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Recent Ravenscrag Sale Recalls
Famed ‘Haunted House of District

Szmonh‘McTavtsh R;MmMMﬂded, De-
molished 80 Years Ago-This Month—
e Basis of Many Tall Tales

1d

Bk ot

By EDGAR ANDREW COLLARD.

—

Eighty years ago last month—in
December, 1860—workmen were de-
molishing a massive ruin which
stood near Pine avenue, in the
grounds in which the Allan home,
Ravenscrag, was subsequently built.
The demolition of thisruin remov-
ed a grim landmark which had
overlocked the city for more than
half a century, and which Montreal-
:| ers had come to know as the Haunt-
o e
Most persons, even the sceptical,
lpreferred to avoid this forbidding
ruin—at least after nightfall. The
it
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curious, who visited in broad
daylight, would peer with awe
through its gaping doors and win-
dows. The Haunted House was, in-
deed, a delight only to cabmen, who
would drive tourists up the wind-
ing country road which led to it
(for in those days a wide stretch of
open country still separated the
city from the mountain), and there,
in surroundings sufficiently wild
and ‘lonely, they would tell their
eeriest tales.

There was certainly much that
was strange in the history of the
house. It had been planned as the
most magnificent residence in Moni-
real, but, when almost completed,
it had been abandoned and left to
fall 'into decay. Barrels of harden-
ed plaster, lying among the floor-
| beams, were evidence of how sud-
'denly the construction work had
| ceased. The house did, indeed, stand
as a symbol of the ruined hopes of
its builder—Simon McTavish.

Simon McTavish, who was de-
scribed by one of his contempora-
ries as'a man of “enormous energy
and decision of character,” was the
chief of the Montreal fur traders,
at a time when the fur trade was
the biggest business in the city. In
1795 he had been mainly responsible
for combining many of the Mont-
real traders into a single or-
ganization, known as the Northwest
Company—an organization which
soon became the Hudson Bay Com-
pany’s most formidable rival.

McTavish was masterful and
domineering, desmanding absalu'c
obedience from all those who were
associated with him. He became
known by such titles as the Mar-
quis, the Premicr, or the Emperor,
snd sometimes as the Old Lion' vi
Montreal. He was a very difficult
man to work with, and before long
a number of his partners withdrew
from the North-West Company, and,
forming an organization of their
own, finally chose Sir Alexander
Mackenzie as their leader. The very
name they selected — the X.
Company, signified their intention
of fighting McTavish; for the bales
‘of the North-West Company were
| marked N-W, and they had taken
the next letters of the alphabet.

‘The fact that he was now faced
with two rival companies seemed (o
call forth all McTavish’s combative-

ness and organizing ability. As-
sisted by his nephew, William Mec-
Gullivray, he pressed forward the

trading jactivities of the North-West
Company to the South = Saskat-
chewan |and the Missouri rivers, and
even invaded the ancient sphere
cf the [Hudson Bay Company by
establishing posts on Hudson’s Bay
itself.

This intense competition led -to
practicallly open war in the-interior.
Blood w'as shed, and violence and
sharp practice became the order of
the day) All three companies be-
gan to [feel the fatal drain.. Me-
Tavish, | however, refused to hear

.any other home in the city. He
'wished—to" live~in—

Y.| which the rafters

of any compromise, and was de-
termined to fight it out to the end.
Amalgamation was obviously the
only solution, but so long as Me-
Tavish lived, no amalgamation was
possible.

It was ~ altogether characteristic
of Simon McTavish that when he
planned a home. he should have
Insisted that it must overshadow

surroundings
commensurate with his importance,
and where he might extend that
princely hospitality for which he
was renowned. He wished, too, to
establish a McTavish clan on Can-
adian soil, and he intended that his
mansion should be inherited and
enhanced by his descendants down
through the years.

About the year 1800 he purchased
an estate in the open ' country
which: then lay between Mount
Royal and. the city. The huge tract
of land which comprised fhis es-
tate is today divided into two near-
ly equal parts of Pine avenue. The
lower half now includes that sec-
tion of the city which extends from
Pine avenue down to about Dor-
chester street, and which is bound-
ed to the west by about Drum-
mond street, and to the east by
about Mansfield and McTavish
streets. The upper half now in-
cludes a considerable section of
Mount Royal Park, in addition to
the Ravenscrag property which was
recently donated to the Royal Vie-
toria Hospital by Sir Montagu
Allan.

