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Page 1.-" Canada was first a French Colony and remained 
so till 17 59, for a period of nearly 450 years. During this time, 
when the danger•JUS errors, called Gallican, predominated in 
}'nmce, the country imbibed, necessarily, all these error~. This 
is proved by numerous facts which would be too long to enu-

merate. 
''These facts are inscribed on every page of our history, poli-

tical and religious, and again, we may say, on every page of our 

Civil Code. 
''Our laws have up to this day maintained a strong impression 

of Ga1li~anism and also our theological teaching. So, for ex
au~ple, Canadian jurists have believed and still believe, from 
early teaching, that civil authority can establish or remove ob
star.les to marriage. Canadian j m·ists believed, and still believe, 
with a large number of their followers, that the public authority 
can aud ought to interfere, in the administration of ecclesiastical 
property, can tax it, fix and determine the limit within which 
corporations and religious bodies can acquire and pos!:!ess pro
perty; can abolish tithes in whole or in part. Canadian jurists 
believed, and still believe, that Church wardens and vestry men 
derive their power, and are subject to civil authority, and that 
parishe<s erected canonically are as non-existing, so long as the 
civil authority have not sanctioned their existence. Canadian 
jurists have believed, and still believe, that the Courts can condemn 
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a priest, who refuses the sacrnment to a person unworthy, as guilty 
of defttmation or as exercising an unjust pressure; to force him 
to give eccle.si~stical burial to him whom the Church deprives of 
this honor, and even to declare, after assuming the right to ex
amine his words and his speeches, in a j ndicial enq niry. if in the 
pulpit of truth he has confined himself to his sacred ministry." 

l'age 2.-" A man who died within the last forty years, and 
considered one of the lights of the Seminary of Quebec, wh,>se 
:r;resident he was for many years, and who taught theology and 
philosovhy, and held as an oracle even among the bishop~, 1Ir. 
Vicar-General Demers, did not hr>sitate to affirm to his pupils, 
amongi't other Gallican propositions, that the Pope was not in
fallible, and that Councils were above the Pope." 

According to the writer's views, our whole legal and ecclesias
tical system was, previous to the English rule in Ca11ada, and 
still is, in its essential and fundamental parts, infested with here
tical principles. Every provision of the law, which, for f011r 
hundred years, had been admitted and acknowledged as the un
doubted law of Catholic France as regards the respective position 
of Chun;h and State, of lay men and ecclesiastics, and the rights 
of the civil community to appeal to the Courts of Law in the 
interpretation of the Canon law, in reference to property, chm\,h 
temporalities, the liberty of the individual and the abuse of_ 
clerical authority, in matters purely temporal; all this was snd 
denly pronounced to be contrary to the rules of the church, and 
the twenty generations of French Catholics, who asserted, de
fended and never doubted their truth, are declared to have lived 
and died excommunicated, out of the pale of the church and 
beyond hope of salvation. 

The same sentence was pronounced against the venerable I\fr. 
Demers, and all the Canadian Bishops, who admitted his 
doctrine, that the Pope was not infallible and that the Councils 
were above the Pope. Our Civil Code must be recast and found
ed upon this new theory, 'vhich must necessarily embody these 
new regulations. 

The plain meaning of this is that the clerical authority is and 
must be ~mpreme; that any interference by the Courts, and every 
princi.vle incoroprated in ou lraws, maintaining such interference 
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in ecclesiastical or quasi ecclesiastical property, is heretical and 
must disa-ppear, notwithstanding such may have been the law of 
France for over four centuries, and the law of Canada for over 
two hundred years. The taxing of ecclesiastical property, the 
limitation of the possession of real estate by ecclesiastical corpora
tions, principle8 accepted by all civilized Catholic communities, 
is held as monstrous, also the consent of the State for t~1e terri
torial division of the country, and any judge attempting to 
enforce such laws is de facto excommunicated, as such principles 
arc Gallican or liberal heresies. 

H.-CANADA AFTER THE CONQUEST. 

Pnge 4.-" After the cession of Canada to Great Britain the 
situation did not improve, alth0ugh the free exercise of the 
Catholic r8ligion \Vas guaranteed by the treaty." 

Pnge 5.-" The clerical authority, too much disposed, by the 
profession of these Gallican ermrs, to yield to the civil authority, 
had not the opportunity, amidst its increasing difficulties, to dis
pel these errors. 

"The Canadians opposed an invinciule resistance to the pre
tensions of England \Vhen they became intolerable.'' 

The writer after stating that by provideutial events the Pro 
vi nee of Lower Canada remained exclusively Catholic and French 
says that their superior numbers entitle them to act indepen
dently, as they are not obliged to take in account the Protestant 
element, as in the other Provinces or in the United States, where 
this element, predominates; and, therefore, it is absurd to pretend 
that Catholics should fear the Protestants. 

Page 6.-" We have here truly perfect liborty to profess the 
Catholic religion in the Province of Quebec, and we can organizP. 
ourselves in as absolute a manner, in every respect, 

AS IN THE MIDDLE AGES. 

"The Protestants, notwithstanding what has been said or at
tempted lately to arouse them, offer no obstacle. Those who 
oppoRe this are liberals of our race, liberals whose leaders are 
op3nly impious, and who, for the most part, disguise and conceal 
themselves, and who even dare proclaim themselves sincere 
Catholics to alleviate the fears which they provoke and to attain 
more surely their work of destruction." 
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nr:-REYOLUTIONARY IDEAS IN CANADA AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES. 

Page 7.-" The Legislative Union of Lower a11d Upver Canarla 
was consun,mated in 1840, and the Catholics of Lower Canada 
obtained again the guarantee that their religious rights would 
be protected and maintained. We were obliged notwithstanding 
to stn1ggle seriously against Protestantism in the public admin
istration and in the enaeting of laws. The struggle was the 
most serious, because our unbelievers and libPrals made common 
cause with the Protestants; without this, notwithstandi11g the 
legislative union, we could have controlled the Protestauts." 

IV.-PROGRESS OF }{EVOLUTIONARY IDI!:AS.-MODE OF ACTION OF 

OUR IMPIOUS LIBERALS. 

Page 8.-" All those who are at the head of the Liberal 
pnrty in the Province of Quebec \York with a persistent energy 
for the destruction of Catholicism. 

"They want the separation of Church and State, and even 
assert the supremacy of the State; they sow everywhere dis
trust of the clergy, whom they represent as greedy for wealth and 
power; they maintain that law, when expressed by the will 
of the majority, is just and binding, even when in direct contra
diction with ecclesiastical law; they deny to the Church and to 
the Pope the right to interfere in political questions; they claim 
the liberty of conscience, liberty of the press, and the libPrty of 
doing everything in political matters; they work with all their 
might, whilst apparently acting in concert with the bishops, 
when appointed members of the Board of Education by persons 
disposed to secularise education; and they have already obtained 
grand success in that direction. 

4
' To strengthen themselves and to obtain rPcruits, our impious 

Liberals succeeded in 1~58 in being the great majority of the 
members of a celebrated literary institution formed severn1 
years previous, under the name of the L' Institut Oanaclien. 
When masters of this association they crowded its library with 
pernicious books. 

"Mgr. Bourget, who so well deserved at the bands of the 
Church duriug his long episcopate, and who has now retired in 
the calm of meditRtion ~md prayer, acted with just severity 
towards the members of the Institut. They complained to the 
Holy Office, protesting their orthodoxy and their entire sub
mission to the Church. The Holy Office was almost taken in 
by their lying protestations aPd was preparing a rrrwnitttY/1 to 
the Bishop, when the venerable prelate, warned in time, trans-
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mitted documents of their own records, which could leave no 
room to doubt their guilt. 

Page 2. -"Our impious Liberals, which were also called 
Rouges, and 'vho latterly assumed the name of Reformers, to 
remove the odium which they had brought on themselves, have 
repeatedly endeavored to secure the Government. Their object 
is to secure the triumph of ideas, and to substantiate those ideas 
in fact and legislation. They were kept at bay by the Con
servatives. The latter are generally well disposed, but they are 
nevertheless still tainted with Gallicanism and false notions by 
reason of their defeetive education." 

No clearer exposition of the result which this Ultramontane 
party seeks to obtain, and of their doetrine as to constitutional 
liberty, could be found anywhere. The obedience to the law, 
if eontrary to their notions, is an heresy which eourts and judges 
are bound to disregard; the rights of the clergy to interfere 
without check or eontrol in all political matters, the liberty of 
the press, the liberty of eonseience, the control and direetion of 
education by laymen, were so many damnable heresies, which 
they were in a fair way of extirpating, if they had not been 

timely anested by Archbishop Taschereau. 
Here we find the novel information that the Institut Canadien 

had almost obtained the right of existence with the sanction of 
the Roman authorities, when Bishop Bourget transmitted to 
them documents compiled by himself without notice to the 
Institut, which reversed the decision which had already 

censured his aetion. 
V.-NEW CONSTITUTION-CONFEDERATION OF THE PROVINCES 

WITH A VIEW OF FAVORING THE CATHOLICS OF LOWER 

CANADA. 

Page 11.-'' In our Parliamentary debates and struggles, 
Lower Canada would always have paralyzed the efforts of Pro
testant fanaticism and Upper Canada Orangeism, if all our 
French-Canadian representatives had been united to defend our 
true interests. But our Liberals, the Rouges, numerous enough 
in Parliament, have constantly sided with our bitterest enemies, 
as we have already stated. Matters had arrived at such a point 
that there was no possibility for Upper and Lower Cauada to 

· work together under a Legislative Union. It was then resolved 
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to remedy the situation by forming a Confederation of all the 
British Provinces." 

Page 12.-'' Our Catholic Conservatives insisted particularly 
on the formation of Provincial Parliaments, with the object of 
securing to the Province of Quebec, where the Catholics were 
far more numerous than the Protestants, the right to govern 
themselves by truly Catholic laws. If it had not been for this 
object, there would have been no Provincial Legislatures, as all 
the Bl'itish Provinces, except Quebec, being Protestant in 
majority, one Parliament would have been sufficient for all." 

Page 12.-" Our Rouges, who well understood that this new 
system would overthrow their plans of impiety, made a most 
determined opposition to its success, whilst most of the Protes
tants, moved by a national feeling of equity, fa vored it. 

"The Province of Quebec, which our Rouges were anxious 
to govern by non-Catholic, even unchristian, laws, would now 
have a local parliament, composed almost exclusively of Catho
lics, and thereby was saYed from their baneful influence. There 
was really room for despair." 

According to this Ultra Monte Conservative writer, had it not 
been for the so-called French Canadian Rouges, Lower Canada, 
before and without Confederatwu,could have controlled everything 
-and his ideas would have prevailed. It is difficult to under
stand how this party was thwarted, and more difficult still to 
perceive where the efforts of Protestant fanaticism manifested 
themselves, except when it came to an open dechration, claim
ing complete submission to this thorough revolution in our laws 
and constitution. Is it not on the contrary, owing to the close 
alliance and support of Protestants and Orangeism, that this so
called ultramontane party has achieved the great triumphs which 
the writer admits they have secured for the past thirty years, 
and is it not owing to this close alliance that judges of our courts 
have been appointed who professed publicly the doctrine that 
the laws of the land could not and would not be applied when
ever they were found to be tainted with Gallicanism or contrary 
to the new doctrines, thereby transferring the absolute legisla
tive authority of repealing laws to the clerical power alone. 
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VI.-DECEPTION PRACTISED BY THE LIBERALS TO OBTAIN POWER' 

"The Liberals did not abandon their aim, but formed i.be plan 
to arrive at their object with the assistance of the Protestants, 
and then to sway the Provincial Parliament at Quebec, to pre
dominate in the Provincial Parliament was a supreme interest 
for them, as Catholicism which they seeked to destroy had its 
stronghold in Quebec." 

l)age 13.-" They repudiated the name of tt•ouge and assumed 
that of Liberals. and subsequently called themselves reformers." 

rage 15.-" The clergy, notwithstanding all the calumnies ac
cumulated against it to destroy its authority so disastrous to the 
liberals, exercised a paramount influence on the people. Seeing 
then that the Liberals were manreuvring to secure power in 
Quebec to destroy, when this was once secured, the authority of 
the Church and Catholicism in its stronghold, the clergy then 
came to the determination of enlightening the faithful, and put 
them on their guard, against those who claimed their suffrages 
in the name of these ideas. 

"To annihilate the efforts of this terrible enemy, the Liberals 
worked with incredible energy and perseverance to bring Arch
bish<'P '1 aschereau to separate from his suffragans the other 
bishops. They succeeded, through certain Liberal priests of the 
Arch1Jishopric and Seminary ot Quebec, who were their friends, 
and who represented to the Archbishop that a series of evils 
would fall on him if be did not yield to them. 

''Besides, the weakness of Mgr. Taschereau was know:n. He 
was anxious to save his popularity and be agreeable to his family, 
filled with Liberal ideas. The Liberals succeeded, under one 
pret<:nce or another, for example, on the ground of peace, on the 
ground of the respect due to the sacerdotal character, which, ac· 
cordiug to them, forbids the priest to talk politics, to paralyse 
the iutluence and the action of the clergy, to gag the priest in the 
pulpit, and thus to obtain free scope. .:Mgr. Taschereau served 
them aJmirably by his circul~us." 

VII. -OUR CATHOLIC LIBERALS-WHAT THEY SAY AND WHAT 

THEY DO, NOT TO BE CONSIDERED AS CONDE~INED BY THE 

HOLY SEF.. 

Page 17.-" \Ve have just seen who are our impious Liberals, 
whom the clergy have strongly fought on account of the perver
sity of their aims and the pest of their doctrines." 

Page 18.-" As to the Catholic liberals, they are all those \Vho 
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by reaiion of various interests, support or fnvor the first, in any 
manner whatsoever, more particularly by that tame-spiritedness 
which prompts to retuain silent .ILS was so often repeated ·oy 
Pins IX., of illustrious a.od holy memory, and they are very 
numerous amongst us. 

"As our Liberals of all shades are true Liberals, Lib· 
erals formed on the mode of those found in France and Belgium, 
it is nat1n·al that we should pronounce that voting for them to 
send them to Parliament, to take part in the administratiOn of 
public affairs is of itself a serious fault, inasmuch as Pius fX. 
has declared that they cause more harm to society than to com
munists J '' 

Page 19.-" To blind us to their real jntentions our Catholic 
Liberals have recourse to a thousand artifices. They attempt, 
for example, to assume that they are us the ;Liberals of England, 
of the United States, or of Ontario, where the Protestants rule 
and demand equal liberty for all in religious matters, and also 
ask that all should eq nally participate in lllaterial progreRs. 
Such Liberals are not those whom the Church condemns : they 
merely claim a liberty which is denied to the good, when gr;tnt
ed to the wicl,ed. Whilst impossible at the momeut to secure 
the absolute control of Catholic authority, which is paramount 
to all other rights, they labor to obtain for Catholicism at least 
the same advantages which are allowed to false religions. 

"There is an abyss between these men and onr Liberals. The 
latter not only acknowledge that we mus1 indulge in the practi
cal toleration required by circumstances, but when they assert that 
Protestants have equal rights with Catholics they still go further. 
As the exercise of liberty appears to them legitimate, they are 
prepared to sacrifice the rights of the Church, and even its prin
ciples to free thought. 

"The Catholic Liberals further say that they are unj nstly 
judged as to their political alliance with Ontario representatives. 
They add that the Cnuservative:s are on a par with the Conserva
tives. It is false ! " 

Page 20.-" What we exact is that our representatives should 
ally themselves with those of Ontario, who are most favorable 
to all our true interests and, particularly, to our religious inter
ests ; and this is what the Conservatives have provea thernsel ves 
to be. The Liberals have proved themselves to be quite the op
posite. 

"If the Catholic clergy watches over politics so closely, it is 
because it sees in them principles of a superior order to protect 
or suppress." 
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Page 21.-" We hear the doctrine of liberty of conscience and 
of the absolute authority of the state proclaimed. They go so 
far as to maintain that if, in a political election, an elector is 
swayed by a sermon to vote one way rather than the other, his 
Yote is no longer free, and that this constitutes undue influence. 
On this ground all God's commandments and those of the 
Church must be effaced. 

"It is by virtue of such a principle that \Ve have seen three 
political elections, Gaspe, Charlevoix and Berthier, annulled." 

Page 22.-" This doctrine has been applied by three judges, 
two of whom were Catholics. These judges held that they were 
bound to decide according to the laws of the land, and, as such, 
acknowledge no other law. lVlgr. TascheTeau, in whose diocese 
the.se hortt·m·s wett·e enunciated, allowed them to pass unheeded 
when he could have prevented all this.'' 

Page 24.-" In conclusion let us say that truly Liberalism 
produces in Canada the dreadful results indicated by Pins IX.; 
it tears up the bonds of Catholic unity by authorizing the 
faithful to sit in judgment on their pastors, and to accept of their 
teachiugs only what suits them ... and this phenomenon has re
vealed itself particularly since :Mgr. Taschereau was appointed 
Archbishop of Quebec. 

"In one word the free judgment of Protestantism has pene
trated among us by the door which the so-called political Lib-
eralism has opened to it." 

To carry out effectively this system the Supreme Court must 
be abolished, or at least the Appeal to this Court from any de
cision in the Province of Quebec, also the appeal to the l)rivy 
Council, and this has been repeatedly announced and officially 
reported by the Government of the Province of Quebec. (See 

report of Judge Loranger.) 
Finding that it was impossible to ubt:1in their object with the 

Legislative Union of Canada, by the reason of opposition offer
ed on the part of the French Canadian Liberals, the writer in
forms the public that the scheme of confederation was devised 
with Provincial Parliament, for the sole "object of securing to 
the Province of Quebec, where the Catholics were more numer
ous than Protestants, the right to govern themselves by truly 

Catholic laws." 
What are truly Catholic laws the author has fully explained 
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and he expresses his gratitude to the Protestants who assisted 
this party in obtaining this great success which saved the Pro
vince from the baneful influence of the Liberals, and destroyed 
them forever, if an unfortunate division in the clergy had not 
brought them life. 

The writer gives an hist.orical account of the authorisation 
obtained by the Seminary of Quebec to establish the Laval Uni
versity, pp. 26, 27 and 28, which he asserts to have been 
secured by fraud, the idea of establishing a Catholic university 
having originated with Bishop Bourget, who was anxious "to 
dissipate the darkness of ignorance which covered the Province 
and to save the youth from the abyss of corruption wherein they 
rushed with furor." 

Page 25.-" The Seminary of Quebec \vas Gallican, Clai=isical 
studies consisted in giving to the students unexpurged Pagan 
worki=i, they were allowed to study history ancient and modem, 
in books written from a bad point of view; and philosophy 
was taught according to a rationalist system slightly modified." 

Page 28.-" What proves ho\v little they (the founders of 
Laval) were imbued with the idea eminently Catho1ic, which 
they undertook, is that immediately, spontaneously, without 
having been in any manner induced, they invited some !Yrotes
tant F1eemasons of QL1ebec to take Professors' chairs in their 
university." 

Page 2!J.-" Pothier, notwithstanding his many serious errors, 
was the oracle of ci vi 1 law. 

" B·2sides Pothier, the students of the faculty of law were 
advised to read, without distinction, Demolomb, Troplong, 
Perriere and Desmarais. 

"Great admirers of Mgr. Dupanloup, the Count de Tallonx, 
and l\1ontalembert, of the correspondent of Paris, they held in 
horror the writings of Louis V enillot, Dom Gueranger, Mgr. 
Saume, aud others of the Catholic school of France." 

VIII.-.MGR. BOURGET WANTS A UNIVERSITY IN MONTREAL

THE QUEBEC SEMINARY OPPOSES IT. 

Page 38.-'' J1gr. Bourget, as we have already seen, was 
deceived in bis expectations respecting the Laval University. It 
was not the Catholic University such as he concei vpu it." 

Page 3U.-" For these reasons, and others, Mgr. Bourget asked 
from Rome leave to establish another university in Montreal, 
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his city. The Seminary of Quebec raised a world of diffi
culties." 

Page 41.-" There 'are in the University (of Laval) professors 
who inspire no confidence, because some of them are J:>rotc.'3tants 
anct Freemasons, others Liberals, who expressed more than once, 
and on solemn occasions, principles, not only dangerous, but. 
impious. 

"And 1\1r. Taschereau, Superior of the Seminary of Quebec 
and Rector of the Laval University, has applauded their iniqui
ties, and even sanctioned them. His sentiments and his manner 
of acting have not changed since his appointment as Arch
bishop." 

No better ~xpose could be given of the plan and intentions of 
this party, created, inspired, and directed by the Jesuits. They 
brot1ght the entire clergy into league to destroy all liberal and 
constitutional notions in the country. They selected and made 
the representatives, they absolutely controlled the electors. 
They imposed their own legislation and the appointment of most 
of the judges. They claimed and obtained immunity and indepen
dence of legal ~trol, they secured their absolute authority 
over all the primary schools, and were struggling with untiring 
energy and perseverance to impose, complete and perpetuate their 
domination by the monopoly of superior education through the 
establishment of a University, which would soon, by legislative 
enactments or ecclesiastical intimidation, have imparted alone 
the education to the better classes of Catholics, and made them 
impervious to any idea of progress. It is evident from this 
pamphlet that the object of the opposition to Laval was the 
establishment of a rival ·uni versity, corn posed of and constituted 
by Jesuits, which would have the monopoly of university educa
tion in the districts of Montreal, Three Rivers, and any ether 
districts where these ideas predominate, or where they could be 

made to prevail. 
Pages 61-66.-" The author regrets the division which 

occurred between the members of the Episcopate in 1865, until 
which time perfect unanimity existed among them for the fnr
therance of their objects, and censures Archbishop Taschereau 
and several members of the Quebec clergy, whom he accuses of 
Gallicanism and liberal tendencies, which have prevented their 
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success and imperilled the interests that true Catholics had so 
well secured, and which they were developing so rapidly." 

Page 7 4.-'· To cap the climax, Archbi::~hop Taschereau issued 
a maudate on the occasion of the bull w hid1 constituted canoni
cally the Laval University, in which he stamped as idle the dis
cus::,ions between Catholics alid Liberals. It was evidently 
sancLioning what the latter had urged in the interpretation of 
tbis bull. Hence a new scandal by which the Liberals greatly 
benefi Lted. 

"The success obtained by Mr. Langelier, in Chn.rlevoix, on 
the ground of undue infiueuce, induced another Liberal professor, 
of the University, Mr. Flynn, to employ the same means in the 
contestation of the election of Bonaventure. 

"Judge Casault, another professor of Laval, gave judgment 
in this contestation, and enumerated principles directly opposed 
to the Catholic doctrine. He denied, for example, to the priest 
the right to pronounce in the pulpit that such and such acts 
were grievous offences before God. He proclaimed that Parlia
ments were omnipotent; that liberty of worship was absolutely 
obligatory, and he acknowledged the right of the Courts of law 
to repress abuses in preaching. 

".Mgr. de Rimouski, in whose diocese Judge Casault ex
pressed such subversive doctrines, thought it his duty to raise 
his voice to condemn them and to affirm the rights of the 
Church and of truth." 

Page 75.-" The Liberal8 of Quebee wreaked their vengeance 
by ridiculing the courageous prelate, and went so far as to insult 
him. 

".Mgr. Taschereau, to crown their work and to assist them, 
pub1it:>hed a note in the newspapers signed by himself as Arch
bishop, in which he stated. that Rome had not ordered the 
expulsion of Judge Casault from the University, and had uot 
stigmatized the judgment pronounced upon reasons which he had 
given in the contestation of the election of Bonaventure." 

Page 7n.-" About the same time these things happened, 
those who had contested the election of Charlevoix, and who 
saw their pretensions set aside as unfounded in justice and in 
reason, by Judge Routhier, appealed from his judgment to the 
highest tribunal, the Supreme Court, which reversed the 
decision of Judge Routhier. 

"Mr. Jean Thomas Taschereau, brother of the Archbishop of 
Quebec, was one of the judges, and he expressed the opinion of 
the Court on the occasion, and •unciated the most false and im-
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pious propositions. He asserted that instructions given by the 
priest in the pulpit could really give cause to undue influence. 

"He denied therefore to the priest the right to assert that it 
could be a serious crime to accept another politico religious 
opinion, and he declares that clergymen who dare attempt it are 
amenable to the civil courts. He went so far as to say that the 
law of the laud was the only rule for the courts in public 
matters." 

lX.-MGR, OONROY, APOSTOLIOAL DELEGATE. 

