




0 K A. -
~o the Editor qf tA' Canadian Gl1atur. 

YouR correspondent, the .Bev Mr Roger8, 

Joubtless a warm friend of the Okas and 

with pen and tongue is not only ready to 

prove that they haTe been basely wronged, 

but equally ready, if called on, to go out 

with his brethren of the Protestant faith to 

turn public attention thruout the Dominion 

to the down-trodden tribe, yet his sympathies 

can be -scarQely right adjusted when, with 

the same breath, he expresses thankfulness 

for your interest in the sufferings and then 

seeks to shelter from your reflections and 

censorship those of whom the Indians a~e 
\Vards. If Mr Rogers was one of a crew 

ready to start to the help of a sinking s·hip, 
and those who had the ordering of the life­

boat, either from lack of courfige or apathy, 

delayed sending him and his willing men to 
the rescue till it was too late, we should un­

derstand how he could express indignation 

or one party and sympathy and deep senti- · 

ment for the other, but if' he would cover 

both with the one garment of charity, its 

breadth would not be compatible with f~ir 

judgment. \Vith my good brother, I have 

an instinctive respect for our rulers in Churcb 

and State, but it is so allied with convic­

tion of their responsibilities to defend the 
wronged ~nd protect the helple:;s that, if 

they fail in taking np these accompaniments 

of power, my regard for Justice more than 
halves the J;"espect I should willingly culti­

vate for their honor. 
For the Indians of Oka there nre two 

strong parties entitled to speak : 'fhe Do­

minion Government and The Governing Offi­
cers of The Methodist Church. The Indians 

are joint wt}rds of eaoh, and the authority Qf 

these Parties surely brings w~tb it responsi- ~ 

bilities to speakout if their wards, from any 

cauae, are unjustly oppressed. 'rhnt these 

wards are oppress~d! and helple~s to ayert 

the oppressi?n, ~ Vl&lt tor Oka ~Jll .co?vmce 
a.ny impartial JUdge. Two SetgntOrleS, ~r 

townships, set apart 160 years ago for thetr 

&upport by the King of France, when .they 
were Romanists, under the care of 21 pr1ests, 

ealled the Seminary of St Sulpice, at·e now. 

claimed and .seized by a larger body ol 

priests calling themselves by.the san:'e nni?e; 
the Indians may not take ttmber fot· build-

ing or repairing their tumble-down hou~es, 
r for fueL, their forests are cut down be­

their eyes and sold ns ~rewood. to 

trangero and their lands are bemg raptdly 
ransferr~d to French Canadian occupants. 

hat the existing so-called ~minal'y~ '!ith 
Machiavelian skill, has begtrt the origmal 

arrangement for the Indians with great diffi-

culties, is painfully apparent., but ~ha~ to 
solve those difficulties and enforce with Im­

partiality the original compact i~ 11 Dl~ra. 
vires" beyond the wisdom, power, and cou,. 

rol of the governing offieers of .this ?o­
minion we don't allow. The question raised 

by the' Civil Defence Alliance, "Have the 

Indian wards any rights?" is as yet unan= 
swered because the voice of the Governmeqt 

has not been beard repeating it. "The ~am~­
inary" afraid of the quest~on and afrald of 
examination about· '8 own n hts,has acted the 

jpliR"'of the Irish obstructionists in tbe Brtt­

ish Parliament and hitherto no bt·twe 

"Spe~ker" has first warned and tben used 
his power to remove them. The GovcrJl ... 

ment from political inducements ?o doubt• 
has a~oided collision with the Prtestl:!, and 

twice has souaht to compromise the matter 
by enuaging to remove the Indians to land8 

' of the~Upper Ottawa or Lake Ru~o~. But 
, 'f tho llovernment of the Domt~ton ~as 
~hown a lamentable timidity in deahng w!tl• 
this subject on its merits, has th~ governmg 
body of the Methodist church ~ome to the 

rescue, determined to strengt~en the ~n-
feebled politicallmees, and used ttscxtenstve 

influence and power for th~ helpless w~r~s 
~ovidence ha~:J assigned to Its charge? 1' H~ 
::'ie petitions from it have asked fot• redress, 

~rue it has appointed a strong man from 

_ fits bod;v_to.look after an.d, o ::!~t;esffr,t~~ 
[one man can do, butifacommander-in-cbl~r 

of' a well-ordered army would be content tQ 

appoint one man out of it, even his bravest, 

to do what the united a~my together wns 

barely sufficient for, cou_ld he expect either 
success or applause. Not a few times in the 

past 25 years, as my friend Mr R. knows, 

educational and collegiate matters have been 

deemed worthy the attention and good will of 

the ieneral public. Was a one-man-effort 
reckoned sufficient to secure the cars and 

hearts of all 1 Did not the cull of Con­

ference go forth and deputations of 

t 

great name sound it in towns and 

cities, and, it may be, men of' lesser name 

echoed it thru village and township, and the 

l pens of ready writers took it up 3nd public 

prints and pamphlets were made to raitarnto 
the arguments, and Canada saw and felt tb~ 

he whole Methodist ChBrch. had laid the 

subject it advocated to ~enrt and was m ear­

nest about it, and it.i mRony fJ"lends Joo]fe4;1 <w 
well pleased and said, "brav~Jy .done.'" Jtet 
the same means and machinery, witho~t 

stint, be put in motion at this time for ~~a .. 

Let the question raised by the Civil Defen,(}9 
Alliance, argued out by Dr Borlnnd, ob: 

structed by the so called Seminary, not yet 

lifted up by tbo Dominion Government,-..­

lct it be put, not by Conferenc-e merely, but 

as the request of Conference by its adherenta 
from evel'y town and city Uld village and 

hamlet of Ontario, "Have the Indian$ of Okq, 
, any right on the lands set apart for their use 1" 
Let its organ, the strong tongued Guardian, 
ring out with the intimntios that it shall not 

cease making the dema-nd till a judicial an­

swer be returned. Let the ;Methodists wake 

np at the honest call for action, and get on 

their feet, and there is not a Protestant con-

gregation in the Dominion that would not 

join, or a municipality that would not back 

os, and the question honestly taken up 

everywhere outside tho ·doors of Parliament 

by us will, from necessity, be put within its 

Halls, and the obstructionists, if ten times 

stronger than they ure, will be warned, and 

must go backward, downward, before a 

church demanding only fair play and equity 

for its members. 

J' 

Less than taking" up tbe matter by the 

machinery of the whole Metbodist church, 

is but trifling wfth great i8sues and courting 

overthrow for the Indians and for ourselves. 

.Better far, Bro. R. that we acknowledge we 
have been derelictand somewhat delinquent, 

and, in the name of our Master, begin again. 

If we can show a united Churcb, all in action, 

tliere will be seen to follow a State in action, 

ending the controversy . by swinging with­
out nartinlity, expediencies or compromise, 

b. m.hlin ciaht bAf ur.L>n 11: nd.u· :uulL-.--~~----· 



THE OKA QUESTION. 
We print this morning a letter from 

Mr. George W. Beers, the acting secre~y 
of the Civil Rights Alliance, concermng 
the famous letter of the Minister of the 
Interior on the subJect of the Oka. In­
dians. Will Mr. Beerspe good enough to 
take counsel with his Of{n antece~ent ut­
terances and then say whether m com­
mon hon~sty he is justified in adopting the 
tone which he ventures to adopt 
in his letter, to which we give 
place this morning ? His high 
toned horror of the suggestion of any 
party politics being mixed up with this 
affair. is hardly respectably put on. He 
says he kept back the letter of the Gov­
~ernment on purpose, without any sugges­
tion from any one connected with the 
Government, and simply with the object 
of preventing the subject being dragged 
into the arena of party conflict. Perhaps 
so. But in that case ia it not remarkable I 
that he shoUl<l have beeu nill" 6 D!!a:MftA 
pub~t a letter 
bad been written by e Govern­
ment .and that that le r . 

t ' t all satisfactory to the nds no a h" of the Indians. Mr. Beers has t lS me 
and it is a rare one : he has the courage 
of his convietions. Waen he wants to 

omething he never hesitates abo~t say 8 
"b"lit fi r 1t ta.king the whole respons1 1 Y 0 

. • 
We wish there were others as manly m 
this respect. The letters G. W. B. at the 
foot of a communication are as well 
understood by the public as if the name 
was printed in full. Well, on the 22n~ of 
A "l the GAZETTE .contained a letter with ~ • k a those initials, from " which we ma e 
.couple of quotations~:--" A lengthy docu· 
"' ment b.as been received fro~ the 
" Government on this question, wh~ch for 
"gross and unjustifiable impertin.en.Qe 
''and undignified tlireatening has rar~ly 
''had a rival." And further on agam, 
"If the Government has determiD?d to 
" champion the claims of the Seml~ar.y 
"and ign0re those of the people, lt.ls 
" well that the country should. know It. 
"To my mind this is its intention;. and 
4' free from any political or par.ty ~mm us, 
'' I believe it is a policy whlCh Its ?w~ 
"justice loving friends will not permit It 
" to ca.rry out." That is rather remar.k· 
a.blelanguage for one who was determm· 
ed that this question should be kept clear 

f politics and that no use should be 
:ade of it by either party in the elec· 
tion. 

W"' have no desire to criticise very 
closely Mr. Beers' letter, for the 
reason that we know him to be in· 
fiuenced by an all·controlling interest in 
the cause of these poor Indians. But 
were we disposed to do so, we think our 
readers will admit that there is enough ~ 
in the letter to justify the remarks of the J 
GAZETTE. We are toJ~ that the letter, 
although bearing date the 23rd March, 
had to pass through the hands of the 
agent at ·Oka, by whom it was 
copied, had then to be sent to Mr. Borland, 
had to be submitted to a meeting of the 
Alliance for its action, had to go to a 
special committee for the drafting of an 
.answer, had to await consultation with the 
Indians at Oka and their lawyer, had to 
await the action of another meeting of 
the Alliance called to ratify the reply to 
it, and that, therefore, " there is nothing 
" at all wonderful in the delay of four 
"weeks to do all this." If that means­
anything, it means that the delay was 
the result of these proceedings, and 
ye:t almost in the next sentence, Mr. 
Beers says, " I- -w~ie-.t.ft.~Nt~--~~rl 
4' submitted it to the Council, and sent it 
"direct the next day, without waiting to 
"transmit it through the agent at Oka.." 

· We are not given the date of this, but it 
must have been some time before the 
elections ; for Mr. Beers says that "a few 
" days afterwards " he had an interview 
with Mr. Mills, and it is certain that on 
that occasion the party use which was 
being ~ade of this question was the sub· 
ject of conversation. After that it: ter­
view, Mr. Beers had " a three hours'. dis-,t cussion with a Government offiCial," 
and here we have this remarkable 
statement. " There it was again said to 
4' me that those of us wao were Conserva­
"' t~ves, desired to embarrass the Govern­
" ment by bringing on this question on 
" the eve of the eleqtions. There again 
'~I assured him th'il.t no use would be 
~~ made of the docu~ent until the elec­
'~ tions were over." .. ~urely it is not 
necessary to say anything further to prove 
that this letter was purposely held back I 

until after the electicfns, and that it was ' 
so held back as the result of communica· 
twn, directly or indirectly, with members 
of the Government. As to our statement 
that it w~ held back at the request of 

;he Government, we have to say ~ 
f'ms made on the authorit of Mr. Green 
vv ose interest in this question is only 
second to that of Mr. Beers himself; and 
most people will be disposed te agree 
with us that the letter which we publish 
this morning is very far from justify. 
ing the strong ter:ms in which the state­
ment is contradicted. 

What we think is .that the withholding 
of this letter, by whomsoever it was done, 
w~s a wrong to the people who are inter­
ested in this question, and that withhold­
ing it because the elections were pend- ' 
ing was in fact ijtanding by with the proof 
in hand to dispel the illusion, while 
people were exercising their franchise 
under the impression that their Protest­
ant interests were safer in the hands of 
the Liberals than of the Conservatives. 
We do not believe the publication of 

' the letter would have had the 
slightest effect upon the elec­
tions. The Protestant Liberals of 
Montreal, from the Witness down or up, 
whichever may suit best, are not the 
people to be influAnced by anything of this 
kind. It might have affected some Pro­
testant Conservatives and made them 
feel how utterly dishonest were the 
appeals made to them on religious 
grounds to support the Liberals. But 
even that we doubt. But whether it had 
any effect or not, the Civil Rights Alliance, 
if, as it says, it is free from party bias, 
had but one duty to perform~ and that 
was to take the public into its 
confidence, altogether irrespective of 
whether there was an election going or 
or not. By the way, there is anothe 
little matter that the public would lik 
to know about. The law¥er for the Ir 
dians has complained that he has bee. 
unable to get a test case berore the 

1 Courts, because it can only be brought in 
the name of the Crown, and that has 
hitherto, as we understand it, been re­
fused. Now that there is an Attor­
ney-General in Quebec, after Mr. 
McLaren's own heart, has any ap· 
plication been made to him on the 
subject ? Or are we to have another 
illustration of the fact that the interests 
of the Indians must not be permitted to 
embarass the Joly .Administration and 
its friends ? 

-~~ 



them is accepted, would arrange all minor details connected with their removal, 
:especting which Mr. Borland makes enquiry, as he might find it best in their 
mterest. 

I am, Sir, Your Obedient Servant, 
(Signed,) 

John McGirr, Esq., Indian Agent, Oka, P.Q. 

E. A. MEREDITH, 
Deputy Minister of Finance . 

ANSWER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ALLIANCE TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

~ -pable of being converted into canoes : when the Indians require any we 
a ow them to take them, but on the condition that they will not sell them. ' In 
g neral we cut wood on the lands reserved for the Indians at their detna1Zd 
o;.ly, either to er:large their fields or to make new ones ; and if sometimes zoe 
h v~ cut some wztho~tt comulti1lg them, it was on unoccupied or deserted lands." 
.., ga~n on page 36, m a letter dated. z6th February, I87o, he repeats, "The 
~ mmary has always allowed the Indians of the Lake to take firewood in the 
£.rest for thei: ~wn use. They have also been allowed, when asked for, to take 
timber for bmldmg purposes." Again in the "Historical Notice" of the ques­
tiOn published in I876 under the names of the present Cure of Oka and the 

.:\IoNTREAL, 23rd April, I 878. advocate of tl:e Seminary, pages I 7 and z6, the admissions are made : "Each 

DEAR SIR,-As the legal defence of the Oka Indians and the settlement of head ~fa family of th~se tribes of Indians has had permission to take in the 
~he questions between t~em and the Seminary of St. Sulpice have been trans- Domame of the Semmary all the wood necessary for building and heating 

ferred from the Methodist C?urch to the Civil Rights Alliance, the letter from ~urposes." · 
the Department o.f the Intenor of the 23rd ult., respecting certain proposals If these state.ments were at all correct, one of t~e most serious griev-
made by the Semmary of St. Sulpice had to be submitted to the council. The r:ces of the I~dians could or would have had no existence. Btrt they are 
Civil Rights A~li~nce is C?l~1pose? of all political and religious creeds, organized uectly co~ntradicted by the plain facts tbat in every instan~e where t~e In<;Iians 
to se.cure the CIVIl and rehgwus nghts of any creed or class, and is not a body ave atten1pted to cut wood for. thes~ purposes, the Semmary has mvanably 
to "mterfere between the Government and the Indians." aused their arrest and prosecutwn smce they have seen fit to change their 

The Council of the Alliance rearets that the letter of the Minister of the ~:reed. It has. a~so been stated that permission had to be asked from the forest­
Interior is a plea in defence of the S~minary, containing not only an undignified- ~e~Jer.s ; but It IS a fact, ~nown to residents of the Seig~1iories, that these forest­
threat a.s to the removal of the agent placed in Oka, bu1 a further retraction of l~eepers were solely appomted ~or the purpos.e of keepmg the Frend: popula­
co~1c.esswns proffered ~y the Government. The Alliance has no political or ti~.p at the :ear of. th~ ~omame fr01~1 cuttmg wood. They never mterfered 
rehgim:s ammus. .It srmply seeks to secure certain rights for a people to whom with the In~:hans until Withm the last eig;ht or ten years,_ but frequently. arrested 
these nghts were given, and which rights were recognized for over a century by Fren<th residents _for trespass and cut~mg ·wood. It JS also \yholly mcorrect 
the very corporation which now aims to reject them. The questions between that sine~ the I~Idians have changed tl_1e1r c~ee~ they have been allowed to c11t 
t~e Oka Indians and the Seminary of St. Sulpice are not mere questions of sen- wood. 1 h~ resid~nce of the Methodist M~sswnary, owned by an Indian, bad 
trment, but ?f moment?us fact and inalienable legal claims. It may have hap- to be .rep~ned With _lumber bot~ght. by pn_vate gentlemen; many houses are 
pened, that 111 the multitude of advisers, voluntary and even official, who have ba.dly 111 '"ant of repmr, and the Sen:nnary Will not let the people cut wood for 
persistentl~ u.rged t~e. Government to do justice between these claimants, that thrs. purpose; ~ouses. ?ave fallen 111to ~ecay from age, and hundreds of the 
some confhctmg opmwns have obtained, as to the real claims and demands of Indrans and therr famrhes hav.e been. obhg~d to leave Oka for want of house 
the Indians. and home, and are now residents m vanous parts of Quebec and Ontario. 

It does not appear that " the best possible legal advice" taken by Govern- Several families are crowded into small dwellir:gs for want of sufficient houses. 
ment, .h~s been directed ~o the real question at issue, inasmuch as the letter of The necessary firewood has only been obta111ed by purchase, ar"d by using 
the lVhmster. of the Intenor dec!ares that this legal advice "has uniformly been decayed s~umps found on the lands or canoed from across the La~e. These 
that the Indians have no legal title to the soil, that the Gentlemen of the Semi- matters a1e here enlarged upon to sh?w the Dep.::trtm.ent of the Intenor, that the 
nary are n.ot tru.stees for the .Indians, but absolute proprietors of the land, and ?taten~ents m.::tde ~y the Rev. Mr. Barle .are utterly disp~oved by facts ; and t~1~t 
that .no smt aga111st the Semmary t~ obtai1l possessiotz of tlze property for the m no ms~a_nce ha\ e the Prot~stant In~rans of Oka enJoyed the a~ICient pnv1-
Indta1lS ~ould be succe?sful." Emment legal gentlemen have given the opinion le~es,. w_l1H:.h have been cm~tmue<;I umnterruptedly tu the few Indians on the 
th~t the. titles under. which the Sem.in~ry claim an absolute ownersl'<'~ip of the Seigmmy wh.o are Rom.an Catholics. 
Serg~ones, de~troy mstead of estabhshmg their claim ; that the ordinance of the The Alha_nce ai:d Its advocates ~o not consider that the Government has 
Spe::cial_ Council of I84o, mere.ly ~onfirmed the original grants with the same ~ny sucl: relatwns '~rth the Okas as With other Indian bands. The Seminary of 
obligatiOns ; that the Act a?oh.sh111g th~ Seignorial Tenure put the Seignories St. Sulp1ce voluntanly assumed the same direct Trusteeship of these Indians 
un~er the comm~n law, as It .did the Seignory of Sault St. Louis, the abolition - ~ .. 
bemg for the Indians respectrvely, who should receive the constituted rent in 
lieu of cem et rmtes, and the indemnity for the abolition of lods et vmtes or 
the interest of the capital set apart for such indemnity. The I 6th sec{ion 
of the . ordina~ce in question (3 and 4 Vict., cap. 30, now cap. 4::! of the I 
Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canada), pres~rves _~he rig~ts ?f ~h~. Indians: 



of tbe Interior wish it to be understood that the Government has no fund to 1 for these Indians \Yhat it has done and is doing for others? 
Does the DepartmePt intimate that by withdrawing its agent at Oka, aid ''leaving the responsibility of the consequences to the friends of the Indian ," that it is willing to expos.; the Okas to the annoyances and open persecutio s they have endured for so many years? This must inevitably follow, and tl•e Alliance urges the :l\Iinist _·r of the Interior to reconsider the position in whi h these people would then he placed-one dangerous to the peace and prosperi r of the country. 
In regard to the Test Case, said in the letter of the :Minister of the Interi r to have been uffered in the interest of the Indians, the offer was made by tl e previous Government, but no case has been secured under which the questioi s at issue could be tested, and the Seminary has refused to agree to such a cas as will make this possible:: It has been the constant aim of the advisers of th Indians to obtain a leg.:> 1 settlement of the difficulty, but the Seminary ha systematically resisted e\·..:ry effort to bring a proper test case before the Courts, by harrassing the Indians by criminal proceedings and arrests, ·without ever ye having secured a verdict,-these arrests having been almost exclusively fo · attempting to t:xercise the pri,·ilege of cutting wood, ivhich the Rev. Mr. Bail declares the,· "ha•.-e alw~ vs been allmYed to exercise." 

