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From Zygmunt Nag6rski 
·_ 8 P Abercromby Place 

FOR IMUE!DIATE RELEASE.!. 
·. E(1inburgh. t 18th August,l945. 

' . 

NEW -S F R 0 M POLAND. 
, -, ~ f"i rj ··, '.' 

During the debate in the House of Comraons on Thursday 
16th August, 194-5 Mr. Churchill -said~ 

.w;: 
11 Guard.ed aecounts"':of't'·.i'hat has , happenecl ano. \Vhat is happening 

have _filtered through~ out it is not impossible that tragedy on 
_J1,_~gious scale is imposing:. itself .behind the iron "' curtain ,Nh_ich 

at present di vio.es Europe in. twain~ 11 - -. ).;' . · , ;y L 
. .Jn vievr of this statement we think. it may interest you 

to l"ead·ltlie following account of the situation in Poland as it ,:"vas 
given ;:wPd for· word by J?te P •E·aPle, ~ a returned Ne\v Zeeland ex-' -pr:isofter of 'varo · .::!.- " '' 1 J. ~j"'"' CJ, 

X X X 

11 I was a prisoner· of w·ar: of the Germans~ i7orking in the coal 
mines in Silesio.o · I escaped and was ovePtaken by the Russians in 
January of this year. I stayed in Poland. until June 18th. During 
the las.t four months of that time I lived as a ci vilian 1 wt th Polish 
identit~ paper's, teaching~ Englash. 

My first and most striking impression was the col}stant ~ fear in 
which the people lived of the violation of their homes 15y bandits 
or Red Army soldiers and offic\3rs • . ROBBERY .A.ND PJ>.PE YTBRE EVERYDAY 
OCCURENCES. I ,-vas myself witn:3ss of tnose things. 

THE FOOD POSITION WAS WORSE THJ.J'T DURING TIIE GERM.AIT OCCUPATION. Little more than bread was obtainable on a ration cat•c19 the bulk of · 
the food had to be bought on the free market ,:!Thore prices vvere · 
enormously high. The cost of living per heao. for a family wass 
at the meanest standard~ three thousand five hundred zloty per 
month. A tiOrker received no more than 400 zloty a month. A top 
'grade salaried man had about 1500 zloty a month. THE PEOPLE HJJ) 
TO FILL THE G.t\F BETWEEN 1]ARNINGS .A:tiD COST OF LIVING BY SEisLING THEIR . 
POSSESSIONS OR TO ENDURE A SLOW ST.ARV.t~.TION. 

-··- 1. Land workers· were severely hampered by the fact .~ t.ha:t, mQ§t of' 
their DRi.UGHT HQRSES W •. D BEEN ;coMlVJI.NDDER3:D BY Till~ RED l~RMY. Thoro 
was also a serious shortage of soGd.. - · 

In Cracow I observed a TR..'!.INLO/J) OF NfLQI:J:IUERY MOVING IU~ST\Vi.B.DS. 
Reports freq_uently reached me,,~ yarticularly from the industrial 
cities of Silesia, Ka tmrice arid Sosnowiec, of _ the STRIPPING OF 
MJ~CHINERY FROM Fl~CTORIESi . -

Enormous q_uanti ties of COAL were also being T.:.K.t"!:N INTO RUSSlt ... 
THE MINERS 7o:-kecl under vor-:.l m:qch the SJ-.MI; COl\IDITrONS /.8 THEY Hl~oD 
DURING THE GERM.l .. N OCCUPJ"TION. Failure to -~n'oduce a daily quota 
was treated as sabotage. Many of the VOLKSDEUTSCHE who had super
vised Polish labour under tho Nazi regime 'NERE RETURW.flD TO THEIR 
JOBS after joining the Comrnuntst Party,; - ---

I . stayed ;;;ri th people of all classes - a factory mmer, 
a lmvyer, a carotakor, a minor - and conversed with many people 
including peasants. I me't only ono man who sup:ported the Lublin 
Government, and ho uas a O:ovornmont servant. 
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The measures ~hich the LUBLIN GOVERI~flEtiT used to secure their position '.'!ere marked. by fierce suppression and rigid censorship. Inunodiatoly after the occupation of Viostern Poland they .t.rr ;r~"..CK3D THE Ul'IDERGROUND ARMY 1.vhich had boon the instrument of the Polish London -Govornmont. OFFICDRS .t .. ND MEN Vf.CRE J.RRJJSTE:O -·Jithout justifio.bli pPetoxts. Many of them •:Jcro DEPORTED. I savr a train in Craco•.v~ in •.7hi.ch T:I1RSF,.. -MBN VVERB MINGLED 'NITH GERM.t..N PRISONERS OF VI.i..R. I kno1;;r of caS\38 1of mon who have been hold in prison during the '.7holo length of nzy stay vi thout trial. Even after trial the Commi ttoc of Puolic Safety, through •:rhich '1-rorkod tho Socrot Police lT.K. V.D. 9 hac1 the: power to suspend the vordict. Consoqucmtly DX-M:::;MBL:RG OF Tm.:; UNDERGROUND J .. RMY ·tc:R:c~ FORCED TO FLEE _B.f .. CK TO THI~ FORrJSTS or to livo in SBMI-HIDIHG •:li th false idonti ty ':papers. I know o. t least six uho 1.7ore afraid to sleolJ in their homos. 

TH1~ PRESS '7as rigidly CZNSORED, in fact reduced to a GOVERIH.1:SNT MOUTHPIECZ . THB ONLY FOREIGN press obtainable 1ms Rrssr"'~J·~. 

Listening to FOR:::JIGN BRO~\.DCl.STS was absolutc;ly FORBIDDEN u:p.der pain of direct penalty. No1:vs and propaganda ·,-rorc disseminated througn loudspeakers in public parks . 
' ,L.ll normal communications ·o.cross the border ·:rorb s0vored. 
As a teacher of English I ~as in a good position to observe thv philosophy and foelinr;s of the people. They had a tremendous s::~NTIIVIENT J.ND FRIENDSHIP : .. ND l:.DMIR..'.TION FOR :CNGL:..Im i'..ND l.M:GRICi •• IJ:'his 1.ms cl<:::arly manifested ;Ln their magnif'icent treatment of British ox-prisoners of 1:mr, · '.7ho. ':m re sacUy neglected by the Russianso Llready an impov.::;rishod people; they gave generously of things v1hich they badly needed for thomsil..ves. Thoro rms tremendous en":.t::.f"··l·-~m for the En_slisn lo.nguago. Certainly the people look,_:;c1 to the Wi!lS'l'3RN POY~'ERS :for the 3STABLJSH~.1El\Pr OF TH:':1 IND:CP2ND~ITC:C LND D:t,.H\10CR.i'/tJ.C SELF-GOVT~RNr.GHT \lHICH THEY rUill BEZN GUJ.R:".NTEED. They agreed as to the nocossi ty o:f -..-rorking harmoniously vri th Russia, lJut :fa iled to sec that their noli tical ideology must be made to mnform 1.-rith -the Soviet's o.nd re sentod the a ttcmpt -;;hich -.-:as · being made to do oo ~ 11 

r 

----o----

I~ 



RELIEF OF EUROPEAN STARVATION 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 
A recent appeal by the Bishop of Chichester and others called attention to the danger of mass starvation in Europe and in particular to the plight of the millions of Germans expelled from their homes in Eastern Germany and the Sudetenland, and asked all who shared their concern to signify their willingness "to have their rations cut, if thereby alone men, women and children of whatever nationality may be saved from intolerable suffering." 
Many when responding to this appeal have pressed for the immediate organisation of a practical scheme on a voluntary basis. It is suggested, for instance, that depots might be set up in various districts to which people could from time to time send food and clothing parcels : or that they might cut out points, occasionally or regularly, and send them to a central bureau, where they might be amassed and their equivalent despatched to the worst centres of starvation, wherever these may be. 
Clearly such a scheme, which might be operated through a Government department, the Red Cross, or other voluntary relief organisations, would have to be sponsored by the Government. A group of persons, including Dr. Sidney M. Berry, the Master of Balliol, the Rev. Henry Carter, Mr. Victor Gollancz, Gilbert Murray, O.M., Miss Eleanor Rathbone, M.P., and Earl Russell, is anxious to explore this possibility without delay. In order that they may have the broadest basis, they ask all who are prepared to co-operate-all, that is to say, who will do their best to spare food or points, from time to time and as circumstances may permit, for this purpose- to send a postcard immediately to" Save 1Europe Now," 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C. 1, giving their name and address and expressing their general willingness, without, at the present stage, going into details. Those who responded to the main appeal should not send a second postcard. 
It is pointed out that such an effort can, no doubt, do only a little to mitigate so vast a tragedy, but that it will be something to have saved even a few from the agony of death by starvation; and that the need is vividly brought home by the statement of a Berlin correspondent to a London newspaper a few days ago. "Faced with the prospect of a disaster overwhelming a whole nation ", he wrote, " the Allied public health authorities are ordering burgomasters to take measures ensuring the easy burial of the dead in the winter. Graves are to be dug now which men debilitated by undernourishment will not have the strength to dig in a few months' time." 
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APPEAL 
by Dr. Sidney M. Berry, Rev. Henry Carter, the 
Bishop of Chichester, Victor Gollancz, the 
Master of Balliol, Gilbert Murray, O.M., Eleanor 

Rathbone, M.P., and Earl Russell. 

Correspondents in Berlin have been sending to their news
papers a description of conditions in that city which must have 
been read by many with grave disquiet. Expelled from their homes 
in the Sudetenland, East Prussia and the whole vast region of 
Germany taken over by the Poles, sometimes at thirty minutes' 
notice and without the provision of food or transport, a horde of 
Germans is struggling daily into Berlin-and being turned away, 
because there is no food for them. The majority are old men, 
women and children. 

Some of these persons, too weak to wander further, have 
been seen under the bomb-wrecked roof of the Stettiner railway 
station, dead or dying. " One woman," writes the reporter of a 
leading London newspaper, "emaciated, with dark rings under 
her eyes and sores breaking out all over her face, could only 
mutter self-condemnation because she wa's unable to feed her 
two whimpering babies. I watched her trying desperately to 
force milk from her milkless breasts.-a p-itiful effort that only 
left her crying at her failure." The correspondent of another 
responsible London paper writes that "at a conservative estimate 
-given me by Dr. Karl Biaer, anti-Nazi, now installed as head 
of Berlin's Social Welfare Committee-there are 8,ooo,ooo 
homeless nomads milling about the areas of the provinces around 
Berlin. If you take in the Sudeten Germans expelled from 
Czechoslovakia and those 'on the move f:rom elsewhere, the 
figure of those for whom no food can be provided riGes to 
I3,ooo,ooo at least. This proportion of Germany's population 
muGt die before winter if nothing is done." 

If we call attention to this vast tragedy, it is certainly not 
because we fail to realise how grievously our allies are suffering, 
nor because we would wish any preference to be given to ex
enemy nationalG. Nothing is more urgent than the speediest 
relief of Europe as a whole. "I believe," said Sir Arthur Salter 
recently in the House of Commons, " that if the lorries that we 



and the American Army have near the spot where they are re
quired were used quickly, the transport problem of Europe could 
be solved. l believe that if the reserves of meat and clothing which 
·the Armies have were freed and quickly used, a great deal could 
be done to meet the other necessities of Europe." We whole

. heartedly endorse this plea. But we are profoundly troubled 
by even the bare possibility that mass starvation cannot be pre-
vented without some cut in our own rations, and that the authori
ties may hesitate to ask us, after six years of war, to make this 
sacrifice: and also by the fear that, amidst so much misery, the 
actual death by hunger of German nationals may be disregarded. 

We do not think that the Government need feel such hesita
tion. It is not in accordance with the traditions of this country 
to allow children-even the children of ex-enemieS--to starve. 
But we have reason to believe that in any case numbers of our 
fellow-countrymen would be willing to make some voluntary 
sacrifice in this cause. We ask, therefore, all who read this 
letter, and who share our concern, immediately to send a post
card (not a letter) to "Save Europe Now," 144, Southampton 
Row, London, W.C.r., giving their name and address and saying 
that they will gladly have their rations cut, if thereby alone men, 
women and children of whatever nationality may be saved from 
intolerable suffering. 

Reprint of articles in the News Chronicle 
& Daily Herald of August 24th, 1945 

25,000 seek food every day 
at the gates of Berlin 

From NORMAN CLARK, News Chronicle Special Correspondent 
BERLIN, Thursday. U NDER the bomb-wrecked roof of the Stettiner railway 

station-the Euston or King's Cross of Berlin-! looked 
this afternoon inside a cattle truck shunted beside tbe buffers of No . 2 platform. · 
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On one side four forms lay dead under blankets on cane and 
raffia stretchers; in another corner four more, all women, were 
dying. 

One, in a voice we could hardly hear, was crying out for 
water. 

Sitting on a stretcher, so weakened by starvation that he 
could not move his head or his mouth, his eyes open in a 
deranged, uncomprehending stare, was the wasted frame of a 
man. He was dying, too. 

As I walked about the station a score of others came up to me. 
all ravenous and starved, for whom also, like those in the cattle 
truck mortuary, nothing could be done-until death. 

Two women sanitary helpers did what they could in minister
ing to the small wants of the dying. 

The train from Danzig had come in. It had taken seven days 
on the journey this time; sometimes it takes longer. 

5,000 "lost" children 
Those people in the cattle truck, and hundreds who lay on 

bundles of belongings on the platform and in the booking hall, 
were the dead and dying and starving flotsam left by the tide 
of human misery that daily reaches Berlin, and next day is 
turned back to take train to another town in a hopeless search 
of food and succour. 

Thousands more- up to 25,000 in a day-trek on foot to the 
outskirts of Berlin, where they are stopped and forbidden entry 
to the already overcrowded city. 

Each day between 50 and roo children-a total of s,ooo 
already over a short period-who have lost both parents, or have 
been abandoned, are collected from Berlin's stations and taken 
to orphanages or found foster-mothers in Berlin. 

That is all that Berlin charity can do. 
For this problem at the moment is the Germans' own; the 

Allies have made no move to render relief or even give the 
Social Welfare Organisation, with its staff of 33 and 220 helpers 
all told, any assistance whatever. 

No central control 
Without any central control (no telephone lines or cars are 

put at the organisation's disposal, and the only means of co
ordinating any plan, even if it existed, is by occasional cycle 
courier at the mercy of sympathetic military road controls) the 
Welfare Committees are trying to grapple with 8 problem tha t 
is beyond their powers . 
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Here in Berlin we are living under this shadow, not just of 
hunger and want, but of death, and epidemics on a scale that the 
world has not seen in recorded history. 

· The expulsion of Germans from Polish-occupied Germany east 
of the Oder, and the mass transfers of population into the pro
vinces of Pomerania, Mecklenburg, Brandenburg and Saxony, 
are projecting a tragedy of the greatest magnitude. It is almost 
already out of hand. 

At a conservative estimate-given me by Dr. Karl Biaer, anti
Nazi, now installed as head of Berlin's Social Welfare Committee 
--there are 8,ooo,ooo homeless nomads milling about the areas 
of the provinces around Berlin. 

Autumn famine 
If you take in the Sudeten Germans expelled from Czecho

slovakia and those on the move from elsewhere the figure of 
those for whom no food can be provided rises to 13,000,000 
at least. 

This proportion of Germany's population must die before 
winter if nothing is done. 

This doubling of population in areas restricted in size by 
frontier adjustments, and with harvests interfered with by the 
war, with armies living off the land, is certain to bring famine 
on the acutest scale this autumn. 

What is aggravating the problem beyond all solution is the 
continuation by the Poles of the ejection of German nationals 
from their homes, literally at a moment's notice. 

Turned back 
This is in direct defiance of the Potsdam Declaration, which 

urged that the transfers of population must be carried out "in 
an orderly and humane manner." 

A woman I met at the Stettiner station had left Danzig on 
August 13-eleven days after the standstill order was made. 

Now a new Allied order has been issued forbidding even a 
mother with a child, seeking to join her husband in Berlin, to 
stay in the city. 

All roads lead to Berlin from Eastern Germany, because those 
evicted from the eastern provinces, for no matter what reason, 
expect Berlin, under Allied control, to have the only organisation 
capable of helping them. 

Crying for food 
Twenty-five .thous_and are entering Berlin every day, to be 

turned out of 1t agam the next. The population of Berlin has 
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been fixed by the Control Council at z,88o,ooo-that is, the 
population for whom food can be found. 

But already J,sso,ooo ration cards have been issued. 
Other things I saw when the Danzig train came in I am bound 

to record. Apart from the women rocking in tears and anguish, 
and the famished children asleep in their arms or crying for 
food, there was a group of young men-all Poles-who sat apart, 
waiting for the next train to go out. 

Then they would board it, and going through the train, would 
force these unprotected mothers and women to give up any 
possessions of value, including watches and jewels. 

Must be stopped 
The guards on the train and at stopping places are shot if 

they attempt to intervene. These Poles, who have been thieves 
and tramps and outcasts since the Germans ruined their country, 
are wreaking vengeance in a horrible way upon the German 
women. 

Whether or not all this happened before at the hands of the 
Germans in Poland, Russia, Belgium, the Balkans or Czecho· 
slovakia, these excesses, wreaked only on the women and 
children of Germany, on families of the modest means of shop
keepers or small farmers, cannot be allowed to continue. 

The Allied Control Council must intervene and enforce order 
at once. 

RETRIBUTION .. it falls 
on women & children 

by CHARLES BRAY 
BERLIN, Thursday. 

T O-DAY I have seen thousands of German civilians--old 
men and women and children of all ages--reduced to the 

depths of misery and suffering that the Nazis inflicted on others 
during their beastly reign. 

I didn't like it. It gave me no satisfaction, although for years 
I have hoped that the Germans would reap from the seeds they 
had sown. 
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I saw at the Stettiner Station miserable remnants ot 
humanity, with death already shining out of their eyes-with 
that awful, wide-eyed stare. Four were dead already, another 
tlve or six were lying alongside them, given up as hopeless by 
the doctor, and just being allowed to die. 

The rest sat or lay about, whimpering, crying or just waiting, 
hanging on to the slenderest hope that something, somehow, 
sometime wou~d be done for them. They are past helping 
themselves. 

Homeless Hordes 

T HESE are some of the millions Mr. Bevin mentioned in 
his speech as milling around, forced evacuees from East 

Prussia and Upper Silesia. 
They are the homeless hordes no one wants, and no district 

will take if it can help it. 
They are arriving in Berlin at the rate of fifteen thousand a 

day. Eight millions of them have to be moved from the area 
Poland is to take over. In July 658,ooo passed through Berlin, 
and in the first fifteen days of this month z8J,OOO have been 
received and passed on. , 

Passed to where? Already the normal population of Saxony, 
five millions, has been doubled. Mecklenburg's eight hundred 
thousand is now sixteen hundred thousand. Every district 
burgomaster outside the capital protests that not another one 
can be taken in. 

A committee of Berlin magistrates attempting to handle the 
problem have submitted to the military authorities a long docu
ment pointing out the impossibility of dealing with these evacuees 
unless assistance is given. 

Worker Victims 

MEANWHILE the victims-most of whom are peasants, 
working families and the lower middle-class, the least 

deserving of the suffering, humiliation and starvation-are pushed 
from place to place, their condition getting rapidly worse every 
day. 

All tell similar stories. Of husbands not heard of for months, 
of being compelled to leave their homes at half an hour notice 
and permitted to carry only a small handbag of luggage, much 
of which is lost or stolen on the way. Of not having eaten 
anything at all for days. 

They have no money. no valuables, nothing with which they 
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can barter or buy a crust of bread. And the mothers' only 
thought is food for the children. I spoke to many. ~ 

One woman, emaciated, with dark rings under her eyes and 
sores breaking out all over her face, could only mutter self
condemnation because she was unable to feed her two whimper
ing babies. I watched her trying desperately to forc,e milk 
from her milkless breasts-a pitiful effort that only left her 
crying at her failure. 

It Must be Told 

SHE had been at a station for two days and nights, unable 
to get on the one train that had left for heaven knows where. 

She had not eaten for five days. What scraps of food she 
could beg she had given to her children. 

In a closed cattle truck were the dead and dying, removed 
each night to make room for more who were certain to be on the 
next train to arrive. 

This is not a nice story to tell, but it must be told. 
The problem is, of course, an economic one. Berlin, over

crowded and already faced with the major problem of how to 
keep alive its own population, cannot accommodate any more. 
The same applies to every town for many miles around. 

The flow of these miserable beings is far too great for the 
slender civil organisation. The Berlin committee asks that a 
central committee with representatives from every district in 
Germany shall be set up with authority to control movement 
and reception of refugees compulsorily so that a more equitable 
distribution throughout the country is achieved. . . . 

The Potsdam Conference recognised that the evacuation of 
Germans from Poland, East Prussia and Czechoslovakia must 
be carried out, but stated that it should be done in an orderly 
and humane manner. 

From what I have seen, it cannot be said that so far it is 
either orderly or humane. But, at the same time, the difficulties 
must be appreciated; and they are immense. 

Not Even Rations 

T AKE Berlin. Normally it could accommodate under pres
sure twice or three times its present population, but there 

is nowhere for additional people to live. The destruction is 
unbelievable. People are living in ruins, the water is con
taminated and dangerous, very meagre rations are on the ration 
rard, but not ohtainablP. 
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Few people have tasted meat of any sort this month. Only 
those who have a little ground and have been able to grow vege
tables can get them. Even potatoes are almost unobtainable. 

Civilians exist on soup made from a meal formerly given to 
pigs, black bread and a small amount of ersatz coffee that has 
no nutritional value. 

Milk is given only to pregnant mothers during the two months 
preceding their confinement and two months after, and to tiny 
babies. 

Probably no other big city in Germany is in such a bad state, 
but nowhere is there adequate food. How, then, can eight million 
mote mouths be fed? 

The German committee asks for camps to be built and ground 
to be given to growing more food, but where is the labour and 
the materials to build the camps? 

Ex-Soldiers, Too 

BESIDES the problem of the refugees is the problem of what 
to do with the returning German ex-soldiers also flood

ing back into Germany, themselves physical wrecks, to which 
Hitler and his regime reduced his much-boasted Master Race. 
Believe me, there is nothing masterly about them now. They 
are weak, servile, miserable specimens. 

This is the aftermath of war, raising problems more difficult 
to solve than almost any that existed during it. 

But if we are to prove to the German race that our methods, 
our civilisation, our creed were right and theirs wrong, and If 
w·e are to keep faith with those who died, were maimed and 
suffered i-ntolerable hardship, then these problems have got to 
be solved and have got to be solved quickly. 

Read again the appeal on page I, and 
send your postcard immediately to 
'Save Europe Now', 144 Southampton 
Row, London, W.C.I. Collect signatures 
from your friends! Show by an over
whelming response that Britain can 
give moral leadership to the world ! 

Publicity Art • Ltd., Umdmr 
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We watch with growing anxiety and concern the. dai+y increasing 
campaign directed against aliens and the refugees 1~ particular. 
While fully understanding the vital necessity in this country for 
the fullest precautions, we feel that this campaign is going to 
cause and is already causing endless suffering to the refugees who 
have already been through so much hardship. Only last week came 
the report of the suicide of a refugee in Bristol who had to flee 
from Germany, lived in Austria happily married to an Austrian 
Jewess, had to quit Austria with her when the Nazis marched in, and 
now felt that he could not bear the strain of still another cam
paign of hatred and sus pi cion as the one being built up nov1. 

It should not be forgotten that the refugee · who has found 
asylum here has no status, no other country to turn to for pro
tection and support, because when he left Germany he renounced all 
the rights of a German citizen and is novi wholly at the mercy of 
his _9ountry: of refuge. ~~his is av:ery-di fferen t position from the 
one held by the Germans who were interned in the last war. They, 
after all, had their country, their relatives who via the Red Cross 
could keep in contact with them and send them comforts just as the 
British people send signs of their care and love to their own pri
soners of war or internees in Germany. 

If you cut off the refugees from their fribndS,if you surround 
them with the icy ring of suspicion , hatred and contempt, if you 
intern them, you vrill rob them of the last bit of secure ground 
on which they thought they stood, where they wanted to build up 
a no-n life; and the result is really tho same sort of discrimination 
against a second race as is found in Germany .,.. only against "the 
alien1' i·n.stead of 11 the J"e;,~, and the Opposi tional". 

It does not help to assure the refugees that nothing will 
happen to them if they have done nothing. The most sweeping alle
gations are made against thorn by certain papers, and the public 
is being incited not to accept it as satisfactory if tho police 
merely cannot find a black mo.rk in a refugee's history. 

If you allow this campaign to continue without interfering, a 
terrible disaster will befall the refugees. It hurts us deeply 
when we see how suspicion slowly creeps into the best friendships, 
when we observe hov-1 fewer and fewer people befriend the refugees, 
and how the growing loneliness casts a shadow on the lives of those 
who are still suffering from the blows experienced in Nazi Germany. 
Fear, terror, despair and suicide will be the results. 

The vast majority of the refugees hardly know any Engl~sh ~people 
they speak a very deficient English and they are bottled up in their 
hostels or quarters living on the goodv7ill of a guar .ntor or the 
allovvance from a Refugee Committee, and have no che· .ce whatsowever 
to endanger this country. 

To endanger the last refuge of 50,000 people because of a few 
individual cases of spies who might be disguised as refugees is a 
tragedy which should be prevented by all means. 

The friends of the refugees must become active mow, because the 
refugees are helpless and have no means of defending then::selves. 

Council of Austrians in Gt.Britain 
126 ,V/estbourne Terrace, W. 2. 
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HON. SECRETARIES 

MR. D. R. GRENFELL, M.P. 

JOINT COMMITTEE FOR SPANISH 
CHAIRMAN: THE DUCHESS OF ATHOLL, D.B.E., D .C .L. 

J THE EARL OF LISTOWEL 
VICE-CHAIRMEN: , MISS ELEANOR RATHBONE, M.P. 

RELIEF 

L T .·COL. J. R. J. MACNAMARA, M.P. 

MR. WILFRID ROBERTS, M.P. 

HON. TREASURER 1 

VISCOUNT CECIL OF CHELWOOD, P.C., K.C. 

4, GREAT SMITH STREET, 

LONDON, S.W.1. 

ORGANISING SECRETARY: 

DR. BETTY MORGAN. 