. McTavish chose to erect his man-
sion -at  the most dramatic spot,
where the abrupt face of the
mountain might serve as a back-
ground, and where the lower slopes
might be developed into a terraced
lawn. The construction work was
begun early in 1804,
spring of that year enough pro-
gress had besn made to. allow the
roof to be laid The exterior was
virtually finished, showing a mas-
cive structure, somewhat resembling
a French cha'eau, It had a frontage
of about
circular- tower at each end. The
main section of the building was
three stories high, with the ground!
floor intanded for the kitchen and
servents’ quarters. The dining-ha.l
which occupied the whole of vne
of the wings, was circular and
arched overhead. and surrounded
with many windews. The roof was
constructed on the old-fashioned
“high” principle, draining to all
four corners from the ridge into

and by the..

126° feet, with a semi-|
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were fastened.
The dressed limestone with which!
the mansion had been built made
it quite unique; for at that time
nearly all the buildings in Mont-
real: had been constructed only
with rubble-rough stones of all
shapes and sizes which had been
fitted together with a generous use
of mortar.

Just as McTavish’s home was
nearing completion, orders were
given to suspend all construction‘i
work, and nothing further was ever
done, beyond boarding up the doors|
and windows. For in April, Simon !
McTavish had suddenly taken ill, !
and he died early in July, when in
only his 54th year. :

McTavish’s unexpected death,'

when he was still in the prime of !
life and in the midst of construct-!:

ing his mansion, soon gave rise to

many strange rumors. One version
(Continued on Page 10, Col. 3.) l
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DR. CUNNINGHAM
DIED AT ST. ANNE'S

‘Served Overseas and' Was In-
valided Home Shortly
Before Armistice

EMILE HANDCOCK DEAD

Death Occurred Suddenly of
Mrs. J. H. Dixon, Widow
of Former Rector
of St. Jude’s_

——eee

~ Captain  Rutherford B. Cunning-
.ham, M.D., D.D.S., L.D.S., Canadian

Army Medical Corps, died on Sat-

~urday afternoon at St. Anne’s Hos-
pital, Department of Soldiers’ Civic

been a patient for some time. Cap-
« tain  Cunningham offered his ser-
vices during the early stages of the
Great War and served overseas. In
1918 he contracted an illness and
was invalided to Canada shortly be-
fore the signing of the armistice.
Captain Cunningham was a son
of the late Mr. J. J. Cunningham,
formerly Assistant General Freight
Agent of the Grand Trunk Railway
System. He graduated in medicine

from Bishop’s College when the .,

Medical Faculty of that institution
- was located in Montreal. Afterwards
he took up the study of dentistry

and graduated in that subject fromi

McGill University.

Mrs. Cunningham, formerly Miss
Hilda Courtney, of Montreal, and a
voung:  daughter, survive Captain
Cunningham. Miss. Maggie Cunning-

havry pf Dwase. . |

Re-establishment, where he had,
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‘j educational matters.

\SALE RECALLS TALE

in teaching and for re orting the
true condition of the school to the
commissioners.” ;

. Radical though changes havé been
in education within the last few
decades, if Quebec is to keep in
step with! educational advanceé in
the sister provinces, it is a safe
venture to say that there are still
more revolutionary developments in
store within immediate years
.envisage

o come: =

| that future course, in light of pasé4

s < b A
Tis for pointing Bt deefe%i: Fed, taking his card from Capt. G.

TURC 1]

Little, comptroller of the vicere al
household.. Aides-de-camp includged
Col. H, Willis O'Connor, Cmdr. Ed-
son Sherweod, Capt. T. R. C. Goff,
Lieut. the Hon. Ernle Chatfield,
R.N,, and Lieut. D. Lantier.

Baron Robert Silvercruys, Belgian
Minister and dean of the diplomatic
corps, was first of .the representa-|
tives of other countries to greet the
viceroy, followed by Hon, F. E. H.
Groenman, Netherlands Minister:

Rene Ristelhpeber, French

experience and present achieve-
ments, this book will provide valu-
able reading for those intimately,
and even remotely, interested in

0F HAUNTED HOUSE

(Continued from Page 9.)

the United States

fat, United - States in,
Hon. Seijiro Yoshizawa,
Minister.

