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Cctcober 2¢ /21

Rev, Profcossor Macnauchion,
Queen's University,
Kingston, Onte

Dear Sirts : : % =
. You may recall an opening sentence in your address te

the St James Literary Society scme years ago, on our “0ld lMerw

chants and PFur Traders™, wondering if any of us knew why lMeTavish

Street was sc¢ called amrd my humbly murmering, "Simon McZavish",

I have beccme interested in his stery, particularly as it-
concorns his Menument, and weuld be grateful if you could supply
any data, or say where I might hepefully lcck for ite

I know scmething of the various cadastral plans of Lis Estate,
the site and appearance of the house and scme ¢f the legends ate
tached tc it; scmething of the bequest of lands t¢ his nephew
Jehing British Consul in Baltimere, wherc he married Emily Caten
in 1816, She was alive in 1861 and tcck acticn against Hugh Allan
pnrchaser ef part of the Estate, for infringement cf rights rese
pecting the plot where the lonument still stands, though in a
state of great disrepairs I have his burial certificate signed
by feur impeortant citisens and JeMcuntain, Anhlican Recicr, and
have access Lo the Execuiors' Statement in seitlement of the
Estate, and I am now trying %c¢ trace the body frem its original

place of inférment to the "Tomb™ =~ now cnly a heap of ruins = o

whers 4t-may mow actually be, id ncl under thesc ruinse i
If you intend making any special er extended ncte of Melavash 3

 in your bock, I weuld be glad te furnish you, in exchange, any - E

data which I may have, or will, I hope, get, and you may lacks

Very truly yours,

Pleasc addrcss:

-

SAMUEL M. BAYLIS, \ WHINENR R
808 University Street

TeLepHone Up. 2032 ‘ Lo /0
MON T REAL et
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Qctober 29 /21

Dr AeGeDoughtyy
Deminion Archives,
Ottawae

Dear Sirse

Some of us have become interested in the story of Simen

McTavish,who died here July 6, 1804, and are approaching it frem

different angles « cwnership and beqguest of Estate = title tc¢ plot

reserved fcor monument = eriginal burial place - erectich of monm
ument - removal of bedy te "Tomb®™ (shewnf in "Hochelaga Depicta®
but now only a heap of ruins)=- present place of sepulture = &¢ -
and I would be very grateful if you weould say if you have anything
which would throw authentic light on the subjeet, or where I might
hopefully look for ite

Very truly yours,

Please address?

SAMUEL M. BAYLIS,

808 University Street
TeLepHone Up. 2082

MONTREAL
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McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. Session 1921-22.

How to Use the University Library.

1. The University Library contains over 180,000 volumes,
31,000 pamphlets,and 1,100 periodicals, Government publications,
and transactions of societies. Most of these are housed in the
University Library, situated between the Campus and McTavish
Street. This building also contains the Law Library, the Black-
ader Library of Architecture, the Emma Shearer Wood Library
of Ornithology, and the Blacker Library of Zoology.

2. Special reference collections will be found in the Depart-
ments of Physics, Social Service, Physical Education, and the
School for Graduate Nurses. The Medical Library is situated in
the Medical Building.

3. The card catalogue to the University Library will be
found in cases on the floor of the Reading Room. Entries for
authors, subjects, and titles are arranged in one alphabet and
should be consuited in the same way as the headings in an ency-
clopaedia or a dictionary. The ordinary author card containsthe
following entries: call number, author’s name in full, date of his
life, title of book, place and date of publication, paging and size.

4. For a book by a certain author look under his name
(printed in black on the first line of the card), where you will
find his writings listed, with one card for each book.

5. For a book on a definite subject look for the subject
(printed in red on the first line of the card), and you will find
what the Library has. If you do not find the subject wanted, look
under other possible names than the one selected. Frequently
the catalogue will suggest which of alternative forms has been used
—for instance, it will refer you from ‘“Government’’ to ‘‘Political
Science,” or from ‘Grammar’ to ‘‘Language—Grammar.”” Some-
times at the end of a set of subject cards you will be told to *‘ see
also >’ certain other headings where you will find additional re-
lated information—for example, in addition to the books bearing
the red subject heading ‘‘Education’ you will be referred to addi-
tional information under the headings ‘‘Architectural Education ;
Classical Education ; Scientific Education ; etc.”




6. Fiction, plays, and books with striking or unusual ¢it/es
are catalogued under the title as well as by author. Societies are
entered under their names and periodicals under their titles.
Government publications are entered under the name of the
country. For biography look either under the name of the author
of the book or under the name of the person written about.

7. Coloured cards are used for special purposes : blue cards
for bibliographies or lists of books on a subject or person ; green
for biography or an individual ; yellow for criticism or interpreta-
tion ; pink for cards which are temporarily removed from the
Catalogue.

