

it ras d e to el ley. a.n ELUl is onbli u~ Wivl ~trachan to 

1 t me ve it . ----

1 day I too .abel out .nor a w k o see tl ·; shO) S, but re nerc 

too late to go to a ~ intore ti ones , but will to~rnorrow . On 

~~un ay evening I b ought _or to 1 e se:cvi ce in .h Kazan . I t · s 

lovely . I ha.v tol d. you of it so me . thr-t the minute wo cl:-oqs

e 1
. t:t do r you re~e ri t r. me .11 t o time . - --

Pe't=rc ·rad , 

a rtmry _ 1.)17 . 

I hn.ve ·beo he,.·e f r rj. wo k , an <l I hope I t "ll fi 

p~.JS cs qu ckl ' • tho,J.wh it '"~ee_. s a long tim since I J eft ::..,o _ke-

tolle. I to l J "J'()U ~h .. 1; \.'h n re roac""' d h .. re \Ve fo <1 hu. t ··[ tro_ 

ru .. d . 0 V .tef • She l[a, • .., ro.t e . se dy nnd una )lG to do so . ro ,_ 

e...,-A nhc . ot o..P _ yr,stP-rdqy morning wit 1 two of th s ·_storC) , an<l 

0 ... a.t we he r hat n 1 boats have be "· Oif 6(1 --:_or (: ti:mo, we 





··. ·-) . c • 

onder ow fRr t ey will get 

" lat · onl3 b twe ~ Germany a.n1 j merica h~ ve been Groken off • a· d 

anxious to know what the outcolie will e. - ...... 

1 t present the orl- the hospital is ey slack. and it loo :s 

ana smells more th eve_:- 1 · "T:. :r.eul ::us A s hos:pi t3tl . .. e .. :.ave 

had autiful at er Si3 ce re 1a:~T e been here - below zero, bnt 

br~P1t . ---

j lJ. th • D' s are new an severul of them ....... wfully nice. One 

of them, n t.:.iss Seymot • 1 1ose .7e.t_ .. er was ·n connneJld at - r.alifru~ 

~ust before the Imperit}l roo: s were w •th ... ra 1* rerkerJbers T1eet-

ilg 1atner. J~ id you ever or h fa.tLer? ~·,he is ·'=1 Lad.y-in-

-;..a." ting to .... rincess Chris 1 ·,..n , ln1t sir c e t11e beginning of the 

v~; has been doi .. ; .JJ. .ork. :?Tincip~1 lly in -1 ra~ ce. ·ester

da sl e and Lacy ~·yb · 1 re e se: t for b Connnand to go to ;,-~ a ... ~ se 

... elo to see the :..~nr reas. ~h y enjoyed it so much , u d ss.j. A 1~ 

;as eJ arming. There w s to bo a anquet in the even· g for t _e 

CornMissio that i hare, nd t -y were hovm th~ t .blaa all set. 

·.he eldest daughter \l a.s also there , or r~vther came in while t le

were t ere, id her Sister's ~ostLtme. ---

I have move d to 

h~ . a windo, \hie 

ne roo . • It is 1ch 1 ~e 

unfortuna. ;e ~rill not open. 

no hoati ~ it is lik an ce bo • 

and nicer a.n 

As there is 

~: o far we h .. e not oen o .t 11. "eh . ~':he hours a re 'lOt -.:t ry vasy 

tn • 0 helf day I w nt to vh e oaeant c •• ao:p 

nd bou .. .~:.t .. .e tr-:.ble covers. ~- he, l va v r..7 little of t:1e . orl 

Jhere n.o o£ t h kind ;l.ey, used to ha\"'e . a .. d overythin("~ hPs f70nc 

trem ndouGl y .. "!"JX • .e, .. t ~,.~ ne ertl.ele s .. ; . had ·to ) .,y a ~.cen. 
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·.:ussian cak for ... a · el to taste.. ~his !fee o o ~ al£ day ~Ne 

are going to Sarksa Selo . 

On Frida~r I n going to have tea !!ith i'v s. Jef:ferson. vf ose J-t~<J-

a 1d is one of the octors h re. ~a a is also a doe to 

01~t la.Pt spring, and w ... en she fi st came workad L t one of the 

r.ttasinn ?1~1"' Fto'" p tals. .l' sm~ .11 son ms bee l)or _ since the 

rer fLthar s ap) areutly a well 

-1an !'rot. 'l J.e:r.e she 1~s b .en . chauffe"ltr, ana has been all 

1;Lro gh t 10 retrf)at. She is mo )t interesting~ and. is o tlly 23. 

1.v n. ·er tha't travelle for u mo:1t"1 

.. rain to Odessa . I thour.~llt t he exr erience o_ 3 daJS 'bad eno r;n . --

ebruary 10 19'! '7. 

'· a hen1• uch dep:r.ess ne; reports about let to s not bei o sent to 

r~nglr.u2.A.., tha I do not know whether or not .,ou l e.va received t.t1e 

t~~o th-. t J trote last weok. his 'rese t or.1c.nt I a w tL 

. ~ 
; bil w1o has unfortun tely contra.ct~d munn>e, ao ar not 

1d o .y on one side of _er fa • 
of.·(; .,~not:. h' a d lthoug ~ t1 ere is rea ly ve r y little for ao ~a do, 

.,. h ~ ·;;s,ken u my aboc ~ antl £u·a Jloing to s .ee1) mn the oof- in 1er 

!") tt ; . 0 :)JJ • ·e hav e .. n here for two eeka ar a. he tine hc.s 

A J.1~r gone VAey CfLl' ckly, al thoug e ., a1fe re lly- done lO .. u . .lil. c:;. 



. .__ __ 
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wen to taa w·th 'Jrs Jeffer~on. 

I th:L11.L I ol ~r; of h .:r. efore. :::;J. e is a .e.nadian , bo1,n " t 

Tic or-a, r:JO "t ·S to ea Canadian tea. party . TLey have a 

roo. a h tel q ite eR n in tho one snall room i e 

moth r, :fe..ther and abv. --

~ 
. L week 

ago o-c.ay. l)u-+- 1a e not been d.ble to g .. t further t!lon c 1 istia_ ia. 

J wond~r i~ ) .m rica. w:tll r .. all;T come in ow, an 1lmt ; t ill 

r... .a; .. .t.v erythL"'lg _ re · lo..) il1 such ~ dreadfully mset vle 

might r ally be mo~t i. ores ,in6 . ---

I . is re~ll., nice being 1 cl~ with t_ e ;·us sic n soldiers a _; in, 

only I do ish I could talk .ttUS 1 .... n. - am _ o ing to try aw -ull v 

.urp y f he is rather a .a • a_. re. ind.a me eo of 1 .• a:. tl..a. [ he 

v1~s an o.mbu.la ce driver !'li 1 he ~ cottish ·;omen's tmi t. an - ~ ea 

i.n T oumania durin~ tne ret at - both rstre t ing from the Ji ~1-

;_"'o:r.s q.nd Gerr Bn • ,J e is no1~ q i te 23. and aa s 1e nursed i 1 

ne.ri 2_.t the ), cner ea, Amht l~~nce, has r lly don . qu te a lot for 

hi)~. y -q.rs. an h~s 1 ots of ~ 11 c • ---
. 

:r.:,{jy E:'f) l is ~.11 tno {~ d ur for the night, and. I o4 ly 11011 . sho 

·. t"' .. _ sleep. c: o I r.rrust pnt o t t he li ht now ana. try to s .. ee· 

J~o·n. 

}'-() f + th • nJr for 0 e mor.ent 0 a, -.e nta.rvi -..> in .l; V troe;rad - t:l • cet 

f ~. ,_ o 11 y tie 1 .!hfln we re re eo 1in, thro1. t;h s !9( on v1e ha 1 .... o c o 

i t1 .out :r.eo. o£. a • e.a ow they only , ve it fo . oaa. t io et~ 





(77 

which yot't should ge at the _rontie • and hicL \~le did not _a'lo ·· 

a out ever one x t ice so kind -,e so~ el)ed us o t )y 

lend.ing theirs. e e V· s ~ .. ve nice man n t e t e.i - e .. na"f'&l 

n - who had ne her ·· 

:.Le came nd spoke to us • 

!!}[ i ed a day lo-~er. hos 

us the oth r day. ---

t c . i . 7 • • c •• 

' e .. 1 ssed l...irn 

e:r ~a cal!le 

' 

-: ~ i<1 not send m r letter of·" . la ot ler 

n s knew e uni~or.r1 . 

Cltristi ia as e re· 

to th Ioapital to see 

a y ..,.2 1917. 

om , so I ave t ima to a d a ..... o "1er s .. ort ono to t . 

a still v1i th La y s '~- en I 'I ote be· o • She is very 

muc"· be t er to..-dey nd t:_e e s -. racti ally to do ..i.or 

er, ft1owev-er es s _ at e more o lees isol -ea and is 1 at_· er 

lonely, I ·11 stay for a "'e 'I :la.ys L 2·e • ·her eh 

doing in the wards, so I a. .ot iss . ~ by not bei .. g 

1 re. She is giving mo .. so· c. lasso s~ l am trying to le :m 

to oonjug:q. e t~ fa verbs, :rlich see too ut erl r hopeless , bt.t 

even i£ you do kno the s ~ou oan't e;et very far 

if ou can't etr· g them t , .ther. he ~as been takinb leseo!s 

and studying quite ~.~ lo s ce s 1.e ,1 bee bee , (. n has cot 

on eplendi y . ---

13/ 2/17 ....... .... J letter has ee rst "'er i·::t erruptea. so I did not 
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, et very f c uire an 1. Fega came back f:rom the :E ield. nos_ :l.,..el, 

a. arc frightfull~r distre ~ea o think t.ney eannot get any far-

t_er, a t ey are· so anxious to get ho1e. Ho aver their s~ir1ts 

e go e u-p tremendo sly this or1 ing because it ooa bee 1 s1.t._;-

_,e ted t .t _e.y may poss""hly 1)e ab e to go ncros Si .. er:la to 

C. eM. v ·3. ~r~~pq_ • 'lh #Y .. o c_~ _oc k awfully wall anO. lil':.c ~ nssia . 

u.t othe ~is do 1't think hej 11<."9..Ve en joyed .:t very r.uch 1 e.4. .. e .. 

14/2/17. I 1 .. ft :, dJ Sybil yesterde.y , i 1.nd e.m to hn7e 2 clnys 

off to 'ai_ " r.ry self before I go a ... to ·r,ha 

b..ave s beastl ... cold I stay ed i n bod tiJ 1 -.oo to-d :, , and then 

went out for a wallr tl_is a f'j \ rnoo • It io so nice E:eoing Squire 

. his must go off no , e. Jc hc 1' 1 ass~" bas , hear, leaves in t : 

mor in • ·--' 
I saw inncanadan , v.rhioh ~abel ce ,s, tha Charlie GorreJJ. hr' d <1io • 

Tsn't •t all drt-.adfully tr eic. I really o f~ol sorry :for t h m • 

. nelo...,Rusaian Hoepit~ .. l, 

~ ebru ry 18 1917 . 

·R.rl ing ~.:oth ,r; 

I Vtriti t his in .he ward. ·ust before Oil'\'""' _, u 

nf.o dut~ in t ~-a eve il g. Yester a y fte noo!l ::~a'bel Hncl I had 

or first Fus .. i.a le ~o at t h 1 rl·tz. I httve <"ecided to t ~.ke 

a course of 25 lesso a. ~ ihey don't ; · r, tA th .t even t ne lri:::ht

at )eruon. oould sp e.k in ~ lat ti .: e, b t t'hero i so l ttl ·O 
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dot oec ~our ti .e OM that I felt I must rruake tle effort • 

. q i:.e an Hegan r e s till here , so we usually visit t .. em t_la 

evenings . ~.nt the afternoon eo out for a \valk . On our lc"st 

half day we we·. e going to <..aru _o f- el 0 t but t r1e doctor 'W 10 was 

going to sho 1 ns over tl_e ) eee ~as ill , so we ... ost·Jone it 1~~11 

this we el"" • an instead r;e 1t for ttr.:.ve - ~; c_· ire . .. ece. . .. . abc , 

~na and 1yself . · _ e dro-.:te o-:.~, to (.t oint hioh e _ch..1 r several 

s 11 isl n o ' c is r:tc; rt out~ Ol the en . : &erwards :Je c 1e 

i:1 end ., d diY1 1er at a __ osi - test£ ur · t . ....... 

I eo so 1on er -h::... ~ yo ..... ~· e.ll t"'1inl-: · r-; about tLis o·r'buc- i :1e 

t)l oc .. a de f and "t: i g.:.> in conerr:.l . 0 1t hore it ron.ll -r se er s ~w .. rd 

to ·lOW ho to look at thinss . "JO "1ear so l:i.· le . :.·at .~~o a: cl t!e 

r~o Si t ars cot as fa s G~lxisti~-nia . , · be . vc re soon 

coming 1)a.Clt .. - --

.... ::r. '{lavelle l'as in vi to 1 na to go ·o t.,1e o or~l on ~ ursl a,\ ic :1t . 

":I ut eh tre t" , so I s 1ou . n • t -.u.. :ve pt t it th /~ way . - --

-,ady ~y1)il is eve- no rnu<fl 1) tt r . )Ut 1w.s to El ~ay ·· n qt rantine 

til l ,·atur y , · hen s 10 .-s goi .~ . vm to the ~ ie d : OS!)i t(. .. l . ---

~ e _ea on every s da hoJt tb · e )lockade r~. ~- go o .~;;~or mo .1ths . I 

sun ose everyt in is just as cu oif etweo Can~ta an !ln d . 

r<o- < ay v1or ~ was rece vad i ~etrogra.. ,hat ob • elso was · 

leave ere for -: or~~'!Ja.,-r . a) ero are n.lre y 800 ) Jople wu· ti .c; 

o leave . --

_{' e eo issio· t Ju:: .. s _e n ·eetil , -1er 'has been t:.le ~le t · 

eati ~ lately. They we 

ever. 1 cay~ , 1 ut wore · _ tt:t . .inec to ou 1 

co-D.., ot _lsi o ·e .. ..,.._ 
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no yo' re . e~)er ho~ L1terested . as in read e of an e~~losion 

,.&; / .. ~ c 1.angel in the au.tU1.:1Il . ·t W· s xaallJ very serious - started 

o ·~ boo: in t . e harbo 1r tEa ~ 1a J. a,; · ltmi t1o 1 - severr:tl boa."'CS were 

lost nd thot san s o·'"· 1 vos . ---

£etrograa.. 

~ ebrtmry 21 1917 . 

I can't tell you that your caJ)le meant to oe last 

night , and such a surp ise. . .. his bloclrode has out us off so 

dreadful ly, and I so lon~ for yo ~ 11 . 

Ihe tine .. as cer ainly p ssec quic1.,.1 , a:ncl it is ho.rd to believe 

that we have been here · o:r a month . ~~h atller .:s so much nicer 

than 1 st year . This is )Ut or \J ek, the week b0i'ore J;ent , 7heL. 

ever one eats pancakes , crea o vi r . Howeve1 .. ue have not 

se nay . ... ~e.bel and 1 ·r oost i torested ··n our :-.tssian leso;Jo 1s • 

. e hace one to- night from 7 to a. then ~e eat in just in time 

for dinner a d h vo a nice Tal • ---

I would so lovo to know how n~ a w11at you a e all thi· kinb of .., l:..c 

blockade . r. ere is l ittle to toll yo·tt of , but I kno\,r yo11 love 

to hear , ani m s t send r1y love e 1d let ~rou k:n.o11 hot,, I am . I 

am going to iv"' u11 cies fo:t: r.e~ t . eo Hill ce ta:inly en,joy soTJ e 

on ~aster . \ i~h all my love , - --
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::etrocrad. , 

J)arli g :.:otLer; 

"''e are so slack on d·uty nov1 t 1at 

'tvri tAng letters , a thing t P£.t certainly hasn't eo 1e nry VIuy vory 

often. - --

I still taking 1.-ussian lesso .. s - last night was t he 5th. ,~ e 

ha e aid in a vance for 10 , but intend to take more. Go n~ t.ree 

evenings a week fills i t tir e beautifully. '· e are on daty 

~ntil 6 , ~nd have to oa t her e at 7. It is ~uAte a long walk 

tc;. ~as just e.l)out ~ _our . st ady 6 oing - so we have late dinner , 

and then bed . I don't J:now .1:10 1 much I will% learn , but am c1eli~ ·- -

ed that I have s a.rted . - --

Lve:rything is so m'll.ch r ore ex) ensive , just bout double v 11at it 

ras last year • anc1 as the pea.~ ~nt .. are doing other work , t h ,y do 

not make as any thing in t :1 way of art linens . I ou<=)1t some 

~ucky little oll , dreo sed as ) eaaants from different I~twsian 

villages , for t e kid ie , ~"1 have ui t e .a 1 cc s fully lost t he • 

q re d Ie an are still here , )ectin to leave just as soon 

as the boat rn.ns , but '"rha ,._1 t t imo VJ:tll eome . we cannot tell .. 

v·o ha a v hole day off t h is week . which was v ery niue . Stayed 

in bed for br eak , · ot . t ho·1 want out with ~ a bel , ;~ .Jli:r ana ~ ec;an 

all day . ~ 

leaves as so~ Poor Lady Sybil hns ~a "n1d · -ws of or father , 

ao she ossi )l c "'n . ... en ' t tell you how 'tve will ni s nor , a d 

o . rd 1 t uat be for l_or anxious y wai tin·'j e e 10 • 
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glo- P.ussian Hospital , 

41 , Nevsky "Prospect, 

.Patrogr ad , 

~ ~roh 9 1917 • 

arling .2ls; 

I started a letter to you the day before yesterday , 

but a t this moment it is at t he ~ lub , and I run on duty 1 it~1 o. 

few minutes in which I c sit down and talk to you , and I only 

' ish I eoul tell you all I want to. It is 9 reeks since e left 

and I am so longing to see you all - it really eeoms 
I 

f rther away than it did before. ---

avo cart inly had three t hrillin ys . t•e have been heari 1g 

oo much of the ~ioting. ut u~til the day before yesterday ever; 

tl ing was very q "iet . r"' tat ~1as Thursday an· our half day. s o 

Squir • He "an, ~,label, ~ m.a , little 1!iss i lurp}cy' and nyself' went 

out to soarskeo . It e .. s --l, lovely day, quite warm and very sunny . 

re went t.arough the old Palace , wh ich is awfully interest inn·. It 

is · that th: .. t the pr ss has her hospital . but we v ere not 

all ed in , as it is only for offioera . One of t he servants 

told us tba. t there '!ere 50 there now. V then went to the Cza .. 's 

Church . I thi.:.!k I told you of it before. I t is · s mn.ll 1)1~ · n 

h ite builc1ing , with eJ larc;e dark , food -earvod door , above which 

is a lovely mosaic . Thore is lots of b1•ic;ht lie;ht in it ~ so 

thoae touches of bright colour on the :plain white , roUf;h caste 

buildi , and surro de with snow , you ow i magine rekcs a 

lovely nicture . There are t ro verJl s ·nart soldiers there . one of 
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who· took us over . I l1ad seen it before , bp t lovec1 seei 1[, it 

a~ain . I always tl inlt how mueh JI""OU ·1ould love it it does ot 

re_ ind one a scra-J o.f anything one ·1as ever seen afore . ut of 

somethinb from abJ.a.n ~J ig_1ts or ~our · .nagin tion . T e 1.pper 

churc is li~ht - white wnlls with trrural paintingn s bout ~ of 

the way up .... :many ikons , and little a lcoves w ... 1e:rG there are 

small stools to pray at . It StY! 1 t wono.er .1.Ully of t\ncense. Lown

stnirs . in what I should iLagine w .s the private chs.}?e1 11 is love

ly, v0 y d rk, ~:ith beautiful little olust rs of electric lights , 

1r ss oandl0atieks ith or~6e shade lights. Tho walls are 

c vera with pen ant clotl, lil: .. tho piec .. tls.t vothar likefl so 

rnuch - exactly the s e m x --1. nd the sa e blue for a bac. -

grolln ., 'but ci£:f rent ps tern- cmall all over- littl e flowers , 

w ite re(l and yellow - r8.ther i describable - ~--n no <1efinite 

s_.&E.p There ar .. verso man p ·11 rs, d long narrow ~passa"' s , 

.... om ~hing the same la.yout C'! a c!Jfpt . he w lls are literally 

covered with i_ ens , t ... ';} brass or:es like :nine , other silver i."'"ons 

t nd small ea ut ifnll - :pa :r'tea ano. jewelled on s . ·' e saH the 

room whe"'"c they taKe off their w a_ s , and ev de.r...tly tJ~e boo 

\l'l1ere their ne .. es n:re signed just whe ... and why , I don ' t know) . 

i ~ terwa.rds we :ant for a long drive to a soall -place fur J1er o t 

in the cot~t where hey toJa us we could got ood ·ea or cof

fe • Yon can ima _,i e 1!01.1 starvino -qe all were . and all "V c could 

gJt -vh.S nchi pj.te" and bread - nob tGer, milk, ja o:r. ~nythinr; . 

·a came 'bac alJottt 7 - it just takes half an hour to r;o or; bhere ... 

nn .~bel , ~quir. , jma and I wet out for inner. ~ a ou 9 . 30 

1he we were on our Hay horn , a1i the cor11er of the street vc live 
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o an the ~evsky we saw . re0iment of Cos sac ·ro. _ o~:revor ~~e clia 

_ot think I!lUCh of it 1u: til 'ilTe cot · and the othera told us t .. 1at 

t1 ere md bee riot"ng. r:,Le next day t re wee 110 exciter.~e_ t 

until 12 oo • exce Jt t:1f:.t as wo eorne over we all remarked t11e 

faot t_at the·lo e queues of l)Cople waitinG for bread saened 

lo_ ger and noisier and · t is pathetic to see he small ru~ot.mt 

t ay get afte wai ing hours. .t~t 12 1 was just pu ·t:t.ng o· rry 

coat to leave the 1 spitnl w _e ey told me tr~ t ·. rowd was 

coming down th · evs • and over the tic lto~f .~~ridge, and tt-1at 

the cos sacks were ou • I ~ai to _ o t _le ste:_1 for 0. minute, a 1d. I 

can tell you I was lo : did, fo~ I ea soon glad to dive 

ast • and the Coss cka ridine; · t e in- The crow ust hurled 

opposite a·rec ion, ro e ... r"'ht 1to them d scattere them. It 

sot da as if they ro a 1 o a.n a_ [;" J crowd if rouseu. but so ar 

~ve bee wo~de_f1tlly quiet. 

It tveJs quiet all th~:t niuLt, nt a ·ai..... tiO• =tay ~~t oon the~ all 

came o t , t 1is t i e j oine 1)y a:ny o e oill 1u · <.1s. T-1G cro'l.7ds 

surged u.... and do tne ·:revsey, ~hie 1 is a 1 c;-'Jarde y soldio i)c, 

d at oerta · oo.. e s t l.ere are wLole com}?c 11e o£ Cossac .. -:s, 

ounted nd carrying the .... :r lo 1 ~ 1~ oao. : .. hey are the ones who 

c rge. c d ina> ig 1ty s_ or tJ .~, ·me clear the street. Unde:roter·1d

ing eo li tle of it vll, it is · rd to tell how or what is co ins 

t~ happe • ecauee the coesuc w are ot eho ti · • tl e peo~ le 

all seem delig ted. wit" ·hem, and sometimes it looks us i hey 

~ere c eering t em, ~the same time tley are there to keep 

or er, but of course they need , .. :r.ea n as much as the othe:rs. 



I 
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f~~ ... ~51' • .. Yester~w a.fte noo_l it was · 10 t 01~e sa:riou • !\ e 1:ea:(tcl 

sl oo i e, eevera.l t es, e .. n ~ .. ere ~Jere a y pao ... le. By avenine; 

e oryt... P se11tled d m se -· in anc_ was ~·t:_iet. s o ar to•da"l'- -r .. oth-

in· a diu hear that · t tJBB to begin again !1 t 3 

• loek ( it is now after 2) , whether there is any t1~1th in 

it or not we will soon ~o- ey we were brought over to th 

Hos ... ital by I."lotor, and st ye here for lunoh. 

3 :P . .... i . - 1 vas interrupted ere ,,r o e of the bisters yho call eci 
t! 