In conclusion, the Alliance cannot advise the Indians to accept the very small sum offered by the Seminary, and the conditions of removal imposed by the Government ; and thus not only create the Seminary absolute owners beyond dispute, according to the original title, but place themselves in a much worse position, and remove themselves from the sympathy and support of friends who have done more to educate and enlighten them in ten years than the Seminary of St. Sulpice with all its wealth and power did in a century. This view is that of the people themselves. 
The Alliance would respectfully suggest and urge the appointment of a commission, composed of three gentlemen of the Seminary, three members of the Alliance, the head-chief of Oka, with one legal Counsel of the Seminary and one of the AlEance, to discuss the claims of the Indians, the best and most peaceful arbitration or settlement, and to present a signed report to the Department of the Interior. In the event of disagreement, the Alliance will then pray the Government to enter a test case to finally settle the difficulties in the Courts. 
The Alliance trusts that immediate action will be taken to bring about 

some settlement. 
Soliciting an early reply, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

·w. G Eo. BEERs, 
Secretary frr' tem. Civil Rights Alliance. 

No suc"h judicial Olm-tion has been solicited as that expressed in the let.:e of the Minister of the Interior, viz., that "the Department is convinced that th only result of taking the case into Court would be to confirm the Seminary (n what they claim to be their rights," and "that in that event the Indians would Hon. DAviD MILLS, . receive nothing." This. ' seems to us, is the jurisdiction of the Courts to de Minister of the Interior, Ottawa, Ont. cide, and it is the earnest desire of the Alliance that if no. fair settlement can 

THE BUSINESS SITUATION. 

otherwise be made, such a test case be entered in the Courts by GoYernnent as will finally settle the disputed points. It does not appear to us probable that if the Seminary belieYed the Okas "ha\·e no legal rights," they would offer the*1 
even $zo,ooo "for what rights they may have." The incompetency of the Parliament at Ottawa to deal with the trade In the consideration of the proposal to giYe the Indians $zo,ooo, the fact difficulties is daily becoming more and more apparent. The Governor General's stated in the letter of the 1\Iinister of the Interior that " out of this sum lan~s speech, the accounts, the estimates,-all of the most ordinary routine character, would have to be purchased for the Indians elsewhere," at once renders such a -have occupied the attention of the House these ten weeks or more, and still compromise impossible. The fact, too, that Cockburn Island has been deserted the ineffectual palaver goes unblushingly on. The active population in general, by less civilized Indians is certainly no inducement for the Okas to remove you may imagine, are very differently employed; those of them at least having there. The letter of the Department speaks strongly in the interests of the any responsibility in merchandising, manufacturi11g and producing, are absorbed Seminary. It offers ,-ery poor encouragement to the Indians. Remo\'al in a death-struggle to keep their heads abo,·e water ; but their strenuous en­·under such circumstances \Yould reduce these Indians to the condition of pau- deavours, too frequently proving unavailable, they are swept along to the shades perism, which the Department says it is undesirable should occur. Not only is of dishonor and bankruptcy, without hardly a sign of sympathy for the general the sum offered wholly inadequate, but the Alli:mce speaks the earnest desire of condition, being manifested by their representatives at Ottawa. And yet, the Indians themselves, and speaks it authoritatively, that they be secured on in a few '"'eeks, if not already, these same majorities of hopeless dead­th~ lands 1vh_ere they hai·e lived so long, the rights• they claim, and previously heads will have the effrontery to present themselves to their outraged constitu-enJoyed undisturbed. I encie. s for re-election ! . ·what ~rievance can compare in. ~:nagnitude with ha.vi~1g this fine country-unnvalled m natural resources-sacnficed to the stup1d1ty and indifference of men possessed of little or no business training for the 

Gisc}J.arge of public duties tt1ey have had tl:~ temerity to assume ? Not a man on either side of the House has ventured an explicit explanation of the adzm .. se balance of trade. If the statement of that simple but important fact is beyond their capacit;-, what can the country reasonably expect from their handy-work? 



The Alliance is unaw~"tre that any hint of making the Okas "pensioners ' 
. upon the country" has been made by their friends. Societies by the hundred 
i~)l' tLe le~~ ;~f :]~ !h':: v~·v:: 0! -';;!'lfranchised csmratlni~i-e:; are T~e~ess~ry; yet 
the relief which it has been found necessary to extend to the Okas, has been 
solely in consequence of the curtailment by the Semi11ary of the privileges ~nd 
Tights they always previously enjoyed to maintain themselves. The people were 
independent of charity until the Seminary infringed upon their rights. Govt!m- I take the solitary and abortive attempt of Mr. J. McDonald, Toronto, as 
ment has been frequently solicited to relieve communities of white people. a fair example of what we mean. You would expect from a gentleman who has 
Whatever the faults of the Indians may be-and they bear no comparison to been successful at dealing in dry goods to a large extent, some little compre­
those the of more privileged pale face public-an Indian mendicant among the hension of the subject. Judge for yourself. He takes the customs' records for 
Okas has not been known within the last eight or ten years. In their present four years, out of the last ten, and assumes on these figures that imports are 
distress they have suffered without themselves soliciting aid. ninety-one millions in excess, and calls that a solution, blaming the importers, 

It would be a cruel blow to the interests of the Indians to remove the bankers, and British manufacturers no less, for their confiding credit ! Mr. 
Agent appointed by the Department. The Alliance is fully satisfied that his McDonald's own leaders reject all confidence in the mere figures-tmcorrobo­
presence alone has tended to peace, and is confident that his personal observa- rated-but he does not appear to know that much. 
tion and inquiry will convince the Government, that the reports and statements Since the advent of Confederation, over a hundred millions dollars cash 
made by thP_ .._~:!iin:; <>e are fully borne out by facts; and that statements preju- capital has been imported; the question in point is, Where has it gone to? It 

dic:lal tu th.e conduct o~ , + the Indians are unworthy of belief. The Alliance does not appear to have been invested in foreign securities, nor have capitalists 
would rather suggest that t11~ the interval of the settlement of these questions, been importers of Canadian securities from London. If industry is inadequate 
the Agent ~ow at qka, '~ho ha\s evidently familiarized himself with bo~h sides, to pay for the goods imported, then of necessity the capital is consumed ; in 
be given higher d1scretwnary ')Owers, so as to secure . to the Indians the other words, exported to pay for imports. Canada has a foreign cash account, 
acknowledged right to cut what wood they require for building and heating as well as a foreign merchandise account. If in the latter, exports paid for 
purposes. A serious .grievance. wo ul? t~ms be .rel?oved. ~he Minister of the imports, the cash borrowed by the Government and Loan Societies would be 
Interior will see, that If the Semmar r IS smcere m Its expressiOns, as represented still circulating in the country, which capital would tell decidedly in a reduction 
by the Rev. Mr. Baile, a .simple pla n is here presented to prove it, and one to of the rate of interest. But no such change being perceptible is additional 
which it is hoped the Se mary will c onsent. proof of its absence from the channels of Canadian trade.1 The sum of cash 

. In reply to the que$tions in th : letter of the Mini"Ster of the Interior, as imported added to the unsettled balances against Canadian importers make up 
to "whether the O'Pnt1 P"~ ~"l.rWrro-are interfering between the Government and the adverse balance of trade,-the excess of imports! This principle of arriv­
. . . o-.. ~·"'uH; .. '"Uarantee that the Indians will not lose by rejectirg ing at the adverse balance is the true one, being supported, not by illusory 
the Indians are prep<l:r~d. t~ t\~c.,. the Alliance is satisfied, from the statemen~s customs records, but undeniable facts. As regards the principle, we simply 
the offer o.f the Semmm y, ~lt If they are secured in the rights they enjoyed challenge contradiction. 
of the Indmns themselves, th are not persecuted by the Seminary for daring to The unsettled balances of goods are what is pressing hard on the trade just 
for over a ~und~e? years, and 1eir content and material procrress will be almett now. The banks of this country have doubtless assumed a large share of it, 
change their religwus creed, t 

0 
depending on the retail trade meeting their obligations at maturity. As to the 

a certainty. . ly see the Government relieved from anxiety in. cash account, we are informed by the Finance Minister that he cont~mplates 
. The Alliance would .gla cond any fair and reasonable effort to this end. effecting another loan to extend maturing bonds between now and r88o! 

this ';'!1ole matter, and,will s In~ians will be secured by themselves once the~ What we have been describing is the actual condition. The question now 
The personal. wants of tli undisturbed. Responsible gentlemen are willii\ arises, What are those causes which force trade into the customary channels, 
are allowed ~0 hve and labour e the social and material progress of this $pecia leading to excess of credit, excess of imported goods, the borrowing of large 
to try experu:nents to l?romo 11 cost the Government nothing, and be of deep sums of money by the Government, and the consequent commercial difficulties? 
~and,-expenments which w f the Interior. It is desirable to engage them in If any one imagines that the trade of the country naturally seeks these chan­
mt~rest to the Department . cal industry, for which they have shown special nels irrespective of legislation, he is ill prepared to give an intelligent opinion 
vano~s branches of m~cham. s, it is necessary to secure the civil and religious as to the causes and cure of the depression of trade. 
c~paCity. To accomplish tbJ dy of capital invested, and the retention of the ·we may save ourselves the trouble of seeking for those causes beyond <?ur 
nghts . of th~ people, the sa nient proximity to the metropolis. No movement own mismanagement. In one word, the sole and adequate cause of excessiVe 
~and m t~eir. presen~ c.onve t1 their behalf without first consulting their Chiefs credit and excessive imports is to be found in the present banking law, which 
IS made ~}.this A~socmtiOn ° The Alliance would feel it a deep injustice and rejects the investment in real estate, and confines the trade-of the country to 
and obtammg tbeu· approval. · to their own untutored opinion, in a dispute with the use · of the investment of the capital in the personal property. The conse­
wro_ng, were the Okas to be le gentlemen like the Seminary of St. Sulpice, and quence is that 400 to soo millions dollars' capital is ruled out of use, and has 
~ · nch and talented body of as the Department of the Interior seems disposed no more bearing on the money market than if it were at the bottom of the sea. 
Jts advocates, more especially 1y legal rights in the Seminary. 1 Under the present law you start a bank with so much paid-up capital, which is 
to deny that the Okas have a 

( 



" .N othmg in this Act or in the ordinance aforesaid con tamed, shaH extend to destroy, diminish, or in any manner to affect, the rights and privilegss of ti:e Crown, or of a!zy person or persons, society, or corporate body, ex­ceptmg such only as this Act and the said ordinance \expressly and specially destroys, diminishes or affects." 
Yet thi~ is not the present question between the Okas and the Seminary, and no such _desire h~s been officially expressed to the. Government by this ~lliance, as the dispossc-sswn of the gentleman of the Semmary, and the installation of the Indians as absolute proprietors. It seems evident that the legal advice takei~ by Government has been directed to an issue not now in question, and one likely to prejudice public opinion against the interests and real claims of the Okas. . 

. T~e simple questions are thes~ : I st. Has the Seminary of St. Sulpice obhgat1o~1s to fulfil towards the Indrans ? znd. \Vhat ~re these obligations? 3rd. \V1ll the Government or the courts compel the Semmary to fulfil them? . The :Minister of the Interior will perceive that the legal advice received by his Department, ~s expressed in his letter of the 23rd ult., has no bearing at all upon these questions, and that much of the argument contained in his letter therefore, fails to meet the real issue. ' The Alliance recognizes the fact that the Act of I84o confirmed certain clai.ms _of th~ Seminary. It does not, however, recognize any revocation of the obhgatwns Imposed upon the Seminary by the concessions of the King of France. It rather sees therein an explicit confirmation of those obligations. To satisfy t~e Mini~ter of the Interior that this position is tenable and just, it wo~1ld fix Ius attentwn upon a few undeniable facts . ISt. The Act of I837-38, which s~ught to cor:firm the Seminary as absolute owners \vith no obligations to the Indians, was d1sallowed by the Crown. znd. The Act of I 84o was only allo~ved by the Crown because it contained the very obligations towards the II~d1~ns and others which the disallowed Act \Vas made to evade. 3rd. Until w1th111 the last forty years or thereabouts, the gentlemen of the Seminary faith­fully fulfilled the obligations this Alliance now seeks to have continued, to wit : Erecting house and home for the people, or at least permitting them to erect house and home for themse1ves with timber from the seignories; prosecuting in the name of and as the guardians of the Indians, trespassers who cut \vood on th~ l~nds; permitting the people to cut what wood they require for fuel or bmldmg purposes, as well as for the small industries upon which much of their existence depends ; providing means for moral and religious instruction, and acting in every sense as Trustees. 
Attention is requested to the admissions of the Rev. T. A. Baile, Superior of ~he Seminary, in his letter of the Izth October, I868 (Parliamentary Return, Thu·d Session, First Parliament, 33 Vict., I87o, page I3), in which he says, " \V e allow them to take what wood they require for building purposes ·or for firewood 1 but we do not allow tbem to ·sell it." Also to bis reiteration of this sta~e~ent on page 23, same Return. "If they want any firewood or timber for bmldmg purposes, we allow them to have it." "\Ve have but a few pines 

and the lands, which the Government· now occupy towards other lndian banas. Proof of this is apparent from the statements in the letter of the Minister of the Interior, that "_there is no fund in the possession of the Government belonging to the Oka Indians,·' and that "the Department have no means of purchasing these or any other lal1ds for the Oka band; other than such as the amount given by the Seminary." ' · The Okas occupy a peculiar legal position by no fault of their own. The Seminary petitioned the King of France in I 7 I 7 for the Seigniory of the Lake "as a Mission to these Indians," plainly expressing the desire to secure it for "the advantage of the Indian Mission, not only because of the conversion of the Indians, who being further from the city would also be beyond the danger of becoming drunkards, but also to the colony, which in this way would be pro­tected from the incursions of the Iroquois in time of war." It must be remem­bered that when England took possession of this country, this band of Indians were then under the guardianship and special care of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, on the very seigniory where they still remain ; and that from that period till the confirmation of the Seminary Title in I 84o, the highest legal opinions held that the estates of the Seminary were being held i11~:...5aHy, haviZt5 h::;::.L.G~~.e by the capitulation the property of the Crown. It w as no fau.J.t of the Indians if t~1ey were placed by old legislation in this pec' Llliar position, and left bv. the ordmance of I 840 under the Seminary .trus~eeshi1 p instead. of exclusively Go;,rern­men~ cor:trol. . In fact, the Crown IS duect1 1y responsible for this peculiar relatl_onsbip, a.s It d_tsal~cnved the Act ~f I837-"'J8, by w~ich the Seminary tried to get nd of their obligatiOns to the Indians, aq d put theu care upon the Crown. The plain reason th~refore why the ~or vernment bas no fund .belonging to ~he Okas rs that the Semm~ry of St. Sulpice>: hol~ and have always held this fund 111 trust; have hel~ the posrtr?n towards th<~;. Indians for over two hundred years, one hundred and sixty of which have been .lP -9ka The Government occupy a certain relation towards the Caughnawaga, St. Re (" .-- .. ' ' whic.h gives it the. e;xclusive control of th~se Indim;7.:;1s and other In~ran Daw:;s, Sulpice, by the ongmal deeds of concessiOn and t}] fund.s. The Sem111ary of ::,t. a similar relation towards these Okas which has , e ordmance of I84o, occupy of the funds belonging to the Okas. ' it the exclusive control 
The Seminary maintain that the Okas have 1 they are a tolerated people. Government seems ttO legal righ~s i~1 Oka ; tba_t 'the Okas have no legal rights in the Seignory ther o confirm this VIew. N ?w 1f anywhere else. Thus they are placed in an infe ~ clearly they have no ~I~hts which no other band of Indians occupy. If the 0 wr and a_nomalous positiOn, alienate the Indians rights, it \vas a wrong and an ir ~ma~1Ce ot _I84o was meant to had or has a legal power to perpetrate, and for wh JUSt~ce wh1ch no Government responsible. ~: othing is clearer, however, from th eh _G_overnment must be l~eld as well as from the petitions presented to the Fre ongm~l deeds of conce.sswn, than that these Indians were specially chosen for eh _Kn~g by ~he Sem111ary, as well as a special defence of the Island of ~Iont pecral 111structr~n .and ~are, The letter of the Minister uf the Interior declares t eal from Iroqums 111vaswns. funds belonging to the Oka Indians," and has '110 1at the Governm~nt " has no them. Supposing now, as tbe letter of the Depar eans ?f purchas111g la~1d for event of the refusal of the Okas to accept a mane m~nt mtrmates, that 111 th_e n~ry to leave the Seignory, and they are ultimatel mducement from the Semi­Circumstances of annoyance and restriction whi forced to do so by the same others to leave, and then there is "no fund forthc h have forced hundreds of ming," does the Department 



OXA AND THE GOVERNliENl'. 

~~TORS FROM OKA/tf.~ 
THE PROPOSED PICNIC-THE NEW SCIROO -

LACROSSE-A LET'l'ER FROlf OTTAWA, 

This afternoon three hearty-looking Indians 
from Oka. arri vcd in town on business in 
relation to th& r•roposed picnic to be hetd 
there. They paid a visit to this office, 
and showed that a great deal of interest 
is being manifested among the members 
of the tribe in the 11roposed gathering. 
The great difficulty tn•ises in connection with 
the ht.nding at Oka, the Seminary, which pro­
fesses to control the wharf, haV'ing denied ~r- I 
mission for auv excursion to land. Var:ous ' 
means of o~ereoming this difficulty have been I 
suggested, among them being a proposal t1 

to l.a.nd rbht oprosite the picni0 grounds. 
In any case the Semillat•y c.annot prevent , 
ordinary passengers from landmg, and as the 1 
Saturday rate is only $1 return there is little 

1 doubt but that many would take advantage of 
it when the time arrives, but the other plan is · 
much to be preferred, as it saves a long and 
dusty walk. The Indians speak of many at­
tractions, such as eanoe races, lacrosse matches, 
&c., and n demonstration in Indian costumes. 