ASSISTAN;r SECRETARY: 

FELICE CLARK. 

Vandeleur Robinson, Esq., 
18, Cowley Street, 
Westminster, London. 

Dear Mr. Robinson, 

TELEPHONE: ABBEY 2565 

2nd :March, 1939. 

v:~ill you _please thank Lord Boel-Buxton for sending 

us the letter enclosed. A copy of it (without names) 

has been retained, and will probably be very useful when 

we try to obtain sup;>ort for these unfortunate refugees. 

I note that you do not wish any names to be used 

should the letter be reproduced for public rea.ding. 

Yours faithfully, 

j __ E. 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND COMHITTEE FOR 11NON-ARYAN" CHRISTIANS 

20, Gordon Square, London, W,C.l. 

THE CHRISTIAN OUTCASTS OF GBFWillNY 

A Conference on the subject of the "Non-Aryan'' Chris
tians in Germany was held under the auspices of the Church of 
England Committee for 'Non-Aryan' Christians in the Jerusalem 
Chamber, Westminster Abbey, on February lst, 1938. 70 persons 
from many parts of the country attended by personal invitation. 
The following summarizes the main points of the proceedings. 

MORNING SESSION 

The Bishop of Chichester in the Chair. 

THE BISHOP OF CHICHESTER in opening the meeting said that, al
though by nature tolerant and opposed to all forms of persecu
tion, English people were not very quick in picturing suffering 
which they did not see straight before them. The purpose of the 
Conference was two-fold: First, that those present might learn 
something of the character of the persecution which for nearly 
five years has been going on in a great neighbouring country; 
secondly, to bring home to English Christians, and especially 
to members of the Church of England, their responsibility to
wards the large body of their fellow-Christians who were suffer
ing acutely in Germany to-day, 

Immediately following the accession of the Nazis to 
power, and again in 1935, laws were promulgated which -resulted 
in turning the Jews into outcasts. The Jews had been in Germany 
a long time, and had there made a notable contribution to culture 
and learning. His first word as a Christian in speaking to the 
Conference would therefore be an expre ~sion of real grief at the 
cruelty and injustice which they were suffering to-day. But he 
wished to speak of another section of the community - the "Non
Aryan" Christians - whose members, though Christian by faith, 
had one parent or grandparent of Jewish blood, Because of this 
fact they, like the Jews, were denied their place in society. 
Their position, with certa in exceptions, was no better in law 
than that of the Jews: morally and spiritually it was worse. 
The Jews had behind them the support of world Jewry and he paid 

-tribute to the remarkable work Jews from all countries had done 
for their oppressed brethren. But the "Non-Aryan" Christians, 
though they had often received help at Jewish hands, had no 
claim upon Jevvry. It wa s to their fellow-Christians, in Germany 
and without, that they must turn. To his regret he was bound to 
say that the Christians were less dispose d to help their fellows 
then were the Jews. 

The National Christian Appeal for 'Non-Aryan' Refugees, 
launched two years' ag o, had raised about £10,000; the Inter-Aid 
Committee for Children from Germany ,Nas doing excellent work for 
the education of children both Christian and Jewish. Now the 
Church of Eng land Committee for 'Non-Aryan' Christians had been 
formed in the belief that much more was possible and that in the 
circumstances the most effective way of securing help -for the 
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"Non-Aryansn was to interest a wide circle of people, and indivi
dual Church members, in their suffering rather than by aiming 
directly at obtaining large sums of money by general appeals. 

PROFESSOR NORMAN BENTWICH, speaking on the legal position of the 
"Non-Aryan 11 , explained that their plight arose from a fundamental 
dogma enunciated by the National Socialists as far back as 1920, 
which stated that only persons of "Aryan" blood could be members 
of the national community. No Jew could therefore form a part 
of it. From this premise arose the racial laws which not only 
debar Jews and ''Non-Aryans" from all political rights, but exclude 
them (with certain exceptions now almost completely whittled down 
by party pressure) from all government, public or semi-public ser
vice, from entry into the liberal professions of which they formed 
in the past a substantial proportion, and from many other occupa
tions as well. A 1'Non-Aryann was defined as a person who had one 
parent or grandparent of Jewish race (though there are also Chris
tians with 75~ or lOO~ Jewish blood); freedom from such ancestry 
was the criterion in matters of citizenship and employment. · 

"Non-Aryan'' children are not legally excluded from ele
mentary schools, but often conditions render their school life 
intolerable. Racial instruction forms part of the official 
curriculum and in some communities a malice and cruelty is dis
played towards the children which it is difficult to conceive, 
Secondary education, though still theoretically possible for the 
nNon-Aryan 1', in a restricted proportion of the whole school popu
lation, was limited only to very small numbers. 

A grim factor in the lives of "Non-Aryans" was that, like 
the Jews, they are deprived of equality before the law, since it 
is the duty of judges to treat as offences acts 'not in accord 
with the true spirit of the people.' No political action seemed 
able to mitigate the treatment of the Jews and "Non-Aryans", the 
only hope being in the exercise of humanity by others better 
situated. 

A GERMAN VISITOR said that, according to the Nazi conception, 
t11ere are two main groups of people in the world, the "Aryans", 
(a term which generally, but not always, is made to mean Nordics), 
and a group opposed to them, symbolized by the Jews. According 
to Hitler and Rosenberg the conflict between the groups has been 
the basic theme of world history until now. In every relation 
of life stress is laid upon the superiority of the "Aryans" over 
the others; there can be no affinity between them and the members 
of the second group are not the children of God but of the devil. 
This is the new religion of Germany, according to Rosenberg. 

To be a nNon-Aryan 1' Christian means that one is deprived 
of all status, with attachments neither to Germany nor to the 
Jewish community. Deprived of any past which they may regard with 
honour, the "Non-Aryans" are also people for whom there is no 
future and no hope. Their plight is a challenge to the Chris
tian Churches in Germany and throughout the world. 

ANOTHER GEillviAN VISITOR stressed the solitary position of the "Non
Aryans". They had the fraternal support of the Confessional 
Church, but the Confessional Church was itself a suspect body 
to the Government. In their daily lives outside the Church the 
"Non-Aryans 11 remained alone with no one to turn to for support. 
They cried out for help and Christians outside Germany must not 
be deaf to their appeal. 
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MRS. O~ffiROD (Society of Friends 1 Germany Emergency Committee) reminded the Conference that only patience was required from 
most of those present if they wished to help the 11Non-Aryans 11 , To the German visitors who had spoken it required courage as well, as only they could know. She asked the audience to put themselves in imagination in the place of a l!Non-Aryan;r Christian. rrif you are a woman, 11 she continued, llimagine that your 
husband has been deprived of his livelihood; if you are a man, that your life 1 s work is cut short. If you are parents, look on your happy children and think that there would be no future for them either,ll It is such thoughts which give the patience to go on when it seems that so little can be done. 

There is no future for 11Non-A.ryansll in Germany and one must endeavour to find them openings abroad. European countries are practically closed to perman0nt settlers, but for young 
people in their teens there are still occasionally opportunities a·broad - in South America and the Dominions, for example. The Society of Friends, being a small community, could not hear of all the openings which occurred; much wider contacts must be established and this the Church of England and members of the public could help to do, She thought that small Committees 
should be set up in every city of Great Britain to deal with the question, and pointed out that most useful work could be done by parish priests getting into touch with 1'Non-Aryan" refugees already settled in their neighbourhood, who were often subject to the greatest loneliness. The Society of Friends could supply the addresses of many such people. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Brigadier-General Siz~ndham Deedes in the Chair. 

SIR WYNDHAM DEEDES, opening the se ssion, confirmed that the position of 11 Non-A.ryan" Christians in Germany was in some respects more difficult than that of the Jews. Yet the Jews, who had to bear the burden of their suffering communities not only in Germany but in Poland and Rumania as well, had, he believed, given more help in respect of Christian children from Germany than had the Christian community itself. What could be done to remedy such a situation? Foremost at the moment, he thought, ,_l!las the need for much more information to be disseminated, and he begged all persons present to take back to their own localities the story that was being unfolded that day. He had been told by a "NonAryan1' in Germany that one of their greatest needs was that which the Jews possessed among their own pe ople: a kind of moral court of appeal formed by their co-religionists throughout the world. That court the Church of England could help to provide for "NonAryansil. When in Germany he had come to the conclusion that little could be done for the adults, but it should be possible to salvage the lives of some of the children. He was frequently asked whether we had not sufficient troubles at home without 
looking for others across the Channel, but that was a very poor excuse: people living in relative prosperity and security could not compare their condition with those existing among the "NonAryans il in Germany. 
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THE REV. DR. J. W. PARKES said that, when he first tried to 
raise money in this country for refugees from Germany, he went 
to a Jew who asked how much was required for a start. "Five 
hundred pounds, 11 answered Dr. Parkes, and then and there re
ceived a cheque for that amount. As he was leaving the Jew 
said: "Don't forget the Christian 'Non-Aryans' with this money; 
you will not find it so easy to get support for them. 1' Only 
recently, he had been walking with a Jewish friend, by no means 
especially prosperous, who remarked: 1'You know, I really find 
I cannot meet my communal obligations;' (he did not use the word 
cha ri ties) "with le ss than a third of my income. il Of course there 
were Jews who had done nothing, but Dr. Parkas told these stories 
because there never had been a time when Jewry looked upon Christ
endom with so much longing and with so much contempt as to-day. 
"We send missions to convert the Jews" he added, "and we leave 
them to look after refugees who are members of our own faith." 
The Church of England Committee afforded what might be the last 
opportunity to re-establish the reputation of Christendom in the 
face of Jewry. He urged that something should be done to suggest 
that there is, after all, something real in our practical 
Christianity, for which we so constantly claim a virtue which 
others do not possess. 

MRS. SKELTON (Inter-Aid Committee for Children from Germany) 
said that she would lil<:e to emphasize what Professor Bentwich 
had said of the disabilities from which Jewish and "Non-Aryan" 
children suffered. That a country could pass laws excluding 
children from participation in the innocent activities of their 
fellows seemed to many people a singular barbarism. But thus it 
was, and while it was true that there were still many teachers 
in Germany with the liberal and humanistic principles of their 
profession, who only with the greatest reluctance enforced the 
cruel and humiliating discriminations against these children, 
they were often powerless against pressure from the Party. The 
harm done to the child's mind and soul by such an atmosphere 
could not be exaggerated, The psychological distress was per
haps even greater for the "Non-Aryan" child who was the offspring 
of a mixed marriage than for a Jewish child. For while a Jewish 
child might have to endure moral - and even physical - ill
treatment abroad, once it was shut behind the doors of its own 
home it found love and unity in family life. But the "Non-Aryan 11 

child might find the cruelty of the racial bar even within its 
home if the fiAryani' parent were <:', shamed of the Jewish mate -
sometimes indeed of his or her own "JNion-Aryan1' children - or if 
divorce were demanded by the ''Aryan" partner and the children of 
the detested marriage repudiated. Such things happened. 

Speaking of the future of the children for whose educa
tion the Inter-Aid Committee had made itself responsible, she 
said that they had to prepare these young people to earn their 
living in some practical occupation, No intellectual nor acade
mic education could be given to a young person, however brilliant, 
for the whole world now repudiated the humanities .and sought only 
as citizens those who could provide the best cannon fodder, or 
technicians who could most effectively equip such cannon fodder. 
Reverence for learning which could not be made to serve some 
practical end was fast dying out of the world, 

In conclusion, Mrs. Skelton asked the Conference not to 
let themselves be discouraged by the smallness of the numbers who 
could be helped, and she recalled the story of St. Paulinus of 
Nola, one of the greatest Churchmen and most brilliant figures 
of his day, who at the end of his life sold hims.:;lf into slavery 
to redeem one single child from captivity. 
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MISS ROBERTS gave an account of the experiment which had been 
carried out in the diocese of Chichester. About a year ago the Bishop had asked her to try and arouse interest in i'Non-Aryann Christian children who were in need of urgent help. The plan 
was a modest one: to find support for the maintenance and education of ten children. In the event, she found the task was not difficult for she was received everywhere - by the clergy, 
the laity and the schools - with the utmost kindness. By means of the diocesan gazette people in the parishes were approached, and visits were paid to schools. Thanks to the generosity of 
the headmasters and headmistresses, four children were found 
free places in boarding -schools; in other cases only small fees were being paid. In ono instance the Headmistress herself was paying for the child and the staff contributed in various ways. The children have all done very well in school and most of them are assimilating to English life with astonishing ease after the 
first difficulties of the change. 

THE BISHOP OF GUILDFORD, at the conclusion of this meeting, said that he undertook that an attempt should be made in his own diocese to follow the example set by the diocese of Chichester. 

SIR VVYNDHAM DEEDES conclude d the meeting, after several others present had spoken, by an appeal to the Conference to show that, as a Christian people, they were not indifferent to the sufferings of others. "Let it not be held against us" he said, "that we have remained blind to the tragic fate of those whose plight has been put before us to-day. 1' 
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NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

February, 1938. 

T.N. -aged 13. Protestant. 

The father, until 1933 a very successful artis~. is an !!Aryan" and a Christian, the mother is a Jewess. Since 1933, however, owing to his having a Jewish wife, he is not allowed to compete for any Government 9r municipal work, and no nAryann shop would be allowed to display or sell his pictures. Mr. N. served in the War for three and a half years. 

Mrs. N. was trained as a doctor and succeeded in building up a very good practice. Since 1933, however, she has lost all her panel-patients and has now had to relinquish her work altogether. 

Ther0 are three children and their future is extremely precarious, since being half-Jewish they cannot enter any profession, no municipal or Government employment, nor is it likely that any fully 11Aryann firm would accept them as employees. Furthermore, their present life is difficult and unhappy since the family has been ruined financially, and the children's life at school has all the disadvantages of the isolation and discrimination from which the "Non-Aryan 11 children suffer, particularly in smaller towns. 

The contribution of the Church of England Committee 0f fifty pounds has enabled us to bring over the second boy. A further contribution of twenty pounds has also been received. 
U.H. -aged 14. Protestant. 

Her father is Jewish and her mother Christian. The father lost his position as a lega~ advisor in 1933, and is living with his wife in great poverty. 

U.H. has been in England for 15 months and has been receiving free hospitality from a Christian family. The family who have been keeping her are unfortunately no longer in a position to do so, but her uncle who has now obtained a work permit in this country and is trying to establish himself, has promised to contribute twenty-five pounds a year towards her maintenance. 
The Church of England Committee by contributing a further thirty pounds has made it possible to place this child in a boarding-school, since a small sum was already in hand for her day-school fees for this year. 

A.K. - aged 15. Protestant. 

She is the sist3r of H.K. whose case is given below. A.K. has been receiving free hospitality from a Quaker family and attending a day school. The Inter-Aid Committee is paying thirty guineas for the day-school fees and the girl is benefiting greatly by her stay. This family, also, as in the case of U.H. is unable to give the girl further free hospitality and the thirty pounds given by the Church of England Committee will, with the sum already set aside for her day-school fees, enable her to be kept in England and sent to boarding-school. 

H.K. -aged 18. Protestant. 

His father is a Jew and his mother of the Evangelical Faith. The boy has been brought up as a Protestant and was confirmed. The father, a partner in a bank, was dismissed because of the racial laws, and is now earning a precarious living ag a casual labourer. 
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The ooy ardently wished to oecome an engineer and had hoped to enter the Technical Hochschule, out had to give up the idea. He worked as a volunteer in an engineering firm, out can never oe apprenticed in an "Aryan1' firm or hope to complete his training in Germany. He has oeen told that he can never ootain work unless he is first received into the "Aroeitsfront". out the local head of that organization repeatedly informed him that he would not oe admitted unless he first consented to oe sterilized. This matter, and all his other experiences, have proved a great shock to the ooy, and his one idea is to leave Germany. 
H.K. came to England in July, but could not ootain a work permit here. The American Committee for Christian German Refugees decided to help him and hospitality was offered him in New York. The American authorities, however, refused him a visa and said he must apply from Germany, out many difficulties arise in doing that , The boy's permit to reside in England expired in Septemoer, 1937, and he had to go oack to Germany. 

Seventy pounds was given oy the Church of England Committee for emigration and this was set aside for H .K., out have not yet succeeded in finding an opening for him to emigrate out we hope to do so this summer. 

A.H. -aged 10. Protestant. 

The father is "Aryann and the mother Jewish. The father was imprisoned for two years on political grounds and has now fled the country and his wife does not know where he is. The mother found her life in Germany very difficult since she was visited frequently by the Secret Police seeking information aoout her husoand and this had a deleterious effect both on her nerves and those of the ooy. She also had an unc le who was a pacifist and was shot in 1929 so that she lives under the threat of police enquiries. 

She came to England and took work as a housekeeper, out wa s not aole to keep the .ooy with her. He was sent to a family in Doncaster and his mother contriouted 5/- a week, out the family in Doncaster was poor and the child got ill and it was necessary to move him. 

The fifty pounds given oy the Church of England Committee plus ten pounds already received as a special g ift for him will enable him to be placed in a ooarding-school for this year. 
J.W. -aged 15 3/4. Protestant. 

His father is "Aryann and his mother half-Jewish. His father was a Professor of Biology, but owing to the partly Jewish or1g1n of his wife, was retired iri October lst, 1937. The ooy's elder brother and sister had oeen educated in England, the father transferring money at great sa crifice to himself. The youngest boy, J .W., must leave Germany before June when he is 16 years old or he will not be permitted to leave save for total emigration, 
It is hoped to obtain some academic post abroad for the father but the boy in the meanwhile co1:.ld not live in Ger many after June and is exceedingly unhappy in his school circumstance s, The grant of seventy pounds from the Church of England Committe e will enaole us to bring him here and we hope maintain him in a boarding-school for a year. 
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4. Refugees. 

The Assembly examined the whole problem, which 
has been made more difficult recently by the addition 
of German refugees, Jewish and others, by the pro
gressive worsening of the position of Russian refugees 
(some 130,000) in China and Manchukuo, by the 
refusal at the eleventh hour of the Syrians to allow the 
Irak Assyrian refugees to be settled in their territory at 
Gharb. There are still no fewer than 700,000 refugees 
in the world. The Asswbly urged Governments to 
adopt the Convention of October 2Sth, 1933, on the 
international status of refugees and the P-rovisional 
Arrangement of July 4th, 1936, for the status of 
refugees coming from Germany. The Assembly did 
noLleverse the de<;ision that the Nansen Refugee Office's 
work for the refugees must close Wy the end of 1938. 
Mr. Hunssen (Norway) was confirmed m his appoint
ment as President till that date. Everything must be 
done before the close of 1938 to get the refugee problem 
into lines of a settlement which c~be wholly dis:._ 
continued when the League offie~wn. But the 
:938 Assembly will have the duty of seeing that there 

is continuity in any settlement of the problem as a 
whole. 

A sum of 205,000 Swiss francs or some £8,200 at 
par was voted (half what the m!!:jority o.£ the 
Assembly's Committee'""W7ii'itecf,'but there was opposition 
from the British and other !elegations on the scorethat 
the tt;eague mu;t n~ assume responsibility for ..-::any 
actual assistance orousing of refugees) for the aa 
refugees iii F'r'~nce, whom it is hoped to settle m ara
guay. A small Committee, one man and one woman is 
to be sent out to China to examine the situation of 
Russian refugees, parf?c7{larly women, there. Though 
no plan for settlement of the Irak ~is in view 
for the moment, the Irak Governm~s guaranteed· 

-
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them their present position on the Kharbur River until 
such a plan is found. Money for this settlement is 
already in hand, Great Britain having paid £60,000 last 
year and voted, £100,000 for the present year. It is 
now a matter of finding the land and the country will
ing to accept new settlers. 

The problem of the ~es is difficult 
though soluble. Out of approximately 100,000 Jews 
and 15,000 other German refugees some 15,000 Jews 
and 2,000 others still need assistance. General Sir 
Neill Malcolm, who WqS appointed full League High 
Commissi.oner for German Refugees, reported that it 
would take at least two years to ensure their settlement. 
His business as High Commissioner till the close of 
1938 will be to liq~date thfUlroblem with the assistance 
of Government and private organisations for emigration 

( 
and setUemenf and to try and get a Government Con
vention on the status of these r~. 

5. orld's Health. 

It has been another tar year for the Lea ue's Health 
Organisation, which s taking a prominen share in the 
progress of ideas on social questions Its work is 
" exercised in f our of healthy livin , which is both 
cause and effec of social reform." 

two groups: 
(a). PER ANENT WoRK. Continuou advance of the work 

of the E idemiological Intelligence ervice, the Singapore 
Bureau, e Malaria Commission. At he Assembly the Indian 
and Ho and Delegates expressed spe a! gratitude for the life
saving ork of the Signapore Bureau 

Two highly successful study tours were held in the U.S.A., 
November, 1935, and in Soviet Russia, June, 1936, to examine 
and compare notes on recent achievements in the field of public 
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TENSION EASED I 
SHANGHAI 

STRONG JAPANESE 
WARNING 

LANDING PARTIES 
REINFORCED 

FROM OUR OVVN CORRESPONDENT 

SHANGHAI, SEPT. 24 
Last night's excitement in the Hongk( 

district has calmed down, and the stre< 
are crowded to-day with Chinese int< 
ested in visiting the scene where t 
Japanese bluejackets were shot and 
observing the Japanese sentry patrols a1 l, 
the mechanized military transport. s, 

ic Although the· senior members of t 
w Settlement police had difficulty in getti 
lt through the cordon last night, tht 

cooperation in tracing the assailants at 
e in generally protecting Japanese residen 
t- was requested during a friendly visit l 
n the Japanese Consul-General to the chai 
f man of the Municipal Council, and th 
s afternoon the Council's police appeare 
1 to be functioning as usual. 

e FLAGSHW CONFERENCE e 
In an official communication the chai 

man expressed the Council's regret ar 
concern at last night's outrage. Leadir 
naval and other Japanese officials attend( 
a conference this afternoon on board tl 
flagship ldzumo, to which the Settleme1 
CommisSioner of Police was invited. 1\ 
information has been disclosed, but tt 
general impression is that the Japanese ~ 
far are not endeavouring to make capit: 
out of the incident, though they evoked 
mild Chinese protest by sending marint 
into adjacent Chinese streets an 
examining passers-by. 

The Japanese Consul-General al! 
n called on the Mayor of Greater Shangh 
d and urged on him the necessity of tl 
e greatest possible precautions for the pr. 
y tection of Japanese subjects. 
r 
,f ADMffiAL'S WARNING 

About 400 marines were landed to-da 
tt 250 of whom are to take the place of tho 
s sent to Hankow, and the Japanese admit 

issued a proclamation warning the popul 
tion to keep cool and explaining that tl 
measures were taken in self-defence f, 

1 the protection of nationals. 
r Apparently the Japanese authoriti• 
e here are still without particular instru 
n tions from Tokyo in regard to the late 
e incident, which • differs from its pr• 
:- decessors because it occurred in tl 
;s International Settlement and not 
te Chinese territory. The local mont 
n market is little disturbed by the inciden1 
·e 
n 
;o 
:n 
;t, 
·r
n
:d 
0 

STERN WORDS IN 
TOKYO 

NAVAL REINFORCEMENTS 
FOR CHINA 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

e TOKYO, SEPT. 24 
y Before sailing this morning to attet 
;t the Army manoeuvres in Hokkaido (t 
o most northerly island of Japan), whe 
i, he will remain for 18 days, the Emper 
te received the Vice-Chief of the Na' 
te General Staff. Admiral Naga,no, w 
td intended to accompany the Emperor," 
le remain in Tokyo in view of ·tile situati 
>d in China. 
at It is understood that further na\tal re. 
Y forcements will be sent to China, but IV 

to Ka~o~ the Ambassador in Chin:> "' 
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700,000 WORLD 
REFUGEES 

LEAGUE EFFORTS 

"LACK OF JURIDICAL 
STATUS" 

FROM OUR LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT 
GENE V A. SEPT. 24 

The work of the Committee set up by 
the Assembly to advise upon the various 
activities of the League began to-day. A 
sub-committee of the fixed committee, 
presided over by M. Motta (Switzerland), 
examined reports on the refugee problem, 
one by Hr. Michael Hansson, acting presi
dent of the governing body of the Nansen 
Office and another by Sir Neill Malcolm, 
acting High Commissioner for Refugees 
•coming from Germany. 

The Assembly has already passed a 
resolution that these offices should be 
liquidated by the end of 1938. Hr. 
Hansson points out that even if the Nansen 
Office is wound up, work will remain to be 
done far beyond that date. Moreover, ruring the period of liquidation-so far 
rom expenditure being kept down

more money than ever will be required. 
PARAGUAY SCHEME 

On the basis of an inquiry into the statistics 
of various countries, it is estimated that the 
number of refugees in the world is no fewer 
than 700,000. The report goes into some 
detail as to the conditions under which they are 
living, and refers to the depths of their suffer
ings in some countries, though in certain others 
their situation has considerably improved. The 
refugees from the Saar are almost all in France, 
but are no longer concentrated in camps and 
have scattered throughout the country, living 
in more or less precarious circumstances. 
Attempts have been made to emigrate them 
to Paraguay at a cost of about £135 for a 
family of five. Hr. Hansson thinks that if 200 
families could be sent to Paraguay the problem 
would be solved, but so far it has been possible 
to send out only 20 persons, with arrangements 1 

I for another 22 to follow. 
The Nansen Office finds the Armenian re

\ fugees one of its least difficult problems, one 
of the more pleasing characteristics being that 
they are hard workers with modest require- !; 
ments, and that they soon begin to pay back 
the advances afforded them. Numbers of theml 
are being settled in Syria and Soviet Armenia. 
Others remaining in Greece and Bulgaria are 
stated to be in a desperate situation. 

RUSSIANS IN DISTRESS 
The most serious problem is that of th 

Russian emigres, mainly because they consi 
largely of intellectuals who have gradually lo 
their capacity for work. The Russian refuge 
in China and Manchukuo (who number abo 
130,000) are in the worst plight of all, and t 
Office, which can do nothing for them, h 
again pleaded for money to send out a co 
mission to Shanghai to investigate the pro 
!em. The best feature of the Russian proble 
seems to be that in time it will cease to exi 
by the fact that the refugees who survive w · 
be gradually naturalized and absorbed. 

