SLMON MC ¥aAViSH:
MERCHABT, FUR~TEADER, ADVEBSURER-URAFRALD

"ohe Hunter Home to the Hilll®

; X

in an oat-of-the-way corper on the slopes of Mount Hoyal Fark,inm
the Gity of Mosntreal,in the angle formed by the boundaries of'iavens-
erag” and the High Level seservoir,the curious visitor,straying from
the beaten path,will discover a crombling-walled enclosure with rusted
iron gateway giving directly on to a flight of ruined stone steps lead-
ing ap to s mound,or cairn,of bailte-up stoses filled in with earth,which
ie &1% that today exists of a stone vaalt,or tomd,of imposing design,
presumsbly erected as & family mausoleam,about the end of the 18th
 century, beneath which the remainfée of oimon Hesavish were sappos ed
to reete On & rooky eminence behind the vaalt,or "Toud",mey be seen a
gtately memorial pillar of cat stone,rising to a considerable height
beaxring an inseription which time anﬁ the weather have almost defaced,
garrounded by an iron railing,sll ae originally erectcd,though in a
etate of groat aisrepalr. ?oriars,anm;at,ahen&oneé,ﬂm’g like an old
ghoeinto an unswept comer,this derelicet 0f the forgottea past is at
once a stimules and & reproach.

Little beyond the foregoing bare outline was generallf knowmn,even
to the usually well-infomed,vwhile others knew and cared less. The
lack of reliable data was sppalling and the mase of legend and gyth
xag overwhelming. The task of getting at the faete,which the wriler
bas been @t sowe palne to do,bus been no light one,esd the resedl,
sapported by the pictures and documentary evidence segured,and now
published for the firet time,is here submitied.

PHE YOUUBG ADVENIURER

This little sketch ie in no sense a complete biography,still lees
& comprehensive history of the mun or his time,butl merely sime to
resent mpses, open up vistas,by and through which this out-standing
perconality may be viewed ,more particularly respecting his activities,
death and burisl in the land of his adoption. It may,therefore, bs
safficient to say that he was born in Scotlsnd in 17560,and that,follow-
ing the "hiving-off" traditions of the home-land and s{celaing to the
age - 0ld compelling wge,and the vislons of fortune,standing and fame
%0 be won,which has over impelled forbeare and compeers to seek and
win theee in new and ampler fieldis, he ceme in esarly youth to Camada
where he secured all these in full measure. i



TEE LUHE OF TH® GULDER WESZ

Thie it ie that Yas ever tempted the fate-defying "adventurer in
setting for th",from “olumbus end Jacques vartier, Champlain and Kai-
gonneuve, "The Gentlemem' Adventurers Irading into Hudson's Hay",down
to the pimer in hig "prairie schoomer”, laden with houschold goods
and children, the lone settler with strong right arm and keen-edged axe
his sole aapita..l, the thronging “for ty-niner” and the solitary “"sour=-

- dough”. Fame of fur,gold or grain,travel or trade, whatever be the
megnet,they come to conguer,they remain to conserve - the indivicaal
progpers, the community tﬁriva, the nation ie establighed.

HOB?HZAL AT THE CIOSE OF THT 18th CENTUKY

The story of Montreal,from its romantic founding to 1ts latest amaszing
development,is one of the most etiring in ell history, It has been so
often,well and fully told,in French ani Englieh, thet 1t wouald be imper-
tinent for the tyro. to "rush in" whore the veteran hne 80 firmly trod.
"geantiful for situation,the joy of the whole earth",it might well
have secmed,even at the fime when the young Scoteman firet trod its
narrow,unlighted streets flanked by ite sione-walled, lron -shattered
tin-roofed houses ~ some which have escaped the pick and shovel of the
modern "improver" being yet standing - snuggling within the narrow
limits of the cruombling walls, for the removal of which legislation
had been passed to be cerrled out & few years laters. Ihe town wae
comprised within the walled area bounded by the present EeGlill Street,
the idwer,Place Viger Stution,and Fortification Lane. 1t conluined a
population "estimatedaty a&a&% 20007, ans projects were afoot Lo proocare
& sapply of water to be distribduted through a syetem of wooden pipes
and to light the town with street lamps. 4 few bulldings stood without
the walls to the north,and were scattered slong the roade leading in
various directions though open couniry andi fare lande,ne may be neen
iu She views precealeds If 3ts iater magnificence as sgen by the :
wae pot then apparent,it might still be said of the embryo city that

"She stands in her beauty fair betuween
The Royal Hount and the Liver below".

