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Dear Mr. Baylis,

I find with regret that I shall after all

be unabvle to be present at your Lecture to the St.

James Literary Society next Tuesday, as I am leaving

for New York tomorrow night, en route to England by
the #®Berengariab®.

I wonder, though, if you would be kind

enough to let me see your notes on "8imon McTavish®
I amm most interested and would be

when I returne.

sorry to miss them.

With kind regards,

Yours very tru&g, ~ 7
%" ; 97 A U-T_/4

808, University Street,
Montreadl.
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(Draft for My Bwing)

ST JAMES LITRRARY SOCIELY
Excorpt from Minutes ef Meeting of February 20 1923

Moved by JeAlEwing K.Ce Seccnded by L. I.MeMahen
AND RESCLVED:

THAT WHEREAS in an adresss befere the Scciety on this date by Mr Sl
Baylis, Viee-Prosident, it was disclcsed that SIMON Mc TAVISH; cne eof
the picnoer British merchants of Mcentreal, whe, with his asscciates, did
much tec establish the e¢cmmerecial supremaey of their adepted City, died
cn July € 1804 and was buried in a Tomb on his estate on the scuthern
slope ¢f Mcount Royal where an impesing menument was ereeted tc his
memory by twe of his nephews;

AND WHEREAS, as may be 3een, t“he burial plet now yrescnts an aspest of
uiier desclaiion, the surrcunding wall and the menument itself having |
fallen imtec a ccnditicn of great disrepair and impending ruin; and c¢one
Sidering the impertance ¢f this departed ¢itizen, the esteem in which
he was held by his ccntemperaries, and the faet that there are nc known
descendents able and willing te assume the responsibility for its rose
toraticn and maintenance; :

submit tc¢ the early and faverable ccnsideration of THE HISZORIC SITH
CCMMISSION the question of their assuming cn-public grcunds the duby of
the ropair and up-keep of this, the cldest monument in the City, tegether
with the Tomb, the surrcunding wall, and the appreach therete, tcjtha

end that this im crtant memcrial be rreserved and madc aceessible te

visitors and the implied reprcach of neglect and indifference be forever
re moveds /

REREFPORE BE IT RESOLVED that the St James Literary Sceiety roapo:ézﬁily

Certidied tc be a cerres. abstract of Minuﬁiﬁﬂ‘

The Hisicerie Sites Commissicn, ' TR
¢/c Vicior Morin, LLyDsy HeFe |
87 6t James Street, 1A
Montreals : V“ﬁ
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F.W-T.

594 PINE AVENUE wW,,
MONTREAL.

Twenty-first
February
1923

My dear Mr. Baylis,

I had some faint hope that I
might give myself the pleasure of hearing
your address last night, but my plans were
frustrated through the arrival in town of
a friend unexpectedly. '

Please accept wy congratulations
on your wost interesting and illuminating
address, which I sincerely hope will awaken
interest in a matter that should e of inm-
portance to all lMontrealers.

If you publish or have a typewrit-
ten copy of your MS, perhaps you would let
me have it for wmy recordse.

Yours sincerely,

.

Samuel M. Baylis, Esq.,
808 University Street,
Montreale.
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S.M.Baylis, Esq.,
808 University Street,
Montreal, Quebec.

My desr Sir;-

I would much appreciate it if you could let
me have the reading of your paper on Simon MeTavish which
you read evening of 20th inst before St. James Literary

Societye.




Montreal, Pebruary 23, 1623,

John A.Chisliclm Esq,.,
Barrister, Solicitor, &c.,
Cornwall, Ont.

Dear Sirie

Apart frcm the marked approval of the audience. I have been
gratified at the words of appreciation coming to me by letteri,telephone,
werd of mouth; and in today's editorial in the Gazette, of my/jittle
paper on Simon McTavishe The Report, while good as far as it goes, was
necessarily brief, and said nothing of the slides, which, with the doc=
umenis, were the ehief feature of what interecst uhere was in the papers

I have pleasure in sending you under ancther cever the duylicate MS
with prints of the slides for your reading and early return, as there are
a number ofcthers whe have asked for the same privilege. If you knew of

anything mere than what I have dug up from quite unknown sources, I will
be glad if you will let me have ite

Very truly yours,

, , ! \m
H M |4 M|
CERTIFICATE OF POST OFFICE REGISTRATION

408 ' /

Postmaster.

This certificate should be kept and submitted in case it
shou.d become necessary to make enquiry for the registered

articl

ki he Post Office keeps a complete record of the refstemd
artiele; but the sender, should he desire to doso, might write
the name of the person to whom the regutarod article is
addressed on the back hereof as a further means of identifi-
cation with records of his own.

