
To aT'- A l(hcss oF' th HousE OF Co~o·w~TB, clat·.;d :2~th Ft>bnmry, 1B70, fL>r 

~opies of all Cor· ~spon(lenco bet :veen the U'>Yt:rmue>11t mv1 tJH' Iroquo1 s 

Indians of Two lounta.ins, o · other pa.rtic ·, r ,,, .tiYe to the sale or surrender 

of the Im.1im.: Lands, witL Copies of Onlor' in Cui.ucil or ot,u·r ocnm .. mt · 

relating to the diilitmlties e.xi::;ting with sn.id India.ns; n. 1d al.'o, a statement 

hewing \vhat reserves arc availn,ble for such Indians in othc1· pu-t.; of the 

Country. 

By Command. 

DEPART~1E~TT OF THE S1X'TIET~\.RY OF STAT!.-~, 
Ottawa, 31st ~larch, 1870. 

J. C. AIKI.._ JS, 

Seerctary of State. 

Ln.mls, with CJpies of tho OnLrs in Conncil a:nl other Llot;umcnts relntin~ to the diiiiculties 

existin~ with the Inrlin.ns, as called for in Parli,unent hy ..... ~ hlre::;s to llis Excellency 

the Governor General, dated 2 ith Febnt:lry, 1870. 

DEP.AR'DlEXT OF TilE SECRETARY OF ~TATE FOR 'filE PHOYI "CES, 

lnilian Braneh. 
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====-===================== -

List of Copies '!!Documents, re Indians of the Loke '!! Two luountnins, fi<rni.,hed 
ludian Depcwtment to tlw llouse of ComJ!Witi:f . 

No. 1.-Memol'ial of the Troquois Indians of the Lake of Two l\Iountaius, to the Ho 
Sir J olm A. 1\-fcDonald, elated 1Oth Decem lJer, 18G8. 

No. 2.-Petitiou to His Excellency the Right Hono11thle Ohs. Stanley Viscount l\Ionc: 
from the Indians of the Lake of Twu .Mountains, 8th Angust, 1~G8. 

No. 3.-Deed of Deposit of a certain paper-writing (papia· ecrit). Dated 28t November, 18G8. 

No. 4.-Petition from the Algonquin Indians of the Lake of Two llfountains, <htteu 3JstJu1y, 18G8. 

No. 5.-Rev. l\Ir. Mercier, Missionary at tl;e Lake of Two llfouuta.ins, to Honorahle tLe Secre'ary of State, cbted :~rd August, lt G8. 

No. G.-Rev. lift·. llaile, Superiot· of the, 'emiuary of 'ulpice, liioutt-ea.l, to the Hon. 
the Sc,cretmT of State, dated l2t11 October, 18G8. 

No. 7.-Deed of' ll atiii ea ti on, Ly tlt e French King, dated 7th April, I 718. 
No. 8.--Deed of Ratification, by the French Kiug, dated 17::3:5. 

No. 9.-Extmct ft·om the Register of Superior Cotu tcil of Que bee, or<l eri ng the registt"atioJ. of Deeds of Rntificntion. 

No. IO.-Letter li-Oltl tLe Attorney Geneml's Office f01· the Province of Quebec, to Hon. 
the Sem·e tary of Sta to, tt"a n s m itti ng J urlge Course]' s Report, relative to the distu r Lances at the Lake of Two .1\fountains. 

No. 11.-Jullge Ooursol's Rep01·t on the al>ove. 

No. 1 2.-The IIon. the Sem·ta ''Y of S l<t te to the Iroq no is Indians of the Lake of Two }\[ onntains, dated 20th OctobPr, 1 (:)G8. 

No. 13.-Letter from His Excellency the Gonm10r Gene m! to the I t"OCjltois Indians of 
the Lake of Two 1\Iullnt<~.in~, c1;lted 2:3nl OetoLer, I ~Gt-l. 

No. 14.-Tlte Hon. the Secretary of State to tLe 1\loutreal Rentiuaty, dated 3nl November, l8GR. 

No. 15.-Reveren<l Messit·e DaiJe, Supmi,>r of the Remiuary of llfontrea.I, to tl1e 
Hon. the S cretary of f''tate, dated Dth November, 1868. 

No. 16.-TJJC Hon. the Secretary of State to the Iroq no is Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains, dated 9th Deceinl>er, 1868. 

No. 17.-&eretary of St~tte to the Aigouquins Indians of Lake of Two llfouutains, dated 1Oth December, 1868. 

No. I ".-Patition from the Iroquois Indians to the Go\'emor General, dated 8th Fel>ruary, 1869. 

No. I 9.-Telegram from the S!Ulte to the same, dated FeLrumy 22ud, l8G9. 
No. 20.-Letter 6-om the Go,-ernor Geneml's Office to the lndi:ms of tl10 Lake of Two l\lonlltali1s, dated 23nl February, 18fW. 

No. 21.-Let. ter from tlJC U OYemor t.lcnc1·a 1' s Office to the Hon. tlw p, ·ivy Counci 1, 
enclosing Petition and Telegram ul•ovo l'efetnd to, for t·eport, chted 23rd February, ] 869. 

No. 22.-The hoquois Indians to His E>cellcncy the f{ovemor General, dated 2Gtlt Felm.htry, 186U. 

No. 2~.-Letter fl'Ont tlte Seet·etary of State's Office, to the Iroquois Indians, dated 1f5th .l\Jarch, 1860. 

No. 24.-Rovercnd ~h. Bnile, Superio1· of the Semina1y of St. Sulpice, to the Hon. the Secretary of State, date<l 2nd June, 1869. 
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N 1. 21.-!T n . th'") S~ceet:1ry- of Shte to ,J n l~'l Cout·sol, d·1t3l 8th f:hptemh<>r, 1 69. 
/:f[ 0. 2 ).-1u ]~~ a mr:r)l':~ ~~cotd R port, rb,teLl 18th S.;ptember, 1 'G!), in reference to his 

V 1\I's.-)ir)'l nt the L·tke of Two ~I untn,in .. 
No. ~i.-Letter from the UJl<lel' ~· r·re :Lry of Staw to Judge Coursol, dated 23rd. 

\;ptember, 1869. 
No. 28. -The Hon. the Secretary of Stato to Judge Coursol, da,ted 1"1th October, 

1869. 
No. 29.-Thinl Re1nrt from ,Juclre Uour:nl to the Hon. the Sccr0tnxy of State, da,tecl 

27th OctoLer, 18()9. 
No. :10.-Tht> Hon. the f'ecretat-y of Rtate to Jn(L~e Coursol, (b,tecl -1-th Novem1)~r, 1 69. 
No. :H.-Petition f,·om the Iroqnoi<; Indians of the Lak(-l of Two 1\lonntains to the Hon. 

the Se0retary of St,tte for the Provin .s. (No cLtte.) 
No. :3~.-Petiti'Jn to His ~x.cellency the Governor G .. meritl, from the Iroquois Indians 

of the Lake of Two .i\lountains. 
No. :n.-S •cret:u·.v of Sta,te for the Provinces to the Reverend 1Ir. Baile, dated 26th 

January, 1870. 
N . ~ +. -R ym·entl Mt·. B:tile to the Hon. the Secretary of State for the I'rovinces, dated 

2(5th F •Lruary, 1~70. 
No. 3.'5.-1Lve1'Cmcl .John Borland. '\V t3i'!ley;m ~1l-;.;;ionwy and Ch'Li.rtn'Ln of the Qtlebec 

District, to the Hon. the Secret,try of State for the Provinces, dated 17th 
Febrnnrv, L 70. 

No. :H>.-Th~ Hon. the S cretary of State for the Province!-!, to the Reverend John 
Borlancl, cltttetl 12rh March, 1 70. 

No. :37.-Rev. John Borla cl to the Hon. the Secretary of State for the Provinces, 
dctted 17Lh Thhrch, 18/0. 

No. :17.~.-Hon. J. Howe to Reverend J. Borland, 2Gth ~.farch, 1870. 
No. 3"~-Report from the In<lian Office, relative to tlw complaints of the Iroquois 

Indians of Lake of Two Mountains, d<ttcd 18th March, 1869. 
No. :~D.-Report on the Petition of the Algonquin Indians of the Lake of Two 

~lonntnin., d:ttP.(l :Wth October, 18G8. 
No. 40.-R port on the Petition of the Iroquois Indians of the Lake of Two ~fountains, 

dated 9th October, 18G . 
No. J.l.-Re!)Ql't of the Hon. the Priv..,v Council on the above, clate(l2Hh Mq, 1869. 
No. ·B.-Extract tt·om RC'port of the Committee of the Privy Conncil on land applications, 

chtecl Hth Augn . ..;t, 18;):3. 
No. 4:3.-Extmct from Sdl('dn1e, shewing the distribution of the area of land set apart 

for the Indian ·, dated 7th J nne, 185 3. 



PROVIXCE oF Qur::nEc,} 
DoMINION OF UANADA. 

4 

(Copy, No. 1.) 

To the Ilonorable Sir John Jfacdonald, C. B., jJfim'ste?' of J, stice a,n(l Attorney Gene'mZ 
jot· the Province of Ontario, 'in the Dominion of Oaruu{ct;, (L-e., (C:c. 

HoxoRADLE Sm,- The humble memorial of tl1e Indian Chiefs and Ircquois of the 
Lake of Two Mountains, in thE' said Dominion, respectfully sheweth :-

That their petition of the 8th llay of August now last past (1868), to His Excellency 
Lord ~Ionck, late Governor of the sni<l Dominion, in the French language, a true copy 
of wbich is now produced (exhibit letter A.), setting forth certain grievances against the 
priests of the Seminary of Snint Sulpice, was to have been referred for adjustment to the 
HonoraLJe the Secretary of State for Canacb, as per the accompauying acknowledgment 
(exhibit lette1· B.) 

That much t') tl1eir loss, prejudice, and detriment, yQur memorialists are yet suffering 
from the b-eatment of the priests, 'vho lmve not desisted from oppressing them since their 
said petition, antl ha.ve reduced them by their pride, hypocrisy, and avarice, to a most 
lamentnhle state of destitution and want. 

That their circumstances, wretched as they may appear, were consiclera.bly aggravated 
l)y tl1e visit to their otherwise quiet and pen.ceaule village, of a certain number of police
m€'n, headed by 1\Ir. Coursolles, a J\Iontrea.l magistn1.te, at the pressing and secret 
invitation of the aforesaid priests, who ha.d falsely and maliciously represented their tribe 
as Leing in open rebellion! Your memorialists not having been favored with the report 
upon this system of portable justice, would believe 1\Ir. Coursolles disposed to make one 
·upon t11e request of his superiors in oftice. 

Tlw,t in arlclition to the above stated annoyance, the priests have endeavoured to 
silence them into &u1Jmission to their ghostly authority (since they di!';believe their doctrine 
of purgatory), hy threu.ts of the penitentiary and transportation beyond the seas by the 
Briti. h govenunent. 

Th~t the accompanying letter of the Secret<.1.ry of State, written evidently under the 
saintecl invocation of the priests of the Seminary at the Lake of 'rwo l\Iountains, lead 
yonr mem01 inlists to npprebellll that justice" ill not 1Je fairly dealt to them, unless they 
could secure your spccia,l protection, a& the :Minister of J nstice. (See document letter C.) 

That your memorialists oLtained a vcrual concession, given by the Reverend Mr. 
Quiblier, then the Supe1·ior of the Seminary of Saint Sulpice, at a public meeting or 
conneil helll at the Lake of Two 1\Iountniuf'1, in the month of June, 1839, in the presence 
of the oflicers of the Inclinn Depm hnent, the hoquois chiefs and warrio1·s of that settle
ment, to the effect of cutting and selli11g firewood out of the lmHls they then occupied, 
or might hereafter wish to occupy in the Seigniory of the Lake of Two 1Iountains. The 
Iroqnois Indians having previously ohtaine<l a similar permit from His Excellency Sir 
J olm Colhourne, then Governm· in Chief in Lower f'anada, of all which certificates are 
now 1n·, .. < need, antl to which your honor is most ·espectfully,referred. (See document 
lettm· D.) 

That, on being clnly notified of the existence of the proofs of such a concession, the 
priests of the 8cmin:u·y of Saint Snlpice peremptorily denied and refust><l to admit them~ 

That ,YOU!' memorialistl-4, fm·thcrmm·r', respectfully refer your honor to the list of 
suhsc1·ipt.ious now prodnce<l in aid to the r-miiering Iroquois waniors of tbe Lake of Two 
~lountains, ,,s a proof 0f' their destitution awl poverty, and of the sympathy they have 
Pnlisted h.' their Wt•ll tri\~<l loyalty, courage, and goocl conduct, on the part of their 
lJPigh bom·s, ~h~ respcctn.l>le Prot<>stantfl of the adjoining county (see cxhil>it E.) That 
your memonnh:sts most re:'>p<ctfully concln<le uy soliciting the intervention of your honor 
in tht>i1· behalf, and obtain ou the pa1-t of the priests of the S minary of Saint SuJpice : 

Firstly, the recognition of those rights secm·ecl to their tl'ibe Ly the royal proclamation 
of His late Majesty Kiug George the 'l'llird, dated the 7th day of October, 1765. 
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Secondl.IJ, of the 27th and 40th articles of the treaty of capitulation. 
Thirdl!J, of the 3rJ section of the ordinance pa~~ed in the 17th year George 3rd, 

Cap. 7th. 
Fourthly, of the rights and privileges granted to the tenants (censitc~ires) of other 

seigniories in the province. 
Fifthl!J, of the liberty of conscience, the free circnla.tion and prea.ching of the Gospel 

by wlmtever means the Iroqnois of tbe Lake mny deem fit to devise. 
Sixthl!J, the opening anLl keeping of S<thllatll Schools with Evangelical teachers. 
ScL·entldy, of the appointment of Superintendent aml other officers of the Indian 

De1 artment, as existing in tl.e former times (18:37), only to bo selected from among 
Protestants, inste<u1 of Homnn \ttholics. 

Eighthly, of their rirrhts to cnt down ::mr1 make a tmffic, to their O"\vn hest profit 
and atlvantage, of the fireTirooLl, agreeable to the vcrl>al permit or concession referred to 
in <locmnent letter D. 

And your )lemorin.list::;, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

(Signed,) 

Lake of Two ~Io1mtains, 1Oth December, 1 GS. 

References :--
1. Petition to Lord 1\Ionck, Exhihit A. 
~. His Answrr. K'hil>it R. 
3. Letter of the. Seeret.n-y of State, C. 
4-. Certificate of .Tames 1 ughes, D. 
5. Subscri1'tion List, .E. 

No. 2. 

J OSEPH OXAS.AKEr-RAL, 

LOUIS KARE.TRATENK~A.TE, 
JEAX AE_'XAKEXRAT, 

Tno~rAs S.AKOKEXNI. 

SAS.ATIS ·lCARO)liiiS.'AKRUI, 

LOUIS X KARO.'H )I.JIIIUE, 

SA!::llE X TIAHOKATHE, 

SosE x LonETRES8ANE, 

N H'OLAS X TIIL\.:XOTOKElH, 

SosE x TEHA RIAKEOURA, 

D.AVID ATHO.TDI:XE, 

PIERRE x ToRo.·nEATo:x, 

Loun; dii.ATEHA. lL'OTIU. 

( Tmn._q{ated fronL the F·tcnch.) 

DISTRICT OF 'J..'ERREBON" E, } 

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 

To His Excellency tho Hivht Honorahle Charles Stanley, Vicount 1\'Ionck, Baron 
J\1ond: of BallvtramJH~m in il~ County of \Vexfur<l, Baron l\Ionek, of Ballytrammon in 
the Peerage of the ( uiLe~l Kingtlum or' Great Britain a.H<l Ireland, Governor General of 
the Dominion of Canada, &c., &e., &c. 

1\lay it please your K ·c('llency,-
The humble Petition of the undersignC'cl Chiefs of the Iroquois Tribe or Nation of 

o,e La.kc of Two 1\Ionntaius, in the Di:triut of 'I'l'l'l'ebonue, <lnly elected according to 
the law:-;, usages, and customs of the said Nation. 
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Respectfnlly sheweth ,-
That they are the clesc •u<lallts mlll rigl1tfnl representatiY s of that same Indian 

Nation or Tribe, with whom t,lw HriLif.:h Govemment mncle an aJlianee, and who lived 
nnder his special protection ]oni~ hC'fm·c n.wl afttll' tlw clay of the }loyal l)roclamation of 
His late Majesty, <Jeorge t]JC 'ntirtl of Glorious l\Iemory, dttte<l 7th tlay of October, 

176;3. 
That for more than a century, their NnJion or T1-ihc lw.ve n,lwnys remained fa.ithful 

and loyal to the B1·iti:;h Government, notwitlJst;mcliHg the e~'rtmple to tl1e rontr<try of the 
other 'l'i ibes. and of thPir co-religioni.-ts, the Fl'Pnch awl the C:mn,dians, (hwing the war 
of En~rbnJ ·with J?mnc:e and AmE'ric.:a.. mhl m01 e l't:'rently, the CamHlian r 1 ellion. 

Th;tt t1t •ir N·ttion, for thi-; reaso·1, a .t~1 for moti vcs 'of per. 011al interest, have alwr~.ys 
been trcatetl with rontf'mpt :m<l ]wr:>hll E'l;S 1,y UlC Jnf'rlll Jers of the clergy of the Church 
of Rome (1JettPr lmow11 mnong th ·msel ves, umler tlte desi~untiun of the gods of this 
world), who, nn<ler the cloak of r<'ligion, hnsc n,ssnmccl the masten.;ltip of the Indians 
here, as wc:>ll as in other locnlitieE',-tllnt scourge of hnmau kiml, those oppresso1·s of the 
children of the Grea,t an<l only Go<l of the U ni,·m·se, are nt bst uunutsked! 

Tlmt for n long time tl1e)·lwxc heen desi1·ous of ol,t<tining the free enjoyment of their 
1·ights nntl pri,·ih-'ges a· B1itish t·mld('ctl-l, lmt that thei1· wive~, ;m1l the wost timi<l among 
them were. at the least ::-;ign of <liss.lti. faetion mnnife. ted J '.Y th 111 a.gniw-;t tlw ndminstm
tion of tb0 priests c,£ the 1lmreh of Romt·, thre·d..t'llC'(l \vith anatllCllla alHl eternal 
dcuun·1tion by tl10se holy ±;tther'l, fnll of anger and wrn.th, an<l the '<wraments of which 
chureh tlwy wonlrl dep1·i ·e them, (katl or tliive. 

iY our Petitioners thonght l)etter to submit, uutil the time wonlcl arrive when they 

could ln·enk from . nch sh·nnefnl snpe1·stition. 
rrh,tt yunr p,~titionel·.;, th:r )l[~~h the intrigueR nnd doings of the seigniors of St. 

Sulpice, we1·e tleprivetl of the pr ,t,ection of the British Go\'emment, a1Hl of the scholastic 
and. reli!jons e<lncation, llHIJ' in harmony ,.,·ith their progress in civiliz,.tion, th<tn that of 
writina n,tul rea11ing in the In> !H'>is hn~nap;P, which the pr·t~st. ~wd ~eigniors of 8t. 
Hnlpice, took care to te,u;h to n, ft:w only, ;ith n. vi •w to impose upon the others and 
to prevent them from a.cqniriug the knowledge of the right:> and ptivilcges pertaining 

to humanity. 
TlHtt hy the lflth Parngraph of the Royal Procln.mn.tion above referred to, it is 

enacted: "That inasmuch as great frauds f\11<1 n1Hlses were committed in the purchase 
'· of Irulin.n lmvls, to our prt>jm1ice, and to i..lte great di~sntisfaction of the Indians, so 
" as to prevent in futnre ~mch like inegnhu·itit>s, and so r.hc:tt the Indians may be convinced 
" of onr justice and finn n~solutio 1 to 1n·event every rcasmmble (a11S.; of discontentment, 
" by aml with tl1e ac lvice of our Pl'ivy Council, \Ve strictly e11.ioin and command that 
" no 1)erson taJws upon himself to pnl'chase from the saitl Indians, <tny of the lands 
" reserved for the said Indinns, in those parts of Our Colonies in \vhich \Ve have been 
" plea. eel to allow people to settle tl1m·eiu ; but if at any time to come, any of the said 
" Indians were incline<l to dispose of the said lands, they will be bought solely for us, 
" and-in onr name, at some pnblic meeting of the sn.id Imli<tns, helLl to tha.t effect by the 
" GoY(-'1'1101' or Comm. n<ler in Chi f of Our Colony, respecti-vely, where the said lands 
"shall be sitw ted, awl iu case sueh hn(ls he situated within t1w limits of a.ny Proprie
" tm·y Government, tlH'n the)T wiJl he snbjl'et to the direction aml instructions that 
"\\¥e or thP sai<l Pt·opnet,u·y ( ~on·nm cnt lll<lY deem proper to f!ive to tl1nt effect." 

'l'lmt your Petitim1e1'S in their nam , nn<l in i..h, wnm' of the lro<ruois ..L ~n.tion, believe 
it tu be their <1uty to point out, alllOlYst otlH l" great frauds and abuse' committed towards 
tlwm Ly the priests and · ·igniors of St. Dulpice of the Lake of Two ~lountains, above 
mcuticnrd. 

. .1. 'fhat. tl~ey lw.ve r?nsta.nt1y r~fnsed thC'm ~nwts of bncl for agricultural purposes 
w1tlnn the lmnts of their own rcsu.lcnce, acconlnw to tl1e laws usaves and customs in 
Lower C\.t.un<la. 

0 

' 

0 

' 

2. That they have lJecn deprivecl of the 1·igl1t of tnking firewood for their own use, 
cvcu on the lands they occupy, whilst the 1n·iests and seigniors of St. Sulrice, in the year 



7 

1 64-, uncler the pr ·text of opening a roarl, han· cnt :.m l canie<l away, through the meclinm 
of French Canadians, mm·e than une thott:->•mrl <"ortls of ••.rood, sw.:h ns 1naple, beech, ancl 
bi1·ch, on an extent in th do•na.i11 of th S<till • 'ei~niory, of Lalf an ac·re in wi<lth nnd one 
mile and a. half in length, wluch wool they s Jlcl ;md h trtereLl away, to the great prejudice 
and detriment of your p<~titioners, notwjtlH·;t:mding tl1eir remonsttauces to the 
contra.ry. 

:). Th·1t the nhove-ment imwd prieHts anrl seigniors, although refusing to your 
petitioner~ :m~ the othel' Imlians the ri.gl1t of taking wood on their own J'l·operty. did sell 
before tlH•ir own eye:, to n. French Cana li:m of the nmne of Ancll'c Lwriux, a larue 
quantity of wood of grv:tt Ynlue, which was t: ken f'Iom a pbce known as the Great Buy, 
lmlian L~11rl, on an '.·tent of ~0 acres. 

4:. That a cert. in J erm H<tpti.'te Laccppr0., Irncpwis, having m:ule a. ca11oe, whieh he 
sohl, h:vl the Hh{tll1C of seeing it claillled 1 y 1 Ie:· .. ir<> .l\Ic·•ciPt', in th·• llfllll0 of tl1e priests 
and seigl1ior."' of • 't .• 'ulpicP, :sayillf!, that l1e was punishing that Indi:m fur haYincr soJr.l his 
canoe "\vithunt the P''l'llli-;sion uf the pl'it•;;t~. 

!), Th .t the s·1icl prit·sb:; aml seignior.,; of Kt. ~nlpice h'''Y tithes from the Indians 
without any rigltt Ho to do, an l e<·aet oth r dnt>s, (nmk•r the p 'lLtlt:y of :tJt<tthema aud the 
rcfus .d of the B tcnun ·n .... ) . tH..:lt as bapti;-;,n, mat'l'i,tg<>s, an l lJnri tls, Wtlit:h mty happen in 
their midst. 

(i. That the> ·willow of Thomas Petit-c:1·is, nn hoquo·s '·oman, h<tvill!! :t fa.lllily of four 
chilrh·en, in pm;. e. sion of a pi ••·e of Lmd, contni~ju.~ t'urty acres in supt•dieit>s, wllieh she 
thought. she coul(lntLlizt3 for l10l' o·.v1t Ll'llefit, ;.\lld that of her fan1ily, h·l'ts d that la.ncl to a 
well to clo f:tnnel', for the moiety of the crop, <'Cfl.l<tl in Ynh1e to a n~ntn.l of 15 livres 
CUl'l'CIJC,)", tlw WOl'k.· t!pon it were Cvll1111 'llC ·<l whett the prie. t, }.Jr. nferciel', in the nmne 
of his bruthers of ,"'t. ~ulpice, rnshecl forw;t '\l lthl n. hawk on it:; prey, ancl causecl the 
profits uf the poor wit1ow to be entaile<l in his frovor, nncl only g<tve ht•l' .;:10 00, thus 
consciP-nLionsly poek ~ting, in his quality of prieHt, a 11 ··1rioltS a.11<l ccmdemnaLle profit for 
everyho(ly else of 10U lo ta.ken fl'lllll t 1 potJl' widow nll!l her orpkm . 

That yonr Petitio11 r:-~ belit-ve it to b · th "ll' ,luty to 1·c 'p"etfnlly eaU the attention of 
Yom· E.·cellency to the folluwi11g article· of the Treaty of UapitnlaLion of 8th Septemuer, 

1760 :--
1. ·t. The :\l:m1nis of Vau,lr~nil propo. ~ l (in a.rti.de 27) ''Tlmt the free exPrcise of 

"the Uatlwlic, A]JOstoli(', and H.onmu rdigitnt ~hall exi.-t um·cse1·ve<lly, in ~nch a. manner 
"as tr> permit to i1Hlividwtb ot' all classr~~. and of YPJ y city nncl country f:~r nnd near, to 
"coni inne to assemblA in t.~H' chtn·c·lte . .,; n.1Hl fl'e Jlll'nt tli<' ~a Tltlllc'Hts as lH'l'Ptofore without 
"feu.r of molest<d.ion, Pitlt~r dil'cetly ut· iudirt>dly. The Ht iti-;h UoYernmPtlt will ol,hge 
"these i]l(li,·i<luHls to pay tu the priest·, who villltavv ch:.u·_sp of tlwm, the tithes and all 
"the othe1· <lttG. wl1id1 tltt•y "·ere in the h:tJ,it o~.' payi11g uurh'r the Guvei'llllHmt of His 
":Most 1hristian ... faje:..:ty." 

To wl!ich Uenl!ml ~\lllltt'l':-.t, on 1> h,llf of His B, itnunic i\l'ajrsty, n.nsw"'l''•d, '' Unmt<'d, 
"a:-> to the fr •e e.·c·r"i~l' ol' their religion, the ohli· atio1t tu p·ty the tjtlH'S to the priests 
'• ~h311 <l<'}Wlld upon i.lt(• Y "ncr." 

~tHl. In ;u·tii'1P I \I, t lt' Fn·n<·h rre 1~ ra.l pror . l ,1 "Tk~t tlw J11di<lllfl m· tl1e Iuclian 
"Allies of His .Most )hristiall l\ :~j Ht.y, s tf~ll ,-., Ill'tint:tincd in the pos.·ossion of the lancls 
"which UH'Y occnp,\', if thr-y wi:-;lt tu l't'IJI:t.in tltet't'Oll; they. hall not ht' moleste(l umler 
"any lH'dL'Xt wh,tt.:;<v•vcr, flll" havin~ taken up arms nn<l HCn'Pcl His .Jlost Christian 
"lVL~jl~sty, tltP)' will h:n·e, Like the lfn neh, liLerty of religion. all<l "ill kc·ep thPir 
".Mi~sion;tries; lit will lJ ~ pr>nnitted to the pn>: ·nt Vicar Umwr<J.l ; Hd to the Bishop, 
'' wlwu the ElJis~op.tl 8ce Sddl 1Je filled, to send them new wis ·ion< rics, whPn they shall 
"thin]~ propl'r."..; 

To d1iclt flu" l~nf,:li:h genc:rd n.nswer •<1, "G r:tntc<l, •~·Lth tho exception of tl1e last 
"artidc>, w1ic·h ha.- alread)T ],p n rPfnscd."_ 

3rd. In tl!o pm·:tgl·;q,h 1 ~ of the Hoynl l)1 oclamation, it is s.tid <.mcl cledarecl, "And 
"we further enjoin antl st1ictly require all pet·:.;on:-; wlmtsoevcr who h:LVe Yoluutarily or 
"inacl vertently est<1hlislwd themselves upon hutls in the localities t1bove designa.ted, or 
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not hn,ving been cedt:ll to us, 01' hy us uought, arc 
Indians as auovo stn.tetl, to lease instantly such 

th. n the third claw.;o of tlte Act pnsf-:wcl in the 17th year of the Rei~n ~f His, 
J\Iajesty Ge01·gc the 'rhinl, U.tp. 17, it is en:tctetl that, " On awl after the pnbhca.ti?n of 
"this Act, it will not be pennittecl to any one to csbl.lJlish himself in <my Inclian locahty or 
"Inuian village in thi::; Pro ince, witlwnt a writtea permission from the Governor, 
"Lientenant-Govt--rnor, or Commnncle1·-in-Cltief of the Province, under the penalty of a 
"fine of 10 lin·es for the first infraction, a.nrl of ~0 li,res in cas<..;s of repetition, and for 
"every subsequent infraction." 