One of the Indians this afternoon said, with 
regard to the new school house, thnt Mr. Me-

1 Girr had arrived at Oka. from Ottawa after a 

1 

six w.eeks' stay there but, could give them no 
definite news. 'l'hey had. made application to 
be allowed to cut wood for the new school 
heuse in the village, but the Government .t.lad 1 

replied that it would be better to bring 
the lumber ftom somewhere else, as the 
proprietorship in . the standin~ wood was no a 
vet decided. Until toe Seminary's claim to it 
had been disproved, they wouid have to take i~ 
at their risk. 'l'he Government would not for­
bid t.beir takinJ;t" it, but would not guarantee 
that they woul<1 be undisturbed in taking it. 
!rhe Indians were very desirous of having a suit­
...We sehool-house. 
~,:: W).en asked if there was anything further 
~ivn regarcllng the removal of the band to 
~:fJSke>ka, the three replied that ~fr. McGlrr 
~d gi-ve tbem no furtber information ab~nt 
ft. Sald one of them, ''There aro only twenty­
BYe families who would agree to go, and there 
are eighty families wno wantto remain." 'fhere 
"'!'$ also about thirty families scattered away 
.from the seigniory, who are waiting for an op­
portunity to come back to it as soon as thev fan 
~ house and lands. · 

BeiDg asked whether the young men of Oka 
have played lacro<~se at aU this year, one of 
them replidd, "Since all these difficultiei>1 we 
have Dot played at all, except some of the little boy-." 

The following letter has been received from 
Ottawa: 

''.l flm very mnch.aurprised to see by editorials and 
artwles in yl.'ur. paper that you deem it expedient to 
accept as a fact all tl1e unfounded and atllf rumors 
that beoome current in this city in regard to the Olea 
lndune. Every item that appe.trs in tllis case in any 
ut t.he pB.,ers bere Is onh a conje' tnre, and merely 
gatberea lor •he sue ot tpel'nlauon, as it is a weU· 
1'11c that nt body linows as v1-t what arraugements lire 
being arrived at hetlleen.tbe Departme• t and Mr. 
McGirr. The \\O:hole ma&ter as yet is absolotEJy con­
fined to the Government and it.s agent at •h!at placP.. 

A greAt aet.l has bet>n wrtttt-n and said m reganJ to 
:Mt·. Al<·Girr beiog faverable to the ~rentJe;nen of the 
8emiLary, but 1 kDow that such n not the case. Ru­
mor~t •IBt have bet'n <'nrrent to confirm this ft>eHnlol" 
have been alto, ether wrtho11t foundation, an•t I tbink 
a giea• injustice has been done to M.r. M:cGirr, io for 
~ne momcmt entertaining the tbougbt tbat he waa IDl· 
1avorable to and working ajlaioss the Indiana. 1 also 
Jmow as a positive fact that he 11 do1og all he can to 
tu.r,J:er their intel'eet•. It is true that he ts here at pre. 
aent on business in tbis connectioo and has daily in­
ternews wnb the Supenntendant 9f Indi!¥1 Affairs, 
and it would further a,:~pear that arrangement~ of 
some kmd are being n:ade, bot what the issue will be 
neither .JOO r.oor your tele~raphic cofl'espoodent no.r 
any tther perron can yet te•L 

''1 tbtngbtit tecessary to make this explanatiGqasi 
am in po~onion to li row most of what is Pa.sainlr and to 
.rliffuse any et roneous ideas p~:ople may be entert:uning 
Jn regard to th1s matter." 

ARE THE OKA INDIANS TO BE 
TURNED OUT ? I (; 

1 

r. 

SIR,-It ~ppears that the negotiationfh~n 
the Government and the Seminary t)f St. 
Sulpice with reepect to the Oka Indians has 
come to this : 

I 1. The Seminar"f will give the Indians $20,. 
000 to leave Oka, and thus leave the seignior!es 
its absolute property. 

2. The Government will grant the Indians an 
ialand in Manitoba.. . 

It is remarka.bl;v kind on the part of the 
Seminary to give a people $20,000 for nothing. 
It maintains that the Indians have no claim 'I or 
rights in the seigniory, yet it is anxious to give 
them $20,000 to go away. Herd is a hint for 
impecunious editors, officA·seekers, and such 
people, who may make something handsome by 
making themEelves obnoxious. Yet it is far 
" tuo thin," to use an Americanism, and only 

l serves to show that the Seminary fears a legal 
contest as to the proprietary rights of the 

·Indians. '"8 1 

I am very sorry that any influence .should be 
brought to bear to induce the i udians to accept · 
this proposal. It is no credit to the Govern­
ment at all, to do now what could as easily have 
been done without its intervention. That is no 

I satisfactory , way of settling it, by e~·eating 
the Semina1•y absolute owners

1 
v;here now 

we maintain it is only a· trustee, unrler 
pretence of benefiting the Inrlians, who will 
then be sent back to savage life among the wild 
and uncivilized red-skins of Manitoba, and on an 
island by themselves at that, far from the Chris· 
tian a.nd civilizing influences which have brought 
about their convenion. 

This Oka question is a great national ques­
tion, and every man in the Dominion is inter­
ested in it. Tha Uka Indians are neerlerl in this 
Province. They have silently suffered many 
years; their influence has been shown in t1e 
very jail where they were • confined. As a. 
¥:rench Catholic gentleman [once a bitter op. 
p<fnent to them] said to me in dte. Scholastique, 
" The Semi~Nry fear the prolonged contrast of 
the conduct of this people, with the ignorance 
and superstition about them. They (the In­
dians) are civilizing the bigoted 0(\tholics of thjs 
county {Lake of Two Mountains), and I hope 
their friends wil: keep them where they are." 

.A n effort can be made to raise the necessa;ry 
fur: d. ta test the lt•gal right of the Indians and 
the c!aims they have to maintain themselves on 
and out of the Seigniory. It may take a vear 
or two, but victory is ce-rtain. It is natural to 
weary of hard work, but this work is a great na­
tional duty, as much our own interest and that 
of our Roman Catholic friends "ho do not want 
to be oppressed by an overpowering ecclesiastica.l 
grip upon the prosperity of the Prcvince, as it 
is that of the Indians. 

I think, from present appearances, that the 
Okas will not have to dep~ud so much upon 
their friends for support as formerly, as various 
means are being u~ed to get them work. But it 
will be a. lastiug disgrace to us if we now give in, 
and acknowledge by our withdrawal that the 
defence of tlersecution and wrong in our Province 
is a hopeless task. ' H. 

P. S.-Why is there ''No &port" of the Oka 
agency in the last blue book of the Department 
of the Interior ? Tlte Govc1·nment is af1·aid to 
publish it! 



THE OK& MISSION. 
The Rev. J. A. Dorloo, Ketb~~~urr at Oka is very glad to be. 'l.hle ~ ,0$ Ual 

frhuilo' of &hi• ~-h ~ that tbera are now 5o dar schoola ta 
working order on his mission, one in \he 
of Oka, with 65 au::holara in attendance, taq; i 
by M.i18 Ella Akin, a graduate of the MoQnt Normal School of Montreal, and the otll1r aOtaool in the country, about four mUee from ..ae 'VlllaJre. 
with 23 scholars In attendanc;e, taogfat bJ' MlU 
Charlotte Oatherine, an I~diaat wom'-who ~ 
been. educated in the mlauon achoo! M Qb. Tli~ English ia the only langtJage taught m tbeaohoolt, 

• there is alao a very good Snnday.acb.oolla con· 
nection with this miBBion. He a11o daowle(lgel 

I with .t;banka the- receipt of bolldf.g m•terltJa 
that he recaived from friends la Moa~ 1aH fall to build the new sobool bouae ia the oaan\Q', 
as followa : Fonr windows and • door &om !h. James Shea~r; door baugiaga &om Mr. Tabb ; 
one keg of shingle nails from Mr. Wa\JdDI; onofe 
keg of board nails from Mr. Henq ; one box 
nails from Mr. l.'arka ; one can of ttUpentlne anj 
a can of putty from Mr. Mlllen; oae box of glass and a can nE linseed-~U, and two ems 
pliat ftom Mr. Klmber ; swo thoutaad 

. ~·.t· 
l \ ~ ,.~· 

DAILY 

'-. OKA. MEWS. 
\Oil Mr. MoG&, left Ob nUlel ~ 11i1t 

i 
8atalday eveDing, and" is re~ bJ' ~_G~M·GI the Parb' who Wlah to leave 0~ tbM be 1111 goDito Ottawa to negotiate wiUl the &.em­mat for the Immediate removal ol the Iadlau. 

~ 
Others ray that; he bu goue toToroato wftla 310 •• 
000, Rivea to him by the 8eD.&inarJ', to patOhaae 

~ tbe ahty thouaand acres iD MUikoka. 
,........ _ Oblef John Tnriaba, aocompaDled b7 Mr , \. "gnace A.ttoaioa, darted for Otbwa tohl8 mora• 

tng to have a confere. nee with tbe Hon. 8uperiia­teadeat of Indian AJfalrB. about certalD matteN 
which concern the Okas. 

...._~_.-lri"D' ..... ·----- -



:ti 06 HJLLtlDUC~ 

THE oKAS. 
'.Mr. M.c.Girr, who was sent by Government 

to protect the interests of the Oka Indiana. 
seems to have ~ome tie agent of the Semina.l'1 to get rid of them. A telegram sa~ he is in Ottawa completing the ar· 
rangements for the remov-t.l of the Indians 
to ){usko~ The Indians are, according 
to this, to leave their seigniory eighteen miles long by eie;ht or nine in breadth_. 
where they now have reasonably comfort· 
ll>ble houses and partly cleared farms, and 
to accept ten thousand.~Cf8, equal to abQ\l.i-a hundred acTes api~ce, of rougli land iD. a 
wildemesa; . t¥ ~sj; ~ wbich is un· cultivabht.\~io~ wl~~-~ ~nlr.}liWl- .. qpan· ti.ty of provisio~Mt a.n«r farm i~entao 
"J:.his land is bought i om the Govera'llle&t 
at Afty et:ats iUl. acre Of .the ~t'l'1 

which also undertakes the whole cos\ of the 
transfer. Mr. McGirr says some of the Ill.· 
dians decline to be removed OIL the 
p:round that they " do not approve . of 
" the scheme," but he thi.Dks their objec­
tions will soon be got over. What are the 
faets 'f Simply that the Indians knoW 
as yet nothing about what is to be 
done for them. Some few of thEim talk 

· of going, giving the fear ,of further per· 
secution from Brother Philippe as one 

! princ1palreason for desiring a change, and 
•
1 

are under the impression that Government 
\ is going to give them sixty thousand acres. 

The majority of the Indians have no 
thought of moving. Thev have not ex. 

\ 

press~d a;ny dlaa;pprova.l of Mr. lfeGirr's 
scheme, since it has uever been ooJD.ll).Ulli· 
Cil.ted to them. Stateme~~ were tii1ee4 

in the hit.'nds of ~ ~- 1111411t\....,I"P 
to llim that all WMJ!d which they naturally demurred, AAlM'ri!IP·tltu.t. 
the only thing they had any -~-e 
was exile from their present 
declined to bind themselves till they ha<} a 
business-like offer which they could. laT ~ fore their friends. This did not suit ltr. 
McGirr, and he thenoe!orth reoo~ed in his negotiations only sueh Indians as were 
not averse to a change. :Mr. KeGirr's 
opinion that all the Indians will go when 

' the proper time comes is not based on any 
present intention or feeling of the Indians, 
who are more and more attached tO their 
present homes, in which they are be­ginnin~ to prosper, and who are less 
readv than. ever to :ft.ee from perseenticJn, 
The bane of Indian communities is their 
tribal form. Government shottld by no 
act perpetuate it, but s,b.ould encourage the 
Indian in every war to aspire to tlle posi­
tion of eitlzeJL If the Ok& l1Jili&ua 
sell their present farP18 for would probably ooe by oae'tl[llG .,.. ... -...,_~,,. ..... , 
to 'Manitoba and ·_ ,el&e.11r~Qi~;:;~~ 
might have an 
grow into wealthy and le&.altll ·.~~~-



THE OKA TRIAL. 
To the Editor of the Oanadian Gleaner. 

THE Oka trial has passed into the future 
:md will never be resurrected unless the 
Seminary once more brings it to life. 

Many ask, What will be the next play 
on the programme ? Echo answers a 
change of venue. The Seminary asked 
for a change of venue, which 1.hey got at 
Aylmer, and what then 1 why the jury 
could not agree, nor will any jury agree 
unless a straight colored set of twelve 
~en be found 'Yh~ will be obliged to be­
heve a charge s1m1lar to the one given to 
the jury at Aylmer. We knGw for a fact, 
th.at before the charge to the jury, on last 
tnal, the twelve men, ho:nest and true 
stood eleven to one for acquittal. I would 
simply ask, why should eleven men 
(honest and true) agree upon acquittal be­
fore the Judge's charge ? Was the Judge 
biased, or was it because of the address of 
the Attorney for the Seminary 1 Perhaps 
the learned counsel can inform us. The 
Attorney for the Seminary did his best to 
influence the Jury by referring to creed, 
nationality, &c. Contrast his address to 
the Jury with that of Mr Maclaren's, at­
torney for defence, who said not a single 
word in regard to religion, creed, or nation­
ality, but gave a clear statement of proof 
as given by the several witnesses, and 
then left the whole matter with the Jury. 
Mr Foran, Mr Maclaren's associate for the 
defence, in a forcible speech, made the case 
very plain to the Jurors, and to him much 
credit is due. Mr Foran is a rising lawyer 
of our good city, and will be sure to make 
his mark. 

There is one point on which the tax­
payers of this poor Province of Quebec 
have much to say, and it is this : You 
have been taxed to the tune of some 
$10,000, for three trials, and will y~m sub­
mit to a fourth, merely to satisfy the de­
sire of some one to convict these poor per­
secuted Indians ? I think: not. So far, 
there has been no evidence but that of the 
man Perillard, of whom many witnesses 
swear positively he was not at the point 
of observation he (Perillard) swears he 
was, just when the fire was set. Also, it 
is a well-known fact that several of the 
witnesses for the prosecution were absent 
from Oka at the time of the fire, yet they 
swear positively as to facts. Further com­
ment is not necessary, as British fair play 

seems to be getting played out in this 
our Province of Quebec. r 

SAKOTANARAS, Chief. 
Montreal, Feby. 17th, 1880. i 
[The trial was an expensive one for the _, 

Ok:as. Over fifty witnesses had to be t 
taken all the way from Oka to Aylmer, -~ 
and kept there for a fortnight, while t 
Mr Foran received his well-earned fee. 
A nu m her of warm friends of the perse­
cuted tribe have subscribed liberally to 
pay these expenses of the defence, but 
there is still a balance due of $110. Any t 
subscriptions left at the Gleaner office will 
be forwarded. The Indians, wearied of J 
always being the prosecuted, have turned 
the tables by causing the arrest of Bully 
Fauteaux for cutting wood on their re­
serve. He has been committed for trial t 
at the first assizes -ED. G.] 

WEATHER REPORT BY DR SHIRRH'F. 
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TUESDAY,., J'UNE ~ 
BRIGHT DAYS IN OKA. 

L A DAY AMONG THE INDIANS-THE FARMING 
COMMUNITY-FULFILLED PROMISES. ~--------------------------------------------------------------------- .. ~- The men, howeftl', ittdul~d 

iDllO audlluxury. 
The service was especially interesting. The 
~ .. Jfr. DQrion preached in French, his sub­
je~ being the Temptation of Jesus. His re­
!D&l"ks were interpreted by the interpreter into 
~uois, not sentence by sentence, but half the 
se:rmon at a time. At the conclusion of the 
preacb•c service a class meetin~ was held, in 

On Saturday evening a WITNEss reporter took 
the train to Vaudreuil, thence drov«S along the 
river shore to Como, crossed over to Oka, and 
there received a. hearty welcome from Rev. Mr. 
Dorion, the missionary of the reserve. Mr. 
Dorion llad nothing but favorable reports 
of the great majority of the Indians. 
Thev have been clearing more land ; their 
houses are much better looking, and more 
comfortable tban for years past, and the 
ones recently built have enabled the Indians to 
live in a more civilized manner than they had 
been accustomed to do. But. perhaps, the most 
pleasant sign of all was the garclen which 
stretched out in front of or behiad each house, 
and in which the universal potato foi"DlS the 
principal feamre. 