Discussing the arrangements for liquidatin 
the Nansen Office the acting president say 
that for a long time the refugees' economi<f 
situation will be such that they will continue 
to need effective international protection and 
cannot be left to their fate. 

GERMAN PROBLEMS 
Sir Neill Malcolm in his report states 

that the problem of refugees from Ger
many, though difficult, can be solved. He 
reports that out of approximately 100,000 
Jewish and 15,000 other refugees from 
Germany, about 15,000 Jews and about 
2,000 others are still in a precarious situa
tion and still need assistance. 

The probability of a further exodus adds to 
the uncertainty of any forecast, but it is safe 
to say that there will be about 200 new refugees 
each month . In the absence of unforeseen cir
cumstances it will take at least two years to 
reabsorb these refugees and ensure their settle
ment. He advises a plan spread over that 
period to be carried out by a League official 
under the supervision of the High Commis
sioner, who should report to the Assembly at 
its session in 1938. 

The report will be submitted to the 
Assembly for decision on the points in 
question. 

~~~~~ 
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COMMODITY PRICES 
' A factor depreo;sing yalues of whoot 

futures yesterday· was the reported 
It-alian prohibition of wheat imports. 
Raw: sugar was quiet but steady. There 

'Was a. moderate business in American 
cotton, again at lower prices. 

... n. Jan. Montb Year 
29. 28. ago. o.co. Whe,t, per lOOlb.: 

Liverpool futures 4/10! 4'101 5/0 4/4~ 
Sugar, per cwt.: 
Cuban c.i.f ....... 4/3 ~/3 4131 513 
Iron, per ton: 
Cleveland No. 3 .. 67/6 67/6 67/6 6216 
Copper, per ton: 
Standard cash ... *271716 '1:7/17/6 281716 33/1113 

- Tin, per ton: 
Standard cash *232/10/0 231115/0 228/7/6 226/10'0 

1 Cotton, per lb.: 
e M 1 d • American 
t spot ............... 7.0ld. 7.05d, 7.21d. 6.17d. 

Wool, per fb.: 
Tops 64's warp... 25d, 25d. ~d. 40d. 
.Jute, per ton: 
First marks ...... 17110/0 17/12/6 17/12/6 16/010 
Rubber, per lb.: 
Smoked sheet 

h. spot ............... 6-(a-d. 6,\d. 6id. 4 25-_32d. 
·.- Linseed Oi11 

Per ton spot ...... 23/10/0 24/0 '0 22/0/0 211010 
• U nofllci&l dose. 

GRAIN MARKETS 
~HBSTE.lt, TUMDAY; . WHEAT.-The tone of the market waa steady but 

~!~ed f: 3d~iel~~:~erqfoo!:~io;,~;e~ ~~:\h~:~ ruling yesterday. No. l Northern .Manitoba January shipment 3h. 6d., No. 2 306. 6d., No. l Vancou .. r 
f~~~~r.ko~1J'' J~;;a~0·2~s.~\d~·6li~. ~i:'tal!:i 2fs., 63\,.lb. January-~'ebruary 20s. lO&d., Al:ril 
~~., ~·~rc~~i~: 4~~r::s~'est!:ituaz~t::ly:~r aaJ:t. 24s., S<luth All6tralian alloat, 23s. 6d. per quarter. Fl!:EDING S'rUF~"S quiet. River Plate maize, ex elevator, 4s. 7d. per lOO!b, 

l .No ohange in Other departments. 

1
1 LIVERPOOL, TuESDAY. 

WHEAT.-T:be d.!. merket ruled quiet, wUh Q.u<>ta· tions favouring buyer'i. No. 1 Northern Manitoba I {Atlantic) January sailing 31s. 4','od:. No. 2 ;sOs. 6d., t No. 1 Northern (Van<:"ouverl '"'anoat. ~Id 3le,, 
t JAnuary-balf February offer'3cl 31s., No, 2 Januar~· .. hall ~'ebruary 286. 3d .. Xo. 3 27s. 9d., No. 4 27s. 
~t::: Ja~u~ry~~~~~~:!ry2~.9~i2J~,08A~ri~3~il~~ ~~"~d.~ &russo 6_:ji.X1!b • • January~February 21-,. lt,!.tJ_., April 2ls. 9d., .Australian c.ar~oes afloat. Western 2~. M 
~o;J4'Fc~~~i~ 2!,iu 6~irk!"n~:~l1 a\"rf~/~J':ch gp•o~ parcels were about l)J(i, per <"&ntal d1eaper, but there wa.a a fair al~""OUnt of interest. Ora.df':d wheat futures <'nened id. to 3gd. lower, foUo .. ·ing ea!ie-r American marke4.«, and afterwards ruled QUiet. some small 6ellin;; ori.ers for difie~nt months, together with reports of Italian prohibition of imports of foreign whed temporarily caused a further loss, but la.tn e.dvicf'Q 
·:~etr~!i~-10!~~r~o~~~~~~ !!!t~ui:rdattiti~ ~~ 
toss. Sales 175 load•. 

GRADKD WHEAT FUTURE~ 
(Per lOO! b.\ 

Bualneos done. Prevlouo Opr.nlng Closing closinl( 
Vl\lne•. lill!beot. Lowe•t. Vl\lnes. value .. karch ..... 4/1014... 4/103s ... 4/!0ls ... 4i101g., 4/1058 Ma)"·--·· 5/034 ... 5/034 ... 6/012 ... 5/068 ... fill loly ........ 5/26& ... 5t234 ... 5/212 ... 5/25s ... 5;27s 

MA1ZE.-"G.i.l. parcels quiet. River Plate afloat due >&rl~yuary oold 18s. 6<i., J~nuary quoted 19•. 'A!<!., bru.,.y sold 19s. 6d. and 195. lOld., April lAB Wf:ay.Junwulv 17s. 6d, sellers, African rts llllc nfed. Spot parcels quiet. River Plate ¥,d • pe cental ldwer. 
Y . .,.Shipment parcel• nominally unchanced. .-A fair consumptive trade continues at unchanged prices. Australian held for 6d. 

"iWI~~ij· h~terest. 1 J;~lieo rat_l!&,r larger. Lo~l bran <lteady, but thirds e6si...-n&ported also easier. Demand on..11!e slow •ide. 

Quoq,tions. • 

•· " "Wheat (per lOOitio) 
a. d. !11. rl. &. n. 

-1\lahe (per lOOlb.) 
Dan.Gal.Fox 4 !) 4 5• 
R.P.Yellow 4 3' 4 4 
Plate Clnq.. b 4 6 46 
i'late White 

No.lN :Man. 
(Atl~jic)" 8 11 

:&o. 2 do ...... -1! 8f 
No.3N'Man. 

(Vanc'ver). 6 ,3 
No. 4 .Man'ba 

(Vanc·ver), 
No.5 do ...... 
Plate (upR•r) 4 86 
Aootraltan ... 4 ll 
RO!I&fe .. "'"" 4 1 a Bartt........... 4 106 
French .. :..... 4 8 

4 9i 
t> 1l 
' 0~ 
411 

*Floa•r (per 280 lb.) 
Patenta ....... 82 C 25 0 
l!allon. ........ 18 0 19 0 
tralll;bt-run 20 0 21 0 
oatrallan ... ~ 6 21 0 "*"'* ~~t;e ea u 211 e 

.. ~'i 0 17 6 
t .. r~e":st,)o 

3 

Bulj(arlan W·. -
Brazlllo.n., ... 4 3 
.No. 2 White 
Fll\t Afrlc'n ~ 0 5 06 

.No.4Y'wAf'n 4 11 
.!leans (per ton1• 

Ma<l"l(RSC&t 
(old) ......... :£16/5 :£16110 

.Ma<lagaeear 
(new crop) £21) 

RanJ(OOn b. p.t.'9115 
J:'eu (per tlln I· 

Japan..,e ...... £15 £15,15 
g~~: ~~~fxf,{~o ~~Q 
O.ta(~-· 

N .. ~· "' 

l 

Mt. Ellic 
Mt. Lye 
New Gui 
Oroville. 
Pangnga • 
Pat.taui 
Pengkale 
PetaJing 
Raw an& 

/3 /9 
Renong 
San Fra 
Siame~e 
S. Kinta 
s. Mala: 
Southen 
S. Siam 
Sun.gei 
Taiping 
'l'avoy T 
'l'ekka J 
Toyo Th 
Trepca, 
Tronoh, 
Van Em 
Venture 
Wheal B 
Wbeal K 
Wheal ll 
Zinc Oor. 

Andura. ; 
Bushtlck 
Cam and 
Charterla 
East Air 
Kenya Oo 

/ 9 /3 
Eileen AI 

Del. 3 /' 
(br.) 2r 

Gold Fielc 
Kentan Gt 

E:!~~ ilcl 
Kim1.ngini 

/412 /6 
Loangwa C 

2/712 3 1 
Lomah (Rh 
Lond. and 

6/034 5/, 
Lonely Reel 
Luiri Gold 

8 i 1012 9 
Masbaba. R . 
North Char 
Northern H 
Rhodesia B 
Rhode:;ia.-Ka 
R,hQdesi• N 

;3;1012 4/ 
Rhodeol&n I 
Rhodesian C 
Rh<>desian ij 
Rbokan& 0: 

~.~~4..!Z~~~ 
Sebakwe an~ 
SelectiOn Tr' 
Se!ukwe Go! 
Sherwood S 
Surprise Mi 
T:ttl Gold, 
Wanderer C 
Wankie Col' 
Watende llf 

/034 /0·3 
Zarubesia. J 

African Er 
Ang.-Amer. 

/9. 6 % 
Brakpan, 
Cape Asbo 
C.ntral M 
City Th;elJ, 
Con. Al. ' 
C<n. 1Jia1 
L:on. l\l.R 

\'01 1/l'. 
Coronatlo 
Ctuwn M 
D•c;galon 
JJurban 
Eas~ lla 
.tlast Gt 
E. Ran 

/412 

ES/~a~ 
Eaot&rn 
Gen. M 
Gov. G 
4/03~ 

Grootvl< 
6/3 

H. E.l 
H .M.R. 
Hen den 
Johanno 

4/ 3/ 
Klcrksd· 

/31 /~ 
l/51• 

Klip N 
Lace P 
Luipaa~ 

/101, 
MeSBina 
M odd er 
Modde 
New J 

~~: ~ 
8 14' 

~igel 
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THE EDITOR 

is exceedingly complicated. There arc two categories of people wishing to leave the Saar at present which concern us-
(a) Those who left Germany for :tack political reasons in the months f following Hitler's accession to power, reached France (or another country), a were expelled for one reason or e 

another, generally because their ~· papers were not in order, or left because they were not allowed to work. They. took refuge in the Saar, where they have been leading a ~ hand-to-mouth existence, and have no I! possibility of any financial resources whatever. These are estimated to 
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be from 1,500 to 2,000, and are now refugees in the Saar. w (b) Those inhabitants of the Saar S( who voted otherwise than for Germany and whose opinions are known. ~. These become refugees if and when er they leave the Saar Territory, and aJ for them France suggests that the }· League hM a definite r;esponsibility. The estimates of the number likely f · dwell- to fall into this category vary " between 3,000 and 8,000, largely , depending on the power of the . German Government to keep its ' J>romis~s and restrl!-in its iollowers 
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· ·rrom locafiepr!sals. · · 
Those in the first category are the most to be pitied, since they have been starved and chivied from one place to another for nearly two years. Their I account of the fate of refugees should do much to discourage anyone who can possibly remain in the Saar from leaving it. A correspondent from Forbach writes that 95 per cent of those who are walking miles to obtain a permit, crowding into the barracks provided for them at the frontier and arriving absolutely penniless, are of this type. 

-''For these refugees the League ' ssembly: in 1933 appointed a High . Commission, and it would seem that ' their care should be its responsibility and that funds should be provided by the Governments through it. Up to date no Government has been willing to take any action whatsoever to give ~mid e financial support to schemes for the absorption of refugees. The FrencH 1 Government has, in fact, received brov· thousands of francs from refugees and 

oc 
lin 
ally 
ncy 

from relief committees in payment for the regularisation of papers ·viduals and families. 
The French Government is, now providing free trans o maintenance for some refu 

sumably those who voted for for the status quo, and the q the Saar refugees is to come 
e;r.t m ting of tht Council 

itthe meantime the!lii!H~i~h~~Mol~l 
t 
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GERMAN REFUGEES IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 

Chiidren Deprived of Their Birthright 
To the Editor ot the Manchester Guardian 

1 
Sir,-I shall be glad if you will 

permit me to emphasise the deplorable 
plight, as depicted in your columns yes
terday by Lord Noel-Buxton, of the 
2,000 German refugees at, present in 
Czecho-Slovakia. I, too, have recently 
had t he experience of seeinz several 
hundred of these refugees both in 
Prague and in the neighlxmrhood. 
Many of them have been in Prague 
since shortly after Hitler obtained 
power in 19~3. 

At one time there were as many as 
between seven and eight thousand. 
During the past two ;years some 5,000 
have found it possible-under great 
diffieulties_:_to get a way to Palestine, 
Poland, France, South America, and 
other countries. There arc still aoout 
2,200 of these refugees in Czecho
Slovakia, of whom about 1,000 are in 
Prague. Their plight is tragic. The 
Czecho-Slovak Government places no 
obstacles against their coming into the 
country, provided they can prove they 
are bona-fide. refugees from the Hitler 
persecution. Owing, however , to the 
prevalence of unemployment in Prague 
and the industrial provinces they are 
not. allowed to do any work. They are, 
therefore, entirely dependent · either 
upon such resources as they may have 
had when they escaped from Germany 
or upon such support as the five or six 
committees· iri Pi·ague ca,n afford them. 
These committees consist of resident 
.T ews, Quakers, Social Democrats, 
trade unionists, and intellectuals. The 
Government does not make any contri
bution to the · maintenance of the 
refugees, but it has permitted the 
use of more or less suita,ble buildings 
rent free. As t he committees have 
been doing this refugee work for the 
past three years the difficulty of raising 
the necessary funds becomes more and 
more difficult. 

The two most tragic aspects of this 
result of Nazi persecution seemed to 
me to be (1) the spectacle of hundreds 
of able, intelligent men-most of them 
skilled workmen in the prime of life, 
and among them doctors, teachers, a,nd 
professional men-living in enforced 
idleness month after month, and indeed 

for two or three years; and (2) the 
hundreds of young children growing up 
without any security or certainty from 
day to day that a sufficiencv of food 
will be available. • 
It may be wondered as to why these I 

refugees do not go to countries where 
they may have the opportunity of 
work. The reply is that they have 
neither the means nor the passports to 
travel and settle in other countries. 
They are denationalised Germans with 
no legal right to go anywhere. 

I shall not soon forget a visit which 
I made to a" collective" in the suburbs 
of Prague. Here were about seventy 
adult men and women with about a 
dozen children. This "collective" 
was supported mainly by the trade 
nnions. These refugees were all either 
former skilled or professional workers. 
Among them were two doctors and an 
ex-burgomaster. All had the appear
ance of capable, intelligent men and 
wom~n l_tCCustomed to t~king a leading 
part m mdustry, educatwn, and public 
life. But here they were in enforced 
idleness and with'out nationality or 
c~tizenship. Some of the younger 
smgle men and married couples were 
hoping to be able to raise enough 
money to enable them to emigrate to 
Brazil, which, I believe, is the only 
country ~vhich is no~v. freely open to 
the nctlms of pohttcal and racial 
persecution. 

It is true that we have our own 
unemployed and our depressed areas. 
These naturally have the ftrst claim 
upon our consideration. But in the 
case of our own unemployed the 
G~v~rnm.ent can, whenever public 
opmwn 1s strong enough, provide for 
them. The refugees from Nazism have 
no Government. They are without a 
co.untry. The children who require 
m1lk and food are inno..:ent victims. 
May I appeal to those who can afford 
it .to give what help they can to the 
chll_drep w~o have been deprived of 
thetr btrthnght. The Save the Children 
Fund, 20, . Gordon Square, London, 
W:C· 1, whtCl~ ha-s already done some
thmg to alleviate the tragic condition 
of ~hese ref~tgees, will be glad to 
receive donatwns from those disposed 
to help.-Yours, &c., BEN RILEY. 

House of Commons 
November 12. ' 
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East Daggalontein, o81101z 19 llOlz }9 I 
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THE GERMAN R~FUGEES IN - PRAGUE 
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•cheted 
".f and Lord Noel-Buxton's .l\ccount of Their Sufierings From 
opera 

alone 'l'o the Editor of the Manchester Guardian 
s, the 

Sir,-Your reports on the visit of ronze 
~ her King Carol to Prague indicated the 

deep interest felt Ly the public of ·,r, I 
ner, 
iery 

the 
of 

Czecho-Slovakia in the foreign 
relations of their country. I was in 
Prague at the time and can testify to 
the intensity of that interest. The 
King's progress through the town took 
place during weather of_ the most 

'1St repulsive kind; but, in spite of cold, 
ke driving rain, the .:rowd along the 

route was such as to sugge5t that the 
a entire population was preseut. There 

1lic is something unusually sombre about 
on the clothing of a crowd in Prague, and 

:iss this increased the impression made by 
~ss- the marked silence of the people-a 
pon silence which seemed to indicate a 

of gre.at. an.xiety. Whether the King's 
'igh- vis1t mdrcated a movement to confirm 
hich the pact with Russia or, on the other 
hair hand, embodied a tendency in the 

tably opposite direction, on the lines 
· ~ as followed by Belgium, was a probl~m 
t on sufficient to produce the solemnrty 
:lress which one felt in the atmosphere. 
mohde I One cannot but sympathise with the 
1 er anxieties of the Czechs, and no one 
uchhs can enjoy the privilege o.f a talk with 
\ t ~ President Benes without experiencing 

<C 1 0 an increase of that sympathy; but 
frosty there are other subjects of anxiety 
rblnd than that of hi!.!;h politics. While I 

dued. was in Prague I inquired ~tbout one 
ea e of these anxieties-a problem on a 
tedly, smaller scale but none the 'less 
tlmost urgent,-that of the refugees from 
~nbbf neighbouring countries. Czecho-
u . h Slovakia has had a unique experience 

g_ Wl~ in this respect, for she has given refuge 
a;h~' · to fugitives from five different · the 5 countries. First, there were the White 

• Y Ru!l)lians, now largely absorbed and, 
m a in other cases. happily returning in 

thro- considerable nHmb!'rs to Russia. 
. ey Afterwards there were the Poles, 

'llld on Hungarians, Austrians, and Germans. 
aid, to Czecho-Slovakia thus tepresents, in 

fact, the right of asylum which we 
British were formerly proud to 
furnish. These refugees, whatever 
the merits of the cause for which they 
were expelled from their own 
countries, have found in Czecho
Slovakia a security from violence 
which constitutes a service to 
humanity. It is a service all the 
greater at a moment when the League 
o.f Nations thrca tens to abandon at no 
distant date its organisation for 
solving the refugee problem and to 
thro!v it upon the shou.lders of private 
chanty. 
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In this sphere the relief furnished 
from England has naturally gone 
mainly to Paris, where the body of 
refugees is larger, but the Save· the 
Children Fund (among other funds) 
has been able to send a certain amount 
of money to Prague. On its behalf I 
saw _large numbers of the most needy 
section of the refugees-that is to say, 
the Germans. In addition to Jews by 

l)OOn- Teligion, there is a large body of 
1g on non-Aryans, .some expelled on political, 

h hold some on racral grounds; the latter are 
'Let's frequently Christians. One even finds 

rest of among the refugees the offspring of a 
every- Protestant pastor who has the mis-
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fortune to be connected by family with 
Jews. The complications arising from 
the Tacial theory were illustrated by 
a peculiar case in which a German 
woman had adopted the Jewish faith 
but could not, as she wished, marry 
a Jew, for it would have been a serious 
crime for the prospective husband to 
wed a woman of Aryan blood. Having 
escaped to Czecho-Slovakia. they were 
still unable to marry, because Czecho
Slovak legal practice in Tegard to the 
marriage of foreigners foUows the law 
of each country of origin. 

Different g:roups of sympathisers 
have their own relief committees
J ewish, Socialist, Democratic, Com
munist. non-party intellectual, and so 
on. I was taken to see samples of 
the different methods employed. We 

POOR BOYS AND THE 
'"'COUT MOVEMENT 

flPPstion of Cost 

visited ftrst what are called "collec- Dr. ~Iuxwe 
b · League of l'' tives "-houses resem hng a common 

cl speaker to lodging-house. Here we faun a 
hundred or so Tefugees, mainly men, Rotary Clu· 
but with a handful <lf women and success of it 
children, living in crowded and severe and the fai 
conditions. In one room forty beds it hud c 
were placed almost adjoining, like the supporters 
improvised war hospitals of the Balkan for the hu 
War. Another form of provision is 
afforded by a sum of money which 
just enables the recipient to get a bed 
in a lodging nearer to the centre of 
Prague. Those lodgings which we 
visited ll'cre dark but clean. The 
lodgers paid the equivalent of three
pence a night, leaving a margin for 
board, &c., of about two shillings a 
week at the present rate of exchange. 
We were also taken to see a group of 
refugees occupying a deserted country 
house about twenty miles from Prague. 
Here eighty persons were living in most 
chilly and dismal conditions. 
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The whole of this community of O\"er 
a thousand people leads a life of 
hunger. But a feature which stmck 
me as still more dcplomble was that 
the men, mostly very capable workers, 
were living in enforced idleness. Even 
in the cour;tr.v community the work of 
the ~ouse and garden made very small 
pronsion for real employment. The 
chief demand of those ·who cond net 
relief is for permission to the refugees 
to take work, but the widespread CASHED 
unemployment in the capital has so 
far led the Government t<J refuse this 
concession. 

Saddest of all is the condition of the 
children. Nothing remotely resembling 
a home can be provided. In the 

AND P 

Youth's ' 
country settlement fifteen c-hildren A youth who 
have a room in which they are taught by travelled in differ• 
a voluntary teacher; and some of them and twice visited 
attend the village school, but as they he admitted steal 
know only German the priYilcge is told the l\laneh 
hardly appreciated. The funds of the 
society arc failing, and on the day of l\Iagistratc ()fr. J 
our visit the farmer who supplies milk day that he went t 
had given notice to terminate the of being able to joit 
supply until his bill was paid. ment forces. The ' 

The one bright spot in the refugee (18), of Dudley R 
world was furnished by a kind of foyer, Manchester, plood 
or free meeting-place, in which crowd~ the money belong 
were gathered in the evening to have a Sandoz Chemical c 
talk and a game of dominoes over a cup D t t' . 8 of cocoa. The cheering impression e ec Ive ergeaJ 
furnished by this scene was, however, Robb was arreste( 
marred upon our introduetion by the home on Novembe 
excellent lady who runs the fbycr, to I missing since Aug 
some of the persons present. One o.f said the officer, J 
these illustrated the trouble of the bank to cash a c• 
S~ateles~ person, who has no papers firm. He cash 
wrth whrch to enter ano_ther C?untr~; absconded with t 
th_e Czech Government wrll prov1de hrm said tllat Hobb 
wrth ~ passport to_ .leave Czecho- first went to Bl& 
Slovakra, but on cond1t10n that he does and eventually n 
not return. J,ater he rctur 

I also found an illustration of the visited Blackpo< 
problem so much debated by the Nan- Glasgow, again 
sen Office of the League of Nations : arriv~d back in 
that of the person who is charged with lll Jns vo~ket a . 
taking work without a permit, and by obtammg a ' 
after serving his sentence is expelled was stat,ed th!li 
from the country He then suff!~rs the months oeen m . ·. a week to the 1 same expenence m a second c~untry, the first time 
and repeats the process wrth a with the m 011, 
frequency which often adds to the A remand 1 
vagrant and criminal classes of .l!;urope. custody was o 
I saw at the foye~ a decent-10oking was g!ven to 
couple who had met with this fate no 
less than four times; it was a natural 
result of these vicissitudes that their 
two girls, perhaps eight and ten years 
old, were already suffering from tuber-
culosis. 

The needs of our own country are 
imperative; yet I cannot but hope that 

Change 
brings to 
usually 
view t 

among your readers who have further 
funds to spare there may be many who 
will enable the Save the Children Fund, 
20, Gm·don Square, London, W.C. l, to 
send some help to these refugees from 
Germany.-Yours, &c., poin 

N OEL-BuxTo~, President fror 
of the SaYe the in t 
Children Fund. Lapp 

18, Cowley Street, West
minster, London, S. W. l, 
November 7. 
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Rahman Ti::t , 2 .'4lz /5 14 /9 /9 34 17lz /10lz /4lz xd 
Rnntau Tin, 2.'3 / 7 lz . 67 pf. 3 / 2 /41z R;..\'lang Concession!!, 23/9 3' .. 
Rennn~; Tin . 113 19 2/934 /6 /6 3 / 11z 2 /934 3 / ll z /6 /6 /1012 3 / 
Rn•so-Asiatic. /138 1112 / llaf San Franc. Mcx. 13.' /11 3 :i.2/101z 12/ 12/9 /9 121 /3 J41z 11/9 13/ llz San Nicolas Gold. 4/ 3/93~ 4/ SE.layang Tin, 10/ 
Sbmcse Tin , 25/ 5 / 6 /3 5 ' llz 6 !3 4 / lOl z 5.'9 t::,~Ol z 5 /9 6 13! 5 /3 4 .'6 5}712 /71 2 /6 6 1~0 1 2 
Sione Tin (F.M.S.) 19/9 19/ 19/ /ll z S. Amer. Copper, /41z /41 2 13 14 South•rn Kin :a. 1716 18/ 16/ lOlz /3 13 17:3 16/9 17.'3 /6 /3 17//6! 17/ 16/6 /9 /6! 17/4 12 16/41 2 S. Malayan Tin, 26/101 , .'9 5 1712 71:5 /3 7 ; 6 19 616 4 /ti /9 5 /41 2 / 6 6 / 5/ ;7 13 E!3 :6 5 / 4 /4 12 8 / 4 /6 . 
Southern Tr-Jnoh Tin. 9 /9 / 9 /ll z 9 / /3 !6 Sulphide, 15 111 2 /3 f1l z 15/ /6 15/ /6 /3 /4lz /4lz . 10X pf. 24.'9 i6 13 /9 Sung<·i Desti, 26/3 7 /6 /3 6 113lz 71 6 /3 /lOlz 7/3 Suniei Kint~ Tin, 19/ 20 /3 J4 l z 

NITRATE 
Lautaro 7 X pld. (br.) (1, etc.) 2 /9 /6 3 / with cp. 67 

OIL 
Anglo-Ecuadorian, 38 /6 /9 /514 /9 /9 /6 /4lz /6 /11 2 /712 
Anglc-Iran, 9511H4 illl4 6/3 /634 /634 /634 /3 /10lz ·6 5 i 71z 'i/214 xd. 8 % pf. 3 'l/71 2 /3 /6 /0~4 /112 /0';". 9 % pf. 38 /9 17' " /10' ' /6 /9 /6 
Allcck, 151 /01z 
Burmah, 5 /17-64 19-64 19-64 516 9-S2 14 £5 /519 5 /17-64 516 9·32 14 £5! 61 5/9·32 17-64 £5/5 i6 £5/7/f. 8% pf. 39/1012 1101 2 40! 39/9 1712 401 
Can. Eagle, 19!71z /4l z /7lz /7lz /41z /41 2 /(. /6 /Sl4 /6 /3 tS34 /334 / d /8l4 /3''4 /634 /3 /634 /3 /Sl4 /8l4 /9 i61z wit'> coup. 4. 7 7. pi, 14/112 1112 xd. Par. pf. 19/ 19! with coup. 5 Kern River, 5 /4 /4 /214 /3 /1lz /4lz /3 /llz xd Lobitos. 45/7lz /3 5/ 

Mex. Eaglo, 32/ 1/9 2/3 /3 /634 /6 j412 /6 /6 111012 2 / /634 /3 1214 /0 34 / llz 1112 /334 1514 JS34 /71 2 111012 2 /514 1112 /634 1~14 /034 /6 t41z /6 3/1 2 /4lz /l1z /8l4 11lzl 1112 /8l4 /9 1/1114 /1:i.l4 with coup. 25. 7 % pt 9/214 j11z xd. 8% pf. 31/3 /6 /3 with coup. 33 Phoenix Oil and Trans. (£1) 9/ 74lz 9/ /llz /034 /034 /llz. 1111 4/4lz Phoenix Oil Products 8% pi. 22/6 Royal Dutch, 45316 3a 3s 14 3s 916 S16 lt6 lt6 with coup. 76 
Shell (reg.) 6 6 5 131of 6 /1·64 1-32 6 5/63-64 6/1·64 5/31·321 6/1-64 5/63·64 341 13161 £6/0/6 5"•• ts,., 63·64 341 611-3~ 5 /31-32 6/1·641 5-'4f 13161 7 8 f 6f 1·32 5/31·32 61 £6/0 /6 £5119/6 £5118/1 5 /31·32f 1S16f £5/18/1 £5/19/6. (Bearer) 6/3·64 3-64 116 1-32 ' '6 1·32 1·32 £6/1141 2 61t6 5-64 3-321 5-64 3·641 5·64f £6/1 /7lz £6/1/9 6 /1-64 £6/1/9 with coup. 64. 7X pi. 34/9 /lOlz 7101!! /934 /934 /9 /634 

Spies Pet. /15a /l5a /134 /1 34 

RUBBER 
Allied Sum. 21 /7lz /9 /9 /.4 l z l/ /9 L6 1 / /llz i4t2 1112 /6 /412 1/ /6 /3 /7lz AngJo.Dutch PI. S9/9 /llz 40/3 39/7 1z 9 1 /3 8/1012 9/41z 9/ 8 /6 9f11z /9 /6 13 13 /4 12 8 /9 9 /7lz 8 /101z 9/101 z 9[ 40[ 39/41z 8 /6 /9 9 / llz 8i7lz /71z 9 /10l z 

Anglo·Malay, 19/3 18/9 /3f 13/1 /4 l z Angl<>&lmatra, 32/ xd · Ayer Kuntng, 40/ 40/ 39/6 _40[ 39/9 /9 /9 1214 9/ /41 2 

@Cfl~i~btta~ 
Mail~ 
NOVEMBER 

Australia (except 
West) ....... ....... .... 12 M China ......... ........ ..... 12 M New Zealand ....... .. 17 M Fiji Islands ............ 17 E Mauritius ............... 1 7 E Australia (West) ... 19 M Hong Kong .......... .. 19 M Chile (North) ........ 24 M Central Amercia ... 24 E Gold Coast .... .... .... 24 E Japan ...... ........... ... .. 24 E Nigeria .... ...... ...... .... 24 E Peru (except 

lquitos) ...... .. .. ... ... 24 E Dutch East I ndies... 25 M C h I I e (e X C e p t 
North) ........... ....... 25 E Bunna ........... .. ........ !16 M Straits Settlements 26 M Rhodesia ............ _.. 26 E S. A I r I c a (except 
Cape Town) ........ 28 E Brazil 4 Argentine (except B u e n o s 
Aires) .. .. ........... .... 27 E West lndies ........ .... 27 E China and Japan 
(via Siberia) ...... 29 E 

DECEMBER 
Leeward Islands .. .. East Africa ........... .. 
Ceylon .... ......... ...... .. s. Brazil & Argentine (Buenos A I res) ... 
Uruguay .•.•..•....• •..•• 
India .......... .. .... ..... .. South Africa (Cape 

1 M 
1 E 
2 M 

2 E 
2 E 
3 M 

Town) .. .... ......... .... 3 E Canada (West) ...... 4 E British Guiana ...... 4 E Newfoundland ........ 7 E Jamaica ................... 8 M Bermuda .......... .. ..... 8 E Mexico .............. ... .... 8 E Trinidad and 
Barbados ............. . U.S.A, (West) ..... .. 

Sierra Leone and 
Gambia .. ........ .. .... . Sudan, Aden and 
Iraq ...... ........... ... .. Canada (East) .... .. 

Egypt .......... ........... . 
Palestine and Cyprus .. ......... ..... .. 
U.S.A, (East) ....... .. 
Malta .... .. ......... ...... . Gibraltar and 

Morocco .............. . 

8 E 
8 E 

8 E 

10 M 
11 E 
11 E 

14 E 
16 E 
17 E 

18 E 
M-Morning. E-Evening. 

THEtv 
GUA 
CAll 

gives readers an c. 
in more permant 
they have admire 