Thn,t your Petitionen;, in the names of those they represent, regret to so often repeat 
the same complaiuts, in order to induce the Gu-vcruu1ent of this ProYince to maintain them 
in their rights aud privilege<;, aJl(l to orcler :nva,y the priests, mi:-;siou;u·ies, n.ml seigniors 
of St. 8u1p~ce, who arc tlJ e m<ti.n ~uHl tli.rect source of their poverty aml misery.. \Vhilst 
these tn·etowlecl succeRson.> of St. Peter livo in '" sumptnou~ pa.Lwe, all covm·cd w1th }YLUTle 
n.nu mo::-,t ddicace stuff, their t.n,b1c being loaued ,vjLh the choicest dujnties; they rec~lVe 
also the }lruduce of ~2 fa.rmR, '' l1ich Fnm ,h Cnun.dians c.ultivate for them : tl1e Imhans 
of the Lake .n·e md~ecl, their ehilclren y,-ill soon ttemlJle wiLh colLl, for nothing is left to 
them ; they are hungry ; .. nd without slJelt(•r, llOYe ·thl"}c~,s they are by 'lwse pn•tencled 
fathers and spiritual directors 1mrtL,-ned with ttL ·"):-; a ncl tit h<>s, c.wl dragp-C'd before the 
tribunah of justice, like slaves, ; ncl cast into prison at the lcadt att1 mpt llHtcle Ly them to 
exercise their right of propri torship. 

That your Petitioners awl the Iroqnois Tribe or ::tTation of the Lake of Two 
l\'Iountaius are st.Lmissi ve and tnwta1Jle enough to 1Je no long~r tmder the covetous 
tutorage of priests a11d. seigniors, the presence of whom they wish to have no 
longer. 

That your Petitioners, anll the hoc1uois Nation or Trihe of the Ln.ke of Two 
1\fountains, are desirous of placing themselves under the kiwl protection of the British 
Government, so as to olJtajn liberty of cons<:ienee and educate their children in tho 
English and French languages, the same a.s chilth·en are educated in Evangelical and 
Prote;:;taut Schools. 

Therefore, your Petitionen>, in the name of the hwpwis Nation or Triue which they 
represent, move, thn,t it may ple:t'>e your Excellency to t<t"l.:e their Petition, contained in. 
the precetli11g pages, into consitleration, and as Clmtaining an exact aml faithful 
statement of their wrongs and of the causes of their cli::)satisfaetion, and to do them 
justice. 

And yom· Petitioners will for ever pray. 

(Affidavit.) 

J cse Onasrtkenral, (the Swan), Louis Kanenrakenhiote (Sanathron), antl Jean 
Ose~makenra!, (Xegu.ssa.), residing at the Lakf' of rr\VO 1Iountains, Indians of the Iroquoi.s 
N atwn or Tnbe, havmg been sworn upon the Holy EvangelistB, depose and say; That 
th~y understan~ well, a.nd speak iiuently, the 11'1·eHch laugnage ; that they are the OJlly 
ch1efs o~ the saul Nation or Tribe, having hel'll el(·eted n.t the village of the Lake of Two 
!1ountams, .according to custom, at a meetiug helll for that pm] lOse on the 25th J uJy 
last, to act m their n;tme, in all1wttterl:-l in which the saicluation ma,y 1 e coucerncd. 

That they have as such full power, until rcvocation,-that the ;llegatious contui11ed 
in the ~1icl Petition, lPcturo of '\vhich was duly ma<le to them, pnra.grni1h lJy paragraph, 
and ':"}uch the deponents declare hnvi;1g hccml and well understood, are true and the 
una:uuuou::; sentiments entertained hy their Nn,tion towards the priests, ''Thich they 
designate by the words of'' tl1e long gowns." 

That they acknowledge the allegations and faets brongl1t forth in the S<tid Petition to 
be the same as na1T:1.ted by them, aH<l they <leebre to h<tve come to St. Andrc\vs ~1t the 
solicitutiou of the other Indirms, rn::tde to them at the afores~tiu meeting, so as to hfwe 
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the said Petition written, and this, o{ their own free will, and not at the instigation or 
advice of any English or French Protestants; and the deponents say nothing more, and 
have signed; lecture of same first having been ma<.le. 

(Signe<.l,) 

Sworn and Signed before me, one of the 
CommiRsioners of the Superior Court 
of the District of TeiTehonne, ap
pointed to receive affidavits to be 
read in the s:1id court. 

tTOSE 0NASAKANRAT (Lecyjne), 
Lours KANE~"RAKEXHIATE (Sendrier), 
J i:AN 0SENNAKEXRAT (Ti8cessa), 

And 119 more Signatures. 

S. ANDREWS, Argentenil. 
8th August, 1868. 

(Signed,) GASPARD T. DE LA RoNDE, C. S. C. 

(No. 3.) 
[Translated from tlte F1·endt.] 

On this 28th da,y of the month of November, in the year of Our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-eight, before the undersigned Public Notary, duly admitted and 
sworn in and for that part of the Province of Quebec, formerly called Lower Canada, 
resi<.ling in the District of 1'errebonne~ personally came and appeared Jose Ononksakosa, 
alias Ocite, ancient chief of the Iroquois nation, residing at the Lake of Two :Mountains, 
who diu say and declared unto us, that he recognizeg a certain paper writing (papier ecrit) 
written upon a half sheet of foolscap paper, deteriorated and smoky, bearing other certsin 
signs of its being the same paper writing (papier ecrit) or certificate which was given 
and delivered to him in person by the late J ames H~ghes, in his lifetime of Saint 
Polycarpe, Rivicre a de risle, in the District of .1\Iontreal, Esquire, where the said 
appea1·er met him, with a view of obtaining the certificato or paper writing in question, 
or report of an assembly of the officers of the Indin.n Department, the Iroquois chiefs, 
and Indians of the said lake of Two 1\'lountains, held in the Indian village of the Lake 
of Two Mountains, in tlH~ spring of 1889, or thereabouts : That the said late J ames 
Hughes was an old Superintendent of Indian affairs, and in that capacity attended, and 
was present at the said meeting as well as the appearer himself: That they then and 
there met with the Reverend l\lessire Quiblier, then Superior of the Seminary of St. 
Sulpice: That the said late James Hughes was a gentleman every way competent to 
give evidence of facts come to his knowledge, these facts being witnessed by the appearer 
himself, the other witn sses being either· dead or absent from the country when the 
report of the said meeting or the certificate in question was handed to him : That the 
said appearer further says and declares that he recognizes the handwriting and signatm·e 
of the said late J ames Hughes, upon the paper writing, certificate or report of the said 
meeting in question to be the same as that of the late Jamcs Ilughes, having seen 
him write and sign his name: The said appearer having had the said paper '\Titing 
in his keeping and possession ever since then, and that it is the paper writing, 
certificate or report of the said J ames HugheR: he affirms in the presence of the 
Almighty, and which he now deposits in our office, to be placed amongst our 
l\1iuntes, and give copies to all whom it may concern : That the said appearer 
was present along with other chiefs and warriors of the Iroquois nation and 
the sai~..llate James Hughes, at the meeting of the month of June, 1839, alluded to: 
That then and there the Reverend l\fessire Quiblier, Superior of the Seminary of St. 
Sulpice, in the presence of the Reverend J\'lessire Dufresne, missionary at the Lake of 

55-2 
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rwo :Mountains ; of Lieutenant Colonel N a pier, Secretary of Indian amtirs ; of the late 
Bernard St. Germain, Intm·preter; of tl e late Dominique Ducharme, (upon certain 
representations to him made in his capacity as superior of the Semin:).ry of St. Sulpice, 
by the said chiefs of the Iroquois nation, residing in the said village) gmnted to the said 
Iriquois nation, "the right of cutting firewood on such lot of ground, they might sub
sequently wish to cultivate, and sell the same, but well understood that they should give 
the preference of such S<.tle to their missionary :" The said appearer further sa.ys, that 
not long before the French Canadian rebellion, during the adminstmtion .of the brave 
Sir John Col borne, Governor of Canada, he, the snid appearer, in the name of the other 
Iroquois warriors, personally cn.me before the Governor and repro~ented to him the 
conduct of the priests of the Seminary of the Lake of Two J\Iountains, who refused them 
the right of cutting firewood within the limits of the:r own lands : That (Sir John 
Col borne) the said Governor told them in answ·er, "to cut as much wood as they liked, to 
place the same in a convenient place upon tlie banks of the lake, and that he would 
furnish them the means to have it brought to the :Montreal market, at which place they 
would be able to dispose of it at a higher mte :" That he, the appearer, remarked that 
he would like that order in writing, and that Sir John Col borne replied, " he did not 
r~quiJ:e it, and to make uso of his name :" That he, the said appearer, and the lroquois 
of the Lake of Two Mountains, then commenced to cut wood, in conformity to the 
Governor's order (Sir John Colborne), but the rclJollion having subsequently broken out, 
the Iroquois Indians joined the British Army in the defence of their homes, and the right 
as to the cutting of firewood was put off to a later period. But the Seminary of St. 
Sulpice having formally prohibited the exercise of that right, some difficulties arose in 
consequence, and which later were the cause of :M:r. Quiblier granting that concession or 
permission above referred to, 

That, to prevent any doubt as regards the concession or permission granted to the 
said Iroquois Indians, he, the said appea.rer, demands a deed in the name of the said 
Indians of the present declaration, which be has made in the office of the undersigned '!'-
notary, for the motives above stated. 

Done at St. Andrews, A.rgenteuil, in the office, duy, month, and year above stated, 
and has signed under the numbe~ 7,579 B.-Lecture of same first being made. 

(Signed,) J OSEPH 0HONK8AT-KOSA, 

JOSE 0NONS.AKENRAT, 

LOUIS KANENRAKENIIIATE, 

M. G. T. DE LA RoNDE, N.P. 
True copy of the original r emainin in my office. 

(Signed,) M. G. T. DE LA RoNDE. 

(Appendice D.) 

Paper writing (papier ecrit), ccrti£.cate or report of the l:tte James Hughes, mentioned 
in the deed of deposit and acknowledgment, above and elsewhere written and designated. 

ST. PoLYCARPE, RrviERE DE L'lsLE, 

16th, July, 1848. 

I hereby certify and declare, that in the month of June, 1839, at a council held at 
the Lake of Two l\l01mtains, at which were present lYies 'ire Quiblicr, Superior of the 
Seminary of St. Sulpice; :Messire Dufresne, missionary at the Lake of Two J\Iountains; 
Lieutemmt Colonel N apier, Secretary Indian Affairs; J amcs IIughcs, Superintendent 
Indian Affc.tirs; Bernard St. Gerrnain, and Dominique Ducharme, a.nd most pa.rt of the 
Iroquois chiefs and principal warriors; that then and there ~Iessire Quiblier, amongst 
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the different propo·,iiions he made to the Iroquois tribe stationed nt that village, told 
them that they wight cnt firewood on such lots of armmd they miuht occupy at the time, 
or that tlwy migLt subsequently ~i::;h to cultivate, and sell tl1e same, but well understood 
that they should gi vo the preference of sai(l . ale of wood to their missionary, Mcssire 
Dufresne, should ho deem fit to purchase the same. No price was mentioned at the time. 

(Signed,) JA~IES HuGHES, 

Late Superintendent Indian Department. 

[Translated from th~ French.] 

In the ye~tr one th usand eight hun;lr~d and sixty-eight, the 8th day of November 
we, tho under::;igne<l not:try public, forth t pJ.rt of th~ Province of Queb~c formerly calleJ 
Lower Ca.n,vl:.t, re;'liding at B~. Andrews, in the Seigniory of At·genteuil, in the district 
of Torrebouo, certify to all whom it may concern, that thH original of the "pap:Jr writing 
(prtpier ecrit), certificate, or report," copy of which is u.hove written, has been brought to 
us, that it has be n recognized arhl phc rl amongst our minutes to ma.k:e use of, and that 
the copy abovo mvntioaed is n. trac copy of said original, having been by us compared, 
revised, and corrected, according to the said original. 

And we, the s11.id notary, further certify, tha.t at the reque3t of the chiefs of the 
Iroquois tl'ihe of the La.ke of Tw :Mountn.ius, in the said district, have this day notified 
and sent t.o the add.rcs1 of the Rcveren.l Messire J oseph Lafontaino, priest at th_. Seminary 
of the Lake of Two ~loun ains, under envelope prepaid, a. copy of the deed of tleposit and 
of the paper wTiLing or certificate which is annexed to it, for the use of the gentlemen of 
the Seminary of t>t. Sulpice, so that they may not plead ignorance, and to govern them
selves accordingly. 

The said Iroquois Indians decla.re, by these pre~ents, that they intend to avail them
selves of the right"! anl privileges given them, a'3 proYed by the said documents. 

Done at St. Andrew .. s, Argenteuil, upon the <-hy, month, and ye::tr above mentioned ; 
in testimony whereof we have signetl; lecture first being made. 

True copy of tho original. 

(Copy, No. 4.) · 

(Signed,) 

(Signed,) 

M. G. T. DE LA RoNDE, N. P. 

M. G. T. DE LA RoNDE. 

LA.KE OF Two MouNTAL~s, 
July 31st, 1868. 

You that are our first Father on earth, we salute you, the chiefs nncl all the young 
warriors of our nation, an~l all the rest of tlte nation of Algonquins of this domain-our 
father whom we always loved, and still love- -we ask you to hear our complaint and relieve 
us of our trou les. ·we see the smoke of the -..vhite m:m upon all of our grounds that we 
used to get our living; our privilege.:; trod upon, and our lands taken from us; on that land 
that we now live we have, u.s it were, nothing to say. The priests take all upon them
selves a 1el hinder us of our just rights. We want the same rights as our forefathers had, 
that is, the control of our own lands. Some of the priests say that we still have the 
rights if we would look after them, that is, the privileges our forefathers had j the domain 
tmder our own control, instead of the priests controlling us. They, the priests, say that we 
have no right to the In lian domain,, but that they have the sole right. The priests make 
farms for the whites, , nd leave Yvry little for us : they are sellino· tho wood very fa:t, and 
we are not allO\VC<l to sell any ; they refuso to give us wood to build houses with, that is 
the reason why our nation arc leaving tho Lake of Two ~fowlt:.tius, and living broad, 
very few remaining a.t tho village. 
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The islands in the Ottawa were in our possession since before the whites came, and 
the Government wanted to build slides, and promised after they W6re built to pay us by 
a yearly rent; it is now long ago (about 36 years); and we have had no benefit or money 
from the Government for them ; also, our equipments were withdrawn from us. ""\Ve were 
surprised at that from the Government; we were promised t]w eqnipments as long as we 
lived in this place: our forefathers told us that. vVe are tcld now that we are under the 
la .vs of the whites, and we want the same privileges extended to us. The priests of this 
place forbid the whites to treat us the same as the white brethren. Since we are amenable 
to the laws of the Dominion we want the same privileges as ·the whites. 

(No. 5.) 

(Signed,) x CL.A.Ko MI SAKI, 
X BAZIL 0BJIK, 
X PALL AKEM:WANDI, 

and 22 more signatures. 

[Translated from tlte French. J 

LAKE OF Two MouNTAINs, 
3rd August, 1868. 

Oka, P.O. 
Our Algonquin chiefs being desirous of presenting themselves to the Honorable 

Langevin, :Minister in charge of the Indian Department, and wishing that I should give 
them a letter of introduction, I give it with a good will, inasmuch as they deserve it, 
their conduct being generally very regular. 

(Signed,) A. l\fERCIER, 
P.S.S. Director of the Mission. 

'ro the Honorable L.~NGEYIN. 

(No. G.) 
[ Translatsd from the French.] 

MONTREAL, 

To the Honorable H. L. LANGEVIN, C.B., 
Secretary of State for the Dominion. 

12th October, 1868. 

:Monsieur le Ministre,-lll answer to your letter of the month of September, permit 
me to remind you, in a few words, of the titles establishing the right of the seminary 
to the whole of the seigniory of the Lake of Two 1\Iountains. 

It will be the best method of answering, to the pretensions of the Indians of our 
mission, who by evil-minded persons are encouraged to put forth rights which they have 
never possessed. 

This seigniory was conceded to us upon a title Tery onerous to us, in October, 1717. 
Our gentlemen petitioned for it, so as to enable them to transfer the Indian mission, 
which they had, at their own expense, established in our Seigniory of :Montreal in 16 7 7, 
at firF>t at the fort on the mountain, and afterwards at the Sault au ltecollet in the 
Llomain. It was granted to ns by the tl1en Governor and Intendant, to enjoy the same 
for ev~r, in the most ample manner, even jf the misBirm was taken away from thence, on the 
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concl"tions that the expenses of the transfer of the mission should ho pairl l>y us, that we 
should put up a stone building, a church, and erect a fort for the protection of the 
Indian and the def?nce of the colony, against t..he incursions of the Irof]uois. 'Ye havo 
faithfully fulfilled those conditions. 

The expense::; incune(l in fulfilling these conditions were so coiJsitlerable th. t, on the 
26th September, 1733, the :l\Iarqnis of Bea.uharnois added new 1.-mcls to this seigniory. 
The King of France, in approving of these grants, added a greater extenl-, in the depth 
of the land, as art indemnity. 

Those are our titles, they are so clear thai, in virtue of the Treaty of P .. :ace, con
cluded bet·ween the French crown and that of England at the time of the ce 1ion of 
Can:tda in 1760, our seigniories were considered as pri"\yate sejgniories, and we had the 
privilege of selling them and taking the procee ls of such sa.les to .France, tho same as 
the other eignior:.; who ditl not >v~sh to remain under the Engli."lh domination. The 
gc 1tlemen of St. Snlpice did not, however, like to a.bandon th colony nt a moment when 
the fruits of their sacrifices were most wanted. 

In 1840, the titles of the Semina ·y of Montreal to t oae seigniories, which were 
held in full property, by the Sulpicians of Paris and of l\Iontrea.J, unler the ]1'rench 
domination, were confirmed by that fanwus ordinance, which has been the dawning and 
the basis of the commutation of the seigniorial rights in the whole Pro-.;ince. You are 
aware of the sacrifices we then made. 

In 1859, in ortler to facilitate the extinction of the seigniorial rig 1ts and thus 
simplify Lower Canada legislation, we consented and o:ffere<l, not without 1 ew s~tt·rifices, 
to abide by the common law as regnrd::; the commutation of a part of our rights. By 
the 16th Section of the amended Seigniorin1 Act of 1859, the non-cedeLllnnds i 1 any of 
said acigniories have become our unconrlitiona,l pl'operty inj1·anc alen roturier, and wo 
can sell any of those lands. Therefore, the lands under culLivation and occupied ],y the 
Indians are ours. 

\Ve allow them to oecupy these hm(ls on th condition that they "·ill Le cultivated 
by themselves or l>y their chiltlren, or hy nu Incli n having re~ided in the .nis3ion fot· t ,vo 

years. \Ve allow them to take what wood they require for building purpo ~~s or for fire
wood, but we do not allow th~m to sell it. 

To alter this state of things, would be to upset the whole mission. 
'V e, therefore, beg of the Government to declare to the Indinns that the seigniory is 

entirely our own property, and they cannot pretend to any other rights but to tho e which 
we may grant tl1em. 

It would be for the interest of the Indians, were their delusion in this respect 
dissipated j the· seminary, which has done for them more than has been done in any other 
})lace, is anxious to uphold their own right , but to prevent tll.o mission from falling into trouble. 

Be pleased to accept, I pray, the e~·pression of the profound respect with "·Jlich 
I am always, Sir, your vm·y humble and very o1Je lient Sun:mt, 

(Signed,) T. A. DAILB, 

Superior, Seminary of St. Sulpice. 

(No. 7.) 
[ lhmslated from the Frenck] 

This twenty seventh day of April, one thousand seven hundred and eighteen, the 
king being in Paris, and desiring to be propitious towards the ~cclesiastics of the Seminary 
of St. 8ulpice, established in Paris, from whom those of the Seminary of St. Sulpice 
established at l\iontreal proceed, and to whom the Siem·s do Vaudreuil and Begon, 
Governor and Lieutenant-General, and Intendent of La Nouvelle, France, have granted 
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by Deed of Concession, on the seventeenth of Octo0er, one thousttnd sevon hundred a.nd 
seventeen, a. t:::n.ct of land of three leagues aml a half in front by three leagues in depth, 
to enable them to transfer there the mission of tho Indians of Sa.ult nu Recollet, which is 
under their care, and this on the terms, provisions, a.nd conditions mentione·l in the said 
Deed of Concession, which Deed of Concesaion His Majesty caused to be laid before him 
to be approved in favor of the ecclesiastics of th~ Seminary of St. Sulpice at Paris, and 
.solely on the conditions which are to bo mentioned in these presents. His :Majesty, by 
and with the advice of Monsieur le Due d'Orleans, Regent, has given and granted by and 
in virtue of these presents to the ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, established 
in Paris, that certain tract of land containing three leagues and a half in front, to 
commence at a brook which rnns into the great bay of the La.ke of Two Mountains, 
ascending along the s~id lake and the River St. L:twrence, by three leagues in depth, the 
said piece of gcound boing mentioned in the saitl Deed of Concession of 1717, in order 
to transfer there the mission of the said Indians of Sault au Recollet; to have and to 
hold the sa.me for ever unto the said sieurs ecclesiastics, their successors and assigns, even if 
the said mission be taken away from thence, in full property, under the title of fief and 
seigniory, with the right of superior, mean, and inferior jurisdiction; with the privilege of 
hunting and fishing us well within ~s opposite the saitl concession, on condition that thoy 
shall bear the whole expense necessary for removing the said mission, and also cause a 
church and a. fort to be built there of stone at their own cost, for the security of the 
Indians, according to the plans thereof, which shall be by them hn.ndccl over to the Governor 
and Intenclant of La. N ouvelle France, to be by them and with their report sent to the 
Council of llarine for His l\I!'l.jesty's information, and to be approved; which works they !, 
shall be held to perform within the sp<tce of seven years, subject also to the condition of 
fealty and homage (foi et hmnmage) which the ecclesiastics of the said seminary, their 
successors and assigns, shall be held to perform at the cast:e of St. Lewis, in Quebec, a.nd 
which they shall hold under the custoi 1a1·y duties and dues, and agreeably to the custom 
of the Prevostship a.nrl Viscounty of Paris, followed in L?. N ouvelle France, and thn.t the 
appeals from the decisions of the judge who may be established a.t the said place shall lie 
before the judges of the Royn.l Jurisdiction of J.\:Iontrea.l. That they shall keep and cause 
to be kept house and home (feu et lieu) on the said concession. Thn.t they shall preserve 
their oak timLer fit for shipbuilding, which may be found upon the land which the said 
ecclesiastics shall hn.ve set aside for their principn.l manor house, and that they shall also 
stipulate the reserve of such oak timber within the extent of the private concessions made or 
to be made to their tenants, which said oak timber His :1\iajesty shall be free to take, 
without being held to pay any indemnity ; also, that they shall give n~tice to the king or 
to the Governor and Intendant of La N ouvelle France, of the mines, ores, and minerals, 
if any be found within the limits of the said fief, and lea.ve the necessary roadways and 
passages. That they sh~ll concede the sn.id unclerured lands under the simple title of a rent 
of twenty soli and a. capon, for each and every arpent of land in depth, and six deniers 
of cens, and that there shall not be inserted in the said concessions any sum of money or any 
other charge than that of the simple title of rent, His Majesty granting them, nevertheless, 
the permission to sell or grant at a higher rent the lands of which a quarter will have 
been cleared. The present Deed of Ratification to be registered in the Superior Council 
of Quebec, for the use of all whom it m~y concern, and in testimony whereof His 
Majesty has commanded me to draw up thes~ presents which ha has been pleased to sign 
with his own hand, and countersigned by ma, Joint Secretary of Stn.te, and of his 
commands and finances. , 

(Signed,) Louis. 
(Signed,) PIIILYPIAUX. 

The title of eoncession aLO\"e written has be0n registered in the records of the 
Superior Council of Qnab9c, accnr ling to tho comm: n'l of this d ty's dat , of th King's 
Procureur Ge cral, by mo, Clerk of tbo s.~id Council, n.t Q•wbec, the 8econd of o~toLe ·, 
1719. 

(Signed,) RINEL. 



15 

On the back is written :-
Received into the Pegif':itrar's Ollice, in Quebec, on Tuesday, the 11th clay of June, 

1765, at !) o'clock in the fore ... 1oon. 
(Signed,) J. GOLDFRAP, 

Deputy Registrar. 

Registered in the said office, on Frithy, the 14th clay of June, 17G5, at 10 o'clock 
in the forenoon, in the French Register, letter A, page 135. 

(Signed,) J. GoLDFRA.P, 
Deputy Registrar. 

Registered in the Register of Fealty and Homage (foi et hom:rnage). 

(Signed,) J. T. CuGNJ:T. 

Comparetl with the original written on parchment, to us exhibited by J\Iessire Jos. 
Bou.rncuf, priest, procurator of the Seminary of :Montreal, •md immediately returned to 
himself by the undersigned notaries for the Province of Lower Canada, residing in 
Montreal, this day, the 18th of June, 1796. 

(Signed,) 

(Copy.) 
(L. S.) 

Lours CHADOILLEZ, Not. 
JEAN GurLL. DELISLE, Not. 

Guy, Lord Dorclteste?·, Oapt(dn General and Governor in Cltief of the Provinc~ of Lower 
Canada, etc., etc., etc. 

To all who1n those presents may concern : 
I do hereby certify that Loui!:; Chaboillez and Je::m Guillmim"' Delisle, are public 

notaries for thv district of J\Iontreal, in the Province of Lo -.·or Canada, duly com
missioned and authorized as such; in consequence whereof full faith and entire credit are 
and ought to he given to their signatures in such capacity, wherever the same may 
appear. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at the Castle of St. Lcwis, in the City of 
Quebec, tho 25th day of June, 1796, and in the 36th year of His :Majesty's reign. 

By His Excellency's Command. 
(Sig11ed,) DoucnESTElt. 

(Signed,) <lEORGE POWNATT, 
Secretary. 

True copy of the original kept in the records of the Seminary of :1\Iontreal, this 8th 
Jay of September, 1868. 

(Signed,) A. J\IERCIER, P.S.S. 

(No. 8.) 

[Translated frorn tlte Frencl~. J 
This first day of the month of J\Iarch, one thousand seven hun(lrcd and thirty-five 

the king being at Versailles, and having caused to be laid l.1efore him the Deed o 
Concession made on tlw twenty-sixth of September, one thousand seven humh·ed and 
thirty-three, in favor of the ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpicu of Paris, by the 
Sieurs Marquis of 13cauharnois, Governor and Intendant General for His :Majesty, and 
Hocquttrt, Intendant in La. Nouvelle France, of a tract of land situated in the said country, 
ml'llying between the line of the Sei6rniory belongi11g to the representatives of the late 
Sieun; de Langloiserio and Petit, and that of the Seigniory of the Lake of 'l\vo 1\Iouuta.ins 
belonging to the said seminary, and in the front extending about two leagues by the Lake 
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of Two Mountains; the said tract of land abutting on an angle formed by the two above 
mentionrd lines, together with the ungranted islands and islets, and the beaches adjoining 
the said tract of land, having also caused the Deer1 of Ratification of the t'venty-seventh 
April, oue thousand seven hundred and eighteen, by which His l\It0esty conceded to the 
same seminary the said seigniory called Lake of Two :Mountains, and desiring His 
Majesty to be propitious towards the said ecclesiastics of St. Su1pice of Paris, by confirming 
the concc~sion of the twenty-sixth of September one thousand seven hundred and thirty
thre{', be has ratified and confirmed the said concession, to have and to hold the said 
ecclesiastics, their succeflsors and assigns for eve1·, as a fief and seigniory, with the right 
of snpe1·ior, mean, and infe:dor jurisdiction, with that of fishing, hunting, and trading with 
the Indians within the limits of the said seigniory, on the following terms, provisions, and 
conditions, to ·wit : That the Learing of the said l.mcl will run in depth south one quarter 
south-west to north one quarter north-east, and not south-west one quarter north-east as 
inserted ty'mistake in the Deed of Concession mnde by the Sieurs de Beauharnois and 
Hocqumt; that the said ecclesiastics, their successors and assigns, shall be subject t.o the 
perfo1 1 auce ~_,f fealty nnd homage (foi et lwrmnage) to His :Majesty on every change of 
rejgu, and fun1ish him also with new census, as well at the castle of St. Lewis in 
Quebec, uf which they shall hold, according to the custom of Paris, followed in La 
N ouvelle Fmuce, without being obliged to pay to His l\Iajesty, nor to his successors 
(king:) ,any rent. or dues whatsoever, neither for the land to them conceded at the said 
Lake of T,vo 'Mountains by the Deed of Ratification of the Twenty-seventh of April, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighteen. 