TRADE A4D COMMERCE

Rewspapers had been and were being established and the value of ade-
vertising wes early spprecisted by business men,as their columns shew.
Trade flouricshed under the stimulas of frequent shipments of Ashes,pot
and pearl; Brandy; Balter; Cheese; Coffee; Coal; Fish; Ginj lrong
Lumber; Lesther; l0lasses; Pork; hum; Selt; Jobacco; Zea; Wines) vhich
seemed to have been the principal imporis worthy of mention in the
gurrent price listis advertised. followlng the establishment of the
Eaglish Reglime,commerce was largely controlled by the 1iitle goterie
of Eritish Uerchants who were the precursers and founders of Hoantreal's
commercial supremacy,as a list of names culled from the records will
show, many of the bearers becoming famous se expglorerse and discoverers,
ufsri from their setivities in thelr own sffairsy 5ir slexander Macken-
zie, Alex Benry, Simon Fraser, Uuthbert Grant, Joseph and 3Jen jamin
fraﬁmher, Simon Felavieh, Hom. Johs Porsyth, John nichardson, Javes
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MoGill, John Gregory, William and Duncan MeGillivray, beniah Gibb,
Hon. John Ea}sm,k};ﬁ Young, Puncan Figher, ao&eriak'&«aakemh,

isaac Todd, John Hevord.
THZ PUR TRADE S

Zhe romantic story of the founding and operations of the Hud-
gon's Bay Company is covered in the pages of generel and speeial
historians,and will be more fully treated in the forthcoming monu-
mental work whioh S5ir William Schooling has been officially commise
gioned to andertake. Its absolute,rigorus,and intolersnt sway only
the moet venturesome,resourceful and intrepid would dare dispute,
Hence the inception by two of those 0ld mercheats, Simon MePavish
and his partner Joseph Frobvisher,vho formed the Rorth West Far
Company,may be sccepled as one of the most dering ventures in the
history of irade. How they induced associates to Join them, the :
peeuliar organization of the new Compsny and its conflicts with end
capturing trade from the old,the later merging into the L.Y.i. Co.,
the imtsrnal qmmla,mé,af%m* many years of phyeical and iegal
strife with,and final abscrotion by the Hudson's Bay Company, it is
inopportune hereupon to enter,except fansofar as,like 8ll the fore-
golang,it may be introductory {0 the more perconal aspects of the
story not forth in the original,unpublished documente herein eited,
coples of which are in the writer's possession.

HARRLAGE

Whethor 1t be due to lack of atirsctions in meldens of their
own race,dr the superior charme of la Belle vsnadienne of that day,
ihe fact 43 thst "mixeq merrimges”, il not Lhen seriousity discour-

¢d ‘were at least tolerated ila Chureh and home circles,and that
l'entente gordisle was early and solemuly establiched, ac may be
@een from Lhe following list copied from the records:

The Severend David Charbrand Delisle, Anglicanm,is said to hsve
been the [irst Protestont minister and,according to xev. Dr. Camp-
bell, performed the following marriages:

Simon Frase’and Genevieve Lefebvre 1770
John Porteous and Josette “argueville 1771
James “eUill and Charlotte Guillmin 1776
Josegh Frobischer and Charlotted obert 1799
Alex Henry and Harie iavoie 1784

"in 1791,8eve James Tunstall became assistant to Mr. Delisle
ani on the death of the latter he suceceded to the Zectorste with
4eve Philip Toosey se Curste.” It was probably under his ineumbancy
that the fdllowing marriafjes were celebrated: '

dimon MeTaviegh and Herguerite Vhabollles 1793
Roderick MaoXenzle and kachsl “heboilles 18056 - dave
¢ ir. Sommerville
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it will thae be seen that Sicon leTavish waes himeelf & notable
example of the Bonne Entente which he further emphasized by beguesta
in his will of FIVOU ¥o each of the Communities of the Grey Hune and
the Hotel ldeu. Hie Lsrriage “ontract, psesed befors Delislé Holary,
Oete 1 1793, shows him a8 & man in the prime of life, 43 years old,
marrying a French Canadisn girl less than hslf his age,a minor, reguir-
ing and receiving the full consent of her mother and relatives in
the sbeence of her father., adlthough no record of the ceremony can be
found in any of the irchives,it is alleged, with some probability,by
Hre John Horm,one of the "oldest inhabltanis” ,and an antiquarisn of
acte, ts have been performed on the day fallowing the slgning of the
Gontract "by Hev. ¥r. Tunstall, Lector of the isaglican Charch". lir.
#om further eites from correspondence which he has seen vherein the
writer esye of her that "she was one of the most beutiful women whom
he had ever met."™ The Family was a notable and wealthy one. Her sister,
Hachel,merried Roderick Wackenzie,as before noted; one Lrother,»ouis,
. was a swominent notery of the day,end snother Wrother was Curs de '
longueuile. The name and decent in direct male line is mr obably extinet,
bat many colleterals are belng traced and identified by lr. Z.i. las-
sigotte, froviaciai archivist,in the monograph which he has in hand.
‘ﬁeﬁ’aﬁnfz himself,as his portrait shews, vae & mean of handsume appear-
aace and lap.sing preesence,in fit keeping with the dominating person<
ality he is sald to have been,and which his handwri ting,shown in the '
seconpenying facsimile of one of his letters,would seem to substantiste.