50B.—1,000,000-20-1-22.
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Samuel M. Baylis, E=q.,
808 University Street,
Montreal, Quebec.

My dear 3ir,- - Simon McTavisgh -

It was very kind indeed of you %o write me 23rd inst.
in reply to mine of 22nd inst. and send me your paper on
Simon McTavish with the photographic slides. I have these
from you this morning, and will take the best care of them
and return them to you at an early date. AS yet I have had
no chance to look over your paper but hope to do so tomorrows.

Like many others who wish to know gomething of the history
of Canada, particularly of our North-Weet and British Columbia,
I have for years - ever since I was a child, in faet - been
interested in trying to learn more and more of the old Nor'
Westers, those "Gray Wolves of the West". I had a special
concern in these as great grand uncles of mine, John lMcDonald
and Finnan McDonald "Big Finnan of the puffalo" and other
relatives were of more or less prominence in the o0ld North-
West Company. This John McDonald, according to Dr. Doughty
of our Dominion Archives, became one of the Counsellors to
the Governor of Ruperts Iand in 1822, the year after the North-
West Company emalgamated with Hudsons Bay Company. Finnan,
his younger brother was clerk under David Thompson and crossed
through Hawse Pass over into what is now Windermere Valley and
down into the Kootenay country in 1807 where he remained until
the fall of 1826.

gimon Fraser, of Fraser River fame, died, as you know, in
1862, and is buried at 3t. Andrews Cemetery just six miles
north from here. John McDonald of Garth, "Bras Groche" retir-
ed from North-West Company in 1816, settled permenently at
Greys Creek on the S5t. Lawrence River four miles east of here,
where he died in 1860. JIt was through the late Simon MeTavish,
of whom you have written, that John MeDopald of Garth entered
the employ of North-West Company. This would be in the early
part of 1791. I have a typewritten copy of the sutobiography
of Wohn McDonald of Garth which has been compared with the
photostat in our Dominion Arehives of the original. MNr. de
lery Macdonald, 34 St. Matthews Street, Montreesl, is a grand-
son of John MeDonald of Garth.



Semuel M. Baylis, Esq. -2- Feby. 24th,1923.

The late George H. MeGillivary of Williamstown, Glengarry
County, was a grand nephew of Simon McTavish.

Mr. T.Ce Elliott of Walla Walla, Washington, is preparing
data for a Life of Finnan McDonald. I am endeavouring, when time
permits, to assist him in getting facts concerning Pinnan's life
before he entered the employ of the North-West Company, which he
did in 1804.

However, I must not take up too much of your time. I

know I will greatly emjoy yomr paper 2nd as I say will retwrn
it to you at an early date. ///;?r

Yours very truly,

Ge



F.W-T,

594 PINE AVENUE W,,
MONTREAL.

Twenty—sixth
February
1923

My dear Mr. Baylis,

Unless someone takes the McTavish
matter in hand, nothing will be done. Why
don't you look about and get a couple of pub-
lic-spirited Montrealers like yourself to
take the initiative. Colonel Herbert iolson
is the most likely name that occurs 10 me.
With your assistance, he could raise funds for
such a laudable purpose better than anyone I
Xnow.

Robert White, the editor of THE GAZ-
ETTE, would surely assist through the medium
of his paper; also Lord Atholstan, on his re-
turn. I can't offer you my services. My time
is not my own, I am hard driven. The matter
should not be allowed to drop. I hope you will
go to 1it.

Yours sincerely,

\
A Samuel M. Baylis’ ESQQ’

808 University Street,
Montreale
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Samuel M. Baylis, Esq.,
808 University Street,
Montreal, Quebec.

My dear gir,- - Your paper on 3imon MeTavish -

Following mine of 24th inst. - @

I herewith return this essay with the 24 photographic
slides. I assure you I much appreciate your courtesy
in letting me read this paper and permitting me a view
of these interesting photographs. I do not recall any
newly unearthed material concerning this man's career
or history. Abbe Dugas' "Partners of the North-West"
(in Prench) throws illuminating side lighte on the Nor!'
Testers recruiting methods, &c., and, while not mention-
ing Simon McTaevish particularly, would give a pretty good
idea of how he and others like him conducted their opera-
tions from the Montresl end and in the vicinity.

His dream of being the founder of a Canadian Family
of McTavish completeély vanished less than 25 years after
his death. How the spirit of the Tentellcker must have
smiled at his efforts ¢ "The worldly hope men set their
hearts upon, &ec."