8. The Stack is not open to students. In calling for a book
use the call slips provided: white for books to be used in the
Reading Room only, and pink for books to be drawn for home
use. Fill in the call number which appears at the upper left-hand
- corner of the card, being careful to copy it exactly and to put in
the period, plus sign, or two parallel lines which indicate the size
of the book (octavo, quarto, or folio) ; fill in the author’s name
and title of the book ; sign your name and address, and present
the slip at the Delivery Desk. Be sure to indicate any special col-
lection stamped on catalogue card, such as ‘‘ Barnes Collection,”
“ Blacker Library.”

9. The shelves in the Reading Room contain the following
classes of books : Encyclopadias, dictionaries, and general works
of reference are on the north side. These may be consulted freely
in the Reading Room but may not be taken from the building.
At the east end and on the south side beyond the fireplace are the
books reserved for reference in special courses. The shelves are
numbered to correspond to the Departments and courses. For
conditions under which these books may be borrowed consult the
Desk Attendant. The shelves between the fireplace and the
Delivery Desk contain new books added to the “Library and the
books belonging to the University Book Club. These latter are
not available for use by students and are not to be removed from
the shelves.

10. Books in special demand are kept on the shelves behind
the Delivery Desk.

11. Current periodicals may be found in the small room
next to the men’s coat-room. For back numbers or bound vol-
umes, consult the catalogue and apply at the Desk.

12. If you have any difficulty in finding information from
the Catalogue do not hesitate to ask for assistance from the Atten-
dant at the Desk. The attention of students is called to the
Jfollowing extracts from the Regulations of the Library Committee.

13. The University Library is closed on Sundays and on
certain other holidays, as noted in the Calendar of Meetings. With
a few exceptions, which are posted in the Library at the appro-
priate time, it is open as follows :—

(a) During the session, from 9 a.m. till 6 p.m. and from 7 till
10 p.m. On Saturdays from 9 a.m. till 5 p.m.

(b) During vacation, from 9 a.m. till 5 p.m. On Saturdays,
from 9 a.m. till 1 p.m., except during July and August, when the
Library is closed on Saturdays.

14. Students in the Faculties of Arts, Law, and Applied
Science are entitled to read in the Library and may borrow books
(subject to the regulatigns) to the number of three volnmes at one
time. |

15. Students in the Faculty of Medicine, who have paid the
Library fee to the Bursar, may also read in the University Library,
and on depositing the sum of $5, may borrow books on the same
condition as students in other faculties.

16. Graduates in any of the faculties, on making a deposit of
$5, are entitled to the use of the Library, subject to the same rules
and conditions as students in Arts, Law, or Applied Science.

17. Books may be taken from the Library only after they
have been charged at the delivery desk ; borrowers who cannot
attend personally must sign and date an order, giving the titles of
the books desired.

18. Books shelved in the reading rooms or seminary-rooms
must not be taken from the rooms to which they have been
assigned ; and, after they have been used, they must be returned
promptly by readers to their proper places upon the shelves.

19. Before leaving the Library, readers must return to the
attendant at the delivery desk books which they have drawn from
the stack for use in the reading-room.

20. All persons using books remain responsible for them so
long as the books are charged to them, and borrowers returning
books must see that their receipt is properly cancelled.

21. Writing or making any mark upon any book belonging
to the Library is unconditionally forbidden. Any person found
suilty of wilfully damaging any book in any way shall be excluded
from the Library and shall be debarred from the use thereof for
such time as the Library Committee may determine.

22. Damage to or loss of any books, maps, or plates, and
injury of library fixtures, must be made good to the satisfaction of




the Librarian and the Library Committee. Damage, loss or injury,
when the responsibility cannot be traced, will be made good out
of the caution money deposited by the students with the Bursar.

23. Should any borrower fail to return a book upon the date
when its return is due, he may be notified by postal card, and re-
quested to return the book. If the time has not been extended, or
the book returned, after a further delay of at most three days, the
book may be sent for by special messenger, at the borrower’s ex-
pense, or may be replaced and paid for, in the case of a student,
out of the caution moneys of such student ; in the case of graduates
or other borrowers, out of their library deposits. A4 fine of five
cents for ordinary books and of twenty-five cents for reference books
is imposed for each day that a book is overdue.

24. Before the close of each session, students must return
uninjured, or replace to the satisfaction of the Librarian, all books
which they have borrowed.

25. Silence must be strictly observed in the Library.

26. Infringement of any of the rules of the Library will sub-
ject the offender to a suspension of his privileges, or to such other
penalty as the nature of the case may require.

G. R. LOMER,

University Librarian.