In the morniDg the AM ordet wt£s - Ufte 
out to 

~~~~~~~! 
in ~u.~." {lbod:f; f.ifili~~ -~- ' ltoli'f che v.ttlage;....amonpt:.-~~-~ 
is DOW lJ.:\8 ODlf, ~blfa-: ~ $he~ 
pos.sesal.. and if 1. very suli.sli&ht.tif -60m~"lfl 
able place of mee~g, but altogetb•t toe smaB 
for religious set'rices. The drive to it is 
a vety beautJful one. From the top of the 
sand hill the view is one t-o exclte admi­
ration. Right below glide the waters or the 
Ottawa, hemmed in by verdure clothed banks, 
rising up behind which are eminences JCraceful 
in form and rich in color. Down the river on 
the opposite side the steeple of Vaudreuil 
(Jhurtli is visible, and the ~een waters of the 
St. Lawrence, and on the north side, the Back 
Rivei",beyond which riseslUount:Royal, A cool, 
invigorating breeze comes up from the river. We 
are now on the Indian common, which stretehea 
for some distance. In U were seated some 
twenty Indians waiting for the teams whicll 
their frie:nds from the eountry are accustomed 
to send to bring taem to the ohureh. The com­
mon is fenced in, and has a gate guarded by 
one man so that no cattle may trespass on the 
cultivated land. The caretaker is recompensed 
for his trouble by the free enjoyment of a 
house and plot of ground. On pasaing this gate 
we are 

IN THE FARMING DISTRICT. 
The division between properties is rather in­
definite, there bein2 no fences or any visible 
evidence of boundary. Some farms are fair­
ly cultivated after a primitive fashion, 
but much more might be made out of the ma­
jority of them. if not all. The Indians, how­
ever, are settling down to farming for a liveli· 
hood, and the probability is that they will turn 
out excellent farmers. A sad evidence of offi­
cial bungling was the farm of ex-Chief 
Louis Sanation, whic.:h, laliti year, had been 
cleared for him, the Indians making a 
" beea for the purpose. This year it has J 
been neglected, and as a resnlt is overgrown 
with saplings. In a · subsequent conversation 
he said that the reason be did not cultivate nor 
let it on shal'es was that the Uovernment had l 
forbidden him to do so. The same J>Olicy: seems 
to ha.ve been pursued in regard to tbe whole of 
the l,ndians who eJS.pressed their intention of 
cOiDJr tO :Muskoka. They were 

NOTP·ka~~~~~Qa~~~~~~~~lt 
they bave sold tlltir housellold e~ ; th• 
moner obtaimld lot lhem. has gone; the G~ 
meDt hav-e not moved them as yet f the -QO~­
me~t agent has been away for a- month, and tke 
maJority of those who hAve trusted to the 
promises of removal are in very straitened cir-

' cumstances. 
The school-house was filled to overflowing 

some worshippers having to sit on the step~ 
outside. The total congregation would number 
about 130 persons, A great improvement 
was visible in the dress of both the men 
an~ women. The younger men had white 
shtrts and Byron or Shakespeare collars, and 
suits of respectable bl!l,ck were visible here and 
there, One, a man of middle age, who how-

l 
ever, has taken as his consort a l!, rench ~oman 
had assumed the dignity of a black silk 
hat. It is a much less expensive mat­
ter fqr the Indian women to dress in tba 

1

1 height of fashion than the men. With many 
and bri~ht.colored shawls and a good pair of 
boots, or with slippers which show the least 
!>it of a bright colored stocking, an Indian belle 

I 1s happy. But amongst the congregatlon on 
I Sunday morning there were BOme slx hats of the 

shapes peculiar to feminine taste-usually with 
broad brims tucked up here and there, and set 
•ff with a f<!!ather and flowers. It is evident 
that the Indian women have adopted a fashion 
that once prevailed in the higher circles. There 
were several snuff boxes in church and 
occasional pinches were indulged in: and 
the box was never taken out without beiag 
passed around to all within th.e im.mediatQ 

UJl· 
De .. 

~, ~WhQ 
,g of ,fuita 

, to recover 
ro the North· 

; ore Rail'W&Y' 
~arned that his 
than robbery by 

prevent him orllit 
And now he has to 

being disallowed. The 
Credit Foncier is uncon· 

JUt; it grants a mono~ly 
dtutional lawvers think be­

.Jd it arrogates jurisdiction be­
If the province. Did that pre­

.a.rried with a hi2h hand 1 These 
RLES OF QUEBEC LEGISLATION 

to show the kind of laws our pro­
·makers pass. Such being the case, 

.ordinary that they should be losing 
JJ. public estit~1ation 1 When to that is 

he fact that not a few of the leading 
.1 power have been strongly suspected of 

;t personal practices; when some are 
b. to have been offered, and one to have 

1ted, bonuses from parties to whom 
had secured special, unusual and JH3r· 

s unconstitutional advantages; with scandals 
j the Tannery land swap and St. Lin un­

Jasantness ; with the admission made by a 
·emier to the Lieutenant-Governor, that the 
egislature was ruled by a railway r1noo; with 
bankrupt appointed to the charge of the most 
aluable provinc:lal asset, is it at-range thathon~ 
t men should look askance at the powers who 

:ule in the Province, and that the local Le~ 
ature should be rapidly falling into coa~U 
Mr. Church, if he wishes sincerely to kJlew"" 
the. .Legi~Jiative Assembly is losiDg grouatl m 
public estimation, will Atld $here ue -9th4W liQd 
stro:aget" and more nn'f)].euaat reasoaa 1iO ~ 
fer thef-t than their modesty fll not l)f016 
lng 8gainat the encroachments of the Fed 
uthorlties. Mr. Marchand, with an-eat. tru: 
ointed. out another reMQ.U.iQI. <aWfghjb• P~ 

v1118ei 'b«VIlOit 'roun ;aiiiltlliiffs the at~ 't. 
iUpon the autonomy of the Province, :tDaa6 by 
the removal of Mr. Letellier, in eomoitan()f;l 
with a petition, siped among others. biY Jrr. 
Church himself. Mr. Mathieu said taat the­
removal of 1rl.r. Letellier was the earrytili[ out 
of the principle of responsible government, sud 
it is needless to say, alluded to Mr. Lafontaine 
and Le>rd Metealfe. There is, of course, not 
the slightest resemblance between the . two 
caaes, but as probably not oae in twenty of his­
hearers knew exactly the point at issue between 
Mr. Lafontaine and Lord Metcalfe, and still 
fewe-r are aware of the little polltical intrigue 
which was at the bottom of Mr. Lafontaine's 
resignation, fDd which was defeated by the 
Governor's :flrmness, the comparison, no doubt, 
was most eft'eetive, Mr. Ross put the question 
on the proper ground. For himself, he said, 
be did not very :anuch care how long the dura­
tion of the Legislature was made, but he thou2ht 
that a point whlch ought to be left to the deei· 
ston of the people. Let the prolongation of the 
Legislature be made a question at the next elec­
tions, .and the electors decide it. As the ques· 
tlon now stood it seemed very much to be sltn· 
ply how long will we vote ourselves into oftice. 

whieh tb:He were evidences of much interest 
o.n4 spirit. The singing was especially good. 

In the evening a united prayer and elass 
meeti~g was held in Chief John's house, which 
also was crowded. Here, so interested were the 
Indians, on several occasions two stood up and 
apoke at the same time, but still the meeting 
was very orderly and there was 

AN ABSENCE OF SNUFF. 
Yesterday morning a Council meeting was call­

ed for the early Jlour of 6.30 to protest against 
the disposal of the laud of the reserve to auv 
not members of the Indian band in whose .in­
terest the reserve is supposed to be held. Chief 
John in introducing the subject of discourse 
said that the baud first was settled on the 
Island of Montreal, and thence moved to Sault 
au Recollet and afterward to Oka. They are . 
quite satisfied wtth their present reserve and 
intend to remein on h. Some thirteen years 
ago, when they had .some trouble with the Semi· 
Jlaey, a deputation was sent to Ottawa and was 
informed by Mr. Sprague, Deputy Minister of 
Indian Affairs, that the sebrnory belonged to 
them and that the Seminary were simply their 
guardians. They, therefore, have resolved that 
tlley would from this time resist the settlement 
of aliy whites amongst them in violation of the 
law regarding Indian reserves. This resolution 
bein2 put in form was passed by a unanimous 
Mlldti.ut v_ote of the CounciL 

While the meeting was in pr6gress the 
"~~ arrived in sight and our reporter 
left oil it. On arriving at Montreal the wharves 

seated a atriking appearance from their 
Dell aad the want of llfe on them. 
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E OKA QUESTION 
ZETTE." 

T BE EDITOR . OF ' 
m,-If thtJ statements 
ay on the Oka. quest; 

l:,ioulu atford more mater-___ ..- .v .. 

ttid" scandal ;" but w hatevl'r oertam parties o 
}papers would like to make of this matter, b 
they Conservative or LiLeral, it ha~:~ friend 
enough on both sides who care more for jus­
tice than they c;,are for party, and w})o will ex­
pose any attempt to use · it for 11 party pur­
poses." It is pe:J;fectly consietent with one's 
political attachments to keep this Oka. ques­
tion unspotted from party purp~es.. If not, 
then it is better to be no partizan, and to be 
honest. 

1. 'l'he reasonl!t'" why the Government let­
ter was not published "until after the 
elections" are very simple. Though dated 
23rd March, it had to pass through the bands 
of the agent at Oka, who, after copying it, 
sent it to the Rt:v. Mr. ~orland at St. Johns. 
A meeting of the C. ~· Alliance was then 
called, a special committee appointed to 
ft:ame a reply. The Irjdians at Oka and the 
lliwy.er here bad to be consulted, the reply h11.d 
to be written, and another meeting of the 
Alliance cal!Atd to ratify it. The~ is nothing 
•t all wonderful in the delay of four weeks to 
do all this, espeeially as tbe former Secretary 
of the Alliance had, in the-meantime, got into 
public difficulty, and 1 had to B88ll11le his 
Olllce, pt;o tea., ~d get the Alliance books 
and papeJ"S out of se\Zute· There was every 
excuse here for (felayi'W .the whole iiuLtter 
" until after the electioqt~," bu,t there was rlo 
delay whatever. J · ·~ 

2. It ia absolutely ualrue " that the publi- . 
cation u·as delayed at the

1 
reg_uest of the Govern.- · 

ment unt1l the election& were over." "'''he falsity 
of this charge might have been obtained by 
one minute's inqutry ffom me, before mak­
ing such an accusation I wrote t,he reply 
myself, submitted it to \be Council, and sent 
it direct the next day tb the Hon. Mr. Mill111 
without waiting to tran}tmit it tb.rollg'h the 
agent at Oka. J 

A few days afterwards I had a pri vat.e in· 
teniew with Mr. Mills ~n Ottawa, . .J: think I 
removed some -wrolig Impressions he 
held. · He certainly paid great atten .. 
tion to what · 1' had to say, and 
showed an impartial .(!esire to have the 
question settled. lie · ~1d not say one word 
about the '' "le<Jlions," made no allusion to 
the question being u~.&. for " 'arty pur­
poses,'' but without ~flY hln~ ttOUl him I as­
sured him that eerta.in rumora ~ untrue, 
that those of us who were Comervat.Ve3 ....... ?, 
tryinll: .to make political capital out of th 
letter of the Government. l had bee':l told 
this in Ottawa., and .Mr. Bow~u, when lD~~~­
ducing me to Mr. Mills, rem~ked that Jt 
was certainly not a Conservative mov~ment, 
as the largest proportion of the Oounc1l were 
Liberals." I do not fear to say b~N that I 
was personally solicited by leadlDg Con~ 
servatives to publish the . 6ov~rn­
ment letter before the electwns, JUSt 
as I am sure some leading Liberals 
would gladly do, if the. tables '\'fere turned. 
When there . are partiz~&ns eager enough to 
use the vilest tool they can handle to harm 
harm" the other party,'l it is no wonder that 
even mild partizans sh()uld be eager to use 
this Government letter. 

It is a. fact that some Liberalai in the Al­
liance opposed tb.e pubUcation, but n? party 
arguments were usedl on one s1de • or 
tlie other. It is 1a fact too, wh1ch 
common fairness compels me to state, 
that most of them urged its pubrication-not 
likely tor '' pa.J:tY purposes." 



After mv intervie wi.lli Mr. Mills, I had 
a three hours discussion with a Government 
official weU posted on the question, but this 
discussion was with a few friends in the even­
ing, and had no official mealling. There it 
was again said to me that those of us who 
were Conservatives, desired to embarrass the 
Government by brf~ging on. tbts qu6stioll on 
the eve of the election. '!'here again, I 
assured him that no US6 would be made of 
the document until the elections were over. 
,SQ that instead of a Liberal scheme to keep 
back the letter, it was solely my own doing, 
and I did it simply became I 1aw 
that an attempt wou,la be maJe to 
use it at the time. The Government had no 
more to do with delaying its publicatbn than 
the man in the moon. I might have easily 
sent it to t4e papers in time to cause the 
profoqnd sensation at its arbitrary and UB• 
dignified tone, which i~ has Mince oauaed. l 
took upon myse::lf the responsibility of keep­
ing It back, and am willing to be blamed for 
doing so. What I personally think about 
the letter has been made public ; but I do 
not wish to see the question used either to 
embarraas or exonerate one party or the 
other. Any excuse is used now-a-qays to 
have a fling at a party in or out of power, 
aud I know many would be glad to make 
such use of this question. 

It ought to give you satisfaction that the 
Oka.s' friends "roM as gently as any sucking 
dove." You have yourself strongly con­
d~:mued " strong w+itiag frotll the friends of 
the O~tas." To-<lay yoq are disappointed at 
not ftqding it, and pay us the compliment of 
sarcasm for now discussing the matter in the 
very •Hspassionata way you yourself SU;!it:lSt­
ed it should be disc}lssed. '£he reply of the 
alliance is strortg ·in Jtsfaets. It can afford to 
leave " strong writiog" to people who have 
no facts to deal with~ 

Your allusion to " the Jesuits" 
is irrelevant. In the correspondence 
wit4 the Govern~ent, no such language has 
beeq used agatqst tlle Jesqits as has been 
editorially produced in the -GA~ITT.Bl. It once 
suited the policy of the G UEru to say rough 
thinga aboqt the Jesqits. It may yet suit its 
polic v to say great and good things about 
the Okas. People who cannot separate a 
question like this tram politics are not the 
friend of the Okas. I think I would rather 
have the reputatien of being their foes than 
their friends, 

Youra, 
W. GEO. BEERS. 

May 91 1878 



&. CHAPTER OF NO'l'IH 500K J OTTINGS, ILL US· 

TitA'l'ED. 

· A reporter's note-bonk at any interesting trial 
'!most invariably comains many items which,. 

\ b.rough 'haste in the preparation of his dail~ roll 

) 

)nanuscrip:, or .other reason,never oo~ the hght. 
this occaswn, however, advantage lS hken of 

j portraits which appear in this number of the 
1TNESS to collect a few of these straggling 
~s which probably will prove of some interest. 
tw'ithstanding the statement made at an .ear!y 
,ge of the trial that the character 8, often seen m 

.e Indian names, represents the consonant svund 
:/. the English w it doubtless has }Jroved a stum­
)ling block to m~ny in the pronunciation of these 
names. The Iroquois language was first written 

·by a Frenchman. Meeting in the Indian the 
consonant sound represented by th.e letter w in 
English which is not indi -::ated in the French, 
he was forced to represent it by some charac_ter 
not in their alphabet. Perhaps not knowmg 
English or more probably bein~ too· proud to 
iorrow a letter from the alphabet of the tradi­
_tonal foe of his country, or because he preferred 
"o.go farther back to the Greek, he adopted the 
;haracter 8. It is said that this is a corruption 

f)f the Greek IS or ou, and in support of this the 
the statement is advanced that some of the ear­
lier representations of the Indian language were 
in Greek characters. 

Regarding this langua~e, some. good things 
were got off during the trial by B1s Honor Mr. 
Justice J ohnson. The Indian witnesses were, 
like the rest of the race, naturally phlegmatic 
and very slow in speech. The delay in giving 
their testimony from this cause was aggravated 
by the fact that the questions to them had to be 

REV. FATHER LACAN. 

translated from English or l!"'rench into Iroquois, 
then back into French by one interpreter and 
into English by another. His Bonor, who had 

i expected the whole trial to las~but a few hours, 
\ was naturally enough disappointed to see before 

him an array of some fortr such witnesses, and 
on one occasion, during a. dispute as to the proper 
translation of evidence, expressed himself some­
what as follows : I do not think there is 
any place iq the world except Lower Canada 
where such a. mode of trial · would be allowed. 
First a question is asked ; then it is translated 
by an interprreter who is sworn to tell the 
truth-a. very proper man I h.ave no ci9Jlbt ;--­
then the witness makes a-noise of some kmd 
which we may infer is speech ; then it is diluted 
into French ; there is a dispute over it ; it is 
again turned over into English ; and you~ca.ll it 
-evidence. .Well I suppose it's all, right, but it 
would be allowed in no other country in the uni­
verse. 

Speaking of the witnesses recalls an extraor­
dinary difference in the treatment between those 
for the Crown and those for the defence. At the 
beginning of the trial Mr. Monsseau moved that 
all witnesses be removed from Court. The 
Crown witnesses were then placed in a hall or 
room opening out from the Court room trom 
which every word intended for the jury :::ould be 
heard while the witnesses for the defence were 
lccked up in a small room downstairs in which they 
were almost stifled bv the heat from a huge 
stove, while no ventilation could be obtained 
until Mr. J ames A. Mathewson, one of the in· 
car-cerated, managed to break open one of the 
windows. · 

statute but under H the whole jury conld be 
English-8peaking, the only limitation being as to 
the number who spoke that language. But not­
withstanding this agreement only five of the 
jurv were Etwlish-speaking,which was made the 
subject of a p~otest on t~ P.art of the • .defence, 
which in the case of a convictiOn, would m all pro­
bability have upset the trial. It is interesting to 
learn something of how these jurors were selected. 
Two at least out of the English-speaking jurors 
at fust summ~ned, Mes'irs. W atson, of the La­
chate Road and John Smith, of Cushing, were 
over age, ~~d ~n the case ?f · Smit_h the clerk . of 
the munic1pahty ha::l prevwusly given due noture 
of that fact. But, nevertheless, they were su~­
moned, and, of course, refused to serve. Th~u 
selection in the first place may have been a mis­
take but it is remarkable that the name of but 
one 'English-speaking juror was added to the 
supplementary list to :fill their place, that of the 
twelfth English-speaking juror being filled by 
one whose language is French. This English 
juror whose name was added to the supplemen­
tary 'list with two others, was challenged by 
t!le Cro~n when the time for selecting the 
panel in the arson case came, no cause being 
given. The reason subsequently advance~ by a 
court official was that the three stayed m the 
same hotel with Mr. MeLaren, and one 
or two other English-speaking citizens. The 
strength of this objection is very m_anifest when 
it is considered that nearly all the JUrors put up 
at the same hotel as Mr. Moul.'seau, the counsel 
for the prosecution, :tnd he could easily under· 
stand that the counsel for the defence was quite 
as wideawake as himself. :However, he made 
two slight mistakes, f~r he ch~en~ed a man ' 
from his own hotel, evidently m mistake, and 
Mr. McLarPn kept his self-re~pect ~ntirely _ 
above suspicion, as far as infiuencmg the Jury by 
anv but legitimate means was concerned. But 
to come 'Jack to the juror whose name was on 
the supplementary list. He is M_r. Dudd~r~ddge, 
:::arria!{e builder of Lachute. HlB ~rtrait IS Oll;e 
of the illustrations of this artiCle, and IS 
given to f'how the kind of man who would 
not suit the Crown for a juror. Mr. Mous­
seau is · fortunate sometimes in his selection 
of a jury as for instance that memorable one 
which, a:fter three days' evidence and speeches 
did not know whom they were trying and 
brought in the prosecutor not guilty. It is quite 
evident t:hat Mr. Dudderiddge would not suit 
him. and.-hia_anxiety to have th c~e tried in 
Montreal, where such a jury as he d~sues illlght 
be obtained without very much difficulty, may 
thus be explained. 

Mr. Dudderiddge had not much to regret that 
he was not accepted, although he and the others 
who were challenged with him, Messrs. Dunbar 
and Crozier from that time out, were known as 
" the reje~ted of Argenteuil." The jury 
were locked up for five days and four nights. 
From all accounts the room which these 
twelve men occupied witnessed some strange 
scenes. 'The two divisions of the jury 
did not amalgamate very well and kept 
themselves a little separate, altlwu?h the best of 
feeling prevailed. The French speaking ~a­
jority occupied Sunday in turns by playmg 
cards, praying, fiddling and dancing, singing and 
shouting until it would seem as ii they had 
taken le~sons in Pandemonium. But at eight 
o'clock on Sunday evening, in the midst of this 
racket, a beautiful, sweet sound came stealing 
through the buildin9,, an£ for a moment every­
thing was hushed. The . Indian p_risoners were 
singing hymns in their language to those beau-

JOSEPH PERRILLARD. 

assisted in the cross examination of the witnesse~ 
f01• the defence. Thu& the prosecution in this 
crown case was frtlly represented by a mernb~r 
of Parliament, and two ex-members. But' th1s 