past year. 
Twelve photogra 
and each of high 
duced by the m 
process, mounte" 
which is itself pier 
it may be hung. 
The 1937 Calend 
previous issue. '1 
embossed in gold 
is enclosed in a· 
cover design is r 
As a gift for Chr' 
friend at home or 
your home, it w1 
pleasure througho 

Price 2' 
Copies may be ob 
Messrs. W. H. S1 
principal N ewsagc 

th 

THE MANC:E
GUAR[' 

M! 

91 /llz /3 11 12 8/7lz 9 / 8 /7lz /lOlz. deb. 105lz 
Un. Castle 6 % p l. 27 /3 

TEA AND COFFEE 
Amal. Tea-, 9 Ss 
Anglo-Ceylon, 24 .'3 /6 /6 Assam, 1 8/ /4 lz /7 lz 181 /7 l z /4iz 18/ 18/ Assam Con. 8% pl. 16/4lz Bengal Un. 5 % pf. 24}3 Brit. I ndian, 43 /6 
8udla Beta , 33; 2 .'9 . Cachar, 22 /. 6 % pf. 18 '9 19 1 Cambuhy 8 % pf. 14/6 15, 3 /1 lz 14/1012 11012 /6 15/ 14/9 
Carolina· of Ceylon, 23 ' 2 /6 /6 3 / Ceylon Tea Plant. 55 / 5 / Ohul6a, 41 /S 2 '61 
Cons. E states, 42/ xd 
Cons. Tea and J,ands, 20% % £20/11 £20/1 / 20% Doloswella , J 5 , 9 
Dooars, 45/6 
Eastern Assam, 1 9 '9 
East ern Produce, 45 / 4 1 /6 3 .'! 3 '! 4 1 Genera l Ceylon. 19 16 1 9' 16 1819 19/ Imp. •rea, 24 /6 3 /4 lz /9 4 1 /6 J etinga, 21 16 /6 /3 
Jhanzie, 29/ /9 /9 IS 
Joka i, 40/ 39 /6 40 ' S9 . 6 Jcrehaut, 43 / 3/ 3 i 
Lungla, ll /214 /0 34 /4 12 Nuwara E liya. 70 / /712 1712 Rajawella, 9 !7lz 16 /6 /71 2 /9 

TELEGRAPHS AND 
TELEPHONES 

America:t Tel. 186 6 8 12 Anglo·Amer. 761 5. 6 % p!d. 129 Anglo-Pcrt~pese , 26!3 13 xd Cable and Wireless 7 lz% A, '!134 2 158 3· ' 1 78 3a 7a 1 ~ s 8 3 4 2 2 178 3 8 1 · 14 l a 14 1 l a. B, 6 34! 71 a 6 34 51 2 % pi. 102121 14 s 14 2 34 1 ~ • 
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Bah Lias, :SS/9! 
Batu Rata, 19/ 

Gr. N. of Denmark: 461, with coup. f1 Interna t. Tel. Ca p. l415t6 7c 12 J ,~ % ,. 3• 15. 14%.15 !4W8 sa 116 ':o •·· -, :Marcont Manne, <D7J ~ prie:'l · ~- ,.. • ·· 
Beaufort, 16/3 /3 /3 1519 16f4 1z 15/4lz Bertam, 419 - /6! /8 /9 /6 [634 f.lO l z 1814 /F 1112 /7l z /634 /7 [lOlz /6 Beooeki, 2716 
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IS THIS THE ROAD TO PARIS? 

How long? 
· To ditor of 1l N ew1 Chronicle WE re gravely concer d with the plight of tb! German prison~rs f war in this country. Altho · more than a ear has passed since victory t othing about the date on which they may expect to be repatriated. But there comes a point beyond which men cannot live without hope. 

Visiting ministters of religion and other• report a very rapid sPiritual deterio.ration in the camps during the last few weeks. 
Men who might have gone bactt to Germany full determina.tion to build a more liberal society are becoming hard and cynical : they say that lib!er_a.lla~ and Christianity a're a pretence: and British people and British institubeing replaced by indifference and 

a dangerous feeling that they can no for anything from us. and must look 

about their fate 
: they feel that at any rate they know · 

end. 
to their wretchedness. 

relatives at home in the prohibited from sending own rations. · 
pay the Government the 

How long? 
full Trade Undon rate for their service., they them· seLves receive as a maximum a penny haJ41enny a:a. hour. Then there is the non.-fraterndlation rule, which by turning men into pM"iahs a an oftence to Christtian principLes and l.s felit by the prilo:aera 1D be such. 

* *· We therefore earnesUy bee Hia Ma)eet,... Government: 
1.-To draw up a definite scheme for the ~lease I of these men, if necessary by va.rd.ous caf.eionee, liy the earliest poss~ble dates ; 
2-To announce this scheme to the prisoners with • the minimum of delay since the certai!llty of release n even at a relatively distant date would be lea intoleraQle than the present un.certain.ty ; 3-To pay working prisoners the rate for the job (less expenses for keep), part of the mo~ey perhaps being paid week by week and part beiDJ 'credited to them for their use after release; 4-To permit the de9I)atch of food parcels, etc .. to relatives ; 
5-To relax the non-fraternisation rule. 

VIOLET BONHAM CARTER, HENRY . 

We make this plea for the sake both of our common humanJty and of the British good name.~ 
. CARTER, R. NEWTON FLEW, VICTOR GOLLANCZ, H. J . ~1, LINDS,6.Y, GILBERT MURRA,Y,~,....,,M_~ E. PARMOOR, R. R. S~ l4, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 



PARIS, Sunday. THE Paris Conference-" peace " conference is P.erltaps too optimistic a term for this gathering of 21 Allied nations, called upon to consider decisions reached earlier by the Big Four-will open tomorrow with two important absentees. 
. ' ·. One is Mr. Bevin, grounded by ill-health at the last minute, and 1 replaced as h~ad of the British delegation by the Prime Minister. ' The other is Germany. 

Germany is the crux and centre of any lasting TWO OF THE 2,000 ~ettlement of European peace. At the very moment when this Conference opens, with the •····'"''''''''"'·"'''·'···· hopes and fears of a good part of the world centred upon it, the semi-solution for the German problem found at Potsdam is about to be torn up. But Germany is not on the agenda tomorrow. Nor is Japan. Instead, the 1,500 delegates, who were settling into their 17 Paris hotels tonight, will consider only the draft decisions of the Big Four for five of Germany's former allies - Italy, ·. Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria and Finland. 1_ And tonight, after the Deputies of th(l Big Four Foreign Mtinisters had.for two hours discussed whether the texts of these should be made pubhc at midnigtlt, as 1'\ad been -- --- ---.A i t UT!:~: ~ ~a.n.n._t!i. ~~ __ .. .....1..-1-- .- ..... . ~ 
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DURRANT'S PRESS CUTTINGS 
St. Andrew's House, 32 to 34 Holborn Vladuet, 
and 3 St. Andrew Street, Holborn Clrous, E.C.1. 

Cutting 

Telephone : CENTRAL 3149. 

The Times 
Printing House Square, E.C.4. 

fr.om issue dated ................. ~.g . .J.~NJ.~~~ .... .. 
THE LEAGUE OF-NATIONS 

AND REFUGEES 

A " DAMAGING" PROPOSAL 
Lord Noel-Buxton, president of the 

Save the Children Fund, has sent to Mr. 
Eden and the Secretary-General of the 
League of Nations a resolution passed by 
the council of the fund urging the League 
of Nations not to sacrifice justice and 
humanity to political expediency by 
arranging for a progressive liquidation of 
the Nansen International Office for 
Refugees by the end of 1938 without 
substituting a central League organization 
for the protection of all refugees. 

The resolution records that the fund has during 
the past 14 years expended £632,000 on relief and 
settlement of refugees. The council views the 
recommendations of the Committee on Inter
national Assistance to Refu~ees with grave 
apprehension. It considers the proposal for 
the progressive liquidation of the Nansen 
Office to be completed by December 31, 1938, 
extremely detrimental to the refugees and 
damaging to the great humanitarian work of the 
League, and also that the suggestions made by 
the committee contribute a means whereby the 
refugees (in this case Russians and Armenians) 
will be, in fact, handed over without appeal and 
without any kind of outside protection or inter
ference to the petty tyranny and injustice of 
minor governmental and other authorities. 

Further, the council welcomes the proposal 
that an international authority under the League 
shall be maintained to promote the relief and 
settlement of refugees from Germany; but it 
cannot understand how such a recommendation 
can be made in the one case, when, in the other, 
the protection to be granted to the German 
refugees is to be withdrawn from the Russians 
and Armenians. It views with grave suspicion 
the suggestion that the High Commissioner for 
German refugees should prepare and summon 
" an intergovernmental conference with a view 
to establishing a general system of legal pro
tection for refugees from Germany and possibly 
for all refugees." 

The inter-governmental conference of 
October 28, 1933, with the assistance of the 
experience of the Nansen Office, elaborated a 
Convention, which if implemented and carried 
ont in its spirit would make the lives of th 
refugees tolerable. The conncil is of opinio 
that the summoning of another inter-govern
mental conference would be a waste of time and 
public money, when the 1933 Convention could 
easily be extended by a ::;imple resolution of the 
Council of the League to German and any other 
refugees. The council views with grave anxiety 
the absence of any financial recommendations 
by the committee, and regrets that the suggestion. 
made in its memorandum submitted to the com
mittee, for the raising of money by mt:ans of l ~pecial issues of surcharged stamps was passed 

wer. 



'COCKCHAFER. Iett ~nangnat uan. ~UJ. 
DELIGHT arrived Hong~kong (Jan. 20). 
DUNDEE left Grenada for Barbados (Jan. 19). 
EcHO left Malta for Alexandria (Jan. 19). 
ELECTRA and ESCORT left Nauplia (Jan. 19). 
ExMOUTH, EscAPADE. EcLIPSE. and EsK left Piraeus 

(Jan. 19). 
ExPREss left Poros (Jan. 19). 
FEARLEss and ST. JusT arrived Gibraltar (Jan. 19). 
GRIMSBY arrived Batavia (Jan. 20). 
LowESTOFT arrived Gaalong Bay (Jan. 20). 
>uBMARINES H .50 and H.34 arrived Portsmouth (Jan. 20). 
VALIANT and SEAHORSE arrived Malta (Jan. 20). 
VESPER left Portland for Chatham (Jan. 20) . 
.VELLINGTON arrived Wellington (Jan. 20). 

YOUNG MOTORIST ACQUITTED 
OF MANSLAUGHTER 

JAMES KENNEDY, 19, who was indicted at the 
)orset Assizes for manslaughter arising out of a 
notoring accident, was Acquilled of that charge, 
mt found Guilty of dangerous driving. 
\fR. JusTICE HAWKE sentenced him to six: 
nonths' imprisonment in the second division arid 
lisqualified him for holding a motor-driver's 
icence for three years. In passing sentence as 
.tated MR.. JusTICE HAWKE said that he agreed 
¥ith the jury's verdict. Kennedy had killed one 
:yclist and might "well have maimed a second into 
vhom he ran. It was a bad case and one which, 
lespite Kennedy's age, he could not overlook. 

PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES 
HOUSE OF LORDS 

AT 3 
.Swearing-in of Peers. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 
AT 2.45 

Swearing-in of members. 

You 



OATASTROPH.E FEARED. 
To TBB EDITo& oil' " TuE DAILY 1'1n.EoBAPK:' 
SlB-We desire to bring to lihe notice of the aJ,!._bli() j;he effect, as it ooncerns Vienna, of the ~·reoa.ty, whioh three.teD8 to brillg a.lmost unpr~ted disaste-r to this greoa.t oity1 iD the hope tb&t even now sometAhi ng ca.u be <lone to a. vert it. The fao1:.6 are as follows : The diminution of territory oonstituting the St~te of Austria leaves Vienna., with its population of two millions, the capital of an a.rea oonta.ining on..ly six instead of fifty-fonT millions of people. Such a city is out of a.U proportion to the size of the state, and a large number must either starve or go elsewhere. The ll&para.te provinces of Germu-Austria each have their own Pa.rliamf:ollt, a.~~aoay litt.Ie attention .to the desires or needs of ~ien.na. 
'fhe-~ Sta.te&4&rved out of the old empire a.re in.imicaJ to the new Austria, and will not trad&with her unless obliged to by the Entente Powers. To them belong the greoa.teet .part of the mines whence ooaJ and other essenttaJ raw . ma.terials used to be obtained. Thus oo8.1 I oa.n.not now be supplied to householders in ~uant4ties g!eo&ter than SOlb per week. Thij ' 11 hardly sufficient for oooking purpoees, a11,d ' the restriction mea.ne that the Viennese will not be able this winter to he&t their livi~-rooma. The oonsumption of gas and electr•c cu.rrent is alreadv so restricted that only one or two rooms in the average house ,...,. be dimly lit for. a couple of hours nightly. 

The ool1li0'1'~ for the cit,i' is tha-t the Vimma eeotioo of th~ Repa.ratioo Oommiaaion wiU in- , terfere before it is too La.te by inducing Aue- 1 tria's neighbours to {lrovide her with th.e abao-1 lutely necessaty mirumum a.mount of ooal and foodstuffs. 
Uuleas arr~ementS be made by the A'Llied · Governments for the provision of vital necessities, famine and chaos stare VielUla in the face, witil reeults whioh cannot fa.il to be far-rcaohing. Already the conditions are IIKl8t eerious. So prolonged hu bean the umder-.nourishment that it is .t.ima.ted that 60 per· cent. of all the children have rickets, and 90 pe;r oent.. rA the oaaee ol ehil· drt111'e illness ate tubereuloaa. The births, wohieh iD pre-war days ezoeeded the deatba b;y 5,000 per annu.m, have, iD tdle five yean of nr been exceeded by them to the extent of 80,000, or a.n average of 16,000 p.a. 
Hel~ is being ~ven by the Amerioa:n Relief Comml88ion, wluoo is eroviding ooe mep.l per Uiem to over 100,000 children. The British Food Mission, which has also been sending ia supplies, is now to be cklaed down owing to the f~ that j)he cred·it granted for that purpoee is now e:ahausted. This withdrawa.l'wool<l be most seriou~1 and we caJ1tllot plea.d too Sllilroo.gly ; that it &h&ll not take pJ.a.oe tiU &Ueb tJme as · tdle Repara-tion Commission shaLl be a.ble to exercise eve.n wider functiGns, a.n.d we urge the necessity from every point of view of attempting to alleviate the present terrible ccmditiO!ll!, 

IIJ{)l"e especia.ll' in order to Sa.ve the thousands of childre~~'s hvee, whioh "iD otJtenri88' be ~ ar greviou$ly and permanently impaired.-We are, Sir, yours fa.~thfully, . 
Taoa. B.uLOw. ~ OIIZWJI. 
AJ~Mqt.» a:e:NNE'rr. A. BUTB li'Bt. BiuuORAMP. ARTHtl'll HBXDDSOJI. a BENTlNOL F. w. Hmst. 
BuoKMA&:r:u. GILB:&RT Mtmtu.'l. 
Bua1fJI>M· BotU.Cir Pr.vlr~. Nr·m. J,Wn'ox. J. c. Wawooa. Joa11 Ct.rriod. B. G. w.:tl.s. J . B, Cl.'rlll:s. &w. WDrto& LoVJU 0RE.rGJI'l'Qlt, 



The results fort e rs ve nont!ls show a."Uamn 
f revenue over expenditure of £12,183,93(. ~rhe 
,roportion of the guarantee for the same perioo is 
e21,226,600, and the deficit is therefore 

9,042,666. Two important factorn affect the ex
enditure for ~he whole year as oompared with the 

1rst five months: The increased price <Yf coal (which 
;ook effect on J u]y 21) is not reflected fully in the 
<\.ugust figures, whereas it will be a heavy item in 
:he later months, and various c<Jncessions to~ 
men, nC'' full~ ooerative in the e:trlier monvns, will 
1lso in< • ... <> ~"""t. further be 
borne i 
portion 
year. 
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Any improvement in !!ne P<iSH.vu ·- _ 
(i) To the extraordinary increase in passenger 

trnffic la.st su=er, and 
(ii) To the decision to apply, from Aprill, 1919, 

to Government traffic the sa.nie rates of increase ....-
as luwe been ma,de to the public. 
The latter results in a credit to the railway a~unt 

of about £5,000,000, but this credit involves a eor
respouding 0harge to other Government departr 
ments. It 9nould be added that the present estimate 
of £45,000,000 as the amount of the deficit may 
prove to be inadequate 

(i) If t}).e drop from the summer level of pas
senger re~ipts is .more marked than usual, as may 
well be the ca~e in view of the unprecedented 
'i:r.cight attainod, and 

(ii) As a resalt of the diS!.ocaflion of business by 
hbour troubles. 
On the other ha,nd, no allowance is made !or an's 

growth of revenue from increases in goods rates which 
may become operative before the close of the financial 
year. 

GRAVE SYRIAN SITUATION. 
THE BRITISH WITHDRAW AL. 

CAIRO, Oct. 22 (delayed). 
A serious situation is developing in Syria. 

The preparations for the evacuation by British 
troops are proceeding apace. Acoording to pre
sent arrangemenw oul' tro<Jps should be west 
of Aleppo on NoY. 11, and out of Syria by the 
12th, but owing to ditiiculties of transport 
there may be two or three days' delay. We 
have informed the French that, having retired 
from any given point, under no ci·rcumstances 
will we move forward again. 

The .Armenian refugees who had been re
patriated by our good otiices in .liardin, A.intah, 
Ourfa, &c., some 3,000 all told, are being 
brought back to Cilicia, as they have been de-l 
pendent on us for their supplies. We are leav
ing the rest of the populatton to fend for them
selves, and a number of the ChnstiaDB are oom-
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impossible in the near future to discuss the matter 
at a round table Conference. vVhat the next step 
will be does not appear to have been -decided so far. 
Any attempt to rush a final verdict would have unfor
tunate results. All the omens point to a continuance 
of general discussions in the Press and elsewhere, 
\Vith the prospect of having the whole matter 
thtrished out afresh at the Sixth Assembly next 
Sept.cri1bcr. This may very well be the best thing 
tha:t ·could happen. 

... *: • • 
Labour and the Protocol. 

A N e~tremely important joint meeting~ the 
Executives of the Intern~~.feder;f.fon of 

Trade Unions and the Labour 'f~ Soi:iilist 
International (the second Intern~~ was held 
at Brussels at the beginning of Januat.f. Various 
resolutions urging ratification of I.L.O. conventions 
were adopted, and perhaps the most interesting 
discussion, apart from that on the visit of a British 
trade-union delegation to Russia, took place regard
ing the Geneva Pcotocol. A re.sOlution was adopted 
which, " while recognising the imperfecticns of the 
Geneva Protocol," declares the instrument to mark 
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on obtaining the ratification of the Protocol alhl the 
convocation of the Disarmament Conference, since 
the only alternative appears to be an attempt to 
attain security through special treaties of assistance, 
which would lead to a system of opposing alliances, 
and increase the peril of war. 

* * * * 
Dr. Luther and the League. 
THE new German Governll?-ent will, if it l<:sts 
1.1 long enough, have to dee1de about applymg 

.for membership of the League. As a whole it must 
be reckoned less favourable to Geneva than its 
immediate predecessor, inasmuch as the Nationalists 
are directly represented in it. At the same time, 
Dr. Luther, l)r. Marx' successor as Chancellor, 
evidently desires to follow the late Government's 
foreign policy with few changes, and his references 
to the League in his opening speech to the Reichstag 
suggest that on the whole he is more in favour of it 
than not. One step already announced is the 
defmite reversion to the eight-hour day, though 
that this decision was taken for internal reasons
i.e., with a view to conciliating the workers-and for 

'1.10 others is clear enough. At the same time, the 
observance or otherwise of the Washington Hours 
Convention by a Great Power is a matter of impor
tance to the whole International Labour Organisa
tion. If Germany carries out her declared intention 
there will be less excuse than ever for the failure 
of this country and France to embody the pro
visions of the \~~ington Convention in olU" do~ 
tic legislation. 
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Gmnany and Article XVI. 

ONE task that will devolve on Dr. Luther will 
be the handling of certain negotiations already 

begun between Berlin and Geneva. The German 
Note to States represented on the Council, asking 
whether they \Vere in favour of Germany's being 
made a permanent member of the Council, have 
now all been answered, and all in the affirmative. 
A further Note has, however, been addressed to the 
Secretary-General raising the question of the 
obligations that might fall on Germany under 
Article XVI of the Covenant if she joined the 
League. The last German Government apparently 
took the view that it would be dangerous for Ger
many in her unarmed state to give passage to League 
troops sent (let us say) to support Poland against 
an imaginary war with Russia, on the ground that 
if such troops were unsuccessful, and Russia ad
vanced westward, Germany's passive participation 
in the operations would bring on her a R.ussian 
attack, against which she would be powerless to 
defend herself. The danger seems remote, and there 
can be no serious question of putting Germany on a 
different footing from other members of the League 
in regard to Art. XVI. (Recognition of Switzer
land's historic neutrality was hardly the same 
thing.) In any case, it is a matter with which only 
Assembly can deal. The Council has nothing to do 
with the admission of new members. 

* * * * A Long Rope for Opium. 
VENTS sometimes take strange turns, and it 
is possible that before this issue of HEADWAY 

pears the Second Opium Conference at Geneva 
may somehow have survived the crises which have 
threatened to submerge it. The belief that Lord 
Cecil, going out as first British delegate, might have 
a new policy in his pocket, was justified when at the 
opening meeting of the adjourned Conference he 
unfolded the Government's offer to end opium-smoking 
finally fifteen years after China had sufficiently 
cleared herself of poppy-growing to remove the 
clanger of smuggling into British territories. What 
this means is that Great Britain, having pledged 
herself in 1912 by the Hague Convention to the 
" gradual and effective" abolition of opium-smoking 
in all her territories, decides in 1925 on a policy which 
may produce abolition by about 1945 or thereabouts, 
though even of this there is no sort of guarantee. 
The argument that opium cannot be kept out of 
places like Singapore while it is being produced 
wholesale in China, undoubteclly has substance. 
On the other hand, it is fatally easy for dependencies 
depending on opium for a large part of their revenue, 
and concerned lest its abolition should cause some 
unrest among their Chinese population, to throw up 
their hands and declare they can do nothing till 
China does. All that can be said is that if the process 
of abolition proves as effective as it is going to be 
gradual, our posterity may see the complete end of 
the evil. 

* * * 
.'\ Hint irom Rumania. 

AN interesting note from the H.umanian Finance 
Minister has been received at Geneva suggesting 

that the. Lea~e might with advantage undertake 
on behalt of hls own ana ""h",.. ~onntries in EurOJ?e 

the same kind of financial operation as has proved 
so beneficial in the case of Austria and Hungary. 
The proposal opens up prospects of some imp()rtance. 
It is obviously something of an anomaly that the 
first and, apart from the Greek Refugee Scheme, the 
only, countries to benefit so far by the League's 
financial intervention have been iiYo of the four 
States opposed to the Allies in the \Var. :Many 
Allied States, notably Rumania, Jugo-Slavia and 
Poland, found it none too easy to raise ne~dccl loans 
on acceptable terms. The League could uridoubtedly 
be of much assistance to them. The question, however, 
is whether such States would be prepared to acce,I?t,1 anything like the kind of financial supervision which' 
the League is exercising in the case of Austria and 
Hungary. It \Vas that more than anything else 
which induced British and American investors to 
lend their money to those countries. 

* * * * Germany and the Saar. 

CONSIDERABLE disquiet has been caused by 
a persistent rumour that it is the intention of 

the League Council at its March meeting to recom
mend the re-appointment of M. Rault as Chairman 
of the Governing Commission in the Saar for yet a 
sixth year. There could be no defence for such 
a decision. It has always been clearly understood 
that f1ve years would be the extreme limit of :M. 
Rault's tenure of this office. No criticism lies 
against M. Rault himself, but the whole purpose 
of the introduction of League government in the 
Saar was to ensure absolute fairness of treatment 
for the German population, and from the League's 
point of view it is essential not only to be fair, but 
to be seen to be fair. To retain the Chairmanship 
of the Commission in the hands of its one French 
member for five years is in itself a policy open to 
grave objection. To extend that period to more 
than five years would be to lay the League Council 
open to the most damaging criticism. The decision 
taken in December that the first Presidents of the 
proposed League Commissions on the disarmament 
of ex-enemy countries should, in the case of 
Germany, Austria and Hungary, all be Allies, 
has done much to alienate German opinion fn~~n 
the League. To take a false step in the Saar 
would still further stimulate anti-League tendencies . 
in Germany. __ t 

* * * * Senator Borah and the League. L: 1 . 

T HE fact that Senator BoraJ1 has now . 
succeeded Mr. Lodge as Chairman of the 

Foreign Relations Committee of the American 
Senate lends considerable importance to a state
ment he has just made on the general question 
of world peace. Mr. Borah stands for a world 
conference to clear up economic difficulties, for 
the codification of international law and for a definite 
outlawry of war as a method for settling inter
national disputes. What strikes one, of course, 
regarding the statement is that very little except 
inherent political preconceptions separates Senator 
Borah from the League of Nations. It is true that 
he considers even the Protocol falls short of his 
ideals, because, under certain circumstances, it 
permits war still to be waged. That is true only in 
the sense that the Protocol does provide for the use 
of collective force by the whole s0ciety of nations 
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Republicans to armed rebellion in March of last year, 
but was not sufficiently pronounced for General Condylis 
-more Royalist even than the King, whom he had 
consistently thwarted and opposed in 1923. 

But the country was utterly weary of the intrigues of 
politicians and generals. After the ruthless suppression 
of the rebellion even the Greek love of politics died. 
The nation looked on with indifference, while Condylis's 
coup d' etat in October was followed by a resolution of 
the " Rump " of the Assembly to recall the king and, on 
November 3, by a plebiscite so organised that its 97 
per cent. vote for the monarchy was a foregone con
clusion. Greece no longer cared ; one Government 
was as bad as another. 

It was the king himself who awoke his people from 
this apathy. His proclamation from London on 
November 5 contained a significant hint of " collabora
tion." After his triumphal entry into Athens on 
November 25 he demanded a general amnesty. General 
Condylis, who opposed it, tendered his resignation-as 
a matter of form. But the King accepted the resignation 
and the king-maker was not reinstated. Instead, the 
amnesty was declared, and Professor Demerdjis invited 

to form a temporary government of "neutral personali
ties," in order that elections might be held and the Constitution revised by a National Assembly 
truly representative of the nation. This assembly, 
elected on January 26,, will meet on the 12th of next 
month. 

It is interesting to look back at the impression made 
by this king during his brief reign in 1923 on Mr. Henry 
Morgenthau, Chairman of the Greek Refugee Settlement 
Commission set up by the League of Nations :-

" I found the King to be a pleasant, but by no means 
imposing young gentleman. His pleasant smile and 
unaffected good manners were most attractive. He 
quickly showed, however, that he was not of kingly 
mould. The self-confidence of inward power was 
wholly lacking. Beneath his efforts at self-possession 
it was easy to perceive that he was a man of uncertain 
mind and possessed by fear." 

A man " of uncertain mind and possessed by fear " 
could hardly have freed his country from the tyranny of 
politicians and military " putschists " and restored 
national unity in the two short months which have 
sufficed for King George of the Hellenes. 

OPEN-AIR MEETINGS 
By C. CLAXTON TURNER 