I am always on the look-out for correspondence to or
from the North-West with special reference to the years
1800-40. Private correspondence is what I prefer; the
formal reports are too stiff and stately.

I am writing William Briggs of Toronto for copy of
your "At the 8ign of the Beaver".

Again thanking you.

Yours very truly,

Ge
V.F. 55 "D"




Dear Sirie

e

i -'\\.
-/ \There are, of course, many sources where the story of the Nor-Westers

Montreal Pebruarv 20, 1023,

John A.Chisholm Esqe,
Barristerl Soliciteor &cee
Cornwall, On.e :

j I have your kind favors c¢f 24th and 26th instant and the
‘registered packet of MS and prints of slides came alcng with ycur laste
1 am glad to hear that the reading and sight of these gave you pleasurec.

‘and their amazing activities may be locked fore. This was, however, QUL

~ side of my special enquiry ccngerning the Zomb and Monument and I find
. nething in these published records dealing with McTavish himself beyond

.|

/) what led me to tersely characterize him as the "dcminating personality”
;/'" ; ¥

which he is shown to be.

T am interested in all you write of these old pioneers and have been
in touch with Mr De Lery MeDonald whe has much of interest pertaining to K
theme Dr Campbell's “"History" tells a lot about them and Rev John Beth=
une's "Diary", now in-ilhc Ontario Archives, might have more, Had I been
able tc examine ite Lhe Dominion Archives have jpractically nothing re-
lating te¢ McTavish himself. Mr McCord says he has scmeting whiech he will
lock up if time and health permit.. Hugh Taylor's papers would reveal
much of what I want to know if they cculd be got at in London, where they
probably are. Your neighbor, Mr F.D.McLennan, wrote me last November
telling some of the story of Williamstown and its old settlers, and sent
a copy of the interesting booklet relating tc the Cenitenary of St Andrews
Chureh for the Chateau de Ramezaye

At last reperts, the market Bad been cleared of "Beavers", but as I
have a few skins left of the bundle sent me by way ef profit (?) on the
venture, I ¢an let you have cne at the queted price (81 post paid) shouldy
vou fail elsewhere. I have also a few of the 0,P. "Camp & Lamp", 2nd
edition in paper @ 75e¢, practically the same as the lst, but lacking the
autcograph, which can be supplied in both cases, if you care for ite

Very truly yours,

/

Y&MJ& ('éuw\w'\



| SAMUEL M. BAYLIS;

{ - 808 University Street o
TeLepHonE Up, 2082

MONTREAL

Meontreal, March 1lst, 1823,

AW.Reid{ayler Esq.,

¢/o Service des Aeréditég,
Or8dit L'Yennais,

Paris, Prance. ‘
SIMON MC TAVISH TOMB AND MONUMENT

Dear Mr Reid-Taylorie : ;
WE - I nad heped to hearcfurther from you in this matter,
but have ncthing sinee my leng letter of October 20/22 replying to yours
of Oct 1/22., Meanwhile, I have read my little paper and enclese Gazettie
- peport, which is good as far as it goes, but is incomplete and says no-
ithing ef the 24 interesting pictures and the important documents. The
‘paper backed me up in an editorial next day in commending me for bringe
ing the matter tc public attentionm on ihe lines ef the Resclutien, copy
@f which I enclcses e
' I am still in the dark concerning much of impertance which your fam=
A ily papers might disclose = care and yp-keep and by whomj ccovering the
. Temb; number and names of persons buried there &c, especially whether
' Judge and Mrs Reid were among them, as Mr D. Ross MeCord also seems to
thinhe He says he has a lot abeut the matter and premises to o0k it
up for me if time and healtly permite.
The Cemetery people tell me that. there are no reccrds of the inter-
ment. of the bodies of Judge and Mrs Reid in either of their cemeteries.
‘ Mrs Reid, in her tesvimeny in the Caton-Allan Case, 1861, says that hLer
/4|, uncle (Simon), her brether (Runcan), and a nephew (?) are buried in the
: \QQAL' Pomb but does not mention her husbande The builder-of the wall says
. %M“;;ngﬁthat there are 3 others, unnamed, but ke, too, does not mention Judge
1o Reid, and of course Mrs Reid died latere On whai do you base your opine
N icn as tc their burial therc and have you any pesitive evidence of this?
A Since writing you, I accidentally discevered evidenge of the death
and burial of all the MeTavish children in England. I got the certifi-
cates of burial, pictures of the monumentihere erected and the inscripe
tions thereon, with views of the Chureh at Chiswiek, all of which you
might be interested in secing and hearing abeut when in Londen. The
Verger, F.Horne, would, I think, willingly show and tell you everything.
I shall be glad to hear from veu cn the special point raised and
generally in any way in whieh you c¢an throw 1light on the matter, It
might help if you, as one specially interested, would write to the
| Gazette urging action and offering to eco=operates

y ; :
| —/‘gté&;&ibaw'QA&,iFqu,bu4«14 hure
: ﬁm}vuAbLJL v:&bvt@un i ' b A
WﬁALknvwdﬁh*AAvu v kel afquL(‘? | \QXMQX\\R ngu§ﬂ
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Very truly yours,

