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My dear friend,

1 am very glad 40 hear from you and acknowledge, that
1 am to blame, in not writing to you sooner. You know my dislixe %to
writing and will forgive me this time.

My trip to England was chequered with pain and pleasure.
HagdalensSfamily consisting of two Boys, and two Girls, are vVery satis-~
factory, her good msband most valuable, but poor for his elevated po-

" sition. Simons two Daughters are talented and charming, they have enough
for comfort. Poor uiss Auldjo, is very unfortunate, no health, nor a
well regulated mind John Auldjo oumt lawed, &, will meke no effort, to
recover his position lost the‘nuqmaglass estate through careless in-
dolence. Has Feil HeGillivray gone o Scotland to follow up his good
fortune?_ 1 made & charming friend of your Nephew Sir John Campbell's
widow, Wb, 8 children very promising scions, MTS Snodgrass also, VeIy
courteous and xind her only SOm, engaged in india  Laura, has & drunken
tmsband, lives sbroad with four dsmghters, Helen Spenser, has a lovely
femily, the General commands the troope at Alverstake ———

1 could not vislt seotlend, MT® Tay lor's expected con-
finement prevanted Hugh, coming for me.. 1 found, that 1 was purning the
candle at both ends having to lay out so mch %O make the house comfort-
able it is indeed mich improved and 1 would be glad 1f you could feel
well enough, to come to see it, after u%s Taylors case is OVEY e

1 feel contempt for Elizth's vacilating conduct, at 30,
years of age, she should have known better, may God have mercy upon her
and wpon her broken hearted mother— who has ever been dutiful o her
relations— farewell my dear friend, may God prepare us, for our change.

Elizo? Reid,
wife of Chief Justice Reid.
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In Order to preserve the natives of N.America from
Destruction - In Order to prevent the farther sgsression of the
Americen republick, In Order to secure the Oregen Territory to the
British Gov't as well ss C-lifornia %o the I exican Gov't In Order
to secure the Censdes to the British Gov't In Order to prevent a ;
continual state of Warfare smongst the different tribes of natives
and to secure peace and emity mmongst them -

It is necessary to orgsnize s1l the different Tribes
under One Head - as Chief - or Crownedf Heed, L.e. Po form a fed-
eral union of 211 the natives under oné General Gov't and to make ’
the Mississippi River the fixed bound ary be tween that Gov't and th%g
American republick.

For this purpose All the Crown'd Heads of Europe Should
combine to accomplish this Object viz - To form & new independant
nation West of the lMississippi River -

The wey to accomplish this vitsl Object is Plain and
easy - viz -

Firstly - a Wice Chief to be selected, under what ever
name might be deemed best to give him =

| Secondly - a strong hold in s fertile part of the
country - suitable, and centrel, to be built ss s place of re-
sidence for this Head.

Thirdly - A certain number of the pr incipdal Chiefs of
every Tribe to be selected as linisters and Counsellors to this
Heod. |

Forthly - A Body of five Hundred Horse, snd five Hundred
Infantry of chosen young Warriors Drafted from sll the Tribes in
egual proportion to be formed, to enable this Hesd to support



his authority and obey the laws -

Sixthly - Agriculture encouraged also menufacturies and
Hills, efce. =~

Seventhly - Missioneries snd school masters sent emongst
the Tribes :

Eighthly - Linits and Boundearies fixzed between the Trlbe%
glloting to each Tribe ce:"tain Grounds - os Hunting Grounds, efc. -

Winthly - All the tribes now residing within the linmit¢
of the United Csnadss to be sent West of the MMississippl as part
of this confederagy - The property now belonging to them to be pur-
chased by Gov't end paid by yearly Instalments in presents and part
in paylng the expences of thelr removd .

