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THE RALDL OR PORT ARTHUR.

ééﬁ distinguished writer conjectures that the real programme of Yamagata’s Army was, not to procee.d to
Moukden, as all the world had been made to understand, but to conduct such a campaign in Manchuria as
might attract China’s attention to that region, and thus divert her strength from the vital parts of her defen.
sive organization, the Ligu-tung peninsula and the Gulf of Pechili. Though not possible to ascertain whether
this conjecture was the correct explanation of the operations of the First Army, the result was the
same ; for the defence of Port Arthur, the key of the Gulf of Pechili, was considerably weakened in order to
despatch a portion of its garrison to reinforce Chiu-lien. In fact the commander Sung himself went to -its
relief and the port fell while he was wandering about after being routed at Chiu-lien. Port Arthur was the
strongest fortress in the East, its construction occupying the space of 20 years and costing the Chinese Gov-
ernment not less than 200,000,000 yen, and yet it was taken in less than 10 hours. The battle began just be-
fore dawn on the z1st of November. The First Division under Lieut.-General Yaﬁmaji attacked it from the
west, the mixed Brigade under Major-General Hasegawa from the east, and the heavy artillery occupied a
position in the centre. The battle opened with a tremendous connonade from the field guns and siege pieces
of the invaders, to rouse the enemy from his slumbers ; and soon afterwards the infantry led by Major-Gener-
al Nishi, who commanded a portion of the First Division, suddenly made their appearance under the para-
pet oi the most westerly of the Itszshan forts.
The threatened fort now recieved a hail of shot and shell from over 40 guns, while the rest of the artil-
lery devoted its fire to the three other forts on that face. The enemy, nothing daunted by this furious at-
tack, fought stubbornly, replying to the Japaneserfire not only with the guns of the Ifszshan forts, but also
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with the heavy pieces mounted in the sea-forts. The Japanese gunnery, hower, was far superior to that of
the enemy. Every shot took effect, and in a very short time the most westerly fort was so battered that the
infantry stormed it without much difficulty. The three other Itszshan forts met with a similar fate, and by a
little after 8 A. M. the four forts on this face where in the hands of the Japanese. Meanwhile, the Japanese
fleet, moving over to the west of the promontory, brought the enemy’s northward line of retreat under its guns,
and the fugitives were consequently driven to take refuge at Laotieshan near the extremity of the Peninsula,
The artillery now advancing, took up a favorable position within easy range of the Sumgshushan forts, and
commanded the second attack. The soldiers garrisoning these forts had prepared for flight so soon as they
saw the fate that overtook the I#szshan fortifications. A few well directed shell settled their business, and»
without awaiting the infantry attack, they fled pell-mell. Meanwhile, the troops on the left wing had been
conducting their operations vigorously. The Mixed Brigade had no field guns, and there was no possibility
of using siege guns successfully. Employing mountain pieces only, it was found difficult to make any great
impression on the enemy’s parapets. But the troops that had captured the Ifszshan forts, now joined vehe.
mently in the assault of the Rhlungshan position, abvancing from the rear, and the enemy, attacked thus from
two directions, abandoned the works. It was now noon. All the forts forming the land defences of the
place had fallen, and it was resolved to proceed with the assault of the forts on the sea front in the afternoon,
Among these the most important was that on the Hwang-chin hill. This fort alone had taken a really active
and effective part in the defence, directing its fire at long range not only against the assailants of the Ltsgs
shan, Sungshushan, and Rhlungshan parapets, but also against the position assumed by the Japanese field and
mountain guns. It was, in fact, the key of the position, and it was approachable from every side, The
Japanese General resolved, therefore, that the assault on the sea-front forts must commence with Hwang-
chinshan, and the Second Regiment was ordered to attack it in conjunction with the whole of the field artil-
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lery. The Regiment at once advanced making its way through the town of Port Arthur, and killing a number of
Chinese soldiers e» youte. At five o’clock the port was taken, and it was decided to postpone the assault of
the forts lying westward until the next day. But during the night, their defenders fled, and when the Jap-
anese attacking columns moved forward next morning, not a foe was to be seen. Thus the whole of the
forts, over 20 in number, on the land and sea sides, fell into the possessign of the Japanese.