Who has been speaking in Hyde Park on the Union's platform every Sunday for the p:zst three years. 

T HE full value of open-air meetings can only be 
achieved if organisers recognise that the normal 
procedure which is admirable in a hall or at a 

private garden-party is definitely adverse at street 
corners and in public places. 

The chief advantage of an open-air meeting is that 
its message can reach the ears of sections of the public 
whom nothing would induce to enter a hall in which a 
" pacifist " meeting is being held. The major part of 
that advantage is forfeited unless casual listeners are so 
interested by what they hear that they will thereafter 
regard the League of Nations as an attractive subject 
instead of as the dull fad they had believed it to be. 
Otherwise, our indoor meetings will continue to attract 
merely the same converted audiences over and over 
again. 

One of the commonest errors in the organisation of 
open-air meetings is to be found in the choice of the 
pitch. It should be obvious that, · as conversion of the 
unconverted is the primary motive, the meeting must be 
held within easy earshot of casual passers-by, who have 
no desire to listen, but who may be induced by what 
they hear by accident to stop and listen to the remainder. 
I have frequently found, however, that organisers 
obstinately insiRt on holding their meetings in a local 
park or on a common, even though that place is 
normally deserted at the time of the meeting (so that 
none but ready-made supporters can reasonably be 
expected). The corner of a quiet turning, where the 
crowd passing along the main street could easily Le 
intrigued, would be infinitely more productive of 
result, though possibly less rusthetic. 

An important difference between indoor and open
air meetings lies in the duties of the chairman. In a 
hall, the chairman is a very important official through
out the meeting. In the open air, his duties are brief 
and defined-merely to persuade a nucleus of an audience 
to gather in readiness to listen to the speaker, and by 
their presence to call attention to the fact that the 
meeting is already in progress. 

Although the task of the chairman is not showy, his 
work is most valuable, because it gives to the speaker 

the advantage of being able to plunge straight into 
his address without having to expend energy on 
obtaining his audience piecemeal. 

There can be no hard-and-fast rule as to the point 
at which the chairman should make way for the 
speaker, but as soon as from thirty to fifty people 
have been attracted is a safe general assertion, for any 
speaker worthy of the naine can obtain a large audience 
from such a start. If, however, a member of the gather
ing audience tries to put questions, that is definitdy 
the precise moment, and the chairman should in every 
case leave it to the speaker to handle the questioner. 
In no case should the chairman indulge in attempts 
to euiogise the speaker or to recite the speaker's past 
history and attainments-open-air audiences do not 
care who or what he is ; they can only be interested 
by what he has to say. Having called upon the speaker 
briefly by name, the chairman's duties are ended. 

An open-air address should resemble one of those 
portmanteaux we see advertised-if the audience 
listens quietly, it can occupy half an hour or more; 
but if the audience be restive, difficult to interest or 
inclined to interrupt, it must be compressed into a 
quarter of an hour, or even less, "ithout omitting any 
of the essential points. 

Throughout his address, the speaker must w·atch 
for the slightest tendency for members of the audience 
to shuffle away, and on seeing such signs should at 
once invite questions as though his address were at an 
end. The omitted portions can always be incorporated 
in the replies to questions, and it is more useful to get 
the points heard in that way than to declaim them to 
an audience that has departed. 

For that reason, the speaker must realise that inter
rupters, properly handled, are his best friends in spite, 
of themselves. Even on a cold evening, an audience 
will remain to listen if there seems any likelihood of 
"fun," and a tentative dissolution of the audience can 
always be postponed by deliberately "drawing" a 
heckler into an argument. 

A further important point is that no attempt should 
be made to propose a vote of thanks. When the 
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speaker feels that all his points have been made, he 
should close the meeting quietly· but firmly, resisting 
any attempts to prolong the meeting. I have seen 
many meetings that have been well controlled and 
interested by the speaker utterly annulled by a well
meaning supporter getting on to the vacated rostrum, 
thus affording to hecklers, who had been kept in order 
by the speaker, an opportunity to turn the affair into 
a riot, merely because a comparatively ~Rsy victim 
had rashly offered himself. Similarly, if would-be 
hecklers find that the chairman is eager to interpose, 
they invariably redouble their efforts, in the 
hope of conveying to · the audience the im
pression that the speaker is incompetent. It is 
sometimes difficult for a chairman or supporters to 
realise that a speaker must occasionally " play to 
the gallery" in order to retain an easily-dispersed 
audience, and that what may seem to be a piece 
of trivial byplay or careless handling is really open-
air technique. The most essential traits of a · 
successful open-air speaker are knowledge of his 
subject, a keen sense of humour, ability to sum up 
the sincerity of questione~s and adaptability to the 

needs of the moment, and of these latter the speaker 
alone can judge. 

As has been proved in Hyde Park, at Reading, and 
at Kingston-on-Thames, the best possible results are 
obtained· by regular weekly meetings. Not only do 
audiences acquire the habit of 'Lttending with their 
unconverted frienc's, but in addition the speaker 
l.:;ecomes closely acquainted with the personal methods 
of the hecklers, with the further ad vantage of knowing 
their motives for opposition. 

It has often surprised me that seaside branches have 
not yet realised that meetings held on the beach on 
summer evenings near the promenade and pier would 
ensure huge audiences of potential new members in 
an excellent mood to be interested by a speaker who 
could combine amusement and interest with solid 
information. 

In conclusion, and perhaps the most important point 
of all, the speaker must not allow himself in any circum
stances or in response to any provocation whatever to 
" get rattled " or to lose his temper. Loss ot self
control inevitably means loss of control over the 
audience. 

SHELVING THE REFUGEES 1 
READERS of HEADWAY are already familiar with the 

refugee question in its broad outlines. But 
· before the report of the Committee of Inter

national Assistance to Refugees is considered, it is well 
to recall the situation with which that Committee was 
faced. 

By H. P. S. MATTHEWS 
The Nfnsen nternational Refugee Office is due to be 

wound up b ecember 31, 1938; the High Commission 
for Refugees coming from ~ from which Mr. 
James McDonald resigned at 'th@ .. enei'of December, was 
not intended to continue beyond January, 1936. The 
Sixteenth Assembly decided to set UP- a body of We 
experts to review the problem and to make proposals 
for the future organisation of refugee settlement and 
relief. That committee has now reported to the Council 
of the League. 

The refugees with whom the committee has been 
concerning itself are not., as so many people imagine, 
solely, or even primarily, exiles from Germany; 900,000 
of them are Russians and Armenians; 80,000 are from 
Germany. Even if every Jew in Germany were to 
cross the frontiers they would still only number 500,000, 

The N~nsen_Stamps, ?Y the sale of which funds f;r the Refugees 
are beme ra1sed. lt 1s hoped that all Member States will issue 

similar stamps in the near future. 

or a little over half the number of the " Nansen 
Refugees." 

The coml}1ittee was-f-aced by two major difficulties. 
In the first place, it was bound by the resolution of the 
Assembly calling for the liquidation of the Nansen 
Office by the end of 1938. In the second place, it was 
aware of the Soviet Government's dislike ot the Nansen 
Office, which it suspects ot fostering White Russian 
propaganda. M. Avenol, the Secretary-General, 
impressed upon the members of the committee that 
Russia would oppose any continuance of the Nansen 
Office or of a League organisation designed to take over 
its functions. Possibly he was himself not unwilling 
that the Secretariat should be relieved of the 
responsibility for the refugees. 

The committee, therefore, was well aware of the 
difficulties which stood in the way of a constructive plan 
for the refugees. 'rhe report begins with a very sym
pathetic review of the present situation ; it pays tribute 
to the past achievements of the Nansen Office; it 
recognises the paramount necessity of co-ordinating 
the work of Governments and charitable organisations. 
But the proposals in Part III fail lamentably to make 
any..Q.oncrete recommendations fo'i'" carrying on the work 
for the '· Nansen Refugees" when the office shall have 
ceased to exist. 

The proposals of the committee fall into two halves. 
The first half deals with the temporary measures for 
carrying on refugee work until the September meeting 
of the Assembly ; the proposals in the second half 
relate to a" subsequent organisation." 

Under Part (I) an " eminent personality " is to be 
asked to act as President of the Nansen Office-the post 
has for some time past been vacant. He would hold 
office only until Septemhr;:(, and his task would be to 
prepare~or the winding up of the Nansen Office in a 
"constructive manner." A second "personality," not 
specifically " eminent," would l:e invited to carry on the 
work of the High Commission for Refugees from 
Germany for the same period. It would also be his 
duty to convene an inter-Governmental Conference to 
consider the legal status of German refugees, and possibly 
also of the other categories of refugees; 

In its recommendations !or the future, the committee 
differentiates bet\reen the older c-:ttegories of refugees 
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Jwho are at present under the Nansen Offic~ 
~ ?erman refugees. For the refugees from man 

per~ organisation would be set up and wou ave 
financial assistance from the League. 

It would consist of representatives of Governments 
and of charitable organisations, and a person might te 
appointed as President of its Governing Body, possibly 
with the title of High Commissioner. 

For the Nansen refugees, on the other hand, no 
permanent arrangements are contemplated. For the 
three years of life which remain to it the Nansen Office 
is to prepare to " die constructively." 

The office, which was created because it was found 
quite impossible for Governments and private charities 
to deal adequately with the refugees, is then to hand 
over its work to Governments and private charities. 
The report frequently speaks of the necessity for co
ordination. But it makes no provision for any body to 
co-ordinate refugee work after 1938. 

The experts who appeared before the committee have 

emphasised that only some central organisation, backed 
by the authority of the League, would be capable of 
undertaking the multilateral negotiations with Govern
ments which are necessary if large-scale schemes of 
emigration are to be arranged. Only a central body 
could negotiate the loans necessary to finance emigration. 
Even in the days when millions were beinf; subscrired 
for refugee work the private charities found the task 
beyond them. To-day, their resources are, in ccm
parison, negligible. The fact that there are thousands of 
unemployed refugees congregated in certain countries 
makes it inconceivable that Governments unaided 
would be capable of conducting their absorption " i~ 
situ." 

Why has the committee discriminated between its 
treatment of the German refugees and of those under 
the Nansen Office? Their problems are practically 
identical-the main difference being that the problem 
of the Nansen Refugees is considerably more difficult of 
solution. The answer has been suggested at the 
beginning of this article. 

THE CATHOLIC TRADITION* 

/ 

T HIS important book, published for the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace under the 
auspices of the Catholic Council for International 

Relations, has been a labour of love, involving much 
scholarly research and the skilful arrangement of a 
very large mass of material. It is not only a valuable 
restatement of one element in Catholic doctrine, but, 
as the preface says, " a reminder to Catholics of their 
duty . . . to translate into action the principles 
of international justice laid down by successive 
Popes." And without doubt it makes a great, though 
of course a different, appeal .to · the interest of those 
who "do not share the spiritual allegiance of the 
author." 

The course of history has recently brought the 
Catholic Church into a position of conspicuous import
ance in ·world affairs. In proportion as nationalism 
has become more and more extreme in its claims and 
its violence, the great non-national, ultramontane, 
cecumenical Christian society has become more and 
more the natural exponent of the moral law that is 
above nations. As the State usurps the place of God, 
the Catholic Church becomes the most obvious centre 
of international protest against "that blood-stained 
idol, the Moloch of our time." The Vatican becomes 
a protector of liberty. It was, of course, very different 
in the middle of the nineteenth century, when national
ism was in the main an effort to attain liberty and the 
Church its determined opponent. It was still more 
different in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
when each Christian church or society was a centre 
of war. For the present generation at least, while the 
old habitual champions of justice and freedom, the 
parties of the Left, the Rationalists, the Quakers, 
the Liberals, are all with diminished powers doing 
their best in various separate countries, the Catholic 
Church stands out as the one fully organised interna
tional body which must by its very nature refuse to 
bow the knee to Baal. 

The growth of Catholic doctrine from the early 
Church, through Augustine, Aquinas, the great casuists, 
like Suarez, on to Taparelli in 1846, and the Letters 
and Allocutions of the more recent Popes, especially 
Benedict XV, forms an impressive historical study. 
Soldiers are by no means condemned in the New Testa
ment, so long as they oppress no man and are content 
with their pay ; Tertullian thought differently. In the 

Constitutiones A postolorum, again, soldiers may be 
admitted to baptism, which is denied to actors and 
actresses, musicians and the like. Yet there is a general 
sense of the wickedness of war. A ninth century Pope 
holds that it is "always Eatanic in origin." It is only 
right when "fought at God's command," a point 
somewhat difficult to ascertain. Aquinas insists on 
three tests : the authority of a legitimate prince, a 
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By Professor GILBERT MURRAY 

just cause, and a right intention in those who make it. 
Vittoria, again, while protesting against the absolute 
pacifism of Tertullian and ~uther-who seems to have 
condemned even resistance to the Turks-considers 
that "if a subject is convmced of the injustice of a 
war he ought not to serve ~n it even at the command 
of his prince." 

From discussions like these a mass of coherent 
doctrine is gradually formed. Suarez recognises " a 
general society of peoples " ; war is an offence against 
this society, and it has the right to punish. Taparelli 
develops the idea of an " ethnarchy " or Society of 
Nations, and regrets that their normal peaceful rela
tions with one another are so few. (He did not foresee 
how immensely they would muitiply.) 'Ihe more 
recent utterances of the Holy See have developed the 
idea of a positive and active peace, and repudiated 
the Bismarckian dicta about man being " a fighting 
animal" and war a normal and proper activity of 
nations. It follows that an "armed peace" is not a 
natural state, but unnatural and abnormal. " There 
is only one absolute in sociology," says Mr. Eppstein: 
" the relation of brotherhood existing among men, 
arising from the unity of their nature and the Father
hood of God." 

Neither nations nor individuals nor even churches 
can be expected always to live consistently up to their 
principles, but it is an achievement of real international 
importance to have put before the world this body of 
noble and closely reasoned doctrine wrought out by 
generation after generation of great Catholic thinkers 
and theologians. 

* The Catholic Tradition of the La.w of Nations, by John' 'l:ppsteiD. 
(Hw:ns, Oares & Washbourne, 1935.) 
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THE ·DEMA-ND 
FOR COLONIES: 

By H. D . . DICKINSON 
(LEEDS UNIVERSITY) 

AGGRESSIONS such as those of Japan in Manchuria 
and of Italy in Abyssinia are often justified on the 
grounds that the aggressor nation has within its 

own territory insufficient natural reserves (minerals or 
fertile agricultural land) for the requirements of its own 
people, and that consequently it must obtain additional 
territory, either for colonisation by an expanding 
population or as a source of raw materials, or as a market 
for domestic manufactures. Countries that, like Germany 
and Italy, lack fertile colonies are contrasted with those 
possessing large colonial empires as " proletarian " 
nations, destined, unless they, too, can acquire territory, 
to be hewers of wood and drawers of water for the richer 
colmtries. 

This view rests upon two assumptions. One is that a 
people is poor becaus~ it lacks minerals and fertile 
agricultural land. The other is that military conquest 
of mineral-bearing or fertile land will remedy such 
poverty. It is necessary to examine carefully these two 
assumptions. 

I. 

The poverty or wealth of a people depends on a 
number of factors of which nat~ral resources are only 
one. As important as natural resources is the manner 
in which they are used. The example of countries like 
Norway, Denmark, and Switzerland shows what can be 
done by a vigorous·and efficient people without valuable 
minerals and with 1and of low natural fertility. 

The factors on hich the standard of living of a com
munity depends may be summarised under five heads ; 
personal efficienc;v; organisation; mechanical equip
ment; the mod1. of distribution of wealth ; and the 
relation of popul:}tion to natural resources. 

(1) Personal efficiency is a vital factor in the estab
lishment of a blgh standard of life. The people of 
countries which have endured the discipline of modern 
industry have l~frnt habits of punctuality and reliability 
and have beco~e mechanically minded, which raises 
their producti~ity and hence their real income. 
Education, bot general and vocational, is one of the 
best investmen s that a nation can make. The peoples 
of Western Eurppe, North America and Australasia owe 
much of their. prosperity to their public educational 
systems. (2) Efficient organisation of industry and 
agriculture enables the best use to be made of available 
resources by applying the principles of standardisation, 
of specialisation, and of adaptation of the producing 
unit to the most economical scale of output. In industry, 
large-scale enterprise and vertical integration ; in 
agriculture; co-operation for the processing and market
ing of products are examples of this. Thus the Danes 
have compensated by efficient agricultural organisation, 
as well as by applied science, for the poverty of their 
soil. 

(3) Mechanical equipment is one of the factors 
governing the standard of life. The people of the United 

States have at their disposal more than twice as much 
power per head as the people of Great Britain ; this is 
one of the most important causes of their higher real 
income. The Norwegians and the Swiss, lacking coal, 
have developed-their water power and established new 
industries on this basis, t hereby raising their standard 
of life. The application of scientific knowledge in 
other ways, such as the breeding of new varieties. of 
animals and plants and the control of diseases and plant 
pests, comes under this head. How much Canada owes 
to the discovery of Marquis wheat or tropical America to 
the control of yellow.fever ! 

(4) The more equally income is distributed, the higher 
the standard of living of the great majority of the 
population. Hence the appearance of general well
being that characterises Australia and New Zealand. 
The presence of a class of rich men, whether landowners, 
mortgagees, industri~ capitalists, fundholders or 
sinecurists, generally i/mplies poverty at the other end 
of the scale. Here also we may refer to unproductive 
use of national wealth ; a nation which squanders its 
resources on armaments and futile colonial wars does so 
at the expense of its standard of life. 

(5) Natural resources must not be taken absolutely; 
it is the relation between natural resources and popula
tion that counts. Below a certain density of population 
communications are costly and the overhead costs of 
civilised existence amount to a large sum per head ; 
above a certain density the necessity of having recourse 
to inferior grades of soil and minerals reduces the average 
level of well-being. There is thus, for any country with 
given natural resources, organisation, mechanical equip
ment, education, scientific knowledge, etc., a certain 
range of numbers within which the people can enjoy the 
highest standard of life attainable for them. No people, 
however well organised or personally efficient, can avoid 
a fall in its standard of life if it multiplies indefinitely 
in a given space. Neither emigration nor territorial 
expansion is a cure for this. These only enlarge the 
scope of the problem for the nation when it exports its 
population also exports the habits which make poverty 
inevitable. 

It thus appears that a people need not be poor even if 
it lacks natural resources. Italy has already done much 
in the way of developing water-power and of agricultural 
co-operation. It still has much to do in the way of 
education. If the Italian government refrained from 
excessive military expenditure and ceased to encourage 
the very growth of population that menaces the Italian 
people's standard of life, there is little doubt that the 
prosperity of the country would increase without any 
need for colonial adventures. 

11. 
We must now examine the contention that the 

standard of living of a people, whatever it may be, can 
be raised by the conquest of territory. · Territory so 
acquired may be utilised in five ways : settlement by 
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The 411en Problem. 

y I suggest th t th faelin of uneasiness caused 

by tho oeorooy which still surrounas the qu~ntion of enemy 
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Your..; i'ai thi'ully, 

The Editor, 
Times, ''.C . 1. 
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One wonders at times if the people who hold the finandal 

destinies of the schoolmasters in their hands are aware of the 

facts. Presumably the Civil Sen·ice salaries are a guide as 

to what the Treasury considers reasonable pay : if so, then 

it appears that schoolmasters ar.e rated, consciously or 

unconsciously, between. the .General Clerical Class and the 

General Executh:e Class ; and, if the chances of promotion 

are taken into account, very much nearer the former than 

the latter! 
One point touched upon by "rublic School Headmaster," 

though a minor detail, is not without significance. Teachers, 

when their salaries were cut (for the third time), were forced 

to pay Income Tax on their uncut salary. This was a some

what striking contrast to the subsequent treatment of holders 

of "Yar Loan at the time of its conversion. Rightly or 

\Hongly, a cynical interpretation has been put on the sweet 

reasonableness displayed in the latter case ; and it is contrasts 

of the kind indicated which generate in the schoolmaster's 

mind, the suspicion that he is selected for special victimizatiol), 

and that his part in the nation's life is unduly depreciated. 

The loyalty and devotion of the teachers, as I believe every 

headmaster will testify, has remained unimpaired, but it 

could hardly remain so if this suspicion hardened into con

viction.- ! am, Sir, &c., 
l:KIVERSITY TRAINED ·HEAD~IASTER • • 

PAGANISM IN GERMANY 
LTo' the Editor of TIIE SPECTATOR.] 

Sm,- In his interesting article on "The Nazis and the 

Churches," on March 16th, Mr. Greenwood remarked that few 

Nazis "took the attempts to build up a new Nordic religion 

seriously, and there were not many uniforms at a German 

l<'aith Movement demonstration addressed by Professor 

Hauer." He also seems to imply that this movement exists 

to put forward " absolute dogmas , " on the matter ·of the 

Aryan race." 
While agreeing that this new " Dcutsche Glaubensbewe

gung_?' bas orily a limited appeal, I should, as one who has 

studied Comparative Religion under Professor- Hatter at 

Tiibingen, like to protest against any implication that he 

stands for any narrow anti-Semitic racialism. It is precisely 

these tendencies which he has atte111pted ·to resist : orily 

recently he issued a spirited defence of liberalism, and he has 

always stood for freedom in questions of religious belief. The 

emphasis in " German Faith Movement " is on Faith (as 

opposed to dogm~) not on "German," though it is true that 

his tolerant attitude towards religious belief includes a certain 

amount of the " nature-worship" associated with the old 

Germanic religion. 
This aspect of rc~;gion is one which the Lutheran Church 

(in which Professor Hauer was formerly a missionary in India) 

tends to neglect ; and by its insistence on a rather exclusive 

dogmatism it has perhaps driven.him to react more strongly 

against organized Christianity than might have been the case 

in this country. Unlike the German Christians, he does npt 

attack the Old Testament, nor does he seek to eradicate 

"Jewish" elements from the New. In many ways it would 

not be fanciful to regard his position as a· via media between 

Lutheran conseryatism and the perverted modernism of the 

German Christians. At any rate, whatever be the beliefs ef 
some of the German Faith Movement, Professor llauer must 

be included among the many Germans who are not '' orthodox" 

about the Aryan race.- 1 am, Sir, &c., 

Etreter College, Oaford. H. P, KI:-<GDON, 

CONDITIONS IN VIENNA 
[To the Editor of THE SPECTATOR.] 

Sn1,- May I call the attention of your readers to the subject 

of British relief work in Austria, in connexion with which I 

haYe just visited Vienna for the Save the Children Fund ? 

To meet the emergency two main agencies are at work. The 

Dollfuss-Initzer Fund is doing work of which Mme. Dollfuss 

showed me an example in the soup kitchen at Semmering, 

one of the poorest quarters. Here, as at many other places, 

food and parcels are distributed. A long queue of des titute

looking women were waiting their turn. It was pointed out 

that the yast majority of the recipients were suffering from 