number caused a little disagreement when the 
time for speech making came. There could 
only be two flpeeches, one in English and 
one in ]l'rench. There are many surmisei'f 
as to how the matter was arran~ed, but 
when the time for speech-making came Mr~ 
Cayley was absent, and Mr. Prevost addressed 
the jury in French in a manner which set them 
on fire, his descriptive and dramatic power bein~ 
so great, that the scene as represented by him 
was actually mf>tre vivid to the minds of his hear­
ers than-even it such had occurred-they had 
seen it with their own eyes. He appealed with 
much add,ress to religious feelings from which 
Mr. Mousseau and his antagonists honorably 

, abstained. 
It was a common subject of remark in the 

Court by those who understood both languages 
that the Judge, in charging the French jurors, 
omitted a number of points in favor of the pri­
soner which he had referred to in English, while 
he seemed to lay even greater stress on the evi­
dence for the prGsecution. Surprise was express­
ed at the omission of all reference in the charge . 

MR; DUDDERIDDGE. 

(A JUROR REJECTED BY THE CROWN.) 

in both languages to what seemed some 
of the strongest points for the defence. 
For instance, three wi:tnesse:;, two for the 
Crown and one for the prisoner, were immediate­
ly after the firing of the cannon at the same 
tree as Perrillard, who swore that for fifteen 
minutes after the cannon was fired he was there, 
and on the same side as they, but not one of 
them saw him, while all swore that if he had 
been there they would have seen him. Again 
Perrillard swore he was at the tree for fifteen 
minutes after the .firing of the cannon, and was 
fulJy dressed, while two witnesses, one for 
the Crown and one for the defence, who 
were not contradicted or attacked, swore 
that immediately after the cannon was fired they 
saw him near his own house a qua:rter of a. mile 

. away from the tree, without either hat, coat_or 
shoes, and rubbing his eyes as- if he-had just got 
out of bed. The Judge never alluded to this 
testimony, He also Rtrangely omitted all re­
ference to the firing of the cannon as something 
which could serve as a point of demarcation as 
serving to distinguish what passed before it was 
fired from what happened after, although clocks 
and watches might vary as to the exact time it 
was fired. 

During the•last day of the trial your artist was 
the admired ot all admirers. His sketches were 
glanced at and admired by all the officials in the 
court-room and unanimously approved of as cor­
rect. Perrillard was taken when the jmy had 
retired, and around him were an admiring crowd 
of rustics, some of whom stood on the chairs and 
desks to obtain a glimpse of the rapidly-made 
sketch. As has been narrated, Father Lacan, 
when told that his features had been immortal­
ized, consulted legal authority as t , what means 
might he put into force to prevent this honor; but 
being informed that the picture was not a carica­
ture but a life-like portrait, and consequently no 
libel, he contented himself by remaining out of 
danger's way for the future, 



Mr. Matbewson had a narrow escape of get­
ting into a trouble of another kind. When the 
Indian prisoners were brought up to be ar­
raigned, Chief J oseph, who had been released on 
bail, was on his way from Oka. Immediately 
on his name being called, Mr. J ulAs Berthelet, 
the clerk of the Crown, began giving the usual 'r-:~~~--:-~--=-:o-------:-.-~.-----;--=-­
peremptory call& . to Mr. J ames Adams tiful old tunes, well-known to church-going Pro­
Mathewson to produce the body of the testants. One of the jurors said be ne ter re­
missing prisoner or forfeit his bail. Mr. members hearing music so beautiful, and . 
McLaren explained that the chief would certainly none ever affected him so o1uch, for it 
be present in a few minutes, and His Honor reminded him of Paul and Silas, bound and in 
restrained the impetuosity of the Crown's over prison, yet singing praises unto the Lord. 

The hilarity of a portion of the jury was not 

BROTHER PHILIPPE. 

(BERNARD LAOASSE.) 
r----....,.....-----.!~-

zealous clerk. Mr. Bcrthei.:t also gave evidence 
of his ze.al in many other w4ys.-E~ instance _ 
on one occasion rut Indian witness in ~r to 
the usual question as to his occupation, mistook 
the question, thinking it referred to his business 
in the court, and said that he was there to give 
his testimony. The Clerk of the Crown, turn­
in~ to the jury, transl~tec1 the answer as follows : 
- ' This one says he's paid to give evidence." 
Another man, a !Iaborer, believing that he was 
asked his trade,-a trade bein~ their highest. 
ideal of usefulness -replied that he had none. 
This was translated as follows by the- indefatig­
able clerk. " This one's like all the rest-he 
does not4ing." 

It was this same clerk who on being r<-quest- · 
ed by His Honor to transcribe the arrangement 
in regard to the mixed jury on the back of the 
indictment, wrote down that it was agreed that 
"the jury should oe- one half English and one half 
French." His Honor had dictated as follows : 
" A jury half of whom should speak the 
language of the defence, to wit English." The 

I l&tter is not only accor,ding to the wording 9£ the 

altogether natural,for they united their funds to 
buy a choice assortment of whiskey, beer and 
other kinds of spirituous and malt liquors which 
added considerably to their liveliness, and which 
they considerately offered to their English­
speaking friends to partake of. 

A very interesting case of disputed interpreta­
tion came up in Perrillard's evidence which was 
given in French and rendered into English by 
Mr. Bernard, the Court interprete'!.' of lrlontreal. 
Perrillard was recounting the conversation he 
says he heard between the prisoner Karentatisi 
and Anerente in the guard-house. Perrillard says 
that one of them made use of an expression in 

· ' nd&red into French as 
"Quand .e feu a ete ·mis, et quand on a mis le 
feu." This ambiguous expression was trans­
lated, " When the fire was set and when we 
set the fire." Mr. McLaren at once objected 
to thi9 translation, and on the ground that the 
prisener should have the benefit of the doubt -
after the witness stated that he could not give 
the original Iroquois on account of nervousness 
-the expression given to the jury was, " When 
the fire was set." 

This Perrillard is a most interesting study. 
When asked to· sit for his portrait he at first re­
fused, but soon after came in, set himself in a 
good position, and struck attitudes. The result 
is to be seen in the picture given to-day. Father 
Lacan was an unconscious subject for the pen­
ciller's art, and would have been an unwilling 
one had he known of his danger before it was 
too late. His portrait indicates his char­
acter. He is one of those ascetic, conscientious 
in his \vay, narrow-miude<i, y:naophisticated 
cloister ecclesiastics, who werE> never mt'a.nt to bat­
tle'with the world. He is a very different man 
indtled from Brother Philippe. The latter repre. 
sents another class of theRomanCatholic ecclesias· 
tic, but both type8 will be recognized andl appre· 
ciated. During the whole of the trial these two 
men were fn the court house with their eyes 
fixed on the jury, and during the ad~esses of 
the counsel for the defence and prosecut1on their 
anxiety was v~ pereeptible. 

There was l$0me little interest occasioned in 
Court by these addresses. Mr. Cayley, Q.C., is 
the Crown prosecutor of the Di~tlict, and as 
such in a case brought by the Crown it was 
hts duty, and his only, to- attend to the 
business.of the. court. But by some mean& or 
other the Quebec Government did not seem to 
think that Mr. Cayley was heavy enough for a 
case in which the Seminary was so deeply 
interested, and Mr. Mousseau was engaged 
by them to attend to this special case. But it 
was noticed that Mr. Prevost w:~.s also pre­
i$~nt on the same side and almost invariably 

THE ICE BRIDGE which forme-{ opposite the 
city on Thursday night broke up near St. Lam­
bert long wharf, and clear water is now to be 
seen as far down as the lowe-.: end of St. Helen's 
Island. It is evidently not safe to cross at 
.Longueuil yet, as the water has risen since yes· 
terday morning, and the noise of ice cra.ckin~ 
along the shore shows that it is still rising. 
Several habitants came in early this morning by 
the Grand Trunk Railway with fresh butter, 
&c., rather than risk their lives on the ice. Now 
is the time to avoid the fata.l accidents that oc­
cur annually, particularly as crossing is later 
this year, and more dangerous than it has been 
for many years back. · 
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THE CORONER'S INQUEST. ed the double barrelled gun or rifle, it will be for 

you to declare: the evidence on this point affords 
n') means of iuentifying the slayer, but clearly 
relieves l\Ir. Esdaile and .Mr. Heward from all 
imputation in that respect. The Jaw as applica­
ble to this point, may be summed up as fol­
lows :-Where homicide is committed in pre­
vention of a forcible and atrocious crime, as, if a 
man attempt to rob or murder another, and be 
killed in the attempt, the homicide is iustifiable 
and the slayet· shall be discharged. Where one 
kills another in a sudden rencontre in self-defence 
or in defence of his wife, child, parent, or ser­
vant, and not from any vindictive feeling, the 
homicide is excusable. Volnntary homicide is 
where on a sudden quarrel, two fight, and one is 
killed, or after great pt'Ovocation, accompanied by 
some personal violence, and where, immediately 
on provocation being given oue kills the provo­
ker, the homicide becomes manslaughter. 

wounds aforesaid whereof they died were in the 
Queen's peace. . 

(Reported for the Montreal Herald.) 

TwENTY FouRTH DAv-Monday, July 11. 

Second,-'l'bat the deceased James Pollock, 
Peter Gillespie, Crosby Hanson Olarke, James 
Hutchinson, Daniel 1\lcGratb, William Bonally, 
and Charles Austin Adams, came to their d~aths The Inquest was resumed at a quarter from 

two, P. M. 
M. 1\louRrsoN, Esq., addressing the Coroner, 

said-During my absence from the city, I have 
read in the public prints a report of several de­
positions, in which my name has been mentirmed, 
implicating me very seriously in this very unfot·­
tunate 'business. In these circumstances I 

by gunshot woundR inflicted by the other or upper 
division of the said detachment of the said Re­
giment on the said 9th day of Jnne last past, 
composed of the following officer3 and men, viz. 

~~you" htmda and at tl1e hands of the Jury 
·t right which has been granted 'to others, 
·se names have also appeared as accused 

arties-the right of adducing some eviilen('e to 
contradict the statements made. I have wit­
nesses in Court to prove, 1st, That at Zion 
Church I had no fire-arms in my possession, the 
stick which I now produce being the only thing 
I had in my hands; and 2nd, That, at the time 
of the firing and long before, so far from being 
between the two divisions of troops, ot· speaking 
to the Mayor, or crying "Fire! Fire l 11 I was at 
the Church door, and within a few feet of the 
unfortunate Mr. Gillespie when he was shot.-
1\lr. McGibbon was standing close beside me the 
whole time. 

Mr. JonNSTON submitted that there was a great 
distinction between the case of the parties who 
bad been permitted to adduce exculpatory evi­
dience in this Co_urt, and the case of Mr. Mor­
rison. When .it _ was said that Mr. Esdaile or 
Mr. Heward had discharged a gun, it was bnt 
right that they ,shoul<.l have an opportunity of 
proving that the acc_usation was false. Their 

't-ion was one involving criminal responsi­
ty, but, so far as he knew, there was no 
against any one carrying a double-barreled 

gun where and when he pleased. 
Mr. DI<JVLIN said he considered it an extt·aordi­

nary thing that such comments should be 
permitted upon the evidence which bad been 
adduced. 

'fbe CoRONER intimated that he would take the 

I 
applicn.tion into consideration before the Court 
closed. 

, ~. MEDILL was again examined.-The firing took 
place immediately after the reading of the Riot 
Act. The only orders we received from our su­
perior officer while drawn up between the two 
divisions of troops, were to remain steady, and 
take ordet·s from no one but himself. He told us 
to turn our eyes away from Colonel Ermatinger, 
so that we might receive no ot·ders from him. 
It was after the shots were fired "at the Engine­
house that we received thes-e orders. Tbe ;\layor 
read the Riot Act immediately after ti)e firing of 

1 
ft .hoJs 'J'I•e rea1ljng pf lJlt: Riot .Aut occu-

pied about a minute. Tbet·e was time enough 
between the firing of the shots and the reading 

f of the Riot Act to receive our orders. Bryan 
was standing near the men. I did not hear the 
words "ready-present." If they had come fwm 
the same place as tbe word "Fire!" I would 
have beard them. I did not see a woman near 
the l\layor. After the firing I heard Mr. Coursol 
accuse the Mayd\' of murder. The Mayor replied 
th~t.t he had read the Riot Act but had not given 
the order to fire. When assisting to repel the 
mob from Zion Church, I strQ.ck a man, who had 
his hand raised to throw a stone, over the wrist 
with my baton. Serjeant Flynn told me to take 
it easy and not to do so again. 'l'he man I 
thought was about to throw the stone at the 
Church. Mr. Flynn, I presume, considered it 
more prudent to flatter the mob than to use vio­
lence. 

JAs. GEoRGE SHIPWAY, auctioneer, deponed:­
I was in Zion Chut·cb on the evening of the 9th 
June last. I saw Mr. Augustus Heward there. 

' He wa.s not armed at the time I saw him. Mr. 
( Reward remained in the Church till after all the 
f firing WRS over. There was no fil'ing after he 
I and I went out. The troops were just coming 

I 

on the ground as Mr. Reward and I went out. 
I was wuh him, close by him, the whole time 
I was in church, from before the lecture com­
menced, till we went out together when the 

I. troops were coming on the ground. I did not 
see him discharge any fire-arms. I saw none in 

But malice will in all cases be impiled, if one 
kills another suddenly, without any, or without 
considerable provocation, but no provocation 
whatever, can render homicide justifiable, or even 
excusable. 'I' he instrumer1t of homicide is always 
considered as governing the amount of provoca­
tion, and it must be great indeed to justify the 
use of a deadly weapon: In this respect it is laid 
down as a general rule, that no words or gestures, 
however opprobr;ous or provoking, will be con­
sidered in law to be a provocation, and sutficient 
to reduce homicide to manslaughter, if the killing 

_be eflected with a deadly weapon, or ifthe wound 
had been given after the party had desisted, or 
if an int_ention to do the deceased some grievous 
bodily harm, be otherwise manifested. lt is pro­
per to add, that it one .is killed in attcmptmg to 
break open a house in the day time, with intent 
to commit any forcible or atrocious crime, not 
only the party whose person or property is at­
tacked, but his s·ervants or othet· members of his 
family, and even strangers present at the time, 
are equally justified in killing his assailants; bn t 
in all these cases, whether of provocation or of 
attack, or of attempt to commit a forcible crime, 
as above stated, there must be an apparent ne­
cessity for the killing, for if resistance has ceas­
ed, or if no reasonable necessity existed for the 
violence used, the killing would be manslaughter 
at least. With reference to the casualties from 
the firing of the troops, it must be borne ·in 
mind as a settled rule of law, that soldiers are 
merely armed citizens, and may like other citi­
zens interfere to suppress an affray or riot; 
and, if resisted, are justified in killing th~ 
resister; and like other citizens they are subject 
to the Jaw and its punishments, for the manner 
in which they may conduct themselves upon 
such occasions. In case of any sudden riot or 
uisturba,lce, t.ny uf Her l\lajel:lty'i:i subjects, with­
out tb~ presence of a pe.ace officer of any descrip­
tion, may arm themselves, and of course may use 
any ordinary means of force, to suppress such 
riot and disturbance. And what Her Majesty's 
subjects may do, they also ought to do, for the 
suppression of public tumult, when any exigency 
may require that such means be resorted to.­
Whatever any other class of Her Majesty's sub­
jects may allowably do in this particular, the 
military may unquestionably do also. By the 
common law, every description of peace officer 
may, and ought to do, not only all that in him 
lies, towards the suppression of riots, but may 
and ought to command all other persons to as­
sist therein. However, it is by all means advisa­
ble to procure a justice of the peace to attend, 
and for the military to act nnder his immediate 
order<J1 when such attendanre and sanction of 
such orders can be obtained, as it not only pre­
vents any disposition to unnecessary violence on 
the part of those who act in repelling the tumult; 
it i!lduces also, from the known authority of 
such magistrates, a more ready submission on 
the part of the rioters, to the measures used for 
that purpose; but still, in cases of great and 
sudden emergency, the military, as well as all 
other individuals, may act without their pres­
ence, or without the presence of any other 
peace officer, whatever. But in tllese and 
all similar cases, the necessity for the killing 
must be evident, and the law in this respect, . 
is positive and distinct. In case of a. riot, 
or a rebellious assembly, officers and others, in I his possession. .M:r. Heward could not have bad 

a gun or discharged it .without my knowledge, 
--L LHo;; .!w·~ l Wtt.;--wi-ili- him. I ~a.w a gentl~ll!"..n 

l named Spence in the church in the early part of 
the evening, near where I was standing. 

'£he CoRoNER having intimated that he was 
now prepared to listen to 1\Ir. 1\Jonison's wit­
nesses, 

endeavoring to disperse the mob, are justified in 
killing them both by co,mmon law, and under the 
l'iot act, if the riot cannot be otherwise sup­
pressed, and it is laid down that private persons 
may justif_v killjng dangerous rioters, when they 
cannot otherwise suppress them, c.,r defend themselves 
from them, inasmuch as any person seems to be 
authorized by law, to arm himself for such pur­
pose. Upon this portion of the enquiry, it has 
been admitted that the military force was called 
out upon the requisition of the civil authority, 
the Mayor of the city, under the immediate or­
ders. You will determine whether the public 
p3ace was sufficiently disturbed: by a subsisting 
riot, to justify the application for a militttry 
force, whether any civil means at the disposal 
and command of the Mayor, had belm previously 
exhausted by him; whether notice of the em­
ployment of military force had been given by 
the usual proclamation for silence, as required 
by tLe statut<', and the reading of the riot act by 
the l\Iayor in the presence of the people; whether 
reasonable time was allowed to elapse for the 
people to disperse; or whether circumstances 
of extreme necessity compelled him to bring 
the military into immediate collision with the 
people. 

Mr. DEvr.rN said that, if evidence was to be re­
ceived to clear 1\Ir . .Murrison. he would insist on 
witnesses being examined to clear l\1ichael Devan­
ny and Garret Harry. 

Several of the jury having expressed their opi-
. nion that there was no evidence before them cri­

minating l\lr. Morrison, of wbieh they had any 
right to take ,cogni:ii:mce, 1\Ir. Morrisou's witnes­
ses were not heard. 

Mr. MAcK stated that he had five other witnes­
ses to p1ove that the officers had given the com­
mand to fire, 

Mr. RosE, that he had oth~r witnesses to prove 
that the Mayor bad cried ''Fire! Fire!'' 

Mr. BETHUNE1 that he bad others to prove the 
exact contrary, and 1\lr. D~'VLJN1 that he wished 
to bring forward :Mt·. Homier to give important 
evidence as to the shots fired from the church, but 
the CoRoNER intimated that he had now clecided 
to close this long protracted investigation, and 
no more evidenc~ conld be received as to facts 

' which had already been sufficiently investigated. 
The Court then adjourned for half an hour. 

You will find upon these circumstances, bear­
ing in mind that Mr. \Vilson as Mayor would not 
be justified in transferring his civil authority to 
the military until it became necessary, nor before On resuming, 

Mr. Coroner JoNEs delivered 
Charge:-

h f, 11 nny disoruer was sought to be quelled by the 
t e 0 owing legal precaution of making the proclamation, 

wuich is intended to intimidate rioters, and to 
sepn.t:at~ the innocent from the guilty, by giv.ing GEN1'LRII£E~ OF Tfl.E JURY,-

Captain Charles Cameron, 
Lieut. Richard Chute. 

[Here follow the names of f>4 men.] 
the whole under the command of Lieut. Colonel 
George Hogarth, C.B., that this last named divi­
sion of troops was stationed in rear of the first 
or lower division at the distance of. 37 military 
paces, back to back, and either from hearing the 
order of the Hon. Chas. Wilson, which order the 
Jury find was not limited to any one division, or 
section of the aforesaid troops, or. in consequence 
of hearing the fire of the first-named division, 
the last named division of soldiers fit·ed without 
any orders from the officers, either in command 
of the detachment, or of the division which they 
composed ; that there was no riot or disturbance 