That His :Majesty w-ill be free to ta.ke at all times, without being held to pay any 
indemi,ity, the oak timber fit for his service, which may be found on the said conceded 
lands; tlmt tl1e said ecclesiastics, their successors and assigns, shall give notice to His 
Majesty, or to the Governor or Intem1ant of J,a, Nouvelle France, of the mines, ores, 
and mine1·als, if any be found, within the limits of the said concession; that the appeals 
from the l1eci. ion of the judge who may be established at the said place, shall lie before 
the judge~ of the Roya.l J uriscliction of l\Iontrenl; tlmt within a ye. r aml a day they shall 
keep, and ause to be kept, house and hum~ (feu et liHt) on the said concession, in default 
wht:1·e Jf the said conce:ssion shall 1"'\'E'rt to His 1\Iajesty's domain; that they shaH 
immedi::ttely clear, and cause to be cleared, the said tract of land; that they shall leave on 
the said concession the King's highways and other road ways which may be found necessary 
for the public use, and that they shall cause the same conditions to be inserted in the 
concessions which they shall grant to their tenants, suLject to the customary cens et 
rentes uml dues for each m1Jent of land as in the adjoining seigniories, considering the 
nature and circumstances of inheritances, at the time of the said private concessions, the 
same to 1e o1served by the desire of His :Majesty as regards the lands and inheritances in 
the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, belonging to the said ecclesiastics, notwith
standing the fixing of the said cens and dues and of the quantity of land of each concession 
set fOl'th in the said deed of one thousand seven hundred and eighteen, to which His 
Majesty has departed from, and as the said ecclesiastics of St. Sulpice have represented to 
him that the transfer of the said Indian mission from the Island of 11ontreal to the I ... ake 
of Two Mountains, the stone church, the presbytery, the wooden fort ·which they have 
built thereon, have ca.used them expenses far exceeding the value of the mds conceded 
to them by the prese11t ~.ked, and by tha.t of one thousand Reven hnmlre<l_mul eighteen; 
that it would he impossible for them to build the1·eon a stone fort, as oLhgc l to by the 
srtid deed, and that besides, that stone fort would now 1Je useless, the lnwl at the head of 
the othe concessions upon which the said foi t was to be erected for the security of the 
country, being occupied Ly the widow l.uly of Sieur d' Argentquil; and, lastly, that the 
Indians of the mission of the said Lake of Two ~1ountains being accustomet1 to often 
change their place of abode, a.nd so as to render the sn.id land more pl'ofibhlc, it would, 
therefore, he necessary to xt nd the said land further than the three lcn.gnes as set forth 
in the l'\,tid deed of one t LOusand seven hundred and eighteen, the land conceded by these 
pre:>ents adjoining the Siours Petit and Langloiscrie, l>eing of a sma.ll extent in depth, 
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His Majesty has released and releases the said ecclesiastics of St. Sulpice from the obligation of building ~he said stone fort or any other works, excepting those already made, upon the saiclland of the said concession of one thousand seven hundred and eighteen, to which His Majesty is now pleased to add an extent of three leagues in depth, if the said extent is not already conceded, and which he now grants and concedes to the said ecclesiastics of St. Sulpice of Paris; to have and to hold in full property and seigniory, as well as the olu land mentioned in the said first concession, which shall, consequently, be of six leagues in depth. Desiring His 11ajesty that the saiu concessions be restricted and subject to the conditions above mentioned without exception, although they may not have been stipulated in either of the sa.id concessions of 1733, or in the said deed of ratification of the 17th April, 1718. And in testimor:y whereof, His Majesty has commanded me to draw up th9se presents, which shall be registered in the Superior Council of Quebec, for the use of all whom it may concern, and which he has been pleased to sign with his own hand, and countersigned by me, Councillor, Secretary of State and of his commands and finances. 
(Signed,) 
(Signed,) 

Louis. 
PHILIPPEAUX. 

On the back is written :-
Recorded in the records of the Superior Council of La N ouvelle France, to be executed accordi:b.g to its form and tenor, the King's Procureur General having been heard, according to the decree of this day'i date, by us, the undersigned councillor, King's Secretary, Clerk in chief of the said Council, at Quebec, the 12th December, 17 35. 

(Signed,) DAINE. 

Received into Registrar's Office, in Quebec, on Tuesda.y, the 11th dayof June, 1765, at 9 o'clock in the forenoon. 
(Signed,) J. GoLDP'RAP, Deputy Registrar. 

Registered in the sn.id office, on Friday, the 14th June, 1765, at two o'clock in the afternoon, in the French Register, letter A, page 137. 
(Signed,) J. GoLDFRAP, Deputy Registrar. 

Registered in the Regi~ter of Fealty and Homage (foi et lwmmage). 
(Signed,) T. F. CuGNET. 

Compared with the original, written on parchment, and to us exibited by 1fessire J oseph Bournenf, procurator of the Seminary of 1fontreal, and immediately returned to himself by the undersigned notaries for the Province of Lower Canada., residing in Montreal, this day, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six. 

(No. 9.) 

(Signed,) Louis CHABOILLEZ, Notary. 
JEAN GuiLL. DELtSLE, Notary. 

[Extract from the Registers of tlte Superio1· Council of Quebec.] 

Considering the Petition presented this day in this Council, by the superior, procurator and ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, established at :1\fontreal, the purport of which is that the Council may be pleased to order the registration of the Deed of Ratification granted by His Majesty, on the 1st day of J\'Iarch last, to the sieurs ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice of Paris, of a concession made to them by Messieurs the Governor General a.nd Intendant of this country, on the twenty-sixth 
55-~ . 
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day of September, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-three, of a certain tract of 
land situated in the said country, and lying botween the line of the seigniory belonging to 
the representatives of the late Sienrs Langloiserie and Petit, and that of the seigniory of the 
Lake of Two Mountains, belonging to the said seminary, and in the front extending 
a.bout two leagues by the said lake, the said tract of land abutting on an angle formed 
by the two above mentioned lines, together with the ungranted islands and islets and 
the beaches adjoining the said trttct of land :-considering the said Deed of Ratification, 
dated as above, signed Louis, and lower down, Phillipeaux, with sign manual, by which 
His Majesty has ratified and confirmed the sa.id concession of the Lake of Two Mountains, 
and has added to that of 1718, an extent of three leagues in depth :-having heard the 
King's Procureur General, the Council has ordained and ordains that the said Deed of 
Ratification ~e registered in the registers of the said Council, to have and to hold the said 
sieurs ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice of Paris, as a fief and seigniory, on 
the terms, provisions, and conditions therein contained. 

Done at Quebec, at the said Superior Council: on the ·uonday, the i2th d:q of 
December, 1735. 

(Signed,) DAINE. 
Compared with a ~opy, written on paper, to us exhibited by }lfessire J oseph 

Bourneuf, priest, procurator of the Seminary of Montreal, and immediately returned to 
himself by the undersigned notaries for the Province of Lower Canada, residing in 
Montreal, this day, the 18th Jnne, 1796. 

(L.S.)-(Copy.) 

(Signed,) Louis CHABOILLEZ, Notary, 
JEAN GurLL. DELISLE, Notary. 

Guy, Lord Dorchester, Captain General and Governor in Chief of Lower Canada, &:c. 
To all whom these presents may concern: 
I do h~reby certify that Louis Chaboillez and Jean Guillaume Delisle, are public 

notaries for the District of Montreal, in the Province of Lower Canada duly commissioned 
and authorised as such j in consequence whereof, full faith and entire credit Me and ought 
to be given to their signatures in such capacity, wherever the same may appear. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at the Castle of St. Lewis, in the City of 
Quebec, the twenty-fifth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, and 
in the thirty sixth year of His Majesty's Reign. 

(Signed,) DoRCHESTER. 
By His Excellency's commands. 

(Signed,) GEo. PowNATT, Secretary. 
True copy of the original kept m the records of the Seminary of :Montreal, the 

8th September, 1868. 
(Signed,) A. 1\'IERCIER, Ptr. P.S.S. 

(No. 10.) 
[Translated from the French. J 

ATTORNEY GENERAL's OFFICE, PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, 
17th October, 1868. 

Sr:a,-I am directed by the Honorable the Attorney General to transmit to you, for 
your information, the enclosed copy of a Report of Oh:~.rles J. Coursol, Esq., Judge of 
Sessions of the Peace, at 1\1:ontreal, relative to certain disturbances at the Lake of Two 
Mountains. 

(Signed,) 
To the Honorable H. L. LANGEVIN, C.B., 

Secretn.ry of State, Ottawa. 

I have the honor, etc., etc., 
JosEPH A. DEFOY, Assist. C.L.C. 
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(No. 11.) 

[ Translaud from the Fr~nch. J 

:r,.fO!iTREAL, 15th October, 1868. 
To the Hon. GEDEON OurMET, 

Attorney General, Province of Quebec. 
Sm,-In conformity with the verbal instructions which I hn.vc had the honor of 

receiving from you, on Monday last, I left town on Tuesday morning for the Village of 
Lo.ke of Two Mountains, accompanied by my first clerk, ~Ir. Rene Cotret, the chief of 
the Water Police, and five men of the same body. 

Immediately after my arrival at the village, I caused a search to be made, so as to 
bring be:ore me a certain Michel Sako8entetha, an Indian of the place, against whom I 
had issued a writ of arrest, for an assault committed at the Presbytery, on the person of 
the Reverencll\Iessire Prefonta.ine, attached to the mission of the Lake as steward. 

I was told, soon after my arrival, that the man accused had left his house, to hunt, 
a few hours before. 

I then caused to be brought before me the two chiefs of the Iroquois tribe, who 
were the true instigators of the dissatisfaction, and threats of disorder made by the 
Indians (principally by the Iroquois), and of the trespasses which they openly made on 
the property of the gentlemen of St. Sulpice. 

The following are the facts as regards those trespasses :~ 
Some days ago, one of the chiefs of the Iroquois, named Jose Ononk8otkoso, a.nd 

some Indians of the same tribe, went on the domain of the gentlemen of the seminary; 
and after having had stakes planted in different places, he, the chief, solemnly awarded to 
each Indian present, the piece of land which each one would in future ha.ve the right to 
occupy; authorizing them., in his capacihy of chief, to take possession of it immediately, 
telling them, at the same time, that those lands, as well as the domain, did not belong to 
the priests: but to the Indians, and that the chiefs had been authorized to put them in 
possession of properties which they had been deprived of for too long a period. 

The Indians to whom the chiefs, without any further formalities, adjudicated certain 
parts of the property of the gentlemen of St. Sulpice, have not, as yet, followed those 
dangerous advices, and have, until now, committed no acts of violence on the place of a 
nature to authorize their arrest. There has been, it appear~, some threats, but nothing 
more, During the course of my conversation with the chiefs, I told them of the im
prudence of their words, of the danger of their conduct, of the illegality of their acts, 
and of the penalties and fines to which they would infallibly be exposed if they per. 
sisted upon taking or advising the Indians to take possession of lands which did not 
belong to them, the present proprietors of which had been in possession and enjoyment 
of the same before and ever since the conquest, and whose rights and titles had so often 
been recognized by the tribunals of this country. · 

After a long discussion with them, they confessed that, chu·ing the month oi August, 
1867, Mr. Spragge, of the Indian Department, at Ottawa, had told them that the gentle
men of the seminary were not the proprietors of those lands, that they were but the 
administrators of these lands for the benefit of the Indians, that the Indians had a 
perfect right to take possession of them, and to parcel them out as they thought proper; 
and that it was upon 1-Ir. Spragge's advice that they had acted in this manner. I told 
them that they must be in error, that Mr. Spragge oould not have given an opinion of 
that kind, and that there must have l;>een a misunderstanding between 1\-Ir. Spragge anq 
themselves; but thay persisted in their assertion, and added, that J\.Ir. Spragge had spoken 
thus in the presence of witnesses. 

They finally engaged their word, as chiefs, to say, do, or advise nothing of 8-n illegal 
nature to the Indians, but that they would, without loss of time, go to Ottawa, to meet 
t ~ Jlonorable Mri Lwngeyjn, C.B., so as to obtain from that g~p.tlem3¥ exact explan.a,.. 
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tions, and assure themselves, once for all, of the nature of their rights, and of the extent 
of their privileges j and that, if they were convinced of being in the wrong, they would 
at once submit and beg pardon. 

Seeing these dispositions on their part, which were manifested with frankness-in 
appearance at least-I told them that I would await the result of their interview with the 
Honorable Mr. Langevin before I should act, and that I would communicate to the 
Government the facts above cited. Dvring the night of Tuesday and the morning of 
Wednesday, I caused new search to be ma<le, so as to discover the Indian, l\fichel 
Soka8entetha, but without a better result than the first time, and I do not think that 
he will return to the village before the departure of the six policemen I have left .behind 
me, in compliance with the urgent request of the gentlemen of the seminary, in order to 
protect, in case of need, their persons or their property, which might be exposed for a few 
days longer. 

Before terminating this report, I will take the liberty to remark, that in case the 
chiefs do not go to Ottawa, as promised by them, it would be desirable that the H onorab}e 
~fr. Langovin causes them to come before him, to hear their complaints, which are 
evidently so ill-founded. 

· I have the firm conviction thAt the chiefs will imm~diately follow the advice of the 
, Honorable 1\fr. Langevin, and be guided, without hesitation, by his decision, for they 

manifest the greatest confidence in the sentiments of justice which actuate that honora"'ble 
gentleman towards them. 

I am also happy to be able to inform you that during my sojourn at the lake, peace 
has not been for a single moment interrupted, and that the most perfect order existed at 
the time of my departure. 

(Copy.)-(No. 12.) 

To Chief J oseph Orontsakoso, 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 

(Signed,) CHARLES J. CouRsoL, 
Judge, Sessions of Peace. 

. . -.. 
DEPARTMENT SECRETARY OF STATE, 

INDIAN BRANCII, 
October 20th, 1868. 

Care of the Rev. the Cure, 
Lake of Two 1\fountains, P.Q. 

J;Iaving been informed that some of your principal men have assumed an authority 
in connection with the lands of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, whieh was 
calculated to bring them into serious trouble, and subject them to prosecution at law; I 
consider that it w-ill be advisable for yourself and one of the other chiefs to come to me 
at Ottawa, that I may explain to you both, for the information of your people, the exn,ct 
position of the grant made by the crown of France to the gentlemen of the Seminary of 
St. Sulpice, in order that future difficulty and embarrassment may be avoided. I shall, 
therefore, expect your arrival with as little delay as possible. 

I am, your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) HECTOR L. LANG:&YIN, 

Secretary of State. 
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(Copy.)-(No. 13.) 
GovERNOR GE~ERAL's 8ECRETAitY's OFFICE, 

QuEBEC, October 23rd, 1868. 
Sm,-I am directed by His Excellency the Governor Geneml, to acknowledge the 

receipt of the petition of the Chiefs of the Iriquois Indians of Two Mountains, and to 
inform you that it has been transferred to the Department of the Secretary of State for 
Canada for report. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

H. CoTTON, 

The Chiefs of the 
For the Governor's Secretary. 

Iroquois Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains, 
Province of Quebec. 

(No. 14.) 
[Trcmslatecl from tlw F1·encl~J.] 

OTTAWA, 3rd November, 1868. 
MoNSIEUR LE SuPERIEUR,-I am instructed to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a 

petition of the Iroquois Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains, so as to enable you to place 
before the Government such explanations as you may deem proper, and to request you to do 
so at your earliest convenience. It will not be necessary for you to look into the matter 
as regards the titles of property of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, as 
your recent communication on the subject is quite sufficient. 

Messire J. B.AILE, Ptr. 

Yours, etc., 
(Signed,) 

Superior of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, 
Montreal. 

(No. 15.) 
[ Tramlale~l from the Frenclt. J 

ETIENNE pARENT, 
Under Secretary. 

1foNTREAI,, Gth November, 1868. 
To the Honorable H. L. LANGEVIN, C.B., 

Secretary of State of the Dominion. 
Sm,-In the petition presanted by the three Iroquois chiefs of the Lake of Two 

Mountains, you have an evident proof of what I wrote to you in October last, that evil 
minded persons were encouraging om· Indians to put forth certain rights on our seigniory 
which they never had. 

I will not stoop to reply to the coarse insults and calnminous insinua.tions enclosed 
in the petition. Our house is enough known by the Government, not to be obliged to 
show that they have been suggested and inserted in the petition by the same person who 
dared to insert in the affidavit the forty-eight words emsed and void, but which, never
theless, can still be read. I have, therefore, to satisfy the demand of the Governrp.ent, 
but to expl~ the fMts and allegations brought forth in the petition. 

, 
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Since about 200 yea.rs past that the mission has been established on our domain of 

the Seigniory of the Lake of Two ~1ountains, there were al \T-ays sister1 of the congregation 

to teMh the little girls how to read and write, the missionaries taught the little boys,-later 

some lay teachers were paid by us to replace the missionaries. At the pre~ent tim&, the 

8chool of the boys of the village is kept by one of the brothers of the Christian schools. 

For many years past the Indian language has been taught. The Iroquois, Algonquins, 

and Canadian children assembled together to read, but read in the French language only, 

in ord(Jr that distinction of nationality, which has to-day so many serious inconveniences 

may gradually disappear. 
The young Jose Onasakenrat, now the grand chief of the Iroquois, has been educated 

at our own expense, in our college. You see in which manner he makes use of the 

education we have given him. 
We maintain, at our own expense, those schools-two at th~ village, and the third 

at the creek-for the children of those Indians who have established themselves upon 

their lands. 
We have also lately established a work-room, to teach the women and young Indian 

girls to work. Two years ago, the women obtained a prize for cloths manufactured in 

the mission. They have again, this year, sent some beautiful cloths to the county exhi~ 

bition, but they did not succeed in getting any prize. 

N.ot including the keeping of the brother, who lodges and boards with 

our gentlemen, the expense for the three schools amounted to ... . 

And for the work-room to ..................................... . 

Forming a total amount of, for this last yettr, frcm the 1st October, 1867, 

to 1st October, 1868 ..................................... . 

For the preceding year, the expenses for the work-room and the schools 

amounted to ........................................... . 

And for repairs to, and contribution at the Nunnery ............... . 

$817 94 
172 76} 

990 70! 

918 07 
308 89 

Y From the 1st October, 1866, to 1st October, 1867 .................. $1,226 96 

The Indians contribute nothing to the support of these schools, we only ask of them 

to send their children to these schools, but we have always had a great deal of trouble to 

obtain that much. 
You perceive, by this short statement, that we have not neglected, and do not at 

present neglect to give the Indians that education most suited to them. Is there 

another mission where the Indians are more favoured~ 
2. In answer to the complaints of the Indians aa regards the concession of lands, 

and the cutting of woods, it will 1mffice to state that this mission established upon our 

domain of the 1tfountail1. in 1677, was first transfened on our domn.in of the Sault 

au Recollet, and from thence, definitely established on our domain of the Lake of Two 

Mountains in 1777. 
The Indians, whom we have always trea.tcd as our children, are, therefore, on our own 

lands; they have, and can only have, but the titles which we think proper to grant 

them. 
What was true, when our domain was seigniorial, is now more incontestible, since by 

our agreements with the Government in 1859, the domain belongs to us, in (ranc-alue 

roturier. 
This is the manner in which we deal with our Indians in reference to the cultiva· 

tion of lands. We allow them the enjoyment of the lands, on condition that they will 

cultivate them ; the enjoyment may pass to their children on the same conditions, and 

we even allow them to sell ont that enjoyment to another Indian who has been established 

in the said mission for two years. \V \:l ~nly reserve for us the wooq1 the <;utting anq 
partage Qr which we pay them for. · 
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If they want any firewood, or timber for building purposes> we allow them to 
have it, but we only permit them to take what they want for their own use. They are 
prohibited from selling wood without our permission, otherwise our forest would have 
been long since ruined. 

\V ere it not for that wise precaution, where would the Indians obtain their firewood~ 
We have but a few pines capable of being converted into ca.no@s ; when the Indians 
require any, we allow them to take them, but on the condition that they will not sell 
them. This explains the elaim made upon the canoe sold by the Indian La-coppre. 

In general, we cut wood on the lands reserved for the Indians at their demand only, 
either to enlarge their fields, or make new ones; and if somctim~ts we have cut some 
without consulting them, it was on unoccupied or deserted land<;. 

As the domain belongs to us, we have no perrnis~ion to ask. 

The keeping up of the mission becoming every day more onerous, the produce of 
the hunt not being sufficient to supply the wants of the Indians, we created farms around 
our domain. When these will yield a plentiful crop, they will suffice to meet the 
expenses of the mission. In the meantime, the procuracy of the l'leminary is obliged to 
adv&nce very large sums of money to keep up, and for the repairs of the establishment of 
the Lake of Two Mountains. 

The following is a statement of the expenses since the 1st October, 1865, to the 1st 
Octo Jer, 1868. 

Expenses. 

1865-1866 .................. $9,050 11 

Furnished by the Seminary. 

.................. $4,086 30 
1866-1867.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,031 55 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . f-1,164 16 
1867-1868 ................... 12,7~1 More than 9,000 00 

account of extra works 
1 
~, l. f ~ , .f 1 J 1, ~ J ) · I I 

When the Indians come to us for assistance, we give it to them in the sha.pe of 
work, unless they are sick or infirm. 

Below is a statement of the assistance we have given them during the la.at three 
years. 

1865-1866, Seed grain advanced and not remitted $179 30 
2,137 09 

650 87 
, Work procured to the Indians ...... . 

" 
Alms ...................•....... 

$2,966 26 

1866-1867, Seed grain, &c .................... . 163 34 
2,472 25! 

603 06! " 
Work .......................... . 

" 
Alms ............................ . 

3,238 66 

1867-1868, Seed grain ..................... . 112 00 
2,785 06 

714: 14 
, Work ......................... . 

Alms ......................... . " 3,G11 20 

Special assistance given to the Indians in threo years.. . . . . . . $9,816 12 

I make no allusion here to the other work procured for \he Indians, such as th6 
cnttini of wood, the construction of a wharf, etc., etc., in which they have been employed, 
either by us, or our workm•n. 

What mission would procure thetn so many advantages, and so much assistance 1 

I 7 1 . 3 () . J- I 3 7 I;' 1j~ J 'l- {; ~ "'1. I h l h J 'l-
J l ~ · ~ L..J ~ 47 '1,' z,. G f: c 3 · b 

,_ . o o J- a .., 1 w 
I I If - 1,- 7; ~0 '1-v ? I 4 I , -

ij1' Jt , J-1 --((; 4- ' '¥ --- ~ I D 7 f'L-7 ,J I j 1 b 
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3. For the use of the mission and of our farms, and to give work to th~ Inrlin.ns 
who were in want, we hn.d repairs made to a road, on n.n extent of nearly twelve mile~. 
Every year, for the last seven years, we have spent, and still spend, nearly one thousand 
dollars on this road; it was during the construction of this road, and to come to the 
assistance of the poor, that we did cut wood of little value; the price of that wood was 
converted into provisions to pay the Indians' labour. For we do not pay them, and will 
not pay them, otherwise than with provisions, so that the proceeds of their work may 
turn to the benefit of their families. Were we to pay them in cash, notwithstanding the 
prohibition of selling liquors to the Indians, the vendors of intoxicating drinks would 
absorb the greatest part of their labours. 

4. Finally, as regards that most odious allegation, that of the widow, Petit Oris, 
Messire Mercier leased the land in question upon the reiterated solicitations of that 
widow. Re had it valued by a farmer. The Canadian who wished to lease the farm 
could not give any security, and could not establish himself amongst the Indians without 
our permission, and Mr. Mercier had it cultivated by the teacher of the school which 
has been established at the Creek, for the children of those Indians who live in the woods. 
We have given that widow as much as she could reasonabiy expect. 

I doubt if 1\:Ir. Mercier receives the amount which he has paid to that poor woman to 
assist her in her small trade with the Indians. Her land is at her disposal, whenever 
she wishes to retake it. 

i. As regards the tithes and casual chm·ch fees, the amount which we receive from 
the Indians does not meet the expenses of the service of the church. 

Tithes ......... . 
Casual fees ....... . 

Tithes ......... . 
Casual fees . . . . . . . . 

Tithes ......... . 
Casual fees ....... . 

1865-66. 

I 
Expenses of the service of 

church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $279 76 
---$309 81 

$146 82! 
162 98~ 

122 65~ 
118 84 

208 81.} 
58 26~ 

1866-67. 

I 
Expenses of the service of 

241 49
! church .......•........ 

1867-68. 
Expenses of the service of 

church ............... . 
---- 267 07! 

$818 38 

379 01 

505 73 

$1,164 50 

You perceive by this statement, of the last three years, that the expenses are 
greater than the receipts ; besides, most of the tithes and casual church fees come from our 
farmers, for they pay rent for church pews, whilst the Indians pay nothing for the pews 
which they occupy. 

I trust, Sir, that this statement, which we have been forced to make, will enlighten 
the Government as regs.rds the conspiracy which is going on, for the purpose of perverting 
our Indians. 

We only ask, so as to be permitted to eontinue to do the good we have always done, to 
see the delusion of the Indians dissipated, by solemnly declaring to them that they are 
upon our own lands,"and that they cannot be allowed to remain on them unless they 
submit to the wise regulations which we have made for their welfare and that of their 
children. 

Be pleased to accept, etc., etc., 
(Signed,) T. A. BAILE, 

Superintendent of the Seminary of St. 
Sulpice, ·Montreal. 
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(Copy.)-(No. IG.) 
OTTAWA, 9th December, 1868. 

To ALo4TsA SAKOKE::s-OIE, 
ALONSA RETSITO ... TSENIO, 
IGNACE To ... NIONTAKOEN, 
1\'liCHEL SAYOSENKITA and others, 

Iroquois of Lake of Two Mountains. 

The statements contained in your petition to His Excellency the Governor General 
having been examined and inquired into, I haYe to answer them in the following 
manner:-

The Seigniory of the Lake of Two 1\fountains was granted in the year 1718, by the 
King of France, to the gentlemen of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, and the title, which 
has been recognized Ly Act of Parli.ame is st h as gives to that body the absolute 
ownership thereof, anc.l, consequently, the Indians have no right of property in the 
seigniory. · 

'Vith regard to tim )e):, it is found from explanations given by the Superior of the 
Seminary, that the Indians are allowed to cut such wood as they require for fuel and for 
builJing purposes, but are not permitted to cut wood for sale. 

It appears, also, that education is bestowed upon the Indians in the required branches, 
and in the French language, as thn.t spoken generally in that section of Canada; and, 
that their religious instruction has received continued attention ; and that a very 
great deal has been done to improve the condition and to contribute to the comfort 
and welfare of the Iroquois of that seigniory. And, further, that the complaint 
made that the Indians have been refused concessions of land for agricultural purposes is 
contrary to the facts of the case, the practice, as explained, being to allot lands for 
agriculture in proportion as the Indians are prepared to clear them. 

Having conveyed to you these particulars, it remains to be added, for the information 
of the Iroquois Indians of that seigniory, that, by an authority of an Order in Council, 
there were 1,600 acres of land set apart for the Iroquois of the Lake of Two Mountains, 
and of Caughnawaga, situated in the Township of Duncaster, in rear of the Township of 
Wexford, and where, pro\ ided they become actual settlers and improve the lands, each 
family may be located on a farm lot of sufficient extent ; and, in that case, it would be 
ascertained what aid could be given to the Indians by the Government. 

Should the lands set apart in that township Le insufficient, an endeavour would be 
made to find some other locality, where the Indians might settle, if they so desired. 

I remain, etc., 
(Signed,) HECTOR L. LANGEVIN. 

Secretary of State. 

(Uopy.)-(No. 17.) 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 

OTTAWA, lOth December, 1868. 

To Chiefs CLA-Ko-Mrsci Kr, BAZILL, .A:LGIK, PALL-AK-AX-WANEH, 
and other Algonquins of the Lake of Two Mountains, 

0KA, P. 0., P. Q. 

Your letter of the 31st July last was duly received, and enquiry having been made 
re pecting the statements contained therein, the following is the result of those enquiries: 

It is found that the titles to the Seigniory of the Lake of Two :Mountains, and the 
Acts of Parliament relating thereto, give to the gentlemen of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, 
Montreal, tJ1e absolute o"\vnership of the said seigniory; and consequently the Algonquin 
Indians have no right of property therein. 

55-4 
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It further appears, from explanations given by the superior of the seminary, that the gentlemen of the seminary allow the Indians such firewood as they require for their own use, and also timber to build with, but the Indians are not allowed to cut cordwood or timber for sa.le. 
It is well to remind the Algonquins that a tract containing 45,750 acres of land, situated upon the Rivers Desert and Gatineau, was set apart in t.he year 1854 for the Algonquins, Nipissingue and 'fetes de Boule Indians, upon which 200 or 300 Indians have become settled, and where each family joining them can, on a.pplication to the agent, Mr. John White, obtain a farm lofof about eighty acres, which will be allowed to himself and his family for all time to come, provided they settle and cultivate the same. vVith regard to the e:p1ipment (alluded to in your letter), as formerly given to the Indians, the fact must apparently have been long ago known to the Indians, that the Imperial Governmf'nt discontinued annual presents, and only gave to the old and infirm a blanket every year to each such person, and t is practice the Government of Canada still follows. 
The Indians should likewise know tha.t the Seminary of St. Sulpice has, for several years, been expending, for the benefit of the Indians, a considerably larger sum than they derive from the seiglliory j and to assist the Indians, have done much toward~ providing them with work and employment, and giving help and aid to the poor and infirm. And, from the information obtained, the conclusion is, that they obtain J.::indness and consideration from the gentlemen of the seminary. 
lt is also my duty to point out to you that the Algonquins must respect property, and be content with their present condition, and rest sure that the disposition of the Government is to improve their condition, and elevate them in their social position. 