ISBUE OF THF SAGKLAGE

“hile it 1s true that Slmon lelavish was a sabscriber %o the buil-
ding of &t Gabriel Chureh in 1792 and to the stipend of the new miniee
ter, and owned ome of the pews, ho also,mr obably for his wife's use,
rented & pew in the French Parish Church,butl his childrenm,illiem kary,
Ann, Simon,were all baptized in the Anglieso Church,sni an infeat
Zarguret, Arying only 3 dore old voy buried Sherefrom,ss ihe Gertalicn-
tes establlsh.

LEE HASS10B AT DER MOUNTA IR

Here we enter with the bosom of faet to sweep away the cobwebs of
ﬁctioa&nyth and legend £%ill attaching iu living memories to the so=-
called "Haunted House". The exact date of ite inception and erection -
‘probably scon after his marrisge - is uncertazin,but the main strueture,
which was never completely finished,was probably in situ at the owner's
death. 1t oceupied the platesu ~ now bounded by Feel Gtreet, Neiavish
Street,and Pine Aivenue,comewhat south of the lstter,and slightly near-
er E\fui «Streete 1t wae of the must imposing sppearance and dominated
the whole open country spread beneath,the view only brocken by the
"Country House" ,"Burnside” belonging to nis neighbor and associate
James lcGill,who bequesthed his "farm” to the University bearing his
namo, which stood at about the corner of the present Barnside street
and feGill College Avenue,where in its ruined condition it could have
been seen until recent yesrs when it was pulled dosn ¢ make room for
the bullding of the Jewish Synagopue and the residence of the late Janes
Baylis. There were only farm lands between this point and the distent



elty walle,ae may be seom from the accompanylog 111a3tration'aoyioé
from a rare print in the Chatesu de Hamezay. The 4 views of the
Xansion,more or lees authentic,the rocorded lmpressions of earlier
writers,sné the recollections of citizens still living,offer substan~
tisting testimony to its palatial charscter. Bel of some 120 feet
frontsge,including the domed wings,bailt of cut stone,plerced by three
rows g% windows - 100 in all, according to ¥r. Johm Dougall,who counted
them - with high-pitched roof covered with burnishel tin plates and
flanked by 4 tall brick chimneys,it mast,ae grobadly intended jhave
moved in the beholder feelinge of awe,if not envy,se he gazed in ad-
mirstion at this embodiment of weslth, power and splendor faecing and
everlooking the “ity below. However this may be,one seeme,in resding
between the formal lines of hig Will,to glean & hint of the o cud.
ouner's ‘ambition to found & Grest Family bearing his name and arme
@nd to worthily house it,but any such far-sighted plans wers braaght
to & sudden end through the w emature death of the would-be Over-lord
at the age of 54 years. 41l work on the kansion wee abruptly terminated
and the plsce rapidly fell into decay andé ultimete ruinp,everything
partable being carried off by thieves,until about the year 14859 the
ruined skeleton was,according to kr. Horn,purchagsed by dr. U.5. Good,
the stone being ased by him in the construction of his new house, .
"Braehead” ,immediately adjoining,and the tin of the 0ld roof em;ieye&
in covering hie ouk-buildings. 211 sorte of fuatastioe legenis had
become attached,as sach thines will,to the 014 ruin,ani stories of
ghoste,apparitions, uncarthly doses,even the tragic end of the late
owner withinm its walle were spread abroad and firmly belleved by the
credaloas folk of the {ime snd persist evea %o $this day. Zhere not
mede up out of whole cloth,thess tales of spiritual visitatlons na,z“
be accoanted for by the moonlight glinting om the bright tim roef,
gurgle of running water,or the too-ardent "epirits” aeeampaaxing‘%h&
trembling wayfarer pasaing by the lonely anfrequenied road neaxr which
the lste owper slept hie lset slgep.

DREATH 48D, BURIAL

The sieplakfaets respecting these are set farth in the Barial Certi-
ficate,signejae may be seen,by the licen sector and two french and
two Hanglieh %1ﬁnsaaea,friends of the deceased,and by the testimony of
8 contemporary witnees livimg at the time with the family,given by
her $0 Mr. P.i. Hurphy and got forth in an article by him in the
"Canadian Antiguarisn® of April 1892 and later repeated by LHeve J.De
Sorthwick inthis "History of dortreal and ite Stroets”,1897,to the
effect that Simon kioTevish,in his bed at the "Ferm House",situsted
a littie to the west of the Waansion,which he cccupied as a "sammer
residence”,on July 6 1804, from the effects of a cold coatraected in
the Spring while isepeecting the work on his new dwelling,the lady
adding,incidentally, that owing to the great distance which the mourn-
ers had to travel from the City in attending the funersl,lunch tables
were @pread on the grouads to furnish them with entertainment!