Montreal, Octcber 29, 1221,
WeCrmistcn Roy LSQe, . .
Mount Royal Cemetery,
CITY.
IN RZ SEMON McTAVISH

Dear Mr Royi=-

In reealling vour kind premise tec see if your recerds will
disclcse missinz links in .he stery in which I am taking scme interest
I subscribe some known facts which may inlerest and assisi yoUe

(1) Simon M¢Tavish died "on Priday last the 6tL instant at his ccube
try seat near the mountain®™-(Gazette, July 9, 1804). He was buried =
RAZEXBEXX place not stated, but presumably the Pretestant Cemetery,
aequired 1799, now Dufferin Square = on the 8th July 1804, as certified
by J«Mountain, Anglican Rectcry and fcur witnesses, all in _crtant

names ccnneeted with deceased by bleed, marriage, or business tiese

(2) A Mconument, inscribed as "erected by his nephews, William and
Duncan McGillivray"™ (nc datc givem), and a "Tomb®™, with steps leading
up to it, are illustrated on the title page-of "Hochelaga Depicta®,
1838, The Mcnument and steps exist, in great disrepair, tc-day, but
in place of the “Tomb™ is a mound of stones, filled in with earthy
which may have originally formed the "Tomb®™

QUERIES - Was the interment in the 01d Cemetcry as certified?
Was the body later exliuumed, and when? - 2
Was it transferred tc the "Tomb", or-lMount Royal,then or late?.
Where is its present resting place?

If the MaReCemetery records affcrd this information I woul&be gratef-
ful if you weuld be gced encugh tc let m2 have ite

I am alsc desirous of learning the circumstanges and date of the
srection of Monument and "Temb"; which must have betiecn 1804 & 18383
if the picture correctly represcnts beth as they crigimally stood] andy
if sc, when and lLow the "Tomb™ came tc be destroyed and the mound-
constructed cut of the dsbrisy and if the body lies under the ruins;
but, execept pessibly en the last peint by implicaticn, I fear that -
vour recerds may be silents :

Wewdoer = \q vl Verr truly yoursy

P e : 3 W . e 1 P /.
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¢ s MUEL M. BAYLIS,

.4 08 University Street .
TeLEPHONE UP. 2032

lientrealy Novembor 5, 1921,

SelleBwing ESGe, . :
CITY.

Dear Mr Ewingte :
You will recall the appointment at the last Counecil
meeting of a Committee tc¢ lock inte the matter of the McTavisk lonuw
ment with a view tc its preservaticne :

We are getting at it from several angles with scme success, have
sscured useful data, and hcpe tec get meree : R

Believing that perscnal rsccllecticns of the clder citizens will
be valuabley; I thought of Mr MeCordy but find he is not well oncugh
te Le secne Mr JeRe.Dougall gave me his reccllections and drewv a
rcugh skeich of the “House of a hundred windows™ as ho cecunted them,
and Mr Lighthall tells me of a recent conversa.ion which he had with
Ur SeHeEwing who gave Lim some recolleciions of the Housey the Tomb,
the old recadway leading up te it, now absorbed by the City inte the
Park, and the aection, Caton vs Hugh Allan, taken in 1861, for restie
tuticn ef property rights in the Plet, apparently resulting as shewn
to-day in the semimcircular piecce of land jutting intc the-Allan
preperty and surrcunded by 2 wcoden fencee :

Mr Ewinges reccllections on thesec or other points within his view
shiculd be sc¢ valuable that in the interest of antiguarian rescarch
and public infermaticn I hepe he will feel moved to put them on record

He cculd reel.these off, withcut any attempt at literary finish,
a8 quickly as the stencgrapher cculd take thenm down, and we might
have a typed copy if you would suggest that he be geced encugh to de it

Wery truly yours,
; : E%iia 1 § i 3 ﬁl‘?p,
- : LY ‘\‘%’xv \,&)\ VAT, R iy i,{ L r)

_Mwnﬂf””/”’)/”f’
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9810 104 Kine Streer  MONTREAL, November 10th., . 7972l

Dear Mr.Baylis ;-

My son has handed your letter to him of the
10th., of November, and X now have pleasure in complying with
your request in giving you as much information as I possibly can
in connection with the McTavish house and monument. My recol=
lection is thet in 1862 an exhibition was held in the grounds,

% . in which the o0ld house stooda The late Davig Demne had a very
W .S58 P Y s00d picture of the housee ks far as I can remember it was
: threse stories, and gquite a number of small windows were in it, it
was built of stone, and on each gable there were round towers,
thase towers only ran to the first story or z little czbove it
with = circular roofs, and they were covered with some sort of
material which shown like gold. At this time the Ffloor in the
first story had besn more or less removed, and the house never
being ooccupied was badly out of repair, and much of the material
had been moved by thieves. It was said when the house was
demolished the remaining timber wes used in building " Braehead 4
afterwards occppied by the Late M.H.Gaulte.  The McTavish
mgnument of course stands where it then stood, and was in good
repair at that time, I remember that when Sir Bugh Allam built
" Ravenscrag "™ there was some trouble as it was said Sir Hugh was
encreaching on land which belonged to the McTavish monument, but
I do not remember how the matter was settled. As regards the
land on which the house stood, Sherbrooke St., was open, but
there were no houses on it at that time. Sherbrooke 8t., where
The Prince of Wales Terrace now stands was all fields, and a plain
fence ran along Sherbrooke St., with a gacte that opened into the
grounds, which if I remember rightly, would be about ghe centre
of The ?Tinoe of Wales Terrace. The late John Ieeming of
Montreal was the President of the exhibition which was held in the
foresaid year. The house had the reputation of being haunted,
as Mr.McTavish's death was said to have been tragic, but as to the
truth of that I know very little

Prusting the zbove information will be of
interest, and regretting I cannot Purnish you with more.
: I remain,

: Yours sincerel
Samuel M.Baylis,Ben, T

WO |, - .,ci;y.w :
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October 28 /21

The British Consul,
Baliinore, Mde, UsSeAle

Sirie
May I trouble yeu on a matter in whieh you may be eof scme seorvice |

ice for which I shcould be extremely grateful?