(Copy.)-(No. 18.) 

DoMINION oF CANADA, 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 

(Signed,) 
Your obedient Servant, 

HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, 
Secretary of State. 

To His Excellency Sir JoHN YoUNG, C. B., C. G. M., Governor General of the Dominion of Canada, &c., &c., &c. 
The humble petition of the undersigned chiefs of the Iroquois nation of the Lake of Two 1\fountains, Province of Quebec, respectfully sheweth: 
That among the most important blessiDgs which the Divine Being had conferred upon mankind may be numbered the happy display of the good and charitable dispositions of eminent persons. Your petitioners bad left their h~mes with a heavy heart, driven by the high hand of oppression from a quarter they had been trained to consider infallible, both in earth and in heaven-to seek the protection of those whose sympathy they could not expect to engage, being strangers to them in nationality and religion ; however, they could not, in justice, expect a worse treatment than they had been accustomed· to receive from their pretended friends, aDd they might reach Ottawa, the seat of Gove, nment, and land upon the high, magnificent, and solid rock in perfect security, and laugh to scorn the frowning, rothy, and angry roars and threats of the '' Chaudieres" below, mighty indeed in appearance, but as harmless as the breath of the depal'ted. 
That your petitioners arrived at the seat of Government, Eke Bunyan's pilgrim, with their loaJs of sins and complaints against their relentless oppressors, and sea. cdy better provided with this world's goods ; lmt they fortunately carried in their appearance the misery and eml a.rrassment they felt upon being informed that Your Excellency was ready to receive them-they had reached Heaven, and beheld the Sun of Justice smiling upon 

I 
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their humble and rude appearance, as Your Excellency himself did, on opening the door of 
his cabinet, bid them" come in .my children," they could not have felt more particularly 
blessed." "Oh! Oh!" sa.id they to each other, after reluctantly parting with Your Excellency, 
see what reading God's own book has done here, and how truly he must love God when 
he loves to make us so lmppy. Let us go home quick, and tell our brethren, our wives, 
and our chilclcen, th tt we have J.Tlet with a true servant and minister of God, and that 
they will not always remain oppressed." 

That your p~titioner. have cau"'ed an English translation to be made of the petition 
in the French langna<Ye, ad<.lres~ed by them on the 8th August last to Your Excellency's 
predecessor, Lord .. Monck, which they now produce (see petition marked exhiLit A., and 
document marked B..), with copies of the petition to the Honorable the :Jlinister of Justice, 
and certifica.tes of a.gr em nt ancl con 3s-;ion, verb tlly maL with their nation or tribe of 
Iroquois, by the priests and Seigniory of St. Sulpice, which agreement and concession are 
now denied them. 

Whereof your p8tition')rs, labouring yet untler the grievances set forth in the above 
stated references, most respectfully beg that Your Excellency will order their removal and 
redress. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

(Signed,) JosE 0NASA.KE~RAT (Lecyjne), 
LOUIS KANENRAKENHIATE (Senclrier), 
SAN ALEMRAKE~RAT (Ci8essa). 

Lake of Two Mountains, 
8th Feb1 nary, 1869. 

(Copy, Telegram. )-(No. 19.) 
[By Telegraph from Hud&on.] 

To His Excellency, the Governor General, 
Sir JOHN YOUNG. 

OTTAWA, February 22nd, 1869. 

May it please Your Excellency, that We, the chiefs of the Iroquois and Algonquin 
nations, humbly a11 1 respectfully ask your promised answer to our deputation without 
delay, as matters are becoming desperate with us. 

(Copy )-(No. 20.) 

(Signed,) JOSE 0NASAKENRAT. 
Louis KEMERAKENHIATE, 
SAN ANARARAKENRAT. 

GovERN:!IIENT OFFICE, OTTAWA, 
February 231 d, 1869. 

GENTLE~IEN,-I am directed by the Governor General to acknowleclge the receipt of 
your petition, of date the 8th instant, with the documents that accompanied it, and also 
of your telegram of yesterday, pressing for a reply. 

His Excellency h3.s referred these pn.pers to the Privy Council, and I have to inform 
you that, in accordance with constitutional usage, it will not be possible for His Excellency 
to take any steps in the premises without the report and recommendation of the 
responsible ministers. 

JOSE 0NASAKANRAT (Lecyjne), 

I have, etc., 
(Signed,) 

LOUIS KANENRATENHIATE, (Sentigon), 
SAN ANARANAKENRAT, (Twissa), 

Chiefs of the Iroquois Nation of the Lake of Two Mountains. 

F. TURVILLE. 
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(Copy.)-(No. 21.) 
GovERNOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 0TTA wA, 

February 23rd, 1869. 

Sm,-I am directed by the Governor General to enclose a petition and telegram 
from the Chiefs of the lroquois Nation of the Lake of Two Mountains, with the 
accompanying documents, and a copy of His Excellency's reply, and to request you to 
lay these documents before the Privy Council for report. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

WM:. H. LEE, Esq., etc., H. CoTToN. 
Clerk of the Privy Coune;il. 

(No. 22.) 
[Translated from the French. J 

LAKE OF Two MouNTAINS, 

To the Governor General. 
26th February, 1869. 

May it please Your Excellency,-That your memorialists of the Iroqnois nation 
or tribe, have, through the medium of their chiefs, notified the priests' missionaries to 
leave, and not to return here any more; this being the unanimous desire and sentiment 
of the said nation. 

That, in default of having justice rendered to us, the chiefs, on behalf of the nation, 
will adopt such means as will ensure the removal of these priests and pretended 
successors of St. Peter, the nation being unable to any longer tolerate their conduct 
towards them. 

And your memorialists will for ever pray. 

(Signed by us Chiefs,) JosEPH ONASAKENRAT (Le Cygne). 
Loms x KA~ERAKENHIATE (Seandg). 
JE.A.N x 0GOUVEKENRAT (Ti8esse). 

2nd 1\-Iarch, 1869. 
Send this to the Honorable H. Langevin, with a reference to the letter sent a few 

days age, and request him to send an answer . . 
(Signed,) J. Y. 

(No. 23.) 
[Translated from the French. J 

OTTAWA, luth 1\-Iarch, 1869. 
GENTLEMEN,-His Excellency the Governor General has transmitted to this 

Department, for answer, your communication of the 26th F ebruary last, informing His 
Excellency that the chiefs of the hoquo]s tribe had notified the missionary to leave the 
mission, and not to return thither, etc., and I have been requested to inform you that 
you must respect the law, and the rights of property of the gentlemen of St. Sulpice. 

You must understand that to act otherwise wonltl be contrary to ln,w, and that the 
best method for you to obtain favors from the Government, or from the gentlemen of St. 
Sulpice, is to submit, unreservedly, to the law, and this without distrust. 

The Government has your welfare at heart, and hopes that you will listen to the 
good advice which is given you, and reject the evil ones which strangers of your nation 
may offer you, and which cannot but bring misfortune upon you all. 

J OSEPH 0NASAKENRAT, 

I have, etc., 
(Signed,) E. PARENT, 

Under Secretary of State. 

And other chiefs of the Iroquois Tribe, Lake of Two Mountains. 
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(No. 24.) 
[ Tran.slated from the F1·ench.] 

MoNTREAL, 2nd June, 1869. 

SIR,-1 have received, a.bout fifteen days ago, the letter which you did me the honor 
to write, dated 15th l\Ia,y last, with copies of letters you had previously written to the 
Algonquins and Iroquoi; Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains j also, a copy of a letter 
by the Under Secretary of State, the Hon. :Mr. Parent, to the same Indians. 

I am, honorable Sir, very grateful to you, and to the Under Secretary of State, for 
having thus reminded these Indians of the duties they owe to us, and of the incontestable 
rights of this seminary; but, I thank you, more particularly, for having caused to be 
transmitted to me the authenticated copies of a1l these documents. 

N otwithstancling the great many ca,1ses of complaints which we may have agajnst 
those Indians, yet we do not ask for their removal from the Seigniory of the Lake of Two 
Mountains. We are, as heretofore, di:.:;posed to assist those w:bo have remained faithful to 
us, according to our means and discretion, as well as those w 1o may be willing to behave 
themselves as they should. 

If, however, the Government came to the conclusion of removing the malcontents to 
some other locality, we would neither ohject nor disapprove its doing so, and, jf such was 
the case, the Seminary would not hesitate a moment in allowing such indemnity, as 
natural equity and positive law would entitle them to, for work and improvements per
formed. 

Be pleased to accept the assurance of the profound respect and sincere gratitude 
with which I am, 

M. le Ministre, 
Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

(Sig:ned,) T. A. BAILE, 
To the Hon. HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, Superior of the Seminary. 

Secretary of State. 

(No. 25.) 
[Translated from the F1·ench. J 

OTTAWA, 8th September, 1869 . . 

M. LE JuGE,- A certain number of Iroquois of the Lake of Two Mountains, appear 
ing not to be satisfied with their position, I am willing to assist them in obtaining, from 
the gentlemen of St. Sulpice, the value of the improvements which these Indians may have 
performed upon the lands they cultivate, such as for houses, barns, sheds, auJ other 
buildings, fences, ditches, and clearing. The money which would be paid them by the 
Seminary of St. Snlpice, at the time when they would leave their houses, would ena.ble 
them to do as thE> Al<Yc.mquins have done, and to establish themselves elsewhere. I l1ave 
every reason to believe that the seminary will accede to my request on the sul1ject. 

You will then have the kindness to go to the Lake of Two MountainR. and in my 
name convoke the Iroquois who reside there, and state to them the aLove, accompanied 
with suitable expJanations. And those among them who would Le disposed to accept 
this acrreement, might at once come to an understamling with you, as regards the extent 
of their improvements, of which a statement for each family might immediately Le made 
and signed by yourself and them. You might, at the same time, make the estimate, and 
transmit to me a report of the whole as soon as possibJe. 

I remain, M. le Juge, 

To C. J. CouRSOL, Esq., J. S. P., 
Montreal. 

Your very devoted Servant, 
(Signed,) HECTOR L. LA"NGEVIN, 

Secretary of State, Sup. Gen. Indian Affairs. 
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(No. 26.) 
[Translated from the French. J 

MoNTREAL, 18th September, 18i9. 
Sir,-I have the honor to report that, in conformity with thA instructions contained 

in your letter of the 8th instant, I proceeded on the 14th instant to the village of the 
Lake of Two :Mountains, and having had an intervie'Y with the grand cbief, he promised 
me that he would call a meeting of the Iroquois for yesterday, the 17th instant. .Ac
cordingly, I returned to the lake yesterday, and, faithful to his promise, the chief had 
assembled all the Iroquois now present at Ok.a. 

The chief requested me to state the proposals with which I was intrusted to submit to 
them, on your behalf. I then, at length, explained to them the object of my mission, and 
told them, amongst other things, that your object in adopting measures before hand, by 
which they might be provided with fertile lands, that it was to assist and be useful to 
them, and that their tribe might prosper. 

I, also, told them that it was not your intention to force them to leave the lake, but 
that you had been informed that a certain number amongst them were not satia:fied with 
their position, and could not obtain enough work to support their families j that they had 
manifested their desire of accepting lands of the Government, and that you had int.rusted 
me with the mission to inquire as to the veracity of that report. 

The chief having explained to the Iroquois what I told him, conferred with them for 
a while. This conference over, he told me that they were all unanimous in thanking you, 
as well as the Governmfmt, for the solicitude and interest evinced towards them, but that 
it was impossible for them to maturely consider your proposals, inasmuch as one of the 
chiefs, and a great number of Iroquois, were absent; some of them being busy harvesting, 
and others travelling, that they would requ~re a delay of three or four weeks before they 
would be able to give a final answer j and, added further, that if the two priests of St. 
Sulpice-~1:essieurs Toilet and Rive-did not depart from the place, that there would be 
more difficulties. 

That) if these gentlemen were recalled by the seminary, even for a short time, and 
replaced by others, they had the conviction that they would come to an understanding 
among themselves, and that peace and unity would be the result. That they were 
decided upon having no deliberation, or give any answer to your proposals, unless the two 
gentlemen above nameJ were :first removed. 

I told them that they were mistaken in thinking that the Seminary of St. Sulpice 
desired, or had a'3~ed for their removal; that, far from it, the superior of the sen1inary, 
with whom I had had an interview the previous day, had assured me that the seminary 
would see, with the greatest sorrow, the departure of the Indians, and that they would 
consent to such a step, on the conviction, only, that the Iroquois themselves were desirous 
to depart, and formally express their wish ~o to do. 

I concluderl by telling them that I would immecliately send to you a report of the 
result of that meeting, not very numerous indeed, but composed of the most influential 
men among them, and presided by tl1e chiefs, J oseph Ohasakanrat, and Louis Raniac
kenkiate, in grand costume, the other chiefs being absent from the lake. 

The meeting was put off to the 25th of October next, and a vote of thanks tendered 
to me by the meeting. .Among those who were present at this meeting, we observed ~Ir. 
De La Roncle, notary, from St. Andrews, as well as the Rev. Mr. Rivet, Protestant 
missionary, at Oka, and whom the chiefs had invited to attend. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

To the Hon. HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, 
Secretary of State, Ottawa. 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed,) CHARLES J. CouRsoL, J. S. P. 

.. 
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[ Ttt·anslated fi·om the French. J 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ~)ECRZTARY OF STATE, 

INDIAN BRANCH, OTTAWA, 
23rd September, 1869. 

Sm,-I have received instructions from the Honorable the ~ecLetary of State to 
acknowledge the receipt of your Re1 ort of the 18th instant, as regards your mission to 
the Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains, and to thank you for what you have done in 
matter. 

I am also directed to inform you that he will soon write to you, relativ& to the same 
subject. 

To the Honorable Judge CouRSOL, 
:Montreal, P.Q. 

(No. 28.) 

I have, etc., 
(Signed,) 

[Translated from tiLe French. J 

E. PARENT, 
Under Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
INDIAN BRANCH, 0T'l'AWA, 

14th October, 1869. 
M. LE JuGE,--I have the honor to a-cknowledge the receipt of your Report, dated 

18th September last, in which you give me the result of the meeting held by the Iroquoia 
Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains, on the 17th ult. As according to that report 
they were to have another meeting on the 25th inst.; I wish you would asaist at it, and 
try to impress upon them that I, or the Government, have nothing to do as regards the 
nomination or removal of the reverend missionaries of St. Sulpice; that those gentlemen 
arE' appointed by thAir ecclesiastical superiors, and that if they have any complaint 
against them, they ought to submit them, in a. respectful manner, before the Superior of 
St. Sulpice, who will, no doubt, render them justice. That as tha.t matter has nothing 
in common with the one you have submitted to them, I trust that after weighing well 
the advantages which would accrue by their acceptance of my propositions, they will not 
fail to avail themselves of them. 

You will be pleased, however, to state the case de novo to them. 
Before concluding, I have to state that I approve in toto of your proceedings in the 

matter, a.nd which you have conducted with so much zeal and tact. 

The Honora.ble CHAS. CouRsor,, 
Montreal. 

(No. 29.) 

I have, etc., 
(Signed,) HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, 

s~cretary of State. 

[Translated from the F'rench. J 
MoNTREAL, 27th October, 1869. 

SIR,-1 have the honor to inform yon that in conformity with your letter of the 
19th inst., I 11ro~e ·led on the 25th inst. to Oka, to assist at the meeting, which had been 
pht off' till that day, so a::; to ol>tain from the Iroquois chiefs a final answer to the proposals 
which you <lid me the honor to autho1 ~ze me to submit to them in your name. 
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The two principal chiefs, J oseph Onasa.kenrat and Jean Oseneakenrat, were awaiting 
my arrival, as well as three councillors of the Iroquois tribe, Pierre Triokenensere, 
Nic olas Dokau;:ttokiare and J oseph Tohaseiakenrat, and a sm~1.ll number of Indians, the 
greaest part among them having lefb for the hu'. t. 

The short ceremonies in usage in such a <.::tse being over, the grand chief, J oseph 
Onasakenrat, stood up, and told me, "that on the 1 ~th of October he had assembled the 
"majority of the Iroquois of the Lake of Two IV.lo:.1J,tains, and had fully imparted and 
"explaine:l to them the nature of the proposition which you had caused to be submitted 
"to them through me, and that the Indians, a.fter a long discu~sion on the question, on 
"all its bearings, had then unanimously declared that they wAre not inclined to leave ; 
"that they had too much a,ttachment for their birthplace, which constantly recalled to 
"their ruinc1s the glorious deeds of their ancestors, to consent to go. That they were 
"well where they were, near the city and villages, where they could earn their livelihood. 
"That further, they il1tended to cultivate, with courage, and show that the Indians were 
"not as lazy a,s they were thought to be." 

The chief then declared to me, in the name of the tri'ue, that they were still in the 
sa.me dispositions. 

I left them, telling them that my mission ended there, and that I would send you a. 
special report of their answer. 

(Copy.)-(No. 30.) 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your very obedient Servant, 

(Signed,) CHAS. J. CouRsoL. 

DEPART:riENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
INDIAN BRANCH, 

OTTAWA, 4th November, 1869. 

SIR,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ult., 
reporting the result of your second interview with the Indians of the Lake of Two 
Mountains, in connection with the b.nd matters of that seigniory, and I beg of you to 
accept the thanks of this Department for the trouble you have taken in this matter, and 
to forward an account of your expenses, and of the number of days employed by you in 
connection therewith. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed,) HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, 

The Honorable Judge CHARLES CouRBOL, 
Montreal. 

Secretary of State. 

(No. 31.) 

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, 
DISTRICT OF TERREBO.YE. 

[Translated jrom the Fr,nch. J 

To the Honorable l\'Ir. HowE, Secretary of St~te and Superintendent of Indian Aftairs. 

:May it please Your Honor, the humble pet.ition of the undersigned chiefs of the 
Iroquois tribe or nation of the Lake of Two :l\Ionntains, in tlH• 1'aid district of Terrebone, 
resp~ctfully sh~weth, by an extract given below of a petition dated the 26th July, 1868: 

" That t-heir nation, for the reason, and for motives of personal interest, have always 
"been treated with contempt and harshness by the members of the cler~y of the Church 
"of Rome (better known among themselves under the designation of the gods of this 
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'c World), who, under the cloak of religion, have assumed the ma.stership of the Indians 

'' here as well as elsewhere." 
"That scourge of human kind, these oppressors of the children of the great a.nd only 

"God of the Universe, are at last unmasked." 
"That they have been for a long time desirous of obtaining the free enjoyment of 

"their rights and privileges as British subjects, but that their "Wi,·Gs, and the most timid 

"among them, were, at the least sign of dissatisfaction manifested by them a.gainst the 

"administration of the priests of the Church of Rome, threa.tened with anathema and 

" eternt\l damnation by those holy fathers, full of anger and wrath, and the sacraments of 

"which church they would deprive them of, dead or alive." 
Tha.t your petitioners thought better to submit until the time would arrive when 

they could break from such shameful superstition. 
(Reference).--1n the year 1867, under the pretext of opening a road, they have cut 

a.nd taken away, by the means of French Canadians, one thousand cords of firewood, 

ta.ken within the limits of the said Seigniory. 
In 1869, those same priests have caused a brger quantity of wood to be cut and 

carted away, whilst we are withheld from all kind of work, and even prevented from 

clearing our lands. 
If we wished to make some improvements (build a school-house), we were interfered 

with by thP.se oppressors, who had us arrested and imprisoned, and who appropriated to 

themselves all the material we had, notwithstanding the auhhority we hold from the 

Government. 
\Ve, therefore, humbly pray your honor to notify them to discontinue, and thus 

~serve for us and for our children, and children's children, our only means of support. 

In witness whereof, we have signed. 
(Signed,) J OSEPH 0NASAKENRAT, Chief, 

(N . 32.) 

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, 
DISTRICT OF TERREBONNE. 

and 15 others. 

To His Excellency Sir JoHN YouNG, Baronet, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., Governor General irt 
and over the Dominion of Canada. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY,-
The humble petition of the Chiefs and other Indians of the village of Oka, in the 

Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, in the District of Terrebonne, in the Province 

of Quebec, respectfully sheweth :-
Th3.t your petitioners are the off.-;;pring (clescen1ants) of the tribes or nations of 

Indians, with whom the British Government formed a trea.ty, as allies, and who lived 

under its benevolent protection a long time, previous to, and since the Royal .Proclamation 

of His late Majesty, George the Third, of glorious memory, dated the 1st day cf October, 

1763. 
That they are the holders and possessors, among other lands, of which this fourth 

part of the ea.rth (America) is composed-regarded by them, held and enjoyed as their 

land of promise~Canaan; now altered, since its pretended discovery by J acques Cartier, 

into the appellation of" Canada." 1st. Because it was the gift of the Ureator of HEaven 

and Earth. 2nd. By right of conquest, as the allies of England, over the F1 ench 

adventurers and usurper~, upon two occasions, in the year 1629, and the year 1759. 

3rd. By the ~anction and confirmation of their said possession, by the Royal Proclama

tion of His late Majesty, Ge01ge the Third, of glorious memory, in 1763. A true copy 

of which, upon parchment, was delivered to your petitioners by, or through, the hand~ of 

their leader and friend, Sir William J ohnson, Baronet, since deceased. 

65-5 
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That your petitioners' predecessors were afterwa.~·ds. hunted down ~ncl spirited ~':ay 
out of their possessions into smaller allotments, and hmited, as well as Isolated locaht1es, 
thro11ghout Canada, among others, the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, afore
said, where their support, keeping, and maintenance, valued to the yearly sum of 16,000 
dollars, currency, is publicly, but falsely, declared to have been expended for their profit, 
benefit and advantage (as set forth in the Journal La jl,:finrrve, of the 30th September, 
1868), by the priests of the Seminary of St. Sulpi~e, of J\1o~treal, as. the a~e~ts of the 
Seminary of that name, of the Fauhonrg St. Germa.m lez Pans-a foreign rehgwus order 
ot priesthood, under whose sheep-hook they were led to believe themselves happy and 
sa.fe from the necessity of pursuing an idle or savn,ge life, and in due time to become 
entitled to be numbered among the civilized nations of the earth. 

That your petitioners, while allured and fiattered into this false security, were out
witted by the priests of the Seminary of Saint Sulpice, who pressed forward their 
pretended claim to the said Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains (in particular), and 
obtained its recognition through the hurried formalities of the enactment contained in the 
Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canada, chapter ~~2, the whole to their loss, damage, 
prejudice, and detriment. That your petitioners, instead of obtaining such support, 
maintenance, education, and "ca.ra of souls," have been at all times made the abject 
and loathsome shYes a.nd m.trtyrs of the priests of the Seminary of Saint SuJpice, their 
pretended feudal lords, w.do caused several of them to be dragged by the secular arm of a 
police magistrate of JVIontreal (C. J. Coursol, Bsq.), and lodged in the prison ot the 
;District of Terrebonne, wharein t~ey were kept in tile cours3 of the severe winter of tho 
year 1869, in dnress several day3, until liberated, being guilt:ess of any offence, by 
sentence of an honorable judge of the Superior Court. And, in the course of September, 
now last p tst, an Indian woman was so cruelly assaulted, nnLl beaten with a broomstick, 
by 1\Ir. Tallet, yet an officiating priest of the Seminary of the Lake, ::-.foresaid, that her 
health has been declining sint.:e, whiie the guilty priest is allowed to lord it over his 
victim, unpunished, although the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and Commissioner of 
Indian La.nds, for Lower Canada, was made aware of these treatments of the Indians, 
yet he did not daem proper to interfere, but c0mmancled them to submit to the priests. 

That your petitioners ha.ve lately placed into the hands of His Excellency the 
Governor in Chief, several petitions and documents, in support of their claims, which will 
be produced on the required order, according to parliamentary usage. 

That your p3titioners humbly submit; 1st. vVhether from the fuct of having become 
membel's of a Christian Church (the Wesleyan l\1ethoLlist), and, therefore, made free by 
the truth, as it is in Jesus. they can be in bondage to any man, or body of men, in this 
Dominion ~ For their part they n.re not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, and can afford 
here to defy the sneers of the infidel. 

2nd. That your petitioners are the more faithful and loyal subjects of Her l\fajesty 
the Queen of these reaJms ; that they are taught of their Saviour, by His Gospel, " To 
fear God, and horror the King" (1 Peter, ii, 17), whilf their age of majority, required 
by law, labouring under no legal impediment, having both m.!.nd and judgment, and in 
the enjoyment of every moral and physical capability, they are in no ways inferior to 
other races in the Dominion, and are as competent to protect their persons and property 
without any of the restraints put upon your petitioners, by such or similar enactments 
as the above quoted chapter of the Consolidated Statutes. 

3rd. That the priests of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, as the sworn subjects of the 
Pope, and members of a foreign corporation, to wit: "the Seminary of St. Sulpice, of 
the Faubourg St. Germain lez Paris, in. France," froT? the tenor of their priestly oath, 
and the fact of an already pledged consmence to a foreign monarch, could not obtain from 
the Legislature any power, superiority, pre-eminence, or authority ecclesiastical or civil, 
within these renlms, unless relieved from the Gospel impossibility of serving t\YO masters 
at once! 

Therefore, your petitionerH respectfully pray, that, Your Excellency will vouchsafe to 
take their petition into consideration, and be pleased to order that all the lands or 

/ 
I 
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property composc;ing the said SE-igniory of the La.ke of Two l\1onntains, having been held 
by them as exclusively appropriated to their use as such Indians-be restored to them as 
of right. And that the priests or missionaries of the Seminary of St. Sulpice be ordered 
to remove from the Indian village (Oka) of the La.ke of Two :Mountains, within as short 
a delay, and under the penalty as is set forth and contained in and by the act of the Con
solidated Statutes of Lower Canada, chapter 14. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

(Signed,) J OSEPH 0NASAKENRAT (Lecygne), 
Chief Lours KANENRAKENIIIATE (Sanation), 

JEAN X ANENNAKBNRAT, 
BAZIL X 0BJIK, 

V INCE.i"T X REPEIA, 
CHARLES V L TCENT X REPL\., 
NrcoLAS x SEKENA'l'AKE, 
And 59 other Signatures. 

Lake of Two l'Vfountruns, 7th Fevruary 1870. 

0KA, LAKE OF Two M:ouNTAINs, 7th February, 1870. 

"\Ve, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the above marks of the petitioners, who 
could not write their names, were voluntarily made, and given in our presence, after the 
contents of the foregoing petition were translated to them in the India.n language. In 
faith whereof, witness our hands. 

(Signed,) F. X. \V. RIVET, Notary. 
LOUIS KANANRAKENHIATE. 

Sworn before me, at Como, Vanclreuil, 
the 7th day of February, 1870. 

(Signed,) J onN Honaso.T, J. P. 

(No. 33.) 
[ T1·anslated frorn tlw French.] 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, I~DIAN BRA.TCH, 
OTTAWA, 26th January, 1870. 

REVEREND SIR,-1 beg to enclose he_·ein n. copy of a document, filed in this office on 
the 31st ultimo, respecting cm·ttoin rights of the Indians of the Luke of Two :1\lountains, 
in the firewood in that seigniory, in order, that if so disposed, you may offer any ex
planation connected with the question referred to, which you may fe 1 called upon to do. 

I have, etc., etc., 

Rev. Mr. BAILE, 
Superior of the Seminary of St. Sui pice, 

Montreal. 

(Signed,) JosEPH HowE, 

Secretary of State for the Provinces. 
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(No. 34.) 
[ T1·anslated frorn the Frencl~J. J 

To the Hon. J oseph Ho we, 
Secretary of State for the Provinces, 

etc., etc. 

MoNTREAL, 26th February, 1870. 