~e into her war to loo Jt t 

colleoti g an at ~bout 2.46 the t>r sta:c·te in one lace to .oorn 

acro s the street. . hen s ndenly everyone ran rildly in all dir

e ions, most o:f then _allinG fl t and era ling a-long on eir 

stomachs. The soldiers md firod on the · eople. l:he-- had een 

pl ced cross t he nave h i )_er u • and it 

A fe 1 o the 10 de d we , 

near ·t e • e.t_cep· hat "'che e wd s ged o.ll day.. The.. later in t 1e 

doy hardl r soul as in the .. 1 vsl y , except t ... e ..;a trolling sol-

d·· ers. Di I te 1 you bo:?ore -hn,t ~ e had a gua1 d I; t ·the ro 1t 

door . 

e o.n duty a ... 
- . . All ~ iet. Gro pe of soldiers on • - c 

the 4 evs 7. One grou at 1JP. corner :1ad b . 11 t up a fire to 

~tand aro~ d. They are -n£a , not cos sac -~a. : ot as many 

peo 1 e.s u na on t .e ro sky tLio norning , but eo many ore 

sol ie s. fi ey are marc"i g ol ne ins 11 froup wit nachi_e 

s an many e.I!'an mition wc.:.~leons. About ..... 2 .30 Ia y Sy1 il was at 

the nb a y an"' tl e go wore t''le e tl e., t two r ecime 1ts he,d re-
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olt.ed. They sent "·~en. ... horJe at once .. n notor. ---

! e sol diers at tlw 1Iospital were with<1rawn a t about l .P. .. L . \l e 

wentE ome ~or i xmer to-e a; - thousands of ·,eople o the st.t~eets 

a1)o 1t l re, but everyt ... ing e eo .utet·~ qui.et and still ... an un-

canny stillneas in t e air. ~~ e hear of f,erce fightinl; on cert

ain ~.. ets , b t nothing -o 1 ~ se an from o r ~~vin "'ows but ..... ~opl 

~a king alo g , ppar ntly it~ rro spec1.~.1 ot1ject in vieVJ . ---

It is ha.rd to. se ,t .. e to anyth~ 1 • T e eold · . e have al revel ted, 

e.nd Hre \vi th the ])90 le , nnd I be ieve tht~t this a fternoon nm. y 

officers era ki lad. I ca.nr_ot tell you how it o:- f:fects me , eirv r o,-

or ins:rily 1 · tt:t. •. I did .. ot thi:nlt of :.t rrn:tch last ni ~ 4t , it is 

11 so . ard to un erstan • ---

~~. e 1. v.r< to-d .. "'(.. of Bag ad p_a oen t<;J,1rcn . That wa.s spl n id 

news. ---

Only 2 of t 1e nn ie _ta bro r;" . in anained. Ono was :: bvJ.lo·~ 

wound i.n the ~ ide t 1at had pin reed his ltm[:, . _ "'1e bu lnt ws.s 

re oved t '"~i mo :..n - :-at .. er i_ terest. n .._ . .... --

- ~ l8tl1. - I ill st ,r v ·his l~tter €2-o heze , as if 

I ., .tl. not w.ci tten ~t)revionsly , ecause as yol see I did not ~ rite 

at e.ll on our ~ ost thri~ i.i'1g -:;s , and I 'h:tnc COt~lct tell ;you 

ore of in.tereat _ o . , bnc us in t ec ~pe I vrrote it was a11 

too close. o one u:1 rat8.nCLs wha. , t ho · ere s:.bont . --

all slept h re for a w ek, the five of u , F.hla and t he four 

c d ns, Jattresses or p llows on the floor i:n. the '}r u1d 

uoh aaes' clot· ea aupboar<1. ... 1rin~ t~ · .t ti.l I 
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the Cl b one y and took a l)e,t 1., other i T never had m~t clotLeo 

off. I did not k .el.) a iiaey, 1t started to tr~r to do i"'G by 

t'Vri ting your latter, but a.t the t i e it was too ense. ·.· e had 

very little trott lle ith the pc.tiente or Sanitars . and absolutely 

none witl them on t · .'cl" • La first fev1 Clays, as 1 told jou, 

the people just collecte e· we a k pt in order by the Cossacks . 

on Sattttday roc y of the · .ae;iments came over to the pe nle . ' 11 

suna .. ,. the Cossacks vrere of.e t .... e streets. d In£antry in }lace 

of tham. That da.y we sa: the :e·:rst irine - sova:ral oe.stn.,lties 

rought in ere. ---

-._o 1day - oat tllrill g day. r~he t rse~ 1 was tal' n - motor 

lolriea and otor~ da "1 g n..ro .d distrib 1ti rs fire a ·1s "- · d am-.. 

11 tio to everyone. ..~.ven small boys '\i ere a ed. )rotopop off, 

t e late rime :~inioter. 1as talten ::_">risoner - rnnny se J.ior of:..:i ers 

"' illed - str t fit,hti lfJ between differont re crime ts ( tru.:~t 10 did 

not se ~ as if1 mo not o t_Je :iovslcy). :3· avenine th!tt day an 

e oroous n · er o t oo-oa revolted, a a at abo t 6 o' oloc they 

m cJ ed do m t a 4 evaky to the · J1' a, carrying a. .. ed fl g . 1:ha.t 

niurt several of the , otera ent ver to the Cl b about 6; as 

they l18d last hours off u Y• Just at tlmt moment t ore vms 

ter~ific firino strai .ht t_c ladimirsJraya, 1hich they had 

to cross. It ia extraord1 , ry to see th, peo le suddenly tl,row 

th( mselves flat, or :nm _or shelter, Luckily 11 the ::1 sters 

ot over safely • but had . o.. rful ieht over there ~·i th so me 

.nirine !!\11 · ~~bout . You aeo t"1e lice maclo a pretty good fie t 

for ·t. an believe o..ltoc;e her had 400 ma.o ine Juns secreted • 

. . a \T!l. ·n a~ olc hotel nt t·._o cor 2er of the ladil:1irs ,.e; . a 
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.1. evsky. and tlmt "s w 

while. ~hey thou~ o e 1Jras on the roof of this :Pa.laoe. ano. two 

t lets came t..,u- u0 h o e wa_r 9., anc o e rou.g"' .. another. In one 

case the bUll ts lo a n t_.,e corner of t 1e eilil'lg, in the 

otl er in t wQll. ~he ·:eo .. le can1e at out 12 o'clock mio..:1ig 1t • 

sea che· the place • and , e . an a. la t e at ono.e ha J' ut u. .r ad 

er os a f1 r;, a we hurriedly :"ade o o n: on tho ·machi e. m'" c:'le 

Oltt of an ol t ent Clau.s coo,t a.. \_J, sl e. t. nhat · iG t "le sat 

t I wan :toro around. ~.. .s I · d not 

1 t o ias u.nJ .11 •• ---

- : .verJo . e wao .. ro1.u 1, a t1e streets w~ro crowed. 

1 otor lorries · _yin arol.1!ld - everyo e' s oto 1as take - lo s 

o· ·rinG fro the ri oth rifle anil. rnchin et • ~ 1e Pol .. 

ice we_e l' ll'lf5 the J. ow . er n rcos's alc:oe ireotly &cross r)rom 

t.lS • so there was l9F:l~"Jj- , . ~· r;. 0 ~t. Officer 1 0 or stare ... caken 
·--~ 0 

~ay from t"1. m. nd ei he- Jroke or :e}?t. J t s time llO.ll-

fie er 00r1e ove- to ~ eo::_1l Ch r- VIaS red s,bout eve ~";' .. • 

q11ore. end there as still mt.ch f. r-.h i . and hunting for t e 

) lice. ---

1 ·on erfu.lly 1 ore orclerl • ~he soldiers ha.d Ghil1.0 0 

onderfu.lly i· 1 • They a? tr "'ing to keep ot7n loot in and 

drinking, wh eh is eplen 1d. :?a ,/.; rs wexe issued oominr; the new 

.;uma, anc t"' e i_ferent ~ 1Y10 inc;s. ~ .. otors wou d fly b distrib• 

t_ting t hese, a . t" e cro nls r1ovld. .x~- e a o: em. ' .. 11is 

d ::oscow. 
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any of his .. 11n1ete:rs or people til after he was taken . i , .. hother 

l_e got the massages or not, we d not kno • --

. _: 'RSD Y. - \ 1$S eo para.tively quiet . I could_ be seen that the 

people had wo the day. I . tors 2lyin~ a out f ll of soldiers 

brandia ing swor _a or rifles ·~ietl. ri t,.1 rod. , ·e ·r-;e over to the 

Club for meals,. ana I ha a )~:th. b 1t we et ill .tlac to clean here . 

"' v rytlin. seenec ut m a; ful ve)1Sion t h ade la.ys . The C!3ar ab

die ted for hi:nsal:i? - d t 1e ,.~ zarevi tch , wri -i ... rr from ?skov on 

·arch 3rd. --

On Saturday - 1 I pe ial si · 1£ e:....tl coats-oir- arrPS over the sho::9s 

or are taken dQ\lv-n and bm: t. th inl~ -G}ID t there wero 

si . s o · this sort on s.lmost ovary sto1 .. c on the .. levsLy. ~ so o·1 

the ::?alaaee. A rd \11 .s.. .t:.L~ea '" .. yo ets c. e and demanded t _ -:.t 

we take down the I ussi m flee; . .1 :Veryone is wearinc a red rose"*v ~ e 

o ribbon. The Red flag is -flyinu from the · :inter Pal c and tLe 

owe.ger Empress 's. -t l ... ae ell 'ittietenod o , a h.as een 

~o quick and 'J ond rfull - ae rly. lf it only rer n ins so, ond 

is well settled. it eana gxeat cre<lit for \ 1ssia, 1othi-1~· is 

working yet, but ore s o s are op.n to-day, and the prices of 

butter and roo.n othAr th · ..,s 1"1.<1 come dovm tremendously . There 

ar.; soldiers i 1 many of tne s"_opa see~. g t t people are ~tto ~de cl 

to. ..nd are no overcharged.. s ·ill the 1 ines \1n· in~ for breac1 . 

::othinc; e · ini te sat lad yet a bout the Governnent . i. t first t..:H.~ 

people :JOt'e going to put G·ranc1 . :t..'tte _,: ichael , bllt -le w.e·~u o .• 

saying tlM.'1.t he 01 d not ta_'"o it till he "M o electou. by he 

w _ole of Ru s ia. r hen ·th y su_o- ;J sted the C zare itch as ho ir, " . d 

the "rand .iche.el (as recont?), rt t1 e Cz r (ll,b ice:~ ·c for his son 
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as well as for himself. ---

:J..~ady f ybil 1 avcs on ("'_. ursd.ey. I ""~hinl~.. ~ wil. oiss her dread-

fully anc1 _eel re ... lly de :ransetl e.t the idea, 'but f..: n ~lad "or har 

sake. It is a sorry da for ··1e A. _;; .r . when she le vea. ~ ere 

are very few atients c vresent , so very little to do. :fter 

,.. strenuous .. ~s 1e are eacJ "!mvin._; a day off. Line comes to-

norrow. --

reat e rciteme .. t .. word c v, e to-day that the boats ·were runninG 

aga · • so Sq ,ire , nd :oca ... _ 1·11 soon lea.vo also. ~ast I ic;ht ·1e 

t ·ieil to eo s .new~t :re fo_ ii:i.nnc_, but could not find o, ·;;lace . 

e storia has b e a sol ~te~~r ru.i.Vled, a . d vne ":ttro... F:osto:·u'ta.nt 

is close o food. the othe: p a.oes ve Lll beet hantied 

over to t 1e so die re. 

One rather inte est· g thi..'tg tlm. t : _ ·i1ened the night before laot, 

at 1da t and a sol ie ou...:, 1t some c eas of wine to t 1e tos-

P .~..al, saying t t it had o te.ken. und .that they were lis .ri11-

u"--tng a,ll t1ine y got e~.ongs·t u~-e 4ospitals. · on't you thi! ~ 

tha wonde ful - for a ~-.. evolution. ~ood t.t ·t was stored e:nd 

c rnered s o.ll been une .rt ed, and s bein{_, dietribu.t -d. ---

I am looking forvrerd to 1 ttera soon. I can't te 1 ~ou on one 

of the m at anxious nights \7ht.t it rneant to get a. cal)le. I ea led 

th vary firs day the post o~fice wa~s open, a<J I could ot 

se d one through the Ent asoy. I do hope you e;ot it. 

one to : iles. ---

also sent 
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After the Revolution. 

A :Parade of the Members of the Order of st.George. 

The Red Square, Petrograd. 

Photo by D.P.C. 





After the Revolution. 

Cossack Troops in the St.George's Earade. 

The Red Square, P trograd, Russia. 

Photo by D.P.C. 

This parade was at the time when discipline had been partially re
established after the Revolution, and a point of interest is in the 
fact that the troops are again carrying their Regimental Colours. 





A Post-Rovolutionary Parade. 

:Petrograd. 

April 1917. 
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J:?etrogntd, 

:.:arch 27 1 917. 

arling ·· ot r; 

J.. hope b foxe y o1.!. :.Jet this l tter you will have 

had tl_e li ·1e aecels I sent ou by r.>quire. ~~he only real 

present I sent wa.s for !J.ary, and I hop she likes it. : t 1011 ,_'lt 
and 

t would do or "the door i11 the hc.ll a l?inehurstj as t ose sort 

of th~gs are getting s rear ~" - _ore expena ve all t~ tie, 

I thour:~ht it b tter o sen.d it 1ot:. ~he sweets I sen·t are not 

uite as good ua I hoped they 1J!Ould be, because, in consequence 

o _ evol tion,. t he s_ ecia sh op I wanted ·o ps.:tlronize liid 

o open until the Y. oc· ore t he e,irls le ~t. and I i t 1e nee .. n-

time we11t olsev.r re. 1herc -he S"1 ts wer not so nicG. Ve had 

letters from Sq_uira end .l .e r.:,~n to-day, s!J.yi t.,w.t "they had ar-

rived at Torneo. The.,r things bnd t)ecn very thoroughly exa.mi~ ed, 

but they ha onl been relie ed of post-card of the r iser 

and. o e of the Cza.r. rr:11ey hnd notLinc - no oo or any·hing 

trot matter d. of t1 s ·taf_ are le ving, both doctors 

ru1d Sisters, so I don't o~ 1hat uf_l _ pen. nerheps I will 

be home sooner than y-ou t h ink. c., 1e wor is dr adfully dull in 

t e "ospita.l, and pparently t 1 ere s very little clu."Ulce of .a 

~ ield Hospital. It is di~ appoint n~, ·sn't it? I owever if ua 

do get more work 1 tar t ~ill rna_e up, and at r all, being 

h re for he F-.evolution .. ..c,S ee a 1110nderful e erience. .. 1 the 

same it kes m feel as if I " d run a-r~ay ~rom real \!ork. 
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f'om of t Sisters have lost all sympatby and w .te:r.esJG with 

e soldi rs er no • bu~ I do 't feel that way a sorsp. 

always like tlw , and. ~- shoul t ink this -vo d ·)e le very 

est thing for ussia if e.:?terwar s she ·a run by ·the ri0 Lt 

people or person. --· 

The ast oou~ e of aye hav m ol m·ld , bu1j it has been 

re~ fully cold winter - s steady. ---

~ve yth:1 a }ar ntly is .uiet· g do m. and people have ~one 

bac to their work again - 0 ho~~s duty inst ad of 16. ~ha shops 

all close at 6 sharp- :lec;i .ento ee to be marohigg a.lo ·G ir. 

full strength - e. i .ently 0 0 s ack to the:tr barracks e.r;ain .• 

All ~le P.oy 1 J?atronages ro ta .en off or dr~ out o:f every-

t~ ... ing • e..n it is r her ~u..?U , bee use they rer~ a lways so over 

evarythlng before. J)i .. you not:tce it o o of s~eets I sent 

you. . The J! .. pers o.re 

aJ d the things ~bout 

the s orics of -~put 

censo·e for the first tie ·1 Ru oia , 

e :·.omanoff family a e dreaclful. :.loo 

~:ra no o e of t e :prinoip 1 subjects 

of oonve sction. · hereas w~y before h s tal. ·~ed of in whis• 

pe:rs. They even p1 lish p otosrap 1s of him taken 1i parties 

d so o _ 1th wel. kno'l;m wo. e • ---
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.U:os: i tal . 

-· rc.1 31 1917 . 

I ·an't tell you . ,.:Ci my joy l'RS l,...,st nig; .. t to ra 

ce · your th ee letters wr:l. t te on tne 29 l: , 6 h . c.:.nd 9tl • 

It ' s such 4~ long time since I ha 1 ea:ra . he only J.etter!i 1 

d a.s one rrit~ten be£o:r·e I left F --la a. nd one the fol

lovin ..... ' radnes ay . ---

,l 1ava c rtainly bee through e:·~~.ci tine; d.ayc. ~he '\i ork at t .1e 

Pos,ital itself is ~oo d dly dull, en a frishtf1u tiis~ point-

mont 1 elieve . e are -~ot ·o he:VE:l · :~. l~ialo. Hospital -c.ny ~uo:t~e , 

but this ia not quite sottled. I c · 't hel..:> _eelin.c- ·hn.t the 

1 OS:p •tal \ ... goi· g to cloea SOI')n. 1J .. e;J l t.l.VE uO £ T l):ltl.ents t 

t:~I.tl- t >r •:) ~n tly no :a ore aro to sent . ' .. : lEL al thOWJ. t ~1ey tal_. 

of c uc.l won oxful de in _ ~land. . t.:.. ey . em to oor to a.fforc t. 

·the are nece s ties h 10 . which :P-ave most .. o.t~ rally gone up 

1ost u e . · n<1o :tal in prioe . t.; os this j,s the 3rd year of the 

v T ~un os th ame thing applies ver herG. - - -

~he " volution has eally been o c1erfn - so vell manage • and 

£o ' rovolution , quick, le~n nd v ti y. Very littlo eirt-

o:rk. although we h l" n 'I Pnd a: ful tor ... as t;;.l os · ery ay . 

: do wis h trJS.t I eoul 1 r ~ e y , 11ut l feeJ ao muc 1 tha. rJ.ff 

lot ·ers TJ'AY be oeneored,. Yo 1:ra oo a uncenso ,ed . '/or ~ h.'l.S start

ed t.:M::·t~ n ever hera . but _ on' t 1 o 1 -to ~hat e ...... tent . It r mni~_n 

to be aeen, doo~nu t -t? ··hoto r ·ns of .t· ... s::_ ut 1 alone, · nd so ne 

· .n t e IJ i at of l i lady a ire.~ . • e.~r bei.'1G sold on the tree· 
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• lso s · ries o is :tfA , wh:loh I am sn.re if I could 

re .. d , t ould 

_:;v yth is .r£ul1 unse't l · • I~very o.ay there are )r cessio 1Q 

of so diers by :he .undreds , n'a cnin · £ 1.st wit J. tneil ba .. . ~ a.:r~c. 

c· .. rry.!· · od ·ba · ars =nd flr10~ . _.heJJ- a ~· they .,._,re .~oi,lg about 

to i ai te 1e 1)eople o re tu: ·n ..Lo ro-ork &.gain . 

I do so lld X 11l11•t ~TO \"Jill do thiS ~ummer • v·ou lttn 1 t it be 

too lovely if I could only ~e ut homo to eo s meWl1t:1r w·t~ti.!. i/~u , 

do· ' t su ~oQo I could :b..ave le~vc ~ven if I did. 

back 1 .., ·~obably 1 ~On t.z.. t all , a. cl ro 1' stil laVC c~ Cl.L."-1-nce of 

go south and doir.~.g so...: e wo_k '"tt a ~iel "res.Ji r; ~.:>"tat ion . 

but eve~7thing seems so ~ settleli, £~d tle Hospital at prenent 

s s o u.n.seti f a t ry. 1 _ n.ve star .... ed .. uas~<:J.:a l6Scono o.cain a/~ 

·_ e Barl i · z . a d I 1.J.•e it is aa hopales as nho t.ru.~.nd, b ·. 

e firtd it oat g , ana. · ., eve aer.te.il • Y' lo rnt more 

1 'e are peot · g to ear ,J:ny ay of .:j d Sybil' s s.- ~~ iVt.~tl , nd 

then o heaz of }qui re and He _ • ChG' both promised mo toot 

tl_ey uould go :.n s e e yo • ---

~ Jast 3ri y ni ,ht e ou:v Berli tz lesson rrisa stev nson _\.! 

. ~iss Ctu:·ti me us t Hotel J~uro e. where we ho. · diluler. 

It ras he first time tii/0 ~ ·a b ,en here sinca .. 1 Levolu.tion , 

rrea 
.:J 

d all felt better ~,ft Jnrds . Curtis is a il03t in 

.1 rself - quite a charac e:r . f) _e is tl.n a r . ..,i t , e1 d has trs,v~l· 

lod a gre t cleal. ~4he s:.. e_ a ~-e(;.. so o .her in tl ~ ·uilu.s o£ 
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ther wooon and tn:n, rud t_ler· e:..ther litte1 -~ 

en S or in t'" e native hut~ a ~ e ·1 . in · linB ( 1lril1g the ~:eV'Ol• 

:.id I tell 

yo<t1. St. bout 1 :t ·~.~le 

n' unit. · She wao a _Jotor dri er ~ heL she ·1es ui ·~1"' them . 

Sh is a v. • • d is H!l n Jf\:1 '17 nice kit1 t so t:lsnally lo.~~s 
t.J 

about with us. all to t1-:..o 8.iS[;"~_.1 ·;, t of r.1oot o: ho -r :1[;.-iSh ~1::ste s, 

ho t .. 1.ink i eit w ... tti. fro. ~ir,, t: 0 .. t pro ass 0 al to asocia; ·o 

•t.: v.A. D's. 'l?Ley are so jea.lOt..1S of them in ever-t ? .. Y• 

.rus- a v .. l ~a 1!8 e ea e i .. to tell to oot:e and loo::: £!, 

eJ eno:nno p 0 essi n o.: worne thous s o:f t .. n - val" i . ~ 

( 0 ,. h • o .. ers. Thai ea t .. t hey are o· 

their ... !Jay to t~..e b· v I do .. f t for. ---' 
... 

This after oon • ...a el, I ar going ,_0 a pe.r·ty w:l t" _ 

_:.ia s _ rmstrong, 0 .e of he _o comes ery day. <:'J 1e 

1 VS wi 

I )eliev • der collec uion of i ns and Urel s.&·o _eo . 

·ut I will h - ~e to ell y abo ,.t it lat • r he cl iaf attraot~on 

a range fo s Ca; 1Casie - wi.L ... C D.Jld ea ... e. ---
I I c 1 t7i l t 0 oo~.fi yo so e photograp_ls o:. ~:aspu :..l • 

J.J nclos g o ... e o~r) 
--8 p t n'o 11~10 GOu a ~f lc.3. ~1 ese e. e 

tha kin cl t1lD.) :re beinC' sol '1, ounll. the 0 r 0 s. i ... l .. en tt Lis eyes 

"00 ul? ---
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Poi.:roGra<l, 

.l'~oril 21 917 . 

J cW..14-,.g r.:othe 

I !~vo at&. tie'l t\ro letter to yo ~ . and the _ fin

. s.:1ed t1 aiJ i ft 1cL o. hu.r J tJ t T d:ld not "';hin ... the were orth 

pos·in.g, so thought it etter ·o Hnit til. :could write o e 

1· ug and p oper one . )U I n.m sor ~.,. t. t I 

tim o witlout a 'Or • ---

ve let ouc~ e. lcn '" 

1 :.c<J.VC hee ... on niP;ht duty o for al oat two wee s . There rCttll 

is v ry little t;O o, and V;~ ~lsunlly manago to eaa::. get ~J:'l ·1 rn.t~' s 

re t . =t 1 s.r on tog th ,r with ~ I:u.s sit:~ V. A.. D. :2hv-

- ic-~ 'uG eully pas n very qui vlly ... : ot L"Lg ve if. t_;.rill l"..g La.s 

'~mppcned - the Has i ta.l is still joo>gil)_n· along. ~o-r: a long ti~me 

.1'0 convo ··s c i'lc in , but l el,- t\~o sroll ones ha·ve er :i-vo • ~ o 

u · :-<.:.r 1tly it is still go i_ r; on . ---

;,r a 1ear tl1a ... 1auy :-u.riel is eo .i:n.e; out quite ,:,Ocn , bu•t 1 non' v 

O"f het e . it is txu Ol" _ .. o , • ---

.a-vo Ou :vritten to you since before t s day- of 21e p bli. 

fl' ral fDr th :people lle . in t., v "'\ volutio.~ , so I mt'J..St tell 

you of hat . I't as put off o sGver 1 coca io s , for which 

various r~~ o a ~ e g · ve11, u I really think 1. s b ,cq; :1 e 

ar nge ent ere not rtl dy , last i · w~ a on iJh J 23rd (old 

date) . It sta:cted at 10 * , Il' ., nnd all traffic waa stopped 011 

the :Jtreeta. The i(.le lLo were 1 iterally crotvt?od. rith J)eople , 

not only the inha .,_ ta _ ts of . e ·roe; e.. alone , which ·~oul d h£.' ~ 

)een enoug , ut p o >!.e ~ _t ) as ants from very long distances . 
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400 were to be Jtuaied. ~:1 ey divided so ,..1any lll1 for ea.ch e .. is "r.:.ct . 

e..nd .~~ h tlLeJ ev ntuall:Y DJ.) ~et f~ t 1 G Champ ae :::er • ~~ ore an 

enormous square had loon dtt an loa.r 1et off. ~.he oo .... fino 1cre 

oa as stret hers ,. t~!To .~o es on eivLer eide~ an eo ~ -ole :eli;"'" 

overe ith red. 3ehint1 eac.L. o e wo..lltac1 their o Tfl pe.rticru.lar 

wner~, so we could 1: ua11- ell whether t 1ey were vo:rl: .... eo~)le • 

students, se.i ors o:r sol ers . r: "Gre rere eeve a,... 1)a ds, a 1d tha 

eop e sane; as t: ey wal "'ed - : r oi11~11y "'~-1 : " rseilleise. ::he 

c~uietness en or er wa.._, - ea -~- wonc er·2\'!l. =~J.at eo stw. t .... ro• 

cssion went on till 10 n.t .ieh,f. , a I l lie e it was 11.30 

· fo e t ast ono w~.s . t vme a ourio 1 si ·:,. t. e~d for 

~etro·~a ~ whole • on .. nroanio" '! ( J.OlidBy) , Ti tl 'l'lo 

o o s oven or wo do o, 

VI re ell su·,,- oset J..;o e · i~ ov 
.t; 

.. , re ().,nfi. 

eo ::'ro c~"l 1tly. -·:e 

o r;o bac~ to t~-e 

Clu J .. 1)ut as it lap:ve.l be Ot.U' doy ( ·.na.' s , ~:~:~;~be 1
1U • o.: d 

. ine} 10 sa ::I no ...: 1n n t_1a t , s ski '.Jeil over y a ec.u. vro:y . 1: o 

l c 1 vas :)re~)b.ro"' there, so 11Je :; t our o 1 c. the wholo placo 

to o1trse1vos , and tl o e ... ~jo.~e ·t. It \78S u 1 .. iny <lay • 

c1o~ e ' to ~ t'l1e 8 t .. rnoo ... but those peo· le stood t·le:t·c 

fo:tt ours . . t ne time t_ e v ooes'"' ion atop .. ed outsido of o _ 

~ · dos for over two ho ~s. --· 

. has qu· o o do~m .ooze t11& ime being. b"Jt 

evel."' :r ere you eol electric c .. ~.trre ta. anc on n g 1t duty v1o see 

axt h~s n t 1e :. evsl:y. One n g"~1t we he rd s __ ooting, 

eo da eo. _..o the t:tm to pea on of the Lil tia 7oliee 

(you eee t:here are no other olice ft, or a.n"' .~ay that wou.lo.n ' t 

~ paar) rtumi eft up t o st eo"· · th rifle ointea c 
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every o '!1 a d aJe.i - stop ing to "ire . 

to be that s mo o 118d pa.soea t .. n.t wonl ot en r.rer l s c .. c.lle:a.("je . 
it 

The e,o la/then o- ened fir also . i:aey as~· it \7as beii · dr::v 

y ~ woman. .ora aren' kj.lled is~ won r. ~ .. ay ~9t be 

shots , I ~"link. ---

It . e yaop . 's day, :et 1d th itars ana soldiers 

d ~,raot · oally s t _ey 1 ike . o .. never haVi'~le bad any cho:tce 

e o 1.t ru ythinG , t .ey can t1o as t .'CY wish . t is rooll e:{tra• 

ordina • and 101s cv r"Ji;hing. They really do t t ID10W vrot 

to salnte or obey t eir o fica.rs ,, bnd to do t.. ..:.> li le worL s 

_oes )le, r1ich th il c rt~inly dia. be~ore , anyway- . The s _itars 

: ow choose what Wo th y will Jork on , 1d 1 -:ve a Oommi ttoe 

com) sed of _our of themsolvos , u~o ru.l • 9:he -~1ajorit~l· of "'~hen 

thin they ' nt a r ublic, u"v .on •t know w 10 they want; :?or tl e 

. ext cz r. I imagine t y _e a l .... kee for ec:u.eation , an1 al

r~a.dy night clas ee have 1) ,en otc.o.rted . ----

This mornino I ~.ant to a : e .orial Se ice for ~- yo·p.ng eilds. 