Simcn McTavish, cne of cur old Merchants and Pur Tradersydied
here July 6 18C4 and presumable lies buried in an isclated plet
on his Estate now part of Mount Royal Park, where a mchument, erece
ted tc his memory by his nephews, William and Duncan McGillivray,
8till stands within an iren railing and surrcunding stone walle

John McTavish, nephew and heir of Simon, was British Consul in
Baltimere in 1843, if not alsc before and afiter that dates 1In
1816 hc married Emily Caton ( or Katen) of the same State if not
City and died in 1850, leaving prcperty tc his wife, whe is said
tc have been connected with the American Commissioner (1775=6)
Charles Carroll of Carrclltcne She was alive in 1861 and tcok
action here tc preserve the reservaticn of burial place and ap—
parently succeeded in her demande

Some ¢f us have beccme interesged in the story of Simen Mc
Tavish and are appreaching it from different angles with the aid
cf such data as are available herce

It has occurred tc me that there may be living in Baltimore
descendants of John McTavish and Emily Caton whe might be in
pessessicn of informaticn or family papers which wculd throw
light upon and afford the human teuech t¢ this stery of the past,
and if you know or can hear of such persons whe would communie

cate with me I should be very pleased and thankful to you and
thems

Respectfully yours,

]

Pleasc address: 5 f///’/’:/,//”’-
SAMUEL M. BAYLIS, ™. - ,
goiciti il S,

MONTREAL




BRITISH CONSULATE EENERAIX
BALTIMORE
Refe. No.
1104/21.
18th November, 19Z1.
Dear Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 29th October last
relative to the descendants of Simon MeTavish, I find that
according to the Foreign Office List, John meTavish was appointed
British Consul at Baltimore on the 15th October 1824, and that
he died at his post on the 21st June 1852,

I am informed that a certain Carroll MeTavish, who is
believed to have been the son of John licTavish, had issue by
his wife, Ellen Gilmor McTavish, a son named Frark McTavish who
married and had issue:
™ (1) a son Richard Caton MeTavish, who is still alive,

his address being c¢/o "Arizona Daily Star",
Tueson, Arizona; and
(ii) a daughter, Anita McTavish who married first
George Elder, by whom she had & son, Carroll
McTavish Elder, now living, aged about 21.
The name of her second husband is not known
to me. She is now dead.

I do not know whether ;Mr. Richard Caton MeTavish
would be able to furnish any information about his family, but
it might be worth while communicating with him.

I am, Yours faitufully,
H. Bs . Consul.

Samuel M. Baylis, Esg.,
808 University Street,

Montreal.



SAMUEL M. BAYLIS;

008 University Street
TeLepHoNE Up. 2032
MONTREAL

S lr ; licntreal, November 21, 1921,

Hugh Alex: Ford Esge, y
British Censul,

Baltimore, Mde UeSeAe

IN RE SIMON McTAVISH Ref No 1104/21
Dear Sirie
I have your very ccurtecus letter of 19th instant, and thank

you mest heartily for your very kind interest in the matter and the
useful data which you have so carefully compileds

Our enquiries are being made cn purely antiquarian and historical
lines, and I shall write to¢ Mr Richard Caton lMcTavish to see if he can
threw any mere light on the matter than we have here in documents and
Court Records and the reccllecticns of the "oldest inhibitant®, -5

There is, of course, no question of pecuniary interest te any heir,
¢lose or remote; as all such matters were settled under the Will of
Simon transmitting the properiy tec his nephew John who Dequeathed his
whcle Estate to his wife Emily Catons She was alive in 1861 and tock
acvion against a neighboring propricior for encroachment on the ground
occupied by and reserved for the Tomb and Monument singe the first
salc by Jchne After 8 years of litigation the demand for restituticn
was Yranted in the final judgment ef the Court of Appeal in 1869,

In these 60 after years of apparent indifference and nezleet by any.
interested parties, the Mcnument and its appurtenances have fallen into -
great disrepair, and being private preperty = still registered in the
name of "Widow of John MeTavish™ = the City disclaims all responsibile
ity for its care; but our hepe is that failing descendants willing and
able we may get the authorities tc change their attitude on pubdlie
grounds, the Monument being the oldest,; among the many we now have,
in the City, commemcrating cone of the great picneers of its conmers
cial historye

By a curiocus co=incidence, a lady, Mrs Jessie Munrc Coffey, dropped
in here casually yesterday, claiming, though vaguely, descent from
old Simon, and expressing a wish tc see the burial place which her