S,
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Samuel M.Baylis,Esq.,
808 Univeorsity 8treet,
Montresl, JQuebec.

My dear Sir;-

Yours of 28th ult came here 1st inst. I
have been out of Town and see if for the first time to-
day [ : = i

Bxpress Order for $1.75 is herewith for which
plezse send me one copy of your, "Camp & Lemp", and, "At
‘the Sign of the Beaver®™. 7illiam Briggs the publisher of
Toronto, wrote me that the, "Beaver" was out of prinds 1
certainly would like to get these books autographed, as once
I cet them they will not be for sale.

Qur watual friend Mr. Farquar D.licLennan of
Gornwall has a large fund of accurate information concerning
the history of Williamstown in Glengarry County; in fact,
there is no one in Glengarry County now who has the sane
data he has. If he could be induced to write something
about it, it would be of value, even if he put it in the
shape of notes only.

I have just had another very interesting letter
from Mr. T.C.21lliott of 7alla ¥§alla, Jasnhington in reference
to Big Finnan MeDonald, "Big Finnan of the Buffalo". 3

Yours veyy truly,

5471’ Encl. i
- V.F 357"
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S«M.Baylis, E=q.,
808 Univezxsity Street,
Montreal, Quebhec.

Ky dear 3ir;-

] Referring to mine of 3rd inst to you I this
morning have from you,"At the Sign of the Beaver"™ and, "Camp
& Lamp" with many thanks.

If you should happen to come across or hear of

/ any unpublished correspondence to or from Nor' Vesters between
) 1800-40 I would apprecinte it if you would let me know where
’ I could see it. /

Yours










SIR WILLIAM SCHOOLING K. B, E. M

14, BROOK GREEN, W. 6.

HAMMERSMITH 238. QM

13the. March 1923.

Dear Mr, Baylis,
o
I have sedn in a Montreal "Gazette"
a short account of your address on Simon McTavish.
If it happens that you havdq a fuller report of
your lecture I should be graatly obliged if you

would kindly send it to me. It may be that it

SeM.Baylis Esq.,
808 University Street,
Montreal.

e b [
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JOHN M. M. DUFF I =
64 Drummond Street /
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Mentreal, March 14, 1923,

JeMo Mo Duff Esqe 9
64 Drummeond Street,
CITY.
IN RE SIMON MC TAVISH
Dear Siri= .
I have yours of 13th and am pleased that my effort to awaken
public interest in this matter should have so aprealed to yeou.

I trust that cther 1nf1uent1a1§ﬂ%§“be led to follow your and Mr Perry's
example in stirring up an indifferent public through more letiers to the
Gazette, which has shown itself sympathetie, and much of this preliminary
'ayadgowork' needs tc be done before any public mecting can be usefully
ealle "

It is net clear to me that I should take the initiative, as you and
others have suggested, nor do I see what more good can be accomplished
just now than arousing a casual inteérest and gathering a few dollars in
a hat collectione If when the time is ripe and a meeting were called and
i were invited to repeat my story and show the slides, this might help
and I would gladly responde

I have dcne my share in laber and expense of about $100 digging up the
unknown data and if say 10 influential and capable citizens were quietly
tc subseribe $100 apicee for a Restoration Fund and give the jeb to a man
1like Wm Perry tc boss it, there is no one tc object and I am told that the
Law supports such action on technical grounds, as you may, perhaps, dis-
cover. This would imply the later co-operaticn of the City in assuming

. .eare and oversisght by the Park Committee, whic they dc not now doe

The grounds of the objection of your friend te the City spending money
to preserve Lhe memory of an eminent British merchant are as obvious as
vhe agvion in diveriing public property tc Lhe memory of others in making
the "Patriots' Square®.