Tenthly - All the expences in this undertaking to be
paid by the Sovereigns af Europe amd their independance &ealareﬁva‘
Consuls from each Pm#ar - gppointed to reside st the seat of Govern-
xﬁant and sn smnusl allowsnce mafle by each Zuropesn Gov't to support
this GQ% Por o limited number of years - until every thing waa
fully settled and the different tribes reconeciled to the change and
subjected to this one Power. All which is submitted to -

H.B. An ln&apen&:ant confederacy of this kind is the only
Barrier sgainst the unbounded wish of the emericen republic to
possess oll N.Amerieca - the only wgy to 1imit their territory and
prevent %gvgeting the Oregon Territdry and Celifornis - The
only safety to Cemeda - and much better then & doz'n regiments and
gtrong For tresses or éﬁgggé-offenﬁive and defensive. i%ej%flhes
~ West end North west of the Mississippl may be computed at 565000

Warriors =~



Jd v. Cornwall _ Sunday Night

My dear Sir _
After bidding good bye to the ladies this day —

. ¢ adjourned to the cheequered Tavern _ loaded down with the

Diables Blue fealing‘foi the first time since leaving England—
particularly . 4@ — AONgsome & feeling as if I had perted
with something more than what are ¢ p (in the Vorlds yar=-
lance) termed friends — and therefore after hailing the landlord
for a tumbler of beer —.t0 choke down my emotions — & a pipe %o
puff away care, 1 sat down like a spollt child, and vented a
shower of tears — ( black ones ) on the only morsel of paper tc
be obtained, {a dirty Half sheet).. and dedicating it mentally

to yourself .. and calling it an acrostic — and myself a vagabond—

I took liberty of Znclosing Tt to the Editor of The Ubserver —
more for its truth than any merit I believe it to possess being

a bona fide rimpromptu”

This Acrostic is dedicated to J McD.. Greys Creek with every
sentiment of esteem & regerd by a "Vagabond”

¢irt by s belt of Poplar .. stately tree -
Redolent with the breath of "River Sea"
Embosomed 'mid a wood of aspect grand

Your charms sweet spot; wnrivalled in this land
Seduced my wanderings, But coh far more
Commanded my respect, since on shore

Receiving welcome, to yon house I strayed

Each day regretting less that 1 delayed

Even though causing me a Parting pein

Kind friends adieu @ God grent we meet again
This effusion my dear sir seemed to have forced itself from me —
as if inborn. :

Had I been perhaps more myself— I would have dome better
justice to a subject — which at precent at least ongrosses much
of my thoughts ...

It is owing to your having made me takke some paper off
your table this morning that 1 am ensbled toc write to you —
You have heard nc doubt that poor Finden was out
all night last among the islends . _
Yours most truly

)
- f&
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Kingston 29tk Sept. 1842

My dear Sir, -
1 am favored with your letter regarding L% Colonel Macdonells
affray with Colonel Turner which I deeply lament should ever have taken
place not merely on his own account but for the sske of the memory of his
worthy Father, who I knew as a smart excellent Officer in the Peninsula.
I am most happy to szy the affair is totally out of my juris-
diction and I am heartily glad not having anything to do with what is so
extremely unfortunate, and imust carefully abstain from mixing myself up
with it
I am happy %o ssy that one of my most recent English letters
gives me the pleasing intelligence that Sir Archibald and Lady Campbell
are both in better health than when last in London — Sir John and Lady
Buchan were then staying with them on a visit at Carth —
I remain
My dear Sir
Yours most faithfully
R Armstrong
Major Genersal

John Macdonald Esq¥®



Regarding Reserves for Indians

To Justice Draper,

Gray's Creek., 25th July, 1857.

It is my humble opinion, Hon'ble 8ir, tho' the
short-sighted mass may think otherwise, that you will gain
immortal Honour by getting the Territories beyond the Height
of Land which I have described set apart as a reserve for
generations of natives yet unborn and the lis Be Cos appointed -
at least for a definite time - as trustees for them - under
certain rules and restrictions.

I appeal to your own sense of Justice to thbae poor
Indians - Look what a poor set they are amongst Whites. ine
deavour then to keep them in their primitive state - glse the
day w come when the British or Canad Gov 't must 9
them., All the natives north of the Sascatchewan are what we
call the 8trcng}Wood Indians. The Bow and Arrow is of little
use to them, 7They must have supports BSouth of that river are
what we call the Plain and Prairie Indians alld ¢an live inde-
pendent of Whites - they are here Yo-day and 100 miles off to-
morrow towards the lissouri,.

Wnat adventage will it be to Canada if the whole
country is laid open to all the interlopers in the world in
less than ten years. JFurs and all the enimel trive would be
gone for ever - is it not better to make it last for ever as
it is - and allow the Natives to support themselves rather

than to become & burden to Gov't,



This arrangement I am sure the He Be Coe will
readily come into - for a limited time more or less.