Page 77 .-" The situation was in this painful condition w·hen 
it was announced, in the winter of 1877, that 1\Igr. Conroy, 
Bishop of Armagh, was coming to Canada, with J:.>owers of a 
delegate from the Holy See. 

"l\Igr. Conroy seems to have made every effort to destroy all 
what J:>ius IX. had stated in his allocutions and decrees on the 
subject of Liberalism, and particularly Catholic Liberulism.'' 

Page 82.-" l\1gr. Conroy pretended, and this on many 
occasions, that one could vote for a Catholic Liberal, acknow
ledged as such, and even for a downright infidel, whose name 
he himself mentioned. This person, however, Mr. Rodolph 
Laftan,me, ·was anxious to become a representative for the sole 
object of securiug the triumph of evil doctrines. Nevertheless, 
Bishop Conroy absolutely declared that it was allowable to vote 
for him." 

Page 85.-" Mgr. Conroy added that Mr. Mackenzie, Prime 
}.1inister in the Federal Government of 1877, supported by our 
Liberals, was equal to Sir John Macdouald, supported by the 
Ultrarnontanes." 

Page 86.-" Admitting, as :Mgr. Conroy says, Messrs.l\-1acken
zie and Macdunald were as good personally as politicians, there 
was a great difference, and here is the proof: 

"Whenever Sitt· John was the head ofthe Government, he 
called as Ministers to support hirn from the Province of Quebec 
the most sincere and devoted Catholics, and whenever it was iu 
his power he yielded to the Catholics in every question whe?'e 
they had an interest." 

Page 93.-" Mgr. Conroy did everything in his power to 
confirm the Liberals in their error with Pius IX. so often 
stigmatized." 

Page 97.-" Unfortunate Mgr. Conroy I He obtained exactly 
the contrary of what he was seeking. Some time after the pas
toral letter of the 11th of October, he received letters informing 
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him of what injuries he had done us; how he vras lowered in 
the estimation of the cleray, and of all good citizens. He 
recei '\'ed a heap of letters of ~his kind, and then he fou ud him
self isolated. Apart from a few Liberals, everyone shunned 
him, because everyone had lost confidence in him." 

Page 98.-" Truly, the visit of l\1gr. Conroy to Canada has 
been a great misfortm1e for us. His mission has made Ut; retro
gade immensely in the path of true progress. In a word, he 
has prepared horrible disasters, which will befall us in a short 
time if Providence does fi()t come to our rescue. 

"This is what Bishops think and say, and with them most of 
the priests, and all good citizens." 

X.-QUESTION OF THE RESTORATION OF THE JESUITS' PROPERTY. 

Page 104.-" We have stated in the previous chapter that the 
sums allowed by the Government every year to the various 
educational establishments of the Province are derived from the 
property of the Jesuits, which it unjustly detains." 

Page 105.-" The Catholics, who were neither Gallicans nor 
Liberals, always maintained a hope that this property would be 
restored to their legitimate owners, against whom the Govern
ment for many reasons could not prescribe. 

" Circumstances seemed fa vorable for reparation to all the 
injury caused to this illustrious Society when our political con
stitution was altered in 1867, when, as we have already stated, 
the Province of Quebec had obtained the right to govern itself. 
It had self control over the Jesuits' estate, and as our represen
tatives were mostly all Catholics, no reason seemed to exist for 
refusing restitution. 

"In consequence the Jesuits a few years ago laid claim to this 
property, and the then Prime l\1inister of Quebec, a Catholic, 
:Mr. Ouimet, now Minister of Education, wrote on the subject to 
Cardinal Antonelli that there would be a revolution in Uanada 
if the Holy See insisted on the restitution, and that the Govern
ment \Vished to treat of this matter with the Archbishop alona' 

Page 106.-'' The minister who replaced Mr. Ouimet was the 
Honorable lVIr. de Boucherville. He took up this qnestion of 
the property of the Jesuits, and he was determined to settle it 
as justice and religion prescribed ; the more so as the R.R. fathers 
were satisfied to accept $400,000 in lieu of all restitution. N at
withstanding his good intentions Mr. de Boucherville was hin
dered in the accomplishment of his designs." 

Page 107.-" The gentlemen of the Seminary of Quebec, who 
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wish to be the only great luminaries of heaven in Canada, fear 
nothing so . much as the influence of the Jesuits, and consider 
as a public calamity their appearance at Quebec as teachers of 
youth. 

" To remove every hope from the Jesuits to re-open their 
collPge at Quebec, the question was hurriedly mooted of de
molishing their old college, then vacant, under pretence that this 
solid edifice, more solidly constructed than the present Seminary 
of Quebec, threatened to fall. 

"A number of Catholics protested, in the newspapers and else
where, aga.inst this act of vandalism, which consummated an 
odious aud sacrilegious usurpation. · Mr. de Boucherville, to 
calm the scruples of his conscience, consnlted then, as it was 
stated at the time, the highest ecclesiastical authority of the 
Province, i.e., Mgr. TascheL'eau, and the answer of the prelate 
was that demolition must be effected." 

So it is evident that the influence of the ultramontane clergy, 
for many years back, was exercised in our political world, and 
Confederation was created with the object of securing to theJ esuits 
the rest~ration of their property, in lieu of which they obtained 
$400,000 from our bankrupt Province. 

CONCLUSION. 

Page 115.-" The conclusion of all that precedes is that the 
Holy See must interfere in the settlement of our affairs, and, 
considering the errors which prevail here, condemn such errors." 

"Unfortunately, this we could not obtain uritil now." 
"Let all the liberal errors pointed out by Pi us IX be con

demned for Canada." 
" Let the principles of Christian reform in education be 

affirmed." 
"Let religious authority be affirmed, and openly, more par

ticularly with respect to the visitation of schools, and the right 
to use in scllools only such books as the religious authority 
mayapprove." . 

" Let the civil authority be declared inferior and subject to the 
ecclesiastical, and let the property formerly belonging to the 
Jesuits be restored to them, the legitimate owners." 

"And, lastly, let Montreal have its Univljr.sity, so that it CQ.U 

organize it on a Ca.tholic h:1,sis." 
B. 
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The foregoing comments were written on the publication of 
th'"~ pamphlet reviewed. The confession and disclosures ·made 
were so startling, and proved so conclusively the action of the 
ultramontane party, directed by the Jesuits in Canada, tha~ the 
hl\ l'ill'chy in the District of :Montreal became alarmed, and imme
diately ordered its suppression. According to the above pamplet 
it is evident that its authority and ideas were entirely derived from 
J esuitical sources. Its object was to secum to the J e::;uits the 
restoration of their property or a proper indemnity, owing to the 
great services which have been rendered by them in securing the 
triumph of ultramuntane ideas. According to these views 
everyti,ing done in Canada by the church, down to the promnl
g<ttion of this new light in the relations of church and stnte, 
was absolutely heretical j and the Jesuits and their followers ·were 
the only true exponents of Roman Catholic ideas. 

If we consider the principles enunciated in this pamphlet as 
expressing their doctrine, no liberty or indt>pendence of any 
kind can be maintained. 

And it is somewh~t · consoling to true Liberals of the Pro
vince of Quebec to find a confes<:;ion so clearly expressed, that 
it is owing entirely to the action, sanction and assistance of the 
Protestant Conservatives of Canada, that the Jesuits have suc
ceeded in asserting and securing the predominance of their ideas. 

Any person conversant with the history of our country for 
the last fifty years will admit that it is since the introduction of 
the Jesuits into Canada, and their incorporation under the fictitious 
name of the College of St. Mary in 1854, that these ideas have 
originated and been developed ·into actual results. 

At that period the Parliament of Canada, even the French 
Catholic representatives, would not have given their sanction to 
the introduction of the Jesuit order as such. The ideas then 
prevailing amo11g the intelligent class of the population were en
tirely against them. The popular traditions were unfavorable to 
them, and so they introduced themselves under a disguised name 
to avoid any discussion, 

The prevailing objection to their institution amongst the en~ 
lightened and liberally educated, was that of civilized Europe, 
that they were dangerous, constantly intriguing in secret in 
every class of society, to obtain the control of the community,· 
and secure political power, with the constant aim of establishing 
depotism, which they would direct, and that they were waging 
an incessant and relentless war against all liberal ideas. 
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Immediately after their admission, the individual members of 
this new corporation displayed great energy in historical and 
literary works. 

They establishe~ at first a modest school, secured grants, a~d 
donations, under one pretence or anothP!', exercised all the iufiu
ence they could bring to bear in order to obtain a foothqld, anc.l a 
.colll'ge, where their reputation as teacher;;;, would attract a good 
proportion of the patronage of the ri~her members of society. 

They introduced eloquent preachers of their order, and soon 
obtained a congregation of admirers from the wealthier class of 
the community. 

Finding that the educated yonng men were mo.3tly republican 
and liberal, and anxious for free discussion and inq niry, they 
organized a debating society under the name of L' lnstitut Gana
dien. The members of the order devoted special attention to 
this young association gave their services as lecturers, and were 
mt>st assiduous in their diffnsion ofhistoricaland scientific notions. 

Theyiuduced two members of the Sulpician order 
to assist them in their work, who subsequently proved 
devoted friends of the Jesuit order-the Hev. Messrs. 
DeCharbonnel, and Pinsonneault, who, notwithstanding their 
obligations to their own order, waged au incessant warfare against 
the Sulpicians for refusing to assist the J esnits by contributions 
of money and otherwise. They succeeded in driving out the 
Superior of the SL1lpicians at Montreal, Mr. Quiblier, who was 
interdicted by Bishop Bourget, or at least snspen.led. and who 
died broken-hearted in England. J\1r. DeCharbonnel offered his 
services in conjunction with the Jesuits to the Institttt 
Canadien. Any contemporary will remember that he delivered 
a lecture on George W ashington1 in the church of St. 
James on St. Denis street, which was crowded on the 
occasion, when he said he believed Washington to be a saint, and 
that he would have no hesitation to offer mass for the repo3e of 
his soul. This lecture was followed by several others, delivered 
lJy Rev. P. Martin, of the College of St. l\1arie. on various inter
esting · subjects. 

During these proceeding:3 several attempts were made by Revs. 
DeCharbonnel and Pinsonneault to induce the members of the 
Institut Ganadien to accept one of these reverend gentlemen as 
director of their society, which, however~ the young men posi 
tively declined to do. Then arose the opposition to the Institut 
Ganadien, and its persecution inspired by the Jesuits, actively 
s 1pported by Mr. Pinsonveault, which ended in its destruction. 
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Durina this period the Jesuit order had increased con&iderably 
in influe~ce and wealth. They built up their college and church, 
and all kinds of attractions, theatricals, concerts, &c., were 
used to induce the imaginative and sensational part of the com
munity to join, They obtained absolute control of the female 
portion of the aristocratic Roman Oathol.ics, and they had from 
their installation, complete control of B1shop Bourget, to whom 
they owed their existence. 

At this same period began the war of the bishop against the 
so-called Gallican ideas. The- dress of the clergy was changed, 
the use of the Roman Mantle, and Hat, and the bands 
were proscribed. In the churches, the old time ornaments on 
the church wardens seats, the crucifix and candelabras, ·were 
-ordered to be removed and described by the Bishop as mnmmer
ies. The old French ritual was suppreRsed, as "veil as all the 
ancient Gallican ceremonies. Evtrything which could recall 
the memory of the Gallican Church was obliterated and had 
to give way to Roman and ultramontane rules and forms. 

This revolution in the outward forms was accompanied by a 
ferocious war against the exercise of any independent control of 
the temporalities of the Church by the laymen. The fabrique 
was a national institution, a · quasi municipal body electing its 
own officers. No expenditure could be ordered without theit 
sanction. and any expenditure over one hundred francs (sixty 
dollars) had to be submitted to the aplJroval of all the parish 
ioners . 

.Any violation of these laws could be visited by a penalty. 
These laws, our courts, as well as French tribunals, for cen

turies never doubted, Their authority on these subjects was 
never g uestioned. 

All these old laws, institntions and customs were found to 
offer serious obstructions to the exercise of absolute and arbitrary 
authority, and were the .subject of incessant attack on the ground 
of heresy and anti-religious principles, &c., &c. 

The history of our jurisprudence affords the best evidence of 
the success of the ultramontane party directed and inspired by 
the Jesuits. The legislature was constrained to yield t.o their 
directions, and our statute book show::; their servility. 
Hardly any of the old institutions remain, and our courts have 
become the registrars of their death sentences. 

The principle now consecrated is that the Bishop has absolute 
power to dispose of the funds of any church. The election of 
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the church wardens has become a farce, and by several statutes 
has been completely abolished in many localities. 

On the arrival of the Jesuits, several colleges were placed 
under their control, and they prepared their schemes and pro
gramme for the education of the youth of the Province. 

Absolute power was the only true principle of gov
ernment. Democratic or constitutional ideas were rank heresies, 
the absolute supremacy of the church, the complete immunities 
of the clergy, their absolute irtde!Jendence from civil authority 
were insisted upon as articles of faith, and every contrary 
proposition entailed excommunieation. This was tbe only sal
vation for society. All ideas of progress and liberty, 
popular suffrage, liberty of the Press, freedom of discussion, 
were things to be extirpated and abhnrred. The mctssacre of 
St. Bartholomew, the inquisition, the revocation of the 
Edict of N antes were j nstified as ministering to the true 
end~ of religion and civilization. The most extravagant ideas 
of French Ultramontanes were claimed as the only true Catho-
lic principles. · 

These new doctrines, exhumed from the middle ages, had 
found able exponents in France at the beginning of this century, 
when the same assaults were made against the Gallican Church 
and its principles. The French clergy were aroused and alarmed. 
The great majority oi the French Cardinals, Archbishops and 
Bishops issued a declaration C()ndemning them in most explicit 
terms. 

After lamenting the spread of impious and infidel doctrines 
the declaration proceeds m the following terms:-

"Why must the success which they (the clergy) had a right 
" to expect be compromised by attacks of a different nature, it 
" is true, but which could entail new dangers for the State re
'' ligion? Maxims sanctioned by the Church of France are 
''loudly denounced as outrages again::;t the divine constitution 
" of the Catholic Church, as a work profaned by schism and 
" heresy, as a profession of political atheism. 

'' But what astounds and aftlicts us most is the rashness with 
" which an attempt is mc~de to revive an opinion born in olden 
" times, from the midst of the anarchy and confusion in which 
" Europe was placed, which has been constantly repelled by the 
" French clergy, and which had fallen into universal oblivion, 
" by which the Sovereign authority was held subject to the 
'' spiritual power, to the extent of liberating their subjects of 
" the oath of allegiance. 
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"In consequence we Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops un
'' dersianed declare we owe to France, to the Divine Ministry, 
" which has been confided to us, and to the true interests of re
" ligion in the divers Christian communities-to declare that we 
"repudiate the qualifications which have been used to blast and 
'' clisQTace the maxims and memory of our predecessors in the 
'' Episcopate, the we inviolably adhere to the doctrines which 
" they have transmitted on the right of Sovereigns and their 
" full and aLsolute independence in the tempol'al order from 
'• any direct or indirect ecclesiastical power." 

Notwithstanding these protestations the ultramontane school 
continued their work. The Jesuits secured prepoEderance, and 
persisted in their war against liberal ideas. In France, they attain- . 
ed their culminating power under Pius IX. with Veuillot as 
their mouthpiece. 

In self-defence and to save France from absolutism and eccle
siastical domination, the Jesuits were expelled once more. 
The measure was perhaps too general and unjust, comprising 
almost every religious and charitable order, but no iwpartial 
reader of history can deny that if they had been allowed 
to continue their course, all free republican or constitutional 
institutions were doomed. 

Montalembert, Mgr. Dnpauloup, and all the most enlightened 
and liberal Uatholics of France were denounced as worse than 
infidels. V euillot, the most violent, coarse and fanatical writer 
of modern times, who denounced and attacked all scientific pro
gress, was upheld as the true exponent of Christian ideaR, 

In order to secure the diffusion of their ideas beyond the 
sphere of their own pupils, and to reach the community at large, 

. the Jesuits created a so-called debating society, or association, to 
enlist. all young men of true Catholic principles which was crtlled 
L' Union Oatholique. Every young man who could read, or 
write, was asked and urged to join this society, and the Jesuits 
were found, for months and years, entering professional 
offices or mercantile houses to solicit members for this society. 
It naturally increased to large proportions. When incorporated, 
every one became an active worker in the i11terests of 
the society and obedient to the Jesuits' direction. The society 
·~a~ presided .over ?Y a Jesuit who was always present at every 
s1ttmg. No di~cusswu was allowed except on s•.1bjects previously 
submitted. The arguments on the questionable side had to be 
communicated and examined,-o that the orthodox side was trium
phant always. A newspaper was founded to further their 
views, the Nouveau Monde. As the organ of this society and of 
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the Jesuits, it waged an incessant and terrific warfare against 
everythin:I having th~ name of Liberal or Gallican. It was soon 
after the inception of this combination that the Institut Cana
dien was excommunicated. The Guibord case. completed the 
destruction of the best library and most useful French .Literary 
Institution in the city. 

The members, composed almost exclusively of French Cana
dians, were threatened witb. excommunication, and o~tracizod. 
Families shunned them, and they were at last obliged to yield 
and apparently snbmit to this tyrannical desnotism. 

The same course was followed by the clm~gy throughout the 
community at large. Every pari8h priest became subservient, 
and most of them enthusiastically accepted the programme. 
Every professional man had to yield, and was enlisted in the ranks 
of this new party under penalty of losing subsistence. Violent 
sermons were delivered against liberal ideas everywhere· until 
the people were brought up to the idea that religion and liberal 
political principles were irreconcilable. 

The Jesuits with all this influence offered their assistance to 
the political powers of the day. It was gladly accepted on their 
own terms. Besides threats they offered allurements, which 
were almost irresistible to a young man, however independent he 
might be. Any one, however incompetent otherwise, who 
yielded submis~ively to their influence and consented to 
become their servant, was extolled and pronounced a born legis
lator. With the influence the society wielded over the whole 
community they found constituencies prepared to accept their 
nominees, every cure becoming a canvasser in the pulpit and in 
the confessional. The order exercised an almost unlimited con
trol over families. \Vhenever there was a rich heiress to be 
found they had a proper subject to offer from their pupils to 
secure the happiness of each. Thus they secured the everlast
ing support and gratitude of the happy couple, and a guarantee 
of further and more effective support. The object of the expose 
made by the writer of the pamphlet, ''La Sonrce du Mal,'' was 
to secure the unanimous and servile vote of the representative.3 
of the Province of Quebec. in furtherance of Jesuit designs, and 
it was easily conceiveable that with sixty-jive membe'i'S voting 
as a unit in the Commons of Canada, any pulitical man of 
common intellect co1tld cont'i·ol the destinies and legislature of 
the Dominion of Canada.. · 

When Sir George Cartier thought it was time for him to res:st 
this dictatorial power, and opposed the wishes of Bishop Bourget 
about the dismemberment of the parish of Montreal, this 



24 

system received a severP. check. The Jesuits sincerely believed 
that they could annihilate him and substitute another more 
pliant tool. 

If we consider the influence of the Jesuits on the 
elementary education of the people of the country, we find 
the same disastrous results. "Cntil their arrival in this country 
we had free schools and colleges, which were comparatively lib
eral in their doctrines, aEl the writer of the pamphlet so bitterly 
complains of. Our parishes were under the supervision of an 
entirely national clergy, who participated in the feelings of the 
people and who were anxious to secure for their people the 
advantages of a good snbstantial education. The parish priests 
·were thorough gentlemen, having subr:;tantial means of living, 
and were general1y independent and had no fear of expressing 
their opi11ion to their bishop. 

This was a seriou:; difficulty to oYercome; but Bishop BourgeL, 
inspired by the J esnits, suggested a very elementary system. 
The parishes were sub-divided. Any priest offering the slightest 
sign of independence was instantly removed and deprived of his 
living; each subdivision of parishes impoverished the curate, 
who depended upon its revenues for his living. The curate in 
consequence became entirely subservient to the will of the 
bishop. The parishioners, the hubitunts, were called upon to 
erect new churches at enormous cost, for which the clergy had a 
right to levy direct taxation upon the real estate of the parish. 
The plans had to be submitted to the bishop, and extravagant 
structures were imposed upon the poorest class of the com
munity. 

When the dismembered portions of the old parishes erected 
such costly churches, the churches remaining in the oluer 
portions of the parish were immediately condemned by 
the clerical authorities as insufficient and unsuitable. 
Although it remained nominally with the majority of 
the parishioners or land o'vners to decide upon the 
propriety of erecting a new church, the moment the priest 
declared that it was necessary to erect a new one, upon a repre
sentation to that effect by the bishop, they were enjoined to decide 
~pon a new construction. lf they refused to do so, as in many 
1nstances they did, the result was immediate excommunication 
of the whole parish, whereby no christening, no marriage, no 
burial, could be· effected with the rites of the eh urch. Everyone 
can understand that in a community like ours, threats of this 
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description carried out, secure immediate compliance with the 

orders of the hierarchy. Children and women, will weep until 

their fathers and husbands yield obedience. 

Under our laws any bishop or priest exercising su?h power 

would be amenable to the tribunals, and enjoined to desist from 

such a course. But these laws were pronounced Gallican, here

tical, and violating the rights, privileges and immunities of the 

church, hence the supreme efforts made by them in the Guibord 

case, and their rage when defeated in the Privy Council. But 

to prove their power, they cornmand(:}d the Legi.3lature of Quebec 

to pass an act, which enacts that the cure in every parish shall 

absolutely and exclusively decide if any party is entitled to 

christian burial within the cemeteries, and this act was unani

mously adopted and sanctioned by a crushed and terrorised 

legislature. 
\Ve now see the country covered with churches of 

maguificent architectural proportions, which indicate im

mense wealth on the part of those who contributed to their 

erection, but which, unfortunately, only prove our poverty and 

want of independence. Thousands of our brave compatriots 

have taken up their abode in the neighboring republic, to escape 

exorbitant taxation for this extravagance. 

In painful contrast to these magnificent structures is the 

village school ; a miserable wooden shanty, ba1 e, cold and 

cheerless; badly ventilated; completely devoid of all comforts 

and conveniences; presided over by a young girl of 17 01' 18, 

drawing a miserable pittance of $70 per annum; boarding herself. 

Is it a wonder that the pupils, for the most part, are withdrawn 

as soon as they have been prepared for their first communion 

at the age of ten or twelve years. Of reading, writing and 

arithmetic they know nothing. Is it surprising that our 

English-speaking compatriots are more advanced than we are. 

These are some of the results of Jesuit influence in the Pro

vince of Quebec. 
The excuse may be urged, that they found the soil favorable. 

They seek to bring our population back to the ignorance of 

mediaeval times, keeping them in blissful ignorance of the pro

gress of the 19th cent~ry, substituting for modern science the 

study of Gury, and the sainted Liguori. 

Without despotic ecclesiastical power, and a combination with 

the political parties, their teachings and doctrines would be 

harmless with an enlightened population; but with a majority, 
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wantinO' the elements of .primary education, they are able to 
consolidate the vote as a unit and to sell it to the highe&t poli
tical bidder. 

Their policy has succeeded to a certain extent in the Province 
of Quebec, thanks to the venality of our politiqtl leaders, 
who place party before country, and personal aggrandizement 
to the public welfare. . 

But a reaction will take place. They can never agam succeed 
on the Continent of A m erica in establishing a second Paraguay. 
And it is a wild delusion on their part to per~ist in an attempt to 
apply their doctrines to Can~da. Up to this time, the result has 
been dissensions, bitterness, strife and desolatiou. · 

It was astounding to see that in the Parliament of Quebec not a 
voice was raised to protest against the incorporation of this 
society. It was evident that the most of the ultra-conservatives 
or ultramontane rl:'presentati ves, .Mr. DeBoucherville and 
Consorts, hesit~ted, although conscious-stricken, to yield to the 
Jesuits demand for indemnity, and it is passing strange to see that 
it was a so-called Liberal Government which has secured to them 
both the indemnity and their incorporation. The apparent 
result is that, after the Jesuits, throngh all their manceu vres, 
have attempted to destroy and annihilate every Liberal senti
ment, it was through the Liberal party of Quebec they have 
tri urn phed; and history will record that after thirty years of strug
gle with the Jesuits, the Liberal party has secured power for them 
in the Province of Quebec. 