An evidence of the esteem in which Simon doTavish wass held by his
contamporaries,the fdlowing Obitusry Fotice from the Hontreal Gazette
of July 9 1604 will be reasd with interest:

DiED

_Un Fridsy last the 6th/instant, Simon Mclavish Zeq.,at his
vountry Seatl near the Mountaln - His talents and exor%iann
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had secured him fortune,which none deserved more nor could
aee bebtter than himself. He wae hospitable to sirangers,
befrieaded the poor,relieved the distressed,was a warm apnd
steady friend,and In every respect a sun of generous and
dignified charaseter.~ His spirit of enterprise distinguished
him beyond most mon,in which he persevered with a lasudable
zeal productive of advantage to himself and his counections,
and of great besefit to the Pablic.~ His death will be con-
gldered as & lose to Society,and will be long and such re-
gretted by his fmmily and frienmds.

7 1t mey be of further interest to hers insert an advertisecment whigh

appeared in the Gasetie of Hovember 26 1604 respe cting the necessary
adjustment of business matlers concerning the Partnership in which
the docensed was acsoclated: :

PHE MC TAVISE CI2Y HES1DENCE

Zven learned Antigaarians can be mistaken,and the legend of the
so-called "Iacrolx House” of 1650 attaching to this dwelling and
perpetuated in the Jabel aifizxed tu the painting of it in the HoCord
Huseum should now be revieed and amended. :

48 a matter of undoubled laet,the property,R3,85,87 5t Jean bapiiste
Street,wes sccupled by Simon Xgiavieh,firet as tenant thenm az owper,
ags his “"Qown House",which,as the photograph taken some jesrs sgo,
skews,and a receat vislt by the writer dis cliosed,wae = Home of some
é&ietenai ons,eituated g8 iV was in the then fashionable residentiasl

gtricte :
By lLease passed before fiward William Gray,¥.l., September B9 1766,
one Iichard Doble,owner of this and the adjoining proparty rented to
Sixzon MeTavish for & term of 7 yoare the dwelling desoribed s "a new
hoase never oceupled by any pareon”,with ice house to be used in com-
mon,at & rental of 130 "ocurrent mouney of the Proviace of [aebee”
payable half yearly commencing January 15 next. The tenant was obliged
to maintain the property in every respect,make sill repairs,and doliver
eame in good eondition on expiry of lease. Altached is 8 memc deelaring
doors, windowe ,cupboards, keys,complete and in good order,and “"marble
hearthe quite entire”, :

On the 26th of February 1795, Lichard Dobie s0ld to Simon Melavish,
described as then "of London®™ ,maeting by Joseph Frobisher,his partner,
on behalf of purchaser,by deed paceed before John Gerbrand Beek, notary,"
"that certain house and lot of lsnd... in the City of Lontresal ia saini
Jean Bapillete Ltreet” consisting of a "Stone Dwelling House built in
the Hnglish Teste, Stables and out houses,with as ice house and a small
garden ‘measuremen bs aneertiain and 8 survey to be made", The considers-
tion was %1650 Halifax Currency,purchaser to assuse Seignorisl Duee.
“he term was 6 years with interest at 65 with privilege of !}&fin§ ,
any or all of the priuncipsl before the due date. Ian the "Perrier® ar
Land Plan,of the Seminary made in 1796 ,5inon Helavish appears as owner
of the propertye.

48 will be shown later,the widow was by the ¥ill,given the use of
the House with possession of all the furniture and cntents,iancluding
horeges, carrisges,and their eguipsent ,and the Iaventory made for the
Execatore by J.G. Deek, &.F., September 20 1804, of which I have &

ik
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: throwe interesting eide lights on the style of such a menag
i - - St e iate

ani the extended list of bottles,cases,and barrels shows

owner well upholf hig place among the bons vivantis of the time. :
The building later became & warehouse and what is left of it is now

fnoorporated in the commercial premises of the present ownerse.

BOTLCER

1e hereby given that the busginess heretofore carried on
by MePavish Probisher & Co. at Terrebonne,wilil im falure
be transacted,by Heary licienzie and Jacob Oldhasm,under
the firm of McKenzie,Oldhem & Co.,who will slso manage
the business of the Mills and Selgniory,ani give attend~
‘ance to the Lock lately construcied there for the con- '
venience of Lavigalione