In this battle the Chinese losses were appalling. The total killed in Port Arthur and neighborhood
numbered about 2,500 and in Chin-chow and neighborhood about 2,000 ; in all, 4,500. There were 355 pris-
oners taken. Altogether, therefore, the total loss may be put at 5,000 ; and as the Chinese that garrisoned
the forts are estimated at about 15,000, one in every three was either killed or captured. Against this the
Tapanese had only 1 officer and 14 rank and file killed'; and 8 officers and 1go rank and file wounded. Even
if the loss in the skirmishes fought in the neighborhood of Port Arihur previous to the general assault be
added, it does not matter much ; for only 1 officer was killed and 2 others wounded,and 13 rank and file killed
and 33 others wounded, Some foreign newspaper correspondents seem to think that the Japanese were
guilty of having perpetrated a sort of massacre in Port Arthur. But this is an exaggeration, as attested by
other foreigners who accompanied the Japanese Army. The truth is when the Chinese were driven out of their
fastness they disguised themselves in an incredibly, short time, and made themselves appear like peaceful
citizens In this way they frequently surprised and wounded the Japanese, who discovered this cowardly
trick and either shot or cut down all such disguised soldiers. Real merchants must have run away into
some safe retreats when the battle began and there must have been very few in the streets of Port Arthur, it
any at all. Some allowance must also be made for a highly excited feeling into which they had been
wrought, on seeing the horribly mutilated remains of a few Japanese that fell in the skirmishes of the preced-
ing days. Perhaps there may be no necessity to enumerate the spoils of war that fell into the hands of the
Japanese in this battle ; it is enough to say that the whole perfect equipment of Port Arthur worth 200,000,000
tacls changed ownership in a few hours.
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THE CRPTURE OR THBIE.N.

%ALIEN BAY in one of the best naval harbours in the Orient. It is very deep and when in full tide a

large steamer may come very close to the shore. It is about 7% miles across. It affords a better anchor-
age than Port Arihur, and was thereforea favorable haunt of the Chinese Northern Squadron. On three
elevations overlooking the Bay-a fort of the newest _pattern stands. That on the promontory protruding out
into the centre of the Bay consists of three batteries, In all 80 guns were mounted, the heaviest having been
24 centimeters. As soon as Chin-chow was taken, without a moment’s rest, two regiments were despatched
to the attack of this strong-hold situated about 8 miles distant. The Japanese Fleet was to help the army
in the attack as far as possible. With that purpose Admiral Ito’s Fleet steamed from its anchorage early
on the morning of the 6th Nov., and by half-past 7 A. M. of the next day, they steamed between the three
islands that lie at the entrance of the Bay,and the watch-tower standing at its eastern extremity. A Squad-
ron was ordered to reconnoitre the interior of the Bay, and a few minutes later the sound of its guns fired at
one of the forts was twice heard. Then the Principal Squadron composed of the best men-of-war took its
place and moved a little further into the Bay, the flag-ship Matsushima opening fire at the fort on the
northern extremity of the entrance. To all this connonading from the Japanese ships not an answering shot

was fired from the shore. While all those inthe ships were wondering what this meant, a white flag was seen
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a few minutes later floating over the fort on the middle promontory, and several steam launches were des-
patched to ascertain what was meant. The lauuches returned with the news that the flag had been hoisted
‘by the Japanese troops and that they were in possession. It was afterward learnt that when early on the
morning of the 7th, the van of the invading column reached 2 pbarrack that stood some distance away from the
forts only one China-man was found, and he asleep and that when the van withithrobbing heart slowly climb-
ed up the steep hills on which the forts stood, and then rushed at them with terrible force, encountered not a
$ingle foe, and thus forts whose construction cost four'years of hard labor and hundreds of thousands of
taels, fell into the hands of the Japanese, without their suffering the least injury.

Both the foreigners that accompanied Marshal Oyama’s Army and the Japanese officers, and they are
men who have inspected forts in Europe, are unanimous in rating the defences of Talien superior to those in
Aden, Gibraltar, or Cronstadt. The equipment was so perfect, and the natural strength of the position so
great, that they thought it would have been easy for a garrisou numbering only a thousand, successfully to re-
sist the attack of an enemy twenty or thirty times their size, for several months. Indeed the officers and
“men who were ordered to attack Talien expected such a stout a resistance that they all looked forward to ’

death on the field. The craven-hearted garrison must have numbered above three thousand.
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The Occupation of Talien by the Japanese.
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THE RALL OR CHIN-CHOW.