When we consider from a national point of view the 
result of their victory, it comes to this: The clergy of Quebec 
City at great sacrifice organized for the province of Quebec an 
institution oflearuing,--the Laval University, whose success every 
patriotic man desired to secure. Because of some expressions 
of semi-liberalty the Jesuits and the ultramontane party, their 
adepts raised a cry against Lava!; and in order to obtain the 
sinews of war to destroy this apparent menace to their cherished 
ideas, they are eRtablishing a rival university in 11ontreaJ, 
which will have the sole effect of weakening both, or to destroy 
Laval altogether. If unfortunately the Jesuits are successful, 
they will substitute, as the directing educational power in OU1' 

Province, a body which has no feeling of nationality 
whatever, and which acknowledges no authority whatever, 
civil or ecclesiastical, beyond that of their own General in Rome, 
who is a foreigner. Having no knowledge of, or sympathy with 
the feelings of our community, their wants or their aspirations, 
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it must be obvious that our destinies m Canada-econo
mical, 5ocial an<l political,-mn~t be in accord with 
the civilization, and political ideas of this continent. The fol
lo,ving extracts from Lo Ohiesa e la Stato del P. :Matteo Liber
atore, D.C., D.G., Seconda Edizione corretta ed accresciuta, 
Napoli, 1872, show at a glance the modern policy of the 
church now completely under Jesuit influence. . · 

"The state must understand itself to be a subordinate sov
ereignty exercising ministerial functions under a superior 
sovereignty, and governing the people, confonnably to the 'will 
of that Lord to whom it ~~s subject." p. lJ. 

''It is that Sovereign Pontiff 'the visible monarch' of 
God's realm on earth, 'to whom every baptiseu person is more 
strictly subject than to any temporal ruler whatsoever.''' p. 14. 

''The temporal sword, symbol of civil authority, has to be 
subordinate to the spiritual sword, symbol of priestly author
ity." p. 23. 

"The chnrch is empowered to amend and to cancel the civil 
laws, or;· the sentences proceding fr;·om a secular cour;·t. 
Whenever these may be in collision with spiritual weal, and she 
has the faculty to check the abuse of the execnti ve and of the 
armed forces, or;· even to presctibe thei1· employment whenever 
the requirements foe the protection of the chnstian faith may 
demand this, the j nrisdiction of the church is higher than the 
civil, &c.'' p. 46. 

" The primary condition of an efficacious alliance between the 
laws of the state, and the laws of the church lies in the appli
cation of coe1·eive ·,means, in every instance where spiritual 
penalty may be inadequate." p. 78. 

"The capital and substantial ground, wherefore liber;·ty of con
science 1nust be 'i'epTobatecl, ig neither peace nor national uuity, 
but in truth the obligation to profess the true faith, and thereby 
insure the attainment of man's superior good. Peace and 
national unity may be invoked as a secondary ground (being 
likewise a benefit), but only on the supposition that the tr;·uejaith 
is preser;·ved. For;· in the contrary case the saying of Ohl'ist 
holds good, I cwme not to send peace but a sword ; national 
discord being beyond comparison a lesser evil than persistence in 
some error rrgarding a point of faith.'' p. 77. 

Father Liberatore is one of the ablest writers of the Ci vilta 
Catttolica, the authorized organ of the church, by the brief ad 
hoc of Pius IX, who gave the sole control of its columns to the 
Society of Jesus. 
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The secret history of the incorporation and endowment of the 
Society of Jesus in Quebec is curious, and affords the proof of 
their constant intrigues. 

The writer of the pamphlet "La Source du l\1al,'' admits that the 
Jesuits have been attempting to recover their property for many 
years. They found at last a true Conservative Minister in the 
Honorable Mr. DeBoucherville, with whom it was settled that 
they were to receive $-!00,000 in lieu of their property. He was 
raised to power by their inflnence, but he could not carry ont 
his pledge· He was replaced by others, and they alRo '>Yere afraid. 
Finding the Conservatives hesitating an<l timid, although willing, 
.1.\:Jr. Mercier, one of their pupils, undertook to execute their 
scheme for the sake of power, fur which alone he was anxious. 
It seemed difficult, but the ohstacles were easily and magically 
overcome. Mr. Mercier, who entered politics as a violent 
Conservative, despairing of gratifying his ambition by this 
course, suddenly became a Liberal. His talents and energy 
secured him the leadership of the party. With only thirteen 
followers, his prospect of success was problematic. So eager 
was he for office that he openly offered an alliance to l\1r. Chap
lean, then at war with the ultramontane faction, the Castors. 
The Liberals protested against this corn bination, and the Con
servatives, farseeing no favorable results, declined the offer. 
After this J\1r. Mercier conceived the idea of another combination. 
The bond was made with the Jesuits, he promised to secure 
thAir desired object. He apparently claimed to br. the leader of . 
the Liberal party, and was declared at a meeting in the hall of the 
Jesuits "the man of Providence." He now studiously avoided 
the term of Liberal for himself and for the party which he was 
leading. He found ready-made followers in the ultramontane or 
the castor faction, ·who publicly disclaimed any taint of Liberal 
ideas, and who were promised complete sway. Then Mr. 
Mercier ~nnounced the formation of the national party in which 
the last vestiges of liberalism disappeared. He continued his 
work, and to secure popnlar opinion he took advantage of the 
Riel cry, as all know. He fulfilled his obligation. The Jesuits 
were incorporated. The endowment was obtained. l\.fost reac
tionary rr~easures were carried. Everything the ultramontane 
clergy claimed was granted. His Eminence Cardinal Taschereau 
was publicly snubbed. Not a single measure of reform promised 
was. effected or evE-n attempted. The ultramuntanes were 
dommant and satisfied. "The man of Providence" enjoyed the 
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sweets of office and with the menace of seeing the so-called 
Conservatives restored to power, he secured the silence and 
submission of the Liberals who as~isted at their own funeral. 

· In the words of a recent writer on the Jesuit <lnestion: "Sileut
ly but ruthlessly that stealthy organization, which calls itself the 
Society of J esus-in grim pursuit of what it also calls the 
Greater Glory of God-has laid siege to, broken into, anJ razed 
these glorious and venerable sanc.tuaries in Italy, in Germany, and 
above all in :France, whence, during generations, there had 
beamed forth across the wide plain of the Cctthohc world, with 
the calmly luminous glow of purified light, the mellow gleam of 
a religious sentiment, which did not divorce the fervor of Catholic 
piety from caudid learning and heart-felt attachment to liberties, 
any more than it considered essential for the triumph of the 
faith to propagate a belief in coarse superstitions, and to fortify 
the church by a network of trickeries." 

All that remains to restore the old order of things is for the 
Liberal party to sepaTate from its present leadership, and recon
stitute the party on the basis of the original platform-so nobly 
fought for by the Pavineaus and Dorions of old-true Cana-
dians and true Liberals. 

The conclusions of the author of the pamphlet have, in this 
year of 1889, been fully realized. The Jesuit FathPrs were 
incorporated in 1888, and $400,000 has been awarded to them 
out of the Provincial Treasury, to which they were not legally 
entitled. Thns the union of church and state is recognizetl. 
The authority of the Pope to interfere in and regulate our 
Provincial affairs has been officially recognized on our statute 
book. The lloman Catholic S_;hools are now completely under 
clerical control. The mild Christian rule of the good Sulpicians 
has been superseded by that of the Jesuit Fathers. The 
noble and princely revenues of the Seigniories of niontrenl and 
Two :Mountains, left in trust to the Sulpicians by the kiugs 
of :France, as an endowment for the supports of schools and 
church f·Jr the benefit of the Roman Catholics of the Island 
of JYiontreal and the Seigniory of Two :Mountains, are now 
diverted from their original destination. Roman Catholic 
real estate, formerly exempt from school taxes and the 
cost of public worship, is now taxed for these purposes. The 
revenues of these seigniories is now finding their way to 
Rome to erect a stately college, and doubtless to benefit other 

foreign countries. 
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The rule of the Sulpicians was a mild, beneficent, and 
christian administration. The Gentlemen of the Seminary of 
St. Sulpice \vere, and still are, respected by our Protestant 
brethren. and loved by the Roman Catholics for their broad 
charity and uniform christian spirit. Formerly, when the 
Seminary of St. Sulpice took charge of public Vi'orship and 
education, the Grey Nuns of orphans, and helpless old 
people, the sisters of the Congregation of Not re Dame, the Hotel 
Dien Hospital, and the instruction of young childien, every thing 
went on peacefully enough. The cletgy devoted themselves to 
the spiritual care of their flocks and eschewed politics. vVith 
the advent of the Jesuits came the ultramontane doctrine, 
that the church dominates the state. The country is swarmip.g 
\vith new religious orders. In 1868 the item of charities, 
assisted from the provincial revenue, numbered twenty-nine 
institutions. The public accounts of 1888 contain over ons 
hundred. Public money is taken to build and support con vent 
and religious schools all over the <:ountry. A large nurn.ber oe 
these communities are simply commercial corporations canying 
on the patent medicine business, printing, public laundries, 
shirt and collar manllfactories, caniage, harness, and boot and 
shoe factories. The majority of the co.n ventual educational 
institutions are carried on for profit. And all with marked 
success, as is evidenced by the everincreasing size and n.umber. 

The competition of these institution8 paying no taxation or 
wages has the effect of lowering the standard of wages 
amongst the laboring claRses with whom they compete directly. 
:Exempt from taxation, these iustitutions are multiplying with 
great rapidity. 

In portions of the City of Quebec, the real estate in pirvate 
owner.,hip has depreciated so much as to be unprofitable to hold. 
And the oldest city ofthe Dominion is fast losing its population 
and commerce. If no change of policy is adopted, it is only a 
question of time when Montreal will be sorely embarrassed by 
the uneven load. of taxation cousequent upon this policy of 
exemptions. The value of Real Estate in Montreal in 1887 
was $78,533,386, and the exemptions $17,921,665. 

It is a recognized fact that no Government can hold office in 
Quebec without the support of the clergy; and Provincial Leg
islation is subject always to ecclesiastit.:al approval. \V e lm ve 
seen, during the last session of the Leaislature at Quebec, the 
lVIinistry of the day, submitting a bill ;n vital statistiqs, for con
formation and approval, by the Bishops, and their want of confi~ 
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deuce in the politicians was shewn by their initialing the var~ 
ions sections of the bill to prevent its being altered or amended 
in the Legislature. 

Provincial politics have degenerated into an unseemly scramble 
for the support of the clergy in elections; scandals in the Gov
ernment administration abound; one administration succeeds 
another, each more cormpt than its predecessor. The growing 
generation of 1.oliticians is being trained up as opportunists, and 
political power is sought after for the pecnmary advantages to 
be d.tri ved therefrom. Good government, and the economical 
administration of the public revenue, are subordinate to the duty 
of subsidizing and enriching party friends out of the public 
purse. If one Government takes ten thousand dollars from a 
Government contractor for electoral corruption, the succeeding 
Government takes twenty thousand in the same way. The 
scandal being discovered, the only regret expressed for this 
plundering of the poor tax-payers is that the scandal became 
public. 

A great excitement exists on account of the sum of $400,000 
being awarded to the Jesuits. on account of a pretended claim 
of over eighty years standing. The Government of the day, 
composed of Ultramontanes and Liberals, while denying the 
legality of the claim, paid it out of regard to the moral obliga
tion involYed. 

A stranger to our politics might be deceived by this laudable 
plea, into supposing that lofty dictates of honor guide the party 
in power in their decision. No such thing! The sum thus 
taken from the public treasury was nominally devoted to the 
payment of a so-called equitable claim for restitution. In 
reality it was to seeure the support of the hierarchy to the party 
in power at the next election. This is clearly shewn by the 
division of the spoils; only $160,000 of this sum is to be given 
to the Jesuits, the balance to the Bishops of the Province. 

Ecclesiastical interference in the politics of the Province of 
Quebec has produced disastrous results. It has eompletely de
stroyed all independence of character in the politicianR, and it 
has lowered the standard of our representatives. The church 
supports the party which will give the largest grants to its reli
gious and educational institutions. The politician may despoil 
the public treasury to his heart's content. The pulpit is silent. 
But if the public representative proposes to modernise, or im
prove our system of elementary education, or to develop the 



32 

intelligence of his countrymen by trying to bring them up to the 
standard of the 19th century progress, he will be denoun~ as 
impious and heretical. There is no longer any independence of 
thought or action amongst our so-called statesmen, we are simply 
transforming our public men into trimmers, opportunists and 
hypocrites. The boodler was unknown under the regime of the 
Papineaus and the Cartiers. It is a modern creation. The 
church haasuftered by contact with the politicians. Its attempt 
to dominate the state, and dirEct our Legislators, has resulted in 
a marked deterioration in the morals of our public men. 

Is it not time for the church to abandon its dream of temporal 
rule, and return to its proper sphere of spiritual teaching, and 
the promotion of public morality ? 

One word, in conclusion, to our English speaking compatriots. 
For years a noble band of our French-speaking brothers fought 
for progress and the advancement of their countrymen. They 
were denounced, persecuted, and ostracized by their clergy 
During all this time the English-speaking vote was for the most 
part cast against this band of heroes and reformers, and the pre
sent state of public affairs in the Province of Quebec is the 
result. 

The grand old Liberal party, composed of as good Catho!W 
as any, who asked only the separation of state and church, and 
the liberty to educate and promote the material interests of ~ 
countrymen, were entitled to the support of all good ~d 

, thoughtful men. 
In their struggle they hoped for and expected the support 

their English-speaking fellow countrymen.. They did uot 
ceive it. May we not hope that the lesson will not be lost, 
that so soon as the old Liberal flag is raised again by 
triots, all true Canadians will ra.lly more _,trongly to itt SM}IPQrt. 



70 THE REA DEI~. 

Please notice tlzat Clause No. 4- on tlzis page 
s!tould read as follozvs :-

4. On such settlement being: effected, the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council may pay, out of any public money at 
his disposal, a sum of sixty thousand dollars to the Pro
testant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction to 
be invested by the said Committee. 

Tr .J interest from said investment shall be annually 
~ortioned by the Protestant Committee, ·with the ap-

) proval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, among the 
--.~ Protestant institutions of superior education, in addition 

to and in the same manner as any sums now granted by 
law for the purpose of Protestant superior education in 
this Province. 

lS . 1:0\"lllCC SU J.JeC 0 
enq un·1e' conccrnino-o 

public 1natters. 

--- ... ·~·---
NOTES and PROCEEDINGS and TESTIMONIALS of WITNESSES-... 

LEVXS 

MEIWlEH & 00., PIU~TER' A ... 'D BOOK-BL'DER 

11392 



1-tOYAij COMMISSIOJ_ 
Issued under the (h·eat Seal ofthi~ Pt·oyincc of Quebec, the 

elc\rcnth <lay of jauuar)T, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-t"·o, to nutke enquiry into 
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Ol)_LiMISSION 
l5sued under the Great ~eal of this Pro·dnee of Quebec, the eleventh day 

of J an nary, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two, to 

make ~:nquiry into different rnatters and thingR, concerning the good go

Yernrnent of this ProYince, under the authority of article 596 and folio· 

·wing of thE> ReYised Statutes of this Proyi 'lee subject of enquiries concer

ning pn bli0 rna tters. 

NOTE:-3 .A:XD PROCEEDINGS AND TESTI.MO~IAL8 OF WITNESSES 

The twelfth day of J an nary, in the year of Our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety t\YO, 

BEFORE 

The Honorable ~IR . .Tu:sTICE 11ATHIEU, 

'' DoN .. \.LD ~iAcMAsTER, 

" 

Commissioners. 

The Comrnission b~gins it.-3 sittings at 10 o 'do0k in the forenoon, in 
th8 Criminal Court Room of the Court IIouse, at the City of Quebec. 

Thj president announces that Bdmond L')rtie, ofthe City of Quebec, 
Esquire, ad \·o.;ate, ha· been named Secretary to the Commission and has 
t-akeu the oath of office. 

The Secretary reads in French and in English the proclamation 
published in an ext~a of the Official Gazette, concerning this comrnission. 
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CANADA, l 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, ~ 

(L. S.) 

A. R. ANGERS . 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c. , &c., &c. 

To all to whom these presents shall come or whon1 the same may concern 
-GREETIKG: 

PROCL~\_)fATIOK 

Tu. CHA::-\E CASGRAIN, l WHEREAS, by a report ofthe Honorahle Attor· 
Atty. Genl. ~ ney General, by a report of the Honorable 

Executive Council for OuT Province of Qupbec, and by an Order of Our 
Lieutenant Goyernor in Council, it is declared as follows: 

WHEREAS, according to the constitution, the payment of public funds 
cannot be made unless when it has been previously authorized by a yote 
of the Legislature, or unless, in certain urgent and unforeseen cases, a 
special warrant has been issued by competent authority and with the for
malities required by law. 

WHEREAS the credit of the Province, when there are no funds in the 
Treasury for carrying on the public serv-ice, cannot be pledged, unle~s by 
adopting the method prescTibe'd by article 7 43 of the Revised Statutes y,f 
the Province of Quebec ; __ ,_,__.,. 

WHEREAS it is notorious that since the twenty·se\enth of January, 
1887, a great number of letters of credit, promises to pay, guarantees or en
gagements have been issued, made and signed by different persons, w h.~ 
occupied up to the 16th of December, 1891, the office of members of the 
Executive of this Province, and that ·without the authority of an Order-in
Council and without the formalities required by law; 

WHEREAS the crPdit of the Province ha" been and is seriously affel'it>d 
by the issue of such letters of credit, promises to pay, guartlntees, engage.
ments and acknowledgments; 

WHEREAS there is Teason to believe that certain subsidies voted to 
Railway Companies, and for other public purposes, have been receiY.=-d 
and takenA.by persons ·who had no right to take them or to receive pay

ment thereof ; 
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\\riiEREAS there is reason to believe that, since the 27th January, 
1889, larg,~ sums of money ha\re bJen levied, colle0ted and exacted, to the
detriment of the Treasury and of the public intere~t, by certain persons, or
for tht~ benefit of certain p:. rsons, from rail way companies to w ho1n sub.si
dies had been voted by the Logislature, from public contractors dealing 
\Yith the .aforesaid membJrs of the Executive, from aspirants to employ· 
m-::nt and for government fayors, and, in general, from those having claims 
against the Province ; 

\YHERE .\S certain contracts or engagement~, as well for public entre
prises as for mercha;ndise to be sold, furnished and delivered to the Pro
vince, have been made, taken and signed in the name of the Province, in
vohring a very considerable expenditure of the public funds, without the 
authoriJ';ation of the Executi r~ of this Province and without its know ledge ; 

\VHEREAS, in connection with certain payments to be made by the 
Government of this Province, and certain sums to be voted by the Legis
lature, there is reason to belie,~e that considerable amounts have been ille· 
gally and wrongfully exacted, levied and collected by persons since the 
27th January 1887 ; 

\VHEREA • it is in the interest of the good goYenunent of this Provin0e 
that an enquiry should be made into the subjects abo,re mentioned ; 

AXD WHEREAS \V e have deemed it ad visahle, in the interest of the 
good governrnent of Our saru .Prov·ince, that su ;h enqniry be rnade; 

~O\V K ... TO\Y YE: that by and with th\3 addce of the Executive 
Council of Our Provinc~ of Quebec, and under th' authority of article 596 
and following of the [~~~ vised Statutes of Ollr said Provin0e, on thJ su~ject 
of enquiries concerning public matters, \Ve do coa~titutd and appJint the 
IIonorable ~lichel ~lathieu, J ndge of the SLlperior 0Jurt, DJntld ~{ac~ias· 
ter, advoeate and Qneen's Counsel, Darnase )1.as:;on, lnJrchant, all th:·ee of 
the city of Montreal, coin~is'Sioner:; to enq 1ire into thJ 1n 1.tters ani things 
hereinaf~er eu un1erated : 

A. Into the fads and circnmst~u1ces \vhich ha,~e pr~ced d, accompani0d 
causPd and followed the 1naking, signing, and grttuting of pretended con· 
tracts or engagPments between any former membl)rs _of the Executiye of 
th1s ProYince and any other person, a~ follo\YS, to ·wit : 
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1 . .An alleged engagPmcnt dated at Quebec·, F~bruary .:23rd, 1891. si
gned by Hororable Hr non~ ltfen-ier, heretofore Prime Minister of the Pro-
1'"ince of Quebec, and by which J. A. LaJ•glais was to furnish for four years 
the stationeTy in aJl the public offices of the ProYince at Quebec. · 

2. An alleged engag<'ment dated at Quebec, February, lOth, 1891. ~<i· 
gued by Honorable Charles Langelier, heretofore Pronucial Secretary, by 
which the said Charles Lat·gelier agreed to buy from J . .A. Langlais 50,000 
copies of the "\'"o lu me en ti !led " Le Sy 1 vieul \eur Illush·e " Frene h versio11, 
for the price of $25,000. 

3 . .An alleged engagement dated at Qtwbec May 2nd, 1891, signed by 
the Honorablr Charles Langelier, heretofore Provincial Secretary, and hy 
which the said Charles Langelier agreed to buy fmm J. A. Langlais 10,000 
copies of the Yolume entitkd "The Syl.-iculteur Illustre" English YPrsiou for the priee of$5,000. 

4. An alleged engagement dated at Quebec, 16th of February 1891. by 
which the Honorable Pierre Gnrueau, heretofore Commissioner of Public 
Works of the Province of Quehc, entrusted to Philippe ValliOre, of the 
city of QtwbeP, the manufadure of furniture and the purchase of ustens.Js 
intented to be used to furnish the Court House in Montreal, the McGill 
and Lava! Normal Schools, at Quebec and at Montreal, and the new prison 
for the District of Montreal. _ ___-

5. A contract dated at Quebec, the first of september 1890, bdOre 1\Ir. 
Cyrille Tessier, Notary, fOr the construetioa of an additional storey to the 
Court House, at Montreal, between the Government of the Province of 
Quebec and Charles Berger, and.all the sub-contracts relating thereto. 

6. The pa vmeut to G. H Dechesne, by the Department of Ptt bli c Works, 
of the sum of $500 on the 28th, Oct 1890 and of the sum of $300 on the 
23rd, February, 1891, under the pret••xt that lumber was to he furnished tQ 
th6l said Department by the said G. IT. Dechesne. 

7. The purchase from P. N. Breton, at l\IIontrcal, on the 15th, of April, . 
1891, of a cm·tain collP.ction of coins and medals and 2,000 copies of a book 
entitled " Le collectionneur ''. 

I 

r B. ll}to the facts and eircumstances which Preceded, accompanied, 
caused a~d followed the making, signing, execution, issue and negociation 



of the following letters of credit, promises to pay, guarantees, acknowledg
ments, requisitions and agreement~, which have been presented to th"t Trea
surer of the Province by divers public corporation and divers persons, and 
which now appear as daims against the Government, to wit, those men
tioned in schedule (A) hereunto annexed : 

SCHEDULE A 

(1) Letter of Credit of Provincial SJcretary in favor, of J. A. 
Langlais, dated lOth, February, 1891 ............................. $ '25,000 00 

(2) Letter of Credit of Prilne Minist~r in favor·of J. A. Langlais, 
dated 23rd, February, 1891, due 1st, September, 1891........ 30,000 00 

(3) Letter of Credit of Prime ~Iinister in fay or of J. A. Langlais, 
dated 23rd, February, 1891, due 1st, ~larch, 1892· .. ··• ...... 30,000 00 

(4) .Approved Account ofCyrille Dugal, against Prodncial Re-
gistrar's office, dated 30th, June 1891... .. ... .. .. ......... .......•. 989 ~3 

r" 
(5) Approved 'Account of Victor Lafrance against Provincial 

Registrar's Office, dated 6th, March, 1891...... .. ....... ......... 37 60 

(6) Approved Account of Victor Lafrance against Department 
of Public Instruction, dated 14th, May, 1891..... .... .. ....... 1,388 25 
~-

(7) Approved Account of Vic~or Lafrance against Department 
of Public Instruction, dated 13th, July, 1891......... .......... 587 51 

(8) Requisition No. 98 Cronw Lands Department, " Surveys 
Branch" dated 1st, May, 1891, in favor of Elzear Boivin.... 1,000 00 

I 

(9) Requisition No. 99, Crown Lands Department'' Surveys 
Branch," dated 4th, l\Iay, 1891, in favor Elzear Boivin...... 285 83 

0) Requisition No. 100 Crown Lands Department, "Surveys 
Branch," dated 6th, May, 1891, in favor of J. 0. Lacoursie-
re.~······· ................................................................. . 

