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THE MC ZAVISH TOMB AND MONUMENT

Z¢ the Mayer and Aldermen,
of the City of Mentreals

Gentlononse

ZHIS MEMORIAL of the ANTIQUARIAN & NUMISMATIO S0CIETY,
¢cneerning the burizl place of a werthy citizen ¢f the clden days =
bituated te the West of the Allan preperty, belew the Upper Resor
veir and within the limits of the Park, j L R "

RESPECIFULLY SUBMITS te

LHAZ the enclosure presonts a sad state of negloet; the Zomb has
nystoericusly discppeared under a mcund of debris; The-Menument - the
cldest in tho City - and the surrounding wall have fallen inte decay;
and tho whele place will become an uttor ruin unless immediate stops
are taken tc presecrve ite

THAT so far as we can discover there are ne representatives of the
MeTavish family living here, nor de we think that shevld there be
found any iiving horo or elsewhere they weuld be sufficiontly intore
ested or willing tc¢ undertake this care, or objeet tc anycne else
deing ace

THAT while the Plot itself is still registered under Cadastre 1790
in private cwnership, the "approach™ in frent and the reserved avenus
leading up to 4t arc in the cccupation of the City withcut apparont
warrant ¢f purchase or cwnership, —

THAT having tc this exteont entered inte pessessicn and at loast
Lacitly sssumod resyensibility, the City should now undertake the
full charge of restoration, repair and ;reservaticn of this histeric
Bp00y CoRsecrated o the memeory of those wheso remains lis buried
there,; s¢ that this reproach be romoveds

LHAT the coat of sueh resteration, if undertaken at onge before
further deterioraticon sets in, should net be groaty and that when conme
pletod the oxpense of up=koop would be negligible cempared with the
satisfaction which citizens and visiters weuld have in viewing the
e¢rnament which this 1ittle knewn and neglected scrner ¢f the Park
gould casily be made,

AND WE FURTHER SUBMIT

in support of this MEMORIAL a brief rosumb of such facts as ocur row
searches have diselosed concorning the lator 1life, death and burisl of

SIMCON MC TAVISH

He was ome of ihat coteriec ¢f entorprising merchants whe flourished
hereat iho close ¢f the IBth gentury and firmly eatablishedihe foune
datiens of Meniresl'as guumercial Supronacye Hey with his partners and
assceiatos, founded-the North West Pur Ucnpany, aftorvards knewn as tho
"Xe¥eZe "p 2nd later mergod in the lludsen's Bay Companys He amassed
what in-these days was a great fortune, and ccmputed in terms of the
prosont that ef 2 millionairecs.. He cwned, and lived during the wine
ter in, his "tewn heuse" on 5t Jean Baptiste Strest, lately demclished,
and resided in the summer at his “ecuntry scat™ on hiz "farm® on the
Mountain, which reached from the summit to whas is now Borchester Strasl

X Fabowl” and from about MeTavish Street, which bears his bamey where his farm

Oularour e joined that of Jamos MeGill, the fcunder of MeGill Univorsity, whoese

ncda W7« cwn house, "Burnside®, ccoupied the site of the Jowish Tabernacle on

: " 1eGill Gellege Avonue,”then 3ll cpen country; besides which he cwned
preporty at Torrebenne, and a small estate in Sectland,

He way an early and notable example of The Bengg‘ggt@nta. having
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married Mlle Chabeilles, aister eof Louis Chabeilles, a prominent Now
tary of the day, and alsc of the Ourd of Longueuwil, a neted ssholar
and writers Ths Qhab&illm family was one of the most distinguished
and woaliky cf tho time, ‘and is voprosented through the fomale line
by deagondents nevw livings 2he ecuple had four childraa. twoe scns and
twe daughtors, whoe appavently died in early youth, and the widow mare
riod and English efficer, Major Plendorleath, o¢f the 100th Regiment,
feur yoars aftor the death ¢f her husbande He bad a pew in the Notre
Dame Parish Church, and Lequeathed £10CC each te the Groy Nuns and
Hetel Dioues He was a member ef {the 0ld 5t Gabriel Parish Church
whors he had a pow, and was buried by the Anglican Rector, the burial
coriificate Leing sigmed by twe Prench and twed English relatives or
asscciatoss