5T was on the 24th of Oct. that the Second Army commanded by Field-Marshal Connt Oyama landed at
Kwa-Yuen-Kiu, some miles north of Chin-chow. Chin-chow is a walled town lying at the junction of the two
main roads of the Peninsula one of which passes northward along the east coast to Taku-shan and the Yalu
river ; the other, along the west coast to Newchang and Shan-hai-kwan. It may be considered as an out-post
of Port Arthur which is situated twelve miles to the south. A little south of it, the Peninsula narrows to a
neck which measures about 23 miles from coast to coast, and so, all things considered, the Chinese ought to
have met the enemy which a determined front. But the place fell in two hours ; and this without any such
stout resistance as the defenders of Pyong-yang offered. The invading army advanced upon the’enemy in
three columns, the right wing lead by Lieut.-General Yamaji from the Newchang road, the left wing under
Major-General Nogi from the Chin-chow road which runs along the eastern coast of the Peninsula, and the
centre under Colonel Kono, also along the same road, but after the left wing had started and taken the posi-
tion assigned to it, Nogi’s column advanced first ; and after a few gun fires were exchanged between its
van aud the garrison the remaining two columns began to move. It was about 5 o’clock in the morning that
the three columns reached the vicinity of the stronghold. For about half an hour cannonading was kept up

between the invadersand the garrison ; but as soon as the enemy gave some signs of wavtring, the Lieut.-
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General ordered the bugle-men to blow quick, stirring notes, asasignalfor a general assault. At this the inva=
ders with the speed and violence of a hurricane rushed toward the castle with terrible war cries. This was

about half past 8 A. M. But the wall of the castle was strong and high, and moreover the defenders fired at
the enemy through loopholes constructed in the wall. The invaders were equal to the occasion. General

Yamaji gave orders to the Engineering corps to blow up the Northern Gate of the castle. It was a desi)er-
ate task, for the defenders still kept on firing through the loop-holes. Nevertheless, an Ensign led a party
close under the wall, and laid a box of gun-cotton against the gate, and it was soon shattered by the explo®
sion. Through the breach thus made the intrepid company rushed in and blew open the second Gate in the
Same manner. The garrison appear to have been demoralized by this performance, and, before the main bod-
y of the Japanese could enter, they fled in the direction of Post Arthur.” The castle fell into the hands of
the Japanese at 10 A. M., or two hours after the attack was opened. To do justice to the defenders, it ought
to be added that they numbered only 1,100 men, of all arms, and so fought at great odds. The Japanese
casualities weré only about a dozen wounded, but not a single soldier killed. The Chinese killed by the fire
of the Japanese numbered about 200 including soldiers ond people who were living in the fort. The spoils
found were numerous. The small arms aggregated over I,000 stands and the guns totalled 229, both of
which were mostly of the newest type. Several magazines well stockeq with ammunition were also found

in the castle. In addition to those articles of war 2,000 bales of rice, 1,000 koku (5130 bushels) of millet, and

and so forth were siezed as prizes of war,
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THREB GBNBRALS OR THE SEGOND RRMV.

FIELD-MARSHAL COUNT OYAMA.

IELD-MARSHAL COUNT OYAMA is a Satsuma man. He is a younger brother of that Oyama whd
was the Governer of Kagoshima when the elder Saigo revolted against the Government, and who was be-

headed for having secretly joined the rebels. His excellency has from his youth been marked by uncommon
ability, he and Admiral Count Saigo, who is a relative of his enjoying the reputation of being the two clever-
est young men in Satsuma. Shortly after the Restoration he was despatched to Switzerland to study mili.
tary science ; and when he returned he was at once appointed Major-General. When the Kumamoto bigots
rose in rebellion in 1876 he was despatched to supress them. In the civil war of the elder Saigo, which oc.
curred the next year, he was one of the Generals ordered by the Emperor to take steps against the rebels.
Next year he was promoted to the rank of Lieut.-General. Two years later he assumed the portfolio of the
Department. In 1883 the Marshal was ordered to proceed to Europe to look into the military condition of
the various powers. On his return a considerable change was in ingurated in the military system of Japan_

which he was relieved to be appointed commander of the second corps. It was the division under his com-
mand that drove out the Chinese from the Liautung Peninsula.
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LIEUT..GENERAL BARON YAMAJI. (The one-eyed Hero.)

Lieut.-General Baron Yamaji, the commander of the Tokyo Army now in the Liautung Peninsula, hails
from Tosa. Fearless and of unusual strong determination he is the ideal warrior of Japan. While in his
boyhood he met with an accident when climbing a tree and had his right eye severely injured. He then

«thrust his finger into his eye and dug it out of its socket. This is the cause of the blindness in his right eye.
Both in the War of the Restoration and that of Satsuma he was highly distinguished. When the latter civ-
il war was suppressed he was promoted from Lieut-Colonel to a Colonel, and now he is a Lieut.-General.
The capture of Pori Arthur was largely due to his strategy and bravery. When he left Japan to invade Chi-
na, he declared that he wonld not set his feet again on his native soil unless he captured Peking; and it is
quite likely that he will be the first to lead troops under the walls of the Chinese capital.