It is a very great error to think that Furs are
very plentiful - This Silver or Black Fox spoken of is rare.
1 do not think in 20 years I ever saw 20 such Foxes and the
annual He Be Co,. returns may show how many they annually get
from the whole country.

By the Crown setting apart the country as a reserve,
would not that settle the point in dispute at once %

If I suggest anything to your better judgment I shall
be glad of it,.

Within the Limits I have described we have room
enough for all the Population of Great Iritain.

I have the Honour to be Hon'ble 8ir Your Ob'dt Serv't

John lceDonald,

Justice Draper,



Howick, 31 July, 1857.

Dear 81ir:

I thank you for your letter which found me here.
We disagree in no respect regarding a gettlement of the
Fudson's Bay matter. The only doubt I have is whether
Canada will be disposed to undertake the sxpense of the
government of any portion of the territory now desired,
when it is placed in her options And your experience will
tell you in what a precarious condition the peace of the
whole frontier will be placed, if while our authority was
superceded no other efficient cne was substituted for it,
As it appears to me, the whole agitation has arisen from
a desire on the part of Mr, Kennedy and some of his assoc=
jates to re-open the fur trade, which, you also know, will
be as ruinous to themselves as to the whole Indian territory
west of Lake Lapluis, and especially in the Southern dig-
tricts, When the question is settled here, as I presume it
will be, in pursuance of the recomuendation of the Committes,
all agitation will cease, except in public disputes, and in
these the Directors of the Company will be much more anxious
to consult than to oppose the wishes of the people of Canada.
It is much moretheir interest to have the good will and
support of Canada in protecting their fur trade tuan to re-
main possessors of an acre of land whiich can be really use-
ful to others,

I may have undervalued the facilities of settlement
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on the Red River and on the Assiniboine, The experience

of the agriculturists in the former has not been favourable,
The winters have Leen severe, the locusts have made great
destruction now and then, and the overflowing of the river
has mede some parts of the country swampy. But I may be in
error in supposing these greater impediments than they are to
the success of colonization. But my grestest doubt was as to
the probability of any spontaneous immigration when so much
land was 8%ill unoocupied in districte in ﬁpper Canada better
circumstanced, and the difficulties attending all successful
gsettlement, when there were no neighbouring settlers, and no
facilities of market and export. Thus, & want of taxable
means to pay the expenses cof & government, But these are
guestione for the consideration of Canada, in which the Hudson's
Bay Compeny is no further concerned than in an indemnity for
money they may have laid out in the country required from them
and in a sufficient authority bLeing established in the ceded
territory for the preservation of peace and order, If the
country to the South of Chief Justice Draper's line shall be
decided not to belong to them, on the proposed reference to
the Privy Council, then of course they have still less claims
to a voice in the matter,

I don't think you will find these opinions differ
much from those you express, People in Cansda suppose I have
& deep interest in the matter. I have between 2 or 3,000
stock in the Hudson's Bay Company. But I am the only person
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left of those who could have protected the intereats of
your old associates, the Factors and Traders in the Interior,
end I have felt it ny duty to stand by them, both from old
associations end the rightful claim they had on any assiste
ance I could give them, and I am wholly regardless of the
abuse of these when dissent in this agitation has Leen to
deprive them of their means or existence for which, you
know, they have worked so hardly snd made so many sacrifices,
I am, Dear 8ir,
Your faithful servant,
lidwe Hllice,

John McDonald, Fsq,



Balbirnie
¥arkinch,
6th August, 1857,

Dear Sir:

I answered your former letters last week,
Anpother dated the 20th of last month has reached me here,
We differ as little in the opinions expressed in this last
letter as in the former ones, ;Whe real danger to all parties
is from the influence these disputes and disagreements, with
respect to the liudson's Bay Company, may have on the restless
pepulation of all descriptions on the Red River and the ad-
joining prairies on either side of the line. MNr. Kennedy's
agitation will not have injured the case., But there is no
reason to fear any serious danger from any bad feeling on
the part of the Half Breeds towards the Company's curtail-
ments. On the contrary, they are too much depsndant upon
them for employment and supplies; and I have also undcrstood.v
too sensible of the good trestment they have received and the
advantages of the connection, to wish to change masters for
the mixed races of American and Canadian speculators, who
alone could succeed to the Hudson's Bay Company. You say,
why not give up the charter ? Nobody wishes to maintain it
longer than is necessary, or until some avthority can be
gsubstituted which can assume the responsibility now thrown
upon the Company of doing its best to maintain order and
peace in the Country., Will the Canadian Governﬁenﬁ undertake