~Iis eople live -ere, d I m · tho '"'he 'I 1as here be·r.-ore. Re 

s i _ re~ce ~i tll h B. • of cou.rs • :re he.. 1)een missi . , for 

some t , and now they 1~ e iven up all hope . ~-· 

co.ll d o. t the ~ Ios~'Jit 1 and ( I h ii c 
"'s_eop} left c not sa.yi · 'ti-JL,ti artlt.a ha told .. im to loo1 rno 

.. .:> · I tr · 1 to cet ahol . of h ·m 11y telepho 1e . but never coll.Lc. 

o 1e e this after· oon ne c -11 ~ again, and I ·ot u:; . He ms 

tl.e nie st, br eziest thi· <) - h .:ve t since I mve boon o t 

hare. a .. 1 S CO ut her to \ i · t't:D the :evoluu ·on. J. e s 





met all t~e ern )era of the J~u.meJ and w.a 'bee. to several of the 

s tt ng • . Sue 1 a thoroughl y ice .l' larioan • Jhol som and f\111 

of lJ.fe . 1 d the men hero of this unit are so drea<lful , r~o iLer . 

_ 1y day I woul d rat :r b..ave the "tery cor1 one~t , unpolishe Cfl...l• 

a.die..n or American . T ere s n comparison in feelings or 8.1 nero . 

and at eh 1.1Iml811ly rnen ~ Of course if l ey were anything else thee/ 

\VOltldn ' t be ere - ui tt. g rou _<1. eatinb , and uyin .. o- il"'OnS , Cheap . 

So s lfish a d 1.'\ • .lh n I tl iru of our d.v .. rliJl£; boys . But it 

1s eo appare t that t 1ey mvo not hac1 a 1:ot er and nathor like 

we h ve . I c rtai ly a Tail _g &gninat them, bu it is juot 

bee u e I so often g t fe. l1_') wit1~ hem. .1.J ot t mt they matter 

o e str w t .. e e ~ 1~ , ) :t co~udn't he_u noticing the co:1traet . 

, ... • ..::1 . goes aok to ~lng o es y . ---

'm s e y now you ha~ e eitL :r se n . or heartl. from , Sqt1ire . 

Pet .... ogra , 

:ril 29 19_7. 

rling : ot wr; 

--- I had such n .:.:. ·' erestil ~ :IO_ o to- d -Y. 

There ns er ,t excitement arnonvst the soldiers the Rospitul , 

ecause the 10un d from all "'che hos ite.ls in .. tro rnd Moro ~o 

~rch . or those 1ho could ot We;;. 11- go in utomob_les , to the 

JJ • either to make a mo stration -6 i t P ace until Gernl;;ny 

was crUshed, or el e to a or of aon e ce wlero it wao to be 

t lked e. o t a.~ o ~hi h H ld ene· t t"1e )eas ts t o t . I .... rn 
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la to say t - all · eo tu d heal' o- erstand was not · or reace, 

)Ut t hat etto 

et ill have several of the e _ Nho were wounde(i ill tho ~-:.evolut; on. 

0 e ia p, le; er. o s elso et ooue tr inir"1&; ""~o becor.1e en of-

icer. ..vwo Q>re s londid e f ... or. a ve 

or c ills recruits. e ~o have ~ worl1r:l$.Jl . so y on. see vrc 

hove ell claa e ... retty .:ell represe _te 1. r or "tmately thoy all 

on • t bel: e"U'e , if it had:c' t been fox the . , 

t 1s."G e .. n:y of o~.1.r 1' a ie t vou.ld havo. turned out . ce_, te:.tnly _.ot 

rith t le same zes • mhey wo ~e . t 10 night before till l i\ .• ~ . 

m T · 1 
;.! E'I1' I Si 11 .- • 0 .. 1 :· 

grou~ of of£_oera (w detl) 

__ ere 

UJ:"; 0 1 'Tf;: n. t:l .. ey :7ere to ro h at 8 . 30 , so l ~rent 

over to · ~ got :r. cenor f oo e l)~ c • . eeniun· o .ly 

to see em ar · ., . .:1st end se~ e re et bowe o each one , t:ind 

t 11e. walk with he t t .. le · , a ..... not 1n ·P ·oeessiO.tl . It ~ras 

b tte ly c ld s o Ji 7. an so we va l~e c q t"~ ickl..y ~-.J ee.d. 

d Q ot. uo tho i .. .. crlioh, ~o eone v1Lo aa with him 

tra~oletinb il to :'us si ... .. .~a ~ .?~.!14. ent .... y is not ouch, and uaae a 

very weaL sneec • s c"'_ c • · ok - t l ed u- ncly about this 

> eat war e v.ro a l e GCtcod · · • ~ .. e ... I cou d I ly believ my 

eara :rL.e· he rd him ay , spo !ri.n~ of "' rur; . le tlmt 

.1t1.S.~.. be fo .. fl'_ t to the 
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nation it oul< * an the do fall or an of monarc1 i 1 lla. 

It emod to pl ase the Rusaiu.ns crea:tly - great cheering over 

that, I on t quite , de~ sJc nil. w1~l t~ -ere was c, demonstratiO'l 

there ' · ey pro ced ~ huge fig - er a:rs and otri·L os - when ... che~r 

axrivec . re , ~here ara so n llY stol .. ies and rut1om:s about. 

One is • and 1 t!link the tr "e one , tha.· a. ::-erman \Jho ho.s been let 

out of rison sin .e 1 _:.evolu.tio "orkad treraen· ousl"' amo!'lgst 

t.tlC 11 o:_le for 1e c , end we :ea~ t:1a t one T'agitaont of the 1-uarus . 

t e Volynistaya , .. o ~ e ovo wi"t-:1 11n. J.h ;y· wore one of the 

first to go it 1 t"' 11eo:')le "tl.rino the r evolution. and were "':he 

first s nt ·O the fl'ont . ~L .s G·erma.n e.nd few of his followers 

( hJ.n .s 0_uite t e tri .,c to aid t11e ... er2ca.n J!illb say one day 

ast eek. r ry lit· la nar->e u-S done , ' t a guard f'~"om the 

,tu was sta.tione<t tnere , oo I eli ve that t e demo. st ation 

tJO- da.y w s t o sh tl'l.At mon£:,st the mujorivy here Wf=1S o such 

.Peeling. ...ften ard t_ e;r ,.Jen to the a. We arr vaa quite 

long tine before tho proceso o_ . and .. oei Sisters , e a ~ .llowed 

in . was aw:f\lly :-1lled, cc.n (;Jssu.ra you. and tried to 

picture the oin s tbere lae oonth . In the Ch.ct~ber where nll 

the seats ar · nd a · lal 1 la .forrt at one e d , thEn~e is a.n en r -

os em1ty fr m~. I~ wa~ a_ fe sized portr ait of · t1e ex-Cz 

t 1e only ~ icture in the oo.. • ~the bttl.l ding is very b re a.na. 
• 

· il "'ry . I _eard Rodzia o apeaL , 1othint) of w ioh I 1Jl'ld :rstood. , 

bn"- M ce a::tnl.,.. look d e.. if _ e •,re:re apeeltillf nwst forcibl- , nd 

the -,eople s e e eel nost s .. pathetic . Afte .r s ~- yo .~ u{ n , who 

snid :tl ~as .. 1avolutio -'""sociulist, spo e , J1t 1e was hissed 

an ot a l l o lad to go on - ·1t e ci te .. ne t . rho diff'e onJ.· ty )SS 





(102) 

of peoJile we e a. wond rful ·s i .; .. 1t . ---

I wont to ::!isa !feilds for tea, e.· d as"'~ec her a bott the Cottons, 

and she eave me the address. ~~ unnily enough. t l G u;i.rl ~ho is in 

f i zerland now is r 1a.tec ·~o t em on t he mother 's side • and .1 r 

br her is -in Germe.ny. a na.tur~lized subject. The oranch of the 

f . ily h r are sp~oarontly mos · unattractive. ~rhe wife is 3. 

Je se and doee .. o s ea": any . ~ngliaU, but whe I come 

off duty I :1.1 1 ok them up. ---

I think I tol yo that I w ~S oooing out to b eakfast with n Isaac 

Fre der cl·· ... seas o n • • e lllc . who ~ J rtha. It was a ~eel 

t nic to b wit" h - o full o_ · t rest and h ra ity. . e had 

a e~J c.1ee:r.y little meal in 1i ea~ly hours . Breakfa t is an 

un e·~rd of meal here. A 1 th hops op n at 10 A . :~ . no and 

close at 6. ---

_uesday is to e a · at y, I b .~lieve, A the lst of !· !Jly i ·t 

is to b eel brated by the ,ocialists her - no trains runni c , 

and roba ly endles proc ss·on • ---

:t _le -Iospital has gon down dr .dfully, and 1 ro.n only ho _c ing t. J.a t 

ter ;a y .. :uriel' s show in Lon on it will close. ---

.e .. bel' s "Gana _ n eo. e to-dt:'ly • ... nd yester<loy I got the ' · ·imesT' of 

t .. 1e 23:rd and 30th of hare .. _. I was Host intere~tea. ec t_se t horo 

we.s so much abot.t the Revolut o , and I ha.ve b en so longing to 

_ ow Jhat JOU had heard. It 'lttS a very good. accou.ht. ---

:J,r .e,d is much r to · t tr~t th~Y lw.ve tickets. but the 

oue1tes re sti .1 a; · lly o ~ :ln front of many shops, and es·oecia.lly 

in front of the ticket officos. --· 
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)etrograd, 

Lay 3 1917. 

·arl ing E.:ls; 

s ·till on nig:C.t duty • but expect to come off on · 'ed

nesday. The ork in t he Ros:p i tal ha.s been ery mild, an~ w . 

always anma.ge to get one hour 's e;;ood slee • so it has 1~ept us 

from becoming too ea y, and ~- e nSt1..i: lly h..ve some excj.temex1t t o 

look at on the J avsky. To-ni~ht it looks al uost as if thcn;·e 

wo 11 i b another revolution. It is the pe0Dle - ~rj.nci:p lly 

orlnn n antl sailors - agi tatinc" for a ae erate J!eaoe. It hardly 

s-.-ems credible, but that is ~. fac • 1hila I was asleep • o 

rather trying to slee o- dgy, , lar0 e regiment of soldier 

marched o f with bands an b nnars otc. • for tno front. r,;hs, 

got a won erful ove ion and hur ·ro the eo:ple. 'J.lhe 1st 

of I~ay , although ~elebrated here as a ' beleschoi prasnikt', with 

processions all a- long, ·as very qujet und orde ly. r o1ever 

thi evening at 4UL~er the maids ere very muoh upset bvcause 

they ea id there wore people on the llevsky Gall ins out for "pe ce '' , 

e,nCI. "JJown 11 iih thia Governmen:b · • . ·hen we !Talkc over 9 the l· evs'" .. $ 

~ras ble,ck ri th people - groups collected n.bout man s p eakil1.5 . 

r~ 1ey rincipally s~emed o be v or en that ere speaking. r fter

wa.rds they p raded t he streets · 11 evGning ·until after r!1idnie t . 

I think ·they mf;.ke more noise a.lmos ~ t han du:rine the R ~vo ut ion, 

only of com·se th y are not a l armed. lt se ms <..ioo r.1uc.. rore 

two sided a.ffair t han the -.. evo11tion. 1
'1 en thetl ere Ol"~Outin:S 

nJ)o r.m wj.th .~ill ikoffn ( h ~1inister of • oraign ff .... ir " ). a d !or 
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nl?eace" • some of the tJe_ from o 1X alcony called 01.lt~. 9 1e TJ 1st 

f·nish; Dot with a 1 of you". ':!he soldiers are much o_e 

worled up to~night than they were before. I ~~nut it io pril• 

cipally on ac o t of the me~ we eot i curing the F.evol tio • 

~heg a-.e so excited, e.ncl ta~_e such an interest in everythine;. 

s o mo.n of the others J.::now 30 littlo, t 11f'.t thoy just eo wl ich

ver waif th vvind blo :s. 

~rastorclay rno ning I . ent o· .,_t ; i th a ar .. at bs.s "'et and bou~ 1 t 

lll sorts o£ things for .. uch - honey * c.a:vie.:r, sweets etc. , · e

cause a orae on told ! o that I e raels to Ge:r.•mt~.ny w nt o _~uickl

from 11 re~ When I enquire :t. alas, e.:rter having bought the 

thing..,, I f01lt"'ld that r-~e ..... :rule it t akes three months, an(l vh~.t ·tt.ey 

£ten go to Imgland first, so of course t h..r:tt 'O ld not bo a1 y 

good. I &m bit erl:p: disappoint a. 1 had planned all sorts of 

things ·to send. and tho .;ht it O't1ld. be such a StU"pr~lse. I 

su:_,.?pone it munt l)e true abo 1t ~ ·ool an His ~\on y 1)e ing soon .. 

'ar•od. --
J.bont 1 A . r.: . :~abel saw ever no many · tc1• lo:r.ries rit . soldiers • 

and t .. "!1-ole :z-o ·iment of mo1u ted men ( Coss cks} going do~r.a the 

~.ovsktJ. all arme to thf1 t eth. Just a few minu es a .::, o I saw 

some nore in lor_ies. o 1e wonder wl .e.t ·he <1ay :io GOins to 

brJ.ng orth. ll to th nk tllnt it iu ~·hat ~ ro•German • t 

L nin, bv..sy uai:n. He roa e ilad, or J..ropriso:r!.ed. and since 

t:1.e r...evolution h-.. s r ta.rn d. T wish t ~ t tho. wollid do ome

thing to him. but tltey say now tha.t it ia a f:r.ee countr a d 

tlu~ t he is free to speak. ..,....,._ 

hear no more Hospital nevs - n ver t~.ow Nhn.t th~y are going 
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goins to do . f he sta.ff 1:mil ishes e ery day . I <:_o wioh they-

101lld close do\"m. • and es.n't 1el :feel:tns thD,t t_ .. y will soo .~.. 

r. nT • n • "" 1 1 ;.. y 1.mes :ts conn.ng more recu. ~1..r . y. eo the 13th of .1.'; pril , 

ut ,1ave had no letters for s ·.eh a long t:i.me. The last ono I 

haci \.e .. ~ "'!. ote from you wri ~ ten the first ay ~o1 L ar.d. of the 

ri.tin. 

P :: . i y :r11g rrive '"'... I r.lJ.ao fo:bgot to tall yo-: that in th 

' T 1 ee n of the 13 h 

... arli:Gg :. .. ot '1 ... 
... ' 

• 

sa.v. t e ne .rs of the Ca.naet:tans hav _ng 

I n't it splencid? 

.. glo- J:u.:;sian h spi ~ ~ 1 , 

P tr 3rad, Jttl~r 12 1917 • 

r.:: .. is is j wt a line to end lYJY lov(}, ! hea.r 

trot un r. 1ba.ss:v bag is c;oi · ::n 8 co11p. e of .. 01 .rs . I h <1 2 

le"tern :)rest rday , O!J f_om :r!;l«3ie and one from .rean. JTI.sie's 

w. s June 6th an(l Jean's was Jm:.e 13th, but I r e ceived one 

some tirte e. so f:rom Els · e t ou.gh tt1e ~ bassy o:f MOre recent 

te . They were very bs z o1t sending our etter~ from Vic

toria .str .et, b' it was whel so few bo t :;rare runni ::~ • r~ve r .. 

o . as ~, oyec1 a. )ou·t · t here. be a _use vidently a gooa. an(} 

o h dootora ' ives ro · o, nd . .PA~,ken never even t-mswered . 

.. em. 

I c 't sa~ yet , n we will be leaving , bu-t- in the oanle I 

sent to you , said the 1let;,i ning of Angt st,. So 'lr as I ea...VJ. 
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tell ow we wi 1 1 ave a:> 1 e 22nd 2'""rd. ~ J.ajor · nt and 

ea ~ ... 

• .lC ;rm ·t left t 1e day :?ore yesterilay ""or t he fro· .. G. 

1Jut got ft t- he c., t ·" o v1here t w::t und t hat t heir 

seats re frte xt e up, an ~ :.:e .. el 

e..n I w nt out r a l • \·a wenv to t z.e 

nSt r notal to s e r lBB 0 

ho is hare rep 

~hey me _er L r , a . 0 t1S\iOC1: , 00 tJ O- A i'"' ~ t 

1 he:r at 

es·terd.cy raay .. _. i ~£on-·o 1 C-1 e t~e Club. ~ 

was va - j -t {.. r o t.vi e s. sa.l. e.. rectl 

across ..&. ...... e t 

trea. • :!e sai · few ~o d~ a .P en·nJ.rds, '-l'hioL I don't t _i 

inprosa d anyo 1e V er:\- · "! ,h . I !lea ~ a' o 

fte_ ~a ds we, a d : · el, we 1t u.: o "oe a 

ft my 1alf de. ..... , so 

~Q~~~ hospital -

a oivilian one, rh re 01~a r . i s tra ing . · ~as so nice. 

and )ea tifully olean. --

did. T _ere as B ie "O'r8 e"~i- yesterdey, d vhen uhe ewo 

was given ou·~ t e crovT "'' ov. t _ llet· s c e re • but I 

can essu.re y u t t there are _ll row of _ z so a.iers 

lolling abo t, Still I mus say i· · cert i y GiVen every-

tl_i o e e .. much , et 4 er to e. an i tro .,ra s i 11c,e 

the fig" ting see- nn:ch e_iev tt . :a hear "cl a thera are to e 

i · tr es i inlan _e. eek. ~here we one o the a·l~ay 

for 3 days, a1 d tl t 

eceived ~Yea l. ~~~ 
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NOTE: FOLLOWING THE END OF THIS SERIES OF LETTERS MISS COTTON 

RETUIDiED TO ENGLAND, TRAVELLING VIA NORWAY AND SWEDEN, AND FRO!\d 

BERGEN TO ABERDEEN, THIS ROUTE BEING FOLLOWED INSTEAD OF THAT 

FROM BERGEN TO NEWCASTLE ON ACCOUNT OF THE ACTIVITY OF SUBMARINES 

ON THE LATT$R ROUTE. FOR SOME TIME SHE WAS ON DUTY AS MATRON OF 

THE I.O.D.E. HOSFITAL IN LONDON, AND STILL LATER WAS ON DUTY IN 

A MILITARY HOSPITAL IN HALIFAX. 





.!..· . l: . C . 

- ... l e ander, ~·.:iss . - 3 , 18 
.Arostrong, I•iss . { ... • r~ . • 

p, 

23. 2{) . 20 • 
- 95 . 

( ~ndo- ) 

- :> tes,. :.Li s s. ( -'~Ssiete..nt :"atron . F .H. ) - 54 . 

c 

Bewick. -..':isa. {V . A •• ) I ol. 
orlase, l/s •• - 7. 

ay , ;.:.:.rs . - 25 , [; 8 • 
Brooks, .jr ... 41 . 
_;uchanan, Sir ,'1 or6e . (Brit . L·.nbassaaor) - 6!5 . 
Buchanan , :Ja.dy Georgina. t - 37 

- Carhill , r / . 9 , l . ..~ . 
C~ · at1an , nrL~cess. - 74 . 
Ctu-tis , : sa , ... 94 . 95 
Cyril• Grand J-nchess . - 4:2 . 
Czare itc1 o· ~twa · e . - 89 . 

F .,_ G 
- :-e.:'!ds , - - . - D8 • 

.. eil ds . riss ..... 102 . 
?lavelle , --~r . L.~ . ~ .•. ::. ) • JG , 7~ , 79 . 

1 • 1 { ~· - \ 8 1"'1'5 '-T 7 /:0 Jl 2 
~ en ng . .vr . • .J·.. . • 1 ... , vc. , tJ , "..:: • t:t • 

Green a~ s , : 1 • - 2 (' • 
Grey , .!Ja cly f c:rbi .- 1 , 7 , _3 , 14 , -'> , 24 , '38 , 33 , 3£> . 37 . 41 , _5 , 47 , 

51 , 52 , 6!3 , 60 , 61 , 65 , t2 , f 4 , 75 , '76 , '7 t ,~,8 . 

79 ' 8 ' 8 5 ' 90 • 

·:~ I • J • 

T. -

- -J ~ar})er , -~rs . - 1 6 • 
-r:ayes , / • - 3 . 8 . 
:-en erson ,. ~~t . I on .: rtln,.. . - 106 . 
··eron- .. ell , c.,;ir Ivor - 23 , 29 . 
: ~ eron- ... laXWell , r .. ady. 23, 2 9 . 
~ euan , i / H. - 76 , 78 . 81 , 82 . 86 , 90 . 
r unt ,. . jor . - 106 . 
Ivanovitcl , emetri . - 1 . 

u at1eff ,. -... " 65 . 
,Jefferson. ... • - 75 , G. 

alley 1 - .. ; s. - 72 , 73 . 
x ·t c ener , !?iel : .arshsl 
Lindley , ··tts ... 23 . 25 , 28 . 
Lindle y , :ILr . - 28 • 
Aenin , 104 

J~arl , ... 57 



{ 



-· 

( -nt1e~r) 

~ f 72 f ?1.> f 76 t t78 1 "/ r . 0 t 81 1 

95 , 9ft , 97 , 104 , 106 . 
CJ •J. :.: , SG. 

- C lcolln, .... r. Ian, - 35 . 
:·ao1 ald, :. is • ( L -.tro - in Cl..ie_ ~ •• L . C. ) - :..o, ~D . 5 .. , 57 , 69 . 
_.aroaeaon, ... r . l . l!"' . - 98 , 9 , 102 • 
. . aria ~.:? eo orovxa, J.o ager .... ®press of L1.esi,. . - 34. 4~~ . 
: .. a.rie J avlowa , Gran Duc 1ess. - G2, 65. 
"ic el, Grand J., 1:e , - 9 

.:. 1 c en r , Ilis • - 3. 
i le dorff. Baro • - 6c:..o . 
~ '-urpey , :. :iss (V •. ,.. . 'J • } • 75 , 76 . 8~~ . 95 . 

0 . l?. 
-i nolas , Czar of Rtwsi - 88. 
:1ic"' ells , j s . - 3 • 11, 4 , 16 , 1 ? . 
'Jliver, r:iss . - 6 
?a 6 et , I,ady :.:t iel. - 20, 102 , 106 • 
. rtridge , ~ern r .- 20 . 

~ .~enou , Col . - 24 . 49. 
-·, i nee , Ca:J?t . - 8 . 
r ort · ~tine , ~"~ o .,n ·ess Ol ea , ·- ~ , 11, 12 , 14- , 23 , 25 , 20 , 106 . 
::r to· opoff , -4 • .... ~ • 8 • 
. eeke , · ~ s • - ' 2 , 1 c 5 • 

. [,; 
;.. 