He was held in the highest estecm by contempcraries and business
a3scciates as an upright, enterprising, if masterful, man, and his
chituary 43 written 11 werds eof warmest appreval of his ‘talanta“
”hoapitality , andas "a man of gonercus and distinguishedecharactor®,
and his "many virtues" are attosted in the inseription on the unnumant
erocted by his nephews in "grateful tribute® te his memorye

He Duile a paloetial mansicn cn the site bounded by the present
Fine Avenus, Melavish and Peel Stroets, facing scuthy whieh, howover,
Was never sompluted, bul frem ¢xtant drawings and skeuches and the
roscllocticns of old citisens, its imposing dimensions ¢an be estabe
licheds 1In its unfinished, deserted state, it became the proy attﬂiﬁll
vandals whe remeved overything poritable, and the min afforded matter
for the wildest legends of ghosts, appariticons 6e, and oven the tragie
death cf the cwner by his ¢wn hand became a traditicn attached tc the
sowgalled "Haunted House™, all ¢f it without any basis of facte The
glain truth id thol'Simen-MeTavish died July 6, 1804 in his bed“at his
ccuntry scat? c¢n the Mountain'frem a celd eentracted in the Spring
while inspecting the Luilding ¢f hLis now heuse, and was buried in the
Zomb aiready prepared as a fanily mauscleum con the lonely sjot in the
roar ¢f tho mansicne Tho Menument was orected at scme unknown date
botween the time ef his death and that of his nephew, Dunsan MeGilliw
vrray, cne of the builders, whe died in 1808 and was burdied in the zame
Zombs The wall was built about 1846 and the burial plot was consoe
erated by the Lerd Bishop ef Quebea in 1848, thus cconstituting it
forover “hers dg cuggorﬁa' Zhe House was demolished in 1861 and scme
of tho matorials are saiu-tc Lave been used in the construction of
adjeining buildingse

The Suecession to the entailed "farm®™ preperty, passing over dhe
testater's decoased children, came-tc his nephew, Jehn Melavish, whe
had rcmeved frcm Montrcal t¢ Baltimore, Mde UseSeAs, where, in 1816,
he married Bmily Caton, a member ¢f & distinguished family ¢f that
Placee He was British Censul at that City 1834-1852, when he died and
was there buried, icaving all his property t¢ his wife, Reservaticn
c¢f the burial plet, its apprcach, and ccmmunigating recad was exprossly
stipulated in all decds frcem the first sale by Jchn MecRavish in 1843
t¢ the last purchase by Hugh Allan in 18544 In 1861 the widow Mo~
Tavish instituted suit against tho purchaser fcr encrcachment of his
newlyw=built wall on the reservation,; and aftor vears of litigatien
the asticn was decided in Appeal in 1869 in faver ¢f plaintiff, with
the rosult sesn in the present boundaries between "Ravensorag® and
tho Park, sineo which dato the records are silente The Tcomd has
Gloappoared, and an ivs pluce and over the site and its presumed ruins
has been consiructied o meund or cairn ¢f sicnes and earth, but by
vhom, or al whcse exders, it doos nct yet appoars

VHLREPORE

in cchaidoration ¢f the feregeing (which synepsis ef the fasts
Mr S,M,Baylis, cne ¢f ocur Vice-Presidents, has compiled) your
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Memorialists potition that the City assume rospensibility for the
restoration, ropair, and preservation of the MeTavish burial place
and its aprurtonances tc the epnd that this Mcnument be pretected and
the memory of a great man and eced eitizen kopt alive among us,

We have the Henor tc be,

Gentlenen,
Preaident

Recording=Seereiary

WHEB ARTIQUARIAN & NUMISMALIC SCCLEIY OF MONTREAL ..



LHE MC TAVISH TOMB AND MONUMENT

To the Mayor and Aldermen,
of the City of Montreal.