MA]OR-GENERAL NOGI.

The Major-General is one of the most distinguished officers that have come from Choshiu. His simplic-
ity both in temper and habit is widely known in military circles. In the civil war ot Satsuma he was one
of the officers that was ordered to attack the rebels entrenched in Tawara-zaka, where the most stubborn
fights took place. In one of the fights he ‘had his right thigh wounded by a bullet ; but still he remained on
the fleld and commanded his troops, snpporting himself on his sword. He has been steadily promoted and
is now the commander of the First Brigade of the Tokyo Corps. He is now In the Liautung Peninsula un-

der Licut.-General Yamaji.
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THE CAPTURS OR sux—yﬁsN.

o

@HE capture of Sui-Yen by Major-General Oseko’s brigade and major Mihara’s battalion resembles in ma-
ny respects that of Feng-Hwan. As in the case of Feng-Hwan, the Chinese retreated from Sui-Yen_ without
offering any resistance worthy of the name. and left the place in the hands of the Japanese. The Japanese
marched upon the mountain fortress from two directions, namely, from Taku-Shan (South-east) and Feng-
Huwan (north-east). On the 16th of November, skirmishes occurred twice between reconnoitering parties of
the two armies. On the 17th, the enemy took up a position on an elevated place about a mile south of Siu-
Yen and fired several shots from field guns at the advancing column. At first they seemed determined to
make a resolute resistance. Indeed, they advanced within from 1,000 to 600 metres of the Japanese, their
forces being fully 1,000 The Japanese awaited their approach, but when they had advanced thus far, they
stopped and opened fire, the Japanese of course replying. This lasted for about two hours. The van of the
Japanese, which had been detached to cut off the enemy’s retreat, now reached a place about I,
500 metres in his rear. Apprised of this manceuvre, the Chinese fell into confusion, and showed
signs® of retreating, still they held their ground for a time. At half-past four in the afternoon, only
a short interval of daylight remaining, it was decided to deliver the assault the next morning. At 6.30
A. M. on the following day, the Japanese began to move toward the enemy on the hill. The latter did not
await the attack, but fled at once. At the same time the noise of cannon was heard from the direction of
Swi-Yen, and it appeared that Major Mihara’s battalion from Feng-Hwan had come into action. When the
Japanese advanced to an elevation not far from Sui-Yen, the enemy was seen retreating in good order west-
ward, cavalry in the van and rear, and the commissariat in the centre. The Japanese entered Sui-Yen at
balf-past 8 in the evening of the 18th, without having had so much as one man killed or wounded. The
enemy’s casualities were unknown, but must have been trifling. Nine guns and a quantity of small arms
were left behind. The number of the Chinese was estimated as about 2,000, under the two generals Seh
(not one that fought the battle of Song-Hwan) and Fang, who had been second in command of the troopsun-
der Seneral Tsao, killed in the battle of Phyong-Yang. Fang must be an officer of Tsao’s type, for the troops
garrisoned in Swui-Yen are said to have been very orderly, well disciplined, and kept under rigid control.
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RENG-HWAN.

QEhirty three miles west of Chiu-lien, on the main road to Moukden, lies Feng-lwan, another important strong-
hold. As soon as Chiu-lien was taken, Marshal Yamagata despatched a brigade under Major-General
Tachimi to pursue the Chinese flying to Feng hwan, and another under Major-General Oseko to the mouth
of the Yalu, also for the same purpose. The advance guard of Tachimi’s brigade reached the vicinity of
the walled town on the 28th, and on the appearance of the Japanese troops the Chinese set fire to the place
and fled. The following morning the advance guard occupied Feng-hwan, capturing 2 mountain guns, 2
mortars, and a quantity of smallarms, tents, and ammunition. On the 30th, the body of the Brigade .entered
the town. According to statements made by the prisoner and citizens. General Sung was in Feng-hwan
with the ex-Chinese Resident Yuan, and with General I, the commander of the Amoor troops, and that they
retreated toward Moukden with about 3,000 soldiers. These were not the whole of the garrison. There were
other divisions that fled toward the coast, some making for Newchang and other for the Liau-tong peninsula.
Evidently the Chinese were panic stricken for they fled in the utmost disorder. The castle of Feng-hwan, is
circular in shape and measures obout 2,400 yards in circumference. The walls are very strong, but the cas-
tle is not well suited for occupation by a large army. The dwellings of the people stand outside, near the
four gates communicating with the surrounding country. Before the battle there were about 5,000 houses
but a third of them were purned down by the Chinese troops before they fled from the castle, and the rest all
show signs of having been plundered by those lawles soldiers. A Peace Office has since been established by
the Japanese for the purpose of inducing the people to come back and to resume their peaceful avocations.
Some wealthy natives of the place have been appointed managers of the Office. The people have grown
more friendly to the Japanese on account of their good discipline and magnaminity, and those who at first
ed to remotc places are gradually coming back.
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THE BRITLE OR GHIU-LIEN.