whatever to justify or render necessary the said 
o ·der or firing, and the aforesaid J ames Pollock 
Peter Gillespie, Crosby Hanson Clarke, James 
Hutchinson, Damel McGratb, William Bonally, 
and Charles Austin Adams, at the time of the 
infliction of the gunshot wounds aforesaid 
which cn.used their deaths, were in the Queen's 
peace. 

Tbirdly,-That both the said order of the saiu 
Hon. Cbas Wilson delivered to the soldiers, and 
the firing of the soldiers without orders, were un­
necessary, culpable, and unjustifiable. 

· Fourthly,-'l'hat the deceased James Walsh 
came to his death by wounds inflict~d either by 
a pistol or other fire arms discharged by one of 
a number ofpersons to the Jurors unknown, who 
were endeavouring to disperse a mob assembled 
in the . vicinity of Ziou Church, including 1 

among othet·s the said deceased James Walsh, 
which mob had previously overpowered the t 

Police Force of the city, brought out for the 
preservation of the peace on the occasion in 
question, and · whose object it was to attack the 
said Gavazsi, or the audience within Zion Church. 
The Jury further state that the Police Force of , 
the city, as well from insufficiency of numbers, 
as general incompetency, were not only entirely 
inadequate to the protection of ~!le city on the 
occasion in question, but is so fo.il~~very e~ .~ 
gency. 

Fifthly,-That the Jury, nevertheless, stron~ly 
reprobate the practice of individuals carrymg 
arms under their supposed necessity, and would 
u1·gent.1y call on the authorities to take the 
promptest means for the establishment of an er­
efficient Police Force, apequate to the main~ 
an<:e of the public peace on all occasions. 

Sixthly,-The Jurot·s desire farther to eypress 
their regret that any body of Her Majesty's troops -
should be found so wanting in discipline, as to 
fire without the lawful order of their officers; 
and th~y farther express their regret that any 
circumstances of assumed urgency should have 
induced the officer in command to have departed 
from the ordinary practice of directing the sol­
diers to load in the presence of those on whom it 
was intended to fire, and that the soldiers bs,d 
not been instructed, previous to their coming on 
the ground, as to how they should act in such an 1 

emergency. 
Lastly,-The Jurors cannot omit finding that, 

in the course of their investigation, evidence of 
the most conflicting and irreconcileable charac­
ter was given, which, however uesirous they have 
been to attribute to the mere erroneous impres- 1 

sions of witnesses, the Jurors cannot conceal has 
painfully impressed them as wilful and culpable 
perversions of truth, so injudous and dangerous 
in their consequences to Society, that they desire 
to direct the special attention of the authorities 
to the depositions of 

The Hon. CHAS. WILSON, 
MICHEL RENAUD, 
Lours LAcRotx, 
J. B. StMARD1 and 
CIIAS. SCHILLER. 

Given under our hands at the Court House of 
Montreal this eleventh day of July, One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Fifty Three. 

(Signed) 
HENRY .Mur.IIoLLANo, Foreman, 
CALVIN P. LAnn, 
RoBERT ANDERsoN, 
EBENEZER c. TUTTLE, 
WILLIAM c. EVANS, 
THOMAS JENKING, 
ALFRED SAVAGE, 
J. \V. H ALDIMAND. 

The undet·signed Jurors, sworn ou the view of 
bodies of James Pollock, Peter Gillespie, Crosby 
Hanson Clarke, James Hu.tchinson, .Tames Walsh, 
James Macrae, Daniel McGrath, William Bonally, 
Charles Austin A darns, and Thomas O'Neil,for the 
purpose of enquiring and reporting as to the cause 
of the death of the above named deceased, after 
having beard the evidence produced at the In-~ 
quest, begun on t}?e lOth day of June last past, 
and thence continued up to this date, before thf' 

1 Coroner of the District of Montreal, in thP" 
House, in the city of Montreal, are of CiJmio.~ j 

First,-'l'hat the said James Walsh came 
his death from the effe(~-Of :1 gun shot wound re-" 
ceived in his body, and fired by a person un­
k~~W!:! on the evening of Thursday the 9th day 
of .; une last past, on the Haymarket Square in 
th~ said city; and, 2nd, that the said Jas. Pollock, 
Peter Gillespie, Crosby Hanson Clarke, James 
Ht~t~hinson, James l\Iacrae, Daniel McGrath, 
Wllham Bonally, Charles Austin Adams, and 
Thomas O'Neil also came to their death from the 
effects of ffun shot wounds received in their bo-



length upon the evidence aduuced, and the va­
rious incidents connected with the prolonged 
investigation, to which you have devoted for so 
many days past, your patient and attentive con­
sideration, but tbe time already spent, and your 
anxiety to close the proceedings, induces me 
to confine myself to a recapitulation of some 
of the most prominent facts and circumstances 
oftbe enquiry, leaving the testimony at length, 
which must be'fresh in you.- recollection, to be 
sustained by the written depositions, which will 
accompany you for reference, in the considera­
tion of the -verdict, which the law calls upon 
yQn.to render. It is proper to observe, in the 
first -insttmce, that tlle Inquests of th.e Coroner, 
and the judicial investigations which the Law 
t'equires him to conduct, are in no case 
conclusive, and that any one affected 
by them either collaterally or otherwise may 
deny tbeit· authority, and put them in issui3, 
whilst at the same time it is clear, that evidence 
as well against the interest of the Crown as for 
it, must be received, for thet·e is no person to be 
condemned to death by the inquest, but only the 

· fact to be inquired into, Rn inquiry truly how the· 
death happened rather for information of the 
truth of the fact, as near as the Jury can assert it 
on their oaths, than for an accusation ; accord­
ingly it has been for the Coroner's Inquest to find 
the matter as they judge it was. I shall only add, 
that the Jury must in all cases consist of twelve, 
at the le~st, and that twelve must agree in the 
verdict. 

It would appear from the testimony, that ap-
rehensiona having been entertained, that vio­

lence would be used, to interrupt a public lecture 
announced to be delivered by a noted individual 
named Gavazzi in Zion Church, on the evening 

1 of the 9th June last, the Mayor of the 
City1 the Honorable Charles Wilson, adopted 
precautionary arrangements by bringing to the 
ground the Municipal Police Force, together 
with a division of Her Majesty's 2oth Regt. of foot, 

• then recently arrived in Montrea!.L the former 
were posted under their Superintemtent and Of­
ficers, in the immediate vicinity of the Chnrcb, 
and the latter under cover and out of sight, in 
the Engine-house, at ft·om six to seven hundred 
y\trds distance,-the Church having been ob­
taineu for the lecture in consequence of the pre-

• vious permission granted for the use of the City 
Hall having been withdrawn by the Mayor upon 
threats of violence, and upon remonstrances 
made to him that Ga>azzi would not be allowed 
to lecture there ; it was at the same time well 
known throughout the city, that a similar lec­
ture at Quebec. by the same individual, two or· 

'1 three days before, had been accompanied by blood-
1 shed and tumult. On the occasion in ques-
1 tion the church was filled by a crowded au­
dito~y of both sexes, and the lecture had conti­
nued ~itbout interruption for some time, when a 

' turbulent mob coUeeted iu the street, in the im-
mediate neighbourhood; excited to violence lJy 

'H the applau11e given to the lecture within the 
t church endeavoured to force an entrance and 

with lo~td shouts and cries "let us have out Ga­
vazzi" assailed the church and the Police forcG 
with stones and missiles and discl.targed fire-arms 

' in the direction of the church; the collision be­
l tween the mob and the police becoming alarm­

Sing and fears arising that the latter would be 
ove

1
rpowered, the auditory were called. upon .by 

~persons ontside to defend themselves ; m tl.te m­
.: terval of time between those occurrences and the 

posting of the military, two parties came out 
from the church at different periods, the first at 

,.._the above call, who returned without having 
t9. used fire-arms, the latter afte~ having used them : 

it was in that interval that W alsh, who had been 
prominent a'Uong the assailants, fell mortally 
wounded. The evident intention of the mob was 
to force their entrance into the church for the 
purpose of committing pe:sonal vi~lenc~ upon 
Gavazzi and if obstructed m that ObJect, It must 
be appa~ent, that they would not have failed to 
assault his supporters and defenders. The troops 
did not take up their positions until after Walsh 
bad been wounded and the dispersion of the as-
sailants on the church. The upper division was 
posted facing th~ Unitarian Church . and the 
lower facing McGill street. The remaming ~a­
sualties which you have been called upon to m­
vestigate, occurred fr?m the .firing of tbe~e. ~wo 
divisions. By the finng of the lower dmswn, 
Macrae and O'Neil met their deaths ; aud by that 
~tbe opper1 Pollock, Gillespie, Adams, McGrath, 

I ~n Cl•r~ and Hutchinson. -r No mob, riot, or excitement whatever, is proved 
l;o llavc~"'l!. ia front of the upper dtvision 
when they fired, nor since~e ti·oops wetc brought­
to that position ; t,he auditory, men, women, and 
children were quiet, and peaceably leaving the 
cbureh and proceeding homewards, and some of 

c= Her M~jesty's Officers were immediately in front 
of the line of fire. With respect to the lower di­
vision one or two shots having been fired near 
the A:Uerican Church, which caused alarm, and 
a scattering of the people pl·oceeding across the 
square,-tbe May01·, at that time, deemed it .n~-
nrssary to read the riot act, and the lower rh \'1-

sion immediately fired upon the people, and pas­
sengers in front of them. 

Your investigation will neces3nrily, therefurc 
be subdivided into three bra.uches. First, the 
can se ot• manner of the death of Walsh; secondly, 
the circurnst::wces attendant upon the deatbs 
causeu by the fil'ing of the lower drvision_ j and, 
thirdly the circumstances connected wtlh the 
death ~f the persons who suffe.red from the firing 
of the upper division. 

Walsb's death was evidently caused by the fire 
of persons coming from the ChurclJ, and occurred, 
at from fifty to sixty paces distance between him 
and them; but whether he fell under the general 
fire of either of the parties, or of the person who 
dj.scharged· the r~v9lver, or of him who discbarg-

out any malevolence, are mixed with the multi­
tude to separate from the ill-meaning; and more­
over, Mr. Wilson was under double ties, for 
besides the general obligations of duty and hu­
manity as a magistrate, a particular confidence 
was reposed in him as Mayor of the city, which, 
at the peril of his life, he was bound to account 
for and sustain. 

To justify a recourse to this extreme necessity, 
a riot must exist, and to constitute a riot, three 
or more persons must be unhwfully assembled 
together ; and to constitut~ this crime, it is not 
necessary that personal VIolence should have 
been committed; it is ~ufficient that there is 
some circumstance, either of actual force or vio­
lence, or at least of an apparent tendency thereto, 
naturally apt to strike a terror into the people, 
or even into one of Her Majesty's subjects, as the 
show of firearms, threatening menaces, or turbu­
lent speeches; nor is it necessary to constitute a 
riot that the riot act should be read : before the 
proclamation can be reau a riot must exist, and 
the effect of the proclamation will not change the 
character of the meeting, but will make those 
guilty of felony who do not. disperse within an 
bour ufter the proclamation is read. 

Yon will then find under what circumstances 
the military did fire and whether under the 
sanction of civil or militat·y authority. It will 
be scarcely necessary to state that the firing 
without command and not for self-defence would 
entail the eh:trge of murder, that the firing-even 
by command would be equally criminal if no ap­
parent or justifiable necessity fot· t~e act existe~, 
and in that case the Commandmg Officer 1s 
equally implicated with his men. 'l'ha.t t.he firing. 
without such necessity, even under a mistake of 
the commanJ proceeding from the officer would 
not relieve the soldier firing, from a similar 
charge, and that the firing by ~ommand,,whil~t 
it mi<Yht relieve the soldiers if some necessity dtd 
in fa~t exist would attach that criminality upon 
the commanding officer, unless it be shewn that 
such necessitv was real and apparent, no order 
from any mt~gistrate whatever eau justify .the 
homicides caused by the firing of the troops with­
out necessitv. Hud the Mayor ordered the officer 
to fire upon" the people when there was no just 
cause for so doing, such an order might subject 
the Mayor to the penal consequences which at­
tend murder, but could not acquit the officer who 
might order the fire, who was not bound to obey 
such illegal order, and who, therefore, would 
have acted at his peril. 

With reference to the evidence adduced before 
you, it is marked with the incongruities and con­
tradictions which are the usual consequences of 
much excitement, and of protracted investiga­
tions into its causes. It will be your duty to 
weigh it dispassionately, bearing in mind that 
no negative evidence can take away a positive 
proof. 

I will only add that it is consistent wit. public 
interest as well as with that of the parties con­
nected witlJ the subject of your inves~tion, 
that a fair and strict enquiry should be made t 
the end, that power conferred for the preserva 
tion of the ublic peace should not be lightly or 
from any unJU.S m , 
tion of the people, and that whoever shall ~ e 
so unjustifiably caused so ct·uel a loss of ltfe, 
may be made an example to rest:ain others in 
similar circumstance~ from the ltke dangerous 
mis-conducts for the future. 

The FoJUJMAN requested that the Jury should be 
furnished with the depositions, the list of sol­
diers handed iu by Adjutant Wallace, the plans 
of the ground and the Coroner's charge. Messrs. 
Stuart, Mack, and Devlin objected to the latter 
being given to the jury, but the Coroner acceded 
to the request of the J!'oreman .. 

'fhe jury then remed, takmg the charge and 
the other documents along with them. 

At nine o'clock, the Jury returned into Court, 
after an absence of four hours and a half. 

The Foreman, Mr. MuLHOLLAND7 said the Jury 
had been unable to agree upon a verdict, but be 
was now prepared to hand in special retur~s-· 
one signed and agreed to by 9, and a~o.tber stgn­
ed and agreed to by 7, and the rematnul:g 3 had 
subscdbed to an addition to the report signed by 
the 7. This was the only decision they had been 
able to come to in ·the matter. Mr. l\lulholland 
then read the several reports as follows :-

We, the undersigned Jurors, find­

First --That the deceased James 1\Iacrac and 
Thoma~ O'Neil came to their deaths by gun-shot 
wounds inflicted by the fire of a certain division 
of Her :t\Iajesty's 26th Regiment, being one of two 
d1visiuh ' n of that 
Regiment, called out by the Hon. Ch.as. · 1 s.o~, 
M~yor of the City of Mont~e~l, to a~d the ClVll 
power in consequence ofant1c1pated dtsturbances 
on the' 9th day of June last, on the occasion of 
the lecture then given by one Gavazzi, in Zion 
Church in Radegonde Street in this City, which 
divisiod was composed of the following officers 
and men, viz. : 

Lieut. Finnies A. Qnartley, 
lHere follow the names of 49 men.] 

The whole undet· tlJe commflnd of Lieut. Colonel 
George Hogartl1, C.B. 

That this division of troops fired by the order 
of the said Hon. Chas. Wilson, Mayor aforesaid: 
delivered, a!tet' reading the Riot Act, by him di­
rec lly to the soldiers of the said division, and not 
to tl1e ofi1cet· in command either of the said di vi­
sion, or of ihe detachment. 

That the said soldiers Hred the aforesaid shots 
without any order from either the officer in 
command of the detachment or the divisions; 
that there was no riot or disturbance to justify 
or 1·ender necessary the giving of the said order 
or firing· and the said James l\{acrae and Thomas 
O'Neil ~t tbe time of the infliction of the 

had 
1
been called and' stationed in two divisions, 

described at the Inquest as "upper" and "lower'' 
divisions on the said evening of the 9th of June 
last past, on the Haymark~t Square, in. order to 
quell any riots which might occur m conse­
quence of a lecture being at the time d~­
livered in Zion Church by one Gavazz1. 
Said gunshots so fired by the said troops and 
whieh cau:;ed the death ofthe last named persons 
appear to the Jurors to ha-ve been discharged in 
consequence of military wot·ds of command 
uttered by a person unknown, other than Col. 
Hogarth, Captain Cameron, L-ieut. Qsartley, or 
other officer in command of the said troo£_s, im­
mediately before the time the said fire took-place. 
'l'he discharge ot the mihtary is the more be 
regretted inasmuch as, thouglJ the Mayor may 
have been justified in reading the Riot Act at 
the time be did it in cons<:qnence of an assemblage 
of per::JOns, who were. conducting themse~ ves in a 
riotous and threatemng manner, and dtscharg­
ing th·e-arms at a certain dbtance from the 
twops that it was nevertheless unneces.3ary to 
have r~course to such discharge by the military 
to disperse a mob which only threatens at the 
time the lives of those concerned in it; and thaL 
such assemblaO"e could have been easily dispers­
ed by other m~ans, without perhaps any sacri­
fice of lives ; more particularly as there was not 
at the time in any place near where the troops 
were stationed any riots or tumultuous assemb­
lage. Although the undersigned Jurors do not 
reproach the military with having acted against 
the rules ofmilitary discipline, they nevertheless 
think it their duty to express themselves strongly 
agains-t the precipitation with which the various 
orders and consequent movements are made by 
the military on hke occasions, and would earn­
estly recommend that if unfortunately the 
services of the military should again be required 
for any similar pu1·pose, the intervals between 
such different orders should be made long enough 
to admit of an opportunity to persons likely to 
be exposed to the fire of the troops to get safely 
out of reach. 

In conclusion the undersigned Jnrors cannot 
refmin from suggesting that it would be desira­
ble in future to rely rather on an armed police, 
than on the military for the suppression of dan­
gerous riots. 

.Montreal Court Honi!e, 11th July, 1853, 
(Signed), 

J. BELLE. 
J AMES :MEGORIAN. 
J. B. BEAUDRY. 
AMARLE LAFLA}{ME. 
LOUIS RENAUD. 
THOMAS CoswAY. 
NErL DoHERTY. 

The undersigned Jurors concur in the fore­
going report, with the exception of the last para­
graph therein contained, raspecling an armed 

Poli~e~~-...,~~;;· ~ 
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c-- l FOR - SALE. FOR SALE. 
-1 CANADA PLATE_S ___ 5_0_0-bo_x_e __ s_C_a_v_d_a_P_l_at-es 

For Sal~ . 

FOR SALE. ~ 
--------~~------~------)~ 

!merfean Manufactures. ~N 

THE Subscriber~ offer for. Sale :- ·~~ 
JUST REVEIVED, 

THE LARGEST AND BEST ASSORTMENT OF 
JESSE JOSEPH. 

d-108 es 
July 5. ARTISTS' GRAINING, & GILDERS' 

~ OOJ. S, 
Brown Sheetings ns 
Cotton Yarn . .oy · 

_ other sizes, both Charcoal and Coke, for . 

I 
TIN PLATES-1000 boxes IC, IX, DC, DX and 

Sale 

EVER IMPORTED TO CANADA, 
Comprising every description of 

Bad~er, Sable, Camel and Hog Hair Brnsbes and 
Pencils, BlendE>rs, Lever Gro.ine.rs, &c., selected 
personally in London and Paris, and selling at.50 
per cent below the usual rates. 

Do · Wadding od 
Do &;.tting us 

d I JJ1JSSE JOSEPJl. 
0 July 5. · d-108 
1ei 

F- OR SALE by the Subscriber-
300 tQns No !SCOTCH PIG IRON, selected 

brands 
WM. MEIKLEHAM, 
6 St. Sacrament Street. 

per Junel6. 91 -

To Dry Goods Merchants, &c. 

FOR SALE, a Pouble-Geared SCREW PRES~ 
with Cording Apparatus complete; made al~ 

together of Iron. 
WM. MEIKLEHAl\f, 

June 15. 
6 St. Sacrnment Street. 

91 se, J 

~ ~OR S "E by the Subscribers-:-
:_ 1.: oUO !h Extra No 1 Hops, in Lots to suit Bakers 

Londou Stout, Porter, pints and quarts 
East India Pale Are 
Pine Old Brandy, Pale and Dark 
Cho!ee Fn>s'l'l Telir-ex "J'obii trngdale' 

-==-- Superior Prize Ohee2:e 
~ No 1 Butter in tin<>ts 

Best Small White Beans 
Fresh Oatmeal 

Do Indian Cornmeal 
Do Buckwheat Flour 

- With a Ohoico Assortment of General Grocedcs. 

nd 

.Tune 6, 1853. 

CHAS. D. PROCTOR,, 
13 M'Gill Street. 

83 

I-N STORE=------

15 hhds "Otard, Dupuy & Co.'s" BRANDY, 
Vintage 1850-51. I~or Sale by 

June 3. 

HUGH FRASER, 
11 St. Sacrament Street. 

81 

Labor-Savlng Soap. 

l h.O BOXES LABOR-SAVINGSOAP,Barton 
0 & Stickney's, (late Bart.on & Fenn's) just 

F received and for Sale by · 
. JOHN M. GILBERT. 

August 17. 145 

Anchors and Chain Cables. 

FOR SALE by the Snbscribers-
s- (A good assortment, of best proved quality. 

FRO'rHINGHAM·& WORKMAN. 
March 12 31 

East India Pale Ale. 
w, FOR SALE-Now Landing ex" Pearl"-

20 hhds P .ALE ALE, in draft 

-c- May 18. 

E. HAMILTON, 
184 Notre Dame Street. 

67 

Printed Delalnes. 

'"' 

A FEW CASES NEW GOODS. 
ALEXANDER WALKER. 

April 5. 
192 St. Paul Street. 

41 

L ANDING ex Ships in Port­
James & Co's White Paints 

Do Dry, White and Red Lead 
Cox & Co's White Paints 

Do Dt'y, White and Red Lead 
Do JJead and Composition Pipe 
Do Shot 

Bottles, Wine, Beer, Pench, Soda Water, Cas­
tor Oil, &c 

Refined Iron, Flat, Round, Half-round & Oval 
Pot Ash Kettles 

PHILIP liOLLAND. 
95 June 20. 