The matter is now before THE HISTORIC SITES COMMISSION and if they do

- their manifest duty there may be no need for further intervention,except

to stir them up to action. Failing this, there is every reasch why the
City should take it up, ccnsidering that part of the Plet and its appur-
tenances are in quasi-possession of the City and the reserved "Road" leade
ing up to it wholly and, sc far as shwwn, unwarrantably in its actual use,
ceccupaticn, and apparent ownership, although registered in private owner
shipe

If you want a little amusement, al DO exponsg, possibly an acticn for
injunction, restitution, and fencing the cld *Road® by the Allan wall,
might result as favorably as in the Caton vs Allan-Case, No 385, 1861,
the result of which ean be seen in the Allan boundaries, and the record
in the Arehives. This would bring the beil tc a head in short order!

Yours truly,

i wﬁq\vyy



JOHN M. M. DUFF
64 Drammond Street
MONTL . ZAL, CANADA
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Meontreal April 10, 1923,

AV, Reid"TﬂYJ.O!' Esce ’

¢/o Service des Aerédités,
Credit L'Yonnais,

Paris, Prancece

Dear Mr Reid-Taylor:-

I have your letters of March 20 & 22. Plcase
refer to mine of October 20/22 & March 1/23 sc that repetiticn may
be cbviateds If, as I take it, you see the Gazette regularly, you wi
will know what has appeared, including the interview with Wm Perry,
aged 86, of the old Perry family of machinistis, whe became keenly
interesteds He told me that as a boy he went up with his father,whe
was ordered to repair the lock of the Tomb, and actually went inside
and saw the ceffins ~he thinks perhaps 6 = which agrees with the tes-
timeny of Mrs Reid and the builder, Atkinson, in the Allan Case. It
is of course pessible, if not quite probable, that beth Judge and
Mrs Reid's bodies lie there, but prcof must be locked for in Hugh
Taylor's papers, perhaps the Reid ls, or elsewhere.

Let me first correci you concerning the Hespital Winge. This was
built by Mrs Reid in memory of her husband as stated on the Mural
LTablete Then as to the ownership of the Burial Plot whiech, although
still registered in the name of "Widow of John MeTavish", is prac-
tically "no man's land™, cannet be sold, nor taxed, and- has always
been reserved in the various deeds of sale. Althcugh Hugh Taylor
was at one time registered as owner of the badek of land on whigch
the Royal Vietoria Hospital stands, and probably acquired by pure
chase the properties in the districts named by you when they were
mestly open fields = in ong of which our mutual friend George COuvie-
lier tells me you are interested = he did not inherit by Will any-
thiing from Simon, or his legatee, John, consequently did not sell
the Allan property, much less give it to old Hugh, whe teok title
as shown in the record. The Action tc demolish the wall was not
taken by Hugh Taylor but by the widew of John MeTavish, althcugh
Taylor was an important witness.. His interest in the plot was sen=
timental. semi=official as Exccutor of John's Estate, but sg\mingly
very rcal, as it appears that it was he who ordered the Tomb covered
up te preserve it when he finally left Canada for England. Since
then nothing seems Lo to have been done tc care for it, and altheugh
urged by some prominent pecple te push the matter further, I feel
7 thik is not my business. The title is as I say, and Mr Duff is LS
prohably wrong in saying thaet it is vested in the ¢rown, but hey [\ .

4

" . like vereyone clse, is only desirous of seching the Plot fixed up '

Vand taken care of, preferably and preperly by thoae. like yourselt.\b
yho are sc intimately concerned in the matters Heira of Emily Cato

|
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A.VWieReid=Taylor (2)

universal legatee of her husband, John M¢Tavish, may be eliminated
as whelly indiferent, even if they could be tracede The publie

can only step in under proper sanction as occasion may warrante The
- Sites Commission might even want to know whe would pay the bilks

for repairs to a private monument, and why living relatives of those
buried there did not do ite

I cannot think that if I were concerned in the matteras c¢losely
as your family are, even merely in a sentimental wayy,, I should s¢
long have hesitated as te what would be my duty and pleasure in
the matter.

May I respectfully suggest that the matter of repair and restore
ation of the Plot iz now the direet respensibility of yourself, your
aunt and cousins here, and your "Uncle Herbert™, failing any more
of the Reid, McGillivray, Taylor, or McTavish families who c¢ould be
traced by you and indueced tc help? :

As the cost now te build up the fallen corner of the wall, ®point®
the whole of it and the Monument, re-cut the Inscription, and elean -
up the Plot, should not be great, I suggest that you instruet The
Royal Trust, your agents here, to get this much done at onece - say
under the supervision of such a capable man as Mr Perry who would
de it sympathetically and well, perhaps whelly as "a laber of love"s
leaving the matter of ungovering the Tomb for later considerations
The opening of the Tomb would a?terd the best possible proofef what
and whe are inside, and no one will dispute your action or question
your right tc de thise A Trust Fund might be c¢reated by dcnatiocn
or beguest of those of your family still living for perpetual care
and up-keecpe

If if were made known that all this were being dene -by those who
folt it incumbent upon them witheut ealling upon the publie for aid,
the news would be well receiwd, all reproach removed, and I should
feel that any trouble and expense I have incurred to get at the
facts and make them known were well repaide

I close this as I began my first letter with the espression of
regret that we did not meet sc that details might have been gone into
which must necessarily be omitted in writing letters.