distress not in any way caused by the recent disturbances-

a fact which confirmed the view that Yictims of the fighting 

.are often afraid to i·esort to unsympathetic quarters for help. 

This f~ct iliustrated the necessity for the other main agency 

of relief, that of the Society of Friends, which has received 

official rec~gniti~n. It has already ascertained that some 

seven thousand fa:milies require assistance, apart from the 

unascertained :ritimber of those dismissed ·from their jobs. 

I accompanied one of the_ workers to the homes of r~cipients 

in some of the battered blocks of dwellings, the courts of which 

were crowded that afternoon with visitors surveying the shell

holes and bullet marks, so that this famous municipal enter

prise became, in its bombarded condition, something of a 

popular resort. A typical case in the worker's round of visits 

was that of a woman with a sick child. The husband, when 

the firing began, thought that his wife was in another block, 

went out to find her and was shot dead by a stray bullet. 

This, and similar cases, have, up to now, been aided by the 

Quakers with small sums of money, but it is intended that 

relief shall in the main be by parcels of food, or orders for food · 

purchase, with financial aid for payment of rents. 

The ' save the Children Fund, which works for children 

abroad as well as at home, practises another method which it 

has used in Vienna ever since the War. It arranges for tlie 

" adoption " of an individual child, chosen from R'JlOng 

orphans or those in peculiar need, by one of its · subsc! jber·s, 

English or other. For £5 or so a child is in this way assisted 

week by week for a year. 
I cannot too strongly emphasize the value of gifts to this 

fund, which is· dividing ·its resources between the Quaker 

relief; Mme. Dollf1.tss's Fund; and its own adoption system. 

It would be easy to· make a harrowing picture of the con

ditions of mental misery and economic distress which are the 

lot of thousands of families. ''Vhat is not so easy is to disso

ciate'the problem of relief from the whole question of political 

conditions, of the policy of force pursued by organizations 

other than the artned forces of the State, and of the tmderlying 

responsibility attaching to the policy which reduced Austria 

to an uneconomic unit. But· the real urgency is to deal with 

the situation as it is. It cannot be denied that, howevct• we 

apportion praise or blame, a vast number of peri?ons, of 1vhom 

perhaps the majority are children, are suffe1:ing in a. 1-9anner 

which has no reference to guilt, and whi~h- calls .. ,urgently for 

our sympathy.- ! am, Sir, &c., · ·· 

40 Gonion Squa·re, W.C. I. }ffig£-BuXTON, 

President of the . S~siren !und. · 

SWISS NEUTRALITY FOR AUSTRIA 
: [To the Editor of TnE SPECTATOR.] 

Sm,- The declaration of Dr. Benes in favour of Austrian 

ncufrality · guaranteed on the Swiss model compels bo'th 

Britain and the United States to consider what respoa

sibilities they will accept t? help peace in Central Europe. 

Both the English-speaking Power;; desire to avoid European 

discords and will prefer to act like the l~riest and the Levitc 

rather than like the good Samaritan, but Dr. Benes says 

that the neutrality plan is probably the only way to ensure 

peace. The problem is to prevent Czechoslovakia, Ilunaarv, 

. Jugoslavia, Italy or Germany from sending troops a~ro;s 
the Austrian frontier. 

Britain and the United States could both undertake a 

sea-boycott as follows : not to allow their merchant ships 

to visit the aggressor's ports, nor to carry the aggressor's 

goods, not any goods to the aggressor, nor to allow the 

aggressor's ships to load or unload cargo at British or United 

States ·ports, nor to allow cargo coming from tiie aggressor 

country to be unloaded at any British or U,S.A. ports. That 

would encourage other guarantors living nearer to the 

guaranteed frontier to oppose the Yiolation of Austrian 

neutrality. · . 

Japan has dispelled respect for Geneva so · 'we must fall 

back on the laws of neutrality set forth in the Hague Con

vention of 1907. 
Neutrals cease to be neutral if they interfere with bclli

gerents, so all neutrals should combine to protect all neutral 

rights, but should not expose themselves or other neutrals . 

to a ttack by a belligerent. 
No neutral should supply war material to an aggres~or, 

~or the Austrians would be rightly aggrieved if people sitting 

m comfort and protected by the laws of neutrality should 

( 
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be making profit out of the continuance of hostilities against 
a fel~ow neutral and we still all agree that it would be repre
hel_ls.Ible and intolerable if Austrians were shot down by 
Bnttsh cartridges and guns while Britain was bound by 
treaty to uphold Austrian neutrality. 
-I am, Sir, &c., R. C. IIAwKIN. 

THE AMERICAN LATCHSTRING 
[To the Editor of THE SPECTATOR.] 

·Srn,-The English traveller in the United States seldom hears 
·a pleasanter remark from any friend, new or old, than " The 
latchstring is out," meaning, of course, that one is welcome at 
any time. In my article on the "Last of the Longfellows" the 

, word by some mischance became " latchkey," which, besides 
not making sense, spoils a delightful traditional phrase.-I am, 
Sir, &c., S. K. RATCLIFFE. 

JVhiteleaf, Princes Risborough. 

THE CASE AGAINST A RODEO 
[To the Editor of THE SPECTATOR.] 

Srn,-The National Sporting Club intend to hold a Rodeo 
in London during this summer, and the R.S.P.C.A. intend to do 

. their utmost to prevent such an unsporting exhibition from 
being held. A Bill which, if it is passed, will have this effect 
has been introduced by Sir Robert Gower, M.P., and it 
comes up for second reading on April 13th. 

When the :n.S.P.C.A. protested against the holding of a 
Rodeo m 1924 the producer accused 'the Society of being 

. "unsportsmanlike and un-English," and said that the show 
would appeal to the best sporting instincts of a British 

. crowd. At the second performance a steer had a leg broken. 
There were shouts of protest, and the audience demanded 
that the performance should be stopped at once. It was 
stopped, and that particular part of it-steer roping- was 
not repeated. 

At subsequent performances there were other unfortunate 
"accidents." In bull dogging (or steer wrestling) two steers 
had their necks broken (one after it had been thrown several 
times), horns were broken, steers bled from the nostrils, and 

. so on. R.S.P.C.A. inspectors were not allowed to examine 
the animals. Eventually the R.S.P.C.A. summoned the 
promoter of the Rodeo and some of those who took _part 
in it. The case came before a Bench of eleven magistrates 
and, by a majority of one (six to five), the summonses were 
dismissed. . 

Commenting on the result, the Solicito1·s' Journal of 
July 12th, 1924, said : "This case stands to the credit of the 
R.S.P.C.A., and on the well-known facts as to the Rodeo 
Exhibition there is no doubt the summonses would have 
succeeded had the justices applied the law." Thus, although 
the Jaw was not applied as it should hPve been- according 
to this expert opinion-five out of the eleven magistrates 
were ready to apply it. 

Cruelty was certainly apparent to the spectators. One 
paper said that the Rodeo sailed as near as it could to a 
bull-fight without actually being it. Another paper, after 
descri~ing bull dogging as "a heart-rending stupidity," 
added : " The same degree of cruelty towards his moke 
would have landed any coster in London in prison." That 
was quite true. 

The Sporting Llfe said : " It is not sport The 
lassoing and throwing of domestic animals more or less 
tame in a somparatively confined space like the Wembley 
Stadium, big though it is, is comparable with the coursing 
of rabbits in a field in which all the bolt-holes are stopped
the kind of 'sport' which is forbidden by law in Lhis 
country." 

Such is the exhibition which the National Sporting Club 
proposes to present in London this summer. Since the 
policy of the R.S.P.C.A. is to secure fair play for animals, 
the Society will try, to the utmost limit of its powers, to 
preYent the holding of a Rodeo anywhere, at any time, by 
anyone and, with that object in view, appeals for help to 
the animal-loving public. Copies of the petition in support 
of Sir Robcrt Gower's Bill may be had from the R.S.P.C.A., 
105 Jermyn Street, London, S.vV. 1.-I am, Sir, &c., 

FERGUS MACf:UNN, 
R.S.P.C.A., 105 Jermyn Street, S.W. 1. Chief Secretary. 

Music 
Passion Music 

THERE was a time when Good Friday in this country was 
ruled and regulated by Handcl's Messiah. Except for 
·Staincr's Crucifixion (which still enjoys a hole-and-corner 
existence), no other work was likely to become a rival. 
Then the 'Vaguer group began to make its claims and Parsifal 
was admitted to the field. Handel was no more the man 
for this group than Wagner .was for the other. But, for 
the majority the chief item in Good Friday's established 

·ritual is still the singing of Messiah, either to take part in 
it, or, if the voice is not what it was, proudly to follow it 
with the family vocal score in hand. Their numbers are 
many. There is no danger that Parsifal will usurp Messiah's 
dominion over the English Good Friday. During the 
interval of a Parsifal concert in the Albert Hall, when, 
according to custom, choralists join their friends in the 

· audience, I once overheard a remark of one of the singers. 
"I say it's unhealthy music," she declared, and then, by 
way of corollary, added : " There's nobody like old Handel 
after all." 

There is no need to read any profound meaning into those 
words. The simple expression was doubtless intended to 
convey a simple meaning, as who should say : " Parsijal 
is unhealthy because it is not the kind of music which 
normally appeals to normal English folk." And the after
thought can be interpreted: "Whereas Handcl's music is." 
The motive of "Vaguer's sacred music-drama is the rapture 
of pain. Even when Gurnemanz points to nature's re
awakening as a sign of the world's" gratitude for redemption, 
the thought is turned to increase the Knights' burden of 
sorrow. Yet, for all its preoccupation with pain, Wagner's 
last work does not lift us to any plane whcrcon, perhaps, 
we could begin to perceive, however dimly, the mystery of 
suffering. It is not purely spiritual enough for that. The 
poignancy of the utterance turns to pierce again ; and we 
are made to suffer for suffering's sake. That choralist 
spoke well : there is no health in this music. 

The B.B.C.'s choice of Bach's St. John Passion instead of 
Parsifal this year was an admission that another group 
had become articulate. Perhaps the hint was taken from 
the Promenade Concerts where Bach's following is at least 
equal in strength and calculated zeal to Wagncr's. More
over, Bach's Passions give us the best of two worlds, the 
theological world which Handel, admittedly, fills with 
sublime eloquence, and the psycho-analytical world which 
Wagner invested with something like luxury. In Bach's 
arias the sinner does not luxuriate, but he does know· the 
deadliness of human sin and hopes for regeneration durch 
Mitleid wissend; and the chorales in the St. John Passion 
lead from this consciousness (as in No. 7, "0 mighty love") 
by way of a personal adoration (No. 27, for example, "0 
King of Glory") to the exultant faith of the final hymn. 

The first lines quoted above are taken from Sir Ivor Atkins' 
edition, for which Dr. T. A. Laccy provided new translations. 
But last week either the B.B.C. or Sir Henry Wood decided 
to use Troutbeck's tex--t. It was perhaps a pity to forgo 
the advantages of the other edition which was successfully 
put to the test five years ago at the Worcester Meeting of 
the Three Choirs. The editor's aim was to settle by arbitra
tion the relation between Bach's declamation and the 
English language. His solution was serviceable in that it 
gave offence neither to musicians nor to theologians. In 
addition it conferred a benefit by restoring the phrasing 
indicated in the Bach-Gesellschaft full score. 

The work is so beautiful in its depth of expression that 
every care should be taken to make clear its original con
ception. Not that it is easy for an audience sitting in a 
present-day concert-hall invaded by radio appliances, to 
recapture the austere devotion of a Lutheran congregation 
in St. Thomas's, Leipzig, at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century. But the direct sin"lplicity of the music can be 
conveyed, and this was the virtue of Sir H enry Wood's 
performance, in spite of the swollen numbers of his forces, 
and thanks to the spirit of the Philharmonic Choir and 
especially to Mr. Eric Grecnc, the narrator. BASIL .MAINE. 
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Current Literature 
THE HUMANE ART 

Horace Walpole. ByR. W. KETTON-CR!lMER. 
Duckworth. r6s. . 

If at this moment there is little - chance of 
re-reading the sixteen volumes of the Paget 
Toynbee edition of Walpole's letters, while the 
prospect of possessing the magnificent Yale 
edition where all the letters are to be printed 
with all the answers, becomes remote, this sound 
and sober biography of Horace Walpole by 
Mr. Ketton-Cremer may serve at least to inspire 
some random thoughts about Walpole and the 
humane art which owes its origin-to the love of 
friends. 

But, according to his latest biographer, Horace 
Walpole's letters were inspired not by the love 
of friends but by the love of posterity. He had 
meant to write the history of his own times. 
After twenty pages he gave it up, and decided 
to write another kind of history-a history 
ostensibly inspired by friends but in fact written 
for posterity. Thus Mann stood for politics ; 
Gray for literature ; Montagu and Lady Ossory 
for society. They were pegs, not friends, each 
chosen because he was " particularly con
nected .. . with .one of the subjects about 
which he wished to enlighten and inform 
posterity." But if we believe that Horace 
Walpole was a historian in disguise, we are 
denying his peculiar genius as a letter writer. 
The letter writer is no surreptitious historian. 
He is a man of short range sensibility; he speaks 
not to the public at large but to the individual 
in private. All good letter writers feel the drag 
of the face on the other side of the page and 
obey it-they take as much as they give. And 
Horace Walpole was no exception. There is 
the correspondence with Cole to prove it. We 
can see, in Mr. Lewis's edition, how the Tory 
parson develops the radical and the free
thinker in Walpole, how the middle-class 
professional man brings to the surface the 
aristocrat and the amateur. If Cole had been 
nothing but a peg there would have been none 
of this echo, none of this mingling of voices. 
It is true that Walpole had an attitude and a 
style, and that his letters have a fine hard glaze 
upon them that preserves them, like the teeth 
of which he was so proud, from the little dents 
and rubs of familiarity. And of course-did he 
not insist that his letters must be kept ?-he 
sometimes looked over his page .at the distant 
horizon, as Madame de Sevigne, whom he 
worshipped, did too, and imagined other people 
in time3 to come reading him. But that he 
allowed the featureless face of posterity to stand 
between him and the very voice and dress of his 
friends, how they looked and how they thought, 
the letters themselves with their perpetual variety 
deny. Open them at random. He is writing about 
politics-about Wilkes and Chatham and the 
signs of coming revolution in France; but also 
about a snuff box ; and a red riband ; and about 
t\vo very small black dogs. Voices upon the 
stairs interrupt him ; more sightseers have come 
to see Caligula with his silver eyes ; a spark 
from the fire has burnt the page he was writing ; 
he cannot keep the pompous style any longer, 
nor mend a careless phrase, and so, flexible as 
an eel, he winds from high politics to living 
faces and the past and its memories-" I tell 
you we should get together, and comfort our
selves with the brave days that we have 
known. . . . I wished for you ; the same 
scenes strike us both, and the same kind of 
visions has amused us both ever since we were 
born." It is not thus that a man writes when his 
correspondent is a peg and he is thinking of 
posterity. 

Nor again was he thinking of the great public, 
which, in a very few years, would have paid 
him handsomely for the brilliant pages that he 
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lavished upon his friends. Was it, then, the 
growth of writing as a paid profession, and the 
change which that change of focus brought 
with it that led, in the nineteenth century; to the 
decline of this humane ·art ? Friendship 
flourished, nor was there · any lack .of gift. Who 
could have described a party more brilliantly 
than Macaulay or a' landscape more exquisitely 
than Tennyson? But there; looking them full 
in the face was the present moment-the great 
gluttonous public; and how can a writer turn 
at will from that impersonal stare to the little 
circle in the fire-lit room? Macaulay, writing 
to his sister, can no more drop his public 
manner than an actress can scrub her cheeks 
de~ of paint and take her place. naturally .· at 
the tea table. And Tennyson: ' with his fear of 
publicity-" While I live __ the owls, when I die 
the ghouls "-left nothing more succulent for 
the ghoul to feed upon than a handful of dry 
little notes that anybody could read, or print 
or put under glass in a museum. News ana 
gossip, the sticks and straws out of which the 
old letter writer made. his nest have been snatched 
away. The wireless and the telephone have inter
vened. The letter writer has nothing now to 
build with except what is most private ; and how 
monotonous after a page or two the intensity 
of the very private becomes! We long that 
Keats even should cease to talk about Faruty, 
and that Elizabeth and Robert Browning sh<mld 
slam the door of the sick room and take a breath 
of fresh air in an omnibus. Instead of letters 
posterity will have confessions, diaries, note
books, like M. Gide's-hybrid books in which the 
writer talks in the dark to himself about himself 
for a generation yet to be born. 

Horace W alpole suffered none of these draw
backs. If he was the greatest of English letter 
writers it was not only thanks to his gifts but 
to his immense good fortune. He had his 
places to begin with-an income of £z,soo 
dropped yearly into his mouth from Collector
ships and Usherships and was swallowed wit..lJ.out 
a pang. " . . . nor can I think myself," he 
wrote serenely, "as a placeman a more useless 
or a less legal engrosser of part of the wealth of 
the nation than deans and prebendaries"
indeed the money was well .invested. But 
besides those places, there was the other-his 
place in the very centre of the audience, facing 
the stage. There he could sit and see without 
being seen; contemplate without being called 
upon to act. Above all he was blessed in his 
little public-a circle that surrounded him with 
that warm climate in which he could live the life 
of incessant changes which is the breath of a 
letter writer's existence. Besides the wit and 
the anecdote and the brilliant descriptions of 
masquerades and midnight revelries his friends 
drew from him something superficial yet pro
found, something changing yet entire-himself 
shall we call it in default of one word for that 
which friends elicit but the great public kills ? 
From that sprang his immortality. For a self 
that goes on changing is a self that goes on 
living. As a historian he would have stagnated 
among historians. But as a letter writer he 
buffets his way among the crowd, holding out a 
hand to each generation in turn-laughed at, 
criticised, despised, admired, but always in 
touch with the living. When Macaulay met 
him in October, 1833, he struck that hand a~ay 
in a burst of righteous indignation. " His 
mind was a bundle of inconstant whims and 
affectations. His features were covered by 
mask within mask." His letters, like pdti de 
foie gras, owed their excellence "to the diseases 
of the wretched animal which furnishes it "
such was Macaulay's greeting. And what 
greater boon can any writer ask than to be 
trounced by Lord Macaulay? We take the 
reputation he has gored, repair it and give 
it another spin and another direction-another 
lease of life. Opinion, as Mr. Ketton-Cremer 
says, is always changing- about Walpole. "The 
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from themselves, it is of little use making plans for 
stiffening the troops by an admixture of veterans. 

The men of the International Brigades have 
declared many times that they cannot see in this 
\Var the aims for which we fought in Spain ; we 
oppose this war as a method of making profits from 
the people. We shall continue to oppose this \Var, 
whatever the composition of the Government, while 
the class at present in power remains there. 
International Brigade ALAN W. GILCHRIST, 

Association, Secretary for the British 
115 Shaftesbury Avenue, Battalion 

London, W.C.2. 
[Several of our correspondent's points are 

sound, but so were similar criticisms of the · 
Popular Front Government in .Spain-not to 
mention Chiang Kai-Shek's Government in 
China.· The answer for us, and we suggest for 
Mr. Gilchrist, is that we must use the present 
opportunity, now that Labour is in the Churchill 
Government, to effect the social changes which 
must be made during the war.-ED., N.S. & N.] 

THE DEMOCRATHZ REVOLUTION 
SIR,-:-Many observers must have noticed how the 

rank and file of the Conservative Party now look 
to the Socialist and Progressive members of the 
Cabinet to extricate the country from the result of 
years of Tory mismanagement. 

There is now in Britain a willingness, almost an 
anxiety, to accept Socialist policy in all fields of 
action, both at home and abroad, and a desire for 
practical Socialism in the questions of production 
and national wealth. 

lviay I use your columns to point out to those 
leaders of Progressive thought that by using this 
feeling when harnessing ouJ; strength for this war 
on Nazidom and Fascism, they will be laying the 
foundations on which a . just peace in a Socialist 
Europe can be erected. 

Victory and Socialism can be synonymous. 
G. B. CROMPTON 

"NATIONAL SOCIALISM" 
SIR,-Is it not a misnomer to describe as national 

" socialism " the morbid, savage and aggressive 
" nationalism " or " racialism " which, under stress 
of past national humiliation and sense of injustice 
(rightly or wrongly felt), has for the time · being 
infected the German people ? Socialism, I believe, 
is as incidental to " Hitlerism " as it is to the policy 
of our own Prime Minister, who last week took 
powers to establish in this country a complete 
socialist state. A nation at bay cannot to-day afford 
the expensive luxury of private muddle and drift. 
Some of us sti!l hope that, when the devil now raging 
in Europe has been expelled, socialism, or public 
control of economic power, will come to stay, and 
bring with it the . solid foundation of a new world 
order. BARBARA DRAKE 

15 Sheffield Terrace, W.8 . 

REFUGEES 
SIR,-In spite of vigorous action by the Govern

. meri.t, we are aware that propaganda directed against 
aliens, and particularly against refugees, persists and 
even increases. 

All must support the Government in its action 
designed to preserve the country from spies or 
traitors. But this propaganda causes needless 
suffering to pe{)ple who have .already been through 
terrible hardships. 

The vast majority of refugees, being themselves 
the victims of the Nazi tyranny, are as hostile to 
this regime as we are ourselves. 

We appeal on their behalf to all citizens of good 
wm to check this cruel and ill-informed propaganda, 
while supporting the action taken for the national 
safety by the responsible pers·ons. 

33 Upper Richmond Rd., WILLIA~i EBOR, 
S.W.rs. Archbishop of York 

LYTTON M. I. CORBETT-ASHBY 
RICHARD ACLAND A. D. LINDSAY 
F. G. KENYON ]OSIAH C. WEDGWOOD, 
J. HOPE-SIMPSON P.C., M.P., D.S.O. 

SIR,-I hope you will make some comment on 
Sir Neville Bland's anti-Fifth Column talk, given 
in the 6.0 o'clock news last Thursday, and quoted 
in the 9.0 o'clock news the same evening. Refusing 
to recognise, what even the Chamberlain Govern
ment recognised, namely the existence of bona fide 
refugees, and saying nothing of the activit o non
refugees and Dutch nationals in the conquest of 
Holland, he advised us to suspect anyone of German 

or Austrian connections. Such an e'<hortat:on must 
appal most of your readers in view of the suffering 
it is likely to cause to their innocent German or 
Austrian friends. Bu~ this is not . the worst. Sir 
Neville's words are calculated to stimulate just that 
spy mania and panic atmosphere which more 
responsible speakers have been at pains to check. 
Why did the Ministry of Information allow such 
a talk to be given? DUNCAN TAYLOR 

" ArClar Guest House," 
Mount Ambrose, Redruth. 

FRENCHMEN IN ENGLAND 
SIR,-May I ask the hospitality of your columns 

to express "the deepest regret that the National 
Defence Regulations now coming into force make 
no distinction between the French, twice-proved 
allies in our generation, and non-belligerents, 
neutrals or very recent allies ? 

They seem to order these things better in France. 
Quite recently, in a French broadcast relating to 
restrictions on aliens in military areas, it was stated 
that, even within such areas, the British were to 
have the same status as the French. 

But for the purposes of our regulations French 
men and women, most of whom have relatives 
fighting in the Allied forces, are simply classed as 
" aliens " and, without a word of apology or regret 
(broadcast or otherwise) subjected to the same 
restrictions as any other non-enemy foreigners. 

Everyone realises, of course, that amongst those 
holding French passports there may be some 
suspicious characters and that therefore the bona 
fides of French nationals need to be carefully 
examined-the French would be the first to recog
nise this themselves-but surely they should have 
been placed in a special category, assured that their 
cases would be quickly examined and that, where 
there was no cause for suspicion, the fullest exemp-
tion would be given. K. T. BUTLER 

Girton College, 
Cambridge. 

A DAY OF PRAYER 
SIR,-I am sure all your readers thoroughly 

enjoyed, as much as you so evidently did yourself~ 
the witty remark you report of the taxi-driver, who, 
on hearing of the Belgian surrender, observed that 
that was what came of a day of national prayer. 

Curiously enough, another event that has followed 
that day of prayer has been the successful evacuation 

·of the bulk of the Allied forces from Flanders, 
though, after the 9 o'clock broadcast on May 29th, 
some of us at least had almost lost hope. 

Naturally I should not venture to suggest to you 
for even one moment that there is anything here but 
the most complete and utterly unrelated coincidence. 
I can hear the delighted chuckle of all your 
sophisticated readers at the mere idea of there being 
the remotest connection between our prayers and 
the safety of our men. A quaint and not uninteresting 
survival of superst.ition, your readers will smilingly 
say, even though prayer and rescue do stand to each 
other in a certain time relationship. 