the responsibility and tie expense attendant on maintaining



the necessary officers for the administration of govern-
ment and justice 7 I doubt it exceedingly, when the pre-
sent agitation with respect to the fur trade has subsided.
¥het will they gain by it ? But if they are so inclined,
the Fudson Bay Company are not likely to Le very unreason-
sble in the terms on which they would diepose ultimately
of the Red River settiement, but of thelir wuole territory,
rights and charter, retaining as you propose, more for the
sake of their Traders in the interior than for tue Share-
holders in ingland, the exciusive right of trading for a
definite period, It will be found, as many other things
in thie world, a poesession mwors coveted before its value
is known, than when it 1s asgertained, and, I suggest,

not so acceptable when really placed within their offer, or when
there appeared more difficulty in acquiring it.

What is essential for the moment is the best tempor-
ary arrangement than can be made. Since I left town, the
Committee has made thelr request, in which the Chairman,
the first Secretary of State, Lord John Russell, and Sar I.
pParkington, tWo .., have concurred, but from which Mr.
Gladstone has dissented, There was, however, no difference
of opinion, as I understand, with regard to the expediency
of renewing the trading license to the Iudson's Bay Company .
In all other matters, as I have said before, the Governuent
snd public of Canada may be assured the Government here will

be much more disposed to do wiiat they wish than what the
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sudson's Pay Compeny may desire - even if there were the
least probability of cbjection on their part, It is mueh
more essentisl to the Company to have the support and good
will of Cenads in mainteining such grants of tueir Privie
leges and suthority as it may be expedient to leave with
them for the sake of order énd‘pe&oa in the Indian countries,
than to contest points with either the Govermment of Toronto
or Downing Street which can be of no ultimate advantage to
themselves,

I say temporary arrvangement. Inough for the day
is the avil thereof. The writer, and most far-seeing men
in Censda, cannot tell how the fate of the Hudson's Bay
Territory, or of others neatﬁhama. may be influenced by
incidents end asccidents within the next twenty-one years -
the term of the renewal of the license. .If lir. Rennedy
could heve his own way - you, who have some experience of
the Indien trade, can inform your neighbours - who would
have the advantage in the conflict of interests ﬁh&t would
follow ? The Hudson's Bay Company snd Canada might have the
two shells, but there are others on the wateh for the 1issue
of these broils who would undoubtedly enjoy what was left
of the oysbter - if it was not destroyed in the contest,

Yours very faitufully
Edw, Ellice.
{John KeDonald, Bsqal

I will not send your letters to the Culef Justice

(Draperl, for I do not know his address, but the Committee






Glenquish, 1l4th Sept., 1857,

Dear 8ir

I acknowledge, merely to thank you for your
letter of the 20th August, [ answered your former ones
more from respect for an old North Wester than with any
intention of entering into & controversy - or at least
a continued one, on the Hudson's Bay Co. affairs.

That Compony smet be either abolished or maine
talned 80 as %o Le useful %o the publio, and profitable
to the Tradere, They will not accept the condition of
being piaegd between two stools, or incur the risk of
losing tha‘charaater they have maintained every where,
except with & few people who hoped foolishly to be able
to compete with them in the Mur Trade - for the last forsy
years. They nust wind up their affairs and transfer the
administration of the country to Canada, or our Colonial
0ffice, whenever it shall be the pleasure of either, or
both, to undertake the responsibility of it. Their case
is simply stated in the letter of Mr, Shepherd, the Chairman
of the Company, to the Sec'y to State, iaid before the Com!
of the House of Cammons, and printed with the reports. You
and I, at all events, shall never live to see Rail Roads
made from Canada to the Red River or Saskatchewan to connect

the prairie with these flourishing settlements which are



foretold in Loth § When I see even a road made bLetween
Lake Superior and Lake Winnipeg by which a waggonm can
travel - or & boat and a waggon can gonvey goods on reason=
able terms to the interior - I shall begin to believe the
further speculations of a visionary, And even in this case,
unless all things in Americe are marvellously changed since
I knew them, no such road could be mamintained, or kept in
repair, without sufficient settlements on the whole line.
liere I muet beg leave to close our Correspondence.
1 do so with great feelings of rpapect for you and some
admlratzdg.at your:age, with your aspirations for progress,
wore roquired.evan thean the progress we have both witnessed
in America.
Yours faithfully
Hdwe Hlllce.