Why not take a run over here this Spring for this express pur=
pose, if there is nc other business or pleasure calling you?

Very truly yours,
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VICTOR MFTIN: LL.D., M.S.R.C. PRESIDENT
AEGIDIUS } UTEUX. M,S,R.C.  VICE-PRESIDENT
NAP. BRISEBOIS. SECRETAIRE
MONTARVILLE B. pE LA BRUERE, TRESORIER
R.-Z BAULNE. BIBLIOTHECAIRE
E.-Z MASSICOTTE CONSEILLER

CASIMIR. HEBERT.
A. BEAUGRAND-CHAMPAGNE,
EMILE MILLER.

COLLEGE HERALDIQUE

VICTOR MORIN,
EMILE MILLER.

PRESIDENT

SECRETAIRE
ComITE pu DICTIONNAIRE HISTORIQUE .

AEGIDIUS FAUTEUX, PRESIDENT

J.-C.-0. BERTRAND. SECRETAIRE

REUNIONS DE LA SOCIETE

LE DERNIER MERCREDI DU MOIS, A 8 HEURES DU SOIR

SOCIETE HISTORIQUE DE MONTREAL

-Sitge-Soeial-BIBLIOTHEQUE-SANT-8BLPICE
IR ROESATNDENS
Dffice of the President,
97 8t.James St, Montreal,

Montreal ,April 14th 1923.

S.M.Baylis,Esquire,
808 Upiversity Street,
Montreal.

Dear Mr Baylis:

The question of properly looking after the
McTgvish monument ,has been placed before the commission of His-
toricel Monuments to-day, and we have decided to ask you to look
into the question and make a report to the commission suggesting
what shougd be done and the probable cost of the work,as well
as what steps could be taken in order to place this monument
under proper custody for the future.

The Historical Monuments commission has no
large credit at its disposal and it is needless to say that
whatever you would suggest should be done on the most economie
lines. .

Hoping you will be willing to teke good
interest in the matter,I beg to remain,

Yours very truly,

V.M./A.R, %
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-~ ALL AGREEMENTS MADE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, FIRES, ACCIDENTS, OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL
ALL TENDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE WITHIN 20 DAYS.

- Sl €. G. MORRISON
K.D.CHURCH D.W.ROSS JR. EREARWHAS-

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SEC. TREAS.
CunecH Ross CoOMPANY
INFORCED CONCRETE $@a@ﬁ H y ) @/’ﬁ‘P
..;:I.R?.aFT:PNNGSTRUCT|ON S ST SN S el o e e
FIRE'PRGGF PaRTITIONS GENERAL CONTRACTORS e Lo s b
805 NEW BIRKS BUILDING MONTREAL

10 CATHCART ST.

April 20th, 1923.

S. M. Baylis, Esq.
808 University Street,
Montreal.
Dear Sir:-

Re restoring and cleaning up the McTeavish
plot at head of Peel Street here, and putting same in a
satisfactory condition, as follows:-

South-west corner of stone wall to be taken down and
rebuilt.

North-east corner of stone wall to be rebuilt and east
wall to be pointed.

Pront wall to be pointed.

West wall, the loose portion of this wall to be taken
down and rebuilt and the whole to be pointed.

The east, south and west wall to have concrete coping
to replace present wood coping which is rotten and in a very
dilepitated condition.

The hHorth wall is used by the city as & retaining wall
end they should do the necessary repeirs and concrete coping
required for this portion.

To point and repair monument and if necessary to put a
steel band around base of cap, to recut the letters on the
monument.

Po clean the lot of dead trees and debris and level the
earth and stone.

To erect wire fence with gate from end of well of
adjoining property to the south west corner of lot.

Paint and repair present iron door.

We estimatg the work as above would cost about
Fifteen Hundred Dollers (31500.00).
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TELEPHONE Up 1234

Qe April 20th, 1923.

In our opinion this is the least amount of work
that should be done to satisfectorily restore the site.
However, we would undertake to do any work required &t
cost price to us.