1) Requisition No. 101 Crown Lands Department," Surveys 
Branch,'' dated 6th, May, 1891, in favorofL .P. de Courval. 

Requi~~~~~ 
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(13) Requisition No. 96 OroV\~n Lands Department, " Surveys 
Branch,'' dated 25th, April, 1891, in favor of John Bignell. $1,200 00 

(14) Ldter ofComm1ssionner of Public Works dat~=d 26th, May 
1890 advising Bank that the sum of $30,000 transferred to 
it by the "Societe Anonyme Internationale de Construction 
et d 'Entreprise de Travaux Publics" of Brussels, would be 
paid by the Government, without interest, on the 15th 
April, 1892......... ......... ......... .......... ..... .. .... ...... ......... 30,000 0(} 

(15) Approved Account of L. J. Demers & Frere against ProYin
cial Secretary's Dept. for $1200,00, transferred to Bank and 
payable 15th, July 1891. ........................................ . :...... 1,200 00 

(16) Approved Account of C. E. Rouleau against Provincial Se
cretary's Dept. for $170,00, dated Oct. 1890 and payable 
15th, July 1891...... ...... ......... .. .... ... .... .. ...... ...... ......... 170 00 

(1 '1) Letter ofDredit of Provincial Secretary dated 27th, Oct. 
1890 in favor of J. B. Provost for $2851,20 transferred to 
Bank, $1500,00 on azc of which has been paid, the balan-
ce, $1351,20, being payable after 1st, July 1892 ............. .. 

{18) Accepted Account of L. J. Demers against Pr<.>Yincial Se
cretary's Dept. for $500,00, transferred to Bellean & Co., 
and by them transferred to Bank, payable in 1893, (15th, 
July) ............................................ ~ ... ; .... ······ ............ 500 08 

(19) Letter of Credit of Provincial Secretary's dated 17th, July 
1891 in favor of J. I. Tarte, payable at 4 months, transfer-
red to Geo. Demers and by him transferred to Bank......... 3,000 00 

(20) Letter of Credit of Provincial Secretary in favor of Oadieux 
& Derome, dated 11 Nov·. 1890 for $2,000......... ...... ........ 2,000 00 

(~1) Letter of Credit. of Provincial Secretary in favor of Oadieux 

& D~rome, for $3,000, dated 24th, Nov. 1890~ transferred to 
Bank and payable after 1st, July 1891. .......................... . 

(22) Letter of Credit of Pro,rincial Secrr'tary in faYor of Cadieux 
& Derome, for $2,500,00 dated 20th, Dec. 1890, payable after 
15cli, July 1892...... .....• .•.... ...... ...... .. ..... .. ...... .... ... ...... 2,5000 01) 
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(23) LettPr of Credit of ProYincial Secretary in faY or of E. SewS
ral & Fils, dated 12th, Dec. 1890, transferrrd to Bank anJ 
payable aftt>r 1st, J ul yl891... ... ... ... ... ... .. . .. . ... ... ... .. . ... ... $1,400 00 

(24) Letter of Credit of ProYincial Secretary dated 22nd, J anua
ry, 1891, in fayor of E. Senecal & Fil8, for $2, 750.00, and 
by them transferred to Bank....................... . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. 2, 7 50 00 

(25) Letter of Credit of P1oyincial Secretary dated 15th, April 
1891, in favor of P. N, Breton, for $5,000.00, payable after 
15th, July 1891...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... .......... 5,000 00 

(26) Letter of Credit of Provincial Secretary, dated 26th, May 
18Dl, in faY or of A. Buies......... .••...... .... .. ...... ...... .. .... .. 300 00 

27) LettPr of Credit ofProYincial:St>cretary dated 7th, November, 
in fayor ofBelleau & Co., payable after 15th, July 1892...... 300 00 

(28) Letter of Credit of ProYincial Secretary, datl•d 29th, Sep-
ternber, 1890, in fayor of Ulric Bartht•, payable lOth, July 
1891 .... ......... ...... ...... ....... ......... ......... ........ ...... ...... 300 00 

(2~1) Letter of Crt•dit of ProYincial Secret a1 y, dated 25th, .Tune 
1891, in faYor of Louis Frechette, payable 1st, January- 1891. 1.500 00> 

(30) Letter of Credit of Provincial Secretary, dated 13th, NoYem
ber, 1890, due 1st, July 1891, anrl reue\ved 15th, uly 1891 
by Draft of L . .T. De1ners & fren~ on Pro~:incial S~crPtary, 
due 18th, Janu,ary 1892...... ......... ......... ....... ....... ......... 3,125 00 

(31) Letter of Credit of Pro,·indal Se.:retary. in fayor of J. D. 
Vincent dated 23rd, .A.pril, 1891, due 15th, Jauu.uy, 1892 .. 

(:32) ApproYed AcJount of J oseph D-J gal against Provincial Re
gistrar's office, for $389,16 payable after 1st, July, 1891. ....• 

(33) Draft of A. I~. Carri ·1' for $800 00 d'ltt'd 18th, May, 1891, on 
Louis Simonean, A'.!0ountant of L~gislatiy·e AssrJmbly, and 
accepted by the !alter, to the order of Hoaorable C. Lange
lier, endorsLld ··Charlt>s Langelier," & •·A. F. Carrier,'' due 
4th, No-rembt·r, 1891 and protested for non-payment ........ . 

(34) Acknowledgment and deci~iou 9th, January, 1891, by Hono
rable M. Mercier of claim of ~1r. 'Vhitfieid. & Dc!nis 're Mo-

400 0(} 

38D 10. 

800 00 



10 

del F3rm and promise of 16th, January, 1891, hy )f. }~ercicr 
t ft t . bQ,l f.)- 0. 0 o pay san1e a er nex session........................................ <ll>- -± 

(35) Letter of Credit issu('d by Cro-vyn Lands Dep:utmPnt in fa. 
J h 89 I 1 ~4 00 vor of J. B. A. Gignar, datPd aue, 25t , 1 1 or............... u 

(36) Letter of Credit issuPd by Cro\vn Lands Department in fa-

Yor <·f J. E. A. Gjgnac, dated Jnne. 25th, 1891 for.............. 450 00 

(37) LE>tter of Crrdi i~sut-d by Cro-vv-n Lands Department in fa-
vor of J. 0. Laconrsjere, datt>d July, 9th, 1891 for.............. 250 00 

(38) Letter of Credit issnPd by Crown LRnds Dt'pnrtm, nt in fa-

vor of L. Stt:•in, dated A Utf. 7th, 1891 for.......................... 450 00 

(39) Letter of Credit issu{'d by Crown Lnnds Department in fa-

-ror of H. O'Sullivan, dated Augu::,t, 11th, 1891 for............ 482 36 

( 40) Lettt>r (Jf CrPdit issued by Crown Lands Department in fa-
,·or ofO- A. Larut:', d:1ted 11th, August, 1891 for............... 200 00 

(41) Letter of CrPd.it issued by Crown Lands D<~pnrtmont iu fa-

\"Or of L. P. de CourvaJ, dated 19th, Augnst, 1891 for......... 500 00 

{42) Letter of Credit issued by Crown Lands Department iu fa-

vor of C. A. La rue, dated 21st, August. 1891 for................ 400 00 

(43) Letter of Crf'dit issued by Cro·wn Lands DPparbneut in fa-

-ror of H. O'Sullivan, dated). ugust, 27th, 1891 for........... 964 25 

(44) Letter of Credit issued by Cro-vvn Lands Department in fa-

,·or of R. Rinfrt>t, datPd Ot'tober, 5th, 1891 for.................. 432 00 

(45) LettPr of Credit issued by Oro·wu Lands Dept. in fa\rvr of J. 
P. 1-iu lbrk('y, dated 7th, Oct., 1891 fer............................ 1,400 00 

{46)·Lelter of CrPdit issned by Crovvn Lands Dopartme!lt in fa-

Yor of L. Stein, dated 12th, October, 1891 for............ ....• ... 300 00 

(47) L::ttrr of Crt'dit issued by Crown Land.s Dl>partment in fa· 

,~or of H. O'Sulli,·au, datPd Odobcr, 20th, 1891 for............ 300 00 

(48) LettPr of Crt'dit issued hy Cro1vn Lands D~p:utmt.mt'" in fa-

Yor ofH. O'SnlJi,·an, dated Outob '1', 20th, 1891 for............ 78 00 

(49) L~ttEr of Or.•dit issued hy Crown Lands DepartraPnt in fa-

,·or of L. N. Desrosiers, dated Octuber, 22nd, 1891 for......... 400 00 
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(50) Leth•r (•f CrC'dit issu d 'hy Cl'own Land~ Department in fa· 
,·or of H. O'Sulliv~n for............................. . . .............. $ 2'74 00 

(51) Lettt:>r of Cr, ·dil issuecl by Crown Lands Departmt"'nt in fa· 
l'or of C. A. Larue, d11ted November, 4th, 1891 for............. 245 52 

((52) Lettf'r of Credit issued by Cro\\Tn Lallds Drpartment in fa-
v-or o:t H. o·sulhvan, dated Ncvrmber, 14th, 1891 for......... 579 00 

{53) L~tter of Credit is~ued by Crown Lands Depadme:.t in fa-
v-or of L. Stf'in, dated 181h, Non mber, 1891 for ........ ~....... ~2 00 

(.54) L( tter of Credit isstwd bv Cro\\-·n Lands Department in fa· 
\Or of F. X. FHfard, dated 19th, NovembPr, 1891 for........... 250 00 

(55) Letter of Credit issn··d by Crpwn Lands Department in fa-
\'"Or of A. T. Genest, rbtPd 5th, Decem her, 1891 for............. 975 00 

(56) Letter of Credit issued by Crown Lands Dl~rartment in fa· 
\Or of R. O'Su11iYan, lOth, Decemb,•r, 1891 for... ............... 500 00 

(57) Letter ofCredit is.sued by Crown Lands Department in fa· 
\Or of J. B. Ronillard, dated lOth, Dt>l'ember, 1891 fot'........ 450 00 

(58) Letter of Credit issued by Crown Lands Dt~part men t in fa· 
vor (If J. B. Charleson, dated 16th, December, 1891 for........ 2,794 00 

(69) Letter of CrPdit issued by Crown Lands Department tn fa· 
yor ofC. J. Bur!oughs, dat• d 15th, Drct·mber, 1891 for...... 800 00 

(60) Letter of 0:-edit issned by Crown Lands D~-.partment in fa-
vor of J. G. Bignell, datt·d 17th, No,~ember, 1891 for............ 200 00 

(61) Letter of Crt•dit i~sued by Cro\\1 ll Lands Department in fa· 
vor o£ E. O'Sullivan. dated 27th, No,·ember, 1891 for......... 71 14 

(62) Letter of Credit isswd by Crown Lands Departement in 
favor of A. Morissette, for Desaulniers & Le blanc, dated 14th, 
Decem her, 1891 for......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . .. 630 00 

Letter of Credit issued by Crown Lands Departement in 
-""'·"·": . ., ... ~···-· favor of C. J. Burronghs, dated 15th, December; 1891 for h. 

-~~ttE!l of Credit of Provin(·ial Secretary in favor of J'o$ . 
... "., .. " .. :", payable 15th, July, 1892 for ........................... . 
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(G5) LPtter of Credit of Provineial s~cr~.>tary in favor of J os. 
Dussault for $6,000, on account of 'vhich $4,5QO has been 
adyanced by Bank ...................................................... $4,500 00 

(· 6) Approved account of Victor Lafrance, against the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction for $1,014.82, payable 15th, 
July, 1892......... ......... ...... ......... ...... ...... .............. ...... 1,014 82 

(67 Order of Hon. J. E. Robidoux, S. P. for 300 copies ''History 
of Montreal," payable August, 1891......... ..... . .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. 300 00 

(68) Account of H. J. J. B. Chouinard against Departement of 
l'rovincial Registrar, approved by Provincial Secrt>tary, 
for $200.00, payable 15th, July, 1891......... ............ ......... 200 00 

(69) Account of Louis La1nontagne, against Provincial Regis-
trar's Departement, approved by s: C. Langelier, Deputy 
Prodncial Registrar, payable 1st, .July, 1891......... ......... 150 00 

Total. ........................................ $181,253 05 

C. Into the facts and circumstances which have preceded, accompa
nied, cau:Sed and follo·wed the obtaining, receipt, paymm~t and distribution 
of certain subsidies or grants to tht:! following rail·way cornpanie3 to \Yit 

1. $28.5 !6 to the Honorable H. Mercier, h ~retofor~ Priln.j _jfinister of 
the ~rovince of Qnebec, for th~ Baie des Cha.lenrs RJil way Com.Muy. on 
the 26th, of No\·ember, 1890. 

2. $32.1-!0. To the Temiscou:1ta Railway C)lU?J.HV, on the 8th. of 
J\Iay, 1890. 

3. $7.700 to J oseph Boi \rin, Assistant-S~cretary of the Province of 
Qn ;bee, for tho Drummond Uounty Rail w .1y Co1np.1uy, on the LtJth, of J uae t 
1890. 

4. $5,000 to the said Honorable H. Merder, fJr thJ Dn1:nmond Oou•t• 
ty R3.ilway Company, on the 8 ~ h, of s~ptember, 1890. 

5. $14.946 to the said IIonorable li. ~lercier, for the Montr~al and Dt
tawa Railway Company, on the 14th. of February, 1891. 

6. $37,800 to the said Honorable H. Merci,~l', for the Great N ortheru 
Rail way Company, on the 14th, February, 189L 
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7. $20,000 to the Hereford Rail·way Company, on the 1st, of J u.ne 

1B61. 

8. $25,000 to the Canada Atlantic Company, on the lst, of June 1891 

0. $160,000 to the ~aid Canada Atlnntic Rail·way Company, on the 30th, 

of .1 une, 1891. 

10. $112,500, to the Banque du Peupl€, to rejmbJr~e it for sums of 
money by it previously adYanc('d to the trustees, Raymond Prefoutaine. 
e~quire, )L r., Fran~ois Xavier Choquette, esquire, advocate, and 'Charles 
~. Armstrong, contractor, all of Montreal, in -r!rtue of the letter of the Ho
norable 11. "1iercier, then Prime Minister, dated the 6th, of July, 1887, in 
connection \Vith the construction and rquipment of the "1fontreal and So-

rel railway. 

D. Into the facts and circumstances which preceded caused and fo1lo· 
wed the gifts, loans, advaneis or payments of the following sums by John 
Pat rick Whe lan or by the firm of Whelan & Ford, or by Daniel Ford to 

wit: 

(1) To the Honorable Honore Mercier, heretofore Prime Minis-
ter of the Province of Quebec ....................................... $13,750 

(2) To the said Honorable Honore Mercier and to C. A. Beau-
f:oleil, 11 P .................................... :...... ..................... 22,5QO A 

(3) To the said honorable Honore Mercier and to ErnPst Pa-
caudr iourna)ist of Quebec ........................................... .. 

( 4) To Achille F. Carrier, J!l. P. P .................................... . 
(5) To i.he Honorable Charles Langelier, heretofore Secretary of 

the Provi11ce of Quebec ............................................... .. 
(6) To the Honorable Pierre Garneau ..................... , .......... .. 
(7) T(}l the Honorable Arthur Turcotte, formerly Attorney-Ge-

nPraJ of the Pro·duce of Quebec .................................... . 
(8) To H. PrPfontaine, and his partners .............................. . 
(n) To th~ Honorablc Ja1nPs l\icShane ................................ . 

(10) To the said IIonorable IIonore Merder .......................... . 
(11) To the Houorable D. A. P. Pelletier, Senator...... .. ......... . 
( 12) To Enwst Pa\.!aud afort.'said ........................................ .. 
(1 ~)To Eruest Pacand aforesaid ........................................ .. 

17,000 
2,660 

2,500 
4,950 

2,6.50 
18,500 

7,100 
2,.500 
2,500 

10,000 
5,000 

E. Into a1l the fads and Dircumstanccs which are of a nature to make 
kno.w by what system, proceeding or method, by what intermediaries and 
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conditions, contracts, subsidies, positions, advances of public 
of rivers, and generally the patronage of the Government or of the 
ment-, have been obtained or granted from the 27th, of January, 188 
J6th, of December, 1891 ; 

And for that purpose, under the authority of the said article 596 
following of the Revised Statutes of Our Provint.!e of Queb3c, We do 
to the said commissionners, all the powers granted in and by the said 
ticles, and particularly the power of summoning before them a:ay 
ses and of requiring them to giYe evidence on oath, orally or in 
and to produce such documents and things as they may deem requisite 
the full investigation of the matters into vvhich they are appointed to 
mine, ~nd we do authorise the said commissioners to em)>loy a clerk, 
lHJgra:>hers and other officers who may be required, to rt•port upon 
proof, from time to time. upon each particular case herein above sne~mnl80l 
and to cause the minutes of their proceedings, the proof and their 
to be printed. 

And we dr. order that the sittings of the said commission be held 
the city of Quebec, or elsewhere, in Our said Province, if the ends of j tice require it. 

Of 8U which Our lodng subjects, and all others whom the<e presen1;t; 
a~ concern, are hereby required to take notice and to govern themsel according I y. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, We have caused these Our Letters to 
made Patent, and the Great Seal of Our said Province of Quebec to be he
r~unto affixed : WITNEss, Our trusty and Well-Beloveq. the Honorable 
AUGUSTE REAL ANGER"!, Lieutenant-Governor of our said 
of Quebec. · 

At Our Government House,in Our City of Quebec, in Our said Province 
of Quebec, this ELEVENTH day of JANUARY, in the year of Our Lord, 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two, ani in the fifty-fifth year of Our Reign. 

By command, 

(Signed) LOUIS P. PELLETIER 

Secretary. 
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The Secretary reads the oath of office taken by the Commissioners, as 
follows: 

I S\''ear ihat I \Yill exactly an~ faithfully fulfill, to the best of my 
.ability the office and duties of Royal Comn1issioner, to inquir~ into and 
report on di¥ers subjec-ts and matters relating to the good goyernment of 
the ProYince of Quebec, under the authority of articles 596 and following, 
of the ReYised Statutes of the said ProYince, relating to inquiries concern· 
ing public matters. So help me God. 

(Signed) ~I. MATHIEU 

CANADA, ~ 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, 

DISTRICT OF QU ~ EC. 

CITY OF Q.UEBEC. 

I, the undersigned. Commissioner per dedimus potestatem, do hereby cer
tify that Michel Mathieu, of the City of ::Montreal, Judge of ~he Superior 
Court, appeared before me the 11th, day of J anu~ry in~tant and took, and 
subscribed to the oath of a Royal Commissioner, to enquire into and 
report on divers suhjects and matters relating to the good government of 
the ProYince of Quebec, under the authority of articles 596 and following, 
of the Revised Statutes of the said ProYince relating to enquiries into 
public matters, the whole in accordan with the la·w in such case made · 
anq provided. 

(Signed) GUSTAVE GRENIER. 

Commisswner per ded. pot. 
Quebec, 11th January, 1892. 

I s\vear that I ·will exactly and faithfully fulfill, to the best of my 
ability the office and duties of Royal Commissioner, to enquire into and 
report on divers subjects and matters relating to the good goyernment of 
the Province of Quebec, under the authority of articles 696 and following, 
of the ReYised Statutes of the said ProYince, relating to enquiries concern-
ing public matters. So help me God. 

(Signed) D. MACMA~ER. 
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CANADA, ~ 

PROVINCE OF Q"CEREC, . 
DI~THICT OF QUEBEC. 

CITY OF QUEBEC. 

I, the undersignPd, Cominissioner·per dedimus potestatem, do hereby eer
tify that Donald }1acl\tiat-ter, Quet>n's Counsel and ad,·ocate, of the City of 
Montreal, appeared before me the 11th, day of J an nary instant and took, 
and subscribed ro the oath of a Royal Co1nmissioner, to enquire into and 
report on di,·ers suhjPds and matters relating to the good govern1nent of 
the Province of t~ueber, under the authority of articles 596 and following, 
of the Revised Statutes of the said Province relating to enquiries into 
public matters, the whole in accordance with the law in such case made 
and provided. 

(Signed) GUSTAVE GRENIER, 

Quebec, 11th January, 1892. Commissioner per ded. pot. 

I swear that I will exactly and faithfully fulfill, to the best of n1y 
ability the office and duties of Royal Commissioner, to enquire into and 
report on divers subjects and matters relating to the good government of 
the Pro-duce of Quebec, under the authority of articles 596 and following, 
of the Revised Statutes of the said Province, relating to enquiries concern
ing public matters. So help me God. 

(Signed) 
D.l\tiASSOX, 

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, 
CANADA, ~ 

DISTRICT OF QUEBEC. CITY OP QUEBEC. 

I, the undersigned, Commissioner per dedimus potestatem, do hereby cer
tify that Damase Masson, Merchant, of the City of ·Montreal, app~ared 
before me the 11th, day of January instant and took, and subscribed to, the 
oath of a Royal C.ommissioncr, to enquire into and reporton divers subjects 
and matters relatmg to the good gm·erument of the Province of QuPbec, 
under the authority of articles 596 and following, of the Revised Statutt>s 
of the said Province relating to enquiries in to public matters, the ·whole 
in accordan0e with the law in such case 1nade and provid~d. 

. (Signed) GUST.A VE GRENIER, 

Queber, 11th January, 1892 Commissioner per ded. pot. 
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Mr. Justice Mathieu announces that the Commission is prepared to 
hear any request that may be sub1nitted. 

lsidore N. Bell eau, Esquire, Q. C. infonns the Commission that he, 
with his colleague, Gustavus G. Stuart Esquire, Q. C., appears on behalf 
of the Honorable the Attorney General. 

Mr. J ustice~Mathieu announces that the commission wilr adjourn till 
Monday the eighteenth day of January instant, at ten o'clock in the fore
noon, and that in the interval, the persons who.se names appear in the 
proclam'atio'n ·will receiye notice to hold themselves at the disposition of 
the Commission. 

The Con1mission then adjourns. 

(Signed) EDMOND LORTIE 

Secretary 

2 





ROYAL CO!fMISSION 
Issued under the Great Seal of this Province of Quebec, the eleventh day 

()f J an nary, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two, 
-constituting and appointing Honorable Michel Matthieu, Judge ofthe 
Superior Court, Donald MacMaster, advocate and Queen's Counsel, 
Damase Masson, Merchant, all three of the Uity of Montreal, Commis
sionners, to make inquiry into different matters and things, concerning 
the good government of this Province, under the authority of article 
596 and following of the Revised Statutes of thi~ Province, subjeot 
of enquiries concerning public matters. 

NOTES .AND PROCEEDINGS AND TESriMONIALS OF WITNESSES 

2ND SITTING 

The eighteenth day of january in the year of Onr Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and nin~ty two. 

BEFORE: 

L'Honorable MR JusTICE MATHIEU, 

" DONALD MACMASTER, 

" DAMASE MA.SSON, 
. . 

Commissioners. 

The Cohlmission meets at 10 o'clock. The following attorneys are pre
sent: Mr. I. N. Belleau, Q. C. and G. Stuart, Q. C. on behalf of the Attorney· 
General. · 

Mr. Narcisse Hamel, ad.vocate, Q. C. asks the Commis1ion the permis 
tion to appear on .. behalfof la·Caiss d'Economie de Notre Dam:l de Quebec. 
&ranted. 

The president informs the attorneys that the commissioners iutend to 
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proceed with the investigation as quickly. as possible, in order not to 
delay both political and business men thermn concerned. 

]\,fr. G. Stuart asks to proceed \Yith the Langlais contract, 

The names of the following witnesses, who ha,·e been sum1noned, are 
then calied: P. B. Dumoulin, P. Valliilre, .T. A. Langlais, P. G. Lafrance, 
L. C. Marcoux, E. E. Webb, Felix Campeau, Jos. Boivin, L. Simoneau, ,E. 
Senecal. 

EVIDE:NCE OF :\-I. J. BOIVI:N. 

!~rh JOSEPH BOIVIN, of the City of~ Quebec, .P..~..ssistant-Secretary of the 
Province of Quebec, being duly sworn on the Holy E,~angelists, doth de
pose and say : 

By lYir. Stuart Q. C. 

Q. You are Assistant-Secretary of the Province, are you not ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Since how many years? 

A. I V\ras appointed on the 13th May, 1890. 

Q. As such, have you the cust9dy of the papers and records belonging 
to the Department of the Provincial Secretary ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Will you tell e Commissioners what was the first step taken in 
this matter, and read them the letter by which the Prime Minister gan 
notice of the contract to Mr. Langlais ? 