Empire representatives included
Sir Gerald Campbell, United King-
dom High Commissioner; Sir Wil-
liam Glasgow, Australian High
Commissioner, David de Waal
Meyer, accredited representative of
South Africa; and Hon, John
Hearne, High Commissioner for Ire-
land. Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh
Dowding of the Royal Air Force,
former. chief of the British fighter
command, now visiting Canada and

.
Japanese

had it that he had hanged himself
in his new home, and that this ac-
counted for a fearful gurgling
sound, which was said to be audible
within its walls. :
Another version, however, was
more widely circulated. According
to this, an apparition, which had
appeared to McTavish himself, had
led him to order that the construc-
tion work should cease, and had
hastened him to his untimely
grave. He had undertaken to build
_his spacious new home (so the ver-
sion ran) in preparaziion for the ar-
rival of his wife from: Seotland.
For many years she had hesitated
to leave her homeland, and now
that she had at last decided to join
him in the New World, he had

reconcile her to the change.

Late one night, however, he had
felt a mysterious impulse to visit
the mansion he was building for her,
When he had entered the door, he
stood aghast to see his wife’s life-
iless body dangling in the moonlight
Ifr_om one of the high beams. The
i vision faded, but deeply disturbed
lest it might be a premonition, he
ordered that no further work was
to be done. When the ship arrived
on which she was to have been a
passenger, it bore only the news
Ithat she had been unable to bring
|herse1f to leave her native land, and
had taken her life by hanging, on
the wve night he had seen the
vision. Broken-hearted at the tragic
frustration of his plans, McTavish
had lost all desire for life, and soon
wasted and died.

This story, grim and detailed
erniough, was somewhat spoiled by
those who pointed out that Me-
Tavish had never had a Scottish
wife, but had béen married for
more than 10 years to a French-
Canadian woman, who survived
him, and took an English army offi-
cer as her second husband.

Not all the stories about Me-
Tavish’s house, however, were
based upon mere rumor and hear-
say; for there were some persons
who claimed that they themselves,
when passing the ruin by moon-
light, had seen ghostly figures
standing on thé roof. But a farm-
er named McMartin—the one man
who had been courageous enough
‘e take over McTavish’s property—
had had occasion many times to
pass the ruined mansion by moon-
light, and he offered what he be-
lieved to be the explanation of the
“ghosts.” It was his opinion that
while the moon was in a particular
phase, it shone on a piece of the
remaining tin roof in such a way
as to produce a strangely diffused
light, which, in the eyes of those
who did not choose to approach too
near, might easily seem to bé some-
thing supernatural.

The facts about McTavish's un-
finished house may not have in-
cluded matters supernatural, but
they were still tragic and ironie

wished to do everything he could to| b

| ment is located in Mount = Royal
Park, close by the old stone wall|:

mission, also attended. >

Mgr. Ildebrando Antoniutti, Apos-
tolic Delegate, and Archbishop
Alexandre Vachon of Ottawa rep-
resented the Roman_ Catholic
Church, while Bishop Robert E.
Jefferson represented the Church |
of England.

BABY BORN 12.15 A.M.

Loses New Year Honor —

Records on Standard Time

Ottawa, January 1. — (P—First
baby born in Ottawa after the bells
pealed in the New Year was the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Germain A.
Suge‘tbe—but officially he’s a 1940
aby.

He was born at 12.15 a.m. Eastern
Daylight Time. But Government
statistics are based on standard
time, and baby Surette—so far as
the records go—was born in 1940.

First baby born here this year ac-
cording to the records is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Gannon, of
Nort%m Low, Que.,, born at 2 am.
BDT

home. It seems that he had insisted
on supervising every detail. of the
construction work. On one occasion
he remained too long in the damp
spring air, contracting a cold. This
cold developed into the inflamma-
tion of the lungs of which he died.

Moreover, his hope that his es-
tate might become a great home for
his descendants was likewise doom-
ed to go unfulfilled. Though he left
four . children, they all died very
early in life; so that within a few
years after his own! death, there
was no direct descendant to become
his heir.

To make the reversal of his plans
complete, his partners in the North-
West Company took advantage of
his death to enter into an immed-

they sold out to the Hudson Bay
Company.

once his estate, almost
among the trees which have grown
up about it, there still stands the
tall column which was erected to
mark McTavish’s grave, This monu-

built to mark the western limit of
the Ravens‘cra% property, Me¢Tavish
used frequent to sit for hours
reading on this spot, and
here, when on his death-bed, that
he asked to be buried. The in-
scription tells how the monument
was erected by his nephew, William
McGillivray. to commemorate “his
manly virtue.” But there is irony
even here. At McTavish's death.
William MecGillivray had made his
home with Sir Alexander -
zie, and: thus, while he was erecting
this monument to his uncle's mem-
ory. he was actually living with the
‘man_ who had been the leader of
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on an - official |-

iate amalgamation with the X.Y.|.
Company, and, a few years later,|:

In an obscure corner of what was|.
hidden |,

it was|-

the X. Y Company and his luncle’s

enough. McTavish had died as a re-
sult of the very ' eagerness with
which he had planned his new
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! which reaches this country by thejcouri
SILK IN BAGGAGE underground route, iy placed in{Joyn
motors or horse-drawn vehicles and|havi

sent across the line by the many|hnis
HELD BY CUSTOMS roads. It has even 'been suggested{<f M
. that some of those engaged in “rum-| &=

running” make it a complete DUS- | e
PR s e iness by smuggling silk into Canada
on their way into the country to

Sl H 'btai 3 i f good Scotch and

Trunk Containing  Material |7c Snisisy 6 “earlty’ back to the
thirsty inhabitants f New York

Valued at $3,000 Sent tO staﬁz. l?ere li.sa?n:,ter?ial r‘or“an up-

O‘tt f I t to-date smuggling story by a present-
; ection day Robert Louis Stevenson.
awa for nSp ¢ In the meantime the Preventive
s s e service finds nothing romantic in
the matter and . 'the officers have a
M \ N | busy time watching the numerous
MUOH SMU.GG‘LING DONE points of entry thrgu-gh which the
3 J Pl SRR S, silk smugglérs may try to penetrate
: the Customs defences.

VM

High Duties and Sales Tax

Make Adventure Very At Montrealer Was Fined

Ottawa, March 7.~ Marion Her-

tractive to Those in ~mond, of Montreal, was fined $400
and costs or three months in jail, on
Contraband Trade pleading guilty in the county poliCe e
[RUSRR- SE——

Silk in bolts packed in a trunk
which had travelled as baggage in o
bond has been “detained” by officers
of the Preventive Service and for- .

warded to Ottawa for investigation.

It was stated that the value of the

material contained in the trunk Your Most V‘
would range 'between $2,000 and
$3,000. The trunk reached Windsor
street station of the 'Canadian Pac-

ific Railway. There it attracted at-
tention of the Customs officers and
in time was inspected by officers of
the Preventive Service, whose bus-
iness it ig to guard against infrac-
tions of the Customs Act. The last
action was to send the trunk to the|
capital.

For some time past the Customs
service has been busily engaged in a
hunt for a set of men engaged in
smuggling silk across the Canadian,
border. 'The high rate of duty has
made this an attractive adventure.
Silk menufactured in the TUnited
States and valued at -about $2.25 a
yard has come across the line in
large quantities and the competition
of this contraband has made itself
felt in the shops who have purchas-
ed their goods in a legitimate man-
ner and paid the 'Customs imlpost.
The duty on silk coming from the
United States is at the rate of 37%
per eent-on the involce value of the
goods. 'To that is added the sales
tax of six per cent on the duty-paid
value, making a total impost of about!
45 per cent, or, approximately $1-per i
yard. If the smuggler can success- 3 = B et
fully evade payment of the duty and
the tax he has a nice margin on
which to work when offering the

material for sale.

' DRIVEN ACROSS LINE. Main &

It is probable that very little of /8270
this silk reaches Canada by means \
of trunks despatched as baggage, as

the probabilities of passing the Cus- 5 14 ST. JOHN STREET

toms officers are indeed slim. It is
said that the bulk of the material §»
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in time was inspected by officers of
the Preventive Service, whose bus-
iness it is to guard against infrac-
tions of the Customs Act. The last

capital.

For some time past the Customs
service has been busily engaged in a
hunt for a set of men engaged in
smuggling silk across the Canadian
border. The high rate of duty has
made this an attractive adventure.
Silk manufactured in the United
States and valued at -about $2.25 a
yard has come across the line in
large quantities and the competition
of ‘this contraband has made itself
felt in the shops who have purchas-
ed their goods in a legitimate man-
ner and paid the 'Customs impost.
The duty on silk coming from the
United States is at the rate of 37%
per cent-on the involce value of the
goods. 'To that is added the sales
tax of six per cent on the duty-paid

45 per cent, or, approximately $1 -per
yard. If the sinuggler can success-
fully evade payment of the duty and
the tax he has a nice margin on
which to work when offering the
material for sale.

DRIVEN ACROSS LINE.

It is probable that very little of
this silk reaches Canada by means
of trunks despatched as baggage, as
the probabilities of passing the Cus-
toms officers are indeed slim. It ig
said that the bulk of the material

action was to send the trunk ‘to the|

value, making a total impost of about!
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