Yours truly,

CHURCH E;EE/COMPANY LIMITED.

President.

e
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K.D.CHURCH D.W.ROSS JR. EBGAR WHLS

e e GHURCH ROSS GOMPARY LIMITED
.TAL LATHING
Fine PROGH PaRTITIONS GENERAL CONTRACTORS Thicpions-oe 8s
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April 20th, 1923.

S. ¥. Baylis, Esq.
808 University Street,
Hontreal.
Dear Sir:-

Re restoring end cleaning up the lcTavish
plot &t head of Peel Street here, and putting same in &
gsatisfactory condition, as follows:-

South-west corner of stone wall to be taken down and
rebuilt. S

Horth-east corner of stone wall to be recbuilt and east
wall to be pointed.

Pront wall to be pointed.

West wall, the loose portion of this wal! to be taken
down and rebuilt and the whole to be pointed.

The east, south and west wall to have concrete coping
to replace present wood coping which is rotten and in & very
dilepitated conditior.

The worth wall is used by the city as a retaining wall
end they should do the necessary repeirs and concrete coping
required for this portion.

To point and repeir monument snd if necessary to put a
gsteel band around base of cap, to recut the letters on the
monument.

To clean the lot of dead trees and debris and level the
eurth aad stone.

To ercet wire fence with gete from end of well of
adjoining property to the south west corner of lot.

Paint and repair present iron door.

e estimate the work as sbove would cost about
Fifteen Hundred Nollars (21500.00).
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his is the lesst amount of work
ctorily restore the site.
work required &t

In our opinion %
that should be done to gsatisf:
However, we would nndertaske to do any

cost price to us.
Yours truly,

CHURCH ROSS COMPANY LIMITED.

LD i

President.
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' SAVUEL M. BAYLIS,

" 808 University Street
TELEPHONE UP. 2082

MONTREAL

Montreal, April 23, 1923,

Vietor Morin, LL,D., FeReBeCay NoPo
- Historie Sites Commissicn,
Mentreals -
IN RE MC TAVISH TOM3 AND MONUMENT

Dear Docteor Morinie

I was plvased tc learn from your letter of 14th that
the Sites Commission were censidering the question of the resteration
and preserva.ion ¢f this historic sites

On Friday last, thc 20thy I went up tc the Plet with cur old and xak
valued friend, Mr Wn Perry, who brought along Mr K.D.Chureh, President
of the large centracting firm of Chureh, Ross & Go, both of whom are
keenly interested in the matter which now appeals tc Sc many peoples

We went all over and about the place and Mr Church gave 4t a thore
ough examinations I regret tc report that we found it in a terrible
state of decay and negleet, calling fer a re-building ef the wall inm
many plaees; "peinting™ the whole of it and capping it with a conerete
coping aleng its entire length; re-adjusting the stones ef the meonument
and peinting all the jeints; re-cutting the defased inscription; cleamk
ing up the plet within and without; and fencing the reserved "approach"
te ccnplete the semiwcircle in front in continuation ef the beundary
between the Allan preperty and the Park as ad-judged in the Caton vs
Allan Cas- 18680.69, Both Mr Perry and Mr Chaweh will give their servige
es 1in supervision without charge, and Mr Church would merely ask the
cutlay incurred by Lis firm which he figures would be arocund $1500 to
make a goody complete and permanent jobs -

As I told you, however, I have been feor some time in toueh with Mr
Algernon Reid=~Taylor, foimerly of tlLis ciiy, bui mew living in Paris,
Frances He is the grandson of Hugh Tayler, an impertant citizen of
Mentreal and prominent in its affairs in the 40s tc the 70s when he ket
left for England and later died there, leaving mueh precperty heres The
Taylers did not inherit anything by will from old Simon, or his legatee
nephew, Jechn McTavish, but had, and his family should still have, a
keen sentimental interest by reascn of the alleged fact that the bedies
of their relativeses Hon Judge Reid, who died in 1848, and his wife,
Elizabeth McGillivray, neice of Simen MecTavish, who built the western
wing of the General Hespital te the memery of her husband, and died in
1666, are buried there, along with several cthers previcusly interred
in the Vaulte. This Vault or Tomb, shown in the old views, is now com
pletely covered up by a meund er “eairn™ ¢f stones and earth, said to



Victor Morin (2)

have been done by order ¢f Hugh Taylet s (Bxecutor of John MeTavish)
prior teo his leaving for England te prevent it being breken into.