SIR,-Since the day when you did me the honor to send me the petition of the Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains, relative to ths pretended right to cut firewood in that seigniory, there has been presented to the Senate and House of Commons, by those same Indians, a second Petition, more radical than the first, against the right of property of the Seminary of Montreal to the seigniory in question.. I may be permitted therefore, Sir, to present hero a few observatio:1s as regards this litigation, and to recall to mind, in a few words, 
lst. That the seigniory of the lake was acquired by the Seminary of :rviontreal from t.he French Government, at a title onerous to them. 
2nd. That immediately after the conquest, the Seminary had the liberty to sell it, and br.i.ng the price of the same elsewhere, in the same manner as >Yith their other properties, if they had thought proper to do so. 
3rtl. That the right and title of the Seminary to that seigniory were recognized m the most ample and most unreserved manner, in the charter which was grant~d them m 184:0, by the :tuthority of the British Government. 
4th. Lastly, that in 1859, by the transactions effected by the Seminary with the Government of this Province, they became proprietors in fi·anc cdeu 'rotm·ie1' of all their unconceded land. 
Those titles can be found in the archives of the Government of Ottawa, and they are so very clear, that if they were not respected, no prop1ietor could believe himself secured against spoliation. 
The Seminary has always allowed the Indians of the Lake to take firewood in the forest for their own use. They have also been allowed, when asked for, to take timber for building purposes. But the seminary has always prohibited them from selling the wood; this 1Jeing done with a view to their own welfare; knowing, very well, that if they were allowed to sell the wood, the forest would soon be laid waste, and they would soon be unable to procure any therefrom whan wanted. 
The Seminary has often employed Indians to cut wood and cart the same, either for its own use or to sell it, and always paid them for their work, but never for the price of the wood. vVhen the Indians have taken upon themselves to cut or sell some for their benefit, the Seminary has always energetically objected, and often brought before the tribunals of justice the vendors or purchasers, who were invariably com:n;J.itted. Thus, in a petition of the 13th March, 1838, to Sir John Colborne, l'.1r. Quiblier, then Superior of the Seminary, said, "it is about the end of 1~37, that listening to selfish "advice, some one among them (of the Iroquois) committed considerable depredations in "the Domain, took and sold a great quantity of wood."-" That it may please your " Excellency to notify them through your Secretary: lst. To stop and discontinue their " depredation. 2nd. To have an understanding with the resident missionary as regards " a compensation for damages sustained." ' 
Fifteen days later, in answer to that petition, Mr. Hughes, the Superintendent of the Indians, wrote to 1\fr. Quiblier :-
" REv. SIR,-Yesterday, the 28th instant, 1838, I had the honor of an interview " with His Excellency, in order to put a stop to the disputes pendin<Y between the " PrL.J.cipal of the Seminary and the said Indians. His Excellency is pleas~d to command " that. the Indians be desired (through the Chief Superintendent in Department) to desist " cuttmg more wood on the dom~tin of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains 1' without permission." 
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Mr. Quiblier, in a letter of the 4th April following, g1vmg an account of this 
transaction to Mr. Dufresne, then missionary at the Lake of Two Mountains, thus ended 
his letter : "I have forgotten to tell you this morning, when speaking to the Governor 
General, in the presence of 1\fr. Hughes, I told His Excellency, and repeated several 
times,-" That we had reserved the domain, of our own free will, that we could have 
"sold the same in part or in whole; that if we had not done so, it was for the good of 
" the Indians; that the Indians \vould have nothing to say in the matter, were we to sell 
"it at present to whomsoever we chose, this is the root of the whole affair. When we 
" do n,nything for the Indians, we do it because we so wish it. Do not loose sight of this 
"when you speak to 1\Ir. Hughes." 

1\ir. Quiblie1·'s argument is still more irrefutab~e since the seminary has been 
recognised proprietor in franc alelt roturier. 

1\Ir. Hughes, however, who, by mistake or otherwise, had taken upon himself to 
allow the Indians to cut and sell wood for their own benefit, was compelled to withdraw 
that permission. 

This is demonstrated by the letter which was sent to him on the 4th .April, 1838, by 
l\1r. Rowan, Secretary of Sir John Col borne, by which this Secretary orders him, in the 
name of the Governor, to go to the lake, and put a stop to the depredations; and after
wards, by the letter which 1\fr. Hughes himself was obliged to write to the Indians to 
prove to them the authenticity of 1\fr. Rowan's letter. 

The successors of .Mr. Quiblier, the superiors of the S9minary, and their representatives 
at the lake, the successors of Mr. DnfrEsne, have constantly agreed and acted in the same 
manner a:s those two gentlemen did towards the Indians, as it is easily proved by their 
correspondence, and their conduct generally. 

1\~m·eover, Sir, last year, your honorable predecessor, 1\fr. Langevin, having had to 
examine the pretensions of these poor Indians, as well as a new peLition from them to cut 
wood, and dated the lOth June, 1860, sent them the following reply, dated the 17th of 
the same month, " I have to inform you that the gentlemen of the Seminary of St. 
" Sulpice, of 1\iontreal, are the proprietors of the lands which are in the Seigniory of the 
" Lake of Two :Mountains, and consequently that you have to look to them for permission 
" cut wood upon those lands." 

"The Government cannot interfere in the matter." 
It, therefore, seems to me that all the difficulties as regards this affair, have been 

sufficiently, and more than sufficjently examined, discussed, judged, and well judged, and 
I am, therefore, confident that the honorable the Privy Council, the Senate, and the 
House of Commons, will. be unanimous in rejecting and considering all the new petitions 
above referred to as worthless. 

If, nevertheless, the contrary was the result, if our titles and our rights were again 
to be threatened, I would earnestly beg of you to haYe the kindness to notify us, and I 
am confident that we could easily furnish you with all the necessary documents to justify 
the preceding arrangements. 

I am, etc., Sir, 
Your humble and very obedient servant, 

(Signed,) T. A. BAILE, Supr. 

(Copy.)-(No. 35.) 
SHERBROOKE, 17th February, 1870. 

To the Honorable J OSEPH HowE. 
MY DEAR Sm,-The Indians at the Lake of Two Mountains, feeling dissatisfied with 

the conduct of the Roman Catholic priest towards them, resolved upon giving him 
intimation' that they desired any further connection between him and them to cease. 
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In furbherance of this objecb, they waited upon him to make the intimation which he, declaring th~m guilty of an assault, had them arrested, and conveyed to jail ; subsequently, he ha~ them again arrested, and put in jail, for alleged trespass, and thus appeared determmed to worry and tease them into subje~tion to his iron rule. 
To defend them, under circumstances of such painful treatment, some friends in Montreal-where I then lived-engaged a ln.wyer, a Mr. Kerr, whose services on those occasions have involved an expense of one hundred and fifty dollara. This, now owing to 

the mission having fallen into the hands of the W esleyan Methodists, rests upon them to defray. Having the superintendence of this, and several missions among the French Canadians in the Province of Quebec, it has been suggested to me that I should apply to you to know if you could, out of any funds a.t your disposal in behalf of the T ndians, enable me to meet this demand. It is not a legitimate case for our missionary income to meet, and if we are compelled to pay it, it must be through a special appeal to our friends for that purpose. 
If within your province to grant my request, I, with many-friends who view the expenditure as one of purest benevolence, to relieve and protect a deeply oppressed people, will feel much obliged. 
I might say, if this were the only sum it has been necessary to mise for thei1' help, or which might yet be necmsary to obtain for them, I would not trouble you with such an applica-tion as the preSt)nt. 
The Honorable 1\fr. Aikins, to whom I have \Yritten on previous occn.sions in behalf of these poor Indians, is fully informed on the whole m:-.. tter. 
Hoping you will excuse me for thus troubling you, especially at a time when you must be so fully occupied, I beg to subscribe myself, 

My dear and honored Sir, 
Yours very truly, 

J onN BoRLAND, 
W esleyan JYliLister, 

and Chairman of the Quebec District. 

DEPATITMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROV!l\C.ES, 
INDIAN BRANCH, OTTAWA, 12th March, 1870. 

REVERE~D Sm,-I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th ult., and in reply, I beg 
to state that, as certain of the Indin.ns of Lake of Two :Mountains, to whom you allude, received sentence of imprisonment, it must be inferred that proof must have been before 
the magistrate that they had infringed the law. And I have further to state, that it is not the practice to pa.y frmu Indian funds law costs, unless the i~1curring of those costs had previously b.::en sanctioned by the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs. 

(Signed,) 

To Rev. JOHN BoRLAND, 
W esleyan Missionary, and Chairman of Quebec District. 

I have, &c., 
J osEPH Ho wE. 

s.s. 

(Copy.)-(No. 37.) 
SHERBROOKE, 17th March, 1870. 

HoNORABLE SIR,-I beg you to excuse me for once more tr ;spassing on your time 
and attention, I only do so to correct an erroneous impression, under which I perceive you are laboring. You say, "that as certain of the Indians of the Lake of Two J.\IIountains, 
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to whom you allude, received sentence of imprisonment, it must be inferred that proof must have been before the magistrate that they had infringed the law." The facts are, they, the Indian Chiefs, went peaceably to intimate to the priest that they did not desir~ 
to receive from him any more service, and, therefore, they wished he would leave the place, believing that seigniory iY:1S theirs, and that when they choose to change their spiritual advisers, they could do so without let or hindra.ncc. 

For this the priest had them arrested and taken "lv prison, swearing that they 
intended to do him bodily injury, and, therefore, charged them with an assault. 

Several gentlemen in Montreal, being made acquainted wit.h the facts of the case, entered bail in their behalf, and had them released. It Ti"<l.S then, at the request of the Indianil, that the :Thiethodist Church in :Th'fontreal, through me, sent them a missionary. 
On his arrival among them they proposed to put up ?. little building as a place of worship, and commenced to do so by cutting some timber for that purpose. Then, again the priest had them arrested and put in prison, and then again their JY1ontreal frjends stepped forward and had them liberated, by becoming their bail. A lawyer was engaged to defend them in both cases. The last arrest for trespass was tried and gained by the Indians. The fl rsi, charge, for alleged assault, they were prepared to meet, but the priest mado no appearance, and so the case was allowed to drop. That the priest should get ofi so, is a myster) to all who are 1mawttre of the 1 ower which priests have at head quarters. 
I would not have troul:lled you with an apj>lication for relief in their case, did I not believe, as I do most fully, thn.t they have been deeply injured, and that they deserve, -yea, have righteous claims for asBistu.nce, which I am sorry to learn is denied them in more instances than the one on \Vhich I have addressed you. 

I have the honor to he, Honorable Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed,) JoHN BORLAND, 

The Honorable J OSEPH Ho wE, 
Secretary of State, Ottawa. 

(Copy.)-(No. 37!.) 

Chairman of the Quebec District. 

DEPARTM:CNT OF TilE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINC:CS, 
OTTAWA, 26th 1Iarch, 1870. 

REVEREND Sm,-:Thfy attention was called, shortly after I assumed the duties of this office, to the unhappy disputes in the Seigniory of the Two Mountains, and I have read a great many papers and heard several deputa1 ions in reference to the controversy; by the papers on recorJ, it would appear thu.t the Seminary at Montreal o•vns the seigniory; their title is set forth in a report made by the Honorable 1\It'. L::mgevin to the Privy Council, which report was confirmed by that body. 
The 1\linister of Justice takes the same view of the law as 1\Ir. Langeviu. I cannot changP the la>v or dispossess the proprietors, nor would it be proper for me to encourage others to dispute rights thus recognized by the highest legal authority. 
I am disposed to do what is fair and right to all parties, nor am I influenced by any thing but a sense of public duty. Should you be disposed to come to Ottawa, all the papers shall be opened to your inspection, and I shall be happy to discuss with you any practical measures for the relief or protection of the Indians that you may wish to suggest. 

The Reverend JOHN BoRLA.ND, 
Chairman of the Quebec District, 

Sherbrooke. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed,) JosEPH HowE, 

Secretary of State, &c. 
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(Copy.)-(No. 38.) 

Report from the Indian Office, relative to Complaints rnade by the I1·oquois Indians of the 
Lake of Two ~fountains. 

Referred to the Honorable the Privy Council. 
With reference to the letter of the 23rd ult., from the office of His Excellency the Governor General, accompanied by a copy of a petition (the original of which was addressed to His ExcP,llency Lord 1\Ionck) by the Iroquois Indi::tns of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, in which complaint is made of certain disabilities and disadvantages under which they assert that they labour, the undersigned has the p_onor to state, that having devoted his attention to the questions at issue, upon rec~ipt of the original petition, and one also from the Algonquin Indians of the same settlement , he drew up two reports thereon respectively dated 26th October, and 9th December last, as exhibiting the result of his inquiries in regard to the position of the two bands alluded to; and to these reports he respectfully requests reference. He desires, also, to observe that since their preparation no new facts have been elicited to alter the aspect of tho case. 

(Signed,) 

OTTAWA, 18th 1\Iarch, 1869. • 

(Copy.)-(No. 39.) 

HECTOR LA ... '"GEVIN, 
Secretary of State. 

Copy of Report on the Petition of tlte Algonquin Indians of tlte Lake of Two jJfountains. 
The Petition claims :-

1st. That the Seminary of St. Sulpice have no right to the land or wood, but that they belong to the Indians. 
2nd. That the Seminary of St. Sulpice refuses to give timber to the Indians to build houses with. 
3rd. That certain islands in the Ottawa River have heen taken possession of by the Government for public works, :~6 years ago, and no compensation paid to the Indians. 4th. That certain equipments, that used to be paid to the Two Mountains Inrlians, have now ceased to be paid. 
5th. That the Indians should have the same privileges as enjoyed by white people. On the firs"b point, I have read attentively the petition, and Mr. Spragge's memorandum of the 12th August last thereon, and after carefully reading the titles of the Seigniory of Two 1\fountains, and the Acts of Parliament thereto relating, I have no doubt thc'tt the Algonquin Indians are altogether in error, and that the comparison established by 1\fr. Spragge between the land at Sault St. Louis, or Caughnawaga, is quite wrong in every way, the tenure of both being quite different, in so much as the first hu.s reverted to the crown, whilst in the case of the Seigniory of Two 1\lountains, it is the absolute property of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, of Montreal, as shown by the title or grant of the 27th April, 1718; by that of the 1st March, 1735; by the permission granted to the gentlemen of the Seminary, by the Treaty of Paris, to sell those Seigniories and carry away the proceeds to France, if they had chosen to do so; by the 3rd & Llth Vict., c. 30 (now chap. 42 of the Consolidated Sbatutes of Lower Cana,da), and by the SeignioriuJ Act of 1859. 'I'he Algonquin Indians of the Two 1\lountains have, therefore, no right of property in the Seigniory of Two 1\Iountains, but have the right to remain where they are, at the mission, as long as they think proper, provided they bl.lhave peaceably and respect the rights of the Seminary of St. Sulpice. On the second point, I have ascertained that the Seminary of St. Sulpice do not allow the Indians to cut wood for sale, but that they allow them timber to build with, and cord wood for their own use. 
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On the third point, I have to observe, that, by the Act, 14 & 15 Vict., c. 106, a large tract is set apart for the use of certain Indian tribes in IJower Canada. And that, by an Order in Council of the late Province of Canarla, dated 9th August, 1853, and passed in accordance with, and under this last mentioned Statute, 45,i50 (forty-five thousand seven hundred and t fty) acres of land, in the Township of Mamivaki, or River Desert, are set apart specially for the Tetes de Boule, Algonqnins, and Nipissingne Indians, being the tribes hunting on the territory between St. Maurice and Gatineau, principally residing at the mission of Lake of 'rwo Mountains. Compensation has, therefore, been given to the Algonquin Indians that may have been appropriated by the Government on the Ottawa River. 
On the fourth point, it appears that the Imperial authorities for a long time g~Lve certain equipments, as mentioned, but they have ceased so doing for a number of years, a.nd the Canadian authorities have replaced them by blankets, seed, grain, and other assistance, for the old and infirm Indians. On the last point; the Indians cannot have the same privileges as the white man, a.s long as the law remains as it is, but it is the intention of the Department to submit a scheme by which Indians could, under certain conditions, and with certain qualifications, obtain their emancipation, and become, to all intents and pu-'Poses, citizens, as the white men are. But in order that such a measure may obtain the sanction of Parliament, and become law, Indians must not violate the law of the land, nor throw, otherwise, obstacles in the way. They must respect property, be content with their present condition, and be sure that the disposition of the Government is to improve their condition, elevate them in their social position, and prepare thAm for a complete emancipation. 

O·rTAWA, 26th October, 1868. 

(No. 40.) 

(Signed,) HECTOR L. LANGEVIN' 
Secretary of State. 

Copy of Report on tiLe Petition of the lroqu,ois Chiefs of the lroquois Tribe of tl~e Lake of Two },fountains. 
The Petition claims :-

1st. That the Iroquois Tribe is treated with contempt and harshness by the Roman Catholic Clergy. 
2nd. That they are deprived, through the gentlemen of the St. Sulpice Seminary, of a scholastic and religious education, in accordance with the p1·ogress of civilization, and that they are only taught to read and write the Iroquois language. 3rd. That the gentlemen of the St. Sulpice Seminary have always refused tc concede to the Iroquois Indians, lands for agricultural purposes within the limits of the Seigniory of Lake of Two Mountains. 
4th. That the said gentlemen refused to them the right to cut wood fo1· fuel fer their own use. 

5th. That the said gentlemen have caused, in 1864, a large quantity of wood to be cut and sold aga.inst the will and to the prejudice of the Iroquois IndianJ. 6th. That the said gentlemen have refused to a.llow the Iroquois Indians to cut timber for building or improvement purposes, whilst they have allowed a white man to have a large quantity of the same for a large sum of money. 7th. Thd.t the said gentlemen have deprived an Iroquois Indian, named J. Bte. Lacoppre of a canoe he had made himself. 8th. That the said gentlemen exad tithes from the Iroquois Indians without the right to do so. 
55-6 
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9th. That one ot the said gentlemen has in the name of the others, deprived an 
Iroquois woman of land she had, and has given her but $15, whilst she was offered $30 
by a white man. 

lOth. That the Iroquois Indians are proprietors of the land, bnt the gentlemen o{ 
St. Sulpice deprive them of their rights. 

11th. That the Iroquois Indians wish to be educated in French and English. 
I have read attentively the petition of the Iroquois chiefs, also the letter of thE! 

Reverend Mr. Baile, the Superior vf the St. Sulpice Seminary, at Montreal, of the 9th 
November last, and after carefully reading the titles of the Seminary of Two Mountains, 
and the Acts of Parliament thereto relating, I have no doubt that, as in the case of the 
Algonquin, the Iroquois chiefs aro altogether in error. 

The Seigniory of Two Mountains is the absolute property of the Seminary of St. 
Sulpice, of Montreal, as shewn by the title or grant of the 27th April, 1718, by that of 
the 1st March, 1735, by the permission granted to the gentlemen of the seminary by the 
Treaty of Paris to sell those seigniories and carry away the proceeds to France, if they 
had chosen so to do, by the 3rd and 4th Victoria, chapter 30, (now chapter 42 of the 
Consolidated Statute of Lower Canada,) and by the Seigniorial .Act of 1859; the Iroquois 
Indians, therefore, havo no right of property in the Seigniory of Two Mountains. They 
may remain where they are at the Mission, in as much as that land has been set apart 
for their use by the gentlemen of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, provided as long as they 
behave peaceably, and respect the rights of the seminary. 

The above settles complaint No. 10. 
Now for the other complaints :-1st. It appears after a proper enquiry, that the 

gentlemen of the St. Sulpice Seminary, as well as all the Roman Catholic gentlemen who 
have had to minister spiritually to the Iroquois Indians of Lake of Two Mountains, have 
always treated the said Indians with kindness, and have provided for their spiritu~ and 
temporal wants in the most ample and liberal manner, giving them a good education, 
teaching them the French language, which is that of the large majority of the population 
of the Province of Quebec, where they reside, and expending every year for their spiritual 
wants a. much larger sum than that derived from the Indians and French Canadians put 
together. That the Indians contribute a small sum annually, for the expense of the 
church, is not denied by the gentlemen of the seminary, but it is considered by the return 
of the revenue and expenditure, that the Indians receive a much larger sum than they 
pay. The above is answer to complaints Nos. 1, 2, 8, and 11. 

2nd. The answers given by the gentlemen of the seminary to complaints Nos. 3, 4, 
lJ, 6, 7, and 9, are quite satisfactory. They are proprietors, and of course have the 
right to settle the conditions at which Indians as well as others may cut wood, and the 
experience of nearly a century and a half is there to she'"" that the Algonquins and 
lroquois Indians that have been under the spiritual and temporal care of the gentlemen 
of the Seminary of St. Sulpice have always been treated with paternal care, and have 
on one side increased in numbers, and on the other become a good and religious 
people. 

The Iroquois chiefs should therefore be informed of the above conclusions, and also 
that by an OrJer in Council of the 9th .August, 1853, 16,000 acres of land, in Dorchester, 
North River, in rear of the Township of Wexford, have been set apart for the Iroquois of 
Caughnawaga and Two Mountains, and that therefore they might settlo there if they 
wished. The Government, in that case, would see what aid could be given them, and 
!Should those lands be too small in extent, some other locality would be found where they 
might settle if they wished. 

They should be informed also that it is the intention, as on pages 40-41, of Repo1t 
of 26th October last, about .Algonquins. 

(Signed,) 

Ott..wa, 9th October, 1868. 

HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, 

Secretary of State. 



(No. 41.) 

Copy of a Report of the Honorabe the Privy C/ouncil, app1·oved by His ExtJdl6ncv tlt-e Governor General in Council on the 24th May, 1869. 
On. a petition from the Iroquois Indians of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, complaining of certain wrong3 which they allege they suffer at the hands of th~ reverend gentlemen of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, the proprietors of that seigniory, and praying relief. 
The Honorable the Secretary of State reports, that having devoted his attention to the question at issue, both upon the occa:sion of the receipt of the present petition, and of a former one from the Algonquin Indians, of the same settlement, he prepared two roports thereon, dated respectiYely 26th October and 9th December, 1868, as exhibiting the result of his inquiries in regard to the position of the two bands alluded to, and to these reports hereunto appended, he requests reference, observing, tl a.t since their preparation no new facts ha.ve been elicited to alter the aspect of the case. The Committee concur in the report of the Secretary of Stato, anJ submit the samG for Your Excellency's sanction. 

Certified. 
(Rigned,) 'v~r. H. LEE, 

Clerk, P.C. 

(Copy.)-(No. 42.) 

Extract from, a Repo1·t of a Committee of the Hon(Yrabte the Bxecutit•e Oouncit on land applications, dated the 9tl~J August, 1853. .Approt•ecl by His Excellency tl.'e Governor General, in Counc·il, on the same day. 

On the letter from the Honorable Commissioner of Crown Lands, dr.ted 8th J uue' 1853, submitting for approvd a schedule shewing the distribution of the area of lands set apart and appropriated under the Statute 14 & 15 Vict., c. 106, for the benefit of the Indian tribes in Lower Canada. 
The Committee humbly advise that the said schedule be approved, and that the landS~ referred to be distributed and appropriated as therein proposed. 

Certified. 
\V. H. LEE, 

Assistant Clerk, E.C. To the Honorable, 
Superintendent General of IndiAn Affairs. 
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(No. 43.) 

Extract from the Schedue. Sltewing the Distribu,tion of tiLe a1·ea of Land set apa1·t and approp1·iated u.nder the Statute, 14- & 15 Vict., c. 106, fo?' the benefit of the Indian Tribes, Lower Canada. 

Towmship or I No. of Description of the N amea. 
Locality. I-A--cr_e_" __ · ·,I· ___ n_o_un--d-ar_i_es_. --- I j 

l
A tract on the West)l I · · bank of the Gatinea.u, (Tnbes hu~tlng on bounded on theN orth 1 j the Terntory be· 

East by the River I TUes de Boule,} t~een. the St. Desert, and on the I Algon uin s , ~iaunce ~nd. Ga.-N orth and North- ~ and ~ipis- tme_a~, prmclpally 
West by the Eagle ll singues . . • . . [ re_s1~ng at the 

l 
Branch, averaging 9 M1sswn of Lake miles in front, by 8 of. Two Moun-
miles in depth ...... j I j Iroquois of l tams. 

{ 
A quarter Township in t Caughnawa-

rear of w ex.ford j I ga & Lake ofJ Caughnawas-a.. ···· Two Moun-
l tains ....... 

Remarks. 
County. 

{ 
Ma.rriwak.i} Ottawa. . . or River 

1 

45,750 
Desert .. 

Leineter .. 

1

Doncaoter .... 16,000 

(Signed,) J osEPH BoucHETTE. 

(Signed,) JOHN ROLPH. 
For the C.C.L., per E. T. FLETCHER. 

Examined and found correct, 

Crown Land Department, 
(Signed,) L. V ANKOUGHNET. 

Quebec, 7th June~ 1853, 
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(Confidential.) 

In the matter of 

TilE SEIGNIORY OF THE LAKE 011' T"\VO :MOUNTAINS. 

and 

THE OKA INDIANS, 

The opinion of Counsel i.s requested upon the following inquiries:-

.First-Doos the title of the Corporation of the Seminary of Mont1eal confer upon 

that body the ab::;olute ownership of tho properLy known as the Seigniory 

of the Lake of Two Mountains ? 

Second-lia:ve the Indians known as the Oka Indians any lawful proprietary claims 

to that property? 

Third- \V hat ri~hts arc conferred upon tho c Indians by virtue of their residence on 

that property, a1 <1 to the po se i n of which rights they may be thcrcLy 

entitled ? 

A Lricf reference to the early history and administration of New Frun~c, callcu 
Canada, i · necc. sary as explanatory of the answers to the above inquiriec, and 
especially in reference to the title of the Seminary of Montreal. 

The discovrry of the River St. Lawrence by Jacques Cartier was promptly 
utilized by French adventurers, both Huguenot and Roman Catholic, for ·trading 
purposes with the natives of the country, and especially for the trade in fur., which 
in time became so profitable as to attract the notice of the French Kings, who, appre
ciating the importance of colonizing the country, found it their interest for that 
purpo ·e to encourage the private enterprises with material assistance, and finally 
sanctioned the formation of a commercial com1)any ea! :od "La Societe du Canada," 
who were to combine the extension and maintenance of their trade with the gradual 
settlement of the country from the trading localiLies where the traffic was carried on. 

The religious dissensions of the ad venturers among themselves, however, 
uecame so violent, and thei1· wilful diaregard of the royal de ign of settlement 
became so manifest, that the king at once arrested all P.rivate trading enterprises, 
and di olved the Company recently established, substituting aftierwards, in its place, 
the ~re'l.t proprietary company of the 100 Associates, in whom was concentrated 
all the available trade of the country, and to whom were granted in full property 
and domain all the lauds of the colony with many ot11·•r privileges, and specially 
w iLh power to sub-gra11 t their landH at their pleasure, hut subject to the king's 
supremacy, anu nnuer the .:pccinl CO!HliLion that the Company would do their utmost 
to colonize New ~rauco and chri;;Lianize its native inhabitants. 



2 

.... \.!though colu11ization an<l ~eltlomonL wore the chief ptu·poso~ nnd designs of 
the royal will in the formation of the Com puny of the A.s~oeinLo~, Lhosu ohjoctl3 wore 
restricted exclusively to native-born French emigrant::~ of the Roman Catholic faith ; 
an<l wore accompanied by a direct and immediate application gi \·en to the generally 
prevalent de:-;ire in Franco at the time fue the propo.gation of Christianity, IJy the 
conversion of the aboriginal inhabitants of the Colony lo the Roman Catholic faith 
of the Kingdom, in fa.vor of which the letter~ patent of the Company declared that 
the Canadian-born descendants of French inhabitants of the French ,Colony, and the 
duit:itianizo<.l savages ~:>honld be hold to be natural-born , ubjoet::> of .France, with every 
privilege belonging to that right, withouL requiring letter~ of naturalization 
thorefor. 

The Company of the Absociato. wa~ a lamentable failure, ami terminated its few 
yem·t~ of precarious and unprofitable existence in utter insolvency, and aftot· a fruit
less effort by the king to continue the proprietory scheme by another comllany 
which was likewise a failure, he wad compelled to resume his grunt, and converting 
Canada into a crown colony brought it under direct royal governance and ad min
istration by royal ofibers, the Colonial GoYornor and intendant; the CompaNy 
leaving no record of its existence except some improvidently largo grants of 
unoccupied lands, a very few scanty oottlcmentt:i and some scattered Indian mi::;sious. 

The king's resumption of the Company'~:~ grant of the country did not alter its 
original nature, because by the public laws of Franco, lands n.cqnit·ed abroad by 
eonquest, discovery Ot' possession wore not united. to the pot'sonal royal domains, bnt 
remained lands lying in grant, at the king's disposal for public uses or to reward 
mentorious m·vices of his subjects; the law allowing hi~ dispo-.:nl of them upon sud1 
terms as he might please, but retaining over them hid supremacy an<l soveroignLy 
vhich he could not transfer away. His grants and ali~nations might be perpetual 

or temporary, free of charge or duty and even in franc alen, free soccage, b:.1t subjeet 
to his sovereign power. His letters patent for such gt·antl'3 "being· lH•Id a.· acts of 
"legislation, the mo::;t e::>sentin.l part of ovoreignty, to bo rospoctod ami follo\vcd as 
"other laws until changed by like competent legi ... lation "-Souvorainte du nui, 1 
vol. p. 82: Thereby enabling the king to continue the fixed policy of sottlcmen1, 
for rai:::dng up "a powerful self supporting colony for Franre," by a t-.ystem of scignori:d 
land grants direct frorr. the king to the gmntees, according to tho fenda.l tenut·c of 
the custom of Paris for suc·h grant:::, with power to oub-grn11t to land teuants and 
cultivators, which was considered to be the mo~t officaeiou:i moue of promoting 
settlement in the now country: The cigniorial grants bdng ho'rYever strictly undet· 
the condition of effecting prompt settlement and culti,~ation. as the special objcetH ot 
the grunt, generally declared in the French technical words '· rl1! tenir ou j.tirc tenir 
feu et lieu sur la dite concession," to keep and cau.·o to Le krpt !.y their tenant::; within 
the year and day, house and homo &c., and. with the following :td I i tion "de deserter r.t 

faire incessarnrnent deserter la dite terre," to clear immediately or cause to be elearcd 
t..he said tract of land, with reservation to the king of n.Ii mines ami mineral:; for 
hi::~ profit, and of all the oak timber, fit for ship-building, on the gl'ant fol' hi!i marine 
sel'vice, and with subjection to the penalty of resumption of the Seigniorial gl'ant on 
breach of the special conditions of settlement. 