~~~~~----------------------------

~Os.t-· Embroideries. 

'VILLIA~IB:ENJA~IIN & CO. 
HAVE JUST RECEIVED, ex "Canada" 

Steamer, TWO CASES of 
N:B:BD:LJJ WOllE, 

consisting of CHEMIZETTS, HABIT SHIUTS, 
SLEEVES, COLL~RS, and FLOUNCINGS-all 
ofthe Latest Fashton. 

June 21. 96 

. 

R.A.MSAY & MoARTHUR, 
Oil and Colourmen, 

June 2. 
58 & 60 McGill Street. 

80 

FOR SALE-
Ashton's ~ew Fancy Prints~ Under all the 
Thos. Anttboc & Oo do rlo Agents 
Holye's do do do 

A Choic"e Lot of Tissne nnd Silk Check Barege 
Summer Long Shawls 25 per cent less than they 

can be laid down for 
Scotch Tweeds newest styles, Cloth, Cassimeres 

and Satinets, Moleskins slightly damaged 
Very Cheap Gt·ey Cottons · do do 
Heavy Twill Regattas and American Cottons 

With a varied and general Stock worth the 
attention of all good bu_vE'rs. 

WALTER ~fACFARLAN, 

June 6. 
160 St. Paul Street. 

83 

FOR SAI~E-
. English and American Grey Cottons 

Moles, Drills, Nankeens and Ducks 
Hargreave's and Ashton's Prints 

. Orleans, Coburgs and Moire Antique do 
Cbambord Cobnrgs and Embr'd Lustr~s 
Croton Coatings and Lastings 
Printed Delaines, Bayadere Robes 
Cashmere, Indiana and other S)lawls 
Broa<;l Cloths, Cassimeres and Doeskina 
Satinets and Merino Cassimeres 
Brown, Black and Slate Hollands 
Hosiery, Gloves, Braces, Web Shoes 
Linen Threads, Crotchet do, Wire do 
Clark & Co's Paisley Sewing Threads 
Small Wares in full assortment 

-ROBERT ADAMS, 

1\fay 21. 
227 St. Paul Street. 

70 

Foreign Manufactured Goods, 
Ex B1·ig "Robinson 1'' front Antwerp. 

THE Subscribers are_ receiving 150 packages 
FRENCH, BELGIUM and GERMAN 

UANUI!'ACTURED GOODS, consisting of-
Cloths, Vestings, Cotton and Union Tweeds 
Silk and Woolen Shawls, Piece Velvets and 

Vel \'et Ribbons 
French Merinos, Damasks, Gala Plaids 
Black and Glace Silks, Black Satins 
Fancy & Black Silk & Satin Handkerchiefs 
Ginghams, Hosiery, Gloves, Haberdashery 
Fancy Dress Goods, and various other articles 

-ALso,-
On hand in Store, a general assortment of 

British Manufactured Goods. 
EDWD. MAITLAND, TYLEE & CO. 

June 21. 96 

LONDON HAT \VAREHOUSE, 
93 NOTRE DMAE STREET. 

.T1VO. lnmTDIIB.SON 

H AS JUST RECEIVED :-
New ENGLISH HATS of a suoerior finish. 

.A large assortment of YOUTHS' ·and CHILD-
REN'S, new styles. · 

LADIES' RIDING HATS. 
And a few of the celebrated Cambridge, Eg­

linton and Albert HAT, worthy of attention. 
N.B.-Wholesale Terms Liberal. 

May 7. 58 

TELEGRAPH AND OTHER WIRE. 

THE undersigned, Sole Agent in Canada for 
Messrs. RICHARD J OHNSON & BRO'l'HER7 Wire 

Manufacturers, Manchester, is prepared to take 
orders for e\'ery description :;fWIRE, Galvanized 
or othewise. The qu~lity ot Messrs .• ToHNSON'8 
WIRE is recogr.ized in England nnd elsewhere 
a.s unsurpassed, if equalled, by any other. It is 

·"· ~· 'h .. tl~ > - £• • ' ·....., ' urhi"~h 

Do Wick -.11q 
Do Flannels '!P 

Shirting Stnpes stJ 
Ticks aq 
Denims :-o 
Drill$ 1d 
Kentucky Jeans 0 
Fancy Drills M 

Sea.mles$ Bags rd 
Satinets1 &c .&c &c l! 

GILMOUR & CO., 3n 
9 St. Sacrllment Street. ql 

May 14. 

RECEIVED 
641JJ 

e>d 

PER. 
L.li.TBS'.l' d.RRIV.II.LS AO 

EX u 

S~!JAlVDJB. Al\TD liY Jl%Jt1\!1Sf 

A ~~1g~~L~o~~~~1Jr:~!~~~o7'n P~ri:,~~~ 
lected expressly for this Market. . A 

DRESS GOOD~-.:, InBBCJNS, GLDVES 1M 
FANCY SILK GOODS, FLOWERS P 
BONNET RIBBONS, FANCY DRESSES rn 
CAPES, GENT'S HABERDASHER-m 

BOOTS Ul 
PATENT INDI.A. .RUBBER COATS, &c. IU 

All by the PACKAGE. ip 
Goods, of all tl1e above Styles, imported to c.~ 

der, from the l\lanufactur~rs, lily ~l 
T. D. HALL, 

11 1891 St. Paul Street. · 
May 6. 57 ~Jf 

--~--------~·------------------~1 

DBY GOODS! ~ 

OGILVY, ~TOOD & CO. ~ 

ARE NOW OPENING, in their NE'~'l 
PREMISES, a LARGE ASSORTliENT :£ 

DRY GOODS, consisting in part of:- I' 
50 cases 7-8 and 6-4 Delaines n 
25 do Silks and Ribbons 9 

100 bales 7-8 and 5-4 Prints 1.\ 

50 do White Shirtings, superior finish :1 
50 do and cases I~ancy Tweeds & Doeskit\ 
20 bales Broad Cloths 1'1 

-ALSO- :I 
Embroidered and Bayadere Robes, Lace) 

Shawls, Vestings, Hosiery, and J 

complete assortment of Smal 
Wares s 

10000 Two Bushel Twil'd Bags I 
50 bales Forfar Baggings l 
Farmer's Harvest Trowsering, a new articl 

OGILVY, WOOD _& CO, - ·• 
10, St. Joseph Street, '1 

NearSt. Paul Stree 
56 . Ma.r 5. 

I'B.BSB ABB.IV AI.S 
OF 

British & Centinental Fahrfes, 
By the Ocean Steamers, via Boston and Nel 

York, and also by the different Spring 
Vessels per the St. Lawrence. 

OUR ASSORTMENT, selected by one of ou 
Firm during the past Winter, compri:Jes · 

very extensive variety of 
Dress Goods, Shawls, Bonnets 
Para~ols, Gloves, Hosiery, Cloths 
Cass1meres, Vestings 

. -ANo,-
A superior supply of Small Wares. 

All of which is offered, wholesale, on liberal termE 
Our 

C:All!IEITDJ'G 
A. 'iD 

Olla Or.O~B D:BPAB.TMJJl.'l~, 
(WHOLESALE Al'fD RETAHJ), 

Contains nearly every description of CARPET· 
INGS, DRUGGETS, OIL CLOTHS, HEARTE 
RUGS, MATS, CARPET BAGS, and HAS· 
SOCKSi and this season, especially, will be fonno 
to embrace the most elegant designs in the seve· 
ral grades of quality. 

Parti_;,ular !lt.t~ntion _!las ~een g~!en to the _ 



ROBERT !SHTON'S PRINTS. 
A FRESH IMPORTATION. 

have used it, and was chosen from a number of 
tested samples for the construction of the 
Cables for the Railway Suspension Brid~e, at 
Niagara Falls. 

JUST RE C E I V E D, per " Agnes ", and 
" Chades Sprague ", to Boston, aud tor Snle 

r at the Warehouse of the Undersigned, St. Joseph 
Street, rear of Catb('dral :-

Price lists will be forwarded on application. 
PETER REDP ATH. 

1\Iootreal, April 14, 18?3. 45 

ALE, BRANDY, GIN. 15 bales 5-4 Spring French Cover Grounds 
10 do 5-4 do Muslin Fan~ies 
6 do 5-4 Purple Fancies 
9 do 5-4 Chocolate and Purple Fancies 
2 do 5-4 Turkey Reds and Blacks and 

Reds 
12 do 7-8 Single Colored Plates- Home 

'l'rRde Styles 
do 7-8 Two and 1'hree Colored-United 

Stat{'S Styles 
4 do 7-8 Rich Chintzes 
1 do 9-8 l~ugenie~, Bayaderea & Trimming 

Edged 
2 do 7-8 Blnck and White-Silk Finish 
1 do 7-8 Black and Dove 
3 do 5-4 Black and White 
2 do 5-4 Black and DoYe 

To prevent imposition, buyers will he pleased 
to observe, that the Goods whi ch the undersign­
ed hold now. as hitherto, are ROBERT 
ASH'£0N'S; .that the name ROBERT 
ASBTON is stamped on every piece, and that no 

THE Undersigned, for many years Manufa.ctur· 
ers in the City of Montreal, olfer for SalE~, 

at their Office, No. 1161 St. Paul Street, the fol~ 
lowing Articles of their make, viz:-

ALE AND PORTER. 
VINEGAR. 
CHERRY BRANDY (tlla kernels bruised and 

distilled.) 
BRANDY. 
GIN. 
RUM (Distilled trom Molass~s.) 
A Variety of Fine LIQUEURS and SYRUPS. 

-AI.so,-
WHTSKEY (from the Distillery of A. & T. SAu­

YAGEAU & Co.) 
PIGEON, SAUY AGEAU & 00. 

June 29. r 103 

G. D. STUART, 
A- person or persons whatever have, or can h:1Ve1 a 

1 
piece of them, save through them. 

1:)4~.; SAINT PAlJL STREET, 
Opposite" the Chu1·ch of the Hotel Dieu. 

J W WHIT])JFORD & CO. 
:May 28. '16 

CROCKERY, &c. 
THE Subscriber has just received by the 

"SARAH MARY," 
an Extensive and Well Selected Assortment of 

; CROCKERY, and expects in a few days, a fur-
1 ther and larger supply by the 
1 "WIDTE CLOUD," "WATER LILLY," 

FOR SALE-
GIN-" DeKuyper's" and "British", in bogs­

heads and cases 
CHERRY BRANDY. PORTF.R nntl}. LE, In bot­

tle, and very old in hogsheRds 
WINES-Port, Sherry and .Madeira, in wood and 

bottle 
BRANDY-" Martel's," Sazern.c, Dark 

Do Pale, Yintage 1838 
ISLAY DEW-5 Years Old 

1 1 and other vessels, all of which he intends to 

TEAS-Green and Black, of the various quali­
ties 

June 2!). 103 ' . otfer at Low Prices, and particularly encourages 
1 the Country Merchants to give him a call and No. 11, ST. FRANCOIS XAVIERSTREET. 1 • judge for themselves. 

; J . .ADOLPHUS BOURNE, MESSRS. Lal'40TTE et FRERE 
1 120 St. Paul Street. 

:May 17. G6 

; ~ ifasFittings!! Gas Fittings!! f 
H AVE the bonor of announcing to the 

Public and their Friends, that they have 
completed their arrangements, and are prepared 
to execute any Orders they may be pleased to 
give them. 

f.THE Subscriber has Just Received, and offers The celebrity of the HouSI)S, ft'Om whom they -i_ _ for Sale, at the Lowest Possible Prices, a derive their Stock, is an undeniable guarantee pLarge Assortment of of the Quality of the WINES, BRANDIES, 
aaas Chandeliers, Hall Lamps, Pen- ~~~~EURS, and other Articles, consigned to 
A dants, Brackets, &c. &c. Messrs. LAM. et F. refer, with confidence, to ! 1 Parties in want of FITTINGS would do well the names of the following Firms:-
0'to make an early call. llessrs. BARTON & GUESTIER, BordeauL SI CHARI~ES GARTH, 11 FOCKE & BR:\.NDENBURG, " 
s£ Plnwber, Gas Fitter, &c., " DINET PEUVREL & FILS, (A vize.) 

No. 50, Craig StTe'et. " JIOET & ORANDON, in Epernoy. 

I 
:;. _Se_pt. ll,_ ~---~- ~7- " VIV ANT-MARTIN & CH A U Y 0 T, "' HENRY CARLETON. Ohalons. 

H d M h t " C. MAREY, in Nuits. P ar Ware 8rC an • " R. BRUNINGHAUS, in Nuits. J3 No. 153, ST. PAUL STREET, 11 SANDEMAN & CO., Oporto. A 4 few doors north east of Custom House Square. " PEMAR'fiN. 
SIGN OF THE MAMMOTH AX.e, " PIULSTKAMP & ZOON & ?tiOLYN, in ;~s receiving, ex Steamers from Boston, J. com- Rotterdam. A plete assortment of Birmingham and Sheffield " HENKELL & CO., in MayeiJce on the 

1
8 

AltDW ARE, and ex ships "City of Manches- Rhine. 
~er." "Water Lily," and steamship" Genov~t :"- " LONGUET, PERE & F1LS, Cognac. 

1 ~q Bar, Hoop, and Sheet Iron, Tin and Canada A Ship is daily expected to arrive from Italy, >lates, Chains, a~sorted Anchors and Chain Cb~ 1 laden with WINE and OIL. ~ attleQ Anvils Vaces ~ith'Q R"'ll"·-"" Q~,..,,m J The CIGARS at their Establishment are also U! u'0:ouvv~ J,l~ uu "o' atl aql .JO UO!l'll.AJaSa.Jd ;J of the best manufacture and finest flaVOr-prices, t aq1 JOJ 100 'tq~noJq 1
AW> aql JO aoJO.fl aO!JOd -according to quality. , aq1 paJOMOdJaAo AlSDO!AaJd puq qorn qo!qM - June 7. 

I 1qSJ'UA\ sam-ur pas'!laoap P!'BS aq1 s.taqw ~uom'B 1 

' JJU!PllF>U! 
1
qo.m110 uo!z JO Al!U!O!A aql U! J FOR SALE IN STORE-

84 

I 

p~tqmass'B qom 11 asJ<ldS!P 0l ~upnO.\'Bapua a.ta.'<\ } 1000 tins and kegs White Paints, Genuine, oqM 'uMou)J_un SJOJnr aq1 Ol suosJadJo Jaqrunu '8 , No. 1, 2 and 3 
JO auo iq paJJJuqosw smJu aJy .1aq1o .To lOlS!d '8 s 500 do do Green, Blue, Red and AQ Jaqna palO!!JU! spunoM .fq qrnap srq Ol arnuo - Yellow Paint 
qsru.M. samt:r pasua;,ap tll{'l .'lUQJ;-

1
.fiq1JUo.[ · ~ Dry White Lead, Venetian Red, Spanish ·alquynsnfan puu 

1
a1qudrn;, 'AJussooau l 'Brown, Brunsk. Green, Chrome Yellow, Rose -on aJaM. 'sJapJo 'lt1°l{l!M s.ta!Pl08 aq'l J0 ~upy aq1 oPink, Drop Black, . Russian Blue, Pe.ris Green, puu 

1
SJO!Pl08 aql 0 1 paJaA!Iap 008I!M sttqo ·uoH -1English Umber, Brunsk. Blue, Chinese Blue, Raw p:us atn J0 .Iaplo P!'llS aq1 q1oq 'l~QJ.- 1AIPJ!Q.L sand Burnt Sienna, Strewing Smn.lt, Painter's 

·ao"Bad Jand Plasterer's Brushes, Sash Tools, Varnish s,uaant) aql U! aJa& 1Sq')uap .IJ<ll{l pasn'tlo 'P!q& P& &; 
P!'llS<l.IOJ'll spono& 1oqsun2 aq1 J0 uonomu! J3 c., c. THOliAS WILLIAMS. <lt('l JO awn aql 1'll 1Smupv unsny saptJtfO pu11 '11 June 23. 98 1
AI{'UUOt£ Wll!ll!M 

1
ql'lllf)OJV J<IIU'IlQ 1UOSU!l{OlHH -•- -----------------­saW'IJf 1a)[J'I:l(O uosuuH AqsoJQ 'a!dsamo Jalad 1s 

JI;>OHOd sarn11r P!US<J.IOJ'B aq1 pu'll 12upy JO Jap . o 
P!11S at('l A.mssa;,au .HpuaJ .10 AJ!lSnf 01 JaAal'lHIM 
aou'llqlnlS1P .10 'lO!J ou suM a.taq1 'lt:ql ! pasodrno:> 
Auql QOJl{M uo!S!A!P atn JO .to 'luamtpt~lap aq1 JO 
pu'llmrno;:, u! J<~q'l!a 's.momo aq1 mO.IJ sJap.w AU'B 
1t10ql!A\ p<ll!J SJa!p(OS JO UO!S!A!P paW'BU lSUJ aql 
1UO!SJA!P pamuU-lSJg Olll JO <lJ!J at(l JlU!J'B<ll{ JO 
\louenbasuoo u! JO 'sdooJ'l P!'BSaJOJ'U tl'll JO UOJ10as 
. To 1UOJS!A!P aoo .Auu 01 pal!WH 'JOU SliM pny AJTif 
aq1 JapJo qo!qM 'uosnM. ·suqo ·uon eq1 JO JapJo 
atn ~up11aq mo.IJ .xarnJa pu11 1:lfOllq 01 '(Ouq 1sao'lld 
AJ'Bl!l!UI L8 JO a;,an]S!P "l{l l'll uo!S!A!P .taMOJ Jo 
'lSl!J aq1 JO .1\Ja.t U! paUO!l'lJlS SUA\ SUOOJl JO DOJS 
-!A!P pam'llu 'l!rol SJqllUl!l '·~ro 'qlJu.8og a.8Joan 
1auotoo "lUaJ'r .JO poummo:> aq1 Jopun a1oq.M aq1 

[oam t\J JO sarn'llu aq1 MOilOJ aJ::~H] 
_ ·a uqo p.xutf:>m ·ln:w.r 
'UOJ<JUI'BQ SaiJtllJO UJ'81dUQ 

"Z!.l. 'uam pun f1Jaomo ffttJMOllOJ <Jql JO pasodmo:> 
11S'lld 'lS'Ul auur JO AUP Q16 PJUS atn uo 10<101!.8 
-an P!US atn JO '.}UamqOlll<JP P!BS arn JO UO!S!A!P 
Jaddn .10 .taq1o aq1 .fq papmu! 8punoM lOlJSun~ .Aq 
Sql'lldp l!<lQl O'l amu:> 1SU1t!py UJlSnV Sa{Jtll{Q po'B 
1AII'Il00t£ W'll!ll!.M. 1Ql1Uf)OJV l<IJOUQ 1UOSO!l{:>lUH 
S<IW'Uf 1<J'(.t'lll() UOSU'BH .fqSOJQ 1a!dSa1Hf) Ja1ad 
1)[00110d. SaW'Bf pasuaoap aql 1'Ul{J.-'poooag 

'a:>'Bad s,uaant) 
aq1 U! aJaA\ paJp Aaql JOaJaq.~&. P!'BSaJOJ'll spunoM 

HERRING'S 
~~ Patent Fire Proof SaCe. 
-DBTAINED the Prize Medal at the World's 
s Fair in London, and the large number of 
u~'estimonials in their favour received from all 
m~arts of the United States, prove that the Prize 
1r(as justly awarded, that they are r"ally FIR 
atfROOF has been proved beyond a doubt-the 

rorkmansbip is superior . 
-o. A few sizes still on hand. SAFES made and 
A1,tted to order. Apply to 
.fq GEO. HAGAR, 
st Agent., 103 St. Paul Street .. 
si April 28. 51 
eit~CY '£HES-.:_-· -J., Ll~LEY'S NARROW CANADA. 
a:> For Snle b.)' 
ad PHJL[P HOLLAND. 
a1< uae 28. 102 
:<t;ALT---------
-a, LIVERPOOL SALT for Sale, ex barge 
-1c PHILIP HOLLAND. 
-ll : June 2_9_. _____________ 1_0_3_ 
llll ___ - - FOR SALE. 
Af~N UPRIGHT R.OSEWOOD PIANOFORTE 
sp nearly new, possessing a brilliant tone, and 
Jo tished in ~be best style. Obeal' fot Cash, or ;;;;;;~~~~~~~~;;;;;;;;;;;~~~;;;;;~~~;;;;;,;prov:ed cre!iit. Apply at this Office. 