John Mebonald, £E8qe



Gart 15th April [58.

Hontble and Dear 8ir:

In perusal of the message regarding the H.B.
Territory from the Home Gov't laid before you, I shall
endeavour as briefly as I éan to give you my views upon
the subject in addition to what I have already said - a
link missing in the chain may injure the whole.

The Canadas cannot afford to manage that Territory
as it must be, if taken from the H.B. Co.

I would therefore recommend the formation of three
geparate colonys, viz - The Territory I have described within
the boundery mentioned to you, from the 8traits of Belleisle
to the Rocky M'ts as one Colony, the second from the Height
of Land of the Rocky M'ts to the Pacific, South to 49, and
North to the Russian Territory. The third, Vancouver's
Island, ZXach of those colonys surely will be extensive
enough to form one Province, or Kingdom of itself,

Suppose it so - then it will be necessary to descend
to particulars.

Suppose the first to be called The Red River Colony
or Province, and the Port of Intry to be, as it must necess-
~arily bve, The Bay of Kaministiquia at Fort William in Lake
Superior. Thus giving that Bay - from Cape Tonere, with
20,000 acres fit for settlement mentioned by Mr, Hind, due
North to the Height of Land already mentioned to you as form-
ing the Bounday between a reservation to the H.B. Co. and the
Canadas, Thus we have the Colony or Province of Red River

circumscribed and of itself extensive enough to contain the



Population of Burope.

It will Follow that the Home Gov't is to have the
sole management of this new Province, The first step re-
quired will be to give free grants to settlers on the Bay
of Kaministiguia, with the right to any mines (Gold or Silver
excepted ) they may discover. I perfectly agree with Mr, Hind
that settlements from Fort William to Lac La Pluis River must
be partial. This River, I think, is susceptible of a large
emigration, about helf way there is & narrow which forms a
gentle fell - this fall way be easily overcome by widening
the River to the general width, in which case there would
be no impediment to the N.W, point of Lac du Bois at Portage
des Rats - for Steam Boats - and Ly a couple of locks at the
Portage bLetween Lac La Pliuis and River La Piuis the navigat-
ion would be extended across lLac La Pluis. Then we would
have to overcome the distance from Fort William to Lac La
Pluis.and from Lac du Bois to Fort Alex'r at the entrance of
Lac Winipeg - then the navigation to Red River would be com-
plete as well as to the Grand Rapid on the end of Lac Winipeg -
and then but 1little would be required to extend the whole to
the North Sascatchewan, There are, however, rapids in this
River above Cumberland House of perhaps 25 miles which would
require to be overcome before getting to the Preairies. No
falls but a strong current running perhaps 7 knots - and at
low water shallow,

I am not acquainted with the country between the
River Kaministiquia and Lac de Pieres d Fusil (Flint Lake ).
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I cannot speak of it, but I know and have traveled Uy a
River from Ksministiguia to evoid the long portage (Portage
des Chiene ) at the Height of Land from Kaministiguia to
River Le Sevens running toverds Lac La Pluis. .

Thus heve I described the route. I shall now en-
deavour to follow the messsge.

I see no necessity to discuss the validity of the
charter if we get what we want of the Territory, in this
Gov't is right, The dispute would arise between Canada and
the He Be Co. Neither would we require arbitration - the
limits I have described are all we want,

If & new colony - It would be at the ccsﬁ and under
the rule of the Sritish Gov't and its colonists -~ and at no
gosts to Canads - under the administration and Protection of
the Pritish Cov't,

The renewal of & further license to the parts of the
Territory which I have already described north of said Bound-
ary - I consider that 20 years is too short a period for ob-
vioue reasons - I would extend it to 50 or 100 years.

It is not required that the H. B. Cos, should vacate
the country all at once or at all., What is required is to
recede as population advances and that the He Bs Co. should
renounce all}eontrol or sovereignty over any part of the

country south of a fixed BDoundary.
Neither will it be required that the H, B, Co.

should renounce a right to trade as all others - Her Majesty's
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subjects - within the limits of the Province or Colony. It
will be sbsolutely necessary for them to carry on the Pemican
Trade, both in Red River and the Sascatchewan - and allow
them some necessary privileges for this purpose.