Gentlemens:-—

THIS MEMORIAL of the ANTIQUARIAN & NUMISMATIC SOCIETY,
concerning the burial place of a worthy citizen of the olden days =
situated to the West of the Allan property, below the Upper Reser-
voir and within the limits of the Park

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITS:-

THAT the enclosure presents a sad state of neglect; the Tomb has
mysteriously disappeared under a meund of debris; the Monument - the
oldest in the City - and the surrounding wall have fallen into decay;
and the whole place will become an utter ruin unless immediate steps
are taken to preserve ite .

THAT so far as we can discover there are no representatives of the
McTavish family living here, nor do we think that should there be
found any living herec or elsewhere they would be sufficiently inter=-
ested cor willing to undertake this care, or object toc anyone else
doing s0.

THAT while the Plot itself is still registered under Cadastre 1799
in private ownership, the "approach" in front and the reserved avenue
leading up to it are in the cccupation of the City witheout apparent
warrant of purchase or ownership.

THAT having to this extent entered into possession and at least
tacitly assumed responsibility, the City should now undertake the
full charge of restoration, repair and preservation of this historic sp
spot, consecrated to ihe memory of those whose remains lie buried
there, so that this reproach be removed.

IHAT the cost of such restoration, if undertaken at once before
further deterioration sets in, should not be great, and that when com=
pleted the expense of up-keep would be negligible compared with the
satisfaction which citizens and visitors would have in viewing the
ornament which this little known and neglected corner of the Park
could easily be made.

AND WE FURTHER SUBMIT

in support of this MEMORIAL a brief resumé of such facts as our re-
searches have disclosed concerning the later life, death and burial of

SIMON MC TAVISH

He was one of {hat coterie of enterprising merchants who flourished

- hereat the-close cof the 1®th century and firmly establishedthe foun-

dations of Montreal's commercial Supremacy. He, with his partners and
asscciates, founded the North West Fur Company, afterwards known as the
"Xe¥eZ."p and later merged in the Hudson's Bay Company. He amassed
what in those days was a great fortune, and computed in terms of the
present that of a millionaire.. He owned, and lived during the win-
ter in, his "town house”™ on St Jean Baptiste Street, lately demolished,
and resided in the summer at his "country seat™ on his "farm® on the :
Mountain, which reached from the summit to what is now Dorchester Strebt,
and from about McTavish Street, which bears his name, where his farm
Joined that of James McGill, the founder of McGill University, whose
own house, "Burnside", occupied the site of the Jewish Tabernacle on
MecGill College Avenue,athen all open country; besides which he owned
preoperty at Terrebonne, and a small estate in Scotland.

He was an early and notable example of The Bonne Entente, having

Mademceisolle
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married Mlle Chaboillez, sister of Louis Chaboillez, a prominent No-
tary of the day, and also of the Curé of Longueuil, a noted scliolar
and writer. -The Ghabmlllz family was one of the most distinguished
and wealthy of the time, ‘and is represented through the female line
by descendents now livinge The couple had four children, two sons and
two daughters, who apparently died in early youth, and the widow mar-
ried and English officer, Major Plenderleath, of the 100th Regiment,
four years after the death of her husbande He had a pew in the Notre
Dame Parish Church, and bequeathed £1000 each to the Grey Nuns and
Hotel Dieu..  He was a member of the 01ld St Gabriel Parish Church
where he had a pew, and was buried by the Anglican Rector, the burial
certificate being signed by twe French and twogd English relatives or
associates.

He was held in the highest esteem by contemporaries and business
associates as an upright, enterprising, if masterful, man, and his
cbituary is written in words of warmest approval of his "talents",
"hospitality", andas "a man of generous and distinguishedcharacter",
and his "many virtues" are attested in the inscription on the Monument
erected by his nephews in "grateful tribute” to his memory.