23 Nimrod Road, E. R. PUNSHON 
Streatham Park, London, S.W.r6 
[Reference is made to this letter in the London 

Diary this week.-ED., N.S. & N.] 

EVACUATION 
Sm,-Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, far from having 

" misread the mood of the public," has read it with 
great accuracy. 

As a social worker engaged on this problem in 
the L.C.C. area I am struck, and surprised, by the 
very definite and increasing feeling against evacua
tion. In September, 1938, there was an excellent 
response amounting in my area to about 90 per cent. 
In September, 1939, the numbers had much . 
decreased, though they were still considerable. 
To-day the official figure of those registered is 
II per cent. of those eligible. 

Schools have been kept open for registration at 
the week-ends with the most meagre results. At 
the school at which I was a registrar one woman 
presented herself during the whole of Saturday and . 
Sunday, and I believe this was typical. Rightly or 
wrongly, working-class opinion is against evacuation. 

G. R. EVANS 
58 West End Lane, N .W.6. 

[This letter suggests the need of an immediate 
campaign by local leaders to explain the facts to 
that part of the public which still does not 
realise the imminence of the danger.-ED., 
N.S. &N.] 
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REFUGEES FROM CZECHO
SLOVAKIA 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,- The British Committee for Refugees from Czecho-Slovakia has received a most generous response from the people of Britain to their appeals for hospitality for Czech refugees. 
We are endeavouring to keep as few as possible in London, but there are certain people who must be here in order to help ,. arrange for their fellow refugees, and we are or now finding difficulty in obtaining free of hospitality for these people. ~~~ If any of your readers are willing to offer >ed temporary homes for a month or longer, eithfiir 'ail to men or married couples, ~ithin the area · 78 covered by the London Postal districts. we shall be very glad to hear from them. The 

pr< 
of 
I 
Pc. 

s is 
men most in need of help were originally in! refugees from Germany or Austria. who had inade Czecho-Slovakia their second home, but is 

wh 
ho R. 
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1e side 

who are now forced to flee t.) this country . Most of them are professional people, the remainder being skilled industrial workers. Any offers of homes for them will be grate- of fully received by us at the address given below. C< Yours faithfully, su M. E. SETON-WATSON, Chairman of th the Hospitality Sub-Committee. aJ The British Committee for Refugees from Czecho-Slovakia, 5, Mecklcnburgh Square, W.C.l. 
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INTERNATIONAL P1lESI
CUT'flNG &UREAU, 

110, FLEET STREET, LONDON, 'B.C.4 • 

• 
Manch~~Jt~r Gu&rdia.n 

RELIEVING DISl'RESS IN AUSTRIX 

"Adoption" Scheme to Help the Children 

CFrom our London Staff.) 

FLEET STREET, MoNDAY. t to have been <lis::ontinucd. Apparently

Lord Noel-Buxton who returned last there is nothing in .Aubtria like the 

week with J\Ir. Bed Riley from a visit brutality and. violen~e tl1at characterises 
•. , _ the N az1 rule m Germany. For that first 

to. 'henna on behalf of the .Save the week the HL'l,nwcltr W{'le in control, and 

Ch1ldren Fund, was to have spoken to-day then the official police took charge." 

at a luncheon given by the fund, but Th.e . So~iety of ~<'nend~, . which is 

could not attend as he is sufferincr from admm1stenng re be! m Am,tna made. a 
. . "' fali"ly comprehensive repster of dis-

:"hoo~mg cough, h_avmg caught the tressed cases up to :Jial;.eh 11. Taking 

mfectwn from hts ch1ldren. the whole of Austria intb cunsidei"ation, 

The Chairman, l\'Ir. H. D. Watson, read it had a list of 7.567 families who were 

Lord Noel-Buxton's message to the victims, anu 2,527 of them were Tll 
guests, in which he said that the distres:; I Vienna. People might wonder how such 

to be relieved in Austria was terrible.
1 

an enormous an,ount of d1stress hau risen 

For years there had been unemplClyment, opt of events in \\'Inch 300 people were 

and recent events on top of th:ot situa- kille~l on the Son1al Democrat side and 

tion had produced intense suffering.j poRsibly 1,000 were wounded, but the 

The means of life had been removed from! policy in An~tria had been to suppress 

thousands of families hitherto self- and arrest anybody who h11d any kind 

I supporting-those whose breadwinners 1 of official association with a great 

~had been killed or had disappeared or IIUI!Iher. of Social Democrat public and 

been imprisoned, and those who had soc1al ltl!'titutions, for which Austria 

worked for trade unions and political was famo .1s. 

No Prospect of '\\7ork bodies now dissolved. "Ever since the 
days of its greatest work," Lord Noel
Buxton said, "the Save the Children 
Fund has mainte.ined one special method Out of the seventy-three Social 

of child-saving-the method of adoption. Democrat deputies probably not more 

If we can send sufficient funds for a than half' a dozen had been concerned 

great extension of adoptions we shall · th fi 1 t" .._ · h 
have done much to sttve the situation." m e g 1 mg, ... ut WI" the exception of 

I l\Iiss :Mosa Anderson, who went to the few who escaped fr0m Austria they 

Austria on behalf of the fund a month had all neen arrested. Social Democrat 

ago e.nd visited several towns that had councillors and council oftieials had al~o 

been involved in the fighting, said she been arre~ted, and peoplf' associated with 

had been horrified to find much greater them. The decent, intelligent, working

: distress than she had expected. The claRs pe~ple of Vienna had built up the 

, fund's adoption scheme was excellent for S.OClal hfe of the community in an 

I the present need. The idea was that 8:Stonnd,ng W>;tY· Their wel!are _organi:;;a

someone should take an interest in a hons of all lo~cls, theu swtmm.mg clu.bs 

special child, give £5 towards its relief, 1 and football cP.tbs. connected w~th SoCial 

and continue to be interested in its Democrat mstJtuhons-everythmg had 

welfare. been swept away, and the peeple working 
!hem t~lfown on the scrap-heap or put 
mto pnson. 

Distressed Families 
1\Ir. Ben Riley said that the Save the 

Children Fund was non-political, but it 

was necessary to understand clearly the 

circumstances under which the situation 

had ai"isen. It had been brought about 

by the clash between the defenders of leonstitutional den>o(·r'l.cy in Austria and 
the. forces of Fascism. " There was 
brutality at the beginning," he said, 
"but, as far as onb can jud~re, it wu 
confined to the first week, and then s~m 

Sir Philip Gibbs, speaking of the 
enormous amount of distress in Vienna 
sai~ he had talked with young men: 
SoCial Democrats, who said they had 
been dismissed from the1r posts and that 
t h_ey would nev~r again get work j 

VIenna _or A~s.tna. They had no iaea 
how the1r fam1bes would keep alive when 
th_e help they were getting' f£om their 
fnends came to an end. He thought the 
be~t way to help these people was to 
br)flg _pres~;u_re to bear Qn Dr. Dollfu88 
61l.d ~1s l\Im1stry, 11rging 1hem to adopt 
a policy of clemency. 



~ANCHESTER THE 

J'he Irish Players 

"PAUL TWYNING" 'AT 
THE OPERA HOUSE 

••Paul Twyning" is no doubt a good, 
engaging sort of a rogue, and one has to 
leave the Opera House glad to have met 

im and grateful to Mr. George Shiels, 
the author of the play, for putting him on 
the stage, How it could ever fall out that 
an itinerant I•lasterer ~ould make and 
wreck two weddings 'and remake the one 
.and ~dd a third all within five days would 
puzzle most of those ·who have not seen 
Mr. Arthur Sinclair in the part, breathing 
out beautiful and powerful words, crossing, 
double-crossing, and treble-crossing and yet 
pre.;erving all the blandness which one has 
seen elsewhere in tlhe innocent Mr. Sydney 
H~ward Mr. Shiels has burlesqued his 
pleasant human' beings more than a bit to 
make this all poosible and comic, but still 
his play is reasonably enough like life to 
be funny in dnaracter and situation. Mr. 
Granville Darling, the substantial farmer, 
seemed a bit inclined to too much sound 
and fury, but had a fierce part to sustain, 
that of the old man narrowly escaping the 

~dventuress. . 
Miss Maire O'Neill made the best out of 

the. adventur.ess, showing much virtuosity, 
but it .seemed that a great deal of one's 
pleasure came from subsidiary parts, from 
MillS Cathleen Drago as the publican's wife, 
a wonderfully complete caricature of 
eountry. craft, from Mr. George Dillon as 
the publican, a shiftless, noisy creatur.e, 
from Mr. Fred O'Donovan as the wretched 

younger son and Elave of tlhe strong 
armer, from Miss Joyce Chancellor, who 

:was extremely apt and graceful as his 
irl, both in speech and in carriage, and 

rom Mr. Tom Warden, who represented her 
ather, the sort of Irishman so litigiouE 
he would eend a writ to a rabbit for 

s ass." How the .story goes it is 
mp011sible to. relate. Suffice it to say that 

Ule magnifil'ent plasterer departs from 
acene feaving' the deliglhtful impre.ssion 

every single person in it ia now 
<ed and, for the moment, at peace. 

D. F. B.· 

THE REPERTORY 
THEATRE 

"Cresar' s Friend," at the Repertory 
Theatre, is a straightforward play built 
round the betrayal, trial, and crucifixion of 
Christ. Its authors, Campbell Dixon and 
Dermot Uorrah, ft1ave tak,en these 

tremendous events and used them, without 
preoccupation of any kind, as 1aw material 
with obvious possibilities for d!rama. They 
are neither pedantic nor illiterate. They 
have all but avoided sentimentality. Their 

treatment is objective and just alike to 
Romans, Jews, and Galilean. Though 
obviously its effectiveness, as a play, gains 
much from the significance which an audi· 
ence reads into it, that particular reaction 
is not essential to its S\l'Ccess. "Cresar's 

Friena '' can stand by itself as a piece with 
dramatic qualities that arc unusual and a 
dignity which will avoid the giving of 
offence to any. A play with so great a theme 
which avoids the ills. commonly attendant 
upon tlhe presentation of religious subjellts 
on the stage is a play to be marked, and 
above all, in the Repertory Theatre's 

beautiful production; a play to be seen. 
Perhaps the most striking virtue of these 

two dramatists is their ability to " spring 
your imagination in a word." Sometimes it 
is literally one word only, as, for instance, 
at the very beginning of the play, when 
Judas is discovered bargaining with 
Caiaphas, and for some moments the only 
word spoken JB the former's insistent 
" Thirty ! " Sometimes it id a few short. 
sentences, as those spoken by Pilate and 
Ballns at the end of the play in which 
they describe the thing that has been done 
on Calvary. The character of Pilate is 
something of a triumph too. He is drawn 
a true decadent, one w'ho substitutes 
thought for action, a man full of doubts 
and self-pity, who has gone beyond the 
analysing of sensation indulged in by his 
Emperor Tiberius, the analysit himself, and 
his belhaviour pitilessly and without hope. 
The trast between Pilate, the tired, sen

civil servant, and Balbus, secure in 
e in~~:)"<:~ of his militari~t caste, and 
tween Pilate, the unready, and the Jewish 
i!eJ:S, subtle an determined, and betwee:p 



International Press-Cutting Bureau, 
110, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 

Extract from 

Daily Malta Chronicle 

AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT TO ASSIS 
REBELS' DEPENDANTS. 

" THE UTMOST CLEMENCY " 

London, February 22. 
Lord Noel Buxton, who telegraphed to 

Dr. Dolfuss, urging measures of relief for 
innocent child victims of all parties in 
Vienna, has received the following mes
sage, signed by the Austrian Chancellor: 
"The Government is determined to show 
the utmost clemency. The future of the 
wives and children of the victims of the ex
ecutive forces is assured by himself person
ally. The Cardinal Archbishop of Vienna 
and Madame Dolfuss have founded and 
started a vast relief work for the wives and 
children of all victims without exception". I 
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them to sign on at Labour Exchanges. This is at the expense of our own 
British unemployed, who are genuinely in distress. A side line is the 
sale of insurance stamps by aliens. With twenty stamps on a card, they 
can apply for unemployment assistance benefit, and with thirty stamps 
are eligible for standard benefit. When this is exhausted they auto
matically go on to the U.A.B. A matchbox full of stamps can be bought 
for half-a-crown in many districts." 

Later pages, however, of the Sunday Pictorial make it clear 
that it is the well-to-do Jew here who is distressed at the idea 
that it is he who should be called on to maintain the refugee, not 
the British taxpayer or the man with charitable views. There is 
no doubt that the feeling is growing in the country that the Jews 
them;;elves can and should look after this refugee problem . 

.J:;conomies of Refugee P.rohlem. 
Mrs. Charles~od n Buxton has written a pamphlet in which 

she argues the eco.n ic case in favour of a large-scale immigra
tion tQ this- et>" ntry of German and Austrian Jews. The 
pamphlet is commended by Sir Norman Angell. In support of 
this proposal the statement b Sir Samuel Hoare in the House of 
Commons on 21 Noveml>er, 1938, i~te :-

" While recently we had setti.g-11,000 German refugees in the 
country, 15,000 British workmen had been given employment as a 
direct result." _ 

Mr. Tom Johnston, M.P., in Forward, in a criticism of the 
:pamphlet, says of the Home Secretary's statement:- . 

"Now, if that statement can be substantiated, Mrs. Buxton's battle 
is won. Could she not induce Sir Samuel Hoare to produce facts and 
·figures in its justification? If our unemployment figures are actually 
reduced by permitting German or Austrian workmen to be settled in 
occupations here, then for any sake let's have the evidence-and at 
once." 

Mr. Johnston doubts thiS-claiJ.lh. and he objects to the 
·refugees" su SIS mg upon the general taxpayer." He also raises 
the question of housing accommodation. 

"Where are the new-comers to live? We are so short of houses 
in most parts of industrial Scotland that young couples cannot get mar
ried. Where, then, are the refugees to be housed? " 

He also questions the possibility of finding employment for 
them "without some hardship to existing unemployed citizens," 
and .he ends his criticism by saying: 

"Let's have the detailed proof about the 15,000 new jobs created 
by the 11,000 immigrants." 

Jews and the German Boycott. 
Jews in the furniture trade in London are giving a very 

good example of the adequate cause that our own people have 
in their objection to this inflow of refugees. An association 
connected with the furniture trade has as a committee not one 
who has an English name, and on its letter heading it is stated 
that it is "affiliated to the Jewish Representative Council for 
the Boycott of German Goods and Services." In a letter which 
the secretary of this association has sent out, dated 28 December, 
1938, the addressee is asked to obtain a guarantee from his 
" suppliers that all their products are absolutely free of any 
German ingredients," and the following is typed in red at the 
head of the letter : -

" By your acceptante of this order there is implied between us 
• ' I 

your express warranty that all goods supplied to us are neither manu
factured in Germany or Austria nor produced elsewhere with German 
or Austrian materials." 

There is here a dietation as to the direction of trade to 
which we are entitled to take the strongest objection. Aliens 
admitted here cannot re allowed to work for the embitterment 
()f. relations between the nations. 
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people will cry 
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The pogroms-of 

pain. The harrow-
.ve not been " mas
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pie was in a letter to The Times of the 13th inst., from the Secre
tary of the Actors' Refugee Oommittee, which read as follows:-

Our attention has been drawn to the plight of seven German 
actors in Czecho-Slovakia who are in imminent danger of being extra
dited to Germany, where the concentration camp and probable death 
await them. Two are Jews, and all are German nationals. · 

A committee has been formed among mem'bers of the theatrical 
IJrofession to guarantee the maintenance of these people, so that they 
may be granted visas to enter England until they can complete further 
emigration arrangements. 

We should be very grateful if you could see your way to putting 
rthe matter ·before your readers, as they have been given only ·unt il 
January 21 to leave Czecho-Slovakia. · 

The following have already exrpressed their readiness to serve on the 
committee: -Godfrey Tearle, Felix Aylmer, Lewis Casson, Franklin 
Dyall, Gordon Harker, Leon M. Lion, Mary Merrall, Dame Sybil Thorn
dike, and Dame May Whitty. 

There is something queer about such an appeal, as there 
seems no reason why death should await Germans who are being 
sent from Czecho-Slovakia to their native country. But when w~· 

remember that an artist like Mr. Gillie Potter never received one 
single engagement in an English theatre or music-hall in 1938 
we can only marvel the more at it being considered necessary 
to bring more alien actors into this country. There can be little 
doubt that refugees are creating imaginary persecutions. 

The Refugees. 
The Sunday Pictorial is a paper notorious for the way it 

pushes everything Jewish to the front, and at first sight the fol
lowing from its issue of 15 January seems significant:-

"European refugees are stealing jobs f•·om Britons by the hun
dred every week. Many aliens are employed at £3 a week. Of this, the 
employer pays about thirty shillings, an office boy's wages. The balance 
comes from W oburn House, headquarters of one of the refugee funds 
to which the average Englishman was a large and sympathetic con~ 
tributor .... A long line of proSJperous-l<loking refugees, queueing up 
to a Union Jack-draped table to receive money from the refugee funds 
to which Britons have so lavishly subscri'bed. In the foreground, 
hungry, taut and careworn, is the unemployed Briton with his harassed 
wife and unhappy children, looking enviously on. It is a true 
picture ..... Hundreds of aliens are entering the country illicitly .... 
They w1ll, if necessary, work for their bare l:eep until a year elapses 
when they can acquire British citizenship thrrugh any of the numerou~ 
organisations .... Dock districts of e;very large port are packed with 
foreigners trying to earn enough employmeni stamps to qualify them 
for the dole and afterwards unemployment benefit. Those qualified for 
unemployment benefit work and still draw benefit. They accept a low 
wage on condition that they can have 'time off' twice a week to enable 

reS'ldentS tO guarQ agallltl'L L!llt; WUUlU lllVVl Vt: t:l<I.UUUHt: CI.UU t:ll..• 

pensive precautionary measures out oi all proportion to the 
risk of a direct hit, which is obviously inf~ite~imal. 
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German 
Prisoners 

In a letter to the London 
"Times," Lord Noel-Buxton 
urgeS the Government to 
fix a date when the 
great majority of German 
prisOners still in this 
eountry can expect to 
return home. -

He writes:-

" It is to be feared that 
the delay in repatriation 
is counteracting the 
admirable efforts made 
in . the British Zone 
towards encouraging ., 
' good neighbour ' spirt~ 
in the Germany of the 
future. Men who would 
have gone home keen to 
work in that direction 
are coming to doubt our 
humanity and to despise 
our claim to Christianity. 
They hear of relations 
and friends in grave 
distress, but may neither 
go home to them nor 
send them gifts from 
their own rations or 
e arnings.'' 

-------~~.....--... 
~=-~ 'tr~ 
t.een worltirig' on housing 
sites and on the land 
wolidering when the time 
is' coming for them to go 
home. How long can this , 
eontinue? 1 

-.c.st . of the prisoners 
have made up their minds 
that . work under the 
Goven1ment schemes is 
infinitely preferable to 
being kept inactive behind 
barbed wire and have 
proved themselves good 
workers and responsive to 
decent treatment. 

For a long time many of 
them received no letters 
frOm their relatives, who 
did not know whether they 
w~re alive or dead, while 
the prisoners were left in 
,ignorance of what had 
happened to their families 
and homes. 

Under the Geneva Con
vention prisoners of war 
are supposed to be returned 
within a year after the 
signing of peace, but as no 
~ has been signed, and 
as yet there is no German 1 

Government that can sign, 
many of the prisoners , 
believe that they are to be 
kept in this country 
indefinitely-a slave labour 
army kept in prison camps 
seuarated forever from 
their' homes and their wives ' 
and children. 

This is one of the ' 
problems inevitable after a 
war which has caused such 
an upheaval in Europe but, 1 

as Lord Noel-Buxton points 
out, these Germans, many 1 

of them quite young, will 
be the citizens of the 
Germany· of to-morrow and 1 

their attitude towards 1 

~in will depend on the · 
impressions they take away I : 
with them. · I' 

Ought e\Terything not . be ' 
«lone , , to .. speed up their 
return, and where this is 
iJii~t"*ble : to· ·explain 
.,._ therii why this is so- and 

"ten they . ean · expect 1 

~e? 
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'811 Savings Committte. 

n As indicated in the official 
statement published in last 
week's "F o r w a r d" the 

le ScottIsh Nationalists · 
decided not to contest the 
seat but it is now reported 
that "a fund is in process o~ 

o being raised by Scottish 
" Nationalist enthusiasts." 
e Six cand.ic;lates have now 
f been mentioned as likely: to 
" go to the poll. 
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DURRANT'S PRESS CUTTINGS 

St. Andrew•s House, 32 to 34 Holborn VIaduct, 

and 3 St. Andrew Street, Holbom Cireus, E.C.1. 

Telephone: CENTRAL 3148 (Two LiNas). 

The Times 
Printing House Square , E.C+ 

Cutting from issue dated ..... . .......... . . (4.·APR·lSBB····· 

IN AID OF THE PERSECUTED 1 

i TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES I 
' Sir,-Recent events in Austria have brought 

once more before the eyes of the world the 

( plight of those who, for racial, religious, or 

political reasons, are unacceptable to the philo

sophy of the National-Socialist mqvement. 

What such " unacceptability " means in terms 

of human misery only those who have been 

in close and constant touch with the sufferers 

from the " racial " laws can know. The 

sudden extension to Austria of these laws and 

practices adds many thousands to the heavy 

toll of those whose plight calls for succour 

on the grounds of common humanity. To 

those who hear the accounts, which daily 

reach this country from reliable sources, of 

the condition of these people-of the 

sequestration of private property, of public 

humiliation, of dismissals, and arrests-it is 

abundantly clear that help from outside 

sources is urgent in the extreme. 
This throws a grave responsibility on those 

overburdened organizations which were pro

viding, and must continue to provide, help 

for those suffering from similar conditions in 

Germany itself. In face of this emergency, the 

non-political British- bodies which we repre

sent have resolved on the closest coordination 

to avoid any duplication of effort. Most of 

these organizations have had long practical 

I experience of the complicated problems which 

arise in bringing help to the " outcasts " in 

1 Germany. The many persons who, moved 

' by the distress in Austria, feel that " some

thing must be done " to help, will therefore 

be glad to know that the machinery for giving 

such assistance already exists and touches 

every type of sufferer that can be reached. 

Funds are required with desperate urgency 

I to enable our organizations to give immediate 

relief and eventually to extend to Austria 

schemes for controlled emigration, education, 

retraining, and other forms of constructive 

assistance which experience has shown to be 

effective. 
We beg for practical support in the faith 

that once again our countrymen will show 

that, whatever their political creed or their 

views on recent history, they are not in

different to the plight of those who are 

oppressed . 
Contributions to the funds of any of the 

organizations which we represent should be 

addressed to the societies individually at: The 

Westminster Bank, Tavistock Square Branch, 

Upper Woburn Place, London, W.C.l. 

May we add the assurance that those parti

cipating in this appeal will take every oppor

tunity of sharing in any international effort 

that may follow from the welcome initiative 

taken by President Roosevelt and Mr. Cordell 

Hull ? But the American proposal implies 

that the burden of detailed assistance will fall, 

as it has fallen hitherto, on the private organi

zations. We hope therefore that the response 

to our appeal will enable us to discharge the 

moral obligation that rests upon us. 
Yours truly, 

FREDERIC G. KENYON (Society for the 

Protection of Science and Learning), 

SEMPILL (Catholic Committee fqr 

Refu~ frmft"trermany), READIN~ 

(Counctr- f'or German J~). , 
GEoRGE B. JEFFERY (Glffiia"ily Emer

gency Committee of the Society o 

friends), HILDA CLARK (AU!Itf~ 

Cotm'liittee of the Society of FriendS), 1 

ERNJ;ST 8ARKEk (English O)~ee, 

lnte ational Studmt. Service?, ' 
Yvo E DE RoT..m!liitt1' "('mm'ten s j 
Appea for G~rman-

tJ'Ji%- Children), 
E of 



--;- . 

en gin-. 
tuned tt> 
continuous , 

-

1,800 revolutio. --·-·- ~~ •v• '"" acro· 
engines, but engines of this kind are not 
expected to run continuously at the maximum 
power of which they are capable. The normal 
maximum revolutions at which these engines 
can run for short periods of time is 2.500, 
but engines were run satisfactorily at 2,600 
revolutions a minute during some of the 
measured mile runs. 

The engines were, of course, tuned, this 
being the normal procedure with engines of 
this type when it is desired to ascertain the 
best performance of which they are capable. 

Brief reference must be made to the state
ment that an alleged incident at the works 

f another firm was reported to the Admiralty 
y the police, and that the person concerned 

was interviewed at the Admiralty. Full inquiry 
has been m:;tde both in the Admiralty and 
from Portsmouth. There is no trace of any 
communication having been made to the 
Admiralty or to _the local naval authorities 
either by the police or by the firm in question. 

It has been asked why the latest order, 
placed near the end of the financial year 1937, 
could not ,have been divided among several 
firms. It is clear from what has been stated 
above that, apart from the desirability of 

aving flotillas homogeneously constituted, no 
other boat has as yet passed out of the experi-

~ental stage. While it is only fair that the 
riginal designer of this type of boat should 
ave received initial orders proportionate to 

his enterprise and to the success of the design, 
it can be categorically stated that it is the 
intention of the Admiralty to invite competi· 