But I do not see tuat in this case there 1is any
right invested in them to any claim of compensation, In
the first place let us refer to F't William., The North West
Co, were Sguatters, and the H., Bs Co. has no better title,
It may be necessary for them to retain that settlement as a
post of communication to the interior. Let them do so, but
not with the right of soil. Unless the British Gov't requires
it for a vurpose, I see no cause for compensatiocn. It is no
place of Defence should such be required. The first Portage
can eagily be rendered impregnabvle at no great expense, Neither
do I see any necessity for compensation for any other Posts
in the interior, as the Co'y will have the right to retain all
those posts for their own free trade, or sell such posts to
any individuals who may wish to purchase for farming purposes,
I would, however, except from tihis general rule the Stone Forts
on Red River if req'd by Gov't for military purposes, tho' in
my opinion they are not in the proper places. Higher up the
River, at River La Sourie or River ('Appelle, or rather Lac
St,. Heléns. where I mentioned would be more advisable stations,
viz - at the head and not at the tail of any settlements - they
are where they are as & check upon the settlers only, and no

defence against an enemy on any disputed Boundary.
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If Gov't intends to keep up a line of Fortifications
to secure the frontier from squatters, etc., I see no other
than a military fort at Lake 8t. Helens, and Pewbina - in the
Red River Dis't - and I see no other route thah Bow River
(the South Branch of the Sascatchewan)., I know no other river
to bring them nearer the frontier, except it may be some
tributary to the Bow River, above Fort Chesterfield, and a
Post perhaps at the Great Bend of the South Branch, It is a
beautiful spot, with a gentle ascent, entirely Prairie, I
' think at the Deer River above Fort Chesterfield would be
eligible., This Deer River takes its raise in the M'ts near
the sources of the Sascatchewan, I see no other way where
Frontier Forts could be built but by this route. The Red
River Stone Forts can be of no future use.

I must express the impropriety of any Fisheries
being carried on, except for private use or for the use of
the settlements, particularly within the limits of the Terri-
tory reserved for the natives, as the natives solely depend on
fish in some parts - fisheries supply them, the Lakes supply
the Rivers, etc,

In regard to Vancouver Island, and the N. West coast.
If the 'H, B, Co. retiree entirely from those parts, I should
think that they are entitled to some remuneration for their
improvements -~ if they remain in such parts, why ask for any
remuneration. They paid nothing for possession, why ask for
more then improvements -~ they gave nothing, why expect anything.

If Boundaries are fixed between what we may call the
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colony end the exclusive right of the He B. Co., surely the

He Be Cow has no right to expect that the cclony has to defend
their Boundaries., They must heve the right to watch over thei:
own Territory as a farmer must wateh over his own field of
corn, and if they find any trespassers they should have the
right to pound such as a farmer has the right to pound his
Weighbour's Pigs.

The country west of the Americen Pembina Settlement
along 49, I consider & dry unwatered waste until near the
M'ts, But a8 nigh to it as possible we ought to keep a pro-
gressive paraliel pace with our Neighbours in order to keep
tlhiew &t home, and I see no other way than by the South
Sascatchewan,

A line N, Westward from the Red River Settlement
to the sources of tie 8Sascatchiewan in Red Deer River, I con-
sider the best route for a Rall Road. I see no impediments

until near the Gorges of tne lMountains,



¥y Dear 8ir:

You will think me a bad correspondent for I
did not answer your last letter, but really we are so
hard worked here that time is taken up fully., The sub-
ject of the ludson's Bay Territory, etc., on which you
gave me such valuable information and the whole of which
letters I have carefully fyled away toc refer to when the
subject comes up, has not yet been considered, but just
now there is & Pill before the Railroad Committee on
which I am very desirous to get your opinion, for I have
my great doubts of the prudence of giving such powers to
e Compeny ae are there sought., It is & Bill entitied "aAn
Act to incorporate the North West Transportation & Irade
Company®, & copy of which I enclose to you. The parties
gsay it is only the opening out 6f the old North West Houte,
88 used by the old Company. I fear there may be found great
danger in giving powers there sought to a set of speculators
without much capital. I think that they may forestall &
better regulated company when the time comes, and that in
the mesn time we run the risk of embroiling the Country in
a war with the Indians that may cost the Prqvinae a good
deal for having given them a charter, and one to even buy
lands from the Indians, They will expect the Province to
protect them in perhaps their unjust overreaching of the
Indians, snd, further, they may come in collision with the
Tudson'e Bay Trading Posts, eto, and perhaps ruin in a few