Ahiu-lien stands opposite to Wi-ju on the right bank of the Yalu river. From ancient times it was an im-
portant Chinese outpost. The position became one of ten-fold more importance in the present war,for it was
the key to China, the successful defence of which would have kept the Japanese troops in Korea from enter-
ing Manchuria,and would,at the same time,have enabled them to keep in touch with Korea,for the sovereignty
of which the present quarrel originated, The Chinese were not allowed to rally on Korean soil after they
were driven out of Pyong-yang, but were obliged to beat a hasty retreat across the Yalu, so hotly were they
pursued by a flying column of the Japanese. But 40 days elapsed before the main body could complete thor-
ough preparations for the assault on Chiu-lien, and during that long interval the Chinese were busily engag-
ed in strengthening the position. Reinforcements came from Port Arthur and Talien and brought up the to-
tal to about 23,000. General Sung, the commander of Port Arthur, directed the defence. A little below Wi-
iu the Yalu reccives a tributary, the 4s. The streams meet at an acute angle, the A7 comlng from the
north-east and the Yalu flowing west. Near the point of the “V” formed by the two rivers their courses are
crossed by the main roads leading northward from Wiju to Cniu-lien. The portion of the “V” lying beyond
this road on the east rises to an eminence, called Hu-shan, which commands the road, and moreover offers
an excellent position for an army desiring to guard the approaches to Chiu-lien. About two miles from its
mouth the course of the A4, turning southward, runs parallel to the continuation of the main road beyond
Chiu-lien. Thus, to reach Chiu-lien from Wiju by the ordinary route, one has first to cross the Yalu, then to
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pass along the road under the western slope of Hu-shan, and then to cross the Ai. General Sung’s line of
defence extended 17 miles along the Yalu, from Antung, 7 miles below Wi-ju, to Sui-ken, 10 miles above it.
About 7,500 men were reserved in Chiu-lien and fhe rest were distributed over the various positions, the cen-
tre of which was Hu-shan. The main feature of the plan of Marshal Yamagata was to burl virtually the
whole of his force, probably not more than 17,000, at the enemy’s centre, having previously delivered upon
his left wing an attack partly in the nature of a feint and partly intended to turn his flank. To carry out
this programme he divided his forces into six bodies. One, under Colonel Sato, forded the Yualu at Sui-ken
at dawn on the 24th ; and after having taken one of the forts, occupied at night-fall a position that threaten-
ed the left rear of Hu-shan. During the night of the same day the Engineers with wonderful celerity and
without attracting the notice of the enemy constructed a pontoon bridge 600 yards long, across the Yalu,
and at day-break of the next day four of the remaining bodies crossed the bridge. Of the four, one marched
against the Chinese front at Hu-shan ; the other three engaged in flank attacks. A park of artillery posted
itself on an eminence east of Wi-ju to cover the passing of the river and to shell the enemy’s position at Hu-
shan. The enemy’s centre was taken after 31 hours fighting, and soon after all the outposts fell, and the
Chinese were driven in confusion to Chiu-lien. That night they fled in various directions and at 8 A. M. the
Japanese marched into Chiu-lien, encountering no opposition whatever. The Japanese losses in this engage-
ment were 1 officer and 32 rdnk and file killed ; 3 officers and 108 rank and file wounded, and I man miss-
jog. As for the Chinese losses, 495 dead have been buried by the Japanese, and a large but as yet unascer-
tained number of corpses are in the A river. The chief spoils taken are 74 field-pieces and 4 machine guns;
4,395 rifles ; 36,384 rounds of large-arm ammunition; 4,300,660 rounds of small-arm ammunition ; about I
700 koku of rice (a koku corresponds to 5.13 bushels). At An-tung 20 guns and 2,000 koku of rice were taken:
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THREE GENBRALS OR THE RIRST ARMY.

LIEUT.-GENERAL KATSURA, COMMANDER OF THE THIRD DIVISION.