"mother, who was born here, sometimes spoke of, We were pleased to ammk
assist lher in her desire and she promised to -make enguiries and send
us any data whieh she might be able (¢ preocures

Againn thanking you,
I am, dese Sir,
very truly yoursi

SAMUEL 1. B AYLIS
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: ~ November 22, 21
Richard Caton McTavish Esdge, et :
¢/c “Arizecna Daily Star®,

Tucson, Arizona, UeSsAs -

Dear Sirse -
; As ycu may perhaps know, your ancestor, Simon McTavish,
was one of cur cld Merchants and PursTraders who died here July 6,
1804, and was buried in a Zcmb, now in ruinsy in an isclated plot
on Lis Estate, now forming part of cur Mount Reyal Parke A Monument
was therc crected tc his memecry by twe of his nephews, one of whom died
died and was buried in the same Vault in the year 1808, along with
cthers of the family who died laters A wall, ncw falling tc deeay,
was built around the plet in 1846-7, and the ground conseerated in
1848, thus setting it apart forever from the sphere of commerce,

The entailed lands, psssing over deceased children, came into ithe
pessessiocn of John Mclavish, your greta grandfather (2), who was
Srivish Censul at Baliimore, 18341852, when he died, -leaving all -
Lis property te his wife, Emily-Catomy whom he married in 1816, and
whe is said te ccnnected with the Carrclls of Carrellton, henes the
roe¢ rrence of the family namese The Estates were pPresunably disicsed
of by Will of the last inheritor and there is, ccnsequently, nothing
mere then a sentimental interest attaching te descendants, the title
a mercly ncminal eney in which the City disclaims all interest of
ownership or '‘care of the'Plet, being still registered in the name
ef "Widow of John MeTavish®, :

We are leooking inte tho-matter from the antiquarian and hListorige

- al peint of view with tho idea ¢f interesting the family, the pubm
lic, and the City in the proservation ef this cld relic of early
daysy and {hinking that you, er your sister Anita; or Lor scng
Carrell McTavish Elder, said tc be *now living, aged abeut 21%,

Lis mother beins dead (Baltimore?), or others ef the connectien who
may be known ic you, may have proserved papers or traditions rew
lating to the life, death and burial of Simen McTavish, might be
able and willing to Supply missing data which would assist in our
researches, I take this liberty of writing yeu in the hope that you
can and if seo kindly will throw further 1iszht on this interesting
story of cur Listoric paste. .

Faithfully yours,

SAMUEL M. BAYLIS,

808 University Street
*  TeLepHone Up. 2082
MONTREAL

- -..'4. -



Search Ref.No,4573.

ADDRES. UL COMMUNICATIONS TC

e PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA

Ottawa, 24th November,1921,

£

2o
PN

Samuel M.Baylis, Esq.,
808 University St.,
MONTREAL,
wulk s dersnaneats
Dear Sir,

In answer to your letter of the 29th ultimo,asking
for information respecting Simon McTavish, I beg tc say
that I have been able to find very little. I inclese
copies of five documents which touch on the intended purchase
of the MeTavish grounds by Government,in 1828,

Have you seen lr. E.Z.Massicotte,Archivist at the
Court House,Montreal ? I belisve hé is the man who could
most help you in your work.

Sincerely yours,
j Wd P

Chief of the Index

Information.



PUBLIC ARCHIVES, Series C.Vol.606,p.54.
Plan shewing the Land upon the Mountaln ¥ear Montreal proposed
to be bought by the Government,

R. PiPBr Capt. R.En.
With letter of Respsctive Officers 3 May 1828.




PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA.

. Serie¢ C.vol.606,ppe55- .
Copye

Oifice of Ordnance
Quebec 3¢ May 1828,

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose coples of a correspondence felative to
a reserve to the Crown of 500 acre® of Land,which has been located to
Individuzls (apparently without autority) round the Montreal Mountain,
We thersfore request your opinion upon this point to be transmitted to
the Board of Ordnance The French concessions and Titles,or copies of
them We understand have been furnished you by Mr Montizambert,then
Acting Provineial Secretary and il any further documents relating to

this reserve are. required by you they will be furnished upon applica-

tion.
We have &¢c.
(Signed) R.Penn 0,8,
Edw. Durnford, Col. M.Gore D.S,

Com& Rl.Engs

Jas. Cockburn,Lt.Col,
Con€ Rl.Arty. ,
True Copy

ty
M.Gore, D ° Storekp.
The Attorney General

&Ce ,&0C, ,4C0



PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA
Series C. vol.606, p. 56.