He built a palatial mansion on the site bounded by the present
Pine Avenue, McTavish and Peel Streets, facing south, which, however,
was never completed, bul from extant drawings and sketches and the
recollections of old citizens, its imposing dimensions can be estab-
lishede In its unfinished, deserted state, it became the prey of EIHKE
vandals who removed everything portable, and the ruin afforded matter
for the wildest legends of ghosts, apparitions &c, and even the tragic
death of the owner by his own hand became a tradition attached to the
so-called "Haunted House", all of it without any basis of fact. The
plain truth i€ the!'Simon MCTaVlSh died July 6, 1804 in his bed “at his
'country seat® on the Mountain from a cold contracted in the Spring
while inspecting the building of his new house, and was buried in the
Tomb already prepared as a family mausoleum on the lonely spot in the
rear of the mansion. The Monument was erected at some unknown date
between the time of his death and that of his nephewl, Duncan McGilli-
vray; cne of the builders, whe died in 1808 and was buried in the same
Tombe -The wall was built about 1846 and the burial plot was conse-
crated by the Lord Bishop of Quebec in 1848, thus constituting if
forever "hors de commerce". The House was demolished in 1861 and some
of the materials are said to have been used in the construction of
adjoining buildings.

The Succession to the entailed "farm" property, passing over dke
testator's deceased children, came to his nephew, John McTavish, who
had removed from Montreal to Baltimore, Md. U.S.A., where, in 1816,
he married Emily Caton, a member of a distinguished family of that
place. He was British Consul at that City 1834-1852, when he died and
was there buried, leaving all his property to his wife. Reservation
of the burial plot, its approach, and communicating road was expressly
stipulated in all deeds from the first sale by John McTavish in 1843
tc the last purchase by Hugh Allan in 1854. In 1861 the widow Mc-
Tavish instituted suit against the purchaser for encroachment of his
newly-built wall on the reservation, and after years of litigation
the acticn was decided in Appeal in 1869 in favor of plaintiff, with
the resull seen in the present boundaries between: "Ravenscrag" and
the Park, since which date the records are silent. The Tomb has
disappeared, and in iis place and over the site and its presumed ruins
has been constructed a mound or cairn of stones and earth, but by
whom, or at whose orders, it does not yet appear.

WHEREFORE

in consideration of the foregoing (which synopsis of the facts
Mr S.M.Baylis, one of our Vice-Presidents, has compiled) your
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Memorialists petifion that the City assume responsibility for the
restoration, repair, and preservation of the McTavish burial place
and its appurtenances to the end that this Mcnument be protected and
the memory of a great man and good citizen kept alive among use.

We have the Honor to be,

Gentlemen,

President

Recording-Secretary

THE ANTIQUARIAN & NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF MONTREAL






¥ HONMANT B2 I8 TOMBBEAY
M0 2AVISH

iy Maire ot sux Bohevins
8o la C1td de lontréal.

Messlours:~

| %4 RRGUSTS SUIVANTS DE L S0OINZE D'ARGHEOLOSIN BD DB
NUMISMATIC RS~ su #ujet du monument et du tombeau de famiile
d'un personnage éminent du Momtréal &'sutrefols, situds &
1'ouest de 1s propriété Allam, su pled du réservolr & hets hach
nivesu, ot dene les limites du parc de 1s Montagne-,

BXPOSE KESPUODUR USFMEND 1=

QUE 1'enclow est dme un triste et do nézligenoe; que le
tombean o8t mystériensement dieparn sous un emas de débrie;
que les murs ¢ui entourent le Monwment- le plug snolen de la
Citd- sont tombés en déondence, ot que 1o tout est destiné &
une raine sompléte sl des mesures immédistes ne sont prises
pour y réméd ley .~

CU'ER autant qu'il & ¢td poseible de 2'en assurer, {1 n'y
8 pas & Hontrdal ds repréeentsnte de is famille Mo Pavish; que
8'il y on avalt iol ou aillewrs nouz somws persuadée ou'ile
ne seraient pas suffisanment intéresads ou ddairedx 4'entre-
prendre les travaux de rumnmtlon. & ¢u'lle ne 2'obieateraiont
pse & ce que d'autres 'en oooupent .-

CUS blen que le terrain lui-méme figure encore su osdastre
(No I799) comme propridté privée, 11 n'en est ‘pu moins vrsi
que l'eepsce en face du monument ot 1'avenue qul y eondult sont
en la possession de ia oitd, senz autre unendat apparsnt comme
aoquéreur ou propridtaire du suedit terrain,.-
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GUS 1o 0itd ayant ainel jJusqu'd un ocertain peint pris pos-
uuim & assumd la responeabilité de ce terrain, 11 s'en suit
qu'elle devrait prendre soue ses aharges de restorer, réperer
& oonserver oet endroit historicue, conssord & la mémoire de
ooux qui y sont inhumés, de fagom & encourir sucun reproche.