E ~ utin, - , 3 , 02 , 3 1 n~ . 
- edziville , r) i cess . - 40 . 
:obertao , :.iss I rvine ( ~ :a ro ~ •. : .• .r • .. •7, 8 , 1 '-J , l~. , 15 , 18 . 24 . 29 , 

31 , 35 , 48, 52 , 60 , 65 , 72 . ?6 , 79 . 
::·odzia.nJ.•o , :1. . - 101 . 
Ccl e ~toff, Co "' · t .... 5 ., 
c. erge . Crand l .. uc1leOS . - 38 . 
~~ ~;·mo'lu- , r iss ., ( Y. " .n. ) · - 74 . 
( .. quire . _j 'J .- ?6 , 7 ' '79 ., l . 2 , er- , 86 , 90 , 91 . 
· even on , <iss. - 3, 7, 11., 13, 1- , lo 11 l7 ,nl8 , 20 , 22, 2S, 41 , 42 , 

51 , 4 , 56 , 57 , 5 ' 6 I -- 79 , 82 ,. 86, 9G, 7 , 106 . 
<) oker, ~ -iae . (V. A. l . • ) ... :-· , 12 . 14 , 16 , 17 , 18 , 22 , 23 , L5 , 29 , 50 , 58 . 
straen n. ~ I~ · - 72 . 

,.,.. -· -· 'atiaoo , J?ri cess, - v4 . 11:2 , 44: . 
- ologodsky 1 ~ • - 70 . 

os trot in , 71. - 60 . 
al_ ol • .u- . :Ju.gll . - 39 ~· 41 . .7 . 





D.P.C. (I) 

LETTER FROM NURSING SISTER DOROTHY P.COTTON C.A.M.C., REPRESENT

ING CANADA ON THE STAFF OF THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN HOS?ITAL. 

Dear Bob: 

I2 Vladimirskayer Ulitze 

Petrograd 

December I6 I9I5. 

You can't imagine how delighted I was to get your let

ter the other day. It was sent with some others from No.3, and 

they were the first letters I have had. Often I have seen things 

that I knew would interest you and have meant to write. First of 

all many thanks for your kind words about the Canadian represent

ative, and don't you think the heading of my letter is very 

swanky. I put it especially to impress you. My real address 

is c/o Russian and English Bank, Nevsky 20, Petrograd •. ---

I have hopes of being in a Field Hospital in the Caucasus in 

the spring. Our own hospital here is not in working order at 

present, so don't know when we can hope to have a field one. 

We arreived about three weeks ago, coming via Archangel. I can't . 

say the trip was wildly exciting, but the idea of being so near 

the North Pole rather thrilled one, ~s well as chilled. The 

boat was small and we were all pretty sea sick - even I was in 

spots - so on the whole I think I will put the trip down as 

rather drizzly. When we were very far North we only had daylight 

for about three hours, and on one or two nights the Northern 

Lights were too wonderful. After that we saw absolutely not

hing but grey leaden seas and sky, not even another craft until 
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we met our mine sweepers. Just after they left us we very neerly 

hit a floating mine. The boat stopped very suddenly, and there 

was one 40 feet straight ahead of us. The sweepers were sig

nalled for and came flying up, and shot at it to explode it. 

We went to one side, and were all terribly interested, but by 

the time the boats came up it was rather far behind for us to 

see very plainly. We stayed at Archangel for three days, living 

on the boat as the hotels there were impossible. I was awfully 

glad to see it and we all had rather fun. First of all there 

was the joy of terra firms and of other food besides that of 

the ship. Then there ·was the excitement of all the English 

people at seeing snow and sleighs. It was wonderful for me too, 

but made me feel quite homesick. I can't tell you how I miss 

our blue sky and sun here. The last few days it has been 

brighter, and at night there has been quite a respectable moon 

and some stars, but until now there has been absolutely nothing 

to see, not even a cloud. 

I am going to send you some post cards, so that you can see the 

people and the funny little sleighs. Set any of these anywhere 

at home, and you have Russia. The thermometer here is different, 

but I don't think we have had any below zero days. ---

I think the Hospital has had rather bad luck. To start with the 

stores which left England before we did have not been heard of 

yet, and one hates to think what may have happened to them. How

ever everyone is of good cheer and we hope to hear any day of their 

arrival. Then the Palace which has been given to us for our 

hospital is not ready yet, so here am I not having done a stroke 



f 



D.:P.C. (3) 

of work for over two months, but at least I have tried to be 

ready. I have started to take a few lessons in Rissian, but 

as it is like nothing on earth I don't expect to accomplish 

very much. ---

We have such a nice lot of Sisters and especially V.A.D's. You 

know what they are don't you ? Voluntary Aid Detachment, or 

"Very Attractive Darlings", and so they are too. The two I have 

knocked around with all the time are an English girl and a 

Scotch girl. The English girl is from London, seems to have 

everything and has done everything. Before this she was making 

munitions. I think -it was most awfully sporting of her to come 

out here as she has never done any h~spital work. She is an 

s fully good sort - funny and original - and a champion giggler, 

so you can imagine she appeals to me. ---

I can't tell you how cut off from the whole world we are here. 

We hardly ever get a word of war news. When we do it is always 

old and usually turns out to be nothing bu:t rumours. 

Many of the people of this unit were in Servia last year, and feel 

most awfully badly about its fate. ---

We hope our hospital is to be opened for the New Year, and it 

is to be a very wonderful event. The two Empresses, the Czar 

and probably several Grand Dukes are to be present. ---

We hear a lot of rumours about the Opera and Ballet, both of 

which are almost impossible to get to, but I will certainly 

be sick if I leave Petrograd without having seen them, as every

one says they are wonderful. ---

Miss Stoker, the nice English girl I was telling you about, had 
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letters to several people at the Embassy, and some day next 

week one of them is going to take us out skiing, which will be 

rather fun. I don't know whether I will skate or not, I certainly 

did not come prepared for such emergencies. ---

I can't tell you how awfully nice everyone is to me here. The 

Matron is quite the nicest I have been under. Her name is Miss 

Irvine Robertson. Being "Canada", I always come in for every

thing that is going on, and my brass buttons make an awful dis

turbance. By the way, my nickname is "Sister Buttons". Every

one here was sa thrilled with the generous gift from the Canadian 

Government to the Anglo-Russian Hospital. I pretend to think 

it is nothing, but all the time I am nearly bursting with pride. 

I adored France, but in England sometimes it all looked so 

peaceful and tidy that I felt like giving the hedges an awful 

kick and upsetting the whole chess board. London I must say I 

loved. Rues ia I like, and hope to see a g1·eat deal mor of - Mos

cow and some provincial towns, whieh they say are real Russia. 

But I long for our sunshine on the snow, and the wonderful sun

sets and starry blus sky, so evidently after all I don't think 

there is any place like Canada. ---

With very kind regards to your Mother and Father and May, 

Dorothy P.Cotton. 
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LETTERS FROM Capt.ROSS P.COTTON. 16TH BATTN. (KILLED IN ACTION). 

16th Battalion, 3rd Brigade. 

Salisbury Plain 

November 17 1914. 

My dear Bob; 

--- We have no idea how long we are to be here, but 

don't expect to go to the front till the Spring. 

November 24 1914. 

Our camp is seventeen milee from Salisbury City, but the most con

venient Ry.atation is there, and we often go in. Charlie went 

off last night with the 5th Battery, but I have no idea where to. 

Probably to the East Coast of England, and not to the front. 

France, Sat.October 9 1915. 

--- There has been a lot going on in other parts of the line, but 

where we are it has been very q•iet. We have been here for quite 

a long time now, so know the district ver7 well, and will be glad 

of a change of scenery. I had my week's leave about a month ago, 

and had a great time. I called at the Hospital near Boulogne for 

Doss, and we went over to England together. We spent most of our 

time in England together, and found our week flew past, and was 

over before we realized it. Doss came back to France with me, and 



• 

{ 



THIRD SON TO 
GIVE HIS liFE 
FOR THE EMPIRE 

Captain Chades Penner Cotton. 
Helped to Blow Way for 

Canadian Troops _ 

Ottawa, June 21. - Captain Charles 
Penner Cotton, the third son of t h e 
late General WilliMn Henry Cot on, 
adjutant-gener al, who was reported as 
missing after the las t battle, at Ypres, 
is now reported having been killed in 
action and he story of his death is a 
most inspiring one and well worthy or 
the family from which he came. 

He is the third bro t her to make the 
supreme sacrifice in the cause of Em
pire. The eldPs son, Harry Cotton, 
was killed in South Afr ica, and t :1e 
youngest son. Captain Ross Pennf'r 
Cotton, was in the casualty lis only 
the other day as having been killed in 
action in F rance. 

In the Recent Big Fignt, 
Captain Charle..;; Cotton gave his life 

to ~ he brilliant fighting in which the 
Canadians recov0:-ed the lost ground 
a few days ago. · 

A letter f r om the front says: "In .the 
counter-attack Captain Charles Cotton 
and picked crews smuggled guns out 
within three hundred yards of the en
emy parapet-our former parades
and blew open a way for the Canadian 
mfantry. Eac~ ma~, knew that only a 
miracle could savt: him, One by cma 
they dropped away, wounded or until 
killed. Captain Cotton, badly wound
ed, was the only one left. fe-eding the 

I s ingle gun that was effective. He fir-
ed shrapnel at close range at the Runs, 
\Yho attempted to stem our attack. 
Weakening from loss of blood, he hap~ 
pened to see a wireless operator whose 
aerial had been shot away, and showed 
him how to use time fuses. The two 
of them worked the gun until an un
luck~' hit blew it to smithereens. The 
operator had a marvellous escape, .but 
Captain Cotton was never seen again, 
though with the dawn v.olunteers 
earched the place for ms _body." . 

R.P . C. ( Insert) 
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I went out to the Hospital with her, and spent a day out there. 

She is back in England again now, as she is going to Russia with 

a new Anglo-Russian Hospital, which is being sent out quite soon. 

It is a long way to go,but it will be a wonderful experience, and 

she is very keen about it. It is really an English hospital, but 

they wanted one Canadian sister, . and she was chosen. We have 

done absolutely nothing here, except. the usual routine of going in 

and out of the trenches, so I have no news at all to give you of 

the Canadians. The 2nd Division are over here now, and we are all 

formed into the Canadian Corps. I often see Charlie now, which 

is very nice, and sometimes it is hard to realize that we are at 

war. I am now on General Leckie's staff, the 3rd Infantry Bgde., 

and like it very much. It is a great change from the trenches etc. 

I am also a Captain now, which really rather amuses me. 

Very best wishes to your famil1 and yourself. 

Sincerely, 

G.Roes P.Cotton. 





LETTERS TO 

MRS.COTTON. 

JUNE & JULY 1916. 
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r·y dear ::rs.cotto 

canno 1.1 ,ell you hoVJ pleased I am th .. t Char

lie ha.s done .so well. : · s Fa ·her ·101l .... d l.~~ve 1)een so proud of 

him. He ha.a, obtains a Commi si on ·Vor e:alld t conduct in t .. 1e 

hield. and I expeot wi_l be B1 rded he Russi ~decoration 

f 1~ - allan r-7 - one o · 1 .. 1ich was allotted to t e t rtillery fo r 

t 1e ope·rations· a )out - :. res. r e ·was, as yo 1 ·:~ust 

whole of th tit o- r ~2nd ~nril '"O 6th ~.lay .'le eo· ~r'Gantly re-

::>aired t 1e tele:i1-one Wires der the 1eav1est s .. _ell fire. ·.,d 

on the 2nd = ~ay ~e eid partic 1 .rlJ Gblla t work \n1on the vi~es 

w re hopelessly cut by s 1ells uuring a G rr.JG._ at e.ck. He hen 

ept up comm1uaications tw e __ his ba tery and the Infantry 

bi- runninn, etween the tJ un er the 1 e iest shell and rifle 

_ire. ---

-.o y well ba prou f e f'ttumers. Under the heaviest fire 

t e ~ana were laid Jnd ir d, uni tion driven up, a:.fl.d coronnm-

ications tn& ntained, a thou h aij gun practice at Pet~iawa . 

~·"1e weather is ~ erfeot an the ~round now .'Uite ry. I h01)e to 

run across orot thoug . ot in c..n off1o al oa:t: r..ci ty e.s a 

pe;tient . 

ours e.ffy 

~ a '11'J :-- n:r t · 11. 





Dea ,. a . cotto ; 

;: . .. . Canadian corps _. 

25 June 6 . 

::oi 
I feel so/y ur ~rief t t cannot express ow 

my .. eart goes out to you a.ll .. __ 

Charl e and Ross both s eep in soldiers gTaves . CharliG lies 

ui e close vO where he served his gullS to t_. e last . Fai thfu.l 

until death , as those w:_o _ 1ew a..'!'ld loved him 1 ew he trould be . 

~Ii loss to us j.s no re t _1c.:~n I c:q. s y. - e stood for everythi H' 

that was brave and u ri~-t e d steadfast , and emong many ood 

offiaers he was ontst&1tl·· · i n t .tle love and respect hie every-

one l'l.ad :for h · • 

ll my heart goes out to you in your great Brief. 

will see that the plac where h slee s is attended to . a:. <l i .Q 

I can do y l i ttl e hovJ v r s ll - l trust you wil 

let me know . 

';:)lee.se gi e my love to _,ls1 an.il te l 1 r -. ood' s ~or will I 

10 e be recognized . 

Your effea , 

arry Bur tal l . 





( v 

~) .H . 11 . S . 

:::1 :EI G ~' "D , .. UBJ R~·~vz :· ~ c~~ v~ 'J) v ITE MUCH REG ... ~T THE l~E ;s OF 

TJLE DEA.mR OF YOU:£· T'J 0 0 l;; "1110 vrr. .,:' ·rr~LED \;rtiLS~ GATJiui. TL 

~ G.,..,.r,I-~G ~II':i:H TIID CAP~ )l ~ i Lt: J·mrT OI:li.F.Y FO C • TR.Eal EAJ ~sT IE 

E?LORE THE EA H 0 ~E .. ~S ~ T\"!0 l3 -.AV!~ OFFIC · S .Al D D ~siR-' :'ill TO 

CO ~V TO YOU T hlE EX -:.Es ·)10 1 on TH.EI ~ Sli1CEJ: E S I ATHY "JITH 

YOU I YOUR S. ~~ .,Qi"' . 

F ~Illi . 5 VY .PUE E. 
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lst cane it.n JJivision 

19t June /16. 

Dear x~rs . cotton; 

I l'l..ave een :_')tst in~; off wri t:lno to .¥01.1, hopi g 

daily that I ic;1 t h ve so 1e e~inite info :aat on o 3i e re

ua:rding ·' 1 t ~" Jl)e ed c..o Jour oy Chctxlie . I am ~orr-.J to say 

ore~er t2 t noth· -G eertain i ~et l o , thougl I still hope 

we g-ha '1t he ·as ·e ie r) ... is on er end is now in Gart'k.'"lny . 

r·.rhe.n the tta.e too .. t 'l'.~laoe on the 2.n le was i charoe of a 

section of - s i Sa.nctu.nr; ' ood which enfiladed the German 

trenoh e site ottr owl'l lst iv'l . fro t , sanetua. \!ooc itsel · 

be · held s- our l"trd ..- iv • • After "n intense bornbeprd nt 

througho. t e ·Oloan · g he enemy assaulted the position occu.):i.

ad by the 3rd :3.. t n , anft made "_oir way into the wood. It a l -

-=ears that a· t .. 1 s mo ent Ohe.lio d h s guns in ection. and 

this s t .. e las we 1a.Ve 'bee a le to 1ear of im . nhere are 

about lOO e pt~ . fired carw idge cases near each gun. and parts 

of he sights have been ):rol,.o or rem -ved ,. o doubt un 1 r 1is 

ni ection to p event t 

e close a copy OJ. !1 le ter fron a ~irel- ss operator whose 

station ~as alongs 

to aosist in inr; the:n . ~:uo man is the la~t who saw yot 

aon . es far as ue have em~ able to 1iscover, ruu 

you ould li _e to have 't is let"'-e:r now, eapecir .. lly t... tne ·:1a 

is ; h spit i ..... 1 i .:t • lillg e. _c , anu you rnlg.:r wis.,· ... ~o see o com-

t icate ith 11rn . ,ne tLinc; is e · idant .aro· this letter , h ,t 
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C .. 1ar1.:e ke~ t ~ is (.!'t .\s ..1. iri .; · until the Germans VJere Ul)On 1im. 

& et t11e whole of the Is v 'l .~~rt ·11ery is proud of his c;a11antr;y . 

It st be some eo solation to you to know tl~qt he rnet ~~e 

enemy so heroically, holui ·G h: s c;roun to the last . 

i s to offer you e .... =~ your far11ily nw: r1ost sincere syo.:_ atllY 

in tl..e double loss you lu?.ve jt.ct ouf· 0 a . but r am still in 

hope that you he r t hat Char ie is o.J.ivo , ·t11ough a p-v-iaoner 

in Ger 

o not : esi tete to 1 t ... 1e know if there is thi . · I can 

do for you. l shall oe -:~t~ inly ot fail to 1 t you know s h o ld 

any fur her ~rtioulars comu 0 ny knowl e . 

"11 h eep symp thy and kintest remembrance , 

·olieve • 
Yrs very sincerely 

H. O. T1J.ac .. Gl'" . 





.. ear "lrs.cotton; 

Canadian .. 4i .vet:.i ~:tonarJ o .... eo, 

LO -1. e 1916 • 

I have een waitine; in the ·10.._ e of obtail in"; 

so def:mite information rega:rcJ_· DB ~na.rlie before writin0 to 

yo • end know t11at others ... ve wri ten meanwhile. Jow, however , 

i a ~ears cert in that Cnarlie ~1as gone. and ! wis to assure 

-ou of t e sinoeres sym a uhy :f all officers anc1 other ranks 

of tne 2nd Brigade, · 1hich Cha.rl ie 'iV s such a general fHvonr

_te . I regret more than ! can say the loss of ona w o was such 

a e !l. o icer , and ho ... a such glowing vros:peots • bot. mili

tary and therwise . mhe a ticula s of his final stand v1i ·11 

h · s forward section of two s will c,o eou·1 :tn Listory e.s o e 

of the nost galla acts :;orfo:r. ... Ded y e. y c -..nadit:,ns. 

I ourn hia 1 s a ditio lly a a brot1 er Ali)he e t. 

~~y I onfer ou uy s "nee_ syrn ... at y in oss' s untimely end, a'l.d 

I as a you, ... rs . cotton, that n two brotl ers mve done better 

tor for c ada and the ~ )ire t.1mn :has bo n don by your t o 

sona . 

Yours very Sinceral 

J . J.Craelman, L /Col . 

O. C. 2n Bd • C.F,.A. 





nroe. June ... .4: '16. 

)ear l.[ra.Cotton; 

I take t is op.:_1 0J:'"tv.n:tt~;r of \I~Jritin-..) to you, in 

rde:r that I may rela e to on the circ'Ul'JlSta.noes surroundin the 

e- th of yo r son Charlie. I ha e o doubt but that l~aj o~ IJ~akins 

has al.ready written you._ but as I \Vas perhaps the le.st :friend to 

be with him, and as my batte17 ound his body. I know that it would 

e your w sh that T should write eni tell you everyth ng ooncarnillts 

t~e facts of the case. 

Ch li 's dug-out up in the line was quite close to my own. :·:ne 1 

day I teed o go ar und end spen ~ an hottr or so with him. Izy re

lief came the dsy previous to the bombardment. so .. Ghat when I call

a _ on him, I staye prsotic..,lly tl e .rhole afternoon. ·.re tal_ .. eo. f 

eve ytning in g nera.l. main. ~ t e goo cl t inte each of us had hf,.C),d vr -.Cl'l 

we were last in Ott ·a. ~.~y home is the e. I was relieved last 

tiDt ni ·ht. so did not see him aguin. The bombariment stcrted 

early next orning. 

Ohe.rlie was in oharg o· two forward guns, up very close to our 

front lj e tre oh. These & were not to fire unless the s.o.s . 

came thrU. When. it did com he fired all his arnmunition - a.s we 

found out later • 

.. ~s you kno 'I 110 was posted a miss"n • as o one had any news of ~ ira. 

also we liv 1 the _ope t "_e ay h ve beel. vaken prisoner -

over SOO were taken 1:ly t 1e r~ e... ~e. I _ the counter attack by us, 

put in two guns qui close to w ere hJ.a guns rer and. had my 

men look over the ro d, s s to nake aura he d not been killc ~. 

but eo many of our boy we:re ! .. ill , t l t it wa. v ·ry har to 
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identi· t_ em est r ay tw of mJ 'boys fotmd him, very close to 

his guns. Ie had evidently fi ed n ..... l hia a inm ·.t on and had start

ad for the supports 1hen a shell struck him. Charlie's hea was 

almost completely blown off. ...;.y rne:n uried " i 11 an. d. put UJ) a C os s, 

so that later his ~~ajor can inontify the spo~ and nmke a suitable 

grave. 

~hese a!'e the facts. tSrs .cotton, i brief. I am not oa:pable of 

expressing my thoughts as I would like to do, as I have lost so 

many friends lately that it in be~i ine; to have a. slibht .ofect o 

my nunderetandintf • 

On his 'body we found hia ri g and B fe7 other e_fecjs w1io I 1avo 

l~nded o~er to Ii jor Fakins, and ~hich I trust will reach you S'fely. 

Cl :rlie e.nd I. although not gre t friends. kn · one another for 

neny yaa.ra. 

I rememoar well s~eing him il Delori~ier Pa k , 4ontreal, when he 

1 had j e·t stepped off the tr .in fro n Tfanoou: er, ill 1914. v e went 

thru t e ranks toget r • a.."'ld were in the same fiGhts out her too. 

It is eo he.rd to see your friends go, as for the .· .. others my i : glish 

is far beyond ·Joris o:r me to xpress my thoucht~. 

I expect to go on pass in w ew w rue and would i,~e vary uch to 

cell on you~ Cha li e~ I 1a such long t lks ~ogether JUSt e

:fore he was killeu. ... feel ha hi t.lother ght lilte to lmo · 

something about them. 

J..y heart goes out to you, _r; e.cotton, please accept my eepes s;y n-

Gerald Itanson Davidson , ~ ~iaut. 

e vy ranch I:owi zera, 3rd c •. i • Div' 1 ~ rty. 
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5th .. )a.ttery, 

2nd J~t11lery Brigade. 

st Canadian :Division. 

J 27/'16. 

ear ~ r:r..., . cotton : 

On ' uesday nir.;ht ~1e brought Chsrlie' s bodJ from 

Se..nctuary woo~ .. buried hi Ue _es (July 26/lG) in the same 

cemetery as his broth r is • 

I [Ta,s able to take out all his old .... rthends from the I~atte~J , e .. ncl a 

great ny from other battari s also attended . v:e nm.rched behind 

the gun carria.e;e from the Wen Tines to the Cemetory where Generals 

Thscker and Burst 1. Cols •.. ~itchell , .2enh:J.1G , c eelrnan e.nd. Anderson 

were waitin ith a fir ng party o_ fort en frorn tre 15th Bttln 

( 4 th highla...'tldors of Toro·. to • 

Lt . col . John lmon eo· d "C -a e ~> ervice. 

It was t· e most touch ng and J.mvr"'ssiv service I :1a.ve e-ver a:ttended, 

... :!rs . cotto , All of. us toot stdlod t _ere tad lo t an old anc:l triod 

friend. ·le ell knew him as ·re rlien , uu · w ~ all :r.e~=tliz , that we 

were thare to ay our 1 st r spects , to do homage to , one who had 

more than done his duty as a soldier , a. ho e fight 01 Tul'. th .. 

e cond ~ill al '!S a b r membered. 

A long eJJ th, Fifth i C( out her , ·the ra a will 1) J most aarefally 

te de . I:' th).e it?! nytllinu 1 Cc.: o,) a.~se let me Y'..now , ~ rs.Cotton . 

Yo1 s iaithft.lly 

t . x.r. . kins . 

~- jor . 
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Corps 

Jt1l- 3 191 • 

:tear ::rs.cot n; 

T mt rnont 1 shou~ !)CSS itLont my writi~ l YO"'l 

a o t Charl ie s ems very 1m.Zi a . I f ,l t for ..., 1 ong t me hot'J "ve1• 

tL.at tn re ;vas a ways still s e _ o::>e . an r fr" inod fro .. vrri )i:nc 

.D . om da;;l to dey • t ou:,! _ere w re 'i.a· days on 1L1ch tho rht of 

y u and was prompted to ~ri e. ~ith eve· !~ ~ fo tion I Lad. 

I knew ho~~ er tba.t 1e 1st J)ivisio .: rtille r ~ e e doing a.ll they 

conld to get inf rmation, a.nc to l .. ee~ you in_ormed . I "Vas glad to 

b able to help them artar t · e 13th, when in o ,.. e tensive cotmter

attaok we ~d capt e a umber of ?-iso ers. all of vmo~ pe~sed 

under rrr; han in Intellige ce. La we 118 previously failed to se

cure a:n:y in:formati , end as or J...1e perio l>etwee June 2nd and 

13th, the place where he gu s ere was J.n '.ct o ·~an's JJand'' we could 

o ly wait the oppor it to g t b ck to the place after we 1md 

iven the e~ ns back, or gat information fror11 pr sone s. 