It is manifc.·t therefore that to subdue the wil<.lernes. anU to planL a population 
from the parent state, in other words, colonization and settlement wm·e the 
paramount objects of the royal policy, and not the mere conversion of the American 
Savages, or the holding of large tracts of serviceable land as wild. an<l unprofitable 

hunting grounds; yet though the seigniorial grants were i ntendu<l for e~n·ly settlc
mcnL, the moans to be employed :md t~::~ec.l for ~tecompli::;hing the purpose wore 
left a.ltogelhcr to the Seignior~ thoml:)ulvco, who, however, moro OL' le::>~ frut!tratod or 
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evaded the royal design, thereby occasioning reiterated royal complaints and threats 

of re umption of the grant· from the seignior.'' wilful delay in performing their settle_ 

mont duties, all showing the tenacity of the royal inl:!istenoe of settlement to be 

effected upon the Seigni1>1'-', under the threats of enforcing the reunion penalty 

attached to the grant, which in fact wa from time to time actually enforced against 

negligent Seigniors, and specially, under the royal declaration of 17 43, when 

reunion to the tlomains were made of more than tw·cnty Seigniors in one year. 

The Colonial Governor' at firbt, and afterwards jointly with the Colonial Intcnd

cntH, were authorized to make preliminary grants of lands, en seignieurie, which 

were subject to and became effective upon the royal ratification of letters patent, 

required to be applied for within the year of the is ue of the preliminary grant 

The royal intervention being always apart of Prench colonial policy, executive 

and administrative, and particularly in the ea os of land grants, which enabled the 

king to control them, by the terms and conditions expressed in his letters patent. 

of ratification, giving legislative effect to the grant by the mere oxore;isc of his 

royal power, as the sole legislator for the Colonies, and in effect making the ratifica

tion to all intents the actual grant, therein exhibiting the will and pleasure of the 

king, and, as above, expressing the king's command and conditions of grunt; and 

acl:>pting a famiUar English law maxim as to grants, showing that the habendum wai'l 

controlled by the expressed grant and promises of the ratification. 

\Yhilst colonization was in this way promoted by the royal authority, the evan

gelization of the cotmtry was uot dil:!rcgarded, because it was in harmony with 

popular feeling, but only al:! in connection with colonization and settlement; the 

qni.·otic notion never being entertained by the l<"'ronch kings that their powerful 

French colony could only be formed by the convor::;iou of the avugo tribe , wlw 

warmed over almo t bom1 11 •, ract. of ountry; but chri:;tianity accompanied 

colonization, and by the charter of the 100 Associates they were bound to a ist in 

the ::mpport of the clergy who came to the colony, for the twofold purpose of giving 

spiritual aid and consolation to the ettl01·s and educating the youth of the colony, 

anu al o of converting the Indians to christianity. In every settlement three eccle

siastics were to be supported by the Company, and if more wore required for tb.e 

l:lctLlcmcntl:) and mis:::;ior~s, they were to be F.ent out and also supported at the expense 

of the \nnpany, unless cleared land were given to them for their subsit:tcnce. Chief 

among the;;e Tcligious mi::-t:>ionarics were the Jc:uilH, who spread thcmbolve among 

the Inuians near aml rcmolo, and iormcd local missions amongRt them, whil. t the 

other orders not so erratic, and among these the Sulpicians, who were seminary aucl 

cdncaiional prie ·ts, cstablishc<.l branches of their ordet·, collecting Indians togethet· 

at their mi.·::;ion plncet:l, aml there taught clui::;tianity to the , avage denizen~:~ of the 

Canadian forest~, who~c plca.-urc it "\Vas to frequent and haunt the settlements for 

traue or the benefit of i:lpit·i tual indulgences not al wnyl:! vi' a religious nature; but 

m·cr ready to join any war party organized to attack Lhc towns of foreign Indian.· or 

to rniu the not di~tant British provincial settlement~:<. However conscientioutS and 

clcvote<.l to their christian work the missionaries might be, their humanizing efforts 

were admittedly not encouraging, and WCI'e consta.ntly thwarted by the uncea ing 

and irraLiona.l blood-thirsty war' of the Indian tribes and nations with each other, 
which gradually oxtcrminat"d the Canadian Indian,, and loft the finnlrcsult!:i shewn 

in the handful of survivor~ of powerful tribes collected together at Lorotte and the 

Lak of Two Mountain8. 

A few years after the 100 A· ociate · Company had gone into full operation, a 

mi~sioum·y al','o<·iation composed of pious laymen and influential Sulpician priest at 

Pm·ib wa.· formc<.l there, eullcd the " Society for the conversion of the Savages of New 
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France on the Island of Montreal," and commonly known a~" the Montreal Company" 
('' Compagnie de Montreal"), to whom, through two of it::; promoters, Monsieut· de 

.Lauzon, one of the tOO Associates Company, ami grantee from them of the Island 

and Seigniory of Montreal, transferred his grant by authentic act in March, 1640; 

subject to the original settlement and other conditions of the grunt, for the uses and 
purposes of the m.issionary association, which, after ratification by the Associates, 
was in due course conveyed by those promoters to their a~sociation, and finally 

accepted by its members in March, 1650. Me::;siro Ollier the Cure of St. Sulpice at 

Paris, and other St. Sulpician priests there, being the first signatories of the accepted 

conveyance. 

Soon after the transfer of 1640 the Society took measures for occupying their 

grant, and in 1642 a body of emigrants from France, with Messire bllier de Cassan 

and other Sulpicians of Pari::;, took possession and made theit· fil'st location and 

establishment at t~e locality of Montreal, then a wilderness. . • 

To obviate all doubt about the validity of their title and · its transfer to the 

society from Mons. de L~uzon, the arrangements with him were sunplemcntcd by 

direct deeds of grant from the Comp:wy of 100 Associates to the Association made in 

1640 and 1659, by which the entire Island and Seigniory of Montreal were .conveyed 

to the Society absolutely, who afterwards, finding their conversion dutie~ efficiently 

performed by the Sulpician priests at Montreal, by authentic deed of donation of 9th 

March, 1663, convoyed the entire IslanJ and Seigniory to the Semin~i·y of St. Sulpico 

at Paris, who caused the deed to be duly registered jn June following, and the whole 

was fully ratified by the kings' _letters patent in favour of that Seminary, who 
assumed all debts of the Association. 

The Sulpician priests who assisted at the first cntl·y inlo possession of their 
fontrcal grant in 16427 with the additionR to their unmber from time to time from 

the parent seminary at Paris, became permanently settled at Montreal, and for 

facilitating the performance of their duties were formed by the Seminary at Paris 

into a branch seminary called the Seminary of 11ontrcal, with Messire Oilier de 

Casl:lan as their First Superior, to which was committed the care of souls in the riRing 

town and settlement of Montreal, which so continued until the issue of letters patent 

in .M:ay, 1677, solicited and obtained from the King by the Paris Seminary, which 

constituted the Sulpician Ecclesiastics at 1Iontrcal into the legal "Community and 

Seminary of Ecclesiastics of St. Sulpice in the Island of Montreal," who where charged 

by the letters patent expressly with the work thoro of the conversion of the Indians 

and the instruction of His Majesty's subjects (conversion et instruction denos sujets, &c., 

&c.); and, moreover, it was ordered by the letters patent that the Island and 

Seigniory of :Montreal7 donated in 1663 by the Missionary Af-lsociation to the Scmin:U'y 

at Paris, f'hould be expressly consecrated to God and attached in mortmain * 1" 

* * to be possessed an<l hold for the said pious work and u~o uy the said 

Seminary and community, freely and absolutely, and by their stweesson:! in the o1·der 
for ever, en perpetuite. 

Under letters patent, the Seminary of Montreal, whilst continuing their member

ship with the parent Sulpician Order at Paris, became to all intents a locally and 

corporate community, apart from that at Paris, with legal capacity to acquire and 

hold property for its own uses and purposes, and charged, in addition to the original 

cure of Montreal, with that of the outlying settlements at St. Sulpice, Lachine, La 

Longue Pointe, &c., &c., and had their corpornte existence recognized in various 

public Acts by the ecclesiastical and adminiBtrative authorities of the Colony, and ah;o 

by the king, the sole supreme, executive an<llegi~:~lativo power com1)etent to interfere 

with their legal corporate statu~, which was expreBsly continued to be so acknow

ledged by all of them during the J;'1ronch dominion of Canada. 
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The Colonial records exhibit several similar corporate erections of communities 
established in the Colony by letters patent, whose corporate exit::tence still subsists, 
and is fully recognized as the U1·suline Nuns at Quebec in 1637, the Seminary at 
Quebec in April, 16G3, the Hospital Nuns at )fontreal in April, 166D, the Congrega
tional Nuns at Montreal in 1671, &c., &c. 

The Sulpician Order at Pari , not only as member of the Mis ionary Associa 
tion, but also as donees and transferees from that Association of the Island and 
Seigniory of ~1ontreal, committed to their B1'ancb Seminary of Montreal all the local 
work (czuvre) assumed by tho Sulpician ecclesiastics aL Pari~, and doing their best to 
carry out the purpose of the Missionary Association; there being no re::;ident Island 
Indian.,, the Montreal Seminary did effuct conver.:1ions among the sav:v~es who fre
quented the island, and at an early period formed an Indian Mission, located near 
the foot of the mountain of Montreal, where they collected together and took eharge 
of the wandering Indians of any t1·ibe who were willing to be fed and protected 

against the hostile Iroquois, and who submitted to be converted to Christianity. 

'rhe so-called mif:!sion was a mere indiscriminate collection of Indians who came 
to Montreal from abroad for trading purposes or otherwise, or as refugees from the 
Iroquois, who had determined io exterminate the .French settlers as well as their 
Indian aliies, there being1 in f,~ct, no other hostiles against either; yet notwithstand
ing the constantly harra:ssing attacks of tho lruquois, the Mission, called the Fort or 
Mission of the Mountain, slowly increased in numbers by its adventitious additions 
as above stated; but the Indian converts coulu not resist vicious temptations in their 
way, and from their ea~y acce.::; to the town, becamo demoralized by habits of intem
perance to such a degree that. in 1692 the Iroq uois, in broau day, raided Lhe unguarded 
Mi!::lsion and carried off thirty-five of the con-vertl:) as prisoners without meeting any 
resistance there. 

The removal of the Mbsion to a distance from such facilities of intemperanca 
became a moral necessity upon the Seminary of .Montreal, who, in consequence, in 
1701, t1 ansferreu the Mission to Snult au Recollet, on the domain of the Seigniory, 
at the back of the Islancl of .Montreal, where it was left undisturbed by any further 
attacks of the Iroquois, whose power wns so far broken by Govemor Frontenac's 
invasion upon them in that ye~u·, that after the peaoo between the French and the 
Iroquoit:l, which followed soon after, the Iroq uoi~::> were never ag~in formidable either 
to the .French or their convm ts. The Mission was kept at the Sault au Recollet till 
1717, when, in consequence of the continued intemperance of the converts, from 
their still near proximity to the town, and 1ts facilitief:! for intemperance, the 
Seminary at Montreal, unwilling to give up the Mission and to abandon their converts .---
to hopeless barbarism, determined to remove i hem from the Island altogether tu 
some more remote location where those perniciou~::> habits might be checked, anu 
having found a favorable locality for the Mission on a poi.1t of land on the north
west shore of the Lake of Two .Mountains, the Seminary of Montreal at once applied 
for and obtained, in 1717, from the Governor and Intendant, a grant en seigneurie, of 
a tract of then unconceded wilderness land, where the Mission and its converts were 
forthwith established at the sole expense of the Montreal Seminary and under the 
terms of their offered engagement with the Government, the Seigniorial grant being 
m::ule to them like all other such grants, subject to the King's rnti fication, which 
followed in the King's letter::~ of 1718, in favor of the Seminary of Paris, who 
thereby acquired the Seigniory ns granted thereof, to be held by them whether the 
},fission continued there or not, and, like all other Seigniorial grants, it wa · 0harged 
with the u unl feudal service to the Suzerain Grantor and subject to the usual settle
ment dulies under sueh tSoigniul'iul grants by it tcnanlr.; a.nd occupant!:). 

2 
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It must be ob.:;crved that ibo removed :Mis:Sion contained a collection of In<lians 
of \·arious teibes: Algonquins, hoq uois, M:obawks, NipissingR and. others, either 
refugees from hostile Indians or prisoners redeemed by the Seminary a·~ll charitable 
settlers of Montreal, both of whom practised that mode of saving prisoners' live.:~, 

and. to them were added roving Indians wbo entered the Mission for the sake of food 
and shelter, all of them being foreign Indians,-the Uohawks and Iroquoi~ from tho 
now State of New York; the Algonq ui ns from the Allu metle I~! and and the upper 
shores of t~e Ottawa River; tLe Nipissings from the distant lake of that name, &c., 
but none were of the class of J.11ontreal Island Indians, the in tended conv<'rts of the 
.Missionary Association, whose duties were assumed by the Sulpicians as t~ferees 
of that Association. To use a modern analogy: the .Mission in itself wa::; simply a 
poor-house or IIouse of Refuge for Indians generally, wheru they were chl'istianised 
and supported at the expense of the Seminary of Montreal from its own revenues 
-.and where the Indian converts were maintained as long as they chose to continue at 
the Mission. 

The Lake Grant as ratified by the letters patent in favour of the Seminary of 
Paris of 1718, was followed in 1732 by a direct geant to that Semi nary of the so-called 
augmentation which was also duly ratified by letters patent in 17:-35, which uniting 
the two grants into one seigniory of the lake, at the samo time specially modified not 
only the terms of the two preliminary grants by the:Governor and Intendant, but al::;o 
altered the terms of tbo ratification of 171~; none of these modifications, however, 
are material in this contention, and relieving the Seminary from the strict prompt 
performance of the &ettloment duties comlitioue<.l upo11 the Seignorial grantees, and 
upon their tenants and sub-grantees in the seigniol'y, and also discharged the seignior.:; 
from the erection of the stone fort which wa3 no longer required. 

The effect of the letters patent of ratification of the Seigniol'y of the Lake of Two 
l\fountains was to place that Seigniory in the same category of property belonging to 
the Sulpician order as the Seigniory of the Island of Montreal and the Scignio1y of 
St. Sulpice, as held nominally by the head of the Sul1)ieian order as the joint pro
perty of all its associated ecclesiastics, wherever their bt·a.nch establishments might 
be 1-ituated, including, of course, tho constituted Seminary of St. Sulpice of Montreal, 
all in joint proprietorship, according to tht1 law in such cases in France, as held at the 
place where the bead establishment is located, with it· local branches in or out of 
France, the latter acting independently, using their independent right and appro~ 
priating their local re....-cnuss to support the local work (l'u~uvre) to bo done by the 
branch establishments, which have two kindl::l of legal exi~tence, the ono as pal't of 
the order, the other as a separate and independent corporation, having its propot· 
buildings and rights of property, &c., apart; hence the Sulpician ecclesia$tili::; of the 
Seminary of 1.fontreal are called eccle instics of the Ol'der of SL. Sulpice at Pari~, but 
those of Paris were never called ecclesiastics of the Semi nm·y of nfontreal. The 
superior officers of each Seminary are distinct, the Seminaries having distinct dates 
of existence, that at Paris by letters patent in 1645, and that at jfontreal in 1677; 
their existences arc locally separate, although they are united together ecclesiastically 
in the order of St. Sulpice established at Paris. 

The Sulpician properties above mentioned in Canada, though nominally repre
l::lented by the head establishment at Paris, were actually in the ca~e of the Seminary 
of Montreal, dedicated to and specially appropriated for pious uses in mortmain in 
Canada, within the local charge of the Montreal Seminary, who, in fact helJ the 
Soigniories as their direct properties, having the exclu::;ive ndmini>Stration of them. 

' the collection and application of their localrevenue.'3 to local uso:3 without reference 
to the house at Paris and without aid from that Sominai·y, buL owing to the inadequacy 
of the local revenues io meet local expense::; aud the loc.:al wol'k (l'wucre) to which the 



properties and their revenues were specially appointed; the Montreal Seminary was 
for several years befo1·o the conque::;t, noce~sitous roceivc:ws ft·om the French king's 
bounty of an annual contribution from the public funds of France to supplement the 
local means of support. 

A conclusive result drawn from the colonization policy of the French kings, as 
shown in the terms and conditions of their soiguorial grants, was declared by the 
unanimous judgment of the the thirteen judges compo ing the Feudal Tenure Court 
of 1855, with ono disscntieut, in answer to the seventeenth propo ition submitted to 
the consideration of the Court: "that, according to the laws in force in Canada before 
"the conquest of the country, the grantees of land in fief or seigniory by the Crown of 
"France had the full and entire property in them, but they could only alienate or 
"sub-grant them at certain fixed rates of rents." 

Confirming the contention here with reference "to the Mission of the Lake of 
"Two Mountains for the alleged special instruction and spiritual care of the Algonquin 
''and Iroquois Indians," and to the words of grant as expressed in the preliminary 
concessiors of the Lake Seigniory and it~; augmentation in 1717 and 1732, and in the 
royal ratifications of both by the letters patent of 1718 and 1835, the following will 
be found in the Colonial grant of 1717, by the Governor and Intendant of that date, 
"We, in virtue of the power jointly intrusted to us by His Maje ty, haYe given, 
"granted and conceded, and by those prutlents do give, grant and concede unto the 
"said Sieurs Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, established at l\Iontreal, a 
"tract of land, to have and to hold the same forever unto the said Sieurr:~ Eccle'iatics, 
" their successors and assigns, even should the said Mission be taken away from 
"thence, in full property under the title of fief and seigniory, &c." 

In the letters patent of 1718, confirming the foregoing, "ll;t:i ~lujo. ty, wi hing 
"to favor the Ecclesia ·tie of the Seminary of St. Sulpice established at Paris, from 
"whom thoi:>e of the Seminary of St. Sulpice e tablished at Montreal proceed, to whom 
"the conces. ion deed of 1718 was granted, &c., &c., haR givon and granted by thei:ie 
"presents to the Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice at Paris that certain 
"tract, &c., to have and to hold the same forever unto the said Ecclesiastics, their 
" ucce ors and a~signs, even if the said }fission be taken away from thence, in full 
"property under the title of fief :md seigniory, &c., &c." 

In the colonial grant of the augmentation of 1733, uy the Governor and Intendant 
of that date, the words of grant are: "W c, in virtue, &c, &c., have given, granted 
"and conceded, and by the 'e presents do give, grant and concede unto the said 
"Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Snlpice at Paris the above ungranted tract of 
"land, &c., &c., to have nnd to hold the same unto the said Sienrs of St. 
"Sulpice, their succe::lsors ancl a ·sign:; henceforth forev-er, in fief and seignio1·y, 
"&c., &c." 

The letters patent of 1735 confirmed the gennt of 1733: "to the said Ecclesiastics 
"of St. Sulpice at Paris, to have and to hold to the said Ecclesiastics, their ~;uccessorl::! 
"and assigns forever, as a fief and seigniory, &c., &c." 

The preamble of the conceb ion of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains 
in 1717 to the Seminary of Montreal, recites, in sub tance, that the mad drunkenne s 
from which, as Me· ·ire Ollier de Cus:san, in his hi ·tory of .Montreal says, neither Algon-
quin nor Iroquois could refrain in their intercour'e with the 11'rench of the town:" Ils ne 

f . " ,, la penYent qnittct· qu'apro etre ivret~, a n'en, pouvoir plus, et en usage comme ur1eux. 
preventing religious instt·uclion and euuver ion of the I1Hlian:5, wa~ tho real cause of 
the r<:mon 1 of the Seminary of the l\Iontrcal ~fountain Indian Mi:s ion to the Sault 
au Hoeollot, aml fi.·om the Sault to il:::! iiuul locality at the Lake Seigniory, tbo 



8 

rccilal i:::; as follows : -" On the petition presented. to Uti uy Mc.ssicurt:i, the Ecelci'jius
" tie:; of the Seminary of St. Sulpicc, Ct:itublishcd. at .M.ontroul, uy which they ~:;tatc 

c. that it would be advantageous tu the MiRsion of the Indians of the Suult uu Recollct, 
" in the Island of Montreal which it:i under their cure, that it should be immediately 
'' transferred. above the said i8land and e.-tablished on the land::~ which arc situated on 
" the northwest side of the Lake of Two Mountain"', which said Mission woulJ be 
" advantageous, not only for the conYersion of tho Indians, who, being thoro murc 
" di8tnnt from the city, would also be depriveu of the opportunity of gctlmg 
" intoxicated, on condition that the Ecclesia~::~tics shall, as they offer to do, bear the 
" whole expense of removing the Mission, and that they shaH cause the 
" church and fort to be built of stone on the place where the said Mission shall Le 
" transferred, &c." But the recital does not cor;trol or limit the words of the grant, 
because it is a maxim of all law in the ·way of grants, and which is nothing more 
than the conclusion of common sense long formed and approved, and not merely a 
technical rule of verbal construction, " that if the intention of the King be plainly 
" expressed in the granting part of the conce sion, the grant shall enure accordingly." 
The words in the concession grants and royal ratification are too plain to admit of 
doubtful construction and explicity convoy to the grantees the absolute unlimited. 
property of the grant, namely, the Seigniory of the Luke of Two .Mountains, making 
no reference to the Indians as having interest in the grant i tt:iclf, or othcrwi!:lc thnn 
by the removal of the Indian Mission f1·om the Sault au Recollot to the Lake 
Seigniory. 

It is not allowed to interpret what haH no need of interpretation, the old rule 
affirming " quoties ou verbis nulla est arnbiguitas ibi nulla expositio contre verba funda 
est." 

The grauting words here manifestly speak the intention of the parties at the 
time, who must be presumed to know the object and purpose of the grant a8 an 
absolute property to the grantee for ever, whether the JHission should continue there or 
not; plainly expressing a free grant inucpendent of the exit1t01we of tJ10 Mis::;ion 
which could therefore have no derogating rights against. the grantees. The Jnnd 
granted was unconseded 1mblic land at the dir3posal of the king who had power to 
make his gift conditional if he so plea ·cd, and to express tllo contiDuance and quality 
of his grant as well as the persons of the grantees. He gave it in full property fur 
ever with only subsidiary conditivns: first, thnt the oxpenf'c of cstauli:shmg the 
.Mi sion at the intended location on the place where the Mission shall be transferred, shall 
be ut the expense of i.he grantect:i, the Semin:u-y; and second, that the Seigniory ue 
held by the grantrcs, the Seigniors, subject to their performance of the feudal services 
and acknowledgment to the Seignorial suzcrainfl, and. of the ::;ettlement duties required 
to be done on the Seigniory by all such Seigniorial concc;:.;sion~. As matter of fact 
the first conjition was fulfilled by the transfer of the ~iiHsion in :he Lnkc, at the cot:it 
and charge of the Seminary for its maintenance there, as before at ihc l\fountain 
Mission and at that of the Sault au Recol1et, namely, for the instruction and conver
sion of the l1~diant:); and for the last, no record exists indicating any in ten lion or 
attempt by the li.,rench kings, who alone could exercise the right during thcit· 
dominion in Canada, to forfeit the grant for any breach of their feudal and settle 
ment duties by the grantees. 

It is only necessary to add that although the grants of the Lake Seigniory were 
confirmed to the Seminary of Paris, of which the Seminary of Montreal was a 
branch; this was only necessary from the requirements of French law fot· the pu1·poRc 
of preserving the subordination observed in such ecclesiastical bodies, but did not pro
vent the Colonial authoritic~:~ flom regarding the ~crnjum·y of Uontrcal al:! a uody 

1 
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legally constituted, capable of possessing ~uch properties, because the Colonial Govern
ment by itH grant to the 1\fontrenl Seminary acknowledged its corporate exi. tence, 
constituted under the king's letters patent of 167'7

1 
and which was at:knowledged in 

royal and public documents, among others by the order of the king in his Council of State 
at Paris in 1716 and 1722, which charge' the Montreal Seminary with an annual tax 
for the town fortification', in both orJer , the Council referring to the body as "the 
" Seminary of St. Sulpice, e~ tablished at .Montreal, and pos. c. sing building lots in 
" that Ci ly of which, as well as the whole Island, it is direct Seignior, &c." The 
ratified grant!::! of all the Sulpician Seigniories, .Montreal, St. Sulpice and Lake of Two 
:Mountains, wore granted to the IIead E:::~tablishment at Paris, but the constituted 
Seminary of ~fontreal wns the actual Seignior who performed on the spot all the 
pious work for which the grant!:! were made, administered the entire property, made 
all the required outlay for settlements and charitable establishment within their 
local works, and whose local charge and duties were in ecclesiastical connection with 
the Sulpician Order, but independent of the Head Seminary at Paris. 

The conquest found the Sulpician property and estates in Canada dedicated for 
ever to pious work and uses there, namely, the Seigniories of Montreal, St. Sulpice 
and Lake of Two Mountain '1 with their dependencies, in the titular possession of the 
Head Seminary of St. Sulpice at Paris, whilst they were, in fact, in the actual 
posseseion as of right, aad administered on the spot by the constituted community 
and Seminary of St. Sulpice at 1\.fontreal, the entire estate being the joint property 
of the order and of its constituted et-3tabli hments, but subjected locally to the effects 
and conditions of the conquet-3t expre~ ed in the articles of the capitulation of Mon
treal of 1760, and of the Treaty of Peace of 1763. 

The 34th Article of the capitulations, provides that " All the communitic~ and all 
" the pl'ic ·t!::! shall preserve their moveables, the property and revenue of their Seig
" niories and other estates which they possess in the colony, and the said estates 
" shall be preserved in their principles, rights, honors and exemptions." 

The 35th Article provides that '' If any of the priests; missionaries, priests of St. 
"Sulpice, &c., choose to go to France they may do so, and sell their estate either to 
" the French or English, and tako the proceeds with them, &c." 

And the 37th Article provides that "All Seigniors, &c., and all other persons what
" t;Oever Hhall prcset·ve their entire property, &c. &c., and boat liberty to keep or sell 
" them a::; well to the French as to the English, &c. &c." The effect of which provisions 
is explained by Chief Justice Ilay, of the Province of Quebec, in 1766, in his'' plans 
'' for settling the laws in the conquered Province." After remarking that the 
country not being surrendered at discretion, but upon capitulation, 
the Kiug of England was never for a moment the owner of the land 
of the country, but only of such part as wa at 1hc disposal of the King 
of France, namely, the ungl'anted lands, and that it was a well known 
rule of the law of nations adopted and enforced by the law of England, that 
the law::; of a conquered people continue in force till they were expressly changed by 
the will of the conquering nation, he proceeds, applying those maxims to owners of 
property in Canada:-" By the articles of the capitulation of Montreal, upon which 
" the whole country wn.s surrendered to General Amherst in 1760, it was expressly 
"provided, that all sorts of property, moveable and immoveable, that does not belong 
"to the King of Frnncc shall continue to belong to the present proprietors, whether 
"private 11er 'Ons or bodic: politic or religion!::! societies, not excepting tho e of the 
"Jesuit., and this provit:iion i ·confirmed in the 4th Article of the Dafinitive Treaty 
"of Peace of lOth FolJruttl'y, 1763, br which it waH agreed between the two Crown~::~ 
"that tho;-;c pon;ons who <:bu::;o to rcti1·e ami CJ. uit the Province may sell their et5tates 

0 
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"and effcctH to British ::;ubjccts and return Lo olu France or clt:;cwherc, with the 
"money of such sale, whenever they thought propct·, within the space of eighteen 
"months from the ratification of the treaty." This delay extended to the lOLh of 
August, 1'764. As a necessary consequence all Freneh subjects who remained in 
Canada became British subjects, by the mere effect of their continued rcsiucnce in 
Canada, with full capacity aR such sunje0ts to acquire and hold property, moveable 
and immoveable, in Canada, whilst Frenchmen, proprietors in Franee, or the return
ing French subjects became aliens and incapacitated from holding immoveable estate 
and property in Canada, but having power to sell or di:;pose of it within the eighteen 
months after the ratification of the treaty. 