A. The first letter to be fotmd in the record bears date the 23rd Fe· 
bruary, 1891. All these letter• were filed together in the Secretary's De· 
partment on the 13th March, but the first letter is dated the 23th Februa 
ry, 1891, and reads as follows : 

Sir, Quebec, 23rd February, 18tH. 

I have the honor to inform you that after having conferred with my 
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colleagues, I am autorized to tell you that the Government has decided to 
grant you for the space of four years dating from the 1st March next the 
upplying of all the paper required for all the public offices under our 

control. Instructions will forthwith be given to that effect to all the· ru· 
blic dflices in the Legislative Assembly Building, to the Prothonotarv's of
fice, that of the Sheriff and th~ Police Court at Quebec, and to the offices 
<>f the Prothonotary, the Sheriff, the Police office, and of the District Ma
gistrates, at Montreal. Instructions will also be given to the registrars of 
the different districts of the Pro•dnce as well as to the Government prin
ters to purchase from you in future paper bearing a special mark. You 
will be paid for this paper at current rates. 

This only applies to the paper required in the Departments and other 
public offices above n1entioned, and in no wise the printing of such paper 
w hi eh shall be done wherever the Government shall decide. 

I have the honor to be 

Yours Truly, 

(Signed) HONORE MERCIER 
J. A. LANGLAIS, 

Stationer, Quebec. 

Q. Did Mr. L'lnglais answer this letter and on what date ? 

A. Mr. Langlai~ answered the same day, the 23rd February, 1891, by 
the following letter : 

Quebec, 23rd -February, 1891. 

To Hon. HoNORE MERCIER, 

Prime Minister, 

Quebec. 

llr. Prime Minister, 

I have just received your letter bearing this day's date, by which you 
-entrust to me for the spaee of four years, from the 1st March next, the 
:eupplyiug of a.ll the paper required in the public offices under ~he control 
~f the Government. 

As the carrying out of this contract will necessitate considerable ad· 
•ances on my part, I request the favor of being allowed facilities to obtain 
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discount from the banks. Would you kindly tell me, after taking int() 
consideration the importance of the contract, what amount you will btl. 
able to advance me. and when ? 

You will thus greatly oblige, 
• Your obedient servant, 

J .. .A. LAr:rG LAIS. 

Q. What answer did the Prime Minister giYe ? 

Offic~ of the Prime Minister, 

Province of Quebec. 

Sir, 
Quebec, 23rd February, 1891. 

I have just received your letter of this date asking me to afford you 
facilities to obtain from the banks the advances necessary to enable you t() 
execute your contract for the furnishin~ of all the paper requirPd in the 
public offices under our control. I have no objection to accede to your 
request. Taking into consideration the importance of the contract and 
the average of the sums paid for this object in the past, I may tell you 
that the Government ·will pay to you or to your order the sum of thirty 
thousand dollars ($30,000) within six months from this date, that is, cour~
ting from the 1st ~larch next. 

J. A. LANGI.~AIS, 

I have the honor to be 

Yours truly 

(Signed) HONORE ~IERCIER 

Bookseller, Quebec. 

Q. Did Mr. Langlais a~1swer this l{'tter on the ..,ame~day 1 

A. The same day.-Here is his letter : 
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Quebec, 23rd February, 1891. 

Honorable HoNORE MERCIER, 

Prime Minister, Quebec. 

Mr. Prime Minister, 

I have just received your letter which you are kind enough to inform 
me that the Government will pay me a sum of $30,000 within six months 
from the 1st. March next for the furnishing of all the paper required in the 
public offices. I take the liberty of pointing out that at the expiration of 
these six months there will certainly be due me by the Government a far 
more considerable sum than the $30,000 promised. It seems to me you 
might, without involving the interests of the Government, pay me at that 
time a sum of at least $60,000. 

r, 

Trusting that you will accede to my.just request. 

I have the honor to be 

Yours truly 

Q. Did the Prime Minister answer the same day 1 

A. Yes ; here is his ansv{er. 

Office of the Prime Minister, 

Province of Quebec, 

J. A. LANGLAIS 

Qiiebec, 23rd February, 1891. 

I have just received your letter by which you tell me that you find. 
the promise of a payment of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) within six 
months, on account of the contract, insufficient, and in which you ask me 

to double the amount. 

I regret to have to tell you that I cannot accede to your request4 In 
my opinion this (sic) thirty thousand dollars would be sufficient to pa.f 

t hat you would then have furnished to the Government. t 'tiave 
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<>bjection, however, to tell you that the Government will pay to you or to 
your order an additional sum of $30,000 in a year, dating from the Ist 
March next. 

In the hope that this will be sufficient to enable you to carry out your 
-contract faithfully, believe me 

Yours sincerely, 

HONOHE MERUIER. 

.J. A. LANGIJ.us, 

Bookst>ller, 

Quebec, 

Q. By order of date what follows in the record ? 

Prime Minister . 

A. As I said a moment ago, it is the registering of this correspondence 
in our department on the 13th March. 

Q. There is no letter showing this registering ? 

A. No. It ·was transmitted by the interim Prime Minister at tha 
time, the Hon. P. Garneau. 

Q. I believe you sent a circular about the 19th. March a~king of them 
a st2tement of the stationery they would requir~, did you not ? 

A. Yes, sir, at the request of the interim Prime Minister, who himself 
prepared this draft of it in his ' office. I sent it to all the departments of 
the Court House, and to the offices of the Prothouotary and of the Sheriff 
at Quel;>ec and Montreal. I did not send it to the registrars, offices of the 
Province. 

Q. Amongst the documents of record have you a letter of the then 
interim Prime Minister on the subject of this contract, and if so, please 
1·ead it . 

.4. Yes, here is the letter. 



Langlais's Contract-M. J. Boivin. 25 

Quebec, 1 '7th, April, 1891. 

Honorable CHARLES LANGELIER, 

Pro\'"Incial-Secretary. 

My Dear Colleague, 

1 have just sent the documents of record 140! of the Prime Minister's 
office, to wit, three letters of the Honorable Mr. Mercier (copies) and two 
letters of Mr. Langlais, bookseller, relating to the supplying of paper to the 
GovernmeDt offices, aud I beg of you to give effect to this correspondence 
agreable to what was decided by the Prime Minister 

Truly yours 

P. GARNEAU. 

Q. According to this letter it would appear that it was only on the 
17th April that the record was transmitted to the department of the Provin
eal-Secretary, would it not 1 

A. After the drafting of the circular and the sending of the circular 
on the 19th . MarcL, on the return of the Hon Mr. Langt.•lier from the United
States, I believe I sent him the record with that letter. 

Q. There is still, I believ~ a record in your department, relating to this 
contract, is there not ? · 

A. Yes; it is a letter of date the 15th. May, 1891, from the Hon. P. 
Garneau, interim Prime :Minister. 

Q. Please read it. 

A. Quebec, 15th May, 1891, 

the Honorable Sir, 

My Dear Colleague, 

I have t~e honor to ask you to kindly give instructions in your de
t§PktJltu~nt to the effect that no purchase of stationery, office requisites, &o 
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be made without an order signed either by you or your deputy-minister 

I ha,. e the honor to be 

Yours faithfully 

P. GAl~~EAU, 

Prime Minister ad interim. 

Q. Now, I see that there is an endorsement on the coYer of 
l'ecord. "\V ill you read it, if you please ~ 

A. Yes, this is the endorsement : 

This note reads as follows: 

11 November, 1891. 

Mr. Secretary decides that the binding is not to be given to M. J. 
Langlais. The question of requisites although not mentioned in the 
tract, is optional, but the intention of the Government is to deal liberal 
with Mr. J. A. Langlais. 

ll. In whose hand-writing is that endorsement~ 

A. It is my writing. 

Q. By whose order was this written~ 

A. T'his note was made without instructions frotn any body, but 
made in this way: I wanted to obtain the O?inion of the Minister i11. 
to know whether we were, in our department, bound to buy the 
requisit€s from Mr. 19-nglais. There was a division of opinion in the 
as to the interpretation to be given to the con tract ; so on the 11th No 
ber, as there \Vas an order to be given for binding, I went to the Minis 
and I nQted on the spot the exact "V\rords of his answer in order that I mig 
know myself ·what to do in giving orders in the deparbnent. I copied hi 
own words. As to the explanation which he gave me in the last \V 

which I underlined-" to deal liberally ·with Mr. Langlais "-here is 
I understood : It "V\ras that although not bound to give the patronage 
the requisites to Mr: Langlais, the Government was desirous that pn 
chases should be made fr01n Mr. Langlais as fr01n other booksellers, an( 
·even more. In the deparhnents we buy from several bookselleTs, from two: 
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three sometimes, and it '\Vas the intention of the Govern1nent, from what 
the Provincial Secretary told me in the month of November, "to deal libe
rally" ; that is to say, to buy office requisites from ~fr. Langlais in as 
large quantities as possible, to give him more patronage than to other book· 
sellers. That is what I unde1·stood. 

Q. \V ill you say if, after the 23rd. FetHuary, 1891, paper and stationery 
was bought from Mr. Langlais only, or if you continued to buy from other 
booksellers? 

A. I can only speak for my department. For the letter blanks and the 
envelopes \vhich were printed for us by the printer Vincent, Mr. Vincent 
had instructions to purchase the paper from M. Langlais, but I think he 
had to pay Mr. Langlais himself, and Mr. Vincent charged us for the paper. 

Q. Can you say for what amount stationery was purchased from that 
date from other booksellers than Mr. Langlais? 

A. The account current of the Secretary's Department with Vincent's 
firm, from the 21st. February, 1891, to November last, amounts to $690.65. 

Q. From the 23rd. February? 

A. Yes, from the 23rd. February. 

Q. Since that date did you give any order.s to :Mr. Langlais for whioh 
he \Vas paid by the department? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you a statement sent in by :Mr. Langlais or a memorJ.ndum of 
what he furnished to all the departments unde1· his contract? 

Q. No I have only·w·hat he furnished to our department. It is a copy of 
the statement that l\1r. Langlais dre·w up. I think the original prepared bv 
Mr. Langlais is in the hands of the Provincial Secretary. -

Q. \Vhat is that atn tnt 1 

A. The amount is $4c. 1.59. 

Q. You haYe not got the original~ 

A. No, I have not got the original of that. 

Q. Has there been registered in your department any Order-in·Counoil 
in any way relating to the contract in question ? 
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A. No, sir. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDENCE 01!"' lU. G. GRENII<JR 

GUSTAVE GR~NIER, of the City of Quebec, Clerk of the 
Council, aged 44 years, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, 
depose and say : 

Q. Yon are Clerk of the ExecutiYe Council? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. As such you have the custody of all Orders-in-Council 
the Executive Council ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Please state whether an Order-in-Conncil was passed auth · · 
the contract between the Government and Mr. J. A. Langlais for furnishi 
paper and stationery to the pubiic departments in the year 1891 '? 

A. No, there was none passed. 

Q. Is there anything in your department that refers to the 

A. No. sir. 

Q. Have you any official knowledge of it? 

A. No. 

And further deponent suith not. 

EVIDENCE OF 1\'1. J.J. C. MARCOUX, 

LOUIS CYRILLE MARCOUX, of the City of Quebec, Secretary Trea
surer of the Caisse d'Economie de Notre-Dame de Queb3c, aged 39 years 
being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say : 

By M. Gustave G. Stuaat Q• C. : 
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Q. You ate Secretary-Treasurer of the Caisse d'Economie de Notre· 
me de Quebec ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Has the Caisse d'Economie i:J its possession certain lt:>tters called 
ters of credit discounted by Mr. J. A. Langlais and having reference to a 
ntract between the Go,?ernment of the Province of Quebec and the 

tleman for the furnishing of paper? 

A. La Caisse d'Economie doe~ not discount, but la Caisse d'Economie 
e loans to Mr. Langlais on the collateral)ecurity of certain letters of 
't. I have these letiers here. 

Q. Will you have the kindness to produce those ·which refer to this 
utract in particular? 

A. He-w th:y are. 

Q. Will you state whet her they are the original letters bearing d.1te the 
. February, 1891, addressed to J. A. Langlais and signed by Honore 

r.d.t~rcu:' ~r Prime Minister, ,of which copies were read by Mr. Boivin, the 
1 '"''""•~10! .. just heard ? 

A. They are th · original, and I think the copies w hi eh have been read 
~·r~~poud with the originals, but I did not follow while they were being 

Q. Will you th~n have the kindness to read the letters of credit ? 

A. (The witness reads.) 

Office of the Prime Minister, 

Province of Quebec, 

Quebec, 23rd. February, 1891. 

I have the honor to Inform you'that after having conferred with my 
lleagues, I am authorized to tell ,you that the Goyernment has decided 
grant you for the space of four years from the lst. March next the sup· 
ing of all the paper required for all the public officPs under our control. 

aat:ru4~tu' >ns will forthwith be given to that effect to all the public offices 
Legislative Assembly building, at the Prothonotary's office, at 

Qf the Sheriff and of the Police Court, at Quebec, and to the offices 
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the Prothonotary, the Sheriff, to the Police office and of the District Magis
b·ates, at M ont.real. Instruetions w1ll also be given to the Registrars of 
the different distrids of the Province as \Yell as to GoYernment printers 
to purchase from you in future paper bearing a special mark. You \V ill be 

paid for this paper at current rates. 

1'his only applies to the paper required in the departments and other 
public offices above mentioned and in no wise to the printing of such 
paper, which shall be done wherever the Government shall decide. 

J. A. Langlais, Esq. 

Bookseller, 

Quebec. 

I have the Honor to be 

Yours truly, 

HONORE MEROIER. 

Second letter.-letter of credit : 

Office of the Prime Minister, 

Province of Quebec, 

Quebec, 23rd. February, 1891. 

Sir, 
I have just received your letter of this date asking :me to afford you 

facilities to obtain from the banks the advances necessary to enable you to 
execute your contract for the supplying of all the paper required in the 
public offices under our control. I have no objection to accede to your 
request. Taking into consideration the importance of the contract and the 
average of the sums paid for this object in the past, I may inform you 
that the ·Government will pay you or to your order the sum of $30,000 
within six months from this date, that is; counting from the 1st. March 

next. I hav-e the honor to be , 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) HONORE.MERCIER. 
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J. A. LANG LA Is, 

Bookseller, Quebec. 

'This letter is endorsed : Payable to the order of La Caisse d'Economie 
de N otre-Dame de Quebec. 

J. A. ~ANGLAIS, 

There is a second letter of credit which reads as follows : 

Office of the Prime Minister, 

Province of Quebec, 

Quebec, 23rd. February, 1891. 
Sir, 

I have just reeei ved your letter in which you tell me that you find 
\he promise of a payment of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) within six 
months, on account of the contract, insufficient and in which you ask me 
io double the amount. 

I regret to have to tell you that I cannot accede to your request. In 
my opinion this sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) would be sufficient 
to pay for what you would then have furnished to the Government. I 
have no objection, however, to tell you that the Government will pay. to 
you or to your order an additional sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000), 
within a year from the 1st. March next. 

In the hope that this will be sufficient to enable you to carry out 
fOur contract faithfully, believe me 

J. A. LANGLA.IS, 

Bookseller, Que bee. 

Yours truly 

(Signed) HONORE MERCIER, 

Prime Minister. 

Endorsed : Payable to the order of La Caisse d'Economie de Notre
SJamLe de Que bee, 

J. A. LANGLAIS 



• 

32 Langlais's Contract.-M. L. C. Marcoux. 

Q. At what date was the first of these letters .transferred to yout 
bank '? 

A. On the 23rd, February, 1891, as appears by the agreement of 
~igw:d by M. Langlais. 

Q. To guarantee an advance of how 1nuch? 
• • 

A. Of $30,000 payable on the 1st September, 1891. 

Q. I see that on the contract of loan there is an agreement permitting 
or obliging the bank to reimburse the interest in the event of the adyance 
being repaid before maturity of the loan: is there not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Will you read that part of the contract ? 

A. (The witness reads) : " If this loan be reimbursed before its ma
turity, the interest paid in adyance will be reimbursed at the rate of 6ozo. 
A month's notice will be exacted for the reimbursement before maturity." 

Q. HaYe you the books of tlie bank in which the account of Mr. Lan
glais is enterred ? 

A. Mr. Langlais has no deposit account at the Caisse d'Economie. He 
simply made loans from the Caisse. 

Q. How was this sum paid to him by the Caisse? 

A. By a cheque to his order drawn on La Banque Nationale. 

Q. Have you the cheque ? 

A. No, we do not withdraw cheques from La Banque Nationale, 
the cheque should be with our other cheques at La Banque Nationale. 

Q. Was this cheque drawn on the same day as the loan was 
the 23rd, February ? 

A. W1thout doubt. Mr. Langlais got the loan, and I gave him 
p,roceeds of the loan by a cheq ne to his order-an official cheque of La 
$e d'Economie drawn on La Banque Nationale. 

Q. 'l'he two loam;; '? 

A. The two loans 
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Q. Well, "~ill you state if, on the same date, he got another loan of 
$30,000, guaranteed by the second letter of credit ? 

A." On the 23rd, February, 1\fr. Langlais got another loan of $30,000 
. payable the 1st, ~larch, 1892. The proceeds of the first loan was handed 
to Mr. Langlais, with the proceeds of the firl!'t loan, by a cheque to his order 
on La Banque Nationale. 

Q. This contract contains the same clause as the other as to the pay-
ment before maturity ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was the cheque paid ? 

A. I cannot say. 

Q When was La Oaisse d 'Econ.')mie charged with the cheque by La 
Ban que N ationale '? 

A. It is this "ray : There is no mention in our bank books of the 
date on which the cheques were charged to us. We make in our bank 
book entries of all the cheques drawn on the bank, and th~ bank enters 
all the deposits, and if they are paid after some days delay, it is a question 
for the bank. \Ye ourselves do not keep a record of the date itself of the 
cheques. The cheques may be outstanding for some days and they may be 
paid the same day : · that I cannot say. · · 

Q. Did any correspondence pass between you and Mr. Langlais on the 
subject of this loan or of t~e amount which he owed the bank 1 

A. I believe I sent him "rord one day, asking him to call at the office 
in connection "yith this loan, I have not brought a copy of the letter. The 
fact is, it was 8imply a notice to call at the office. 

Q. Did you give notice to the Government or to any of the deparments 
of the Government of the ProYince of Quebec that you held these letters 
of credit? 

A. When the loan was made ? 

Q. 9r after. 

A. We did nqt give notice to the Government that these loans had 
been made, except that in the month of August we addressed a letter~ to 
the Hon. Mr. Merci~r, Prime Minister, infortning him that the letters. of 

3 
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credit which had been signed by him in favor of Mr. Langlais had been 

necrociated at the Oaisse d'Economic. 
I:) 

Q. Did you receive an answer to this 1ettPr ? 

A. I received no official answer; Mr. Mercier's secretary, whom I met, 

told me that the letter had been received. 

Q. About what date-some days after the sending of the letter ? 

A. Some days after. I could not precise the date. 

Q. Did you, at a subsequent date, write a second time ? 

A.. On the 9th, September we addressed a second letter to Hon. Mr. 
Mercier. 

Q. Would you be kind enough to read that letter? 

A. That letter reads as follows : 

Quebec, 9th, September, 189l. 

Oaisse d'Economie de Notre-Dame de Que 

To)he Honorable Honore Mercier, 

Prime Minister of the Province of Quebec, 

Quebec. 

Mr. Minister, 

On the 14th, August last, I had th~ honor to inform you that tow 
of credit of $30,000, signed by you, in favor of J. A. Langlais: 
the 23rd, February, 1891, had been negotiated at La Oaisse d 'Economie 
that one of these letters of. credit was to fall due on the 1st, SepteiJ[lm,r; 
instant. This letter of credit has not yet been paid. We did not 
payment from Mr. Langlais on the 1st, September instant, because a .... a ........ ... ,_ 

of some days was asked in order to pe.rmit the verification of the 
for stationery delivered to the Government. 

A.s we consider the delay granted a very rea;onable one, and 
since we made arrangements tu provide for the payment of this 
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credit at its maturity. I have to ask you to give the necessary instructions 
for the payment of the $30,000 to the Caisse d'Economie without delay. 

Awaiting a favorable ans·wer, 

I have the honor-to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

L. 0. MARCOUX, 

Q. Did you receive an answer to this letter 1 

A. We received no answer. 

Q. This letter of credit is on sufferance 1 

A. The letter of credit is on sufferance. 

Secretary. 

Q. Is there anything in the books of the ba.nk by ·which it could be 
fttablished to whom any part of this sum of money advanced to Mr . Lan 
~lais was paid by him ? 

A. I can see nothing at all in the books of the bank. A part from the 
interest, the amount was paid to him by a cheque to his order. 

Q. There is nothing else in the books of the bank on ihis subject 1 

A. Nothing at all, to my knowledge; and I do not believe that there 
is anything at all. 

Q. If I understood your answer, you said that there was no deposit 
...,:•·'·· ... ~~·..,. .... n t ? 

A. There is no deposit account. The Caisse d'Economie only made 
these loans. It is only a borrowing accou"Qt. 

And further deponent sai th not. 
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EVIDENCE OF lU. E. l\'IAILLOUX. 

ELIAS MAILLO"CX, of the City of Quebec, Accountant of the Depart
ment of Public "\Vorks, being duly sworn on the Holy Eyangelists, doth 

depose and say : 
Q. You are a Civil Service Ernployee, are you not? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. What position do you occupy? 

A. Accountant of the Department of Public Works. 

Q. Will you states what quantity of stationary was bought by your 
department from the 23rd February, 1891, to the end of the year, ·what 

amount and from whom r? 

A. We purchased that is to say I paid, I would not say purchassed be-
cause there may be accounts not paid-I bought and paid for $710.47. 

Q. From what book-seller? 

A. From J . .A. Langlais ? 

Q. Did you purchase from otherstationers than Mr Langlais? 

A. Very little, if any. 

Q. When, if 1 undeTstand rightly, the Department of Public \Vorks 
has purchased, from the 23rd February, 1891, to the end of the year, from 
J. A. Langlais, for the sum of $710.47 and paid him that amount ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You paid nothing to other stationers, at all eyents ? 

.A. We paid some small amounts. 

Q. Forming a total of how much? 

A. I do not know. 

By Mr. Justice Math1eu: 

Q. Do you say that these .$710.47:were paid without being dednct~d 
on the letters of credit? • 

A. It was paid a part from the letters of credit. 

And further deponent)aith:not. 
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:EYI.DRNCB OF :;)1. LAUREX'l~ SLUOX.KA U. 

LA.URJDNT SIMONEAU, of the City of Quebec, Accountant of the 
Legislatire Assembly, being duly sworn, doth depose and say: 

Q. You are a civil employe8, Mr. Simoneau '? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. \Vhat position do you occupy'? 

A. Accountant of the Legislatiye Assembly. 

Q. Will you state if there has been stationery furnished to the Legis

lative Assembly for ·which you haye paid from the 23rd February, 1891, 
to the end of the year '? 

A. Yes, sir, there was some paid for. 

Q. To whom and for \Yhat amount'? 

A. There has been paid to Mr. I. P. Dery $322.26; Filteau & Frere 
$161.85; to F. X. Garant $77.70; and to J. A. Langlais, $2,892.81. 

Q. If I understand you rightly, these are sums which have been paid'? 

A. That I paid. 

Q. From the 23rd February, 1891, to the 31st December, 1891: during 
the 1nonth of January I did not pay any '? 

Q. About vvhat date was Mr. Langlais paid the $2,892.81 '? 

A. On the 1st October I paid Mr. Langlais $899.45, the second Novem· 
be1· $866.26, and the 2nd November again, $1,127.10. 

Q. Are those all the amounts that have been paid for stationery '? 

A. All the sums that I paid for stationery. 

Q. Do you know if there are other accounts for stationery which ha,~e 
not Yt't been paid'? 

A. Yes. 

Q. To vvhotn '? 

A. To Mr. Langlais. 
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Q. To any others ? 

A. No, I do not SPe any. 

Q. Do you know if the payments which you madP were for stationery 
V\rhich had been furnished quite recently? 

A. That I cannot say: it is the chief elerk of the who offices will tell 
you that; I know nothing about that. 

Mr. Justice Mathieu: 

Q. Who approyes the accounts in your department? 

A. It is the chief clerk of the offices, Mr. Judge, who certifies them 
then they are approved by the Presjdent of the Legislative Assembly. 