It was an increasing isappoi tment to see ~hat ay after clay as vie 

kept on interrogating prisoners we faile to get Bny t_ngible inxor

rnation ~.ich would show what he,u become of the guns and 'those rho 

served them. ~inally as you can see from the encl osed ext:ract fror:1 

my Cor· sI telligence Summary oft e l.th , we h to e droit t.1at e 

oould.X learn not in · definite. I tl...e meantir11e I hud tre.,ceCI. t'ro 

so ces of infor ation from . n ho had worked y Cha lie 2 s cuns 

until t :n e last. One , a gunner , · only ~eco iscovered . I was 
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a le to get in touc:1 uith, 1 ut the · ··iviaional ~ .. rt llery o.of:l.ce 

did, l understand. r: e other iila~ 8 ·!Tireless chap VllOt1 Clmrlie 

pressed into service, w"':tom got trv..ok of · ne next day ( 3:r · } , 

a.nd got ... osa 1n ·ou.ch wit 1. l ·_. e (the wireless) wrote fro_ 

'"_os ital to his .c., ~ l8jor . ill· - . s .. re I Corps J ic;na s), and I 

enclose a copy of his le..,ter he e 4 

• • :~ou o:: oour e w:v, bee in 

tone 1 w· "l h ;, r;lf ~. 

as ho in aGainst ... O)G 11a:~ V! · , i:;ht ind , tr~_ ce of CL.e~ .. lie 

somehow- until a few days e o w1en his ody v1as f'o1. ail : .f:'._ o 

eo se, and as bnTiee t1ere. ·· .a-s. _~ sanon • 1it1 r1~1o 

in eo -nmicetio • _ ows details o:~ t 1is . 

I 1_ ..... \re been 

cannot fin · ord.s to exp_ ss - ·eel1nc 

He see ed loke a yo 1 a .. )roti .cr, and t 

bout Charlie'a loss. 

y ~i£e and I have been 

ve y fo d of hi r y rs. .he I hink howe r how he died - i..o 

t .. 1 good Lord 'ha to take _irn ~ this way - I :feel t · t his great 

., eart and his ea tiful ch~.r cter q a .... : s great stea Z st devotion 

to uty et aye 7 t" to 11a laet. I is certain that he fottght 

ie two guns until t e er ns :vere c.:.ctual_y o 1 him, only 5 or 10 

yards, and ·11a1; waa the en:t~ :N o }1 at 17 of the Britieh r rmy \Vith 

a.ll its tra .1tions, or n _lis ry of ur young Can dian ." rmy could 

diu le a finer act, or a devotio to duty wort 1.-:; o a soldier t s 

son, or of e. lo tJO "crf-11 1n0 of horfle exanr la in his oplend.iit ~:> iri t. 

feel in 1"'iS loos th t we 1ave lost o·1e of otLr bes"'~ younc offieero, 

_d everyone c::::rees wit 1 e. 

I is }1BT now to tur to . he otLer -x~.r o:,... ·]1o story 0 n our loss -

·l)ollowing so closely on lio' o, e.. d eve 1 trhile ev r~rtLinc; 17S.S 

~o uncert in. l was d.11 __ o r..o 1, ao 1as eve yo· .e . .Jo, .:he .. l I 
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eard of Roes' dea -· · 've yona love hin an irad him, and was 

.2.2, • terest~d in .. · • d lo ked o him as such a valuable and -
promistne young sta~f of ioer. ew day efo:t"'e • I \Yaa with the 

new d 1J e w re talking to ~ .. oss . 

_he eo C om ' dr . _ ene.r o V o~l .. 1im. antl har rue tell hi 1 a out ~os s 

a t a e .. o t Cl lie . r- c1 _ate:r . s _)ro ~o1.m .ly to :tC1" d y J:oss' 

deat 1 . 

, e burie Ross L it cl cemetery. So t - :eot of P., \lhore so 

nanJ of his comrades lie i peace . ~he 

o it - a · elgi J 

: -)ronou.n d List a oo:r} , a d - aov~dn ' t help bu tl le of it as I 

stoo .4-o __ ere by t o c;ra tl~t autiful ~ aturd y afternoo (Jnne 

1 7t ) , b _ e ea. ea. i · t 1 ig t eos , all stil l and quiet - j st 

the .. ir and the wind sof ly rustlin._, th l eav-es n tl_e Q! 11 

t ecs _ear by. Alongside arc ~:et~y fields and gro as of all elms . 

a a vJinding roa t11Ltt a::ter t _e war 11 1 be " :road for many of 

us to ~o to th e: rine ~" ou:r :f len h roes . 

n eepest s~ p t y rema ... . 

ot s ery a cerely 

c .:I . I ~ i tchell 
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Canadian ;rmy Cor_s 

Jtlly 27th 1917 . 

est.1rday, hnvj._~,.. secured Char ie' s 'body fro_, 

::Ia.nle Copse • we had a ft, e~ el to Ly ment 1oek Cel!lete:cy - t.11e Ss.tfle 

one where Rosa is 1.1ried - ~,~ _d 1nu-iot1 him there not far from · .. oss . 

It was a full rnilitary .1:' cral 8 6 -' wit l a r:;u .. n carriage und - •··- . -
a firinr:; party ·ro t_1e fY· . . .. mho re wer r:n1 .. officers :_1:rcso: t .. 
mostly A tillery. f.l.enerel "1t1.rstall e; d I v1ent <1own : l'OrJ co·:?s !I • · .. ~ • .. 

Again rith kindeet reeards ~1d dee)est sy ~ tJ~, 

ollrs sine rely, 

C . H. : itchell. 
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July 2 '16. 

~;.~ ctear !cLra .cotton; 

have de r:. .. ye -v ri ting you £or many reaa n.s. 

chie ly I t 1-- nk fro senoo of .o wan ing to intrude a ·1essage 

t is t · ._ ~hen 1 so well l I Lo·v li tle comfort ~~o ca.t- re

ceive from a sympe.tl v exprosoed ·· wortl.s . ;-Jtill i : t 10 tno r~hts 

e d ~tishes of me o t her c ld i so · 'lay lic;lr'cen the bnxc1e 1 f' 

yo r rie£, yours i!Ol'l~d surely be lesse ed. for no.{· since v e firnt 

aane to Flanders have - c e suo1 widespread grie~ as l~to been 

caused by tLe sacri~ice yo r s have ade. 

~o e .oss o ton 1as as ~ ~oun6er brother. any indeed claimed 

that sense of olo~e eo :teshi:p 7i tL h , for of 11 the yo1u.1cer 

o.ofioers in t field he t1 e :> • .:;r;est, eat soul, adll ired by 

al fo:r his c eerfulness an c tra0 e . e er lmew him to fail 

in his uty. I v~ te to y because a year o - end often since 

he raa e me promise I vv uld, jus to el_ yo'li ~ o· B he F::~.:tlY who 

~oulu write, how uch you ware is ·1oughts ~indeed much of 

hie inspiration s erned to c rne f_ om you. ·.e told me once of how 

c;-ot and he want oft in a boat • 10 ~, you ro ed im, and how ho loved 

t c 11, and of other inciclents 1hic , i: I 'n spD .. red to retul .. n , j ... ou 

nmy siva e an opp ~tuni~y of reciting. 

I wr..,s t"1e last of his frionds vO ta_L w1 th "'1im. onl~r a few 1:1inuted 

before his d ath. -:re a11c.. Lieut . c"lS passed _'le on tho roa , and 

al 1ou~h their us ineea wao :moot t rge11t, :\os s rec cnizins . J voice, 

rei over • took y old rw.nd · ·1 h s. and was in hio most chea. iest 

a _d e coura.ging moo d. 1 ex it· ' Gapt . ill in s o.nd laid hii.'l i 
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the oa oasket we d built- o t~e oasket a cross, for Ross cot-

to was , t'"' disci-)le oi· t1e lonely Jazarene , I k:nof.F thet, for 

! knew t1 e 1 eart o ~ the man . CL he e:t:_;roesion on 1 is face was a 

smile, e.n a someth ·~ , ·11 ic 1 -)lai ly said., I. I tm.ve conquerean. 

I have see it so often on the faces of our men v ho 1ave na e tho 

s1. p erne sacrifice of self. It rnust b , t . .at they lmo ~ much tha:u i3 

iltden from us. 

I did not .. t"~ehd the ft eral. It We~ a ~onderfu1 tribute to your 

son from the G· . • C. to his se rvs..nt, and our pipers ·rho all ~ ew :un 

and loved him. Instead I went off to an old ear en where l·~ c~-'; 

year we d bot~ B)ent a fine afternoon, and I thought of him as 

live and not de&Jd, and so he is. 1~en teJren like your so · do not 

die in the hearts of men, nd that reall is the oecret of lifA. 

Your son pasaed o "ust as e is 1e<1 to, and with that splenctid · 

faith in hims~lf and God . ~~ ich has made his sacrifice a11 exam?le 

and inspiration to 11 who ew him. 

I cannot eay more - not o ~ - for you se I 'm not onls ettenrgting 

to eo ort you, ut surely you can see that some of his fxiends 

need comforting. saw etro g me _ wee!?, and why not • for we all 

loved hm. 

I ~:tsh 1 knew more of you:r ot·er son. I hod leas o:P·ortu.nity to 

ow .1im - but I lmew 10-1 uch he ~~a~ valued and wnat splendid 

work he did in his Battery. 

~-our grief is great, but your ~ride i~ t~ ir sacrifice must be 

greater . 

:.;or ive GO disjointed a letter. n1e write 1 er di£fiot1.l ties and 

our hearts are badly torn. ,till MO shall go on, or the obli• 
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g tion to do so grovm daily greater. 

·: · t.. assurances of .~ - esteem. and admiratio fox your cou.:r c;e 

in ) a.ring the bu:rdEFJ. of your 

_. ou.-rs sincerely 

{Capt. )' 
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3rd Can • n I3gde . u.-· rs . 

C.E.F. Franoet 19 6/16 . 

1 ear ... s .• Cotton 

!ill you ellO\q Le to exte d tc you and your f mil-

my deepest sympathy in the loss _ ,-our son in the recent fightinu. 

I , personally feel his lose acntelJ;r . ~~e was such . briG~lt , love

able boy • and was always so at.&..entivo to me. 

b :reryone who kne\11J him loveil him, a d he had the re:3pect of c. 11. 

could see t .. t he was feeling ·his brother's fate intensely . F.:e 

asked me to allow hi to go J.nto t.11e first attack with his regim

e t , b lt I ould not allow him to, ae his ordinary ork roe q_-uit c 

~_azardous enough . l e was a.lways keon , cheerful and bright , and 

anxious to be useful. ~he op_ortnnity arose during the first 

fighting £or him to take out an offi er!s patrol , to gain certain 

information , which he did very creditably, 

L"l.l.ring the seco11d fight ins I sent :-.. ieut . sachs t the Brigade bomb in 

office , with 40 rnen at night , on a. certain pieoe of work. and the 

boy asked if he could go too . I had a1 sys told hi l woUld si~e 

him wor_ to do , when it was needful to send him. and l oonsented . 

:o1 know that the ee.me e1ell killed both him and Lieut.Sa.chs , bo

sic.ee other casu.alt es . 

Hin grave lies ~bout Et, mile from ?operinghe , i:a th of'ficiE~l cemet

ery , near the French hospit Jl . Thore are r~~s and rowo of orderly 

gravoo , from an ~arl to a _riv te in thi~ cemetery. Tie had a full 

_ ili tary funeral , with many officers )re~ent , and with the wierd 

la ent of the pipes , it created u. scene that 'J·ill ive in one's 
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memory I have seen too many of t hes , alas, of late, and in the 

e2trlier stag s of t e war have had to bury ~"ny a brave lad m self. 

His grave is r.icely covere • and it bears amny wreaths of roses 
and. _ o 1ers . 

· :e arc all hoJ!i o tnat you·~-J other son w ·11 tu.rt" T"J in os
1 

i tal or 

elsewh re ye·t • 

Delieva ne • 

.l\.4ost s no ere ly yo1.1.rs , 

G. s . n r or 

.. >r ig-. Gen . 

Cmdg. 3rd Can' n Brtgade. 
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~anad~an ~cottis1 • 

France tme 23. 

ear :.1-rs . c ot to • 

_ im so very wel _a lil ea , _iD so rnt eh . 

war we had live .. toc;ether ·whe o aut~ in 4anaimo. was a ood 

deal older , but tJe 1ero the ·e .... e)r s o£ frie as and I thoucht so 

m11ch of him. was s uch t: eo oil soldier, it seemed born i. h i 11 

and he woul "tave d ne so vrell il th futrtre if l e had only een 

s_ ared . e :a 't the sli.:...~ .. t t -Pear ~ __ wa.s rea y uo fJO anyvJhere . 

~ ~Ve12J-one t hought so much of hi 1, a~1d 

· ons of regret we e heard . _ .e was o.. crooc1 boy, elean lived, e, ... a 

took eare of himsel • I c .,...ot rev. ize t ~ .. 11 ·that he has gone . 

~~ buried iin near )operingLe ..., tho pipes a d s were there, ana. 

e firing arty. T ey fired the t ea volleys anu the pipers layed 

a l a ent at tha ave. e went t- ) !t'l...n salute anti came away, and 

left him there beside five other of o 1.T of icers. I have l os-t 

one of r.w very est friends. 

Yours fait~ 1~ 

Lieut-Col . 



• 

• 



.. Jea!' r:rs . eo .to 

., -t:1Jst .~oo e, 

Ca.nford Cliffs," 

Bourne outh. 
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21: G: 16 • 

I have jua"t heard from j. • aj or Clark- I'"ennedy tho sac1 

eNS about Eos • It seffms too terri le to be tnle . He was ~y 

bes friend at the front , so you kno how deenly I feel for , o • 

I never met a boy with £. ner c'hnracter o t.1. nore loveable 1is)on

it1on. ~more perfect officer could not be oun • I seems t1c 

best are lways tak n. 

:Please accept my ee.rtfel t sympath..y for y u in this hour o..? great 

trial. 

Yours very s oerel 



• 

• 

' 
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18th ~une 16 • 

. ear Hrs . Cotto • 

By a st anB ooi~c_de ce I was one of the l ast 

officers o see your son ~osa on t he 13th of cinne, and I aru ta inb 

e li erty of ·rri ing to yo"U .. to g:lve yon the particulars of his 

deat" • 

· now oomm n ing t he 4t 1 atte.lion, a d 

others on the 13th of June. Thst night F~oas c n to my hcndc~uarters 

with another o £icer of the 3rc1 ric· de .. taff. to go out wiJ·h t he 

. om er~ of tho 4th Bs,ttalion on ~~ special piece of N'Orlt. ~l1o o:1c ~-

at on w~e quite " Simr>le one, here seemecl to "')e very little 

head.que.rters . in t 1e l)est o~ er int it, and they 11 left 

ar-ri ts. On their way u.p ho r1 . er· !>..ey he.d to or os s a ·1iace oi' 

grotnd w~~ch was bin~ hea ily shelled. 0 e shell thus landed 

close 

kille 

o the p .r y, whic1 

or oun e sev al 

o de d B 1 the of·'"'ice:rs with it, and. 

:f? th n n. -qoss was strnok in the 

back ~Y a piece of sh 11, which apparently penetrated the lnne, 

and from whet the men s .. y he was · roba" ly hit in other places as 

well. -I retained sufficienv stre. Gth to asl"" them 1.f he was badly 

11it, anc1 to ear him out. T ~ey s coeeded in gettin{;.) him i to a 

trA eh near y and star ad o bandage up his wounds, but he )ecnne 

l~ncot scious in , anu died in a out hal an ho r from 

~- c ~i.ne he a hit. I a.tt :1c ec his funeral yester a , and t:1ere 

1are a ifestat:ton~ of sorr · fro:r1 t .. 1ose present 1) 1 always li ad 

oss from the t e he joined t~ e 72 d. d I know how wall h "tJ as 

t~hought of in a 16th antl o the 3. Briga 1e s·teff. I do not 



• 
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kno uch a1)out your other son, ut from what I hear . e was oltl 

e .. few yar s :from 1ere t;.oss ~as killed when he was last s en. I 

ho:r1e you ooy ye have ne s th :-c he is a risoner. .. ut even shoulcl 

both of them be go __ e you at leq.s· mve t_le sat isfac~ ion of lmowi·1g 

that they died in the exec 1t · on of heir dt. y, ana ·f'ro who.t I 

lmo of then! I am atJ..re tha t ey ·t 1e Jselves .\ o lid have esired no 

other end. 

snring you of my <leep li,; • ;1athy wi tl yoltrS lf and all efOUr fa.1:1ily, 

I re • 
YoUl~s very sincerel 

Vi , r: .. a ."ejor 

Comd 'g 4th Canadian Infantry Batt'n. 



• 

• 



:.:y lear :usie; 

lat r1gaue c .P.A. 

ls c .nn.do. Division. B. :~ .F. 

1 - 6 - 16. 

! f el so sor~ fo ·o 1 all, I t hou.r;ht I 1VOuld li~re 

· o wr1.te and tell JOU anJ-t 1in .~ I c of .. -.oss and Ch rlie · 

11 ve 11 ard not ing o.efinito of eh~ liA ezcept of how splendicly he 

go his b'"fll"!B into ac ion durin0 the first G·arman at ank, bu~ e) 

ieut. ar ld 1atthews of my atter is .so m·ssing, I have been 

prison r ·re got on th 13t said they lw~d captured several J, rtil-

ler-y of'fiae s on the 2n · of Jtme . _ h re a:r. ~ 3 Can· .d. an Rnd 1 =~ng

lish artillery officers missing, bo "le ce..n hop~ to he .. r good news 

o Char lie yet. r met Ros s in a comr Lmic ion ,r noh ~hout June 

5th, and .,d a :fine cha.t wi _ hi !1 . He w··.s so proud of· Charlie ',; 

gro t fight, 'but fal t so ·o .. ried -b u yot r· mother's is tress w.1en 

~·ou hea \. ho was r1iss ng . r.ose had. just v.:..sited tl•e 13th and l6t • 

10 rere du..., in in very uncornfort.n e mild wit 1. only oold ully B.nd 

biscuits for three days, t t . . e~· were ~o chee:r-y. Foss se.:i.d '·a.r~ • nt 

th y uondorful , just crazy to go forwar , :::tnd f course tnere is 

10 doubt about the result whe ... tLey do eo forwardn• and of course 

the e asn't. y went ri. ht through vhe (~er _ lS • 

Lieut . Ht, ··ck , ono of o·~-r o.~..fio~n:s, ws.s 1.;1t the Battalion H 11 • the 

nlgbt Ros 1J as killed, and he t ls me t at there wa. one sp t in 

our old ·ront line t1tat the uj ~ ere ntill holding, an t _at r-~o o 

·ent ' . .~ut loading a arty of 40 bo.nbers e.nd 2 officers to have t1 ese 



• 

• 
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Hm1s driven ont. Ye says r oss was great and so cheerful a..'tld c;nvo 

he men su.eh con:.?idence thav they all moved off on very serious 

duty sure to su.o oee et. It was ~P -,re .tly !lovinG u:v "'eo the front 

line that the shells got the · • I have no·v s e _ anything of -the 

3rd Briga e. but hen I I si-;'"11 ~1n o·Lt ru1ythi P' I can an 

wrj~to ;you -,gain. rott hEtve no don. t he rd from some of Eoss' closest 

f1•icn s • bn:t if th :re is an thing I can do 'f' or you. , let me know. 

1 E-hall do my 'beet in e--'fery possible ~c y . I ' m afraid this v;j_ll 

be an aw· 11 blo ·J to you c. 11, · ·lsj_e. a tl 1 f ~ , ss everyone does • 

very sorry .Zor ., ~s. 0 ot on end the fami l y . J_Jveryone is talking of 

C ·. lie nd F.oss d ea~ inr; that no t o bro·thers · ave 'done bet uer 

in ".;he ~ • un:) how C!ld it is t1 t ·hey should both g down in 

th same t le. 

'ul af aid it will be very sad or you to re ·.d tLis , o1~t I feel so 

sor J.":f .. el , f;..nd yet so vroud of bot .!. 1~oss a.nd Charlio . that I 

t houf'l'h 

ho:pe 

I feel 

I must at least rri e ant. of-Per to do ~nythine I c~n for y'iu . 

ry is S.S [:;OOd , CtJ::t.rosponden.lv vi th you &.S n}le is rti th n • 

kno" all the nv a 7hen h :r 1 ttvrs anive. 

Sincerely yours 

Donald .~ .Wh te . 
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--- ~[rs .Hodgson has been in Toronto lately. ancl she has just tela

honed me this inaid nt~ 

he ~as coming o t of FJS.ton' s on to , .ueen 

St ., and as aha sot to the door she heard a man on the street call 

out t:e n me of Cotuon Of course it arrested her attention ~t 

o:r_ce , a _a she looked to ~~e w1v-'\re the l!lan aa. It was r:~ ~n~.,n . stend

il'\"" in ...., notor - recruiting. !~ bou-t fifty men and boys we:re stand

i:r..vJ around . She W-!:'~i·ted to he£Jr w.w t he ht' 1. t say. and ... .Leard t 1is .... 

''" ·~en . yo~ have c:1ll h ard v·..r.t 'T ou:~1.n· Ct t 'ior.t o..:.... He ~=r~uck to 11:1-· 

g,_ ns e.nd 6S.Ve up h s life tha · 150 of his 1ae· coc d be save • l~o 

bl'b1T~r deed h~a beon done ::.urine this warn. T~n.en he went Oil, urging 

rrJ~.s. to .,nli t. l-ll'r.a . H .• saw 5 go un - fine mon · 1. ~-~rsF. uays ( .. he 

're.s rnuch struck by t ... 1e feel i.nc; in the 1nan' s voioo when he S!io::e 

of Gha .lio. Char lie's bra e et will never di - it l:l.&s J?I'01)abl· 

bP.~n. the means of iJ}any hlen enlisting. as I 'xn S"tre : lee • s :xanr_l 

h8Js b en the incentive to 1 · 11 1 ere . 

T~i -. is ~urriedl .. ~rrit-=ua , a I 1as just 'O:lll0 to post my lt1tter. 





CHARLIE COTTO • (Insert) 

EXT CT FROM "CANADA IN FLANDERS - THE OFFICIAL STORY OF THE 

CANADIA:r EXPEEITIOHARY FO CE". 

BY LORD BEAVERBRO K. 

THE BATTLE OF SANCTI OOD . 

---nit was during the general retirement from the east of Sanctu

ary Woo·d that two of ou:r guns were lost. Those guns were 18-pound

ers, and had been brought up to within 400 yards of the front 

line and established in gun-pits. They were to be used only in 

case of emergency. as their fire would be sure to disclose their 

position to the enemy. Owing to their position and purpose they 

were lmown as "sacrifice guns". Lieut.C .P . Cotton, of the 1st 

Divisional Artillery, was in command of them. · 

A German aeroplane found these guns on Friday morning {June 2nd}, 

and particular attention was immediately paid to them in the midst 

of the general bombardment of our trenches end posi t:i.ons o !iieut ~ 

Cotton's gun-crews suffered, and he reinforced them with Sappers 

James E.Hood and Chambers, who were in charge of an emergency wire

less station situated within a few yards of the gun-pits. 

Cotton opened fire at 1.45 in the afternoon, and, assisted by his 

three survuving gunners and the t~o sappers, continued to fire 

until the enem came over Observatory idge to within a few yards 

of the gun-pits. He then ordered a retirement. Sapper Hood rush

ed into his wireless dugout, destroyed his instrument, and then 

escaped with a bullet through the bone of his ar~. Lieut.Cotton 

and the others of the gun crews were not so fortunate. They died 

near the gun-pits - they and their guns having served their des-
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TH BATTLE 0 2} • 

pe ate purpose to the end - and so they too made the great sacri

fice." 

UOTE: THE ABOVE EX P..ACT TO BE FOU AGE 182-3 OF VOL . 2~ 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE LETTERS, DIARY AND Th1EMORANDA OF MAJOR HARRY L. 

PAVEY, C.A.M.C., M.O. 60TH CANADIAN BATTALION, B.E.F. 

September 28 1916. 

Dear Ina; 

You mentioned in a letter some time ago that you hoped 

I had kept a diary at the Front. I had not, but I had the dates 

of our different moves, so that when I reached England I filled 

in the rest from memory. Of course I could not write all, but I 

trust you will find this interesting, and keep it as a recotd of 

the doings of the husband whom you so bravely allowed to go to 

the front in the service of King and Country. 

"You men who have returned from the front never seem to have much 

to say about things and conditions over there." That remark 

has been made to me many times during the past month since I have 

been home in Canada after two and a half years active service, 

(six months of which was spent in France}. Well, the trouble is 

a cgap hardly knows where to begin. Re does not know how much 

time the enquirer has to listen, or whether to start his story at 

the beginning, the middle or the end. He does not know whether 

to tell something startling, something sad or something funny, 

so he just says, nThere is nothing to tell". Some of these good 





H.L.P. DIARY ETC. ( 2) 

friends are probably interested, and would like to hear of what 

one did and saw over there, and I imagine a few of them are dis

appointed when one fails to break forth like a volcano and pour 

out molten facts and volumes of hot air. It is for the benefit 

of these few that I venture to write these few experiences, which 

occurred to me and those about me, while I was Medical Officer of 

a C~adian Infantry Battalion, somewhere in France. --- G;o~ 

It would be instructive to some to hear what the duties of a Bat-

talion Medical Officer are, so before commencing this little story 

I will tell you. 