Hontreal, Hovamber 26, 1804

THE TOMB AND HONULRHR

The esrlier, ani later views and plam of the Burial Plot show the
fnportant character of the whole constructicn ae it appeared whan
tke latoer pleture wae made. Today,however,the Jomb has entirely dis-
appesred under a great moand pailf over the site and supposedly cover-
iog the remains presumably lying beneath,but when this was done and by
whom or ander whose suthority hae not ye% been definitely ascertiained.
Eise Teylor,daughter of Eugh Jajior,executor to Jobu Helavish,eaye
thie wae done by oxder of her father on hig departure for Zaglaad to
prevent vandals from breaking in. The date of the erection of the
Honunent can now be approximately fixed,but much uncertainty hae hither-
to existed mageesing the building of the Towb and,indeced,whether
Simon ¥oTuvieh’s body wae at once Duriewd Ukre or iater,sr if av ail.
“he discovered frocte and deductions therefrom would seem to estauvlish
that the Jansion and the Tomb were erccted sbout the same lime,the one
to glorify the living and the other %o enshrine the dead. In a lease
casged by the Uxeentors before J.G. Beek li.P., Decenber 31 1804,follow~
ing the ectater's deasth in the previous 3uly, the "fara" was rented
to one Lewie Charles,gardener,an 0ld employee and one of the witnesses
to the will,for the term of 1% years at 270 per annum. smoRg the ususl
provisions of all ferm leasese a special clasuse was inserted making it
incumbent apom the tenant to "eare for and look after the House lately
built,clear snow from roofe,remove obeiiuctions that may prevent ruin
or spow water from paccing through drainms oy proper chaanels and to
gettﬁttm Executors of any threatoned damege” and further and special-
g the ' ; R
- "ihe said Lewis Charlee shall keep up and maeintsin in good
order the fence and rsiling which eucloses the Tomb of the
#aid late Simon ilclaviegh upon the sald premises™.
. {Signed) .. MeGillivray
J08« Frobis her
isasc Todd
Jag neld
Ezxecutors for themselves
i and their absent colleagues
Lewie Charlee (Lessee) .

Bte Deseve , JeGo. Beek, H.FP,

/
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This would sppear to clear up the point in guestion concerning
the Zomb.
X The ¥onusent bears the following lnseription:

3scred to the Hemory of S1EOE H'J4AVISH EBsq

%ho dled July 6 1604
Aged 54 years A
2his Yonument is erected by his liephews
WILLIAM ASD DUNCAE ¥'GILLIVEAY
fo commomerate their high seanse of his menly virtues
And as & grateful tribute
For hie many acte of kindness shown 1o them

Those nephews were beneficiaries to s cossiderable extent under
the ¥ill as may be seen,and their action was anatural and commenda ble

From the following extract from the originel ¥3 Journal of Joseph
Frovigher, 1806-1810C, preserved in the Idibrary of =c0ill %niversizg;
af which the 3t—%a1piee Iibrary possesses a copy,it will be secn that
one of the bailders goon followed his doceased unecle to the grave:

1808, 4pril 9 Duncsm ¥ceGillivray died this morning,between the
hour of one snd two o'clock
10 The Body was opened
11 Poor D. McGillivray was buried at the Mountain in
McTavish family vault
Mr. McGillivray & Judge ield Mourners
Frobisher & MacKenzie .
fraser & Holaweld
Zodd & Ogden
J. Heid & Son :
He Frobisher & Bollwell
Fleury & Chaboillez
Caldwell & Jo Frobisher -
Fothier,Blackwell & Um dekay Fall Bearers
De iiekenzie,Gurden & Thain "
Sanday, 17 The Zournere and fall Bearers attended at shurch
with their Bearfs and Hat Bapde after the ¥ill was
read at . HeGillivray'’s own house.

"

TERE B

this fixes the date of the ercction of the Lonument as sore time
between 1804 and 1808B. ir. Horn clsims 1806 to be the exact date
but thise, though probable,be dves not definitely eet:bligh.

‘From testimony in the Court bsee referred to later,it would seem
that one other relastive,snd probably three other unnamed persong, were
+algo baried in the same Tomb where "lie the remsins” of Simon Keéavidh.

LAST WI1LLh AND TEQLAREET

ihis comprehensive and somewhat Hemsrkable docuwent,slthoagh evidently
prepared some time previously,was gigned only 4 daye before the test-

atorls death,the witneobees testifying "that at the time the said Simon
Helavieh was weak of body but of sound and disposing mind and memory.®



Ample provision was made for the widow in addition to her lisrriage
Settlement; great fortunes were lsfi to the childrea,their education
in Zngland stipoleted,and provieion made therefor. Hendsome l@gscies
vwere begueathed to his nephews and the two xeligioaus Communities before
mentioned. Important bequestis were made to his eigters-in-law and his
father-in-law, felatives ani f. iends in Ceneds and Scotland were
genercusly remembered and in case any ghould have been atarloakea,th'
gas of 321000 was left in trust to be distribauated at the discretion of
the frusteeg nared. Elaborte g ovislons were made for inheritaace
through the male line of the "lot of lend" in ¥ontreal and the "Estate”
in Scotland,with saccession "in tail” as pre-named inheritors should
fail,bat in these respecis,ss evenle pw oved,the intentions of the
testator were frustratcd when the ilountaim Property came to his
nephkew,John HeTavish,by shom it was scld and eventually fell inte

other ﬁanaa. An important condition was that "It is my will and
desire that none of the foregoing légacies exceeding 100 guineas be
paid out of my Petate until seven years at least affer my decease”,
unlees it could be done without prejudice to the Istate,s stipula-
tion which delayed the action taken by one of the legatees to recover,
ae will be shown later.