CUR le oofit de restoration, si elle dtalt entreprise avant
dos adprédstions plus wonsiddrahles, ne saursit Stre dlevé, ot
que le oofit d'entretion sersit bien minime compsrativement &
la satiefection que les oltoyens et les étrangers dprouversient
d 1s vue des sméliorstions apportées & oe coin du pare de la
Hontagne, demeurd jJuscu'lel peu sonnu ot négligd.-

HOU3 VOUS 30MMOTONS BN PLUS,

afin de Justilier notre requSte, un résumd rucolinet des Pulite
dévoilda par noe recherches sur la vie, la mwort, &t le lien
4'inhunation de

SLHON HC TAVISH.

Il appartensit su groupe des merohsnde entreprensnts qut
prowpérérent & Ja fin du I8e eidole ot dtadlirent les solides
agsizes de la suprématie commereiale du Montréal aotuel.- aveo
404 assoolide 11 fut le fondateur de la fansuse compsgnie 4w
Hord-Oucet pour l¢ commerce dse fourrures, blentdt connme sous
low initisles de X Yo', 0% qul plus tard o’amalgam svee 1a
pulesante gompagnie de 1s bale d'Hudsom.- I1 suassa & sette
érogue ae qui dtait coneiddrde comme une grende fortuna.
Propridtaire rue 5% Jesn Buptiete, &'une “msison e ville® su-
Jourd'hui 4émélie, 11 y paeesit 1'hiver, et pendent 1'4té 11 al-
latt demeurer dans sa malson de campagne sur an “"Torme* de la
Hontagne, comprise entre le sommet do cette dernidre et 1'enii-
gnement sotuel de la rue Dorehester d'un coté, et de 1'autre
entre la rue Mo Tevish qul porte son nom ot 1'endignenent de
1'ivemue Ontario, le tout on pleine CENDAENG o= é#%hﬂ Lo xme
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forme %ouehsxt & oelie de Jumes Mo 4131, le fondateur de 1'Uni-
versitd du amu nom, & dont 1u mslson m csaupalt le site
aotuel 4u ﬁbomzc Juif, eur 1'avenue du colldge Mo G111.-
De plus i, lo Tavish était grand nropridtaire terrien & Terre-
bonne et en Foorse.-

I1 Tut un dee premlers & domner un bel exemple de honne-
entente, en se nariant & une demoiselle Chaloilles, spparte-
nent & une fenille distingude et riche de 1'épogue, la moour
de ¥, Loule Chabholllez un homme instruit & un dorivain &e mar-
que e Do oe mariage nasguirent (ustre enfants, g¢ui déosddrent
en bas gm. et madsne io Tavish devenus veuve se marla en se-
condes nooes & un officler snglsie, le “ajor Plenderlesth, du
I00e rigiment, quatre sne aprés le déods de son meri.- Ce der-
niey avait un bane 4 1'ézlize Hotre-Dame pour son épouse, et
8 #a mort 11 ldgue une zomme de mille Jouls & chaoune dee oom=
muneutdes dos soours Grisee et de 1'Hotel-Dien. Hembre de 1'an-
olenne Bglize parvissisle 5t Cabriel o 31 avait un beno pour
lui-méme, “imon Ho Tevish fut imhumé psr le eurs anglicsn, et
son sote de déoém portent les signatwres do deux Canad lens-frane
qals ot e deux anglale, parentez et sssoelds. _ ,

Tenu en trds haute estime par ses oontemporsine cowme un
homme droit, entreprenant ot &'un esyrit supdrieur, sa notice
néorologigue en parle aveo de grandes lousnges, snumdre ges
talente, son hospitalitd, se gindrositd, ee menidresdlietingudea,
et de plue ses nombrouses vertus sont attestdes dsne 1'ineorip-
tion figursnt sur 1o Honument dlevd & »a mémolre var ses nevoux,
en témolgnage d» reconnal sEen0e o