Q. A.t the time you made these payments you did not know that 
advances had been made to ::Mr. Langlais? 

A. I did not know that. 

By Attorney : 

Q. Were you ever informed that advances had been made to Mr. Lan· 
glais ? 

.A. I . did not know it. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVlDENCE OF 1\I. A. E. DElUERS. 

A. E. DE~IERS, of Lauzon Village, Levis, Civil Senrice Clerk, being 
duly sworn, doth depose and say : 

Q. Do you receive the stationery for the Legislative Assembly ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It is under your control ? 

A, Yes, sir. 
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Q. Will you state about what date the stationery supplied by Mr Lan• 
glais from the 23rd February was deli \rered to your Department 1 

Q. Will you look at the arcounts 1 

A. I can not state exactly the date. I think it is the end of August or 
the beginning of September. You will see that by the accounts. 

Q. Would you look at the accounts 1 

A. The first goods were receh·ed on the 19th Septen1:ber : the order · 
may have been given some days before-a fortnight before. 

Q. What is the total Yalue of the goods delivered by him from the 
23rd February 1891 1 

A. $6,187.56. 

Q. On which he was paid how ~ uch 1 

A. On which he was paid $3,016.61. ..... that is, no ...... I cannot say 
that he was paid $3,016.61 : I certified the accounts for $3,016.61 ; but he · 
was paid $2,89~.81 according to the statement of the accountant. Th.ere:
were accounts certified to the amount of $3,016.61. 

Q. Since the 23rd February 1891, did your Department buy stationery 
from other stationers 1 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. From whom and for what amounts 1 

A. We bought from Mr. Dery to the amount of$322.26; from Filteau 
& Brother, $161.85; fro1n Mr. Garant. $77.70 ; and from Mr. Langlais to the 
amount already mentioned. 

Q. These purchases were bet\\reen the month of April and the month 
of June, I believe 1 · 

'A. From the other parties, yes, sir. The last payment \\ras made on 
the 26th, June. 

Q. Have you had occasion to make a statement of the total value of 
the stationery used in the course of a year by the different public depart· 
ments, including the Legislaihre Assembly and the Legislative Council? 

A. 1 made a statement two or three years ago, I believe, when they 
wished to mak~ a reduction of lrom ten to fifteen thousand dollars on the 

IY'4Rll~ses, so as to ascertain if this reduction on could be made and, w*hout 
lirming the amount, I think the expenses were about $20,000. 
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request of Mr. Hamel, I Ea·w a ~eposit which was made on the 24th, 
}"ebruary, 1891, of the sum of $5,178.00. That was the largest deposit 
made that month. 

Q. There was a cheque for $60,000, less the discount, drawn by La 
Caisse d'Economie on La Banque Nationale on the 23rd, February. 1891. 
Will you say if this cheque was said by the Bank and to whom? 

A. On ihe 23rd, February, 1891, there was drawn by La Caisse d'Eco· 
nomie on La Ban que N ationale a cheque for the sum of $56,172.33, to the 
order of J. A. Langlais. 

Q. To whom was this cheque paid? 

A. This cheque was paid the following day, the 24th, February 1891 
to the Union Bank of Lower Canada, who deposited it at La Banque 
Nationale. 

Q. About that date were there deposited other cheques of La Caisse 
d'Economie in fa\or of Mr. Langlais? 

A. I cannot say ·without examining the cheques. I did not remark 
ooy other deposits. 

Q. Did Mr. Langlais keep a deposit account at your bank? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You said that there v•{as deposited about that date a sum of $5, 118; 
waf3 this sum placed to ihe credit of Mr. Langlais, account ? 

A. It was deposited to the credit of Mr. Langlais. 

Q. Are you in a position to state in what way this sum was with· 
drawn by him ? 

A. I cannot say it without giving a copy of Mr. Langlais' account. 

Q. would you have the kindness to furnish a copy and to bring with 
you Mr. Langlais' cheques in the event of your having them? 

A. Yes . 

• Q. Please say how the cheque of $56,112.33, deposited, as above men
oned, is drawn '? 
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A. Here is the way the cheque reads: 

No. 19071 

$56,772.33 La Caisse d'Economie de Notre Dame de Quebec 

To the Cashier of La Banque Nationale, 

Pay to the ' order of J. A. Langlais, Esq. 

Fifty-six thousand seyen hundr~d and seventy-two 33J100 Dollars. 

L. C. MARCOUX, 0. L. ROBITAILLE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

(Stamped) La BAN QUE NATION ALE, 

Paid, February 24, 1891. 

Quebec. 

(Endorsed) J. A. LANGLAIS. 

President. 

(Stamped on back): For credit of Union Bank of Canada, Quebec. 

No. 2 E: WEBB, 

Cashier. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDENCE OF Mr. F. C~IPEAU. 

F. CA~IPEAU, of the City of Quebec, Accountant of Oontiu~•uu\i·.&,."'• 
being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say : 

By JI;Ir. G. Stuart Q. C: 

Q. You are ·a Civil Service employee, Mr. C~mpeau? 
A. 'Yes, sir. 

Q. What position de you occupy in the Civil Service ? 

A. The position of accou~tant of contingencies. 
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Jlr. Justice Mathieu : 

Q. Of the Legi-.lative Assembly? 

A. I beg your pardon, of the departments. 

Q. Of all the Departments ? 

A. Of all the Departments. 

By Mr. Stuart : 

t3 

Q. As such, the accounts for stationnery furnbhed to the Departments 
or s01ne of them come before you ? 

A. Accounts of each Department come before me, and 1 certify them : 
the deputy chief of each Department certifies the accounts, he sends them 
to me, and I pay them. 

Q. Will you state how much you haye paid for stationery from the . 
23rd, February 1891 to the end of the year ? 

A. In the Li~utcnant Governor's Department there was expended 
$255,52. 

Mr, Justice Mathieu :-You are giving a statement of the expenditure 
from the 23rd, February 1891 to the 16th, Decmnber 1891 ? 

A. Yes. I pay for all the Departments. The first amount ·was paid 
to M01·ton, Phillips & Co ; then to Holiwell, Davrson & Co. and A. 0. 
Ray1nond. 

DPpartment of the Executive Council-$243.33 ; :Th-iorton, Phillipps & 
Co ; Holland, Bros, & Young, I. P. Dery. 

President of the Executive Oouncil-$50.74 ; Holland, Bros & Youngt 
Filtean, Elzear Vinc·ent, Ohs. F. Davidson, Filteau & Fn3re. 

Provincial Secretary Department-$749.56; Wyse & Co, Holland Bros. 
& Young, J. A.. Langlais, I. P. Dery, Wyse & Oo. Spackman & Co, Fil· 
tean & Frere . 

.J.lf1'. Justice Matlzieu : 

Q. 'Vhat is the amount of j1 r Langlais' account comprised In that 

sum 1 
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A. $123.63. 

Provincial Registrar- $39'7.95 ; Spackman & Co., I. P. Dery. 

Attorney General's Department- $380.00; Filteau & Frere, Spackman 
& Co., H. J acob, I. P. Dery, Elzear Vincent, Lyon & Paterson, Holland 
Bros. & Young, T. Lyon. 

Treasury Department - $2'7 4. 72 ; Wyse & Co., Spackman & Oo., C. 
Holiwell, Dickson & Co., Elzear Vincent, Robertson & Oo., Dawson & Oo. 

Auditor1s Office:- $308.68 ; Elzear Vincent, Filteau & Frere, H. J acob, 
J. A. Langlais, Lyon & Paterson, Wyse & Co., E. Hart & Cc .. 

Controller's Office, Treasury Department : $287.93 ; F. X. Garant, 
Filteau & Frere, Drysdale & Co. Rice, Sharpley & Son, J. A. Langlais, 
Jpark1nan & Co., Elzear Vincent. 

Cro\Vll Lands Department : $3,715.82 ; With reference to this I may 
say that there are hvo accounts for stationery and printing, the details of 
'V\~hich I have not got. As I ha\~e the entire account I put the stationery 
.and the printing. The whole amounts to $3,715.82 ; L. Drouin & Frere, 
Rice, Sharpley & Co., J. A. Lar glais, Lyon & Paterson, Elzear Vincent, Pru· 
neau & Kirouac, F. L. Parent. 

Department of Public Works :- $1,018.97 ; L. Drouin & Frere, P. 
Gauvreau, J. A. Langlais, H. J acob, Elzear Vincent. 

D~partment of Agriculture and Colonization : $666.70 ; J. B. Rolland 
Filteau & Frere, Elzear Vincent.· 

Department of Public Instruction : $837.76 ; Filh~au & :Frere, J. A. 
Langlais, Spaekman & Co., Dawson & Oo., George Bishop & Oo., T. J . 
.Moore & Oo., T. Lyon. 

The total of these different a1nounts is $11,197.68. 

By Mr. Stuart : 
ur 

Q. That does. not comprise the sums which have been paid by yo 
Department 1 

.A. As accountant of the contigencies for these different departments, 

I produce as Exhibit No. 1 the statement which I have just read. 

Mr. Justice Mathieu : Q. I would 'like to have some explanations. 
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You say that you. paid these different amounts : does the Treasurer not 
pay? 

A. I am the accountant for the unforeseen e:x:penses of all the depart
ment~. 

Q. Haye you money at your disposition? 

A. J have cheques at my disposition. 

Q. How~ 

A. Cheques \\Thich I give ·on a certificate of the deputy-chiefs of the 
departments. 

Q. You yourself draw on the funds of the Province, and it is paid? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That does not go through the Treasurer's office? 

A. Each department issues a warrant. \Vhen I ha,~e no more funds, I 
write to the department saying that I ha,~e no funds. 

Q. And you expend the an.10unt which is put at your disposal, as you 
see fit, without control ? 

A. I am controlled by the Auditor. 

Q. Does each amou~t that you pay not go through the Auditor's 
office, in order to see if it is voted by the Assembly '? 

A. The amount is voted en bLoc. 

Q. The Auditor does not control your payments at all? 

Q. He controls them after I have paid them. The money c01nes fr01n 
the Treasury Department. The warrant comes to ~e frOin the Trea
sury Department. 

Q. He controls but after it is paid ; so that if you exceed the appropria
tion, or ifyou pay amounts ·which are not authorized, it is paid and then 

cC'ntrolh\d? 

A. Each Department controls its expenses, has the control of its con
ting·encies. From the 1noment that they send me a certificate, I take it for 
granted that the certifiC'ate is correct. 
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Q. You did not know that ad y·ances had been made to Mr Langlais 
you had not kno\vledge of the contract which had been passed between 
the Go\·ernment and Mr. -Langlais, when you made these purchases and 

paid these amounts 1 

A. I did not purchase, I paid. 

Q. When you paid these amounts you had no know ledg,~ of the con• 

tract existing between .the Government and Mr. Langlais 'J 

A. I knew it indirectly, like that. 

Q. Did you know that considerable adyances had been made tG :Mr. 

L~~~s? · 

A. I did not know that: I only knew the part that concerned myself 

and haYing seen it. on the news papers. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDENCE OF Mr. E. LEPAGE. 

ENOOH LEP AGE, of the City of Quebec! Accountant of the Deparr· 
ment of Crown Lands, of the Province of Quebec, being duly sworn on 
the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say: 

Q. Will you state what amo:1nt the D~partment of Crown Lands has 
paid to Mr. Langlais for stationery from the 23rd February, 1891, to the 

end of the year 1 

A. $4,451.30. 

Q. '\Vas that sum given as an advance to Mr. Langlais? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What amount and when? 

A. On the 2nd November our conting~ncy fund in the hands of :Mr. 
Campeau was exhausted; I paid to Mr. Langlais $1,281.60 out of a special 
fund; of this there was $500 for which Mr. Langlais was to furnish goods 
later on. 
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Mr. Justice Mathieu: 

Q. For what purpo~e was this special fund destined? 

A. It is the balance of the appropriations w hieh remain on hand each 
year, and which is deposited in the bank in the name of the Commissio
ner of Crown Lands under the tittle of" Special Fund;" when the appro
p iation for the contingencies or other branches are short, we draw on 
this fund and reimburse it when the contingencies are voted. 

Q. When the fiscal year has expired and an appropriation voted by 
the Legislature has not been expended, do you not deposit that to the 
credit of the Treasury Department ? 

A. It has not been done these late years. 

Q. Is that the rule . 

A. It is the law. 

By Attorney : 

Q. By whose order was this ad van ;e made'? 

A. By the Commissioner himself, Mr. Duhamel. 

Q. Is that advance still due to the Department by Mr. Langlais ? 
. 

A. Mr. Langlais supplied a great deal of goods since that, but he has 
not yet given the account; he must have supplied a great deal more than 
that amount. · 

Q. Since what date ? 

A. Since that date there. 

Q. The second N ovem her ? 

A. Since the 2nd Novell?-ber. 

Q. 1891 '? 

A. 1891. 

Q. Are you in J. position to state fGr about what amount he supplied 
IOI '' .• JIIt1llll6 '? 
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A. No ; I know that he supplied a great deal, particularly in 

ginning of December, but I cannot say what amount. 

Q. What portion of this account of $4,451.30 was paid out of the con· 

tingencies by Mr. Campeau 1 

A. $1,281.60 was paid out of the" Special Fund" and $400 out of the 

fund furnished by the Cadastral Branch. 

Q. wen, except the sums of $1,281.60 and $400, the balance oft 

$4,451.30 has been paid by Mr. Campeau 1 

.A. Yes. This amount of $1,000 was an advance; on the lOth A 
there was an ad'\"ance made of $1,000. On the 2nd Noyember he 
with an advance of $1,'181.60 ; upon that he was paid $1,281.60 out of t 
"Special Fund," leaYing a balance of $500 on tne advance which he got 

the 11th August. ' 
Q. Then. there would remain due,•ccording to the books of the 

partment, $500 1 

.A. On the 2nd Nove1nber he owed $500. 

Q. The balance of the $1,000 which had been advanced to him on 

11th August 1 

A. Ye~. 
Q . .And you state that since that date he has delivered 

amount which you believe exceeds $500 1 

.A. Yes, certainly. 

Q. Had you any knowledge that advances had been 
Langlais on account of stationery that he \vas to furnish'? 

A. Not apart from what I have just Raid. 

Q. That is, the $1,000 '? 

A. Yes, Generally, I did not occupy myself with the con 
I had an assistant, Mr. Parent, and it was hew ho had char(J'e of the 
ry; I never had anything to do whith it ;"\:it is only sin~e the 
October that I have had anything to do vdth it: he~died in the 
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of October, and I have looked after it since. The statement which I give 
there is one which I ha,·e taken from the books of Mr. Parent. 

Q. You knew nothing at all about the advance of $60,000 which had 
been made? 

A. No, sir. 

The statement just referred to by the witness is now produced as 
Exhibit No. 2. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDENCE OF Mr ARTHUR DIO~NE. 

ARTHUR DIONNE, of the City of Quebec, being duly sworn on the 
Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say : 

Q. What position do you hold, Mr. Dionne ? 

.A.. I am a law student, and at present, I am private secretary to Mr. 
Pelletier. 

Q. Is it to your knowledge that Mr. Langlais gave a statement of the 
amount of stationary furnished by him to the Departm~nts under the 

~...,.r,.o,r>T of the 23rd, February 1891 ? 

Q. Will youJook at the statement now shewn you and say if that ae
t is a copy of the original" which you yourself have verified ? 

.A. Yes Sir ; · I believe that is it. 

Q. Are you certain that is it ? 

.A. Yes. 1 am very eertain that that is it ? 

Q. Where is the original ? 

A.. I do not know where the original is : it must be in 
Pelletier. 
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Q. Were you present when Mr. Langlais stated that he had supplied 

for an amount of $11,705.93 in all ? 

A. I saw him sign, myself. 

Q. At the foot of the statmnent of vV hi eh this is a copy ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is it the amount which he furnished and for which he was no 
paid by the letters of credit or does this amount take in the items for wh· 
he ,,·as paid a part from the letters of credit ? 

A. It is the amount which he furnishes. 

Q. To be imputed on the letter of credit ? 

A. I do not kno·w. 

The statement aboYe mentioned is produced as Exhibit No. 3. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDENC~~ OF Mr. WEBB. 

EPHRAIM ELLIOTT WEBB, of the City of Qu~bec, Cashier of 
-Union Bank of Canada, aged 38 years, who being duly sv.rorn on the H 
Evangelists, doth depose : 

Q. You are cashier of the Union Bank of Canada ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you occupied this position in the month of February last? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Will yon state whether there was deposited 1n your bank in 
boo a cheque drawn by La Caisse d'Economie on La Banque N ationale 
the order of .T A. Langlais for $56, ~~2.33 ? 

A. There appears to have been a cheque sent into La Banque N 
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.nale from us on the twenty-third-the night of the 23rd or morning of the 
24th February for that ainount, but I c;ould not give particulars of the 
cheque without seeing it. 

I· 
Q. To whom was this cheque deposited? 

A. According to the account it appears that a portion of it went to Mr. 
Pacaud's account, and the balance, I presume, must have been drawn in 
cash. On the 23rd February a deposit of $24,000 was placed to the cr~dit 
.of Mr. Pacaud's account. The deposit slip is apparently made out by our 
paying-tdlPr, so I presume a larger cheque handed to him, and the balance 
paid over the counter in cash. 

Q. Who is your paying-teller '? 

A. Mr. John Laird Jr. 

Q. He is ill just now '? 

A. He has been ill for the three or four weeks. 

Q. You say this sum of $24,500 was part of this cheque of $56,772.33 
drawn upon La Ban que N ationale '? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any means of tracing the balance of that $56,772.33 ? 

A. No. I have examined the books, and I see no other explanation 
that it was paid over the counter in cash. 

I haYe a copy of Mr Pacaud's account from February 1891 to Decem• 
her 31st, 1891. 

Witness exhibits copy of account. 

Q. Have you got the cheques drawn by Mr Pacaud on this account 
· g that time '? 

A. No. they have been returned to him. 

Q. At what date were they returned'? 

A. It was shortly before Mr. Pacaud left for Europe : I don't remem
the exact date. 

• 
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Q. In the month of August last 1 

A. I think about that time. 
(..l. Just about the r e of the investigation before the Senate Ill the-

matter of the Baie des aleurs Railway ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you able to state whether any cheques drawn by Mr. Para-ad 
upon the account were deposited to any other account in your bank 1 

A. No, I couldn't say. 

Q. Would any inyestigation of the books of the bank diselosd whe· 
ther anv deposits of monies arising from this account were made 1 

A. I don't see how it would be possible to trace any of them vdthout 

the cheques. 

Q. Would the deposit slips not shew ? 

A. Not without the cheques, the deposit slips would not she\V where 

the money came from. 

Q. The cheques "rould not be identified in any way. 

A. No. 

Mr. Justice Mathieu: Is it to your knowledge that Mr. Pacaud ga· 
\re any value or any consideration for the amount of $24,500 deposited on 
that day 1 

A. No, I could n't say. 

Mr. Stuart: 

Q. Can you say whether at that time any notes were retired by 
Pacaud-either his own or other notes -out of the money ? 

. A. By inyestigating th~ books I rnight s~e "rhether any notes 
rehred on the dates on whiCh these cheques were issued-any notes 
Mr. Pacaud's or on "rhich his name appears. 

Mr. Justice Mathieu : 

Q. But you could not see without having the cheques whether 
are connected with this money 1 
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A. Not unless it was somd spaeiallarge amount. 

Mr. Stuart: 

53 

Q. I notice in the account that there was transferred to Montreal, on 
24th February, a sum of $25,000, is that so ? 

A. Yes, on the 24th February there appears to have been a transfer. 

Q. To what' bank would that transfer ha ye been made ? 

A. I presume it would have been made through our Montreal office. 

Q. Did Mr. Pacaud keep an account a.t your Montreal office ? 

A. No, I think not. 

Q. Was there one opened by him at that time ? 

A. I think not. I think the transfer was probably made to our Mon-
l office to the credit of sotne other party. 

Q. Or another bank ? 

A. Or another bank. 

Q. Are you able to tell us to whose credit the transfer was made or to 
what bank 1 

A. I will go down to the bank and investigate the account. 

Q. Kindly take a note of it and do so. 

I notice that on the 26th February there is a note for $20,000. Was 
discounted by the Bank ' 

A. I think so. 

The credit entered of $19,943 would probably be the renewal of the 
nuo.:aw, .... na discount of $20,000, and this note of $20,000, would be the one 
tuar~~ed on the same date. 

Mr Justice Mathieu : There was a note of $20,000 that matured on 
day 1 

A Yes, it appears hy the account. It was a renewal of a note of · $20,· 
which m&tured that day, and the original note was charged to the 

t. 
Mr Stuart: Can you now state what security, if any, was held by 
bank for that discount ? 
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A. No, I would have to investigate that. 

Q. Would you kindly do so and se~ if it has anything whatever to c;lo 
with the matters now before this Commission ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Will you state how much was withdrawn out of t,his deposit of 

$24,500 on the 24th, and 25th, February ? 

A. About $15,000. 

Q. \\Till you kindly look ·at the chPque now produced being that 
drawn by the Oaisse d'Econ01nie on La Ban que N ationale, to the order of 
J. A. Lan_glais, dated 23rd, February, 1891 for $56,772.33 and stat(l ",.he
ther that it is the cheque "rhich passed through your bank and ont of 
which the $24,500 were ~eposited to the credit of E. Pacaud ? 

"\Vitness takes communication of cheque. 

A. It is. 

Mr, Justice Mathieu : 

Q, You say about $15,000 ·were drawn from that account 
24th and 26th, February ; I see no",. that $25,000 vvere sent 
out of Mr l'aeaud's account. 

A. The question "Tas on a transfer of $25.000. The way I ascer· 
tain that is that I see here ; one-eighth, co1nmission on a transfer on the 
24th, charged to Mr Pacaud's account-$31.25, that was com1nission on 

$25,000. 

Q. But the money transfened was not taken frorn Mr Pacaud's 

count ? 

A. I think YC'l'Y likely the money will prove to have been taken 
the b3.lance of this cheque, but I could not say positiYely uutil I look in 
it. 

Q. The balance that is supposed to have been paid in cash '? 

A. The balance that is supposed to have b3en paid in cash, the 
fer was made from that. 

Mr. Stuart : 

Q. In what way can you esb.blish that fact, Mr W ebb ? 
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By examining our account with our Montreal office. 

Would you be able to do that for 2 o'dock, after the adjournment 

A.. I think so, yes. 

Q. Kindly do so. 
Further examination of witness is adjourned till 2 p. m. 

At 2 p. m. Examination of witness is continu~~d by Mr. Stuart Q. C. 

Q. Have you since the adjournment ascertained in what manner the 
of the $56,772.33 was disposed of by Mr. Pacaud 1 

A. In looking over the books I find that $25.000 was placed to the 
't of the Honorable Mr. Merder through our Montreal branch. I ha\e 
a copy of the "Advice Slip" which reads aP& follows: " .Union Bank 

Canada, Quebec, February 23rd, 1891. 

" To the Manager, 

'' Montreal, 

r Sir, 
"I Advise at your credit, Hon. Mr. Mercier. $25,000. You will please 

pay this amount into the Bank Jacques-Cartier for the Hon. M. Mercier 

credit to-morrow morning, 24th." 

(Signed). W.F.S. 

Accountant." 

Q. Can yon stale w heth ·~r as a matter of fact this sum was sent to 
ntreal and placed to the credit of Mr. M~rcier: 1 

l\. Yes, I belieYe that it was : I have heard nothing to the contrary. 

Q. "But are you able to account for the balance 1 

A. I can account for it, no other way than that it was paid in cash 

across the counter. 

Q. To Mr. Pacaud 1 
A. To vrhoev~r presented the cheque : I presume it was Mr. Paca1.1d. 

Advice note is filed a'3 Exhibit No 5. 

Mr. Justice Mathieu : 
Q. Do l understand you to say that you believe the amount was paid 
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over to Mr, Mercier ? Are you sure the amount was paid ? Was it debi
ted~? 

A. Yes, it was debited ; and I heard nothing, the contrary, so I take 
it for granted it was paid. 

Mr. Stuart: You were asked to produce a copy of Mr. Pacaud's deposit 
account from February to the end of the year. 

Witness exhibits statement. 

Q. It establishes that on the 16th, February there was to his credit 
$46,500? 

.A. '!'here was a deposit made on that day opening the account. 

Q. That is the beginning of the account ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the total amount to his credit up to end of the year, the 
31st, December, is $211,527.15 ? 