&HE Lieut ~General, who is a Choshiu man, entered military life while still very young. While only in
his thirteenth year we find him learning the western system of military discipline. Three years later he
was appointed an officer, and he was one of those who took part in the defense of Shimonoseki when it was
bombarded by the British warships. In the war between the Lord of Choshiu and the Tokugawa Shogu-
nate, and also in the subsequent war of the Restoration. the General took a conspicuous part. He visited
Europe three times ; and as a major, wasa military attache of the Japanese Legation in Berlin from 1875
to 1877. In 1885 we find him a Major-General, and five years later a Lieut.-General. The following year
he was appointed commander of the Nagoya Garrison. For a few years previous to that appointment, the
General had been Vice-Minister of War under Field-Marshal Count Oyama.

MAJOR-GENERAL TATSUMI.

Major-General Tatsumi, famous for the achievement accomplished by his column in the battle of
Phyong-yong and subsequent battles, is an Ise man. Unlike other Generals in the Japanese Army, the Ma-
jor-General fought on the side of the Shogunate in the civil war of the Restoration. He was,however, oblig-
ed to surrender,and with admirable magnanimity, he was not only pardoned by the Imperial Government, but
was shortly after appointed an officer of the Imperial Army, At one time, when he was a Colonel, he was
the Chief of the Staff of the Imperial Body Guard. Shortly after he was promoted and was made the com-
mander of the 1oth Brigade of the Fifth or Hiroshima Division. He was one the earliest Generals despatch-
ed to Korea to drive ont the Chinese troops. Since the fall of Phyong-yong his column has been in the van
of the First Army.

MAJOR-GENERAL OSEKO.

The Major-General, who is a Satsuma Shizoku, is the commander of the 5th Brigade of the Nagoya Di-
vision. He did not take part in the battle of Phyong-yong, but in subsequent battles fought in Manchuria, his

troops always distinguished themselves by their unusual pluck. It was he that led the troops despatched
against Sui-yen,he and General Tatsumi are reputed to be the two most gallant Generals of the First Army.
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THBE CONTRAST. (Physical,)

HE contrast between the Japanese and Chinese soldiers with respect to their relative fighting power is
marvellous when it is remembered that both are of the same race ; ahd especially as, man for man, the
Chinese are stronger and of finer physique. And yet brought face to face on a battle field, there is such an
astounding difference between the two, and victory is so sure to rest with the Japanese that one is at a loss
at first to account for this apparent anomaly. The explanation is not far to seek: it is because the Japan-
ese are thoroughly imbued with the spirit of loyalty and patriotism and because the Chinese are entirely
wanting in those sentiments. '
The spirit of loyalty and patriotism is an inherent quality in the Japanese; and it is this spirit that
spurs them on boldly to the enemy’s walls and leads them to prefer death to the disgrace of defeat. Their
exploits in the battles thus far fought with the Chinese bear inconstestable proof of the truthfulness of the
above remark. Indeed so keen is the sentiment of honour among Japanese warriors, that more than once
in the present war, instances have been reported of wounded officers and  soldiers killing themselves when
they were in danger of being captured by the enemy. In this respect the Japanese and Chinese are really
as far apart as heaven and earth. In the eyes of the latter there is no China, .no Court, but simply their
own interest. Their attention is concentrated on acquiring money aud indulging in semsual pleasures. This
is the chief reason why they have no stamina for war, and why they are fated to encounter disaster after
disaster in uninterrupted succession.: In Phyong-yong, Chiu-lien, Feng-hwan, Talien, and Port Avthur, in short
in every place where a battle has been fought, the Chinese have proved themselves miserably impotent
against their foe, and almost invariably abandoning forts, arins and ammunition, have fled for their lives,
One can not but pity them. Indeed the fate of the Court of Peking is without doubt sealed.
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THE CONTRAST. (Mental.)

ngHE present war is indeed a war between civilization and barbarism, between enlightenment and darkness,
The ignorance and perversity of the Chinese are exhibited in glaring colours. ~Not only are .they ignorant,
but they are equally merciless. In this they seem utterly indifferent as to whether the victims of their atro-
city are friends or foes, As a matter of fact their fellow count‘ryme.n are the principal sufferers by their cruel-
ty; for since they have been driven off Korean soil, the war has been carried on in northern China,
where the Chinese soldiers have been compelled to wander hither and thither before the irresistible force of
their antagonists. As it is, every district in that part of China visited by a horde of the ‘‘Celestial soldiers™
(as the Chinese miscall their troops), is left in an awful condition. The soldiers plunder and commit every
kind of atrocity. No wonder that the Japanese soldiers are welcomed by the inhabitants of such dlstrxcts
as their saviours, who are worthy of every comfort needed to alleviate their hardships. And then the cruel-
ty that the Chinese soldiers extend to their foes when by any rare chance a few of them fall into their hands
is beyond the imagination of any one not familiar with Chinese ways to picture. They literally torture them
to death. They kill them inch ininch. It was in such a horrible mannerthat a reconnoitreing party led by

Ensign Takeuchi met their death in the vicinity of Phyong-yong. The latest instances are furnished in
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‘Ihe Contrast.