Rl.Engr. Office
Montreal 19th Novh® 1828,

Gentlemen,
Having seen a paragraph in ths several Public Prints of

this Town setting for the sale of a Small Block &f Land belonging
to a™ir.De Rocher" on the 15th of the ensuing Month,and which is
situated in the Lins surveyed by us at the Northern oxtremity of the
Hountain,and 18 part of the Property which will eventually be required
for the use of the Government (should the projected defences ever be .
carried into effect) I deem it my duty to acquaint you with it,and
especially as there will be many individuals who for the purpose of
gain will be inclisied to purchase this 'C—round,hoping the Government .
will at a future period be obliged to give them whatever additional
Value they may be pleased to set on it;and as the present may not only
be a favourable opportunity whereby you may come at the real value of
the remainder of the Ground on the Title,and by which a part of it
may now be secured to the Public at a comparative small co8t,I here-
with annex a description together with a Plan of it,and have the
honor to be
Gentlenmen :
Tour Obdt humble Servant
(8d) R.S,. Piper
Capt.Rl.Engre
The Respective Officers |
Nontreal, True copy
M.Gore
DY Storekpr.



To be scld at Sheriffs sale on the 15th of Decembser next.
The following Lots of Ground vigz

4 Arpents in Front by 7 arpents in Depth,bounded in Front by

- Plerre DeRiviere Esquire in rear by John Gray Esquire;on the
North side of the Montreal Mountain,by the representatives of
the late Simon McTavish Esquire;including a Road of 20 feet wide,
running 2long the line of said Land - Representatives Lepalluur
being all in Standing wood,and is enclosed in the rear,and

on both sides.




PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA.

Series C. Vol. 606;P0590

Copy.
Office of Ordnance

lUontreal 19th Novb® 1828,
Gentlemen
In transmitting to you the e-nclcsed documents relative
to a sale of Ground situated on the Montrsal Mountain to take

Place at the Sheriffs Office oh the 15 December next.

: We have the honor to draw your at;tention to the Circum-
stance of all ground not capable of culture being by the Erench»
Law the property of the Crown,which priviledge was no doubt ceded
with all others at the conquest of this Country,as a further proof
1t becomes nacessary to observe that on the 218t of April 1659
the Company of Wew France,in conceding the Island of lontreal
to Plerre Chevrler BEsquire made a reserve bf 500 Acres of Land
round the Mountain in case a Fort was built there for the Main-
tenance of the Troops;already shewing that fhe mountain without
question is the property ¢f the Crown otherwise it would have
been also mentioned. .

It is also our opinion that no proper Titles can be produced
by the present holders of the Ground on this Hountain,% therefore
wo take leave earmestly to request,that no time be lost in obtain-
ing the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown,on a case likely-
to be of such vast importance tc the Government.

In the event of the right of the Crown being admitted on
oprosition to the @ale in question should be sent to the Sheriffs
Office before the sale which takes place on the 15 Decr. next,it
would also be desirable that orders be given that the Title Deeds
of the present holders of the Ground on fhe Mountain bé produced

to the Ordnance Officers,or some other means taken to the end that

Government may be satisfied of thelr Legality.

w?® have







PUSLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA.
Series C.Vol.606,p.62.

Qffice of Ordnance
Quebec 25th Novembsr 1828.

Sir

We have the honor to ﬁomam to be lald before His Excellency
the Commander of the Forces,the copy of a letter from the prectivo
Officers at Montreal of the 19th Instant,with sundry inclosures
relating to a sale to take place at the Sherifis Office‘ on the
15th Decembe r riext, of a lot of ground within the supposed Crown
reserve at the Mountain of Montreal,and we beg you will be pleased
to obtain His Excellencys authority for the Attorney General to
take the mecessary legal measures to ascertain the rights of the
Several individuals to the land of which they are in possession
within the limits of the 500 acres supposed to have besn reserved
for Hilitary purposes

We beg leave to enclose the copy of a lettsr we addressed on
the 3rd May last to the Attorney»General on this subject,whose
opinion we have not recoived,ﬁut by the same may be (if possible)
obtained,before the sale of the above mMentioned lot takes place:
and if the subject requires a longer periocd for consideration,that
the claim may be laid (fbr the righte of Government) in the usual
manner before the Sale is effected.

We have the honor to be ,Sir,

Your mest obedient mmble servants

E.W.Durnford Col. Richard Penn
Comg quEnga : 0.5,

Jas. Cockburn,Lt.Col. M,Gore
Con® Royle. Arty. DY Storekpt

Lieut.Colonel Couper
Military Secrstary






SAMUEL M. BAYLIS,

. 808 University Street
TeLeEPHONE Up. 2082
MONTREAL

lMentreal, November 25, 1821,

Dr AsueDoughiy,

; Dominicn Archivist,
OZTAWA, ‘ :
IN RE SEMOR McTAVIOH; Search Refl KRe 4573
Dear Sirse 3 :
3 Please accept for ycurself and cenvey tc Mr Audet my best

5 thanks for your interest in my enquiries and ccurtesy in transcribe
ing the decuments which you have seni mee

The peint of Orown ownership in the Mcountain lforest land is new
tc mey but I faney it was never pressod and that the prescnt cwners
are quite content with their titless ’ Ky '

Of ccursec we know cf Mr lassicettels mine of wealth and unfailing @
courtesy, @nd I have drawn 1argelyf n my researches,upcn which I have
been occupied for the month past since writing veue T have made cow
pious netes in all directicns and have even got on the irail eof living
deseondants of Jeohn, nephew and legatee cf Simen, though we still lack
data concernins the times of ereciicn of Teomb and Monument, and when
| vhe former fell inic¢ ithe ruin which it hew presentse 4