1) - He must examine all recruits before they Join the Batt'n. to 

ascertain that they are free from contagious or infectious disease, 

and to see that they are physically and fXx mentally fit to train 

for overseas service. Every man when he reaches the front line 

should be able to fight; he must be physically fit and _trained 

accord 'ngly . All specialists, cooks, servants, orderlies, batmen, 

signallers, buglers, bandsmen and sanitary police must be trained, 

able to shoot , march and fight . Even the stretcher-bearers of a 

battalion come under the same category. They do not wear a Red 

Cross, but they wear s .B. on the left sleeve, and they likewise 

must undergo the infantry training, and if the nec~ssity arises, 

must fight. The Medical Officer is really the only non-combattant 

in the Battalion. He is a member of the Arm Medical Corps, and 

is only attached to the battalion for duty as an M.O. Even the 

M. O. is allowed to fight in self defense, or to protect his wound

ed if the necessity should arise. The M.O. must see ·tbat every 

officer, N.c.o. and man is innculated against typhoid and para-
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typhoid, and is vaccinated against smallpox. He must also hold a 

weekly _ inspection of all the men to see that they are free from 

disease and are standing thr training well. He should also be 

present at the weekly foot inspection to advise certain remedial 

measures in some cases of foot trouble, and to advise the men in 

the proper care of the feet. This sounds a very menial duty, but 

it is really most important, for a soldier who cannot stand up and 

march is no soldier at all, and he requires good healthy, well

cared-for feet in order to carry out satisfactorily all the duties 

of his calling. Then again, in the trenches, the feet if not pro

perly looked after give rise to a great deal of trouble. This 

in soma cases is unavoidable. 

·TRENCH FEET: - You have often heard that term. At the beginning 

of the war trench feet were more common, but now happily we do not 

hear so much of the malady, and when they do occur the M.O. is 

looked upon to be largely responsible. Thism condition of the 

feet is caused by standing for long hours in w~ter or wet boots 

so that the feet become cold and. numb and the circulation becomes 

stagnant. In its mild form the condition is somewhat like the 

old-fashioned chillblain. From this we have all stages, to what 

look like frozen feet and even gangrene, when a foot or part of 

a foot dies, turns black, and must be amputated. This condition 

can be prevented by keeping a dry change of socks and boots with 

one, so that when a man has an apportunity he can take off his 

boots and socks, rub the feet well to stimulate circulation and 

then put on dry ones . Even if dry socks and boots are not avail-

able, the men should take off their boots and socks frequently 
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in order to at least rub the feet. An oil is issued to the men 

with which to rub the feet, and this seems to be of use in pre

venting the condition. Of course the men are taught to keep the 

feet clean, and they should never start on a route march with new 

boots. 

My experience was that the British army boot was very hard and 

difficult to break in, and that they caused many blistered heels, 

but after thay are once well greased and broken in they are very 

serviceable, and as the soles are stiff they are just the thing 

for the pave roads of France. 

A man in the Infantry is taught that his best friend is his rifle, 

and a good soldier tends, cares for and nurses his rifle like a 

mother would a c~ild. I would say that a soldier's second best 

friends are his feet, and he should care for them just as thorough

ly. 

3) - The Medical Officer should watch the men while doing physical 

training and route marches to see how they are standing it. He 

should thoroughly examine every man who falls out to ascertain if 

there is any disability or physival cause, and if there is none 

he should see that the man is disciplined. 

4) - It is also his duty to hold early sick parade every morning 

at, say 7.30, so that he can have it finished before first Batt'n 

Parade, and so that those men reporting sick who are really able 

to parade will be in time to do so. Otherwise, if a man could be 

legitimately late for First Parade by reporting sick it would be 

an incentive for men to "go sick", and this would not do, for the 

M.o . must try to keep the attendance at Sick Parade as low as pos-
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sible. Some men go sick because they like to see the doctor, 

others imagine they are sick when they are only tired, or per~ 

haps find it hard to make an early morning's start, still others 

are really sick or have a minor complaint, while a v.ery few are 

schemers and malingerers . The more efficient the M. O. the fewer 

of the latter . 

While ih Camp and training it is interesting to note how the at

tendance at Sick Parade falls off on Sundays and holidays, while 

on the day of a long route march it goes up. This is only natural 

arid is due to the weakness of human nature. On the other hand, 

while the battalion is in the front line, or just prior to ,n 

attack, there are scarcely any men reporting sick, even though 

they really have more excuse. This is because they hate to throw 

extra work on their comrades at such a time, and because they dis

like the idea of being thought faint-hearted~ or cold-footed. 

While the M. O. must be strict and always keep in mind the fact 

that he is working for the GOVERNMENT and for his unit, with the 

object of doing his bit towards having the battalion as perfect a 

fighting machine as possible, he must also .be fair and considerate,, 

so that a man who has some complaint is treated and given duty, 

or excused, as the circumstances dictate, while the really sick 

man is sent to Hospital. 

5) - The M. O. must teach all ranks what disease is, how it is 

oaused and how prevented. He must teach them something about 

sanitation and water supply. All officers and men should know 

something about First Aid so that (as often happens) in an action 

if there is no M. O. or s .B. available, they can control a haemor-
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rage and apply a first field dressing. 

6) - Of course the M. O. is responsible that his Stretcher-Bear er s 

are thoroughly well versed and practised in First Aid t o the in

jured. Re must instruct the Battalion Sanitary Police in sanitar y 

duties, so that they are able to see to it that their Company 

lines, when in bivouac, billet, camp or trench are kept sanitary, 

and when on the march they can prevent the polluting of the count

ry and streams. The Water Detail must also be taught its duties, 

so that they are able to clarify and purify water to make it s~fe 

for drinking. The method popularly used for disinfecting water 

is by chlorination, and the Water Detail are trained to test the 

water, after chlmrination, to asceetain if it is safe for human 

consumption. 

7) - The M. O. is also partly responsible for the instruction of 

the men in Gas Defensive , and he should be present at~ the in

spection of the Gas Helmets and at Bas Helmet drills. He is sent 

to a Gas Defensive School in France so that he understands these 

things, and when he is at the front he is responsible that the 

Vermoral Sprayers are always in working order. These Vermoral 

Sprayers are usea after a gas attack to disperse the gas from 

shell holes and dug-outs. The M. O. should see that the Battalion, 

when in the front line, has a Vacuum tube, and a man trained to 

use it, so that he is able to collect the gas at the height of a 

gas attack for future analysis . 

8} - The M. O. should report infectious disease and isolate contacts. 

He should send in regular sanitary reports, especially when in the 

front line trench. He should see that the companies in the front 
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line are supplied with abundance of disinfectant. He should also 

inspect the mens' food, and 

9} - last but not least, he is to care for the wounded. When t he 

Battalion is at the front the Medical Officer selects the best 

sheltered place he can find as near up to the troops as possible 

for a Regimental Aid Post. Here in trench warfare the wounded are 

brought to him, usually after a first field dres s i ng, or impro

vised splint, has been supplied by a stretcher bearer. He gives 

the case, if necessary, a little more thorough and careful at 

tention, and sees that the wounded are evacuated as rapidly as 

possible to the rear. They walk,if t hey are able, or are carried 

to the Advanced Dressing Station of a Field Ambulance, which is 

t~ually a short distance in rear of the Regimental Aid Post, and 

if possible near a road, so that the wounded can be loaded into 

ambulances and taken quickly back to a Clearing Station. The 

Clearing Station is at Railroad head, and is fitted up so that 

cases can be carefully cared for and major operations perfor med. 

When the patient is able to travel he is taken by train from the 

Clearing Station to a Stationary Hospital or a Base Hospital. ---

February 20 1916. - We left Bramshott Camp for Southampton. We 

got away from camp fairly early in the morning, with our band 

leading and our transport bringing up the rear . We had about a 

two or three miles march to the train, - - - and after a fe 

hours travel we detrained at Southampton and had a long march to 

what they called a Rest Camp . The name of the camp was a delusion, 
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for it consisted of snowy water, slush and mud, but there was 

not a dry spot to sit down. 

February 21 1916. - In the afternoon we marched to the wharf, where 

we embarked on a small channel boat and tried to settle for the 

night, but there was scarcely room to sit down and no sleeping 

accomodation. Many of us were able to curl up on the deck, but 

we got little sleep, for those who were not sea-sick were either 

assisting or dodging those who were. 

February 22 1916. - We landed early in the morning at Havre, and 

in the cold, early dawn we did not look quite the spick and span 

fighting unit which had left Bramshott two days before. Word 

reached us that we were to go to a Rest Camp, and as we had al

ready learned what a Rest Camp was, we were not overly enthusias

tic. However we started off in full marching order for a 5 mile 

march, over paved roads most of the way, to the top of a high 

hill, over hich the wind swept like a hurricane. Here there were 

tents for us, but that was all. Presently however the cooks got 

fires going in the portable kitchens and cooked aome good hot 

s~ew which did our hearts good . Towards the late afternoon we 

commenced to get ready to break camp , and at about 6 o'clock we 

commenced the march down the hill to the station, in the pitch 

dark and a blinding snowstorm. The men were put in box oars, 

marked "8 horses or 20 men", while the officers were put in a 

third class coach with many broken windows. I slept on the floor 

of the passageway, as the seats were all occupied, at least I 
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slept a little, but it was very cold. 

February 24 1916. - We travelled for 24 hours on this miserable 

train, and at about 2 A.M . on the 24th we arrived at our destina

tion - Godewaersvelde. This was a quaint little French village, 

about 15 miles from the front line, and was surrounded by farms 

and farming country. Guns cou1d be heard in the distance and oc

casionally an aeroplane would pass overhead. Otherwise everything 

was peaceful and quiet. The officers were billetted in farm 

houses and the men in barns. Headquarters was billettea in the 

town, while the four companies were, as nearly as possible, placed 

one to each large farm. While at Godewaersvelde I called on 

Col. Bridges, A. D.M.S. 3rd Canadian Division, at Fletre. Here I 

accidentally met Charles Hanson and had lunch with him at his 

billet. ---

The Sick Parade each morning was held in a barn just off the town 

square, and those men reporting sick at reveille were paraded here 

to see the M. O. There was always a man or two in each Company 

who felt too sick to make the journey, and these I visited. It 

was about a 5 mile trip to make the round of all the billets, so 

I either went on horseback with a surgical haversack over my 

shoulder, or I drove in the Maltese cart and carried the medical 

and surgic~l panniers. At the time of visiting these sick I also 

made a sanitary inspection. If there shpuld be a man sick enough 

to go to hospital we could wire the nearest Field Ambulance Dress

ing Station, giving the map location, and an ambulance would be 

sent. ---
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March 1 1916. - In the morning we pulled up stakes and started 

on a ten mile march to Locre, a small town nearer to the front. 

We reached Locre about 4 o'clock in the afternoon and were bil

letted much as we were at Godewaersvelde, but we were more crowded 

and less comf-ortable, as this place was full of troops. Here we 

met the 24th and 42nd Battalions, also No.6¥ Field Ambulance and 

many good friends. Some of our heavy guns were placed near here, 

and at night when they fired it was a rather startling sensation 

to one who had not become accustomed to the noise. ---

Our men, by p+atoons, went to the trenches for instruction under 

the 24th and 26th Battalions. I went to Siege Farm with a com

pany, where I received my baptism of fire. A man's first impulse 

is to duck when he hears the zing of a bullet, but after a while 

he pays no attention, for he gets to know that the ones which he 

hears are already past . The one that hits him he does not hear. 

I went one night with two guides to the Regimental Aid Post of 

the R. C.R. , where I called on Capt. Buck. He gave• me some good 

pointers about his work at the front, and after a cou~le of hours 

I started to retrace my steps alone. I was not sure of my way, 

and when I heard machine guns for the first time I felt rather 

uncomfortable, b~t was greatly relieved when I found my. quarteri. 

This farm, at which we were staying, had never been shelled, al

though it was a good target . We wondered why, and heard a rumpur 

that it was suspected that the owners of the farm were spies. 

Some time later on I heard that they had been arrested and dealt 

with accordingly. 

During the week or so in which our Battalions were receiving their 
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trench instruction there was practicall y no fighting. Things were 

pretty quiet. Later on we looked back on those days and called 

them the days of peaceful warfare, for we only had two casualties, 

one man killed and one wounded. 

March 11 1916. - On March 11 we marched back to a place near 

Godewaersvelde, and were billetted there for 12 days, to give 

ourselves a final pulling together before taking over our posit

ion in the front. While here I shared a room in a farm house 

with Capt.Hall and Capt.Tompkins. The people of the house worked 

hard all day from 6 A.M. till 9 P.M •• when they had prayers and 

went to bed. While in this town we received some instruction and 

practice in throwing live hand grenades. Unfortunately there 

was one accident which killed one man and seriously wounded two 

others. Here also some of our officers, including myself, at

tended each day a Gas Defensive School, where we were taught 

about the different gasses used against us by the Germans and 

the methods of using them. We were also taught the different pro

tections against gas. We were made to drill and exercise with 

the gas helmet on, in order to become accustomed to breathing 

properly with it. In this way we became familiar with the small 

of the chemicals in the helmet, so that this smell, during an 

attack, would not make one panicky and inclined to tear the hel

mey from his head. After this we were put into an air tight dug

out, with our helmets on, and gassed. The gas was liberated from 

a cylinder into the dug-out until it was almost impossible to 

see one's hand in front o~ one's face. They allowed us to remain 
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in a concentration of gas {1-2000) for 15 minutes and we suffered 

no ill effecjs. During a gas attack the concentration never 

reached higher than 1-10000 • We were also shown how to make 

dugouts gas ·proof. This is very important, for during a gas at

tack it is a great advantage to have a dug-out which is g~s proof, 

for the wounded, as it is difficult to make a badly wounded man 

keep his helmet on, and those attending the wounded can do better 

work if they do not have to wear the helmet. While I was with 

the Battalion we, fortunately, were not actually gassed, although 

on three or four occasions the Germans attacked with gas very 

close to us and we had to stand to with helmets on. We were how

ever several times shelled with lachrymatory gas. This is not 

so dangerous, but it is unpleasant and causes inflammation and 

smarting of the eyes, together with nausea. We had goggles to 

wear tp protect the eyes against this tear gas. A man should 

be able to put his helmet on in 15 seconds, and in the front line 

this is about all the warning he gets from the time the gas 

leaves the German trenches. Of course when the wind is favour

able for an attack everyone is on the alert and watching for it. 

March 23 1916. - On this date we transferred our quarters to ·a 

Camp in the Ypres Salient, 6alled Camp A. This Camp was about 

a mile and a half from Poperinghe, Belgium, and consisted of 

wooden huts and a parade gounftd. We marched via Berthes, West

outre and Reninghelst. En route we passed a British Regiment, 

the Durham Light Infantry, who were being relieved from the 

Ypres Salient after a six months tour. They looked the part, 
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tired, weather-beaten and dirty, but happy. At Reninghelst Sir 

Douglas Haig inspected us as we marched past. ~hile at Camp A. 

the Battalion continued its training, and at night some of the 

officers and non-commissioned officers took trips to the front 

in order to become familiar with the country round about and with 

the trenches we were to take over. 

March 28 1916. - In the evening the Battalion lined up prepara

tory to moving up to the front. We left Camp A. in the pitch 

dark and sleet and boarded a train at a place about quarter of 

a mile distant. After all were aboard the train crept slowly 

and quietly up to the outskirts of Ypres. Here we disembarked 

and started on a two or three mile march up to the front, where 

we were to relieve the R. C.R. We left this corpse of a City 

by the Lille Gate and proceeded thence down the Lille Road to 

Shrapnel Corner - a pleasant place, so called because the Hun 

puts shrapnel over it at his pleasure. From this corner we turn

ed left on a road which took us along Observatory Ridge. I felt 

there was no end to this road, but finally we struck off across 

country for a communication trench. At last we reached this 

trench, which at this point was only about three feet deep, and 

the Companies struck off in one direction towards the front line, 

while I went a short direction in another direction to a little 

wood called Maple Copse, in which ware Batt'n. H. Q. and the Aid 

Post. Here I met the Colonel~ Adjutant, Medical Officer and some 

other officers of the Battalion which we were relieving. The 

M. O. took me to see the Aid Post which was about lOO yards away. 
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It was built of sand bags, and had two rooms, one for doing dress

ings in and the other for storing the wounded. I say storing 

the wounded , for any casualties which occurred here in daylight 

could not be .gotten out till dark, as the enemy could observe, 

not only anyone going back from these woods, but the road for 

some miles back as well . The roof of the dug-out was low, so 

that I could not stand erect, and the only light was candle-light 

or sometimes an electric torch. The M. O. ·explained to me that a 

horse ambulance called at certain hours during the night on a 

road about a mile to the rear, and that thw wounded were pushed 

down on a single guage railway to this spot. A horse ambulance 

was us~d because the road was so rough from shelling that a 

motor ambulance could not very well get along. About a couple 

of miles back there was an Advanced Dressing Station where the 

wounded could be left to await motor ambulances. I was next 

shown a little dugout where I could sleep when all was quiet. 

The M. O. now left me, as he was relieved, and went off to join 

his party and go with them to their camp in the rear. As I had 

seen tbat arrangements were all complete to take care of any 

casualties , and as I had my Medical Orderly and details placed, 

I decided to have a r est, so I stretched out on my little canvas 

bed and went fast asleep. I could not have slept more than half 

an hour when I was awqkened by a rat squeaking close tom my ear. 

I was not accustomed to such friendly rats, so decided to go to 

Battalion Headquarters . I started out in the dark and sleet, 

but the place seemed to be laid out in a sort of maze, and I 

lost my way. After considerable searching~ slipping off of bath-
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mats and feeling my way around dank dug-outs, I managed to reach 

H . ~ . Here I sat with our Colonel, 2nd i/c and Adjutant till I 

received a call to the Aid Post to attend our first casualtiei. 

Pte . Berry was the first, with a bullet wound in the chin which 

caused a compound fracture of the lower jaw. Another poor boy, 

Pte .McCrae, had been struck fair in the face and was quite dead. 

I felt very badly as I was not hardened to this sort of thing. 

We removed his identity disk and personal belongings to send to 

his next of kin and then carefully wrapped him up in a blanket. 

Next morning we took him to a little cemetery close by, and as I 

did not know where to find a chaplain I read the funeral service 

while a small party stood about with bared heads. Then another 

little white cross was erected to mark his place in the rows of 

those brave men who had given their lives in the cause of freedom, 

liberty and justice . 

March 31 1916 . - At about 2 P .M., as I was having lunch, r ·was 

called to the telephone . It was Capt.Miller speaking and he said, 

"You had better hurry down, Fred Shaughnessy is hit" . I had about 

~00 yards to go and I simply flew with my heart iri my mouth. 

One place I had to cross where a German sniper could take a shot 

at anyone who passed, but I never even stopped to think of it. 

Alas, it was a sad sight. Poor Fred was dead . He' had been struck 

under the left shoulder blade by a small piece of shrapnel which 

had apparently entered the heart. Rene Redmond, Stuart McGibbon, 

John Black and Dug Cowans were there, looking very pale . I laid 
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poor Fred out in his bunk and took off his valuables and identity 

disk, and handed them to Rene. That night our comrade, who had 

died like a soldier, was buried like a soldier - an honourable 

grave in the. battle-field of France. There was many a heavy heart, 

but we had to try to forget these things, remembering only that 

our brother officer had done his bit, had made the supreme sac

rifice and had earned his rest, passing on the Standard for others 

to hold aloft. 

The yrenches which we occupied here were in good shape and were 

kept fairly dry and clean. They were about 40 or 50 yards from 

the German front line, and as I walked through% them I sometimes 

regretted that I was over six feet tall for in some places they 

were none too deep and it gave me a kink in the back trying to 

keep my head below the parapet. A man did not have to show his 

head long before his number was up, and I saw two or three small 

periscopes sniped as our boys were using them to survey the Ger

man line . At the sgme time our own snipers were doing some good 

work and scoring some bulls eyes. 

April 1 1916. - This tour in the front line lasted four days, 

and at about midnight on April 1st we were relieved and marched 

back to Camp E. Here we stayed for four days, and one evening 

the enemy shelled the next camp, killing two men and wounding 

· four others. Of course I had to go to help the wounded and did 

not like the job for I never knew when the next shell was going 

to arrive. It is rather an unpleasant thing going into a shelled 

area, when one's natural impulse is to go the other way. 



(I 
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While at this Camp I had dinner with Stanley Coristine at the 

42nd Battalion Mess, Called on the A.D.M.S. at Reninghelst and 

called at No.9 Field Ambulance, where I had lunch with Billy Tur-

ner. 

April 5 1916. - We started about dark and marched back to the 

same trenches, where we relieved the 52nd Battalion, and I set

tled down again in Maple Copse for four more days. 

April 9 1916. - We were relieved about midnight and went back to 

Brigade Support in Railway Dugouts. Here we lived under the rail

way which used to run from Ypres to Commes etc. 

April 13 1916. -We marched back about 4 miles to Camp D., where 

we stayed for a week. While here I met Galt McCombe and the of

ficers of the 14th Battalion, including Eddie Whitehead and Gordon 

Rosa. 

April 20 1916. - We left Camp this evening for Trenches 70 to 74 

at Hooge. These trenches were situated right at the extreme apex 

of the Salient, and it was a very disagreeable place, as the so

called trenches consisted only of slits in the ground, more or 

less full of water. If the men tried at night to repair these 

trenches the enemy artillery wopld level them out again in the 

morning, so frequently the men would throw up earth some little 

distance away to draw the enemy's fire. This part of the line 

was continually swept by machine gun and rifle fire and we had 
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many casualties from these and trench mortars. My Aid Post was 

situated in the ruins of an Old Mill, about half a mile to the 

re~r, there being no other shelter nearer to the front. This 

Old Mill was .on the Menin Road just East of Ypres through the 

Menin Gate. During the night I was usually pretty busy attend

ing the wounded and preparing the dead for burial. Twelve of 

our boys were killed. We also took care of wounded from working 

parties from other battalions and the wounded from the Irish 

Guards were brought to us to wait for ambulances. Poor Lieut. 

Dow, of Hamilton, 58th Battalion, was brought in to me on a 

stretcher with a bullet wound in the head, but he was dead. In 

the early hours, just before dawn, I would sometimes go for a 

walk and a breath of air. At this time, just before the rays of 

the sun commenced to steal over the horizon, it was very peaceful. 

The war seemed to stop, the rifle fire would gradually lessen and 

die out, the sound of trench mortar bombs and guns would cease 

and all would be still. During one of these prowls I wandered 

through an old cemetery. I thought that perhaps this spot would 

have been spared the devastation of war, but alas, no. The tomb

stones and sacred monuments were shattered and strewn about the 

ground. Here I could not help noticing that in many places, in 

spite of the wreckage, a crucifix still staod, alone and unharmed. 

Our Battalion occupied these trenches for eight iays, and for me 

it was a long tour. Before leaving the Old Mill , though, I must 

tell you of Paddy - one of our privates. While at camp in 

England Paddy was a great source of trouble to me. He was con

tinually reporting sick, and I would have felt lost if I had held 
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a Sick Parade and not found him present. Each morning after look

ing him over my treatment was "Duty, and a No.9 Pill". He said 

he could not drill and could not work, and always said he had not 

eaten for over a week. Ha spent much of his time in the Guard 

House and was with difficulty made to do any work at a11, for he 

was always sick. There were some Medical Boards and Courts Mar

tial held over him, but still he persisted in going sick, and if 

he were not given a No.9 pill, he would ask for one . This con

tinued all the time we were in England, but after we reached 

France a change came over him and he seemed to take a fresh lease 

on life . Perhaps he was more interested; at any rate he became 

bright, alert and looked a dif f e ent man. He became ready to 

volunteer for any lifficult task, and , in short, became the 

backbone of his platoon. I had noticed the change and was com

mencing to admire him very much, when· one night ha was brought 

into the Old Mill, all covered with mud and with a gaping wound 

in his abdomen. I dressed his wound and made him as comfortable 

as possible. Before the stretcher bearers carried him to the 

waiting ambulance I took has hand and wished him good luck, but 

he never said a word in reply. However, as he was being loaded 

into the ambulande I heard him remark, nTell the M. O. I won't 

need any more No~9's now for my bowels are open for fair. That 

was about Paddy's last remark . 

April 28 1916. - We were relieved about mmdnight and greatly en

joped the march back to Camp c. We were all dog tired when we 

reached camp, but had hardly settled down for a good sleep when 
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we received word to stand to for a gas att~ok. Luckily the gas 

never reached us, but we had to sit up all night with our helmets 

ready, and expecting to go back to the front at a moment's notice. 

One bright, sunny, Sunday morning while at this camp, when all 

seemed peaceful and quiet, we were shelled - four high explosive 

shells suddenly landing in, killing five of our men and wounding 

eighteen. It got my goat, and I felt that at any moment another . 

shell would land with my number on it. · However, we patched the 

boys up and got ambulances which took them to hospital. We had 

a funeral for the poor five who lost their lives, at PoperinghB. 

Enough of Camp c. We left and went to our old friend Camp A. 

LETTER TO MRS .PAVEY. 

April 30 1916. 

we have just gotten rested up after a rather strenuous eight days 

in the front line. 

Unfortunately we lost 12 men killed and 52 sent to hdspital, · but 

it might have been much worse. The wounded, with two or three 

exceptions, were quite slight so. 

Pat Dunlop was slightly wounded in the back with shrapnel, and 

was very funny about it. He ran into his dug-out,pulled up his 

shirt to expose his back, and said, ·"Look, boys, I have a blighty". 

A "bliehty" means a slight wound, but enough to give you a holi-

day at a base. 
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The stretcher-bearers did ~ery good work indeed. One of the Band 

(not a ·stretcher-bearer) was killed by a sniper, through the head. 

His name was 458022, Jno . Kavanagh. 

The Princess Pats, whom we relieved, had 16 killed during their 

eight iays. 