APPOLUTEENT OF TUT0RE T0 M1ZOK CHILDRYH

This importent and necessary proceeding was taken two months after
the father's desth,by "Petition” to the Court of King'e Sench by the
-widow, Septe 13 1&04. Thie le interesting,not only as an early exam=-

ple of the ”Family vouncil” 8o common in the procedare of Luebec
Courte today,but as bearing the sipnatures of notable people of the
time,friends eand relatives of the family,and the ¥xecutors of the

~ %ille The mother accompanied the childrem to Englend wherc they were
placed in various schools and their chargee pald,as shown irn the
expenee aceount of the Executors later referred to.

REB-HARRKLAGE OF W1DOW

bhile ecarrying out the daties devolving upon her as Tator to her -
minor children in England,the widow there met the man who became
her second husband,ae the following excerpt from the Jourmal of
Jogeph Frobisher B{ZBWB:
1808
Wednesday, April 27, '
2bhie day heard of Hrg lciavish being married to it
Kajor Plenderleath (1) of the 100th segt in Londemi
on the 12 February laste. B

It bae not been foand coavenient,adinﬁeaa necesgary for purposes
of this brief sketch of specisal and limited application,toc trace the
story of the family in their life and presumed death of the children
and their consequent fallure to inherit the entailed lands under the
#11l,bat the activities of Hajor and ¥Wre willism J. Plenderleath may
?e a:en in the record of the "Celebrated Case”,of which a brief resume
B FilvVel.

(1) Lts Cols war 1812.- here in 1825 with wife, died in England,at
&n advanced age:; /
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Since this was written,there was,by the mereet chance discovered
asong some old papers,by the eayahie and sfficient am%w, iiss dair,
in the MeCord Museum,a drswing parporting %0 be of & monument proposed
to be evected to the memory of 3 children of Simon Melavish in Chiswick
Chareh”. Taking s lomg shot, I Wrote to the Vicsr asking if such a
monasent wae sctuslly erceted in his church and if the buriale were
recerded theres He tarned the matter over tu the Verger,F. Horane,%ho,
after s protracted search among Z0 yeare recorde of burlals,diccovered
the registratione of all 4 and prepared the oifliecial Sertifim%ea
which I kave. He discovered the monument hid away in the érga loft,
with the pasel later erected to young Siven,infoming me LB ey
wore all buried in a veclt beneath the Horth aisle which was coacretec
down in 1864 when the Church was rebuili. He had a drawing made,sltd
great skill sud much difficulty,on & etep ladder with a light to illa~-
mine the pitch dar§nese of the Jofs,by hie cone e copied the inscrip-
tione ws lined and spoced,remarking upon the fiane catting of tha letlers,
and sent me the whole docket,which 1 will now illustrate as ama%hizg '
goite unknown ti1l I dug it up,incidentally remarking that fthis little
side excureion cost me aboat $25, and that spart from the drawing,all
informa tion coucerning thoge "Acte of Civil Status” sould be had ik &
few minutes uader our system and Certificates issued lmmediately atl &
gost of 50c each.
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- Bo«388 DR. GEBORGE ULBY we EXNCUTURS &1EOE XC TaVIGE, 1811

It wee stipulated in the Will as may be seen,that no beneflieiary
thereunder of an amouni over 100 guineas should be pald before the
expiry of 7 years from the death of the teststor which ocoured in 1804.

4t the earliest poseible moment however,one Dr. George telby,s per=
senal friend of the deceaced,took asctlen agelnst the Executors for the
paysent of hias legacy of 2.2-06,@ set forth ia his "declaration”,thas
getting in motion the machinery of the Law with respect to & sait whieh
wag not finelly disposed of until 1839,s& shown by the Judgment of the
Vourt. ?he maes of inlterventions,Pleas,ieplications,and documents of
all sorte,meking a soet formlidable "Doselier”,in etif1 carefully preser-
ved among the dusty archives of the lourt Fouse in Hontreal,where it
may be freely exasmined by the curious student. In 1815 the Lourt ordere
ed 8 seport Lo be made upon the affaire of the Estate Helavish and
appointed H. Sriifin $0 do the work. This seport was apperenily made
in triplicate,one copy being filed by the Claimant,another by the
Defendents,and the third,presumably an "office copy”,is in the iibrary
of Stevalp.ce in tontreale It ig from this comprehensive snd exhaus~
tive fleport,that we are able to know the lsportance of the testator
in his little world of that far day,and the very great relative and
setusl value of the Lstate he left hehind him. “his may be better
- learoed by careful resding of the document,and without anticlpating
guch study,s few of the important iteme in the Iaventory may here
be noted. : '