A. That is the total amount placed to his credit during that period. 

Q. Would that represent the amount of his deposits '? 

A. No, there are some discounts. 

Q. Can you glance through and state \Yhat the gross amount of depo
sits were'? 

Mr. Justice Mathieu, addressing Mr. Stuart : 

You are sure you are not going beyond the scope of thP. enquiry '? 

Mr. Stuart : That occurred to me ; but it is proof that once made ·will 
not have to be gone over. There are so many concerned in these matters ... 
that is proof we won't have to go back upon in the various subjects to be 
enquired into. 

Mr. Justice Mathieu : It is very desirable you should confine yourself 
to the subject matter of the present enquiry as the parties are not here. 
I think they must be protected as to the other transactions. 

Mr. Stuart : I will then limit it, if the commissionners think it 
right to do so, for the months of February and March, I think that certainly 
comes within the scope of this enquiry. 
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Q. You will just simply state the gross amount of deposits for the 
ths of February and March ? 

A. About $78,000. 

Mr. MacMaster: 

Q. Mr. Webb, when did you first see the cheque for $56,000? 

It would not come before me. 

Q. It would not corn~ before you in the course of business ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did I understand you to say that it came to the bank on the 23rd, 
24th? 

A. It came on the 23rd, but was sent into the Banque Nationale on 
he 24th, the deposits going in the following morning. 

Q. It was got by your bank on the 23rd '? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Before it was actually accepted by the Banque Nationale '? 

Certainly ; it is a bank cheque, so we would not send it in for ac· 

Q. The $25,000 that were sent to Montreal on the 24th, in what form 
they remitted ? 

A. Simply the advice note that I read. 

Q. Did you get any return advice from your branch'? 

A. No, but the amount would haye been outstanding had it not been 
; and I know that no such amount is outstanding. 

)tr. Justice Mathieu : I suppose you exchange accounts now and 
? 

. And they send you the account shewing that they had paid the 
mn:~:--at least it appears so '? 
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A. It appears so. 

Mr. MacMaster : It not appearing as ·outstanding, it would nec~ssari-
ly haYe been paid'? 

A. If it V\Tere not paid, il would appear as outstanding, which it does 

not. 
Mr. Stnart : Is there any other account which would correspond for 

that deposit except the one that w J.S sh ~wn to yon '? Is there any other 

amount r? • 
A. No, no other amount. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDENCE 0~, ~I. GEORGJ:<l H. BALFOUI-t. 

(January 28th, 1892.} 

GEORGE I-I. BALFOUR of the City of Montreal, Manager Union 

Bank. 

Q.-You are the Manager in Montreal of the Union Bank of Canada ? 

A.-I am. 

Q.-\V ill you state \Vhether on or about the twenty fourth of February 
last you received an advice from the head office in Quebec directing you 
to pay to the J acques Cartier Bank in Montreal to the order of the Honora· 
ble Hon01e Mercier a sum of twenty fiye thousand dollars ($25,000.00) ? 

A.-I did. 

Q.-Was it on the t-wenty fourth of February'? 

A.-Yes, on the twenty fourth of. February w ~ received it here. It is 
dated the twenty third of February in Quebec. 
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Q.-Did you pay over to the J acques Cartier Bank this sum of twenty 
thousand dollars to the credit of Honorable Honore Mercier 1 

A.-Yes. 

Q.-How was this done 1 

A.-We charged it to the Quebec office and we credited it .in our 
fifl4]{)R~s to the J acques Cattier Bank. 

We advised the J acques Cartier Bank that '"Te had dune so and the 
ues Cartier Bank through their Manager dre·w a cheque upon us for 

amount, twenty five thou8and dollars ($25,000.00). 

Q.--Will you kindly read the advice note received· from the Bank in 
Quebec'? 

A.-Yes. 

Q.-On the twenty fourth of February (24th Feby.), the Manager of 
the Jacques Cartier Bank drew a cheque which you now have for this 
twenty five thousand dollar~ ($25,000.00) 1 

A.-Yes. 

Q.-And it "\VIiiS passed through to the credit of the Bank through the 
clearing house in the ordinary way '~ 

A.-Yes. 

Q.-On or about the Pleventh (11th) of February last was there an 
. ... 'WO' .......... from the head office in Quebec to the credit of Mr C. A. Geo:ffrion 

sum of seven thousand dullars ($7,000.00) 1 

A.-Yes on the fourteenth (14th of February). 

Q.-How was thjs done 1 By letter or telegram'? 

A.-It was telegraphed on the fourteenth of February and confirmed 
letter on the same date, and it was paid on the fourteenth (14th) of 

ary. 

Q.-To whom was it paid '? 

A.-Mr. Geoffrion drew a cheque for it of seven thousand dollars. 1 
the cheque. It came from the clearing house the following day. 

Q ---Will you state what the terms of the telegram were'? 
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A.-The telegram read '' Send immediately and pay 0. A. Geoffrion, 
Q. C. seven thousand dollars ($7,000.00) which I now confirm." 

Q.-What is meant by " send immediately " 1 

A.-It is a cypher word, 

Q.___:Did you notify M. Geoffrion or did Mr Geoffrion know that that 
seven thousand dollars ($7,000.00) was on deposit 1 

A.-I cannot say. The cheque is dated the same day, so apparently 
he knew it, for the cheque was accepted the day we got the telegram. 

Q.-The cheque is a cheque on your bank for the seven thousand dol· 
lars ($7,000.00) signed by_ Mr. Geoffrion and certified on the fourteenth (14th) 
<>f February one thousand eight hundred and ninety one by your Bank1 

A.-Yes. 

Q.-It has apparently been deposited in the Banque du Peuple? 

A.-Yes it came through the Banque du Peuple-it was deposited on 

the fourteenth (14th) February. 

By Mr. MacMaster : 

Q. Is the cheque drawn to bearer? 

A.-Yes, the seven thousand dollars cheque is drawn to bearer. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVlDENCE OF lUr. WILBROD DUBE 

. WILBROD DUBE, of 'the City of Quebec, Civil Service:·employee, 
being duly sworn on the IIoly Evangelists, doth depose and say : 

By ~Ir. Gustavus G. Stuart Q. 0. ; 

Q. You are a civil employee 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
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In the Attorney General's Department'? 

Q. Will you state· if, from the 23rd February, 1891, to the end of the 
any stationery was bought from any person other than M. J. A.. 

~, ~mgJlai·s '? · 

A. Yes, sir. Our stationery was generally bought from Mr. Vincent, 
t .towards the middle of September-it is I who distribute the statio· 

•~~\'l·.nEr.tv--there was some wanting, there were some envelopes wanted and 
r~:n?4rt~ .. 'Q were given me to go to Mr. Langlais: that was about the 15tli Sep

tember, and since that time all that was required was got at Mr. Langlais'. 

Q. Will you furnish a statement 8hewing the quantity of stationery 
bougltt from Mr. Langlais and the quantity bought from other booksellers 
froUl the 23rd February to the end of the year ? 

A. There is no memorandum of those things kept ; but as to Mr. Lan
glais it is easy to say, because he has not furnished a large quantity since 
the month of September up to the present: I suppose we got five or six 
thou~and envelopes and a little foolscap paper, blotting paper and wrap
ping paper, that is about all. 

Q. Did he send a bill for that? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have bills been sent by the other stationers'? 

A. I cannot say. You see, the accounts are approved by the Deputy
Minister, certified by whoever receives the goods, and the man who had 
hharge of that, Mr. Cote, is dead. It is possible that accounts have been 
received and approved ·without my knowing it. Mr. Campeau could ascer• 
tain that; he has all the accounts that have been paid. On New Year's 

also there were some calendars received. From the way that they 
r.~~.amtA I do not think the Department ordered them . 

.And further deponent saith not. 
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EYIDI~' CE OF LOUIS CYRILLE ?viAOC~lUX. 

LOUIS CYIULLE 1'1A RCOUX, of the City of Qul-'brc. Srcn~tary
surer oft~h' Cais._,~ d' ~conomie de Notre-Dame de Quebec, aged thirty· 
eyars, being duly sworn ou the Holy Evangt~lists doth dt~pocie and say : 

Q. Mr. Marcoux, <lS you ha,~e alrefldy said, you are Secretary-Troll 

rer of tht~ Caiss1' d'Economie d t• No:re Dame de Qnebec? 

A. Yes, sir . 

. Q. Please 8tate whether the Caisse d'Economie now holds a letter 
credit di~conut~d hy J_ A. Langla1s and relati ng to a salt' made hy him to 
the Government of the Province of Quebec of a book called " Le Sylv-icul· 

teur illustre? " 

A. As I stated in my first d€lposition, the Caisse d'Economie doe~ not 
discount. "\V e 1nade loans on the collate1 a l security of letters of credit. 
On the 11th February, 1891, th~ Oaisst' d'Economie made a loan to J. A. 
Langbis of $22,500 on 1 he t~ollateral security of a letter of credit signed by 
the Honorable Secretary of the ProYince bearing date the lOth Febrna V, 
1891, and which r\'ads as follows : 

Department of the Secretary of the Province, 

Minister's Offict.~, 

Qu.ebec, February lOth, 1891 
Mr J. A. Lallglais 

Bookseller & Publisher, 

Dear Sir, 
I haYe the honor to inform you that the Go .. ,.erurnent has deci 

agreably to your request, to purchase 50,000 copit->s of the volume eutitl 
" Le Syh·ieulteu: Illustre ",at the rate of 50 cts a copy, the wholeamoun, 
ting to a sn~ of $25,000.. An it~,m for this sum vvlll appear in thP bud~et 
for next sessiOn. The said sum shall be paid after the ~essiou to t h1~ h 
of this letter bearing your endorsement. 

(Sig t1ed) 

I remain, 

Yours truly, 

CHARLES LANGELIER, 

Proyincisl 
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(Endorsement) Please pay to the order of the Caisse d'Economie de 
otre-Dame de Quebec. 

(Signed) J. A. LANGLAIS. 

Some time afterwards, ·when Mr. Langlais delivered the volumes to the 
Department, we caused to be transferred to us an account certified correct 
hy the Hon. CharleF: Langelier, Provineial-Secretary. This account, as I 
have stated, is also transferred payable to the order of the- Caisse d'Econo
~e de Notre-Dame de Quebec. 

Q. What is the date ofthe account 1 · 

A. The account bears date the 14th October, 1891, and reads as fol
lows: 

QuebeC', 14th, October, 1891. 

Department of the Provincial S··cretary 

DR. 

To J. A. LANGLAIS, 

Bookseller & Pub1isher. 

50,000 Copies of the "Sylviculteur Canadien Illustre" at 50 cts .•...• $25,000 

Received from J. A. Langlais, Esq., 50,000 c~opies of the '' Sylviculteur 
Canadien '' deposited at Provost's, and the remainder at my office. 

14-9-91. J. GAUVREAU. 

Certified Correct. 

CHARLES LANGELIER, 

Provincial Secretary. 

(Endorsement) Please, pay to the order of the Caisse d'Economie de 
Notre-Dame de Quebec, the above amount. 

Qu~bec, 9-11--91 
J. A. LA.NGLAIS. 

We held this account at the Caisse d'Economie without endorsement. 

When Mr. Langlais came to the office he endorsed it and entered the 
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Q. Now, Mr. Marcoux, what amount did the Caisse lend Mr. Langlais 
on the security of this letter of credit and when'? 

A. On the 11th February, 1891, the Caisse d'Economie made a loan of 
$22,500 on the security of this letter of credit. 

Q. How was the money given to Mr. Lang1ais ? 

A. The amount of the loan was paid to Mr. Langlais by a cheque to 
his l)rder drawn against the account of La CaiBse d'Economie at La Banque 
Nationale. There were three cheques. 

Q. Three cheques for this a1nount of $22,500 ? 

A. Yes. Mr. Lan~lais had asked us to give him the amount in two 
cheques. The clerk who drew the cheques made the two first for $11,125 
instead of $11,250. As these two cheques amounted to only $22,250, he 
made another cheque for $250 in order to complete the amount, so as not 
to annul the other two cheques; so that the loan was paid by two che· 
ques of $11,125 each and $250. 

Q. v.rr as any part of the proceeds of this loan deposited at La Caisse 
d'Economie ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you any means by which you can retrace ·where and to \vhom 
this money was paid by Mr. Langlais ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. There is absolutely nothing in the books of the Barik ? 

A. Nothing at ·an ; because the cheques having been given him, it 
afterwards became the business of La Ban que N ationale to pay th8m ; and 
as our cheques ha-v-e not been ·withdrawn from the bank, we cannot say to 
w horn they were paid. 

By ~Ir. Justice ~Iathieu : Q. And you are not personnally aware of 
it ? 

A. No, Your Honor, I do not knovv it personnally. 

By Mr. Stuart : Q. Did Mr Langlais inform you in any ·way of the 
use he intendeJ to make of this money ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Was the transaction between him and the Bank made with you 
or with another employee or director ? 
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A. As to the loan itself the transaction was made by me under ins
m<}llcms from the President of La Caisse d'Economie, Mr. Chevalier ~ 

Q. Mr. Robitaille is now ill, I believe'? 

A. Seriously ill. 

I produce as Exhibit No. 4 a certified copy of the agreement of loan 
pa~Bed between La Caisse d'Economie and J. A. Langlais, bearing date the 
11th, February, 1891. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDEXCE OF Mr. J. BOIVIN. 

JOSEPH BOIVIN, of the city of Quebec, assistant-secretary of the 
Province of Quebec, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists doth depose 
and say: · 

Q. As you have already stated, Mr. Boiyin, you are the Assistant Pro· 
vincial Secretary 1 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You ha ye the custody of the records of the Department 1 

A Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you produce and exhibit the recor~ r-elating to the purch~e 
the Provincial Sjcretary of :10,000 copies of the" Sylviculteur Canadien 
ustre," french yersion 1 

A. Yes, sir, it is record 590. 

Q. This re :ord consi-;ts solely of a copy of a ldter of a credit bearing 
1 

A. Braring date the 10th, February, 1891. 

Q. The original ofwhi<..:h is now in the possession of La Caisse d'Eco
de Notre-Dame de Quebec'? 

5 
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A. I don't know. 

Q. You have heard the deposition of Mr. Marcoux ~ 

A. Yes. 

Q. Well, it so appears by that deposition? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there in your department any order-in-council relating to 
pul<.:hasse ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. I see on the cover of the record a note of n h•ttcr.:. which appears · 
have been sent to the TrPac;;ury Dl"'pu.rhnent. What is it ~ 

A. It is breause tbl.:' amount \Yas to be voted at. the next session, : 
,ye send copiPs of all suc..'h letters ol credit to the 'l'rcaE-iury Department 
order that they n1ay take note of them and enter them when drafting 
Budget. 

Q. When V\~as the copy of the letter sent to the Treasury Department 

C. There is not trace of It. It mu. t ha,·e bc•en st-nt on the day on whi 
we received it-that i~, the day on \'hieh the le~'ord was made, the 13t 
~\,bruary; but I cannot, r r positivt•l). 

Q. Cou~d ycu U"C'l·Ibin the fact '1 

A. It might be ascrrta'nrd at (he Trt'a~ury J)ppartment, but not · 
0Ul'3. 

Q. TlH'rt' is hen' nt other pur' has~.· hy the Pro,·incial Sl•rr t:v ,~, he 
ing· datl.:' th( ~nd, • I·1 y, 1B9l, of 10.000 < opirs of thP" Ill n. trat.•<U)yl.rieul~ 
r,·r," Eug1i. h Yl~l .. ~i(,ll, i8 tlwn• not? 

Q, I thi the r "'( o cl v.-1 l<'h n fc•1. to It ? 

0. y,, ~->ir tl1 · rt'<'( r 1 1 ):u f th • yPar 18Ul of our Department 

Th<>. nco.d co11~~ ·L of .t ·opy of the lett~r of eredit ? 
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. Yes, sir. 

That is all, is it not ? 

Q. Is there an Order-in-Council authorising such purchase ? 

. I se~ that the cover of the record bears a note that on the 15th
' 1891, a copy of this letter was transferred to the Treasury Depart, 
t 1 

A. It is the same thing as in the case of the other record ; hut I see 
that the clerk entered the date of the sending of the letter. 

And further deponeu t saith not. 

E\,.IDE:XOE OP 1\Ir. N. S. HARDY, Bookseller. 

NAROISSE SITviEON HARDY, of the City of Quebec, Bookse1ler. 
56 years, b~i•1g duly sworn on the Holy EY·angelists, doth depose and 

Q.- ~ I·. Hardy, did you discount a lctt·r of credit signed by the Pro 
SL•cretary, b 'aring date th' 2n1, ~ I t y , 1891, in favor of J. A 

• r~ 
l S . 

sir. 

-Hast you thP original letter ? 

PXhibit it? 
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Departement of the Secretary of the Province, 
Que~ec, May 2nd, 1891 

J. A. LANGLAIS 

Dear Sir, 

Bookseller, Publisher 

Quebec. 

I hav:e the honor to inform you that the Goverment has decided 
ding to your request to purchase 10,000 copies of the book entitled " 
Sylviculteur Canadien ", English version, for the price of 50cts, the 
amounting to the sum of $5,000. · 

An item for the said sum will be placed in the Budget at the next 
sion. This sum will be paid after the session to the holder of this letter 
ring your endorsement. 

I remain 

Yours truly 

CHARLES LANGELIER, 

Q.-By whom is this letter of credit endorsed? 

A.-By Mr. La.nglais. 

Provincial S 

Q.-When did you come into possession of this letter'? 

A.-~bout the month of July. 

Q.-In the month of July? 

A.-Yes, sir. 

Q.-Who presented it to you '? 

A.-Mr. Langlais. 

Q.-What sum did you adYance upon it'? 

A.-Five thousand dollars ($5,000). 

Q.-Did you charge any discount '? 

A.-Yes, 8ir, I chr.rged discount at 8 ozo. 

Q.-How did you pay this sum to Mr. Langlais '? 
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No, sir, not a cheque. 

Where did the transaction take place 1 

..A..-r.At my place, in the shop. 

Q.-Who was present at the time 1 

A. Mr. Langlais and myself. 

Q. Mr. Langlais and yourself only 1 

69 

A. Yes sir. As to the cheq ne I do not rem~ m bJr whether it is cash or 
ue I gave. However, I ga,·e him the amount . 

. It would be important that this fact be ascertained. Can you 
tain it anu return at 2 o'clock 1 

Iu case you gave it by a cheque please bring it with you. 

The deposition of the witness is ajourned iill 2 o'clock p. m. At 2.30 
m. the witness again appears and continues his deposition as follows : 

Q. Have you ascertained the mauner in which the proeeeds of the 
of credit was paid by you to Mr. Langlais 1 

Q. How? 

A It was paid in cash. I made a mistake this morning when I said 
as in the month of August : it was on the 9th, May. The proceeds of the 
was paid in mouey by myself. 

Q. To Mr. Langlais himself? 

It is to him you gave the money 1 

It is to him I gave the money. 

Did Mr. Langlais ask you to pay it in cash rather than by cheque? 

No, he did not ask me anything at all. I gave him the amount 
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Q. Had you the amount at your place 1 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You had the amount in your cash-box 1 

A. No, I discounted a note of $5,000 at the bank. 

Q. You, yourself discounted a note at the bank in order to gi ,~e him 
the proceeds 1 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was it his note or yours 1 

A. His note. 

Q. At what bank did you discount it 1 

A. At La Ban que N ationale. 

Q. Were you endorser on the note 1 

A. Yes. 

Q. You have said that Mr. Langlais was alone 1 

A. Alone with me. 

Q. Did you see any other person but Mr. Langlais with reference t() 
this discount 1 

A. No, I saw nobody. 

Q. You saw nobody 1 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Nobody but him spoke to you on the subject or requested you t(} 
enter into the transaction 1 

A. No, nobody. 

Q. Do you kno'v what "\\""as done with the money? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Mr. Langlais did not tell you 1 

A. Mr. Langlais told me nothing at all on the subject. 

Q. Did he impart his intentions? 

A. No, sir. 
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Did he any way make known how he had become possessed of the 
of credit 1 

EVIDENCE OE 1\lr. H. CHASSE 

HONORE CH.!SSE, of the City of Quebec, advocate, being duly
on the Holy EYangelists, d&th depos~ and say; 

By M. Stuart : 

Q.-Mr. Chasse, on what dates did the nominati0n and voting of the 
·lnlae·ra.J. election take place in the year 1891 ? 

!..-As well as I c.an r~member, I believe the nomination took place 
on the 26th, February and yoting, on the 5th, March, 

Q.-You took an active part in the elections, did you not '? 

A.-Somewhat. 

Q.-Will you state whet her during the month of February the ele~ 

toral campaign was going on in tht' Province of Quebec 1 

A.-Yes. 

Q.-People were actively engaged In the elections on both sides 
during the month of February ? 

A.-Yes, sir. 

J<J\'IlH<JNCB OP ~Ir. PlBRRE G. LAFRANCE. 

PIERRE G. LAFRANCE, of the City of Quebec, Cashier of La Ban• 
Nationale, aged 52 years, being duly sworn on the Holy.Evangelista, 

1[1(14eD{)Se and say : ' 
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Q.-Have you cheques drawn on La Banque Nationale by the Caisse 
· d'Economie de N otre Dame de Quebec, to the order of J. A. Langlais on 
the 11th, February, 1891 

A.-In the month of February, 1891, three cheques were drawn by 
.. La Caisse d'Economie to t.he order of J. A. Langlais, one bearing number 
19028 for the sum of $11,125, and another be~ring number 19029 for the 
~um of $11,125, and a third bearing number 19030 for the sum of $250. 
They together amounted to a total of $22,500. 

Q.-These cheques were not deposited to the account of Mr. Langlais 
in your bank, were they ? 

A.-The first two cheques were not deposited at La Banque Nationale 

Q.-That is, the two cheques of $11,125 each? 

.A.-Yes. 

Q.-Where were they deposited ? 

A.-That bearing number 19028 seems to have been deposited at La 
:Banque du Peuple in the Lov.r0r To"''"n. 

Q.-And the other ? 

A.-That bearing number 19029 seems to have been deposited at La 
Eanque du Peuple, St Roch's ; that of $250 bearing number 19030 must 
have been deposited or drawn at La Banque Nationale, for it b~ars no 
<>ther endorsement, 

Copies of these cheques are produced as exhibits 6, 7 and 8. 

Q.-Have you a statement of the deposits made by Mr. Langlais at 
La Banque Nationale ? 

A.-I have no copy at this moment. 

Q.-Have you any objection to producL1g one ? 

A.-I will produce it if the Court orders me to do RO ; because there 
.are transactions which must be quite priyate in this account and which 
have no reference to this matter. 

1Yir. Justice Ma thieu : 

Q. If there be particular objections to exhibiting the whole account 
I understand that counsel might take com1nunication of it and not allow 
the remainder of it to go to the public. You might perhaps shew the ac-
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privately to counsel and only so much of it as may be necessary 
taken from it. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDENqE OF Mr. ELZEAR GAUVREAU. 

ELZEAR GAUVREAU, of the City of Quebec, Civil Service ~mployee 
•:c:::'lili~•"'.r~ 51, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and 

Q. You ate a clerk in the Civil Service '? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Books purchased by the Provincial Secretary are delivered in your 
R1·;:s.'dJE~t>a,rtD!lent '? 

Q. Will you state at what date the '' Sylviculteur . Illustre " was de· 
liTered to the Department'? 

A. On the 11th, September, 1891. 

Q. Will you look at the book which is now shewn you, and state whe· 
ther it is the book in questio~ '? 

A. Yes, sir, it is the book. 

The book is produced as Exhibit No. 9. 

Q. Are there copies of the same book in English '? When was the 
english version deliyered '? 

.lt. I cannot say. It was in the month of November: they are not yet 
ted. 

Q. Look at the book now produced as Exhibit No. 10 and state whe
it is a copy of the same \Vork, English version 1 

A. I cannot say : the boxes have not yet been opened. I 
be th~~ t, I recei v·ed some boxes ; but th~ boxes are not 

And further deponent saith not. 
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EVIDENCE OF ~fr. G. GREXIER. 

GUSTAVE GRENIER, of the City of Quebec, Clerk 
Council, aged 44 years, being, duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, dot 
depose and say : 

Q You have already said, Mr. Grenier that you have the custody 
the Orders-in-Council? 

A. Yes, 8ir. 

Q. Will you say whether there was an Order-in-Council passed 
reference to the purchase of the "Sylviculteur Canadien illustre," ~·,.,~nl'~a,;,, 

version or English version 1 

· A. I am not quite positive. It would be necessary for me to refer 
my books for that; but I do not think there is any. 