Jur un terrain horné par l'avenue des Pine, Los ries Peel,
et Ho Tavish, fsisant face su sud, 3imon Mo Tavish avalt entre-
prig is conwtruction 4'une zomptueunse demeure qul, toutefole,
ne fut Jamale terminde.- Il & ét# facile 4'en reconatituer les |
dimensione Lmpossntes & 1l'aide du souvenir des sncoiens et de
nombreux plang & dessins.~ Inachevée et situde dans un endroit
démert cotte demeure devint bientdt la prole de vendades qui
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qul emportdérent tout ce (u'ile purent on détecher, ¢t de ses
ruines gortirent do fameuses ldgenies de fantmes ot 4'appari-
tione, ot 1'imsgination poralsire aldent on alla Jusu'd dire
que la Halson hantée 1'étalt par 1'8me de son propriétsire
qul meralt mort tragicuement en se sulellant. A 1s vérsté
dimon Mo Pevish mourut le & Millet IB04 dane son 1it, & ea
waleon de campagne eur le flano &e 1s Montagne, &'une maladle
contractée le printenmpe précdédent pendent ¢u'il surveillait
les traveux de construction de sa nouvelle mefson, ot 11 fut
fohumé dans le tombesu 44J8 construit par Jul-méme pour wervir
de maneolde & va Tamille .~ Y@ Monument Tut drigé peu sprds par
un neveu, Duncan Mo 811livray ¢ul mourut en ISO8 #% ¢ui Mt
irhuméd Jul susel dene 1o méme tombean que mon onale .-

o mur &'enceints du tonbeau et du monument fut conmtruls
vere 1846, ot 1e terrain enclos fut consecrd comme lien de
sépulture par le Lord Nve ue de Cudheo en 1848, le nettant
alnzi "hore ds comserce” .- :

e mmison de ommpsgne Tut Jémolle en IRGI & Jew metipd ‘
dit-on, vervirent 4 le conetruction de ldpendences vcia&nﬁiﬁ?

ie ferme de simon lo Tavieh, ces enfantr dtsnt Gdoddée,
psesa & son neveu John Mo Tavish, demeurant 3 Baltimore, Ptete-
mie, odt en IBI5, 11 ee smris & Emily Caton &'uns famille dls-
tingude de 1'endroit, I1 Mt consul anglsiz & Baltimore de
1834 Jusqu'd sa mort en I868, lalsesnt tous ses blens & we
femme o=

Dene lew 41ffdrenta contrate, depule 1s vremisre vente fulte
par Juhn He Tavieh en 1843, de s propriité de Montréal, Jue-
gu'a la dernidre psr es veuve & Hugh Allen en 1884, réserve
exprosee du terrein &'inhwietion, d¢ ses aprroches, et de 1'a-
venue y aonduissntpat toujours epésifid.~ ¥n 1861 Is veuve
Ho Tavish Tit un vroode au nouvel saquéreur powr avolr gong-
trult un mur gul emplétalt sur leo terraln ainel réservé aonme
lieu de sépulture, ot sprds de mtiples proosdures Judieiairog
le litige fut d4cidd on cour @’appel en I869, en favewr de la
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la plaignate, avec ce r&aultat,qna les bornoa'aetualleu, entre
Ravenserag et le parc de la Montagne, ont été exigédes et main-
tenues Juaqg'é nos Jjours.- Le tombeanu de famille est aujourd'-
hui disparu, et & sa place, sur ses ruimes présumées, s'éldve
un monticule de piorroa.et de terre, sans gue l'on sache com-

ment cela s'est produit,-
C'EST POURQUEI,

la SOCIRTE D'ARCHEOLOGIE & DE NUMISMATIQUE, pour les failts

ci-dessus relatés & compilés par 1l'un de ses vices-présidents
M. 3.M. Baylis, prie la cité de Montréal d'assumer la respon-
gabilité de restorer, de réparer et de conserver le tombeau et
le monument de la famille Me Tavish, afin que la mémoire d'un

citoyen méritant soit conservée vivante au milieu de nous.-

Nous avons 1'honneur d'8tre,

Messieurs,

Prégident

geerétaire- Arehiviste

LA SOCIETE D'ARCHEOLOGIE & DE NUMISMATIQUE DE MONTREAL.
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