I d¢ not know what shape these notes may eventually assume,as we
are getting all available informaticn with a wiew to interesting the
public and the City in prescrving these cld relics of tho paste

I thing, hewever, that in the pablic interest yeu would de well te
consider ccmpiling a "decket™ of lMcTavish and interlccking ccontenpere
aries, and I cculd pus you cn the trail fc decumeniswhich wculd be ef
mueh histcrieal interest in sueh connecticn, in typing which you night
pessibly be geed encugh te inelude carben ccpies for mee '

NI

Very truly yoursy

ol WMQW\W







SMMUEL M. BAYLIS,

808 University Street
TeLePHONE Up, 2032
MONTREAL

lMontrealy, Ncvember 28, 1921,

Edgar Garilpy Esae, Q, ()1"} L g
704 'St Denis Ste,
CITY,
IN RE M/TAVISH MONUMENT ARD HOQUSE -
Dear Mr Gariépy:e-
: I soppose you arc geiviing aleng with the phcectes of
the twe pictures in Mr Massicotte's pessession and the picture in the
McCord Museum and will bu sending mc the siz copies which I ordered
very sliertlye
There is a picture of Hentreal in 1811 in thc Ghateau which I have
permissicn tc photo and Mr 0%Leary will show yous
I weuld like a phote of this reduced tc abeut 8 X 10 ,or less if
yeu think it w111 ceme cut clearly encugh feor illustraticn and record
as the plates arec made. I Weould alsc like ancther of a seetion in
the centre showing the Heuse, Farm House, and Monument about 4 X 6
enlarged tc say 5 X % I have left with Mr O%Leary a paper showing
the size of the seeticn which he will explain if it is not, as 1
think, quite elear tc yous I would like éne copr of each ef those
and I think My Lighthall wants scme or all of the prints you are
making for mey, but you will pleasgs ask him and tzke his crder directs
Plcase send me all uhc prints together with the bill and I will :
send you & chogues .

Very truly yours,

SAMUEL M. BAYLIS




h il pofoc /

Nevember 28th 21

Jelzndorseon Esdely
Supte Mecunt Reval Park,

. CITY%

; ! - IN RE SIMON MecTAVISH :
Dear Sirt= ; 4 ’
Sinece teleoplioning you we¢ have been pursuing cur ohw

quiries and lhave unearthed much that is net generally knowh conw

cerning the life, death and burial of this old Merchant and Fure
Trader whe died in 1804 He was buried, with cthers of the fame
ily later, in the Tomb or Vault once form.ng a chief ornament
of the walled plot on the mountaing but new cnly a ruinous mcund
of piled up stenmes and carthe Writers as late as 1002 speak of
the Temb as "still te be scen and seme of our clder citiszens
well remember ity but sc far I cannct learn when it fell into
ruin and by whom or at whosc corders the meund was constructede

I know that the City hasy nc jurisdicticn, but as this forms
an important link in the stery, I wculd be very grateful if you

geuld by scarceh in the Park reocords or enquiry among the cld

officials and employees, discover the faets in/this respect and
let me know,

Faithfully ycursh

X\ e M f{{)w’

Pleagc addresss

SAMUEL M. BAYLIS,
808 University Street

TeLerPHONE Up, 20382
MONTREAL.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

MOUNT ROYAL PARK

Montreal, YNovember 29th,  [92 1

Mr, Samuel M, Baylis,
- 808 University Street,
eITY,

Dear Sir:-

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of' the 28th, instant, and must thank you very mﬁch for the
information you have given me; but I am very sorry to say.
that I cannot give you any further informatioh, as I have
inguired froﬁ our oldest'emplgyes with regard to the McTavish
monument, and none of them have any recollection of the City

having done any work whatever on the monument,

Yours very truly,

. _——

Superintendent, Mount-Royal Park,




B

Deczmber 2nd 21

Sir Eontagn Allan,

"Ravonscrag®,
SITYe »
Sirie

We are loecking intc the story of SINON M¢ TAVISH, particular=

iy as it tcuches on his later 1life, decath and burial in 1804 in

the "Tomb®™ en the Mountain, aleng with others of the family whe
died -later, which bocemes mcre interesting as the little knewn
facts are disclesed frem a study of contémpcrary Decuments, Ine
ventories, Court Reccrds, Printed matter, and Picturecs.