It has already been observed that the Seigniorial estates above mentioned were 
the property of the Sulpician Order for ever, and could not be alienated from Sul
pician ecclesiastics; but the conquest was an interfering necessity and prevented the 
property from longer subsisting for the benefit of the Sulpicians in France, and 
therefore could only avail for the Sulpician ecclesiastics in Canada who had capacity 
as British subjects, and therefore to the only ecclesiastics of the Order in Canada, the 
constituted community and Seminary of St. Sulpicc at Montreal, who, from their 
continued residence in Canada after the conquest, had become British subjects, with 
the required capacity not only to continue their actual possession of the Canada 
prOI)erty of the Order, but to hold it as proprietors in full property. This result is 
explained by M. Petit, a French colonial Judge, in his work on French Colcnial Law, 
pp. 511-513, which he lays down as established by royal orders and arrets, "That 
" the property of the several religious Orders in the Colonies must, in case of any 
1

' separation from the main body of the Orders, be dedicated to the work to be per
" formed, and to belong to the missionaries by whom it i · performed, because the 
"intention of the donor of such property could only have destined it for the support 
" and maintenance of the Mis::>ion and missionaries on the spot, and not to be held by 
"ecclesiastics thousands of miles away from the appointed work." 

Again, being forever the joint property of the Order including a!i iLl:! 

constituted establishments, the lapse by any of tho holders in the joint 
property according to the well-known rule of the com:·.1on law of France 
and of the Province, remits the lapsed pt·operty and right t0 the 
others holding and capable of holding the property ; and hence, the 
Sulpicians in France, having, by the effect of the conquest and cession, 
become aliens and incapacitated to hold the property of the Orde1· in Canada, they 
lost their right to it, which reverted to those who had become British subject::; in 
Canada, with capacity to take and hold real property in the province to wit: the com
munity and Seminary of Sulpician at Montreal, and who, losing nothing of their 
rights in the Sulpician property in Canada, thereby preserved it for the purpo8os of 
iLs original destination. This may be familiarly exemplified by the rule of law 
applied_ as follows: "If one moiety of a community becumc incap~blc of its undivided 
" right in its community property, the other moiety will possess the whole, bccauoc 
" the change in the numbers and quality of the member~:~ makes no change in the 
'· community itself, which exists, as before, in the persons of those who retain the 
" necessary capacity." 

Finally, this power to sell comprehends the power to abandon and transfer 
property by any act of conveyance of it, and, therefore, the deed of cession, executed 
at Paris, on 24th April, 1'764, within the time of limitation of the Treaty, by the 
head officer of the Order there in favor of the community and Seminary of St. 
Sulpice at Mont.real, of the right of the Paris Seminary to any possession of the 
Order in Canada, constituted the Montreal Community and Seminary the proprietors 
of th rights so abandoned to them. The latter Seminary having full capacity and 
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authority rs a constituted body under the Iettet·s patent of 1677 to take and hold 

prop:r~y in like man~er as enjoyed by persons and individual when not expressly 
prolulnted. The cessiOn wa , in fact, a mere partition of property heJd in common 
between the Sulpicians in France and those in Canada, pos cssed in common by 
both i~ Lhe two countries before the Conque t. The conquest made both foreigners 
and alwns to each of the Governments respectively, necessarily separatinrr the bodies 
and, therefore, the joint property wa · necessarily divided also; the Frenc~ Snlpicians: 
by the deed of cession, retaining their proprietary rights in France, and abandoninrr 
effectively their property right in Canada to the Montreal Sulpicians, instead 0~ 
selling, renouncing their rights, thereby making a complete partition between the 
two bodie . ~:rhe deed of cesS'ion was in reality the well-known and usually modern 
quit claim deed in favor of the proprietor in posscsbion, and in no way required 
the royal as ent or authority for its validity, no change of actual possession being 
made. 

Under the foregoing circumsta:-ces the requirements of the conquest were 
carried into full effect, and the Moutrcal Seminary aequired full property and 
pos~:~ession of the Seigniories; their title to them was indisputable, viz, to the entire 
Canadian property of the Order, and was never interfered with by the British Sove
reign or the Colonial authorities; on the contrary, the right of the Montreal Seminary 
was recognized in 1781, by the Governor of the Province receiving that body into 
fealty and homage for their Seigniories, and registering their acts and titles, which 
included the deed of cession above mentioned. Though the reception to fealty did 
not give title, it accepted. und admitted title, and prevented the Sovereign suzerain 
from dispossessing or interfering with the vassal, affording a recorded proof of title 
to the Seignior again. t the king, who by his acceptance of it, fills the Seigniory or 
fief, and invests the Seignior with it. As Blackstone says, "the ceremony is a token 
" of the protection which the uzernin owed to the vassal, this obligation between 
" them is thereby reciprocal, and if the vassal under the old tenure was bound to 
" serve, he had a right to full protection in return." The reception by the king of 
the .Montreal Seminary in fealty was his royal recognition of its right of legitimate 
possession and property after the conquest, to which, if necessary, might be added the 
long possession held in the sight and with the knowledge of the reRpective govern
ments from 1677. The confirming Act of 1841 completes the chain of title held 
by thQ Community and Seminary of Montreal, and contains the royal assurance of 
llcr Maje::>ty in behalf of the Seminary here. 

It was enacted iH a compromise Act between the SeigniOl· and the tenants of the 
Scigniorie::>, to get rid of the Seigniorial rates and duties which pre sed heavily upon 
capital and improvements of real property, eau ing irritating complaints against the 
Seigniord and demands for the abolition of the title of the Seminary to their property, 
anu it:; re-union to the Ro.val Domain , the complainants fot·getting that the re-union 
would not change the Seigniorial tenure of the sub-grants or their feudal burthens, 
the only difference being the change of Seignior from the Seminary to the Crown, 
leaving the tenure as it was, which could only be abolished by its absolute abolition, 
as was effected in 1856; and hence, therefore, the Act of 1841, which was a relief 
Act for the gradual extinction of the •eigniorial right and dues, after reciting the 
1wopricta ·y right in and over the Seigniorie vf Montreal, St. Sulpice and Lake of 
rrwo Mountains, as held and claimed by the Seminary since the capitulation of 1760, 
an<l claiming to hold tho:3c rights still as owners of the said Seigniories, and stating 
that doubts of their title had boon rai cd, and it was contended that the title to their 
:::>cignioric::; wtt in Hel' .Majesty. It wa~ doclarud that t ') re~ove those doubts a~d 
effect an extinction of the Seigniorial rights and dne~:~, ller !faJesty of Her own Will 

d t . · r 11 ·1tiod Her 1)to·u:;tu·c that the right.· and titles of the ecclc;:;iasticH of the an nltJ wn, s1g • • 
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Seminary of Montrcn.l to those Seigniorics should be absolutely confirmed, subject to 
the terms, conditions and limit!ttions contained in the Act, which wore fully and for
mally agreed to by the said ecclesiastics, and for fulfilling llcr .Majesty's pleasure the 
said ecclesiastics and their suecessors were constit.uteu an ecclesiastical corporation, 
as named in the .Act, to whom the right and title to the several Seigno:rics above 
mentioned, with all and every their domain, lands, &c., &c., and their Seigniorial 
rights and dues should be confirmed and declared good, valid and effec
tual in law, with power to the corporation RO constituted to hold and 
possess the same as proprietor thereof, as fully in the same manner 
and to tho Etame extent as the Seminary of St. Sulpice at l'aris o1· the 
Seminary of St. Sulpice at Montrqal, according- to i b~ constitution in 1759, or as 
either or both of the said Seminaries could have done or had a right to do, and there
fore the Seigniories were declared to be vet:'ted in the said corporation as the true and 
lawful owners and proprietors of tho same, to the only use, behoof and benefit of the 
Ecclesiastics of the said corporation, of their succeswrs for ever, subject to the 
terms and conditions in the Act, chief of which were the statutory means and tel'ms 
provided for the gradual extinction of the Seigniorial rights and dues by a commu
tation payable by the tenants. 'rhe Act of 1841 was full and comprehensive in its 
terms and effect, in confirming to the Ecclesiastics of the Montreal Seminary the 
Beigniories and their rights as they wore both before and after the conq ucst, in full 
possession and property, which were corroborated and confirmed in 185D,-by the 
subsequent Acts of commutation arrangements between the Provincial Government 
and the Ecclesiastics for the abolition of tho feudal and Seigniorial dues and charges. 

With reference to the foregoing my answer to the first inquiry is-

That the title of the corporation of the Seminary of Montreal ha~ conferred 
· upon that body a valid and absolute right of property in their several Seigniorics, 

and constituted that body the sole absolute owners of the property known as the 
Seigniory of the Lake of '.rwo M:oun tains. 

As a consequence of the above amrwcr my answer to the second inquiry i~:~-

That the Oka Indians have not and never had any lawful proprictry c:laim in 
the property of the said Lake Seigniory. 

Before answering the third inquiry, which iB as followt:~ :-" \Vbat rights arc 
conferred upon those Indians by virtue of theit rcl:3idoncc Oll that property, and to 
the posl'3ession of which rights they may be thereby entitled?" 

It is proper to observe that tho Oka Indians of the mission of the Lake do not 
appear to have been recognised as tho Iroquois tribe by either the French or British 
Ol' Colonial Governments, nor within the Indian protection Acts for the care of 
Indians by the Colonial Government since the conquest, nor have they held 
grants of land in Lower Canada exclusively for their own benefit. The lands of a. 
tribe belong to the entire tribe by grant or concession of some kind, but though 
grants wore made directly to the Abenaquis, to the Huron Indians of Lorotte, &c., 
and to the Jesuit::; especially for the Sillery Indians, tho Indians of the Sault St. 
Louis trust-specially for the Indians established there, thoro is no trace of such a 
grant in the colonial records, either direct or intermediate, for the Mission Indians 
of the Lake of any of the denominations at the Mission there. It is clear that 
the Oka Indians were not direct participators in the Lake Grant and none 
such has been produced in their favour. As a matter of fact, the hiRtory 
of the Mission shews that, whether at the original Mission at the Moun
tain 01· at that of the Sault au Recollot or finally at the Lake, they were merely 
waif~ and strays collected thoro by the Chribtia.n charity of the ocelc::Jiastiel:l of the 
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Seminary of ~fontreal, and that they never had, or pretended to have, title of any 
kind, either to the Seigniory of ~fontreal, their first and second IocationH, or at the 
Lake Seigniory, where they were last located. 

It appearH, however, that the Oka I eoq uois have held and occupied lots of land at 
the Lake :Mission or Seigniory either by them elve~::~ as individual:; or by families or as 
havillg acquired them by succe sion to deceased Indian relatives. In connection with 
this fact, it will he remembered that in the charter to the 100 .As ociates the king 
declared that all ch_l·istiani.·ed Indians should be as native-born Frenchmen, with all 
their privileges, without letters of naturalization, and by the old law of the country, 
all such had a right to have from Seigniors, upon application, sub-concessions of land 
for cultivation, in the same manner as such concessions were generally made, and 
that the concession might be made by the Colonial authorities if refused by the 
Seignior. The Seigniorial Tenure Court, by its judgment, has declared this to be the 
law, but no such special applications appear to have been made, and probably would 
not have been encouraged ; yet the Mission allotments, though not of the extent of 
the ordinary concessions for cultivation, were plainly for protection and maintenance, 
and constituted property in the holders, either by long recognised posaession or by 
grant, but only to the extent of the lot, and therefore rights of property in the 
resident Indians on their allotments would seem to be p1·otected by the 16th section 
of the Act of 1841, which declares that "nothing in the Act cont~ined shall extend 
''to diminish, destroy or in any manner affect the rights, &c., &c., of any person or 
"person~ excepting such only as the Act may expressly and especially destroy, 
"diminish or affect.'' 

Although Canada was cs1abli~hed a a colony for French Roman Catholics exclu- * 
sivc1y, thnt cxcluRivene~s totally <.li::mppcarcd at the conquest, and Bl'itish Prote:;tant, 
['\·cnch Huo·u~ a.nd prote~t<mtized Roman Catholics enjoyed equal rights, and---'-..-~---~ 
thercfo• e the alleged converted Homan Catholic Mission Indians, specially the Okas, 
who appear to be only a part of the residents at the Mission, aee entitled to all the 
rights of other Protestant . -

Now, among the conditions and considerations for the Confirmation Act of 1841, 
tho vesting of the Seigniories in ecclesiastics of the Seminary was declared to be for 
the following purpose , intent~ and objects only and for none other: among others 
the car·e of Houls in the parish of Montreal, the .ll:j;ssion of the Lake of Two Moun
tains, for tlle instruction and spiritual care of the Al;;onquin and Iroquois Indians, &c., &c. 

This last special mi::;~ion purpo ·e i~::~ quite explicit, and it would be a contradiction 
of it::; Lorm~ to require as n duty and service of the ecclesiastics of the Seminary to 
afford to the Mis, ion any instruction or spiritual care other than Roman Catholic, 
and by no process of conRtruction could the plain intent and lmrpose of this particular 
statutory duty be made to apply to Protestaut in~tl'uction and ~piritua.l care. 

The duty required at the Mission i~ simply instruction and spiritual care and no 
more-and anything beyond the~e claimed by the Indians as of right, such as their 
proprietoty allotments from the ccclesia':ltics of thn Seminary, fall into the category 
of rights under the law of the Province, ·which can only be enforced by resort to 
that law, or be allowed by the ecclesiastic::1 themselves. The Mission purpose is not 
a trnt:~t beyon<.l it' expre sed requirement of duty, and the English trust relied upon 
it> not within the law of the Province. By a mi take, the alleged trusteeship of the 
ecclesiat:lti<:8 for tlle Mi ·sion Indian:, and the Ohtt:l in particular, pel'tinaciout:lly 
allcgcrl in their favour, wa: adopted fi'Om an old controvcr8ial opinion against the 
right::~ of the s~miaary a long timo after the conquo:st, and upwat·d8 of ,;over:.ty yeart:~ 
ago, for tho reunion uf' the s~igniodm; to the rowu, in which the ccclm:;ia. tics wer 

4 
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charged and qualified as Trustees for the Crown, but not u!:l Tl'u~tcesjor the ccnsi~aires, 
tenants or sub-occupants; that alleged trusteeship, howc\TCI', was nevct· scnously 
adoptml by the Government, and ha::; since remained forgotten and buried until 

revived for this contention. It would be waste of time to di ·cu!:ls the substitution of 
our law applied in support of the alleged rights of the Oka Indians, becau.~ e the Lake 
Seigniory was granted to t.hc ccclosia. tics of the Seminary for themsolvo1-:, thcit· 
successors and assigns for ever, without any giving OYer to any other named taker, 
certainly not the Mis. ion Iroquois, in the event of the lapse of the grant after the 
termination of the existence of the Corporation of the Seminary, their sncccssors and 
an!:lign~. There being no one designated to take over the grant after tbe lapse, when 
it should occur, there can be no sub~ titution or fidei commission in law in favor of the 
Okas. 

Under these circumstances, no doubt can exi. t, either as to the entire ab~:~encc of 
all proprietary right or title to the Lake Seigniory by the so called Oka Indians, or 
by any other Indians who may have had connection with the mit)sion there, or [tS to 
the absolute and indefeasible title of the Seminary of Montreal to that property. 
Moreover, such of the Oka Indians who arc Protestants can have no claim to the 
spiritual care and instruction of the Lake !\fission maintained thet·c by the Scmiuary 
for tbose purposes, but for Roman Catholic In<.lians only. 

It is notorious, however, that since the removal of the Mi Hi on to the Lake Seig
niory, the Mission Indians have constantly occupied lands itl the Seigniory cithot· :18 

farms k:>r agricultural purposes or as emplacoments for resi<.len~o, and this is a<.lmitlcd 
by the Seminary in its correspondence with the Government by Messirc Baile, their 
Superintendent, dated respectively 12th October and !hh November, 1868, ill ttn8wee 
to the complaints of the Iroquoi8 of the Lake as to conces:-::ions of land and cutting 
wood in that Seigniory. -Sec pp. 12 and 22 of th~ Return made to the Ilouso 
of Commons, dated 24th Febru:u·y, 1870, of copies of corrcspondorJee between the 
Government and the Iroquois Indians of Two Mountaimo~, &c. &c. l\fesHire Baile .sayd 

''This i8 the manner in which we deal with our Indians in reference to tho cu)ti,Ta. 
"tion of lands. We allow thorn the enjoym~of the land::; on condition that they 
"will cultivate thorn; the enjoyment may pass to their chilcleen on the same <·on
" ditions, and we oven allow them to soli out that enjoyment to nnother Indian who 

"has boon established in the 1IisHion for two years. \Vo only rcset·\·c the wnod: if 
"they want any firewood or timber for building purposes, wo allow them to have what 

"they want only for their own use," and more recently in a pamphlot published by 

the Seminary in 1876 in connection with their litigation with the Indians and calleu 
"Historical Doeument," in which they declared the pending controver~y to be "i11 
"no way nttllernent a religiou8 que::.tion after stating the rcmoyal of the Mi!-:l::;ion 
"with their Indians to the Lake Seigniory in 1717, and the settlement of the lndiall,' 
"about their church and residences built for them on lots of land which the Indian::: 
"were allowed to occupy with their :fhmilies and de cendant , it is ~tated, that as all 
"the world knows, to secure to the Indians the benefit of agriculture, the Gentlemen 
"ofthe Seminary permitted each lwad of a family to occupy and cultivate n, field 
"containing a certain number of acres ofland, as much as was nece. ary for his want:-;; 
"and that the permission to oceupy and cultivate the lots of ground conceded was 
"given on condition that the Indians should hold the lands themselves and their 
"descendants." 

These acknowledged alienations were doubtless inten<.led so fur to accompli!:lh 
and execute the express conditions of all grants of Seigniories, including the grant.· 

of the Lake Seigniory, namely to compel Seigniors to sub-gr:tnt o1· concede their 
granted lands for settlement atJd cuHivation. 
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At the dates of the LakegrantH in 1717 and 1732, the custom of Paris, with its 
Seigniorial and cen. ual laws, wa. the common law of the Colony, especially for such 
temu e as above, together with ~:;uch special royal cnactments thcecfor, which the 
king applied to govel'n all Seigniol'ie.', and among tho.~e enactment. was the Royal 
Arret of 171l 8pecially enacted foL· the colony, which enforced upon all SoigniorA the 
conctition of actual settlement by sub grants and concession of their la.mlH for culti 
vation by re ident occupantt~: and hence the refLl al uy a Seignior to concede to 
applicants was held io be a wilful contravention of the royal enactment. 

By the laws in force in Canada, Seigniors had the full and entire demesne of 
their lands, but could alienate them only in the manner adverted to by sub-grant and 
concessions, first generally enforced by the Arret of 1711, which compelled them to 
concede, and to that extent restricted and limited their full demesne right and limited 
tho excrci e of the rights of Seigniors in the disposal of theie lands, and being an 
admitted law of public policy any contract by the Seignior in contravention of such 
laws was not binding. Alienations therefore made in conformity to the law by 
concessions, gave to the tenants the useful demesne of his sub-grant which he had a 
right to occupy and enjoy as proprietor, and the same privilege and right followed 
to a more occupant of land from the equivalent tenancy under the Seigniors per
missive occupation, such as the permissive occupations and tenancies of land 
mentioned by .Messirc Baile to Indians for themselves, their children and descendants 
to ~:;uccoeding generations, without specific limitation oftimc for resumption by the 
Lake Soig11ior::; of the land so permitted to be occupied, which was in law an 
alienation en perpUuiU, from the expressed purpo c of the parties, that the ono should 
divc"t himsclfofthcproperty or posse::;sion and the other come into it, not fora merely 
determinate time however oxpres ·e I, a::; for a lea::~o or a bail a rente for a ~pecified 
number of years, but for an undeterminate period prolonged fur generation and only _____________ .,. 
terminable at the plea ure of the holUers, which in construction of law would amount 
to a perpetual grant as cffccti\·ely as if the most proper and pertinent words had been 
ma~o of for the purpo ... e, and, therefore, any suppo ·ed precariour-<ness of the con
tract would necessarily disappear in the legal construction of perpetuity and conse
quent property given by its terms. The case of the Indian widow woman "petit 
cris," who complained again t the Seminary for having been turned out of possession 
of her farm, is expressively explanatory of the Indian Lake tenancies. She was the 
Indian widow of an Indian, Thomas Petit Oris, and was left by her husband with four 
children in possession of a farmland containing forty acres in superficies. Thinking to 
ucttcr utilize the farm fvr the Uellelit of herself and family, ::ihC leased it to a Canadian, 
who wa~ to cultivate it for her on ::;hare::; for the moiety of the crop. Upon this the 
l\fit~sionary at the Lake Mi -::;ion, an eccles:astic of the Seminary, took posses ion of 
the property without her consent, and had it cultivated by others. The farm appears 
to have Loon in he1' posse'Hion and occupancy under the pcrmi:s::;ivc right mentioned 
by Mossire Baile, and wa:::; cleal'ly beyond the intel'furenco of the Mis ionary, and 
tinalJy, after the complaint made, .Messire Baile, who refers to the complaint at p. 24 
of the return, apparently dcsil'ing to cover up the mistaken interference, says: "Her 
land is at her disposal whenever she wishes to retake it." The case, as already observed, 
is for explanation only of the Indian right of tenancy. 

It must be granted that it is only as tenants and occupants of lanu in the Lake 
Seigniory that the Indian settlers or resident. there can have any proprietary 
intc1·c t in the land , in fact acltut lly conceded to them by their permissions of occupa
tion, although no consnnJ contract had intervened. The Scignorial Court of 1856 
adJ'tulica.tin•r under the abolition of Seigniorial Tenure Act of 1854, and its amendments ' n 
of 1855 finally coLt led a variety of conflictilw Soigniorial cont1·overr'io , but interposed 
very uwon~idcrably in th practical workiug of the common law as between Seignior 
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and censitaire or sub-tenant, and in Lbat re'lpcct left the common law us 
it wn~, uninterrupted or permJsstve Seigniorial occupanti:l without ccmmnl 
contrucL or concession ; because under the custom of Paris aml other French 
customs not nllodial, the gcnernl tenure rule, nu1lc terre sans Seignior, no land 
wiLhonL its Seignior, pt·evailed n.nd charged the occupying tenant with the same ccn8 
a.nd rcntes for his land as was 1mid by neighbouring tenants holding by contract ot· 
concession, and, therefore, the Seignior where censual cu tom~ prevailed, even without 
a censnal contract or acknowledgment in his favor, might claim his due8 upon a. 
house or property lying within the territory subject to bit~ censive. Dumoulin giveH 
the reason "la loi est un titre expres pour le Seignior," the law is express title for the 
Seignior. The rule in this respect l1as been adopted by the Act of 1854, for the 
abolition of the Seigniorial Tennre, and its amending Act of 1855, and in the 8th 
Section of the Act, Chap. 41 of the Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canada, "An Act 
"for the general abolition of feudal rights and dues," it is provided that, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the value for each property in the Seigniory, " each lot is to 
"be referred to, that iti to say. each parcel of land 01·iginally concede<.l Ot' actually 
"owned in the Seigniory at the time of making the ::!Chodule, whether the land id 
"held for agricultural purposes or as a mere emplacement or building lot," and for 
the purposes of the Act it provide::~ "that any per on occupying or posse~ ing 
"any land in any Seigniory with the permission of the Scigniol' ·ha.ll be held to be 
"the proprietor thereof as censitait·e." 

The commutation of tenure in the Soigniories bo~onging to the SeminaJ·y,incluuing 
the Lake Seigniory, was effected by the Act of 1859, incorporatcJ into the Chap. 41 
of the Consolidated Statutes above, under which a large 'lnm of money was paid by 
the G-overnment for the commutation of the ce11sive tenancie and other accrued 
rights, for the relief of the cem;itaire and the satisfaction of the Seigniol', leaving to 
the latter arrears of certain due ... , the full property in the unconceded !anus in their 
beveral Seignoiries, and all landed property held by them within the ::;ame, to Le 
disposed of at the discretion of the Seigniors; but which could not affect tho holding 
of the Indians which became allodial in their favor a::~ proprietors thereof, and as 
they are declared to be by the 8th Section of Chap. 41 of C. S. L. C. 

A!:l between the Indian tenantt~ and Lho Seignior::! of the L:tko properLy, the 
Seminary, the :-:~uppo::~ed di...,qualification of the Indian~ to have a.n<l to hold po~sc8sion 
of Seigniorial land has boon rcpl~Lliate<.l by the Seigniors thcmbC'lres in theit· grants 
made to 1he Indian grantees for themselve1:1, their families an<.l descendant:::, without 
qualification or limitation of time or descent, nn<.l no objection in that respect 
can invalidate the Indian proprietory rights, uceorded and admitted by the 
Seigniors, the granetes of them, either as proprietory posscs;;or.' under the common 
law, or as qualifie<.l statutory proprietors under the Abolition Ad. If the ltH.lian 
tenancies have been omitted from the Cadastres \\ ith the knowledge of the Seigniort:l, 
the loss is their::;, because, although the tenancies have become allodial by law, the 
commutation gave the commuting Seigniors no other proprietory right than what 
they had in 185D, when the law effe<"~ed the general commutation as to tenure 
of all Seigniorial lands conceded and oecupied or nvt. 

The above appeart:l to be the legal as well a~ the equitable conclu::;ion to be drawn 
from the premises, and would meet in the latter view the sugge tion of Mcssire Baile 
in his letter of the 2nd June, 1869, to the Secretary of State, that if the Government 
concluded to remove the discontented Indians from the Lake Seigniory, the Seminary 
woul<.l not hesitate a moment in allowing Rnch indemnity a~ natural equity and 
posihive law would entitl1) them to for work and improvement:-: performed. 
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In annver to the third intenogatory-

The Oka Indians have no rights from mere residence on the Seigniory of the 

Lake of Two ~fountains, except the proprietary right~:~ of continued occupancy of 

lands held by them under grant::; or j1ermi 'sion to occupy given by the Seigniors to 

the grantees of the land' for themselve,, their children and descendants, and their 

right to ell their occupancy as above referred to. Such of the Oka Indians as are 

Prote. tant. can have no claim to further cormcciion with, or spiritual care and 
int~truction from, the Mission or itB miBsionaries. 

MoNTREAL, 7th May, 1878. 
vV. BADGLEY. 
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To His Excellency the Right Honorable the Earl of Dufferin, K.P., K.C.B., &c., &c., 

Governor General of the Dominion of Canada, in Council. 

The memo'l'ial of the undersigned Iroquozs and A lgonquin I1ldzans residing in the 

Village of Oka. in the Seigniory of the Lake of 7wo Mountains, and others, 

citizens of the City of Montreal and elsewhere, in the Province of Quebec 

RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTS: 

That for a number of years past, difficulties of a very painful and dangerous nature have existed 

at the said Village of Oka, between the Indians there located, and the Seminary of St. Sulpi~-:e of 

Montreal, as to the respective rights of the said Indians ·and Seminary, in the enjoyment of certain 

lands and forests in said Seigniory. 

That a large majority of said Indians having withdrawn from the Church of Rome, a building was 

erected to serve them as a Chapel and School-house, for the purpose of religious vwrship and education. 

That this building was destroyed by the said Seminary, on the 7th of December r87 5, under 

circumstances which will be hereinafter mentioned, and since that time the said Indians have been 

deprived of a suitable building for religious worship, or for the education of their children. 

That on or about the 15th of June r877, the Roman Catholic Church and parsonage which had 

existed at Oka for a great many years, were destroyed by fire and accusations of incendiarism have 

since been made, respecting different and opposing classes and parties. 

That the said fire occurred while the whole village was in a state of great excitement, over the 

arrest and conveyance to jail under circumstances of excessive aggravation and cruelty of eight of 

these Protestant Indians, and the news that nearly forty others were to be arrested, ::md driven from 

their homes for acts which were done in the exercise of a legal right in the opinion ofthe said Indians 

and of the undersigned as will hereinafter be shewn. 

That these arrests were made by the employees of the Seminary, aided by a body of the 

Provincial Police who had been brought to Oka with arms and ammunition as for a bloody conflict ; 

seeing which a large number of the Indians took up arms, and prepared violently to resist the execu

tion of these warrants whi·ch they believed to have issued in abuse of the process of law. That 

there consequently existed for a number of days, two camps of armed men who might at any moment 

have come to collision. · 

That the facts above disclosed, in the opinion of your memorialists, make it the duty of your 

Excellency's Government on whom devolves the care of these Indians, to adopt immediate and 

effective measures to settle finally, and in conformity with law and justice these troubles which from 

their religious aspect threaten to spread among Her Majesty's subjects all over the Dominion, the 

mo~tt dangerous elements of discord and even bloodshed. 

That in order to enable your Excellency's Government fu1ly to understand the facts bearing upon 

these disputes, your Memorialists beg to state the respective contentions of the Seminary and the 

Indians. 