I am hoping that my last Retter of April 10 will so stir up Mr
Reid-taylor's slumbering interest that he will take active steps on his
own behalf and that ef Lis family connections here and in Great Brite
ain which will result in the matter being attended te by those, as I
wrote him, whose duty and pleasure it should be without public intere
vention or aide

I expect te hear from him in a couple of weeks or 80y and if, as I
hope, the family will take bheld and push the matter to a satisfactory
conclusion, I will let you know; but failing this, your Commission
may, perhaps, then step in in the public intereste

Faithfully yours,




SIR WILLIAM SCHOOLING K. B. E.

14, BROOK GREEN,W. 6.

HAMMERSMITH 1238.

27the. April 1923,

Dear Mr. Baylis,

I ought to have written
long before now to thank you for your
letter.

If by any chance you
have any additional matter that would be
of use to me, perhaps you could let
Miss E. Haddow (McGill University Library,)
have it at an early date. She is leaving
for England about the 20th. May and coming
over to work with me for about a year.
She knows a good deal about the work I am
doing, and could bring me anything that you
give her.

Yours sincerecly,

S.M.Baylis Esq.,

808 University Street
W'M, \0\1 ? Mon treal, .
W 4 wHT wXC Mt

D waddon b e
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BRITISH CONSULATE
BALTIMORE

14th May, i9g3.
Ref. No. 204/23.

. Dear Sir, |
% Your letter of the 9th imstant addrecsed to the City
Gleﬁk, 3éltimara, has been forwarded o me by the Chief Inspector
of the Baltimore Police Department.
§ '1 am informed that s eertain Carroll MeTavish, who is

believe&,tn have been the sgon of 30&& MoeTavigh, had issue bv his
wife, Ellen Gilmor McTavish, « con named Frank ¥eTavish who married
and had issue: ' ‘

slive, his sodrese pbelng c/o "arizona Daily

Star®, Tucson, Arizons; and

(ii) & dalghter, anits eTavieh who married
first George Elder, by whom she head & son,
Carroil MeTavish Elder, now living, aged

‘sbout 21. The name of her second husband
is not koown to me. &he is now dead.

>< (1) @& son Richard Caton McTavish, who is still

I do not know whether Mr. Richard Caton McTavish would be
able Lo furmish any information sbout his family, but it might be
worth while communicatimg with him.

I em, Yours f&ith}ully,
(Sgd)} HUGH ALEX. PURD,

H.B.K. Canaul.‘

r. Colin Campbell,
14 8t. John Street,
dontreal,
Canada.
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SA‘AUEL M. BAYLIS,
508 University Street

TeLepHONE UP. 2082
MONTR EAL

: Montreal, Sept 14, 162
AeMlls Reid=Taylor Esqu T ' T
Sy

Services des Aerfdit
Cr8dit L'Yonnais,
Paris, Prances
IN RE MC EAV(SH TOMB AND MONUMENT
Dear Mr Reid-Tayloi:-

I have just returned from the seaside where I hawe
been all summer with my family and on taking up my files I find to my
regret that I have nothing from you since yours eof April 7, whieh
‘eressed my long letter of 10th April.

I have been in teuch with the Historic Sites Commission who have the _
matter on their agenda and are keenly interested in secing scmething
done, but lacking legislative sanction, they naturally REEX hesitate
in taking the initiative, especially as they feel that there are some
persons whe might either ebjeet to unauthorized intervention, or are
remiss in their duty in themselves attending to the matters

I went up to the plet in June with Mr Perry and one of cur large
contractors who are both sympathetic and very desirous of seeing scmew
thing being dene; and we all agreed that if it were not donhe scon the
cost would be greater, if, indeed, the stability of. the whole construce
tion were not seriously impaired by further delaye

The contractors, whe do not wish tc make a profit, estimate that
$1500 would put the whole wall, monument and plet in a cendition of
full permanent repair if donc at once, and I sheoftld be glad teo know
that your pecple weuld undertakﬁpggeir responsibility and remcve the
reproach whieh refleets not only” private individuals but the public at
large, whese hands are, in a measure, tiede

As I suggested, a Trust Fund could be establishe] for perpetual care
or, if the place were put in proper shape, and it were sc desired and
autherized, the Commission would, I think, take it under their care
for all tine. and I shall be glad te hear that you and ycur family
are now going to take the matter in hand and put it throughe

I regretted teo notise the death of yourAunt, Miss Taylor, in June
last, and recall the kindly reception she gave me and the interest she
teck in my researchess

Locking tc hear from you shertly, or, better still, tc have an op=
portunity of meeting you here if you are coming over this Fally

o~

I remain,

very truly ycurs,

%(\\K(k\ L 4\:&{& |
/
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