29 ~ZV -D 'IVIOTI3:WW 00 A.'IMarch s. 

[-JJ/ 
- /,' V 

f\nd for thia purpose o~ssortment p1·ea~nts tb~ 
necessary 

Blankets, Counterpanes, Sheetings 
Table Dama!lks, D'Oylies, Towellings, &c. 

to all of which an early inspection is respectful1v 
aolicited. • 

R. CAMPBELL & 00., 
St. Francois Xavier Street. 

May 9. 59 

Wines, Liquors and Groceries. 
THE Subscribers have on hand and are now 

receiving, a ('Omplete and varied assortment 
of WINE~ LIQUORS, GROCERIES, &c., com 
prising in par t1ie ro~Wjne& ~ 
Spirits, in Wood and Bottle, at prices propor 
tionate to th~ir respective grades; and which 
having been carefully selected, can be confident 
ly recommended for their really fine and genuine 
characters. 
SHERRY-Various grades, including some par 

ticularly fine old Wine 
MADEIRA-Rare old, of choice vintages 
PORT-Grabam's, Sandeman's, Hunt's, of various 

graues 
CHAMPAGNE-Of the most esteemed brands 
CLARET and other French Red and White 

Wines, of various growths and vintages 
BRANDY-Hennessy's, Martel's, &c., fine old 

Pale and Dark 
JAMAICA RUM-Superior old 
CAMPBELTON WHISKEY-do do 
FRENCH LIQUEURS-assorted. 

For Sale Low-for CASH only. 
WM. AFMSTRONI1 & 00., 

104 Notre Dame Street. 
October 18. 198 

DE L~GRAVE & UO. 
No. 38 NotrP Dame Street, 

HAVE JUST RECEIVED from France, via 
Boston, by the Steamer "Canada~'­

Gruyere Cheese, Pates Foois Gras Truffes, 
Turkeys do, Chicken do, Tomatos in half bottles, 
Truffes do, Small Green Pease, preserved natural, 
Asparagus doj Absinthe Suisse, Eau Verte, in 
bottles. 

-ALSo-
2 caRes of assorted PERFUMERIES and ES­

SENCES, all ofa superior quality. 
DE J,AGRA VE & CO. 

N. B.-Have always on hand, Chateau Lafit 
iu cases of 1 dozen, coming direct from the Oba 
teau 1 Vin de Grave, Hock, Port and Madeir 
and uld Cognac in bottle. 

January 15. 7 

F -RUITS ! FRUITS ! ! FRUITS ! ! ! 
CROP 1852. 

THE Subscriber having purchased at the Trad 
Sale of NEW FRUITS, ex 

Schooner "ANDERIDA ", from MALAGA: 
A great variety of FRESH FRUITS. 

-.u.so,-
50 boxes of Digby Herrings 

All of which be will sell a~ moderate prices. 
DANIEL LANIGAN, 

Sign Three Sugar-Loaves. 
Opposite Alexander's Oonfectionory 

Nov. 23. 225 

OAIL~IIB., EIIB.B. Y de. GO., 
136, ST. P.IJ.UL STREET, 

ARE now receiving their SPRING IMPOR 
TATIONS, ex "Pearl", "John Bull", "City 

of Hamilton ", and otJ;Jer vessels. They have a 
General Assortment of DRUGS, of fine quality 
and PURE LONDON CHEMICALS. 

-ALso,-
Olive Oil, in large and small casks 
20 cases Calabria Liquorice 
25 bbls Jamaica Ginger 
Hemp and Canary Seeds, in sacks 
Pickles, Oapers,Mustard &c 
Barrels of Sulphur and Roll Brimstone 
Black Lead, in 2 oz and 4 oz papers 
Lamp .Black, in hbds and bbls 
Alum, Soda, Saltpetre 
Paints, Colours, Paint Oils 
Indigo and Dye stuffs 
White and Brown Windsor and Honey Soaps 

&c. &c. &c. 
May 19. 68 

SELF-HEATING IRONS. 
PATENTED, QUEBEC, AUGUST, 1862. 

I 

FOR SALE BY THE S.UBSOR~. - - ~ L ADIES are invited to call and P.xamine the 
IRONS. Those who have tried them ac- or 

know ledge their superiority over every other dea- Re 
cription of Smoothing Iron, for all laundry pur. ~n~ 
poses. 1 

The large amount of fuel ·consumcd in heating 
the common Iron causes an uncomfortable heat, 
and an extravagant expense, both of which are Jl 
avoided by using the SELF-HEATING IRON. 

With tbis It-ou, three bushels of charcoal are 
sufficient to do the ironing of a common family 
twelve months. Once filled, you can use the Iron 
live hours witb .... u t replenishing. While ueiug it 
you do not require to suffer the annoyance of a 
heated stove or fire place. You need not labour 
so hard pressing with it as you do with the com­
mon iron. The 1ron3 being finely finished, tlJey 
are easily kept bl"igbt and clean, and cannot pos· 
sibly soil tbe finest linen. J 

Manufactured in Canada East only at the Mon- -
treal Foundry and City Works. 

FERRIER & 00. 
Oor~er of St. Paul and St. Fraucois Xavier Sts. rT 

April 7. •2 ~ 

REFRIGERATORS, Tariollt"Bize!z for· eale by~ Oli 
GEO. ttAGAR . BA 

June 20, 96 l 



THE OKA INDIANS. 
THE SEMINARY's TITLE to hold the Two 

Mountain country in fee simple is flatly denied 
by a correspondent, who seems to possess a good 
deal of information on the subject. This is the 
gist of the question which is before the courts, 
and we shall not attempt to decide it for them. 
Our correspondent's demands of the Government, 
however, seem to us to haTe some basis in reason. 
There can be no doubt whatever that the 
original grant to the Seminary from the French 
king was for the purpose of an Indian reserve· 
This grant we Ahould think must have created 
rights on the part of the Indian community which 
no act on the part of an EngliRh governor, done 
without reference ~ them, could extinguish. 
If the English Canadian Government, to buy 
the support of the clergy at the time of the re· 
hellion of 1837, gave the Seminary a grant which 
was incompat1ble with this claim, it is the 
Canadian Government that is bound to make 
amends to the Indians to-day. [t seems 
to us that Govnnment , -is in -this dilcmrnc.. 
A decision of the courts annulling the title of the 
Seminary would dispossess that institution not 
only of millions of dollars worth of proporly at 
Oka-, tut of vastly larger properties in Montreal. 
which it holds on similar conditional French 
titles,similarlyconfi,rmed by English authority-a 
dispossession which would work the coming revo­
lution much sooner than most people have lo:1ked 
for. On the other hand, a decision of the courts 
confirming- their claims would place Government 
in the position of having forty years ago wronged 
the Indians in the most tyrannical and cruel 
manner, and render the redemption of the In­
dian lands a. necessity. Their present immense 
value would render this almost as impossible a 
task as the other. No wonder Government 
shrinks from the question. 

and their friends intend at law to contest. The 
duty of Government is rather to provide means 
to contest this, but it will be done before the 
Privy Council of England whether it provides 
the means or not. By such an act a<J inducing 
the Indians to leave Oka, Government would 
lend itself to the wrong of raising mere trustees 
to absolute owners forever, and this under pre­
tence of benefiting the Indians, in whose name 
and on whose behalf the seigniories were ob­
tained ! One day we hear the Seminary declare 
that the Indians ha.ve no rights and are mere 
~quatters, but it forgets the day when it offered 
them $25,000 to forego their rights and to leave 
Oka! Manytimesithunts them through the bush, 
intimidates them with Provincial Police kept on 
hand, and imprisons them for cutting woo1 for 
repairing their huts or for fuel; yet its Superior, 
the Rt>v Mr. Baile, recently on oath forgot that 
he had written a. letter to the Secretary of State 
on the 12th October, 1868, in which he said, 
''We allow them to take what wood they require 
for building pUI·poses or for fuel," and had to 
acknowledge in Court the authenticity of the 
letter he forgot he had written ! Shame on 
such duplicity! No wonrler a Roman Catholic 
advocate in the Court remarkE-d, "I am astound­
ed at that sort of ro.emory !" 

IS THE GOVERNMENT AFRAID 
THE OKA QUESTION? 

OF 

SIR,-The i~ terview of tbe last Oka delegation 
with the Hon. Mr. Mills may lead the public 
to believe that the Okas might accept a. money 
or a land inducement to leave the Seigniories to 
the absolute ownership of the Seminary of St. 
Sulpice. Once again it may be a~ well to assure 
those time-servers, or timid people who fear in 
Quebec to call their souls their own, that Uhief 
J oseph and his people will be neither coaxed, 
bribed, bullied, nor forced into leaving Oka. 
Though the tables for the time are turn"d, and 
this old hunting-ground of the Iroquois has be­
come the granrl hunting-ground of the Semi­
nary, where Indians are hated and hunted in-

If Govtlrnment is sincere in its efforts to get 
justice for the Indians, it mu~t positively get 
that justice only by getting them their rights in 
the seigniories,-not in Oka,only, but all of their 
ri~hts in all parts of the seigniories. The Indians 
w1ll not leave Oka. Why does not Mr. Mills 
make o•ertures to the Seminary to leave Oka ? 
It has i11 the aggregate elsewhere in Quebec, more 
land than some of the natiuns of Europe ! Ptlr­
haps the gentlemen of the Seminary, the few 
who have to st~y in Oka., would accept in lieu 
thereof the magnificent rtlserve among the bears 
and blueberries of Donca.ster, which they wanted 
the Indians to accept. It would cost much 
less. too, to move the Rev Mr. :..aca.n and staff, 
with Bully Fa.uteaux, than the Rev. Mr. Parent 
and family, with the five hundred Protes­
ta.tt men, women and children, who are 
attached to their olrl home, and whose 
village was named after one uf their chiefs. 
The Indians, too, might compromise, and with· 
draw the action against the Seminary f<'r false 
imprisonment and for the cruel demolition of 
their little ProteBta.nt church, just two y~ar~:~ ago 
this month. · As big a trade might be done in 
hear~:~kins and blueberrit-s as in ~>pruce gum. 
I write this seriously ar.d advisedly, though I 
know it will be tak~n as " Protestant intoler· 
ance and insult, which w~ want the Prot~stantR 
l~f this Catholic country to understand we will 
not brook, and if nt'eds be will resent, etc." 
(The bluster and vulgarity are omitted.) 

']'he question growing upon the people of thia 
Dominion-fo1· the Oka question is more than a 
local question-is this : "Js the Government 
afr:~.id ?" If it is not afraid why dots it allow 
the Seminary, as if anticipating a speedy down­
fall to its persecutions and absolute claims, to 
cut and sell the oak timber on the seigniories, 
which with any ores, wines or minerals, is the 
exclusive property of Government. (See Deed 
of Concession, 26th Sept., 1733.) It is estimat-

tead ~ ~~r. 3tl.d ulli • 
hounds. the Okas intend to stay just where they 
are. 'fhere is, I know, inevitable damage to 
one's peace, and even to one's business in this 
Province, to side with the right against the 
wrong, when the wrong is under the wing of the 
Church of Rome. One must expect too to be 
set up as a fool or a fanatic for not minding one's 
own business, and letting ecclesiastical aggression 
have full swing. But we have a British birth­
right to uphold ; we are in Canada stewards of 
British justice and fair play, which extends to 
man, red or white, as wdl as to beast. 'J'he 
Okas have legal rights as well as the Seminary. 
The Okas took upon themselves no obligations 
of loyalty to persons or creeds when the Semi­
nary was appointed the trustees of their lands. 
The Semmaxy did take upon itself conditions and 
trusts-most of which it has not fulfiUed. It 
was to instruct the Indians, as well as to give 
them spiritual care. Possibly six out of 
the thousands during a century and a half 
were imtructed enough to read French. In 
a. few years under their present spiritual 
regime, most of them have been taught to 
read l.nd write English and French, as 
well as to think. Oka has been their home for 
over a hundred and fifty years. The "intr·uders" 
are the ]french and English, who have no legal 
right there at all. If the Oka.s have rights, th.,y 
want and will get them all,-not a tenth or a 
third. They have at least the right off and out 
of the Seigniories to maintain themselves from 
freezing and starving. This is denied them, and 
'' Ste. Scholastique jnstice"-a by-word in the 
Dominion let it be, for all that il4 wrong, a re­
proach to British law-is the kindly •' care" 
which the Seminary bestows upon the poor peo · 
ple, fer doing now what Rev. Mr. Baile the 
Superior, in a letter to Mr. Langevin, 
then Secretary of State, said the tlemi 
nary had always " allowed" them to dn. 
No one looks to Ste. Scholastique for justice in 
Oka matters while the present stipendiary ma­
gistrate sits on the Bench, but it was expected 
from the Government. But Government st•ems 
afraid. I do not see why it is a,fra1.d to be 
impartial. and it is not impartial if it is indif­
ferent . If the tables were turned, and hordes 
of red-skins were to crush the ~eminary vri .. ~tR 
by pers1stent persecution, would tht: l7uvernm..,J.t 
take nearly ten yt>ars to come to the conclusion 
that it would soon be time to begin an examina­
tion into the troubles? Would the Seminary 
be content in the interim with the salve of pro­
fuse promises, studied politeness, a few dollars 
and a gentlemanly ag.,nt ? And had thtl ima­
ginary agent reported as the actual agent has 
reported, would not the Government have had 
its eyes opened, and moved in a. bold way? But 
then the Seminary is rich and the Indians are 
poor. But never mind, justice will be done for 
all that, as it was in the case of Guibord. 

Why does the Government, in its interviews 
on this subject, try to induce the Indians to 
leave their old home, and ''so settle the trouble?" 
That would be just what the Indians' enemies 
want. That would be a. direct acknowledgment 
that the red-skins are ~quatters with no rights, 
but who, having lived there for a. century and 
a half, were entitlE-d to some little consideration. 
That would be a monstrous iniquity--to legalize 
the so·called "absolute rights" of the Seminary, 
which the Indians never dreamed of recognizing 

nd tb11t ouer 300 1\00 cords of wood have bean 
~ut and sold by th~ gentlemen at a profit of at 
least $1,000,000. Does the Government not in­
tendeven to look after its own pecuniary intl'r­
estsin Oka? 

I can show the Government one of two ways 
out of the difficulty. 'rhe Okas claim ri~hts all 
over both seigniories, notwithstanding that 
the Seminary has sold lands, created villages, 
etc. - all of which, done as it was done, was 
done illegally. This large question will like~y 
be for the Privy Council in England to settle. 
But let the Government change its base, and try 
to induce the Seminary to leave Oka. We will 
not insist upon it going to Doncaster Let the 
Indians have, say, five miles square of the Lake 
of 'fwo Mountains, with river frontage; let 
them have peaceable possession as have the other 
Indians of Canada., under some Government con­
trol, and I venture to say the contrast in ten 
years will astonish people who have got into the 
stupid fashion of calling the Indians indolent. 
I venture to believe their fences and farms, their 
houses and families, their cleanliness and their 
cultur"'. will look amazingly big beside that of 
the flock of the Seminary. Surely if the bar­
barous stranger, Sitting Hull, iR worth a wel­
come and so generous trl'n.tment, Government 
can afford at least to do bold justice to Chief 
J oseph and his people, whose tribe were alwayt 
faithful and loyal to the British Government 
from its very first to its very la~t contest on 
Canadian soil. 

Some people are only convinced by figures . 
'l'hey have dry, practical brains which cannot 
reach beyond the circle of arithmetic. 1 offer 
them a mouthful,-which may convince others 
as wbll that the Seminary have an intense inter­
est in getting the IndianA away from the 
sdgniories. Had I beeu the Superior, I should 
long ago have give11 them half a million when 
they were in the humiJr. with seed and provisions 
in bountiful supply, and get them the best of 
land anywhere else. Let it be remembered that 
if the Indians in a bnjy should leave the seig­
nior}, they would forfeit their claims. 

Now the Seminary have sold land on a loto 
ave1·age a.t $40 an acre ; some less, but som.,, as 
in the v1llage of Oka, at $400 an acre. There 
ar" ~15 square miles in the ~eigniory of tlw Lake 
ot Two Mountains; 72 in the adjuiuiug ,;eig­
nury. In this is now included the villages 
of Oka, St. Placide,St. Pierre, Ste. Scholastique, 
St Columban, St. Benoit, Belle Riviere, St. 
Jostlph, part of Point a.ux Anglais, &c. There 
are 640 acres in a square mil"'· 'l'hi~ gives us 
106,880 square acres in the two ~<eigniories. 
1:hat of Lake of Two Mountains at $4.0 an acre 
is worth $24,320,000 ; that of the adjoining 
seigniory, $18,4.32,000-making in full Fm·ty-two 
Million Seven Hundred and Fifty-two Thousand 
Dolla1·s I not including the tithes, taxes and 
rents. I wonder what body of gentlemen in the 
world wouldn't be devotedly loyal and courteous 
to a Government which would maintain them in 
even one of a. dozen such possessi.ms ! It is a 
great crime against the progress and population 
-Roman Catholic even more than Protestant­
of this Province, that any Church should have 
such a tremendous grip upon its soil,and should, 
moreover, be sending immense portions of these 
revenues out of Canada to enrich the Seminary 
of St. Sulpice in France, Yours, &c., 

W. U.. B. 
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