Chin-chow where two or three interpreters that accompanied the Second Army, were seized and killed in that
wéy; and also in the fight between the Japanese van and a far larger number of Chinese in the vicinity of
Port Arthur before that stronghold fell. The way the Chinese mutilated’a number of Japanese corpses left
behind on the field was terrible fo see. The chief reason is because a Chinsse General rewards a soldier
. who brings before him a ghostly trophy of war by so much a head or an ear! No contrastis more striking
than the way in which the Japanese soldiers behave themselves. Not only are they free from any
charge of plunder, but they pay strictly for what they get from the enemy’s people. They protect women,
children, and the aged. Then the way prisoners are treated and the wounded are tended in the army strikes
every foreigner with wonder and admiration, for. no difference is made in this respect by the Japanese be-
tween friends and foes. The prisoners themselves are at a loss to account for this warm treatmen which
they never enjoyed even when in their camps. And the barbarous Chinese are sQ ignorant of, or indifferent
to, international usage that more than once they have fired at the men of the Red Cross Society carrying
away the wounded from the field! The benevolence cf the Japanese is not confined to prisoners alone ; they
- are equally so to the people. For instance, they provided food for the poor both at Chin-chow and Port
Arthur, and extended to the Chinese people such considerate treatment as they had never known in' their
lives before. The assertion that the war between Japan and Chida s a war between civillzation and barbar-

ism, between enlightenment and darkness, must be said to be literally correct.
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INDIVIDURL HEROISM.

@HE part played by the corps of Engineers in the capture of Chin-chow deserves the highest commendation.
The wall that surrounded the town was so high and strong that it was necessary to use explosives to blow
open the gates. Lieutenant,Yanome was commanded By Lieu.-General Yamaji to undertake the task of de-
stroying the gates. It wasa desperate operation for the garrison fired at the assailants from loop-holes in
the wall. Nevertheless, the order was successfully carried out, and the inner and outer Northern Gates
were soon shattered to pieces. The assailants rushed in through the breach and the castle was taken. The
name of a private Engineer, Onoguchi Tokuji, deserves special mention in this connection. It was he that
undertook the pelious duty of placing the gun cotton against the gate, despite the bullets that were aimed at
him from within. He placed the cotton in position, and had only retreated a few steps when the explosion
shattered the gate to fragments. Through the breach and amidst the smoke of the explosion he rushed at
Second Gate and blew it open in the same way. While he was engaged in those desperate operations one
ball hit him in the shoulder, but he persevered in the task and succeeded in opening the way for the advance
of the Army. He was sent back on account of that wound, and at the time of writing this article, is still
under medical treatment in the Tokyo Barracks Hospital. 37

H. L. H. Prince Kanin is in the First Army as aide-de-camp to Lieut.-General Katsura, the commander
of the Third or Nagoya Division, which constitutes one half of the First Army. The fight at Hu-shan, in

B @



which the Nagoya troops were engaged, was the hottest in the battle of Chiu-lien. During the fight, occa-
sion arose for the General to send a message to Major-General Oseko, who commanded the left wing. The
Prince volunteered to undertake the mission, and fulfilled it under circumstances of great danger, the bullets
flying around him as he rode. For this act the Prince has-been promoted and is now a Major.

The construction of a pontoon bridge across the Yalu by the Japanese Engineering corps, during the
night of the 24th—25th of Ncvember was a remarkable feat, the river being very wide and the cold ex-
tremely intense. And yet they accomplished the task successfully, standing in the water for more than
twelve hours. When the bridge was approaching completion it was found necessary to obtain a mooring on
the opposite bank. That could be effected only by sending a rope over. The water was bitterly cold,' the
current swift, and the opposite bank was in possession of the enemy. To swim across with a rope under
such circumstances demanded no little physical strength, tosay nothing of pluck, A sapper of Tokushima
prefecture, Mihara Kunitaro by name, who had the reputation of being one of the best swimmers in the
Army, volunteered for the task. But thetask proved too great for him. Despite the efforts of his com-
mardes to succour him, the current,against which his cramped limbs refused to struggle,‘carried himdown and
threw his corpse against the other side below W4ju. His fate did not deter other volunteers,however, Miyake
Hyokichi, a sergeant Major of Engineers, tied the rope round the waist of a sapper, whose name is not given
and the two succeeded in swimming over in company. An army that possesses such soldiers is bound to

win victories.
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A JAPANESE SOLDIER.