The whole EBstale wue outimaled atl a valuation of £128,000,8n izcense
sum for thoee days and,kaving in mind the relative uortﬁ of money,
considersble even in these. ‘here were 426,000 in shares of the Rorth
Vest Fur Company,and £40,000 were represented in the sssets of the
Partnership. The "Farm of the Lountain” now covering a large part
9f the City,end of untold vslue,being entered at EHI66. The "Town
HSonsge™ 1ln St. Joun Heptiste Sircet was velaed at 22600, 8ud the conteats,
given,wilh its ase,to the wife,nt %D50. The "Seigniory st Le:rebonne”,
was put in at 34,000, the "Townehip of Dorset”,comprising 48,000,8t e
£4600, the "Estate of Danerdy,in .eotland,at 26600, & shere of the :
fest india Doels, Londom, st &1100. These,and small holdinges at Ter=-
rebonne ani elsewhere,comprised the fstate 88 resorted by the scsese
sor,vho also set outl at greal length sud in minute detail the sany
dieﬁﬁraementa made by the Executors up to date. Many of these in the
earlier years deal with expenditures on the Kaneiop and include ine
teresting items of smounts pald to James He@lill for half the cost of
a feace between their asdjoining "faxme",fees Lo Dr selby,the protae-
goniet in the Case,for “attendance on the family®, The "rent of a pew
in Preach Church",sud "snnusl eabscription to seoboh Charch”. lueh
Bpace ie taken up with 8 recapitulation of the terms of the #ill,a
sletement of payments of legacies thereunder,and & menorandam of
amounts due. 4 gieat part of the neport covering the later years ia
taken up with chargee for the board,lodging, schooling,clothing and
medical attendance of the childrem in Xsglend, to whieh the curious
are referred for interesting dciails.



JUHME MO D4VISH, HYPLEW

Ho attempt heas been made to bridge the gap betwesn the texrmimation
of inheritance in the direet line and,failing this, trapsmission Lo
the firet named of collatorsl descent who 80ld the Hountaln Iroperty
which had presumably come to him ag the next heir-al-law. de was :
eertainly in Hontreal 1808-9,es Frobisher iz hig Jourmml twice meniions
his name as Ybeing among the puecsts on two occceasions when he “dined
at home" duriag that period. e next hear of him in Saltimore,lids
where,in 1816 ,he maryied Emily Caton,of the lmportant femily ol that
mne, who was aleo connected with the distisnguished Varroll fawmily.
Charies carrell of Carrollton,it will be remembered,wae one of the
three imerican “ommissioners io Canada in 1775,and {s a aoctable
example of the important family connection. .Jaﬁn Helgvigh,ve learn
through the courtesy of the preecent British Consul at Beltimore :
"yne appointed Britieh Consul at Saltimore on the 1bth Gotober 1634,
died at kie post on the Z1lst June 1UDE™ and was there buriedes Ho is
said to have left at lesst one son who bore the femily nsme of Carrell,
but no serious effort has Leen made to trace decceniantis with vwhom
we.are not here concerned. The impourtant fact is that he left all
his -property %o hie wife, “mily Caton,who now appears in the story im
conncdection with property righte in ibhe Lurial Plol,Tomb ard Lonumente.

EGs 1588, BMILY CATOR, widow of John MeTleavish, ve HUGH AlLab, 1861

Fere sgain we open up & mine of valusble material and ae the matter
dg of public record we have drawn upon it freely. 1t is shown by
deeds filed that John licsavieh seld Deccmber £21st 1843 the land known
88 "the Fciavish Property” t. Jomes omith and Duncen Pigher,who,in
turp sold it to John DTorrence snd Jawes Hutlchison January 3.‘? 1354,
from whom Hagh Allan bought & portion for hie Estate of "Lavesscrag”
on which he buiit hie Mansion and erected an 8 £t steng wsll or
e groupds iz 1861. Ia eil these deeds the ilol on which the Zomb
gnu Donument were erected within & stone wall,and s semie-oircalsr o
approsch thereto,shown on an accompanying plan filed in Court - a
eppy of which is here shown - were,with the "road" leading itherete,
exprously reserved snd excluded, the tage,which was ohly decided in
Appeal in 1869,ie explained by the "Declaration” of Plaintiff complain-
ing of encroachment and demanding restitution sad demages,which, -
together with extrucis fram depositione of several wilnesses, copiee
of Judpmente of the Juperior Gourt and the Coart of Appeal, are of
roesrde. Bvidence ls given as to the anumber of intermente, porpetasl
reservotion of (he whole plot,dste ame to bullding the surrouading
wall iz 1846,and the consecration of the Barlal Pluce by the Biskop
of Cuebee in 1648, Judgnent wae given ordering Defandant, allian, to
demolish the encroaching wall,vhich was done,ag the seni-cireular
pisce,surrounded by & beard fence, Jutting into the “Lavemscreg"
boundary to-day attests.