Grey's Oreek, 8Sat'y, 9th July, 1858,

Hontble Bir: :

fhet there are fine countrys Weet of us, at present
a8 1t were useless, there is no doubt of, particularly ne daubt
eg far se regards my own obeervation, because I have seen most
parte of the territory fit for sgricultural purposes, 7o make
that country available there must be a suiteble, expeditious,
and easy camﬁunicaﬁion. Tnis must Le the Grand Point in view
for the consideration of a Grand Nation. 7That there is Gold
on the Western route,as well as coal and other minerals on
the whole route, there is se little doubt of., The communicat-
ien, therefore, ought to be commensurate with the object in
prospect - namely, upon & Grand Scele worthy of a Great Nation,.
Congider for & moment the result - The riches of Asia taken in
e few weeks to Fraser's Hiver, and from Steamer in as many days
to liontreel, end from Steamer in ten days to the London Market.

Ky dear 8ir, this cannot bLe dune by & amall company
with a capital of one or two hundred thousand pounds. Such s
company would be only throwing obstecles in the way of a great
scheme, No. Let things remain in Status Quo. The English
Fation will srouse soon to take active measures for such an
accomplishment,

whé Territery in question is only accessible at few
pointa, Hudson's Bay - either Ly the present route of the
Hy B Co's Boats - by Nelson Kiver - or & way might be opened

by James Bey - to the 8, Hast end of Lake ¥Winnipeg to Red River



offers an acoessible point - where the lazy H, Be Co's ships
meke one annuali voyage ~ steem vessels might be expected to
make threes The distance cannct be nuch more than to Quebec,

Another route may be opened by a rail roasd from
Montreal direct to Red Hiver - by the Ottama, Lake Nirissing
and keeping north of all the large lakes,

But I fanoy the route at present contemplated will
be the chosen one - viz, from the shores of Lake Superior -
The Height of Land from Fort William, viz, Portage des Chiens,
is very light - perhaps a more eligible departure may be found
with less ascent,

Sow if the present Parliament should think it proper
to give a charter to the present projecting company - I see no
greet hindrance to the Bill, The Indiens must be paid for a
right of way., Yney never exacted such from the Iraders, as
their object was different, There will be no great denger
Ffrow eny difficulties with them, at least until getting into
the Prairies, as they are there more in numbers and entirely
independent, <The route will etill lie within the limits I
have in nmy foirmer letters o you desoribed as a Roundary be-
tween the Canadas and the Territory which I thought necessary
to retain by the Crown as a reserve, north of what I should
call 2ll thet was required for Imigration, fThe country being
all I may say strong woods, or what we called Bois Forts,

The natives called the Strong Wood Indiens. Some deviation

I yust mention from seid Boundary - viz, & more northerly cour:
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by the way of the Sascatchewsn - say from Fort (George (once
called ) to a more nortierly pass in the Rocky Mountains to
get to Fraser's River,

I would object to such s company exchanging bad
for good lands, except in the same locality -~ I would not
allow them a jump or leap from Lake Superior to the rich Valley
of the Sascstchewan, there to occupy the whole Valley, and
leave & wilderness bLeshind them,

There is anothier consideration., Would they make
a reil road enfficlient “cr all commerce of India and China, or
if canals, would they make them large enough for vessels of
burden sufficient for not oniy tne commerce of India, but for
the Fur Trade and the productions of the country. I am of
opinion that such a capital would go but a iittle way on the
proposed scheme, Pray, wy dear 8ir, How long, in what time,
would suth a cowpany finish a road to Fraser's River at the
rate of 100 miles in 5 years., We cannot wait in this age of
apeed Ly Steem and Telegraph thue longe. Ko member of the
present House now in Toronte would live to lsndle a dollar's
worth of Praser's River Gold, nor any inhabitant of Toronto,
neither would their small capital Liild a couple necessary
Bridges perhaps.

Thus, ry dear 8ir, 1 heve thrown together ny ideas
in as brief a manner as I can in regerd to the Bill before
the House to incorporate a company for the Northh %West Trans-

portations, whether such shall correspond with your own and
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