We are assombling all available data prier tc an effert te
interest the public and the City authorities « whe, as the plot
is still registered in private ownership, disclaim all resyonsibile
ity of sujervision and care = in ihe preoservation of this ( our
cldest) monument tc a Pathiinder in the fieclds of Montreal'd cone
mercial sujpremacy, and licpe you may be interested at least tc the
exient-of supplemcniing our information with any kncwledge which
you may posSsSesss

Writers as latc as 18937 speak of the Temb as well as the
Shaft as "still tc be scen; but you will have cbserved the ruinous
cenditicn-of the structures and the sad state of ne-leet which
the whole enclesure new presents, and yeu may, perhaps, have alseo
necicedthat in place of the Tomb or Vauld which cneo steed at the
hcad of the steps there is ncw mercly a Mound er Cairn of pileds

up stenes whick evidebtily fcrmed part of tLis vanished Tombe

©an you recall the latest date at which you saw the Temb in
8434, and can you say when, if at all, you ebserved anyche engaged

in This demelition and recenstruction, whe thev were, or by whoss

autliority they were sc aeting? The late Huzh Taylor, wlic once
cwned the Hospital preperiy,2Wd was for long the HeTavish Agent,
and Lis papers or Lis heirs micht furnish usoful informatiion were

leither available. MNr McCocrd cculd say mueh, but hs sc i1l that
‘I hesitate to treuble Lime

I ﬁ@el sure that any memories of the eold Action are sc¢ deeply

buried in the dim almost forgetten past that if vou ecan vou kindly

will be plessed to throw what 1ight yeu may be able on the point
“Which puzzles use

Respectfully yours,

SAMUEL M. BAYLIS



TELEPHONE MAIN 714.
C#BLE ADDRESS, MONTALLAN

MERCHANTS BANK BUILDING,

205 ST JAMES STREET,

MONTREAL, Oth December, 1921.

Samuel M, Baylis, Esq.,

808 University Street,

v M o n t r ea 1.
Dear 8ir,

I received your letter of December 2nd, and
would gladly give you any information 1 possessed in regard
to the Tomb on the Mountain of Simon McTavish, but I have
none, I was in BEngland and France for four years during
the War, and do not remember having noticed any change
in the appearance of the Tomb, etc., except that I remember
noticing that the wall was very much out of repair, and that
the enclosure had an unkept look, which I did not like, but
otherwise I did not notice anything in particular until after
my return, when 1 remember walking up to the reservoir with
a friend of mine, and we went in and had a look at the Shaft,
but 1 did not go any further, and I noticed then that it was
all very badly in want of repair.

Can you tell me any particulars of the Law Suit
you refer to? I suppose it has something to do with the

land forming the approach to the Gate of the enclosure, as I

have often thought it strange that the stone-wall forming



s B 21l: Contd:i=2

the boundary between "Ravenscrag" Property and the Park stopped
at a certain distance from the wall forming the enclosure to
the McTavish Monument, and that a wooden Fence was erected to
form the rest of the boundary, so I will be glad to know the
details of the Action, if there was one, merely from curiosity,

as I have no hard feeling about it,

Yours faithfully,

¥ i /,
@{f’z A2




: Deceumber 7th /21
Sir HeMcontagu Allan, #
Merchants Bank Building,
205 St James Strect,
ClTVe :
IN RE SIMON MC TAVISH
Dear Siriw
I am just in receipt of wyour kind faver of Bth instant and

geeatly arpreciate your interest and courtesy in this matters It was
at the sugges.icha of 8ir Thcmas Roddick, conveyed threough Lady Bode
dick, that I tcok the l.beriy of writing yous and 1 am glad that you
did not resent it, as I feareds

I had a plcasant chat cver the telephone today with Mr DeRelcCord,
who, I am pleased t¢ find, is quite well encugh c speak, and take
such an intercsty as he deess Altlicugh he knows much-of the slory
in general and remembers secing the Zcmb ~ indeed,; has a waterw-cclor

sketeh of the walled plet in his muscum cf unkmcwn though conparatives

1y recent date = he can tell me netling as tc the ruinous c¢onditicn
of the Tomb therein shcwn as crected, and scems tC be surprised at
what I tell him abcut its prosent states

Yes, tliere wasg such an Acticn for encreachment, Hezrs McTavish

vs Hugh Allan, instituted in 1861 and lasting until 1869, when it was &

gsettled by final judgment in Appeal with the results apparent in ycur

bcundariesse We only learncsd of it aceidentally, and as it is of pub=

1ic reeerd, I have drawn upon it freely for irformation in making up
the "docket™ wh oh I am ccompiling for such use as may later a;jpesrs
Aside frem the pari you cught t¢ know which direetly concerns your
propertys the whele story as it develeps is sc fascinating from a
histerical and antiquarian peint of view that I feel yeobt might Tike
me tc give you a brief resum® of ity but it is teoc lomg tc write, and
if you care tc appeint a free lLour: at your offiece, elub, or home some

aftorncon, I will De glad tc ©tell it and shew yeu the Tile of papors

and phetegraphs which I hepe tc hawve gcmpleted by Ffzdayz 1 mevrely
suggest yeur licuse as perhaps mutually convenient and thinking that
cthers of your family whe may be at home might alsc possibly De ine
terested, but I am cntirely at your service and ccnmands

Very trxly FCUursy

- =

 SAMUEL M. BAYLIS, (e & g g

808 University Street
TeLepHoNe Up, 2082
MONTREA L.
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