The Plot is now reglstered under "Cadastre Eo. 17397as still belong-
ing to "wildos of John Melavish" though "hors de commoree”, but there
ig no record of "the road" leadiag up to and appertaining to the
Plot ~ now absorbed in and forming part of the Park - ever having
been regularly acguired by the City of lonmtreal smong its purchases
of land for the purpose in 1875-75 or later.

/
/



DOCUEERTS

2he following Documents,copied from the originals in the
archlveg Department of the “ourt House, iontreal, frum which much
of the dats in the foregoing peges hse been derived,are in the
poseession of the writer: ; ,

Harriege Uoantract, Simon Velavish & Margusrite Cheboillesz, Uct.l,

Birth and Baptisms of 4 children - Willliam,=a1y, snn, Simoa
Zuriel Certificate, Iafaent daughter, xargaret,_ﬁ deye old
Burial Certificate, Simon Felavish, July 6-8, 1804

9ill of Simoa MePavish, July 2, 1804

Family Council & sppointoent of cutors, vept 13, 1404

Court Cage, Ho. 3856, Dr. Geo. Belby ve Execators s¢iavish, 1811
Declerstion of Plaintiff Selby, 1511
heport & Inventory of Hstate, L. Griffim, 1815
Flosl Judgrent & Distridbation, 18892 -

Court Came, H0. 1638, Huily Caton, §ldow Joha HLelavish, ve Eugh Allan
Declarstion of Plsintiff, 1861 |
iestisony of Wilnecses 1861
Judgment Suaperior vourt, 1861

do Court of ippeal, 1866

ilnventary of Effects "lown Housge" 23,85,27 St-Jean Bpte '
: sepe 20 lﬁﬂﬁyaegy, GeoBeck, KB,
Lesse 0o "Toun House" L. Dobie to Simen Meciavish, reb. 27 1786
: : X - extraects Gray, ld.be
sale AT v .. Febs. <€ 1790
extracte, Beck, sl

Burial eertificates - ¥illism lan, lisry, simonm
| . Dec. 1 1952, Chiswick
A Charch, London




SIMON MC TAVISH
List of photograps for slides illustrating lecture -

No 1 - Rare map of Montreal in 1761 - as introductory background

9 -~ Montreal in 1811 - from rare print in Chateau de Ramezay

3 - Portrait of Shmon McTavish from a painting by Sir Martin
Shea, President of the Royal Academy, about 1800, original
in possession of A.W.Reld-taylor, France, copy given to
to writer by John Horn, who had it from Mt Reid-Taylor (I)

4 - Facsimile of letter of Simon McTavish in St Sulpice Library
by courtesy of Dr Fauteux, Librarian

5§ ~ The McTavish Mansion - traditional memory sketch

6 - do re-drawn from sketch in possession of the late David
Denne for use in Anniversary Number of the Witness
Ba- do original of same sketch by John Hugh Ross (Denne to

Learmonth, to McGill, to McCord Museum) by permission

6b - do rear view, pen and ink sketch by John Hugh Ross in
Chageau de Remezay, by permission

7 - Section¥mfmzEfumef Montreal in 1811, showing Mansion,

. Farm House, Monument &c

8 - Section of view of Montreal in 1852, do do do

9 — View of Montreal in 1852, from rare print in possession of
F.W.Cowie Esq, by permlssion

10 — "Burnside®, James McCill*s “Country House", from sketch by
W.B.Lambe in 1848, courtesy Board of Trade, owners.

108~ "Burnside®, from pen and ink sketch by John Hugh Rods, in
Chateau de Ramezay, by permission, probably copy of 1«

11 - Burial Certificate of Simon McTavish, from Provincial ;
Archives, Court House, Montreal.

12 —~ Tie McTavish "Town House", 23,25,27 8t Jean Baptiste Street,
NOT the so-called "Lacroix House"

13 - The Tomb & Monument as erected-from Hovhelage Depicta, 1839

14 - Do with wall, from water color in McCord Museum -
(¢circa) 1850-6C - by permisslion

15 - Inscription on Monument, from HOchelaga Depicta, 1839

16 - Plan of Mountain Properties, 1836

16a~ Monugent to MoTavish Childrenin Chiswich Church, Lomdon

16b- Inacriptions on Monument and Tablet beneath.

160~ Chiswick Church, exterior view

16d- do interior view showing organ loft and North

Aisle, sites of Monument and vault below
17 - Pian of Tomb and "reservation® of groung in front = '
from the Archives, Court House, Montreal.
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