I had a busy time, for not only our own wounded came to my Aid 

?ost , but ot hers from working parties etc . We kept hot tea and 

Oxo always ready for the wounded and bearers, so that we ran a 

sort of all night ~twf quick lunc~. The boys appreciated it. 

Capt . Tompkins stayed with me so that we were able to bury the 

dead properly when they could be brought out to us. 

Well , it is great to get out into God's fresh air again, for I 

spent the eight days in the basement of a ruined building, with 

only candle light. The only time I could get out was after dark, 

if they were not shelling our way. 

--- Col.Peters and Capt . Turner called on me at my Aid Post one 

night. On my way out I called in at an advanced Dressing Station 

to see Fred Tees . Capt . Shires and Jerry Furlong called here this 

afternoon, and last evening Percy Molsan and Hugh Niven called 

on their way back to the trenches. 

Yesterday I had a bath and a BkKXB change, the first for over 8 

days , and I slept with my clothes off. ---



• 
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May 15 1916. - Back to Maple Copse and Trenches 52 to 57. Here 

we had 8 days to stick and about 60 casualties. One night I had 

5 men brought in, one after the other, all with bullet wounds 

in the head . · They gasped like fish out of water and die.d. I felt 

very depressed. One day I got a hurry call to the front line 

trench, as four men were buried. I made the trip down with four 

stretcher bearers, under shell fire, and felt greatly relieved 

when we got the men out and got safely back to the Aid ~ost, but 

scarcely had I reached the A.P . when I received word that the 

M. o . of the Battalion on our left had been killed. His A.P. was 

struck by a shell and flattened out. The M.o•s. servant was also 

killed and a stretcher bearer and the Padre's servant badly 

crushed. The two last were brought to me. Thry both had four 

compound fractures of both legs and several fractures of one a~. 

The Padre's servant said, "Take the other fellow first. 

wife and daughter at home, while it don't matte~ about 

He has a 

men. We 

chloroformed this chap, and while we were attending to him, the 

Padre's servant lay outside the dugout singing, "God be with us 

till we meet again", and crying out, "God forgive the man who 

fired that shot". One man died in my Aid Post, while the other 

died in the ambulance on the way to the Clearing Station. It 

was hard to carry on for a while after this, but there w~s no 

quitting and I found that a portion of rum here practical~y saved 

me from losing my grip on myself. 

On the last night of this tour I forsook my sleeping quarters to 

share the dug-out of our Signalling Officer as the rats had be

come too familiar for me in my own abode. Early next morning 
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my dug-out was hit by a shell and demolished, so I figured that 

the rats had saved my life. It was not generally known that 

I was.absent from the dugout when it was hit, so some of the men 

commenced to.dig for me. When I walked up behind them and remark

ed, nThat is the end of an Englishman's home", they looked as if 

they thought I were a ghost. 

May 23 1916. - Back to Railway Dugouts and Brigade support. 

IJITTER TO MRS .PAVEY . 

May 25 1916. 

Here we are in Brigade reserve after a rather strenuous 8 days 

in the front li~e. While in we had 46 casualties, 6 of which 

died. The deaths were: 

Pte. Courage. - shot through abdomen 
Pte. Munroe. - Wound thro' back to abdomen 

x Pte . McRae, H.W. -Wounds o@ head and body. 
x Pte. Steven, H. - Shot thro' chest. 

x Pte . Connors, J.E. - Shot thro' head. 
Pte. Farrell, P. - Smashed by shell. 

The three marked with an x were drafts from the 40th or 55th. 
Some of the wounded were serious, but many were light, or shell 

shoci and ~erves. 
One man had a piece of shrapnel pierce his steel helmet and only 

scratch his scalp. The helmet saved his life. One man 457787 

Pte. Mayatt, G.H. was shot thro' the head and was doing well when 

he left the Dressing Station. He may live. There was one frac

tured thigh and one fractured fore arm. 



• 
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They were shelling the 43rd Headquarters heavily a few days ago 

and knocked in a dugout next t _o the Aid Post. The M. O. was sent 

to hospital with shell shook, and Dr. Waterson of No.9 Field Am

bulance, Montreal, was sent up to relieve him. I had a talk with 

Waterson that night when he arrived. Next day, alas, the 43rd 

A. P . was knocked in and poor Waterson was killed. I feel very 

badly about it. Waterson's batman was also killed, and Major 

Gordon's (Ralph Connor's) batman died at the Dressing Station, 

with both legs and one arm badly smashed. While he was waiting 

his turn for splints and dressing he sang "God be with us till 

we meet again". A stretcher-bearer was also smashed up, and he 

was a brick. He said, "They killed my brother the other day, but 

I am going to live, for I have a wife and two darling little chil-

dren in Scotland". He also said, "I had to laugh, for I thought 

I was sitting on someone· else's legs and found them to be my own". 

We gave him chloroform and fixed him up, but I had not much hope. 

One other man who was in the dugout at the time came out with 

scarcely a scratch. Luckily the Chaplain, Major Gordon, who 

shared the dugout, was not in it at the time it was hit. Then 

that night the 8th Field Ambulance sent up a young Dr. , Capt. 

Chisholm, to take up the work for the 43rd . I felt sorry for 

him as it was his first trip to the front. It was a dark night, 

bullets were whistling through% the air and the artillery were 

straffing. He had no idea where he was going, and as he said 

"Good night", he remarked, n1 hope I get back againn . He is back 

in rwst now with the 43rd and is O.K. / ---

Early one morning one of our snipers, Pte. Courage, foolishly got 
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up on the parapet to do something, when he was sniped by a Ger

man. He lay on the parapet, groaning, and it was dangerous to 

get him, for the German was naturally waiting for his next vic

tim. Stretcher Bearer, Fte . Weatherall, went up and dragged him 

in after him to the trench . That took some courage, for Courage 

was a big man. ---

Yesterday I met Clark-Kennedy and Major MoCuaig of the 13th. They 

both look very well . We had the 14th on our right in the trenches 

this time, but I did not see any of their officers. ---

June 1 1916. -A march at night to our dear old Camp .A. - 5 miles. 

June 2 1916 . - Rene Redmond , John Donnelly, Pug Cowans and I went 

for a ride on horseback - 8 miles - to Bailleul. We went to an 

estaminet and were in the midst of a well chosen dinner when the 

Provost Marshal% handed me a wire from our Commanding Officer, 

which read, ''Return at onoe, ·Urgent" . As we rode hurriedly 

back to camp we could hear the roar of heavy artillery fire in 

the distance, and we thought a lo~, but said very little. When 

we reached camp we found the Battalion making ready to go to the 

front, as the Germans had taken some of our trenches and we were 

to take part in a counter attack to regaih them. Maple Copse, 

Sanctuary Wood eta. had been beaten to a pulp and nearly all the 

men there killed or wounded . We went up in the evening, and were 

fortunate in having no casualties on the way to our position in 

support. I established a Regimental Aid Post at Kruistraat, as the 
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Battalion was to line the Canal from Yprea to Bridge No.B. 

June 3 1916. - The Battalion moved up to our left front, towards 

Hooge, and were to attack. I moved up and called at the Dressing 

Station at the Ypres Asylum on the way. Here I learned that Col. 

Tanner, o.c. No.lO Field Ambulance, had just been killed. I went 

on up to Ye Old Mill. At the Mill I found the M.o•s. of the 52nd 

and R. C.R. I had a very busy night, this night, for from 9 P.M. 

till 5 A.M. we attended 200 wounded or shell shocked cases. We 

tried to supply hot cocoa to all stretcher bearers and to wounded, 

when advisable. Two ambulances were struck in front of the A.P . 

and wrecked, while a large shell exploded in a pile of sand bags 

at our back wall · and left us in darkness. I wished that the edit

ors of some of the daily papers, who were writing at that time 

that the Germans were running out of ammunition, could have been 

with us. 

June 6 1916. - I was present at about 5 A.M. at the funeral of 

Capt.Vessey and Lieut .Notman . We laid them to rest in a little 

cemetery beside the mill . 

The Battalion now moved over to the right , so I transferred my 

Aid Post over to keep in touch with t hem . This day we came in 

for a perfect deluge of shelling for a while, but fortunately 

all the shells were either too short or carried over, so that 

they landed everywhere but on top . Word reaehed me about 9 P .M. 

that the Battalion was to be eelieved during the night, and that 

there were still about 20 wounded to be taken out. I got to-
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gether 20 men and 20 stretchers and followed a guide. we tra

velled over shell torn and devastated country, and every time 

a flare went up we stood mojionless, for we could be seen by 

the enemy. We reached the front line wit~out mishap, and man

aged to collect several wounded, one being a German. As I pass

ed a little, low X8B dugout I heard a weak, plaintive voice 

say, J! Qh , please take me out to-night. I've been lying here 

for four days wounded. They promise every night to take me 

out, but always fail." We got him. out all right. One other 

man I found lying face downward on the parados. I put my hand 

on his back and .said, "Well , my man, what is the matter? There 

was no reply for he had done his bit and had made the great 

sacrifice. On the trip back four whizz-bangs landed very near 

tu us, but did no damage. Frequently the Bearers had to rest, 

and during one of these halts I told my sergeant to get a but

ton for me off the wounded German's tunic. The Sergeant went 

for him with hi~ jack-knife, and the victim acted exactly as 

if he expected to have his throat cut. He seemed quite relieved 

when he found we only wanted a button. 

It was 3 A.M. when we reached the Dressing Station, and a cup 

of hot cocoa looked good to us all . The wounded prisoner would 

not touch hie until one of our men drank some from his cup. 

Then he drank it eagerly and smoked a cigarett • 

Our casualties for this tour were 350, and included the follow-

ing: 
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Officers killed: 

Capt. Vessey 
Lieut. Gallon 
Lieut. Maofarla.ne · 
Lieut. K.C.Campbell 

Officers wounded: 

Ca.pt Creighton 
Capt. Donnelly 
Ca.pt. Redmond 
Capt. Skinner 
Lieut. Ringston 
Lieut. Miller 
Lieut. Edgar 
Lieut. Gordon 

( 28} 

June 7 1916. - The Battalion was relieved about midnight and 
mmt 
went to Camp E. As I dragged myself along with my Sergeant, 

through a ruined village, my mind travelled back over the few 

days since the morning of the 2nd, when I had started out for a 

pleasant ride with three of our officers. Two of these officers 

had been wounded, many of my friends had been killed, a great 

deal had been crowded into a few days, and it all seemed like 

a long, horrid dream. 

June 9 1916. - We moved to Camp D. and were told that we would 

have to go up to the line, possibly almost at once. 
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LETTER TO MRS . PAVEY . 

June 10 1916. 

Of course by now you will know in Montreal that we have had a 

show. I don't know why the boys call an engagement a show, un

less it is because so much takes place, and one is able to see 

so little of it. However I am going to try to tell you part of 

what I saw, without going into details. I am sorry that I am 

unable to mention names of places. 

We had completes 8 days in the front line, and 8 days in support, 

\lllhen on June 1st we arrived back in Divisional reserve. Here 

we were to have 8 days rest, as we had been heavily shelled dur

ing the 16 days up. On the morning of June lst I had a long 

looked for bath and change, then I had lunch at the transport 

lines with Capt. Hall and Mr. McHaf:fie. It was beautiful weather 

and I loafed most of the time till evening, when I wrote some 

letters and went to bed. Major Galt McCombe and Capt. Basil 

Price called before I turned in. 

Next morning, June 2nd, I was on deck for Sick Parade at 7.30, 

then after breakfast, John Donnelly, Dug Cowans, Rene Redmond 

and I started out on horseback to do some shopping at a town 

about 8 miles distant. The weather was fine and we thoroughly 

enjoyed the ride over the hills. 

We did our shopping for all the officers messes, and were com

fortably seated at lunch, when the Provo Marshal handed us a 

wire from o.c. 60th, saying "Return at once, urgentn. 
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Our hearts sank and our luncheons stuck in our crops. We then 

rode hurriedly back to camp, and found the Battalion making 

ready to go up to the front, as it was rumoured that the Ger

mans had taken some trenches, and we were to aid in the counter-

attack to regain them. Cheerful news, especially as I had vis

ions of the artillery barrage which the enemy would put on the 

roads to keep reinforcements from coming up. 

I, with Sergt. Kennedy, Sergt.Gray and Pte.Baylis followed up 

the Battalion, and started to look for a place to establish a 

Regimental Aid Post. It was very dark, shrapnel and high ex

plosive were bursting uncomfortably near, and the roar from our 

our own guns was quite noticeable, that is if one were not deaf. 

I was rather fearful that something would drop on me or my men, 

so I searched diligently for an old house or barn to use as an 

Aid Post. Alas, every place I found either had no roof or was 

occupied by Artillery. 

I found an Artillery Officer,in charge of a Battery,who was fir

ing away like a good boy and I asked him if he could tell me of 

a place. He took me into his dugout, and in the light I found 

that he was Major Wood Leonard, of London, whom I had not seen 

for about 12 years. 

Finally I established myself in'an Advanced Dressing Station of 

No ? Field Ambulance. 

Next morning I learned that the Battalion had changed their lo

cation to the left front, so I went up to the Old Mill, where 

I had spent 8 days a few weekS ago. 

The trip was not pleasant, for the man who said Fritz is short 
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of ammunition is a liar. It was estimated that in the locality 

about the beautiful woods, where I had been but two days before, 

he landed about 12,000 shells in 5 hours, and these were all 

large shells .which landed hard. 

Here is where Capt .Wage, in charge of the Dressin~ Station, did 

such good work on the day of June 2nd. He had 16 wounded in the 

Station when it was hit 3 times. He remained in the woods after 

the Infantry had withdrawn, and with his Bearers, got all his 

wounded out. Then he dressed wounded in the communication trench~ 

and carried a wounded Stretcher Bearer on his back for about 

half a mile. He worked on like that till June 4th when he was 

ordered back as he was played out. Here I was given temporary 

command of the Dressin~ Station . That night from 9 E.M. till 

5 A.M. we put through 200 wounded or shell shock cases, while 

across the road we kept hot cocoa and something to eat. We fed 

1,000 men in one night , and some of the men, whoE had had nothing 

for four days, almost cried when they saw food. ---

On June 6th I think it was, I had lost all count of time and 

dates, I heard that the 60th were being relieved, and were going 

into dugouts on my right , so having given over charge of the 

Dressing Station, I went across country with my party to this 

spot. Half the Battalion was here, but all the officers and 

the rest were still in the trenches . ---

I do pray that our boys will never have to go through again what 

they suffered - starvation, thirst, exposure and Hellish shell

ing~ 
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June 13 1916. - We marched up to the front and occupied Trenches 

59-66 in Sanctuary Wood . I had my Aid Post at the Bund, Zille

beke Lake. This was a quiet, but uncomfortable tour. 

June 15 1916 - Back to Camp A. Here we stayed till June 30th. 

Met the 43rd, 52nd, 58th, 16th, 14th and 13th Battalions. 

It wae here that the Stretcher-Bearers of the 60th won the cham

pionship of the 9th Brigade in First Aid. 

June 30 1916. - Back to Hooge and Y~ Old Mill, Trenches 63-74. 

July 4 1916. - We went into Brigade su~port at Ypres. The Com

panies were billetted in the ruins of an old infantry barracks 

and Headquarters, together with myself, were in an old wine vault 

in the Ypres Ramparts. My Medical Staff was in the basement of 

an old ruined Hospital. Here I held my sick parade. One Com

~any was about half a mile away in an old Belgian chateau near 

Kruistraat, and I had to walk over each day to see if there were 

any sick. They were shelled one morning at the chateau, one 

man being killed and several wounded. One day the infantry bar

racks were shelled and·some men wounded.---

July 15 1916. - We left Ypres by train at night and went back 

to Camp B., now called Camp Evil. 

July 16 1916. - A ten mile march back to rest billets. The country 

was lovely, and it was a great treat to get away from shells and 
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the sound of guns. Here we had a nice quiet time for 10 days, 

the men in barns and the officers in farm houses. 

July 26 1916 .• - A ten mile march back to Camp B. 

July 27 1916. - On the Bund at Zillebeke Lake for a week. While 

here I explored the country to find suitable places for Dressing 

Stations etc •• Maple Copse was all ploughed up, all the dugouts 

were smashed down and there was not a leaf left on a tree. 

August 4 1916. - A march back about 6 miles to Camp B. 

August 11 1916. - We took over trenches from the lOth Battalion 

of the 1st Division, who were to start South to the Somme. 

These trenches were at Hill 60 and they were not very healthy, 

as the enemy had lots of Artillery and Trench Mortars, also the 

whole place is undermined, ready to blow up at any moment. 

My Regimental Aid ~ost was in a Railroad cutting about 200 yds. 

behind the front line. 

August 12 1916 . - At 8 A.M. the enemy commenced a severe bombard

ment, with heavy artillery and trench mortars, which lasted 4 

hours. Of course we replied , an.d gave him more than he gave us. 

The entrance to my Aid Post was hit and we were sealed up tight 

in the dark for two hours . The air was getting very vlosa 

when we heard men digging us out. I was not sure that the Ger-
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mans had not taken the hill, so was relieved when a Canadian voice 

called in "Are you all right?" We answered, "Yes¥" and then the 

wounded were passed in to us through a hole which was~opened. 

One poor chap had a shell wound in the chest, and there was a 

hole in his side the size of one's fist. He was dying, and knew 

it. I asked him if I could do anything for him, and he replied, 

n:Please see that Private Blank is repaid five dollars which I 

borrowed from him". This was his last request. 

August 13 1916. - . The enemy opened up on us again and buried many 

of our men. We had a terrible time with partly asphyxiated and 

shell shocked cases. One of our Stretcher-Bearers was badly 

wounded by a shell while helping to carry back a wounded man on 

a stretcher. 

One morning I had to go out under shell fire to attend a poor 

ohap with a hole in his chest. I could not save him,. and he died 

on the way to the Dressing Station. 

August 16 1916. - We were relieved at Hill 60 by the 52nd Batt'n, 

and I for one was not sorry. We had had 150 casualties, with 24 

killed. Tt was here that poor Lieut.Arthur King met his death. 

As he was being dressed in the trench he said to a passing party, 

"Earry on, boys, I am only a casualty". 

August 20 1916. - Capt.Gunn was sent up to relieve me, and I got 
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orders to report in London to.the D.M.S. I was glad to get away, 

for I felt played out, but at the same time I hated to leave the 

boys, and felt sorry for them, as they had to return to Hill 60 

that night. 

I walked out in the dark to Kruistraat, where my horse was wait

ing, and rode to transport lines where I stayed with Capt.Hall. 

August 22 1916. - Left Transport Lines on horseback for Poperinghe. 

Got a train at 6.15 A.M. for Boulogne. Arrived in Boulogne at 

1.15 r.M., and called at McGill Hospital where I saw Col.Birkett 

and several friends. Left Boulogne by boat at 6 ? .M. , arriving 

at Folkestone at 8 P.M . Took train at Folkestone for London, 

where I arrived about 11.30 P. M. and went to Hotel Cecil. 

~· · 
While I was with the 60th Battalion we had the following cas-

ual ties: 

Officers : - killed 8. -wounded 13 -- Total 21. 

O. R. killed 108 -wounded 589 - Total 697. 

Total killed 116 wounded~Xi 602. 

H. L.Pavey. 
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Baylis, Pte. (60th) - 30. 
Berry, Pte . (60th) - 15. 
Birkett, Brig-Gen H. S. (C.A.M.C.} - 35. 
Black, Major John. (60th) - 15. 
Bridges, Lieut-Co1. (C .A.M. C.) - 9. 17. 
Buck, Capt. { C . A •• c. ) - 10. 

Campbell,Lieut. K. C., (60th} (killed) - 28. 
Clark-Kennedy, Lieut-Col.t v.c. - 25. 
Chisholm, Capt. (C .A.M. C.J - 24. 
Connors, Pte.J . E. (60th) (killed) - 23. 
Coristine, Major Stanley, {42nd} - 17. 
Courage, Pte. (60th) (killed} - 23, 24, 25. 
Cowane, Capt.nouglas, (60th) - 15, 25, 29. 
Creighton, Capt •• w.R. (60th) - 28. 

Donnelly,Lieut-Col.J .B., (60th) - 25, 
Dow, Lieut. (58th) (killed) - 18. 
Dunlop, Capt.G.P.G. (60th) - 20 . 

28 t 29. 

E & F 
~dgar, Lieut.J .H., (60th) - 28. 
Furlong, Lieut.Jerry. - 21. 
Farre11, Pte.P., (60th) (killed) - 23. 

{ Index) 

G. 
Gascoigne, Lieut-Col.F .A., D.s.o. (60th) - 15, 25, 29. 
Gallen, Lieut.H., (60th (killed) - 28. 

H. 

Gordon, Major. ("Ra.lph Connor") - 24. 
Gordon,Lieut.( (60th) - 28. 
Gray, Sergt. 60th) - 30. 
Gunn, Capt., (C.A.M.C.) - 34. 

Haig, Field-Marshal Sir Douglas, - 13. 
Hall, Capt.c.M., (60th) - 11, 29. 
Hanson, Capt.Charles, (C .F .A.) - 9 . 
Ringston,LieutH . R. (60th) - 28. 

K & L 
- Kavanagh, Bandsman Jno., (60th} (killed) - 21. 

Kennedy, Sergt., (60th} - 30. 

! · 

King, Lieut.A .M. , (60th) (killed) - 34. 
Leonard, Major Wood , (C.F.A.) - 30. 

Macfarlane, Lieut . B.C. (60th} (killed) - 28. 
Mayatt, Pte., (60th) - 23. 
iller, ~ajor • (60th) - 15. 

Miller, Lieut.s .c . ~60th) - 28. 
Molson, Capt.Percy, TP:P.c.L.I.) (killed) - 21. 
Munro, :Pte., (60th) ( lcilled) - 23. 
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McCrae , Pte. , (60th} (killed) - 15. 
McCombe, Lieut-Col . Galt, (14th) - 17. 29. 
McCuaig , Brig-Gen Eric. (13th} - 25. 
]cGibbon, Lieut.s . R.

1 
(60th)- 15. 

Mcllaffie, Hapt . G.A. \ 60th) - 29 . 

- ~iven, Capt-.Hugh, (P .P . C. L. I . ) - 21 . 
Notman , Lieut.Wilfred, (C . F .A. } - 26 . 
Fetars , Lieut-Col . Charles , (C .A.M. C.) - 21 . 
Frice, Capt .Basi1 , - 29. 

R & S 
- Redmond , Capt.R. M. , (60th) - 15, 16, 25, 28, 29 . 

(index) 

Ross, Capt . Gordon, (14th) (killed) - 17 . 
Shaughnessy, Capt.the Hon .A. T. , (60th} (killed) - 15, 16. 
Shires , Capt. - 21 . 
Skinner, Capt .R. S. , (60th) - 28 . 
Steven, Pte .H., (60th) (killed) - 23. 

T & V 

1· 

- Tanner , Lieut-Col . 1 (C .A.M. C. ) killed} - 26. 
Tees, Capt.Fred., \C .A.M. C. } - 21 . 
Tompkins , Capt .N.M. (Chaplains) - 11, 21. 
Turner, Lieut-Col .W. G. , M. C. (C .A.M. C) - 17, 21. 
Vessey, Capt.E . J . , (60th) (killed) - 26, 28. 

Wage, Capt . , (C .A.M . ~ .} - 31. 
Waterson , · Capt., (C .A.M. C. ) (killed) - 22, 24. 
Weatherall, Pte . , (60th) - 25. 
Whitehead, Capt . Edward, (14th) (killed) - 17. 
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LETTER FROM LIEUT.ARTHUR M.FISHER R.A.M.C. (KILLED IN ACTION) 

My dear Bob: 

Cape Hellas. 

s.s."Devanha" 

December 2I I915. 

In going through some papers the other night I 

found a card you gave me before I left Montreal with your ad

dress on the back, and I remembered that I had promised to write 

you sometime during the year, so here goes, old man, although 

I'm afraid I can't tell you anything very interesting because 

you probably hear more news than I do. However I am in hopes 

that most of your war letters have been from France and not from 

the Dardanelles, so you may find something i~teresting in this. 

I left England the first time about the middle of July and 

after stopping at Malta, Alexandria and Port Said finally ar

rived in this country just at the time of the Sulva Bay landing, 

which no doubt you have heard about. · That took place about the 

7th and 8th of August, and the first two weeks we were up here 

they had over 40000 casualties, and for a time we were kept 

pretty busy. Toward the end of August we had so many sick and 

wounded about here and in Alexandria and Malta that they had to 

evacuate to England, and I was fortunate enough to get a carrier 

back with 500 patients on board. ---

You know we made three landings here, Bob, one at this place 

Cape Rellas, the second at Anzac where the Australians and New 

Zealanders made a name for themselves, and the third at Sulva. 
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It is fourteen miles from here to Anzac. Of the three places 

Anzac is the ·most interesting to me, but here there are many 

points of interest and one likes to stand on the deck and watch 

the scrapping going on. Yesterday for instance we could see the 

boys playing football when the Turks started to shell the beach, 

then you couldn't see anything except a little smoke and a few 

mules running around. Lord only knows where they all go, but 

they seem to disappear. Just about a stone's throw from here 

is a buoy marking the place where the "Majesticn was sunk. For 

a long time her bow was above water, but now that has disappeared. 