Q. Will you go and ascertain the fact and come back to continue 
evidence? 

The evidence of the witness is adjourned . 

. The witness is recalled at the same sitting and 
tion as ollows ? 

Q. Mr Grenier, have you made search to ascertain if ~here was an Or 
in·Council with reference to the purchase of·' Le Sylviculteur Canadien 
lustre", English or French version, or for either one of them ? 

A. Yes, sir, I have ascertained that there is none. 

And further deponent saith not. 

EVIDENCE OF Mr. J. C. CHAPAIS. 

JEAN CHARLES CHAP A IS, of St. Denis de Kamouraska, adv 
.•.~<~~!5tftl~.~~~'ijted 41 years, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth 

say: 

Q.-Mr. Chapais, you are the author of the book entitled " 
dQ ylviculteur Oanadien· '? 

A...~Yes, sir. 
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Q.-Will you state to the Commission for hovv much you sold this 
book to Mr. Langlais '? 

. A.-$1,000. 

Q.-What did you sell to him for this sum of $1,000? 

A.-There was the remainder of an edition of one thousand copies. I 
cannot state the figure-8omewhere about seyen hundred, as well as I can 
remember, and a complete set of the stereotype-plates of the French ver

sion. 
Q.-There ·w·ere about 500 volumes of the first edition and a complete 

.set of plates of the French yersion '? 

A.--Yes. 

Q.-Inc1uding the illustrations'? 

A.-Yes, the electrotypes. 

Q.-Did this sum of $1,000 include the rights of authorship? 

A.-All was included. I gave Mr. Lauglais all that ·was left of the 
first edition, the French plates, the English ma11-uscript, and even the con
tra:Jt with the printer for printing of the English manuscript. 

Q.-What was the price for printing the English version '? 

A.-I can state but the expenses incurred by myself. The work as 
deli,·ered to Mr. Langlais cost me $651; for the work as delivered to ~fr. 
Langlais I had made an outlay with the printer and e11graver of $651. 

Q.-That is, the stereotype-plates of the first edition'? 

A.-The plates of the first edition, the manuscript and proofs which 
were then being corrected : the proof of the English version. 

By Mr. Justice Mathieu : 

Q. What do you mean by the stf.'reotyp plates'? 

A. The stereotype-plates are the plates made by means of the f..rst 
setting- of the type. The type is set, and then a plate of each page is moul
ded into a composition made for the purpose, and from these plate3 copies 

may be taken to an indefinite nnmber, 

Q. So that any number of copies can by drawn r~- 50,000 '? 

A. I am not prepared to state that 50,000 could be drawn : a great 
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number could bd drawn : but a printer can inform you better than I can 
on that point. 

My idea was 'that five or six thousand copies might be printed and I 
had the plates for the purpose of producing six thousand copies for sale. 

By Counsel: 

Q. If I understand you well, what is called a '' cliche " in French is 
known in E!1glish under the name of'' electrotype " ? 

A. Not always: there is a certain kind of '· cliche " which is not 
electrotype, but it comes to the same thing. The '' cli~he " in question 
for all the pages oa which there were engravings were electrotypes. 

Q. This made the printing quite easy? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. And \·ery inexpensive_? 

A. Very inexpensi \"e. 

.By Mr. J" ushce Mathieu : • 
Q. In other words, there was nothing but the printing to be done and 

the paper to be furnished ? 

A. Simply. 

Q. No type setting? 

A. No, not till the plates would be worn out. I cannot say how far 
they might have gone .. 

And further deponent sa,ith not. 

BVIDENCB 01<' Mr. NAPOIJEOX IJAVOIE. 

NAPOLEOX LA VOlE, of the city of Quebec, Bank ManaO'er aO'ed 31 
0 ' 0 years, being duly sworn on the Holy E\·angelists, doth depose and say: 

Mr. Lavoie, will you l?ok a't,t~e cheq.ue vvhich is now shewn you, being 
.a cheque drawn by La Ca1sse d Econom1e de Notre-Dame de Quebec on 
the Banque Nationale, of date the 11th, February, 1891, for the sum of 
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$11,125, payable to the order of J. A. Langlais, and say if this cheque was 

deposited at your bank? 

A. Yes. 

Q. By V\7 horn 1 

A. By Mr. Langlais. 

Q. Was this amount deposited to Mr. Langlais' account current 1 

A. To Mr Langlais' account current, 

Q. Did Mr. Langlais draw against this sum? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you state hov.r this sum was \¥ithdrawn by ~Ir. Langlais '? 

The Honorable Franvois Langelier appears on behalf of La Banque du 
Peuple and o~jects to the question inasmuch as it tends to make kno·wn the 
natnes of persons not mention.ed in the present Royal Commission. 

The President : 

We are of opinion that the w tness must answer the question. 

(To the yvitness) 

Q -Have you the cheques ? 

A.-Yes, sir, but I refuse to produce them, 

~fr. Stuart : I pray that the Commission order the witness to produce 

these cheques. 
~ Mr. Justice Mathieu to the witness :You must produce them. 

The witness : My orders are to ansvver the Court in all~that concc rns ... 

::Mr . .T ustice :Mathieu : We order you to ans\ver. 

\Yitness : I refuse. 
~Ir. Stuart : I de1nand that the \vitnes~ be imprisoned for contempt of 

Court until he answers the question. 

}.lr. J nstice l\Iathieu to the ·witness: 

You say you have the chequt>s in your possession'? 

A.--LJ ot here: not with me. 

Q.- You are the manager of the Bank? 



~ 

------A.-Yes, sir. 

7 
I 
r 

/viculteur Contract.-M. Napoleon Lavoie. 

Q.-You have these cheques under your control: you have possession 

of them, as manager of the Bank? 

A.-Yes, sir. 

By the Honorable Fran~ois Lauge lier : 

Q.-Are you the proprietor of t~ese cheques? 

A.-No, the Bank is. 

The deposit of witn'ess is adjourned. 

Oil the 21st, day of January, 1892, th) witness again appears and con· 

tinues his deposition as follows : 

Q.-Have you brought th~ cheques dravi'"n by ~ir. Lang1ais against 
the deposit of $11,125 made by him out of the procet'ds of the discount of 
the letter of credit of the ''Sy lviculteur" '? · 

A.-I do not know vrhether the proceeds arl) out of that, but I haYc 

brought the cheques. 
I . 
My refusal to answ~r the other day, Your IIonors, was for tlu~ pur-

pose of shewiug that lnattt)rr:; bJtwecn our eli "nts and the ltmk are not 
public, it is under protest that I. cOll;:,l'nt to-d::ty to prod.lH'C bcforL' the Com

missioners ~Ir. Langlais' account, declaring at the• s.une time, after inves· 
tigation, that I have found nothi1g that I ( owsi l•'t' tu bJ of any interest 

for the Commi813ion. 

1Hr . .Tusti ~c ~iathil'U: Wfl decided the oth('r day tl~
say how the sum of $11,125 was· withdravn1 and paid'? 

A.-I do not know· hovY·. 

Q.-Do th" eheqnes not ~he\V it? 

A.-The cheqnt>R shevv nothing at all. Ther~~ is no amount. rdating 
to the $ L 1,125 in th,~sc a~: ·ou_nts : tl11:~re is no amount of $8,000 uor of 
$10,000 nor of $7,000.00 nor of $.>.000.00 

Q.-H·n~t.: the ·hequ~s been withdnnYn by ~fr. Langb.is? 

A.-No, 1 haYu them. 

Q.-Are they paya~le to th? order of anybody? 



Sylviculteur Contract.-M. Napoleon LavL1ie . 

.A.-No, to the order of Mr. Langlais only. 

Q.-All the chequrs? 

A.-Yes. I have other cheq nes in his ordinary business to the order 
of people with ·whom he deale : I am ready to shew them to the !Commis
sioners. 

The witness exhibits the cheques to the Commissioners, and !depo.jts 
them in the hands of the Secretary of the Com1nissiou by order of the Com
mission-the cheque drawn by J A. Langlais on La Banque dn Penple, 
~t Roch's Branch, on thcl 12th, February, 1891, to his own order, endorsed 
by him, for the sum of $oJ425, "rhich seems to have been depoFJited at La 
Banque Nationale and at La Bauque du Peuple, Lovver 1'ov,rn. 

Q.-IIave you any personal knowledge of the person to whom this 
cheque was paid by ~ir. Langlais '~ 

A.-No, sir. 

Q. Nor of the use made of it by ~Ir. Langlais ? 

.A.. No Sir 

_,A.~ further d<_-)ponrut ~aith not. \ 

And 1' sit tin ~· i:-. aclj mnPd till the 19th, J auuary, at tt~u o \·1o 1 
th' foreur-o 

~Uvl ·~ •• ry. 
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THE~ OKA :. QUESTION. 

Containing the Original T-itle, and a Brief Account 

of \he Feudal System or Seigniortal Tenure in 

Canada, and its Abolition in 1854, 

WITH A GENEJ1AL REVIEW OF 

·THE OKA QUESTION IN PARTICULAR 

-AN.')-

ROMAN AGRESSION IN GENERAL. 
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NORMAN MURRAY, 
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TITLES and Documents Relating to the Seigni
orial Tenure in return to an address of the 
Legislative As.semb£y, 7857. 

QUEBEC. 

--o--
Printed by E. FRECHETT.BJ, 13 Mouniain St. Lower Town, 1852. 

--·o--

Page 210, No. 177 The Seigniory of Oka. 

-o--

Messrs of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, at 
Montreal, 

PHILIPPE Dy: RIGAUD, &c. 

~~-. MrcH- BEGON, &c. 

--o--
On the petition presented to us by Messrs. the Ecclesias

tics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, established at Montreal by 
which they state, that it would be advantageous to the Mission 
of the Indians of the Sault Recollect in the Island of Montreal, 
which is under their care, that it should be ~mmediately trans
ferred above the said island and established in the lands which 
are situated on the north-west side of the Lake of Two Moun
tains, which said Mission would be advantageous not only for 
the conversion .of the Indians, who being there more distant fra'm 
the city would also be deprived of the opportunity of getting 
intoxicated, but also to the CQ.lony which by these means W.Q!!ld 
be protected against the incursions of the Iroquois in times of 
war; praying us that we \would grant them for the said 
Mission a tract of land, three leagues and a-half in front, to 
commence at the brook which runs into the great bay of the 
Lake of Two Mountains ascending along the said Lake and the 

River St. Lawrence, by three leagues in depth in fief and seig
niory together with the right of superior, mean and inferior 
jurisdiction, (haute moyenne et ba1se fustice) and the privilege 
of hunting and fishing as well within the limits of . the said 
lands as on the said lake and the said river St. Lawrence, on 
condition that they shall as they offer to do bear the whole 
expense of,moving the mission, and, that they shall cause the 
church and fort to be built of stone on the place where the 
said mission shall be transferred, in consideration thereof, We 
in virtue of the power jointly entrusted to us by his Majesty 

have -given, granted and conceded and by these presents do give, ~ 
\ 



grant and concede unto the said -sieurs Ecclesiastics --of the 
Seminarv of St. Sulpice established a.t :Montreal, a. .tract of 
land of three leagues and a-half in front, to commence at the 
brook which runs into the great bay of the Lake of Two Moun· 
tains, ascending along the lake side and the River St. Law
rence by three leagues in depth, to have and to hold the same 
for ever unto the said Sieurs l~cclesiastics, their successors, 
and assigns, even should the said mission be taken away from 
there, in full property under the title of fief and seigniory with 
right of superior mean and inferior jurisdiction and the privilege 
of hunting and fishing as well within as opposite said concession 
on the said lake, and River St. Lawrence; on condition that . ..-------.._ 
they shall bear the whole expense necessary for removing the 
said mission, and also cause a church and fort to be built 
there of stone at their own cost, for the security of the Indians, 
according to the plans thereof, wbj.ch shall immediately be ex
hibited to us by them, to be by us approved and that the said 
building shall be finished within the spa of two years, subject 
also to the condition of fealty and homage (foi et hommage) 
which ·the said sieurs of the seminary, their suceessors and 
assigns, shall be held to perform, at ·the Castle of St. Louis, in 
Quebec, of which they shall hold under the customary duties 
and dues and agreeable to the custom of the Provostship and 
Viscounty of Paris, followed in this country, and that the 
appeals from the decision of the judge, who may be established 
at the said place, shall be before the judges of the royal juris
diction of Montreal; that they shall keep and cause to be kept, 
house and home (feu et lieu) 6n the said concession; that they 
shall preserve the oak timber fit for ship-building, which may 
be found within the limits of the land which the said Sieurs of 
the Seminary shall have set a.side for their principal manor 
house, and that they shall also stipulate the reserve of such oak 
timber within the extent of tlie principal concessions made or 
to be made to their tenants; which said oak timber His 
Majesty shall be free to take, as well as the said tract of land 
or any portion thereof, when required, without being held to 
pay . any indemnity ; also that they shall give notice to the 
King or to the Governor and Intendant of this country of the 
mines, ores and minerals, if an·y found within the limits ot the 
said fief and have the necessary roadways and passages; that 
they shall concede the said lands under the simple title of 
a rent (redevance) of twenty sols and a capon (chapon) for 
each and every arpent in front, by forty arpents in depth, 
and six deniers of cens (sixpence of tax) and that there shall 
not be inserted in the said concession any sums of money or 
any other charge than that of the simple title of rent ( redevance) 
accordjng to the intentions of His Majesty by whom they shall 



be held to have these presents confirmed within one yea.r from 
this date, in default whereof the present concessions shall be 
null and void. 

In testimony thereof we have signed these presents and 
caused the same to be sealed with our seals at arms and counter
signed by our secretaries. 

Done and given at Quebec, the seventeenth day of October, 
seventeen hundred and seventeen, (1717.) 

(Signed) V AUDREUIL & BEGON, 
And further down by command of my Lord DeLestage, 
And by command of my Lord Barrel. 

NoTE-The above was ratified by the King in Paris, 27th 
April, 1718, and registered in the records of the Superior 
Council of Quebec, 2nd October, 1719, with this alteration, that 
the titles were made out in the name of the Seminary of St. 
Su~pice of Paris, in ad of the Seminary of St. Sulpice of 
Montreal. 

A Brief Account of the old Feudal system of 
Seigniorial Tenure in Canada. 

Parkman, in his Old Regime in Canada, says, (page 244) 
"Canadian Feudalism was made a double purpose, one of 
which was simply and practically to supply agencies for distri
buting land among. the settlers.' "' 

Page 245. The Seigneur was usually the vassal of the 
crown. 

Page 251. The Royal Government continually intervened 
between censetaire (tenant) and Seigneur, on the principle that 
as His Majesty gave the land for nothing he can make what 
conditions he pleases, and change them when he pleases. The 
interventions were usually favorable to the censetaire. 

Pa.ge 326. At the " Deliberations de la Sorbonne sur la 
Bois-sons," 8th March, 1675, after the case was referred to the 
Fathers of the Sorbonne, they, . after solemn discussion, pro
nounced . the selling of brandy to the Indians a mortal sin. 

Dr. Withrow, in his history of Canada, page 121 gives the 
following description of Seigneurial Tenure in Canada. " The 
censetaires paid to the Seigneur a nominal rent, but they required 
also to pay a small annual tribute in kind, as a goose, a pair of 
fowls or the like, to labour for his benefit a certain number of 
days in the year; . to get their com ground at his mill, paying & 
fixed toll therefor; to give him also one fish in every eleven 



they wish. ~he very fact of the amount of rent being stipulated 

knocks the bottom out of the Seminary's claims to absolute pro

prietorship. A seignior and proprietor of properly in general 

are two di~tinct classes of landholders. Any proprietor under 

ordinary circumstances can raise his rent when he pleases, and 

give a lease to suit .himself. The seignior could only claim a 

certain amount and no more. To think that the Protestant 

Indians of Oka should be compelled to leave, to be replaced by 

French Roman Catholics, is simply monstrous, and when such 

ideas are encouraged not only by politicians but also by 

Protestant ministers, ' so-called, and a Pro!'essor in a Methodist 

Theological College, it is time for Protestants to begin to look 

around them and find out where they are. As for the Gazette 

its position is easily understood, and ·under the circumstances 

there is no fault to be found with it. It is simply a political 

mouthpiece for Sir John MacDonald's government, and is no 

more expected to give an honest opinion ofits own than a member 

of the Church of Rome, who has given the keeping uf his con

science to some one else. But people who used to look to the 

Witness thirty years ago, as the champio!l ofProtestantism,expect 

it to stand by its colours in this matter. We hear a great deal 

about _peace and quietness. I also believe in peace but it is 

peace with honour. There cannot be peace in the world as long 

as Rome is in the ascendancy ; anywhere give her inch and 

she will take a mile. We hear people talk about other people's 

sin,~erity. Mahomet was sincere when he made converts by the 

sword. I could see more sincerity in Jesse Jam{'s when he was 

robbing the trains and the banks of the United States than in 

men going round in black petticoats with a string of beads 

round their necks, and a sanctimotlious look while they are 

passing you, which they can easily relax when they are not 

seen by any one. 

One of my earliest recollections is the removal of a neigh

bouring village to America. In any old settlement there are 

always a number who can. manage to live someway or other from 

hand to mouth, but if you put them into a bush even if they 

have a little money and get plenty of land they are not capable 

of making a living out of it. How wo.Jd Dr. Shaw like to see 

the people of Cote St. Antoine that are snug and comfortable as 

they are, mov_ed into a new sphere of life they are not used to. The 

Indians have as much right to think for themselves as any one 

else, and if they should make up their minds to go to Muskoka 

I suppose no one wou!d hinder them, but to send them there 

simply because the Seminary don't. like to have Protestants near 

them is simply robbing honest people of their right, to please 

the Devil and his agents, the Sulpicians, I believe, as the old saying 



is, in "giving the Devil his due," but I don't believe in giving 
him or his friends any special privileges just because they pro
fess to be the very reverse of what their eJlery day life prove them 
to be. 

If it were any other foreign power but the agents of the 
Vatican that were putting in such claims, there would be only 
one opinion about it. A stitch in time saves nine, and it is 
easier to keep the Devil out of the house than to put him out 
after he gets in. As it is now they are making quite a fat thing 
out of Oka, but they haven't got quite everything their own 
way yet. Let them close up the saloons at Oka, put up the 
Indian Church they pulled down, and if they will be satisfied 
with what they can claim, viz. a rental of a ceut an acre-, 
they may get it, but if they put in a claim for more than 
their due, they or their friends need not expect to get it just 
for the asking. They are like the horse leech that cannot be 
satisfied. What in the name of common sence do they intend 
to do with all they have now. It is well known that the 
Seminary of St. Sulpice of Montreal, is richer than the Bank of 
Montreal, and they are as-greedy after a few acres of land oc
cupied by a few poor innocent Indians, as if they we;e starving 
with hunger. They boast of the superiority of the butter 
manufaetured at the Trappist Monastery, at Oka, and they use 
all their ingenuity to make other people believe that Oka is no 
good for fat·ming, and that Gibson Reserve, in Muskoka, is 

. flowing with milk and honey. Why don't they go there if it is 
so good. They have plenty of money, they can live on the 
interest of it for some time and whenever they get short of new 
objects of worship, there are plenty trees there that they can 
worship under. Then they want a quiet retired place for 
devo~ion, surely the· woods of Muskoka should suit them. 
Themselves and the nuns can have a good t.ime without anyone 
to disturbe them. Then they will be under the fostering care 
of their friend Mr. Mowat, Mr. Mercier has anough to nurse 
the Jesuits just now and I am sure he would be only too glad to 
see someone else having a hand in the holy work of fostering 
these holy Devils incarnate. Some of my remarks may seem a 
little rough, but I am just as sincere in my convictions as any
one else can be. I can see no more similarity between 
Romanism and Christianity, than there is between a man and 
a monkey. I could never see anything in Popery, but a large 
syndicate for making money, by the meanest and most cont~m
ptible of all means, viz. trafficing in men's bodies and souls, 
under the cloak of Christianity, with the Pope as general 
manager. I am open to conviction if anyone can show me any 
error or mistake in the above and shall stand corrected. 



.. ' 
The Condition of the Seigniory of Oka as compared with 

others Seigniories. 

One point worthy of special consideration is that the con
ditions required of the Seminary in this instance, as acknow
ledged by Mr. Baile, the superior of this Seminary, at the 
time of the commencement of the present dispute, were more 
onerous than that required of any of th~ other 220 Seigniories 
of Canada, while the conditions required of the Indians practi
cally amounted to nothing. The cencetaires on the other 
Seigniories, were to · pav on an average about 2 cents an acre of 
rent, while the Indians of Oka, providing the Seminary ful
filled their conditions, were to pay only one cent an acre. 

On'e of the conditions, viz. : the building of a stone · fort, 
was never fulfilled. The other condition, viz.: removing the 
Indians from the liquor temptation, is now ignored by the 
Seminary as facts will prove, and again the Indians at present 
have no church: Therefore, under the circumstances; as a stone 
fort is not now required,ifthey put up instead a stone schoolhouse 
build a stone church for the Protestant Indians, and remove 
all intoxic.ating liquors from Oka, the friends of the Indians 
wilJ then be willing to give them a rent of 1 cent an ·acre. 
TiH then their claims will be disputed at e'very point; and if tlie 
matter will be brought before Parliament at Ottawa, as in all 
probability it will, they will be in danger of losing control, not 
only of that part of the Seigniory which the Protestant Indians 
are situated, but also the whole Seigniory.- If space permitted 
I should like to refer to Mr. Tache's plan of commutation of 
the other Seigniories in 1 854. 

As to the contention of the Seminary, about their rights being 
confirmed after the Rebellion, it amounts only to this viz.: the 
titles were originally given in the name of the Seminary of St 
Sulpice of Paris, and on that ground is was claimed by the op
ponents of 'the Seminary, that they had no claim whatever. All 
that the act of 1841 did, was to confirm the rights originally 
given to the Seminary of St. Sulpice of Paris, to the Seminary 
of St. Sulpice established in Montreal, all of which I have ad
mitted, without in any way infringing on the claims of the 
Indians viz.: That as the Seminary were only stewards for the 
Crown, and not proprietors in any other sense, that when their 
set·vices were no longer , required as stewards, they had no 
further claim on the Indians, and it is for the .Government and 
them to arrange about that. But neither the Seminary nor the 
Government has the right to remove the Indians from Oka, un
less they so de$ire themselves. 



caught, and in case o£ a sale o£ their lands, to pay him one
twelfth of the price received. 

'All the Seigneurial claims of Lo'Yer Canada were settled in 
1854, with the exception of such as were held in trust by the 
Crown for the Indians_, as well as the Seigniory of th~ Seminary 
of St. Sulpice, or Oka., and one or two other such. See Act 
1854, chapter iii. sec. 35~ 

The Act provided as follows: The sensetaires, or tenants, 
were to pay a certain amount to the Seignior in consideration of 
his being free from any further claims from his former Seignior. 
Besides this the Government spent over two million dollars in 
compensation to the Seigniors for their claims, and thus was th 
last vestige of Feudal Tenure swept out in Canada, with the 
exoeption, of the worst part of the whole business, that held by 
the ecclesiastics. 

Review o_f the Oka Question. 

In the light of the above documents, let us again review 
the vexatious Oka question. There would be no trouble in 
settling the Oka question if the Seigniors were any others but a 
lot of crafty, deceitful priests, who wlll forge documents or do 
anything else to gain their own selfish ends. 

The conditions req~ired of the Indians were lighter than that 
generally required of other tenants. In this particular case there 
was no mention made of their being obliged to give any labour 
or anything else to the Seminary, but simply a small rental 
which, in the currency of the day amounted to 32c, and one 
rooster f, r every lot of forty acre5. Allowing that a rooster 
would be worth lOc. at that time the whole rental would amount 
to 1 cent an acre. At the rate of 5 per cent, their interest io Oka, 
calculating upon the rate of rental that they can claim would be 
bought out for 25 cents an acre. 

It was on this principle that the other seigniorial claims 
were settled. 

What service have they done to this country that they 
should expect. to get a present of Oka for pilgrimage purposes. 
The other Seigniors were settled by Act of Parliament, and that 
is also the best way to settle this one. It is outrag~ous to think 
that the po0r Indians of Oka, who had been there for 173 years 
should be asked to leave now simply to please a lot of greedy, 
grabbing priests for the sake of their political influence. Poss
ession iA nine-tenths of the law, and that the Indians have got. 
It is ridiculous to think that the Indians or their friends should 
bring this matter into court. Let them bring it into court if 
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