BY SIR EDWIN ARNOLD.

Extract translated from a fetter of an officer in Marshal Ya-
magata’s Korean Army :“I send you the enclosed true ac-
count of the death of Shirakami Genjire, a young soldier,
\gho was the first man killed at sur battle of Song-hwan,

c')l
I Shirakami Genjiro,
Bugler in the Line !
You shall let our Westerns know

Why the kiku* shine !

Why the Sun-flag, gleaming
Bright from field to field,

Drives the Dragon, screaming,
Makes the Pig-tails yield.

2 Shirakami Genjiro
(Okayama man)

-Left his ripening rice, to go
Fighting for Japan ;
Musket on his shoulder,
Bugle on his breast,

Unto each beholder
Linesman, like the rest.

(@) '

3 Sad for gray-haired husbandman,

Fatherly—in years—

Sad for pretty Yoshi San,
Proudly checking tears ;

Not one in the village,
Only Genjiro,

Careless of the tillage,
Glad to ship, and go.

4 But the Emperor doth proclaim
Soldiers must come forth !
Is there not despite and shame
To Nippon, in the North ?
Good at target practice,
And bugle-calls to blow,
Duty bids ! the fact is
Genjiro must go.

5 Ah, poor boy! the home-place
Never fairer seemed ;
Never, out of Yoshi's face,

Softer sunshine beamed ;
Yet his country calls him ;
Dai-Nippon has need ;

hatsoe’er befalls him
Genjiro will speed.



6 Travcrsed is the ocean,

Reached Korea’s strand ;

War’s accurst commotion
Rages o’er the land ;

But he knows his Nation
Watching at his back,

While he blows to station,
Blows for bivouac.

7 If’t were only given

Genjiro might do

By some grace of Heaven
- Something brave and new.

Pleasing the General, perchance ;—
Alas ! ’tis never so !

A bugler nameless must advance,
And blow, and blow, and blow.

8 So blew and marched the Japan boy,

Still bearing in his breast

Deep loyalty for inmost joy,
Duty in food and rest ;

Since, none be born so slowly
In that sweet Eastern land

Who love not Nippon wholly
Or fear for her to stand.

I0

II

The battle-morning frowned,
The Sun-flag tluttered out

By Song-hwan, on Korean ground
Gathered the Chinese rout :

Then Genjiro, the peasant,
Fearless, virgin of war,

Saw the good sight and pleasant
Of foemen stretching far.

He stood against the General’s side
The brazen bugle clasped ;

The Leader glancing far and wide
His sabre-handle grasped :

The drew—and, smiling, said

o ‘Blow up the Susume !

Louder than ever thy music played,
Sound me the charge this day.” .

And Genjiro, rejoicing,
Sets bugle-lip to lips ;—
But, at the first loud voicing,
A bitter bullet slips
From forth a powder-cloud,
And, plunging in his breast
Stains—striking sharp and loud—
Baldric and cord and vest.




[ J

I2

I3

14

Oh, red it runs ; the small stream
Will drain away his life ;

Kindly the Leader’s accents seem,
But ’tis the nick of strife,

“Let some hand from him take it
And blow my onset clear,

One minute lost will make it
A loss to cost us dear !

“Nay, nay ”—eyes black with pride—
Cries wounded Genjiro,

“I was to sound, and none beside !
And surely I will blow !

This little thing, and last
I may do for Japan 1”

And forthwith loud he blew his blast,
Already a dead man.

He blew the charge so loud,
It blared across the plain,
It rattled, large and proud,
From mountain unto main :
He blew so clear and soft
The Pig-tails made to fly,
Before the Sun-flags, borne aloft,
Could reach their enemy.

15 And, while he blew, the boy’s blood
Fell, scarlet drop by drop, :
The bugle’s mouth—and his-——imblued,
Nor from that wound would stop
The trickling, trickling ! Stoutly
He sounded Susume,
The call that bids all soldiers
Closs in the deadly fray.

16 To tune of that brave clamour

The Song-hwan wall was wan :

The fierce charge sped, the foemen fled,
The day’s great work stood done,

But when they turned, victorious,
There ! on the crimsoned ground,

Clasping his bugle, glorious,
Young Genjiro was found.

London, Nov. 14, 1894. EpwIN ArNoLD.

*The chrysanthemum flower, emblem of Japan. The Xj-
nomaru, a Red Sun on a white ground, is the standard of
Japan, and the dragon on a yellnw ground, of China.
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