The Ecclesiastics of the Seminary, contend that they are absolute proprietors of the Seigniory of 

the Lake of Two Mountains, and in a document signed by their legal representatives and produced 

on the 24th of August 1876, in a suit now pending in the Superior Court, Montreal, under the num

ber 13ro, they base the.ir rights upon the following averments:-

;,Que par brevet de concession octroye a Quebec, le q Octobre, q q, par Philippe de Rigaud, 

Marquis de Vaudreuil, alors Gouverneur de la Nouvelle France et Michel Begon, Intendant de Justice 

Police et Finances, en la dite N ouvelle France, en vertu du pouvoir a eux conjointement donne--~--------~-· 

sa Majeste le Roi de France, les dits Gouverneur et Intendant ont donne et conced_e aux dits Eccle-

siastiques un terrain formant partie de la dite Seigneurie des Deux Montagnes pour y transporter la 

Mission des Sauvages qui existait alors au Sault-au-Recollet et qui etait desserv.ie par les dits Ecclesias-

tique.s, pour par ces derniers en jouir a perpetuite, quand meme la dite Mission en serait otee, en pleine 

propriete a titre de Fief et Seigneurie, avec droit de haute, moyenne et basse justice, droit de chasse, 
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et de peche, tant au dedans qu'au devant de la dite Mission, sur le Lac et Fleuve St.Laurent, a con
dition qu'ils feraient a leur depens toute la depense necessaire pour le changement de la la dite 
Mission et d'y faire batir aussi a leurs depens, une Eglise, un fort de pierre pour la surete des Sauva
ges, suivant les plans qui en seraient incessamment remis par les dits Ecclesiastiques aux dits Gouver
neur et Intendant, pour etre par eux vus et approuves, les dits batiments devant etre finis dans l'espace 
de deux ans. 

"Que le dit brevet de concession a ete duement enregistre au Bureau du Registrateur Provincial 
a Quebec, dans le Registre de l'Jntendance." 

"Que par un autre brevet de concession, en date du 26 Septembre, 1733, le Marquis de 
Beauharnois, alors Gouverneur de la N ouvelle France et J ules Hocquart, Intendant de Justice, Police 
et Finances du meme pays ont concede aux dits Ecclesiastiques, au meme titre que ci-dtssus le restant 
de la dite Seigneurie, lequel brevet de concession a ete egalement enregiste au dit Bureau du Re 
gistrateur Provincial au Registre de l'Intendant. 

" Que les dites concessions ont ete duement ratifiees par sa Majeste le Roi de France, par ordon
nances portant respectivement les dates du 27 Avril I7 18, et du 1er Mars 1735· 

" Que pour la premiere de ces ordonnances, il fut accorde sept annees au lieu de deux aux 
dits Ecclesiastiques pour faire les constructions susmentionnees." 

" Que par la seconde des ditcs ordonnances, le Roi de France exempta les dits Ecclesiastiques 
de faire construire un fort de pierre, comme etant devenu inutile et declara que lcs travaux executes 
a cette epoque par les dits Ecc~esiastiques dans la dite Seigneurie du Lac des Deux Montagnes etaient 
suffisan ts." 

" Que par un ordonnance du Conseil Special du ci-devant Bas-Canada, passe dans la troisieme 
annee du Regne de Sa Majeste, la Reine Victoria, Chap. 30 et intitulee "Ordonnance pour incorporer 
les Ecclesiastiques du Seminaire de St. Sulpice de Montreal, pour confirmer leurs titres au Fief et 
Seigneuries du Lac des Deux Montagnes et du Fief et Seigneurie de St. Sulpice, en cette Province 
pour pourvoir a I' extinction graduelle des redevances et droits seigneuriaux et pour autres fins," les dits 
Ecclesiastiques ont ete duement incorpores sous le nom de " Les Ecclesiastiques du Seminaire de St. 
Sutpice de Montreal," et que leurs droits et titres a la dite Seigneurie du Lac des Deux Monta
gnes et a tous et chacun du Domaine, es-terres, reserves, batiments, messuage, tenements et heritages, 
situes dans la dite Seigneurie ont ete confirmes et declares bons, valables et efficaces en loi, aussi 
pleinement, de la meme maniere et avec la meme etendue que les Ecclesiastiques du Seminaire de 
St. Sulpice du Faubourg St. Germain de Paris ou du Seminaire de St Sulpice de Montreal, conforme
ment a sa constitution, avant le 18 Septembre I7 59, un des deux Seminaires ou chacun d'eux pouvaient 
ou auraient pu le faire ou avaient droit de le faire, ou pouvaient ou auraient pu jouir, faire et disposer 
des dits droits et titres ou d'aucune partie d'iceux avant la dite derniere epoque." 

" Que par la dite ordonnance, il fut de plus ordonne que la communaute des Ecclesiastiques du 
Seminaire St. Sulpice de Montreal et leurs successeurs seraient et furent de fait, par icelle ordon
nance, investis de la dite Seigneurie du Lac des Deux Montagnes et de tous et chacun les domaines, 
terres, batiments, messuages, tenements et heritages quelconques, pour les dits Sieurs Ecclesiastiques 
du Seminaire de St. Sulpice de Montreal et leurs successeurs, les avoir, posseder, faire et en jouir 
comme les vrais et legitimes proprietaires et possesseurs d'iceux et toutes et chaque part et portion 
d'iceux pour l'unique usage et avantage des Ecclesiastiques du dit Seminaire et leurs successeurs a 
perpetuite aux termes, clauses et conditions en icelle ordonnance." 

" Que depuis la dite ordonnance, auparavant et encore les dits Ecclesiastiques ont toujours joui 
et possede comme proprietaires des Fief et Seigneurie du Lac des Deux Montagnes." 

"Que depuis plus de cent ans les dits Defendeurs ont toujours joui, comme proprietaires du dit 
Fief et Seigneurie du Lac des Deux Montagnes et qu'ils en ont toujours ete reconnus comme les vrais 
et legitimes proprietaires et qu'a l'epoque de l'empechement dont il sera parle ci-apres de la part des 
dits Demandeurs, es-noms et qualites (to wit: Louis Kanensakenhiate, Joseph Onasakenrat and Jean 
Osennakenrat three chiefs of the Iroquois Tribe of Indians, members of the Evangelical Methodist 
Mission and Trustees for the said Mission of the Village of Oka)-ils possedaient le dit Fief et Sei
gneurie du Lac des Deux Montagnes comme proprietaires Animo Domi'no depuis audela de cent ans 
et partant depuis audela de trente ans." 

" Que par la loi qui pourvoit a !'abolition de la tenure Seigneuriale, dans la dite Seigneurie du 
Lac des Deux Montagnes, les terres non concedees dans la dite Seigneurie sont devenues la propriett~ 
absolue des dits Defendeurs en franc alleu roturi'er." 

"Qu'au nombre des terrains non concedes par les dits Ecclesiastiques dans la Seigneurie du 
Lac des deux Montagnes et leur appartenant comme susdit exclusivement et absolument se trouve 
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un emplacement de trente six pieds de front sur quarante cinq pieds de profondeur, plus ou moms 
situe au village 1roquois, en la Mission du Lac des Deux Montagnes, dans la dite Seigneurie, tenant 
devant a la rue qui conduit a l'ancienne residence du Capitaine Ducharme, derriere a une autre rue, 
du cote Ouest a une maison d'Ecole et du cote Est a une maison a double logement dont l'un est 
occupe par Jean Toussaint Tigaxka ou representant." 

''Que depuis le commencement d'AoO.t r872 ou vers cette epoque, les nommes Louis K::mensa
kenhiate, alias Senathyon, J oseph Onasakenrat alias LeCygne et Jean Osennakenaarat alias Tigessa, 
se sont illegalement et sans aucun droit quelconque empare du dit emplacement et y ont construit ou 
fait constiuire la chapelle mentionnee en la declaration en cette cause, Jaquelle serait au culte protes
tant auquel quelques uns des Sauvages de la dite Mission se sont allies, ayant abjure le catholicisme.' ' 

"Que les dits Ecclesiastiques n'etaient aucunement tenus par leurs titres a la la dite Seigneurie 
du Lac des Deux Montagnes, ni par la loi, de pourvoir aux dissidents de l'Eglise Catholique Ro
maine, dans la dite Mission du Lac des Deux Montagnes, un local pour !'exercise du culte d'une 
Religion dissidente quelconque et nommement celle des Methodistes. 

" Que la seule Mission du Lac des Deux Montagnes, reconnue par la loi et mentionnee dans les 
titres des dits Ecclesiastiques est une Mission Catholique Romaine, laquelle a toujours ete et est 
encore desservie par les dits Ecclesiastiques qui y ont une Eglise et des ecoles pour les besoins de 
toute la population, lesquels sont entretenues aux frais et depens des dits Ecclesiastiques. 

" Que voyant les empietements des dits Louis Kanensakenhiate, J oseph Onasakenrat et J can 
Osennakenrat, les dits Ecclesiastiques auraient le ou vers le 22 Mai r875, intente une action en reven
dication du dit emplacement sus designe endernier lieu contre eux,(to wit against Louis Kanensakcnhiate 
and others) laquelle action a ete rapportee devant la Cour Superieure pour le Bas-Canada, dans le 

Village de Ste. Scholastique, dans le District de Terrebonne, le 21 Juin 1875· 

"Que par jugement rendu en la dite cause, par la dite Cour Superieure, le r6 Octobre r87 5, les 
dits Louis Kanensakenhiate, J oseph Onasakenrat et Jean Osennakenrat ont ete condamnes a deguer
pir le dit terrain et emplacement susdesigne en dernier lieu et a en laisser la possession aux dits 
Ecclesiastiques sous quinze jours de la signification qui leur serait faite du dit jugement, si mieux 
n'aimaient les dits Louis Kanensakenhiate, J oseph Onasakenrat et Jean Osennakenrat payer aux dits 
Ecclesiastiques la somme de $5oo, le tout avec depens. 

" Que le dit jugement a ete duement signifie aux dits Louis Kanensakenhiate, J oseph Onasakenrat 

et Jean Osennakenrat." 

" Que les dits Louis Kanensakenhiate,J oseph Onasakenrat et Jean Osennakenrat ne s'etant pas 
conformes au dit jugement, un bref de possession aurait ete emane de la dite Cour Superieure, le six 
Decembre r87 5, enjoignant au Sherif du dit District de Terrebonne d'expulser les dits Louis Kanen
sakenhiate, J oseph Onasakenrat et Jean Osennakenrat sans aucun delai et suivant le cours de la loi 
des premisses ci-dessus decrites en dernier lieu et de placer les meubles et effets qui pourraient se 
trouver en icelles sur le carreau et de mettre les dits Ecclesiastiques en possessions d'icelles premises." 

"Que le 7 Decembre r87 5, le dit Sherif aurait execute le dit Bref de possession, l'un des Defen
deurs nommes au dit Bref de possession lui ayant remis la clef de la batisse ou chapelle qui se 
trouvait sur le dit terrain ou emplacement, il l'aumit videe, aurait mis tous les meubles et effets qu'elle 
contenait sur le can·eau et aurait mis les dits Ecclesiastiques en possession du ·dit terrain et emplace
ment dont ils ont joui depuis, paisiblement et sans trouble. 

" Que les dits Ecclesiastiques ont ainsi ete remis en possession d'une propriete dont ils avaient 
ete illegalement et injustement depouilles, sous l'autorite de la Justice et qu'ils n'ont commis aucune 
voie de fait." 

" Que les dits Louis Kanensakenhiate, J oseph Onasakenrat et Jean Osennakenrat n'ayant pas 
reclame la batisse qui etait sur le terrain en question ni les materiaux d'icelle, les dits Eccl<:~siastiques 

etaient en droit de faire demolir la dite batisse et d'en faire transporter les materiaux dans un lieu ou 
ils ne leur seraient pas nuisibles." 

'·Que l'action des demandeurs (to wit: Louis Kanensakenhiate and others) est pour toutes les 
raisons susdites mal fondee et vexatoire." 

" Que cette action n'a ete inspiree que dans un but de persecution contre les dits Ecclesiastiques 
et pour exciter contre eux la jalousie et la haine des tribus indiennes qui composent la dite Mission 

du Lac des Deux Montagnes." 

The document just recited z'1l exte11so then asks for the dismissal of the action brought against 
them by the three Chiefs above mentioned. 
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The Plaintiffs declaration sets forth in part the Indians' pretentious as follows : 

" That the said Ecclesiastics are the grantees from the crown of the Seigniory of the Lake of 

Two Mountains, which was granted to them for the benefit of the Indian Mission formerly located 

at Sault-au-Recollet, in the Island of Montreal, and that one and the principal condition of that 

grant, both in the original concession of the qth of October I7 I7, confirmed on the 27th April I7 I 8, 

by the King of France, and in the confirmation of the same by the Crown of Great Britain and 

Ireland, was the maintenance of the mission of the Lake of Two Mountains for the moral and religious 

instruction of the Algonquin and Iroquois Indians, as appears by the charter of incorporation of the 

said Ecclesiastics, contained in the Consolidated :::,tatutes of Lower Canada, chapter forty-two." 

"That the said Plaintiffs (to wit: the three Indian Chiefs already mentioned) are part and mem

bers of the said Indian tribes of the Lake of Two Mountains, and as such are entitled with their eo-mem

bers of the said tribes, whom they represent for the purposes hereinafter set forth, to all the benefits 

secured to them both under the grants and charter above mentioned, and under the public law of the 

Empire." 

"That freedom of worship being a primary and imprescriptible right of all Her Majesty's 

subjects in every part of the Dominion of Canada, the said Ecclesiastics are bound by the conditions of 

the said grant and charter, to provide the Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains and amongst them the 

said Chiefs and their co-religionists, with the means of moral and religious instruction in accordance 

with their views of what is moral and religious instruction, whatever be the particular form ofChristian 

worship the said Indians choose to adopt or follow, and that the principal means of provid

ing such moral and religious instruction are, the maintenance of public schools and places of worship 

in accord with the denominational tenets of the said Indians; and that the said grants amply 

supply the said Ecclesiastics with the means of providing for the moral and religious requirements of 

the said Indians. 

"That in the course of time the said three Ch1efs (Plaintiffs) and a considerable number of the 

said Indians, sought moral and religious instruction at the hands of the Methodist Church of Canada, 

formerly the W esleyan Methodist Church of Canada, a religious organization fully recognized by the 

State, and became members of the said Church. 

"That a~ members of the Methodist Church, the said three Chiefs and their co-religionists are 

entitled to claim from the said Ecclesiastics, the maintenance of Schools and of a place of worship. 

" That the said three Chiefs as Trustees for their said co-religionists, and for the said Mission, on 

the 16th of August 1872, by Deed of sale from Dame Catherine Kanakweiasta, executed at St. 

Andrews, before De Laronde, Notary, and duly registered in the Registry Office of the County 

of Two Mountains, acquired a lot of land situated in the Iroqnois portion of the village of 

Oka, in the said Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, containing 84 feet French measure in width, 

by 6o feet in depth, bounded on the west by the Street leading to the old residence of the Captain of 

the Indian Department, on the south by another Street, on the north by the house of the said Jean 

Osennakenrat, and did, subsequent to said purchase as aforesaid, in their said qualities, at their own 

expense, and that of their co-religionists and of other friends of said Mission from monies entrusted to 

them for said purpose, build a School-hou!le and chapel, wherein to obtain for themselves and their 

families and children, moral and religious instruction, and to worship God according to the dictates 

of their conscience, although they had a right to have called upon the said Ecdesiastics to have fur

nished them therewith, in accordance with the terms imposed upon the said Ecdesiastics and the 

obligations assumed by them under the said grants. 

"That while the said three Chiefs and co-religionists were in the peace of God and of Her 

Majesty, and in the full and legal possession of the said school and place of worship, the building 

where they were wont to receive moral and religious instruction, was illegally and maliciously demolished 

and destroyed by the said Ecclesiastics, and the materials thereof illegally removed and appropriated 

by them, through their representatives and agents, on the 7th day of December 1875, and that ever 

since the said three Chiefs and their co-religionists have been deprived of the most effectual means of 

moral and religious instruction, and of worshipping God according to the dictates of their conscience. 

" That the building so destroyed cost $3ooo and could not be rebuilt for less. 

"That the said Ecclesiastics are bound not only to rebuild the said chapel and school-house at 

their own expense, but have caused damages to the extent of $2o,ooo which the said Chiefs es-qua

lite have suffered from being deprived of a School-house and place of worship ever since the said 

destruction, and by the illegal acts of the said Ecclesiastics and their servants and employees in that 

behalf. 



·wherefore, the said Chiefs, es-qualite pray that the said Ecclesiastics be condemned to rebuild the 

said School-house and chapel so as aforesaid destroyed by them, and in the event of their not doing 

so within a delay to be fixed by this Court, that the said Chiefs, es qualite be allowed to do so at the 

expense of said Ecclesiastics, and that the latter be further condemned to pay to the said Plaintiffs 

es-qualite the said sum of $zo,ooo with interest and costs." 

In this declaration Plaintiffs purposely omitted to mention the judgment relied upon by the Semi

nary for justifying the demDlition of the chapel and school-house, awaiting the assertion of it by the 

Seminary, to show its illegality and nullity. 

The Chiefs conteni Ist, That the judgment in question was obtained ex parte and by fraud, the 

Seminary's counsel not having notified their counsel to plrad,as had been agreed upon, and not having 

notified him of their proceeding. .znd, That even if the judgment were good, it could not be executed 

before being served upon the Chiefs,hy giving each of them an authentic copy thereof. 3rd, That the 

judgment relied upon was altogether silent as to the chapel, and did not authorize its demolition or 

order its removal. Proceedings were adopted by the Chiefs before the Superior Court sitting at Ste. 

Scholastique, to have the judgment declared null as having been obtained by fraud, and the Seminary 

having demurred to the proceeding. the demurrer was dismissed, implying thereby that if the facts 

alleged against the judgment are proved, the judgment must be set aside. 

In the action of the Chiefs, before the Court sitting at Montreal, the judgment could not be 

attacked, but the service of an authentic copy upon the Chiefs was denied, and the falsity of the 

bailiff's service affirmed. 

These several suits were pending at Ste. Scholastique and Montreal, when the Seminary 

resorted to a new method of harassing the Indians at Oka, and depriving them of their possessions by 

acts of violence. The Indians ever since their establishment at Oka, had been in possession of an 

enclosed common field of pasture, where their own horses and cattle had been accustomed to graze, 

and where the cattle of the Seminary and of adjoining farmers were received on payment of pasturage 

fees to the Indians. The Seminary recently removed a portion of the fence surrounding this common, 

thereby annexing a portion of the common to an adjoining farm occupied by the Seminary. The 

Indians looked upon thi~ as the beginning of a system of spoliation, which ~ould gradually deprive 

them of an incontestable and centenary right, and they removed the fence to the old line. This 

constitutes the first act of trespass for which 46 of them were put under warrants of arre~t. Certain 

portions of this fence required renewal, and it was repaired with adjacent poles as had been the 

recognized practice and custo.m for more than a hundred years. This constitutes the second act of 

trespass for which nearly half of the whole male population was to be sent to jail to await a trial which 

might be delayed indefinitely. This is what gave rise to the last turmoil, created by the actual and 

threatened arrests, and by the ap-r:·earance at Oka of a posse of armed Provincial Police. During the 

rising of the whole population, the Catholic parsonage and church were comumed by fire. Nothing 

so far shows the hand of an incendiary; but whether accidental or not, it appears to be satisfactorily 

made out, that no attempt was made on the part of any one to stay the progress of the fire. 

That your Memorialists feel justified in asserting, from the facts above stated :-

I. That so far the only fact or document which supports the position assumed by the Seminary 

is in the ex parte judgment obtained at St. Scholastique without any trial of the merits, and which the 

Indians allege was obtained by fraud, and that there is a fair prospect of having it so declared. 

2. That the titles under ,which the Seminary claim an absolute ownership of the Seigniory of 

Two Mountains, so far from establishing their claim, actually destroy it. And on this head the Me

morialists represent: 

That the Seminary invoke as their title the concession deeds of 17th October I 7 r 7 and 26th 

September I 7 33· The first of these Deeds expresses in the following terms the motive and object of 

the concession, to wit. 

"Sur la Requeste a nous presentee par Messieurs Jes Ecclesiastiques du Seminaire ce St. Sulpice 

etablis a Montreal, par laquelle ils nous exposent qu'il seroit de l'avantage de la Mission des Sauvages 

du Sault au Recall et, dans l' Ile de Montreal, dont ils sont charges fust incessamment transfere au

dessus de l'Isle, et establie sur les terres du caste du Nord Ouest du Lac des Deux Montagnes; 

laquelle Mission seroit avantageuse non seulement pour la conversion des Sauvages, lesquels se 

trouvans plus eloignes de la ville seroient aussi hors des occasions de tomber dans l'hyvresse, mais aussi 

a la colonie, qui, par ce moyen se trouveroit a couvert des incursions des Iroquois en temps de 

guerre ; N ous suppliant de leur accorder pour la dite Mission, un terrain de trois lieues et demye de 

front a commencer au ruisseau qui tom be dans la grande Baye du Lac des Deux M ontagnes et en 

remontant le long du dit Lac et du Fleuve St. Laurent, sur trois lieues de profondeur, a titre de Fief, 
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&c., &c., aux offres qu'ils font de faire toute la depense du changement de cette Mission &c., &c, d 

quoi ayant egard, nous &c. donnons et concedons &c." 

As regards the second Deed, the same preamble does not exist, but the Plea of the Ecclesiastics 

above cited supplies the deficiency by stating that it took place au mflne titre que ci-dessus, meaning· 

evidently for the same object. 

Your Memorialists do not now undertake to define what a Mission meant at the dates of these con

cessions; but the facts made patent by these deeds are: At the time the first deed was prayed for 

the Seminary was burdened with the Indian Mission then located at Sault-au-Recollet on their Seigniory, 

of the Island of Montreal. The Concession was not asked nor granted for the benefit of the Seminary , 

but for that of the Indians exclusively, ::~s long as they would rerr:ain there. The deed contains a kind 

of entail in favor of the Seminary, in case the Indian tribes should either migrate therefrom or become 

extinct from any cause. According to the laws of the Province of Quebec, at the date of the 

Concession deeds, as well as at the present time, the Indians were constituted and are still grez;es de 

substitutzon, with all the rights attached to that quality. The Seminary, as appeles d la substitution, 

have no right whatever, except that of supervision to prevent waste. 

If a parallel be sought, the Seminary holds the same position as the Dominion Government 

towards the Caughnawaga Indians and other tribes, and are bound to deal with their wards as the 

Government are dealing with theirs, that is, to turn the whole income and productions of the Seigniory 

to the benefit of the Indians, including the mines or quarries if any exist, the produce of the forest 

without waste, the income derived from pasture, the constituted rents of all conceded lands, represent

ing the Seigniorial cens et rentes, and the indemnity paid by the Government for the abolition of the 

lods et ventes. 

3rd. The reasons given by the Seminary to obtain the grant <~:re both moral and strategical. 

§ I. The Indians would be removed from a focus of temptation to drunkenness. § 2. The colony 

would be protected against Iroquois invasions, the Indians of the Mission being thereby burdened 

with the first brunt of incursions. For the last object the Seminary had assumed the obligation of 

building stone fortifications, which never were erected, and by the confirmation of their second title in 

173.), they were relieved from that expensive duty, because the circumstances had so much changed 

that it had become unnecessary. At the date of the first concession however, in I7 18, the Indians of 

Two Mountains were relied upon as the vanguard in the protectiOn of the colony, and they placed 

their lives and the safety of their families at stake as the price of the concession, the Seminary paying 

the cost of removal and the building of a church and fortifications for their prospective benefits from · 

the grant. 

The Seminary as well as the Jesuits, Recollets and other Religious Orders, having establishments 

in La Nouvelle France, had come here with the professed purpose of evangelizing the aboriginal tribes 

and not for commercial or industrial purposes. All the grants made to the several religious orders, 

were expressly made for the object of evangelization, and to enable them to foster christian civilization, 

as regards tlze Indians, and not for the benefit of the emigrants from France. 

The first grant from the King of France, of April 27th q18, to the Seminary is expressly made 

"to transfer there the Mission of the said Indians from Sault-an-Recollet" ; while the second grant 

of March 1st I7 35, was asked for by the Seminary and granted by the King, on account of the cost of 

removal, and because " the Indians of the Mission of the Lake of Two Mountains being accustomed 

" to often change their place of residence, and so as to render the said grant more serviceable, it 

"would therefore be necessary to extend the said grant further than the three leagues, &c." 

The Seminary cannot derogate from the spirit and letter of these grants without showing a 

mutual and reciprocal deviation between themselves and the Crown, whether of France or of Great 

Britain. In fact they do invoke such a deviation. They contend that by the ordinance of the Special 

Council and by the Act abolishing the Seignorial Tenure, they have been acknowledged as absolute 

proprietors of the soil, with alt" the rights derived from absolute ownership. 

Your Memorialists respectfully contend, Ist. that the ordinance of the Special Council merely 

confirmed the grant of the King of France, with the same obligations. 2nd, That the Act abolishing 

the Seignorial Tenure put the Seigniory of Two Mountains under the common law, as it did the 

Seigniory of Sault St. Louis, (Cauglmawaga) the abolition being for the Indians respectively, who 

should receive the constituted rent in lieu of the cens et rentes, and the indemnity for the abolition of 

lods et ventes, or the interest of the capital set apart for such indemnity. As regards the ordinance 

in question, (3 and 4 Vict. cap. 30, now .cap. 42 of the Con. Statutes L. C). it does not derogate in 

any way from the original grant, but provides that the Seminary of Montreal, shall hold and possess 

the land in the same manner, and to the same extent as the Seminary of Paris before the conquest, 
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and places among the charges of the Seminary, the .Mission of the I .ake of Two Mountains for the 

instruction and spiritual care of the Algonquin and Iroquois Indians. The rights of the Indians are 

also preserved by the 16th Section, which provides that nothing in the ordinance shall extend to 

destroy, diminish, or in any manner affect, the rights and privileges of the Crown, or of any person or 

persons, except only such as the said ordinance expressly and specially destroy, diminish or affect. 

Even ifit did deviate from the original grant, it would be subject to the 1213th article of the Civil 

Code which says, that: ''Acts of recognitions do not make proof of the primordial title, unless the 

substance of the latter is specially set forth in the recognition. \Vhatever the recognition contains 

over and above the primordial title, or different from it, does not make proof against it." 

That it was never intended to give the Seminary a title to this Seigniory, free from their obligation 

to keep up the Mission (which implies the residence of the Indians on the Seigniory, and what is 

known in this Province as the right of use and habitation), may be seen from the fact that the 

Ordinance (2 Vict. Chap. so), which sought to make the Seminary absolute owners, and omitted the 

clauses in favor of the Indians, never received the Royal assent, or was confirmed by the Imperial 

Parliament and never became law 

And if the Seminary invoke the long ill-usage which the Indians have submitted to, they are met 

by Act 2,2o8 of the Civil Code, which says: "No one can prescribe against his title, in this sense 

that no one can change the nature of his own possession, except by introversion." 

The Seminary having at all times invoked the grants of qq, and I733, (confirmed in J7I8 and 

I 7 35) they are bound by their terms, notwithstmding any relaxation therefrom imposed upon a tribe 

of Indians, rendered helpless through ignorance and poverty. 

Their ignorance in the art of reading and writing, or in agriculture, or other industrial pursuits, 

cannot be made a pretext for depriving them of their rights. 

Your Memorialists will not charge the Seminary with the rrime of having kept them purposely 

in their corn parative state of ignorance.. They only point to the unsatisfactory condition of things at 

Oka, as a contrast to what exists elsewhere wherever an Indian tribe is located, in order to show that 

the evil is local, from whatever cause, and that immediate and effective measures should be resorted 

to, to remedy such a state of things. 

With reference to the claims of the Oka Indians to a place of worship, and schools for the education 

of their families, irrespective of the creed or religious tenets they may adhere to, your Memorialists 

represent that the Seminary having assumed the functions of the Crown, as regards these Indians, 

they are bound to deal with them · as the Crown is doing with other tribes, in different parts of the 

Dominion. The Government of Her Majesty would not assuredly measure their care and solicitude 

for the welfare of the Indians, by the religious bias of the latter ; and the Seminary have no right 

to mete out life and death to the Oka Indians, according to their submissiveness to a creed they can-

not conscientiously adopt. 

That it has been hitherto impossible to obtain ·a decision from our Courts, upon such of the 

foregoing questions as might be therein discussed, inasmuch as the Seminary have only brought a 

single suit before the Courts in which the questions could be taken up, and ha~ing obtained an ex

parte judgment by means above pointed out, they are strenuously resisting all efforts to obtain a judicial 

decision upon the merits, and refuse to bring any action which might serve as a test case ; but instead 

thereof continually harass and annoy the Indians by vexatious criminal proceedings and arrests, al

though they have never yet obtained a verdict against an Indian on any of these charges. 

Your Memorialists finally represent that to leave the poor Oka Indians, deprived of all the means 

secured to them by the grants above mentioned, to fight out the revendication of their rights against 

a wealthy Corporation as the Seminary, would be a cruel and inhuman view of the duties of the Go

vernment and would enlist in support of the Indians most dangerous elements of sympathy. 

Wherefore your Memorialists humbly and urgently pray that your Exellency's Government do 

adopt such measures as will reinstate the Oka Indians in the management of their affairs un-der a Go

vernment officer to prevent waste, as in other Indian settlements, at least pending the legal proceed

ings now before the Courts and that the Indians' cases before the Courts be .taken up at the expense of 

the Crown, under such counsel as may be approved of by the Indians themselves, now engaged in these 

suits. 
And your Memorialists, as in duty bound will ever pray. 
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