Close by is the old "River Clyde". She was a liner which was 

run ashore at the time of the landing and was supposed to play 

the same part here1-·as the wooden horse did in Troy, but the Turks 

were too much for them. The Turk is a good clean fighter, Bob, 

as long as he is on the defensive, but he won't attack. They 

tried it a couple of times, but were badly cut up and now they 

are simply playing a waiting game.---

One can see Achi Baba very plainly from here. It is the hill 

which is supposed to command the Straits, and the hill we made so 

many desperate attempts to take, but they all failed. It is a 

long low lying hill and looks quite innocent, but from all we 

can hear it is impregnable. Our line here is about three miles 

inland and stretches right across the Peninsula, but there isn't 

a spot on the piece we hold that the Turks can't sweep with 

their guns from the Asuatic side. The French are holding a 

part of the line here and we are holding the rest. Then at 

the entrance to the Straits one can always count on seeing six 
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or seven destroyers and a cruiser or two, watching for submar

ines and the "Goeben" in case she should venture out. It is 

amusing to watch the Turks trying to hit a destroyer. You know 

they are not very large and move about at no slow pace, and it 

seems impossible to hit them. When we wre here the time before 

last they got after one and it simply kept cutting the figure of 

eight till the Turks got disgusted. 

At Anzac conditions were different. There the bank is very 

steep, and I can't understand how the Australians got up as they 

did. There the whole side o~ the hill is studded with dugouts 

and there again the whole of our ground was exposed to shell fire 

from a battery on Gaba Tape, whi~h we were never able to take, 

and also from Hill 971 on the left, a hill which we took a 

couple of times, but from which we were forced to retire. At 

Sulva we got inland a couple of miles, but that was apparently 

the best we could do at that time. No doubt you have had re-

cent news from Sulva and Anzac which was most depressing, but I 

can assure you that it is not really one quarter as bad as it 

might seem on paper, and everything will work out for the best. 

After all our reverses in this country and all the sacrifices 

we have made apparently for nothing, the spirit of the troops 

is remarkably good, and they seem more determined than ever to 

win. Mistakes have been made, and God knows more have been made 

in this part of the world than anywhere else, but I ~hink we . 
have hit our stride now and it will take something to beat us. 

One has to be over here to understand why certain moves are made, 

and why moves are not made whioh appear very simple and easy. 
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I hardly think I am giving away any military secret when I say 

that we have a large army in Africa, which we can't touch for 

different reasons. I had the good fortune to spend eight weeks 

in Alexandria, and know a little of what is going on in Northern 

Africa. ---

Well, Bob, I have wandered on and on, and haven't said one half 

of what I wanted to say when I started, and yet if I don't stop 

you will get tired reading. ---

I was in hopes that I would be able to have Christmas dinner with 

Gowdey an ·Egypt, but dt is too late now, and if this wind doesn't 

change I shall spend the day here. We can't go right in to the 

beach, and with a wind blowing they can't bring the patients out 

to us. 

In lots of ways I'm sorry that I haven 1 t been to France, but 

for excitement I really think this is as good as any. With the 

Balkans just Norbh, the Dardanelles close by, Egypt to the South 

and an odd submarine here and there there is plenty of variety. 

For the past month I have been on a hospital ship, which is 

about as safe a place as a man can be and still be in the Big 

Show. 

Give my very best to all my friends in the Hospital if you should 

happen to see them, and remember me to your Mother and Father. 

I hope old sport, that you will find something worth reading in 

this, but really letter writing is not my strong suit. 

Your sincere friend, 

Arthur Fisher. 



• 



ARTHUR FISHER. A.M.F. { 5} 

H.M.H.S. "Devanha.". 

Alexandria, 

February 22 I9I6. 

Dear Bob: 

Just a line to inform you jhat I got your letter, in

sufficiently addressei as it was, and I need not say how vwry 

welcome it was. It is good to hear some real news from a place 

like the Royal Victoria Hospital which occupies a very warm spot 

in my heart. I was getting almost discouraged over my correspond

ence, as I have reee1vea very few answers considering the number 

of letters l have written. Fortunately my wife's letters and also 

my Mother's arrive regularly, but I have only had one letter from 

my brother, and I know he has mailed several. ---

I hardly know whether I shall forgive you or not for making pub

lic my last letter, but if you found anything interesting in it, 

why all well and good. Tdme is nothing to me now and I write 

simply to pass the hours. When we have a load of wounded and sick 

we are very busy, then that is usually followed by ten days or 

~o weeks ~th absolutely nothing to do. At present we are in 

Alexandria having the ship overbauled, and that means two weeks 

holidays. I don't suppose the Chief would recognize me now, 

because really, Bob, I was quite energetic wh~le I was in the R.V.H. 

Since I wrote you in December we have made several interesting 

trips. We didn't stay long at Cape Hellas, but went on up to 

Anzac where we played a small part in the evacuation. This 

ship seems to make a specialty of evacuations ate, as you will 





A.M.F. (6) 

see before I finish. It w~s rather exciting at Anzac, and from 

a military point of view most successful, as we got away with 

very few casualties. I'm afraid that I told you all about that 

in my last letter, so I will start again at a later date. We 

spent both Christmas and New Year's on the water somewhere bet

ween here and Mudros, and arrived back at Cape Hellas for the 

evacuatinn there. That was a bit more exciting as it was ac

companied by a terrific Turkish bombardment the day before the 

actual evacuation. Strange to say a Division which had been re

moved from Sulva to Hellas had to bear the heavy part• of it. 

Several who had been at Sulva since the landing were killed and 

wounded during the Turkish attack. That seemed rough luck after 

staying so long on the Peninsula. The Turks knew we were leaving, 

because they dropped a note from an aeroplane on the 2nd or 3rd 

of January saying they were sorry to see us go. After the at

tack on Friday they found it was impossible to break our line, 

so they didn't bother us again and every man got away. Unfort

unately we were loaded by five and were relieved by another 

ship. The last man came off at twelve thirty. I wanted to 

stay because I knew that Leeson was on shore and would be one 

of the last to come off. However he got off alright, and was 

in Alexandria a few weeks ago. He has had a pretty tough time. 

On his way out to the Peninsula something happened to his craft 

and he was swimming in the Mediterranean for a few hours. --

From Hellas ww went to Malta where we disembarked our patients, 

and then went into new fields and pastures green. It was a trip 

I shall never forge~, full of excitement and lots of work. First 
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we went up to Toranto which is on the South of Sunny Italy, and 

from there to Valona in Albania, where& we were looked after by 

the Italian navy. They are alright you know, Bob, but one always 

feels much more secure when accompanied by a couple of our own 

torpedo boats, specially through mine fields. The conditions we 

found at Valona were something terrible, and I can't begin to 

describe them. In future I will believe anything I hear about 

the Balkans and the condition of the Balkan armies. Servian sob

diers were coming in at the rate of 2-3 thousand a day. Those 

who were able to go on board a transport did so, and the rest. went 

to a camp that was called a hospital. This camp consisted of a 

few rubber sheets slung on branches of trees. There were no 

tents, no sanitary conditions, no doctors and no medical stores 

there at the time. There were about a hundred and fifty there one 

afternoon, who had arrived that day, and seventeen died during 

the night. This happened while we were there, so I can vouch 

fo~ the truth of the tale. About that time a ship arrived full 

of Red Cross stores, or Servian Relief goods, and we were awked 

to pick out what we thought would be necessary, which we did. 

At the same time we picked out supplies for our own ship as we 

were ordered up to Medua, about I20 miles up the coast. Now I • 

will tell you what we took. IOOO shirts, IOOO pairs of socks, 

IOOO pairs of boots and the same of Cardigans and blankets. Un

fortunately they had no trousers, which is the most important 

part of a man's wearing apparil. This fact proved rather amus

ing when about a week later we disembarked these patients at 

Biserta and had to send them off with a blanket each. ---



• 
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We got to Medua about ten Sunday morning and no sooner got our 

anchor down than out came these Servians, and if ~eo~le ever 

needed help, they did. We can carry five hundred and thirty 

quite easily, but at five o'clock we had eleven hundred on board 

with more to come, so we pulled up and got out. 

cruel thing to do, but we couldn't do any more. 

It seemed a 

They were all 

covered with sores, swarming with vermin, and dying of starvation, 

nothing else. We would not let anyone on the ship unless he was 

a proper case for a hospital ship, so you can imagine what a 

collection we had. It makes one feel proud to be part of a 

nation which can afford to give these people clothes to wear, 

food to eat and a bed to sleep on, besides ·a safe journey to 

the North of Africa. One feels that he has at least done a lit

tle good in this world. ---

Many amusing things happened on our trip down from Medua. I had 

an interpreter in my ward who spent some time in Canada work-

ing for the C.P.R. He could explain most things to me, but 

occasionally he would stick on a technical term. One day we 

were going around and came on one who was about to depart from 

this life. He tried to tell me what was wrong, but failed. Fin-

ally he said, "Jesus Christ ', No steam". 

enough for me. ---

That was expressive 

This was only going to be a short line when I started, but as I 

told you before, I often do this sort of thing. ---

We brought a load of convalescent Indians from Malta here, and had 

orders to sail for Bombay at four that afternoon, but unfortun

ately the orders were cancelled. That was a sore touch, but 
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here 1 S hoping we may still see a bit of that country. 

I want to be remembered to your Mother and Father and to all my 

friends about the Hospital. 

Yours etc. 

Arthur M.Fisher. 

CLIPPING FROM THE MONTREAL GAZETTE 

DR. A. M. FISHER KILLED 
McGill Graduate and Son-in

law of Hon. F. B. Carvell 
Woodstock, 7 • B, Oct. 14.-Mr . 

Will'iam N. Fisher, of \Yoodstock, 1·E

ceived word today that .ller son. Dt·. 
fCapt.) Arthur l\L Fishu, was ldlled 1 

in action at the front on Friday. 

I 
Capt. Fisher was a son-in-1-a,w oif 

Hon. Fraq1k B. Carve11, Minis1er of 
Pubolic Works. He was 26 year.s of 
age, and a gt·a.duate of McGill Uni 
ver ity. He went ove•rseas in the 
ea1•!Jy st.ages of the wat·, and was 
home on leave about a yea.t· ago. 

OCTOBER I9I'7. 
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LETTER FROM NURSING SISTER MABEL CLINT R.R.C., C.A.M.C. 

With the Ist Canadian Contingent 

Dear Mr.Fetherstonhaugh: 

On Board R.M.S."Franconia" 

October 9 I9I4. 

Knew you would be interested in the en

closed card. It has been a wonderful voyage so far, and extra

ordinary weather. The 35 transports and escort make a great 

picture. Each ship is t mile from the next in line ahead, and 

It miles apart laterally. They keep their distances well on the 

whole. When a vestige of smoke appears on the horizon a cruiser 

goes off to investigate. Only a few British ships have passed 

us, including the nsuffolk" going west yesterday. Have been 

sailing since the 3rd, and do not expect to land till the 16th. 

"It's a long way to Tipperary". 

M.Clint. 

Devonport 

October 16 !914. 

The card with the names of ships as extracted from your letter 

by someone, and I have only just goj another. ---

The entry into Plymouth Sound Wednesday afternoon was magnificent, 

and though the inhabitants were surprised, they gave us a great 

receptipn. All the men on 6 tr nsports are disembarking now, and 
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we have just moored at the quay. The Governors of St.Thomas' 

Hospital, London, have invited the IOO sisters to be their 

guests for two weeks, and we leave by special train to-day some-

time. It is rumoured that we have tea at Sandringham Tuesday. 

Kind regards, 

ENCLOSURE. 

M.Clint. 

FORMA'"l"ION OF 

CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 

:: :: CONVOY .. .. .. .. 
Column Z Column Y Column X 

H .M.S. Eclipse H.M.S. Diana H.M.S. Charybdis 
(Flag Ship) 

Transport Megantic 

Ruthenia 

Bermudian 

Alaunia 

lvernia 

Scandinavian 

Sicilian 

Montezuma 

Lapland 

Cassandra 

Florinzal 

Transport Caribbean Transport Scotian 

Athenia Arcadian 

Royal Edward 

Franconia 

Canada 

Monmouth 

Zeeland 

Corinthian 

Virginian 

Andania 

H.M.S. Glory 

Manitou Transport Saxonia 

Tyrolia Grampian 

Laurentic Lakonia 

Tunisian Montreal 

H.M.S. Talbot 

Royal 
George 
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LETTER FROM NURSING SISTER IDA B.SMITH R.R.C.,C.A.M.C. 

With the Ist Canadian Contingent 

On Board R.M.S'JFranconia" 

October ? I9I4. 

My dear Mr.Fetherstonhaugh: 

So many interesting details have been 

told you by the other sisters that I think only the rumours 

are left ~or me to relate. These are more varied and im~robable 

than ever related in the Ward J Gazette. "They say" ·· is the orig

inator, and the supply seems inexhaustible. To-day we hear we 

are landing at London, yesterday it was the French Coast, South-

ampton and Liverpool. One moment we are to go in three groups 

to different ports, the next we are to arrive together. Since 

5 P .M. on Saturday we "have been leaving the fleet". but still 

are all together, except the "Alaunia" and "Andania", which 

accompanied by the cruiser "Diana" and the "Laurentic"(which has 

guns) proceeded at full speed Sunday night, ahead. "They say" 

that scarcity of provisions was thB reason. The "Majesticn has 

taken the place of the "Diana" in the front of the line. For 

several days the battleshtip "Queen Mary" has been accom~anying 

us; and any who have not before realized that "Britannia rules 

the Waves" must surely do so now. 

We have never for an instant felt any doubt of our safety. Our 

only dread has been fog with the ships so close in line. The 

pace maker of the convoy is the "Montrose", so you know our 
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speed. 

With all good wishes, 

Yours Sincerely, 

Ida B. Smith. 

~ CuNARD 
R·M:S'.'fRAriCON lA': 

(Commander D . S. Mi ller, R.D., R.N .R ,) 

•• "G~~ 1l:.oung~ '• mon~(l!· Oct. 5 . 1914 

8-00 P.M., SHARP 

MUSICAL P ROGRAMME 

Skirl from Pipes . .. Driver Moffatt 

Piano Solo . . . Private Hardace 

Song ... ~~9'f;Ui~· S.,gt. Sbaw 

Recitation .~a /.1)/U:u, );-. ~ ~ Sergt. Downard 

" The German Band " . .. The Senior Officers 

Song (Harry Lauder). Jf 0<-. ~ Cfr ~~~~, Driver Nelson S .x_/ ;;_ s 
n ec1 d uy ff g Jflti.X.j --

Duet-"Excelsior ' • ... ~L ieut. Binks and Sergt. Wood 

"Sermon '' . , . Sergt. W a~burton 

Song Sergt. Wood 

Duet Comedians Johnson and Jackson 

Mandolin Solo ... Driver Rees 

Duet Lieut. Warren and Sergt. Shaw 

GOD SAVE THE KING 





LETTER FROM NURSING SISTER ALICE DUSSAULT 

R.R.C., C.A.M.C. 

With the Ist Canadian Contingent 

on board R.M.S."FRANCONIA" 

A.D. 

October 9 I9I4. 

Dear Mr. Fetherstonhaugh: 

The R.V.H. contin-

gent while crossing on this expedition have 

given you many a thought. We are having 

beautiful weather. Monday last we witnessed 

a rescue. A sailor from the "Royal Edward" 

which is ~receding us, while doing some 

work wa~:J ~~ olinging to a chain which suddenly 

gave way, and he fell into the sea. Our ship 

gave the signal 91 Man overboard". He was a 

fine swimmer, and swam past our ship to 

port side. Belts were thrown to him and 

he was fortunate enough to ~et the last one. 

He swam under into it, then they lowered a 

boat and went for him. Our excitement was 

intense. The man was in the water twenty-

five minutes, but does not seem any the 

worse for it. Our Captain says that of 

all the accidents they have had on this 

ship only three were ever rescued. As the 

"Royal Edwa.rd" did not even know what had 

(I) 

MONTREAL NURSES 
ON HOSPITAL SHIP 

No News of Sisters Alice Dus
seault and Gladys 

Sa re 

GRAVE FEARS FOR SAFETY 

Stretcher-Bearer From Outre
mont, Leo McAnally, Who 

Had Been at Front, on 
Ill-Fated Vessel 

T w o nursing sisters and one 
stretcher-bearer in the Canadian 
Medical Services from Montreal 
were on the ill-fated hospital ship 
Llandovery Castle, and the Admi ... 
ralty message last night leaves prac
tically no hope as to · their safety. 
One of these nursing sisters, Miss 
Alice Dusseault, was a first contin
gent nurse, and the other, Miss 
Gladys Sare, had been overseas for 
over two years, and had nursed her 
brother, when he was wounded. The 
stretcher- bearer, Leo McAnally, a 
young man of only 20 years, had 
served in the trenches. ' 

Miss Alice Dusseault, whose home 
is at 673 Cadieux street, and who 
wrote to her mother announcing that 
the hospital ship was sailing about 
ten days ago, was one of the first 
Canadian nurses to volunteer for 
active service overseas. She was a 
graduate of the Royal Victoria Hos
pital, where she was engaged at the 
outbreak of the war, and when the 
call for 100 nurses came, she re
sponded and sailed with the first 
contingent in the famous armada 
that reached Plymouth, England, in 
mid-October, 1914. When the first 
Canadian hospitals crossed over to 
France and began their \vork on the 
coast, Miss Dusseault went with one 
of them and continued on that duty 
until about a year ago. After a trip 
home she joined the staff of the 
hospital ship, and in January of this 
year she managed to get to Mont
real before making the return trip. 
She had been hoping it might be 
possible to get home again after the 
last voyage from Englnnr, · - · wrote 
home saying that they were start
ing out on another voyage at short 
notice. This letter was recPiv~ · · just 
ten days ago, bPing dated from Hal
ifax. Nursing Sister Dusseault had 
been with the LlandoYery Castle on 
half a dozen trips to and fro. In a 
previous letter she told of sighting 
enemy submarines, but said that 
they sl1eered off when they saw the 
hospital ship. As one of the first 
coniingent nurRes who had done 
good ~·ork at the Canadian Red 
Cross hospital at Le Touquet, near 
Roulogne. .\tiss Dus!'leault had be+"n 
decorated by the King with the 
Ho) a 1 Red Cross Order. 
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happened till. we informed her, it was fortunate that we were 

behind. ---

Trusting that you are getting along nicely, and trusting that 

some of us will live to give you a verbal account of all this, 

Sincerely yours 

A.Dussault. 

FROM THE MONTREAL STAR - JULY I9I8. 
·---·-- -·-----·--

' 
LLANDOVEI<Y CASTLE 

Nursing Sister ~lice Dussault, of 
Montreal, believed to have perished 
when the hospital ship was tor· ' 
pedoed. 





J,H,R. (1) 

LETTER FROM NURSING SISTER JESSIE H.ROBERTSOB R.R.C.,C.A.M,C, 

Le Touquet, France, 

January S 1915. 

--- Twenty of us left London for Boulogne under Miss Daisy Camp

bell as acting matron. There we wer6 stationed at the different 

hotels used as hospitals. Since then I have nursed a great 

number of interesting soldiers. We have had men from the Irish 

Guards, Coldstream Guards, Dublin Fusiliers, Northumberland Fus

iliers, Barks, Hants, Essex, Sussex, London Scottish, Black Watch, 

etc.etc. There was also a German Lieutenant with an Iron Cross, 

who afterwards died. The Prussian Guards were our guests on 

their way to England. After that we had another lot of German 

prisoners in long enough to have their wo~ds dressed, after 

which they too proceeded to England. ---

There was a very bad storm one night, about December 9th, and 

a ship wa• destroyed on the Coast. One of our doctors saw 2 men 

almost killed trying to save an old sailor. He took the life 

line from them, swam out, and brought the old man in himself. The 

old sailor was my patient, and wae not abla to leave the hosp

ital for a week. The doctor will probably receive something 

for his life saving work. It was in Gen.Frenoh'a orders for the 

week. While he was saving the Frenchman the fisher-folk stole 

his watch, eo his friends gave him another for Xmas. ---

When I was at Boulogne we were living in a hotel which was crowd

ed with people. and which had only one bath, so you can imagine 
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the struggle to get one. By speaking foe one Monday we some

times got it on Friday. Up till ten at night the maid would 

come up and ask if we still desired a bath, then after that 

would come and say the water wouldn't heat, or run out, or run 

in, - something always, so in the end we used to take our things 

over to another hotel and pay fl.5o. 

The enclosed picture is of a patient here. He gave me a signed 

account of his experiences; which will be an interesting little 

souvenir. ---

Sincerely, 

Jessie H.Robertson. 

Gunner McPhail, Garrison Artillery, who when 
making observations near Messines was taken 
prisoner by the Germans. He was condemned 
to be shot as a spy, but escaped and hid 
for two days between the German and British 
lines, afterwards joining the Lancasters. He is 
recovering from his wounds at Le Touquet. 





JESSIE ROBERTSOI. J.H.R.(3} 

No 2. Canadian Stat.Hospital. 

Le Touquet, August 18 1915. 

I was sick in England for a w~ile,~nd recovered to go to 

the front on the 15th of M47• Life was quite exciting then, and 

I saw lots of things as I was at Bethune at an officers' field 

ambulance dressing station. I received several people I knew 

and dressed their wounds. The place was shelled the night I left 

it, and the next day four orderlies were killed trying to save 

some of their equipment. There was lots to see and not much 

time to take it in, as I was on night duty and working as hard 

as I could. But I saw the men march through the town back to 

billets, and the big French guns go up to the line, and at night 

in the black darkness regiments used to go through, and transports 

with coal. food and ammunition, until dawn. I would not have 

missed it for anything. They have since taken away the nurses 

from dressing stations. There were 3 other sisters (English) 

there besides myself. It was a great life, and a great strain as 

well. We could hear the guns, even the rifle fire, as we were 

only 3 miles from the line, and the roar of the cannon and the 

flashes when Festubert was on was like a bad thunderstorm. 

There was an aeroplane station quite near whioh the Germans always 

shelled at sunrise and sunset when the planes were starting out 

and returning. At the Casualty Clearing Station we received 

2,000 patients in the 24 hours. Some work ! I had a floor in 

an old c~teau and the stretchers were almost tight together on 

the floor, and all day long I dressed convoy after convoy. The 
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worst cases never live to get down to hospitals. ---

I have seen almost all of the McGill Hospital people. Drs.Turner, 

Archibald and John McCrae were here one night to dinner. It was 

good to see them again, I can tell you. 

The unit and nurses with whom I came over to France last November 

have gone to the Dardanelles, and will probably spend the winter 

in Egypt. 

I am enclosing a picture of my billet in Bethune. Two nurses 

lived there with a maid. 

Jessie H.Robertaon. 
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LETTER FROM NURSING SISTER ISABELLA D.STRATHY,RRC. C.A.M.C. 

March 6 1916. 

Dear Father: 

I have had several changes of scene since I last 

wrote to you. We left Le Touquet last October and went to a 

hospital tn a school house in the outskirts o' Boulogne. Early 

in December I had my leave and spent it in London with the family. 

On February ·4 I got one hour's notice to leave with 6 other girls 

for No.2 Canadian· Casualty Clearing Station, so here I am. We 

motored up, and it took us about 3 hours. Quite a decent ride 

past the big aerodrome base near St.Omer. We are in a prison 

here on the banks of the La Bassee Canal. The prisoners were all 

shipped elsewhere when the Germans came down this way in the early 

march towards Paris. There is a high stone wlll with a big arched 

gateway, and on each side of the arch there are 3 little rooms 

built into the walls. These are our billets, and they are mighty 

cosy and comfortable as billets go, which means they aren't 

damper than you can stand, and some days when it's very warm and 

the fire is burning well you don't see your breath unless you 

look hard. ---

Hospital barges pass up and down all the time. They hold 30 beds 

and are for the very siekest men who could not stand any other 

sort of travelling. The inside is hollowed out into one big ward, 

with two little bunks at one end for the sisters (2) and the 

officer in charge. The orderlies, 8 or 10, are huddled up in 





·.ROYAl RED CROSS 
GIVEN MISS STRATHY 

• ·ursing- Si tcr Isabella D. Strathy · 
, has been granted the Royal Red Cross I 

of the second class for ser:Yice ren- i 
i dered at the front. 
j Miss Strathy is a daughter of the ! 
11ate Lieut.-Col. A. L. Strathy, of the · 
I 5th Royal S-cots and a niece of H. 
_Gordon Strathy and Mrs. Hugh Paton. l 
Her mother and sisters ha ·e been for 
some time in England engaged in war 
relief work. Her •brother, Lieut. Lee 1 

Strathy, w·ho went to the front with 1 
an artillery unit, was recently de- i 

corated with the Military Cross by ! 
the King. ' 

Miss Strathy is no\v in a conYales- ! 
cent hospital •at Ramsgate, where she 
is recovering fr.om an attack of pleu- 1 
risy. She expects to return to 
France next month. After graduat-

1 ing from the Montreal General Hos- 1' 

pital Miss Strathy went to France 
with the First Canadian C.ontingent. 

1 

Her engagement to Capt. Alex Mc
Murtry, C. F. A., has recently been 

~announced. I 

I.D.S. (Insert} 
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the other end •. There is a tiny kitchen, a dispensary, and of 

course a gramophone. ---

We are not in the front line trenches, but it is not unusual for 

Taubes to deposit bombs round about us, and our windows rattle 

pleasantly when the heavy guns fire, and at night sometimes we 

can see the flashes of them in the sky. ---

I am enclosing a post card of our little home. 

Very Sincerely Yours, 

Isabella D.Strsthy. 

AIRE-sur-la-LYS - Yuc extcrieurc du [H~nilenci 1 du Fort Gassion 

Aire, A. Lequiem , Imp. 