tive tenders for motor torpedo boats the 
moment they feel they are in a position to 
do so. 

The Admiralty have followed their general 
practice, and have throughout maintained the 
position that the British Power Boat Company 
could not be allowed to consider themselves 
immune from competition. At the same time, 
this opportunity must be taken of stating that 
the Admiralty, which must be largely depen
dent on the initiative, resource, and inventive 
capacity of private firms, are highly apprecia
tiv~. of these qualities as displayed by the 
Bnttsh Power Boat Company ; and are grati
fied t~at a n~w coml?any, which can supply 
essential Servtce reqUirements, has thus been 

rted in this country. 
conclusion, I should like to 

..,.,.,;tn.-1... the 
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d~;lyand without warning comes the First. Night. Do we know our parts? And If we know the lines, can we act the ~olcs assigned to us? It is very late m the day to talk of such things but that is how it is with us-we ar~ still unprepared. 
Or perhaps I should speak for myself alone and say: "I ·am unprepared." I have known it for some little time of myself, but I feel that it is tme of many others. So, when I came to the hospital where I now write I had in my pocket, very fortunately, the Journal of John Woolman. 

6. D~ my ,charity reach out towards the enemy who oppresses me .tn mv own country as readily as jt. does towar-ds :the foreign H enemy n against whom he would have me fight? 
7. Is my object in passive resistance the mere obstruction of ev.i1, or the conversion of those whose objects or methods I regard as misguided? 
8. Am I quite so sure in either case that I .am not sometimes something of a prig? 9. Have I been content to speak the truth 'about things? Could I have expressed it with more fairness to persons and to their motives? Have I given " the benefit of the doubt " to those whose motives could. just conceivably, have been honourable ? 10. Have I fully considered that most motives of conduct are mixed, that all judgment of motives is a matter of mere probability, and that ·DO man has ·a right to judge more than the actions of his fellows? 11. If I profess the second mile of charity, am I sure that I have yet achieved the first mile of doing bare justice? . Do I get off other people's backs before offering to teach them how to walk? 12. Do I measure my pacifism merely by the things I will not do, or more by what I am willing to undertake? 

I owe most of these thoughts to John Woolman, but Query No. 11 derives from reading Tolstoy. If you are interested and the Editor allows it, there is a great deal more to be said. 
• • * · Afterthought: Apropos of Query 6, it is very hard to feel nicely about a gentleman I call the Minister of Slave Labour. . . . One of his men has just written me a silly letter (forwarded to me in hospital today) telling me to be a hospital porter. Pacifism, assisted by a sense of humour, has not prevented my bloodpressure from rising. . • . I asked a student here to test it, and find it's gone fron1 160 to 200. 

This pacifism is a very difficult profession. What should one do? I've replied, but told the Exchange Manager that it would be injurious to my health and morals to risk further correspondence, so that future letters from him will be destroyed unread, though I bear him no personal malice. 
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Today I know from the reading of that journal some of the things that we need to ask ourselves; because W oolman, although he lived 200 years ago, was a very fine example for the~----------pacifist in the modern world. He could speak hard truth with great gentleness, believed always in conversion by love and reason, and combined ~he ~eatest integrity in his own life With unbounded charity towards those who did not share that integrity. 
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ginald Reynolds is the author of ieptember Peace News pamphlet. led " The Fallow GrJun·J of the " it is based on an address '1e gave to a recent conference 
d by the War Resisters' 
'onal with the co-operation of 
·mal Council of the Peace 

Questions to face 
THE Society of Friends has a list of " Queries " designed to provoke searching self-criticism among its members. I have formulated twelve queries for pacifists; but instead of asking what " you " do like the original Quaker queries, these first questions of mine all ask what "I" do. 

They are not intended to be shouted at other people from a public platform. They are questions which I think, almost all of us could put' to ourselves ~ith some advantage . . . 1. Is my pacifism a lways the expression of a loving spirit, .or does it sometimes degenerate into a mere code of outward behaviour upon specified occasions? 2. Does it find place in my dealings with les;; likeable neighbours and associates? Do I practise with them the same trust, forbearance and charity that will be necessary among men a'lld nations if my ideals .are to be realized ? 
3. Is there anything in my daily behaviour which would make !anyone feel any increased confidence in the faith which I profess? 
4. Ar~. t here not, on the other hand, many tlimgs which I say and do, which turn others away from my beliefs, because they do not see the fruits of that spirit in whose power I claim to Live? 5. If I claim to forgive my enemies, could it be said that I do not always extend such magnanimity to my friends? 

WORDS OF PEACE ion. N oported at the time, the 0. 142. atomic bomb was re- . occasional deflections of , ~esides Germany, Prussia, is not from the programme ' ~vil throug:h and through. Her mood this pamphlet n :cords I IS now evil. But. we reap what .we ~ections. There was ~av~ sowed. It I~ as With a child: . that the "lle"sage If wit~ a sullen. evil soul ~me provok~s ·vailable to a wider an evil . mood m the child, there IS · destmctwn. But no child is all evil. 'ace News series are And Ge:t:many is the child of Europe: tely monthly intervals, and semle Europe, with her conveneed 1d. " The Fallow tions and arbitrary rules of conduct ' is nearly twice the d l'f and will be published an I e and very being, has provoked the series will not have Germany into a purely destructive •, for there has been o.ne m. ood . . . . The good will not be long 'llet was issued . . patched to distributors m commg, all over Europe, if we can • of Peace News (dated but trust it in ourselves. 
D. H. Lawrence in 1915. 

Buried in Berlin - -H Berlin, Sunday.-Graves are to be dug now which men, debilit.:tted by weeks of undern~m~ishment, wiH not have the strength to dig 1n a few months' time."- News Chronicle Sept. 10. ' Here with our enemies in a nation's grave 
Lie hopes of that world peace we thought to save. 
One man's starvation is anot~r's gain. 
Am I my brother's keeper ? Thus spoke Cain. 

PHYLLIS V ALLANCE. 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Manager: C. S. Taylor 
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BALCONY ONLY AT 3s. 6d. 
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THE WAR RESISTER No. 50 
(Bulletin of the Wa:r Resisters' International) 

Contains recent information o:f 
the Movement in Europe Price 7 d., post free 

Obtainable from : WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL 11, Abbey Road, Enfield, Middx. 

WORKING FOR 
THE P P U 

A Development Committee 
Guide to Group Activities 

9d 
(post free 10d.) 

from the 

pp u BOOKSHOP, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, Londen, W.C.l: 
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T HE accounts of the effects 
of the atom-bomb in Japan 
now being published are 

truly appalling. Apparently 
the intense radio-activity. set up 
by the discharge sets in motion 
a delaY'ed process of physical 
disintegration of the human 
ibody. 

Victims who appeared out- t 
r. 
h 

now -Feed Europe 
without regard to nationality_ 

i 
1; 

w 
Drastic action must be taken immediat~ly to feed the .hordes ~of hungry people-millions of them wande~ng, homel.ess, m Gert w many-and the~ mus! be ~uccoured accordmg to their need, no 

according to their nationality. . . f this 
th 
Tll' 
St: 
get,> 
thi. 

This is the theme of an appeal sent to the Press at the begmnm'\ 0 D week over the signatures of the following eight ":"ell-know!' pe~p e : e~· SIDNEY M BERRY (General Secretary, Congregatu?nal Umon) : the R) : HENRY CARTER, CBE; Dr. GEORGE BELL (Bishop of C~Ichester _, VICTOR GOLLANCZ; Dr. A. D. LINDSAY (the Master of Ball~ol) ; P~:~i ·GILBERT MURRAY, OM; Miss ELEANOR RATHBONE, MP, and 
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RUSSELL. 1 d . ·th 11 t all Their appeal which we print in fuH below, cone u es WI a ea o. who are willing for their rations to be cut to make the fact known by sendmg .a postcard to the address which they give. 

. -----------------. PRACTICAL GESTURE 
YOU CAN MAKE 

CORRESPONDENTS in Ber
, lin have been sending to 

their m~wspapers a descrip
tion of conditions in that city 
which must have been read by 
many with grave disquiet. 

Expelled from their homes in the 
Sudetenland, East Prussia and the 
whole vast region of Germany taken over by the Poles, sometimes at thirty minutes' notice and without the provision of food or transport, a 
horde of Germans is struggling daily 
into Berlin-and being turned away, 
because there is no food for them. The majority are old men, women and 

-children. 
Some of these persons, too weak 

to wander further, have been seen 
under the bomb-wrecked roof of the 
Stettiner railway statioT\, dead or 
dying. · 

" One woman," writes the reporter 
of a leading London newspaper, 
" emaciated, with dark rings under 
her eyes and sores breaking out all 
over her face, could only mutter 
. self-condemnation because she was 
unable to feed her two whimpering 
babies. I watched her trying des
perately to force milk from her milk
less breasts-a pitiful effort that 
only left her crying at her failure." 

The correspondent of another re
sponsible London paper writes that 
" at a conservative estimate- given 
me by Dr. Karl Biaer, anti-Nazi, now 
installed as head of Berlin's Social 
Welfare Committee - there are 
8,000,000 homeless nomads milling 
about the areas of the provinces 
around Berlin. If you take in the 
Sudeten Germans expelled from 
Czecho-Slovakia and those on the 
move from elsewhere, the figure of 
those for whom no food can be pro
vided rises to 13,000,000 at least. 
This _proportion of Germany's popu
lation must die before winter if 
nothing is done." · 

* If we call attention to this vast 
tragedy, it is certainly not because 
we fail to realize how grievously our 
allies are suffering, nor because we 
would wish any p1·eference to be 
given to ex-enemy nationals. Nothing 
is more urgent than the speediest 
relief of Europe as a whole. 

"I believe," said Sir Arthur Salter 
recently in the House of Commons, 
"that if the lorries that we and the 
American Army have near the spot 
where they are required were used 
quickly, the transport problem of 
Europe could be solved. I believe 
that if the reserves of meat and 
clothing which the Armies have were 
freed and quickly used, a great deal 
could be done to meet the other 
necessities of Europe." 

We wholeheartedly endorse this 
plea. But we are profoundly troubled 

An appeal to 
Amerieans 

ON Tuesday, " Share the Food 
Day," Americans will be as~ed 

to eat typical menus of English 
people, Russians, Dutch, French, 
Chinese and so forth. 

They are asked (according to 
Monday's Daily Express) to lunch 
off some such delicacy as potato
peel soup, and give the m~ney they 
save to a fund to provide extra 
food for the undernourished 
abroad. 

A recent poll of American women showed that 84 per cent. of 
them were willing to endure con
tinued rationing to send food 
abroad. Those against it were for 
some reason nearly all women 
under 25. 

by even the bare possibility that 
mass-starvation cannot be prevented 
without some cut in our own rations, 
and that the authorities may hesitate 
to ask ut, after six years of war, to 
make this sacrifice : and also by the 
fear that, amidst so much misery, the 
actual death by hunger of German 
nationals may be dis_regarded. 

* We do not think tha t the Govern-
ment need feel•such hesitation. It is 
not in accordance with the traditions 
of this country to allow children
even the children of ex-enemies-to 
starve. But we have reason to believe 
that in any case numbers of our 
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fellow-countrymen would be willing Deliberate poll' to make some voluntary sacrifice in 
this cause. NOW, let us mar. We ask, therefore, all who read This policy- much this letter, and who share our concern, already an accomplished immediately to send a postcard (not the destruction of Germa·~ a letter) to ... Save Europe Now," 144 German people, and the qu Southampton Row, London, W.C.l, Europe. Unfortunately giving their name and address and people these are mere phrac. say_ing t~at they >yill glad!x__.l.JJ,\y~~~e evidence is now, to m:. their ratwns cut, If th"ereoy alone pretty clear that Russia is delil 
mQB, we!Jlen-:-ini'lr children of what- ly aiming at the ruin of Europe ~ver nationality ~nay be saved from judgment will be ascribed to m), mtolerable suffermg . known anti-Soviet bias. The 

admit no other interpretation. 1 
11Save the children', again 
"AFTER a day in Ber}in, on his 

way to MoscO:o/f' Mr. J. B. 
P · stley feels thaJ;.Ain international 
chiL --"~~ter;"""on the lines of the 
Save the Children campaign after the 
last war, should be sponsored im
media tely by the Allied nations," 
reported Norman Clark, News Chron
icle Special ~~ent, in that 
newspaper on Wednesday. 

He quo~d Mr. Priestle BS saying : 
" These ~"'l!l'e guiltless- yet 

they are the ones who are paying the 
heaviest paTt of the price for Ger
many's guilt .... 

" The tots of Germany are in the 
same plight as the children of Hol
land and France, Poland, the Balkans 
and Greece. But how can we, with 
any right, discriminate against them? 
If we do, we will be nurturing the 
seeds of hate again . . . . " 

Throughout the wa1· Rm. 
opposed any suggestion of i 
tical or economic integ1· 
Western Europe; immed' 
war was over, without ,. 
the agreement of her., ' 
began a planned expror 
capital equipment of ( 
is now pressing for 
German steel product' 
which no restorati1 
equipment is possi' 
encouraged such r 
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poverished Reich 
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M anchestrr Guardian 

VIENNA'S HIDDEN 
TRAGEDY 

English Aid 
Lord Noel-Buxton, president of the Save 

the Children Fund, returned to London 
yesterday from Vienna after a fe.w days 
spent in investigating conditions, 
especially as they affect children and 
family life. 

" I visited a number of families," said 
Lord Noel-Buxton, "which have been 
plunged into the greatest distress and 
indeed despair by the loss of the bread
winner. Sometimes the victims had no 
lot or part in the fighting. There was 
one woman whose husband had been 
killed by a stra.y bullet. He had been 
unemployed for some time, and his death 
means that the unemployment dole-the 
family's only source of income-has been 
cut off, and the widow and her sick chiH 
are left completely destitute. In another ! 
home which I visited, the husband had 
been imprisoned, although he had taken 
no part in the disturbance, and his wife 
and children were left without resources. 

" Only impartial organisations like the 
1 Save the Children Fund and the Society 
of Friends can reach Ruch cases," said 
Lord Noel-Buxton. "The latter is carry
ing out a very considerable relief work, 
and the Save the Children Fund is 
extending its system of 'adoptions' 
directed for many years past by its repre
sentative in Vienna, whereby 11- subscriber 
earmarks his contribution for the assist
ance of a specific child with whom he is 
put into personal touch 

"Frau Dollfuss," added Lord Noel
Buxton, " is relievin11: some thousands of 
cases through the soup kitchens which 
she has set up, and the Save the Childre 
Fund has made a contribution t<> thiAJ 
work." 

" Many of the child welfare organisa 
tions, the municipal nurse11y schools o 
Vienna, and the famous school founded 
by Max Winter in the Schonbrunn 
Palace have been suppressed. But the 
great central clearing house for child 
welfare work, the world-famous 
Kinderiibernahmestelle and the Jugen· 
damte (youth bureaux) connected w11!h 
it are still functioning, d ma~ 
the officials are engaging 
relief work.'' 
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Exc.ellent Dribbling 
Huddersfield 16, St. Helens Rec. 5 

Huddersfield beat St. Helens Recreation 
onvincingly by two goa1s and four tries 
o a goal and a try at Huddersfield yes

terday. Owing to the ground conditions 1 
this rearranged match was a struggle be
tween the Iespec:ti-le packs, as anything 
ike concerted handling movements was 

impossible. Recreation were the better in 
he tight scrums, but the Huddersfield 
orwards were more effectual in the loose, 
articularly in dribbling; all the Hud
ersfield tries were the result of smart 
ootwork by the forwards. Both full
acks, Scourfie1d (Huddersfield) and 
arnes (Recreation), showed good judg-
lent in catching and touch-finding. 
uddersfield's tries were scored by Nor

liffe, l\larkham, Talbot, and Darlisson, 
owkett kicking two goals. Barnes 
icked a penalty for the visitors in the 
rst half, and Bailey scored an uncon
erted try later. Owing to bad light the 

·econd half was restricted to thirty-five 
inutes .. 

HIGHFIELD BEAT BA TLEY 
Batley 5, London Highfield 7 

London Highfield won by two goals and 
try to a goal and a try at Batley. The 

,ame was played in almost continuous 
·ain before fewer than 1,000 spectators, who 
ncluded members of the French touring 
earn. Although facing the slope Batley 
1ad wind and rain at their backs in the 
irst half, and they did nearly all the 
1ttacking, but Highfield's defence was 
•plend:d. Adams kicked a penalty goal 
·or Batley and Foley scored a 
.ry. In second half Highfield 
1uickly and soon kicked 

were now 
conditions, 
but Batley 

end Moloney 
n...,..-l _...._,. ._.._ .J......,._ 
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The Refu~ees 
To the Editor of THE BRITISH WEEKLY. 

DEAR Sm,-I should like to thank you for the very considerable space you have devoted to the Refugee question in to-day's BRITISH WEEKLY, and for the vigorous and apt character of your own notes on the subject. 
It is a great encouragement to us to have your support in this matter, and I feel sure tP,at your advocacy of the cause of the Refugees will have no little infiuenoe with those · who are called upon to decide their fate.-Yours faithfully. 

,~N, President. 20, Gordon 4 • 
London, W.C.L 

January 16, 1936. 

To the Etfitor ot THE BRmSB: WEZXLY. 
DEAR Sm,-You will be very pleased to hear that we received this morning £20 from a reader (an anonymous donor) for our President, Lord Noel-Buxton·s appeal in the current issue of THE BRITISH WEEKLY for our WOrk in Abyssinia. Quick work ! Would you kindly have this acknowledged? 
Thank you so much for taking such a personal and practical interest in our .work, and also fOl" the kiDd and gracious 

way which you received my friend Mr. Fuller. 
With every good wish for the year now entered upon for you personally a.s well as for THE BRITISH WEEKLY. Again a thousand thanks.-Yours sin-cerely, . 

CAPT. G . F. GRACEY, D.S.O., 
Overseas Delegate, 

The Save the Children Fund. . 20, Gordon Square, 
LGndon, W.C.l. 

January 17, 1936. 
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Last week Professor R. T. Jenkins, 
M.A., of Bangor, delivered the first of 
a series of special lectures which he is 
giving at the North Wales University 
College, on "The Moravians in North 
Wales." Another eminent scholar-Pro
fessor de Burgh, late of Reading Univer
sity-is to give a special lecture at the 
University College at Bangor this 
month on " Philosophy and Religious 
Knowledge." ' 

.U.JU.::l5l5 Ul JJI' • J.l'ltlCOUlDilU 

Webster 
Dr. J. Macdonald Webster, the secre

tary of the Overseas Department of the 
Church of Scotland, in charge of the 
Colonial, Continental and Jewish mis
sions of the Church. has been threat-



narrow. ur 1L may oe t.ney come upon 
the real difficulties of following Christ. 
The glowing ideal is met with the cold 
cynicism of the world. There is con
tempt or hostility in the air of the 
office or the factory. Worst of all, 
perh~ is the chill of indi1!erence. 
Faith is frozen in them. It withers 
like flowers in a ~Winter wind. 

It is not only in our youth that 
we are apt to give up. The biggest 
strain may come in middle life. We 
get caught in the pressure of work or 
business. The early ideals lose their 
urgency. We have ceased to hope for 

I anything wonderful to happen. The 
strain of work and its anxieties wear 
us down. We begin to be kind to our-
selves, and permit a certailt amount of 
laxity. Enthusiasm fades. The voice 
of Christ sounds a little unreal and 
faro()ff. This tragic condition has 
overtaken many people. The result 
is sometimes seen in moral break
breakdown or the loss of vital faith. 
Their staying power has gone. They 
could not withstand the wear and tear 
of life. 

What is the secret of endurance? It 

is not merely in seeking God's 
power to meet a sudden emergency. 
It is in developing the inner re
sources that will be ready for the 
strain. one way of doing it is 
to keep firm and clear the great con
victions of our faith. Only great 
beliefs about God and life Will enable 
us to withstand the "world's slow 
stain.'· We must continually revive 
the great convictions of faith and keep 
them alive in our hearts. These have 
the power to put iron into the blood. 

But the sure way is to have the inner 
springs of life continually renewed in 
prayer and honesty with God. We 
must keep life open to God day by 
day. The w~ds of selfish desire must 
not be allowed to grow in the heart. 
The care of our inner life is like tend
ing a garden. The jungle is always 
threatening to invade it. But if we 

e keep life open to God, the first begin
e nings of evil will be checked. His 
Lt Spirit will keep our heart renewed in 
1t faith and love. When the evil day 
s. comes we shall be able to stand, and 
is having done all. .still to-Stand. 

""are mu•t: uH:~e.tt Lnan Hebrew. wne~. 
God said "Let there -be light," there 
was light. A " word " of God is not 
a mere command, which might or 
might not be fulfilled; it is a creative 
act. So when the Word came to the 
prophets, it did not mean merely that 
something was said to them, but that 
something happened to them, some
think which had life-changing effects; 
when God spoke, God came into 
the life of man, and things could 
never be the same again. The 
law or" Torah" was never to the pious 
Jew a mere collection of sentences; it 
was an act of God, a real coming of 
God into human affairs. 

We should remember that the new 
element in the first verse of the 
Fourth Gospel is "the Word was God." 
We are nowhere told in the Wisdom
books or in Phllo that either " Wis
dom" or the "Word" was divine. I 
believe the explanation of the prologue 
should follow these lines: the universe 
came into being because God spoke and 
someone answered, in other words, by 
the obedience of the Son to the Father; 
there was Someone " with God " who 
obeyed His commanding word, and so 
life came into dead matter, the world 
was made. He was alw,ays in the 
universe, and the process 6! revelation 
took the form of a gradual concentra
tion, first on one people, the Jews, 
called " His own " in the prologue, then 
upon a remnant of the chosen people. 
"His own" as a whole" did not rece1ve 
Him," but there were some .who did, and 
so were born by a kind of miraculous 
birth. We might call them " Christians 
before Christ"; they were the pro
phets. Last of all the word became 
.. flesh," centred itseU in one indi
vidual. " Grace and trutl'l " came by 
Jesus Christ, grace the undeserved 
favour of God redeetning the souls of 
sinful men, truth the explanation of 
the universe to their darkened ininds, 
the unfolding of the meaning of his
tory. The .. Torah" was not itself 
divine, as the Jews said; it was ··given 
by Moses." "The Word" only became 
incarnate in the " Oniy-begotten Son." 
The philosophical language of the first 
verse ("word," "God," "with") is. 
with the coming of Jesus, translated 
into the language of · human relations. 
For "Word" we have "Only Son," for 
.. God" "the Father," for "with" "in 
the heart of." The world was created 
by the obedience of the "Word "; it 
has been redeemed by the obedience of 
the Incarnate Son. Another question 
about the Fourth Gospel I must leave 
for another article. 

Didllbttry CoUege. Manchester. 



Nansen's Great Work 
The Nansen International Office, it 

must be explained, was set up by the 
Council in 1931 to continue the work of 
the former High Commissariat for 
Refugees, an office (:levotedly served by 
Dr. Fritjof Nansen during the latter 
years of his life and up to the time 
of his death. It is a comprehensive 
body representing Governments and 
voluntary international bodies like the 
International Red Cross, the Save the 
Children International Union and the 
International Relief Union, and organi
sations of the refugees themselves. It 
has rendered-to quote a recent resolu
tion of the League Assembly
" humanitarian and economic ser
vices " to thousands of refugees and 
made an "important contribution to 
political and social stability." 

The functions of the Nansen Office 
are of a varied character. To the 
general public it is perhaps best known 
as the authority for issuing " Nansen " 
passports, those substitutes for national 
identity papers which have been devised 
for stateless Armenians and Russians. 
There is a popular, but erroneous, im
pression that these Nansen passports 
have a much wider validity, but the· 
unhappy fact is that there are many 
thousands of refugees in Europe to-day 
who, not coming within the limits of 
the Nansen Office scheme, are not only 
stateless but without those essential 
insignia of civilised life, official papers 
of identity. The effect is that the 
elementary right to maintain themselves 
by honest work is denied these people. 

When, a few months ago, the Save 
the Children Fund sent a representa
tive to France to inquire into the 
refugee situation, he discovered that 
whereas formerly 75 per cent. of the 
Armenian and Russian refugees had 
work, the growing incidence of unem
ployment among French nationals was 
now causing the authorities to with
draw permis de travail, even from 
those who had held them for so long 
as ten years. The unfortunate refugees 
were thus being stranded, without work, 
witbQut sustenance, and, owing to lack 
of papers, without means of access to 
another country. The seriousness of 
the position is aggravated in many 
cases by the fact that the refugees 
have young, dependent children. More
over, the practice of many countries to 
expel refugees for trivial offences or for 
reasons beyond the refugees• control is 
growing, to the embarrassment of the 
neighbouring countries to which they 
drift. To attempt to meet these twin 
problems, the Nansen Office took actiOn 
by drafting a Convention on the Inter-

p~i~without-detriment. to any other 
category of refugees. 

There is, indeed, a certain danger 
that the vivid disclosures made by Mr. 
McDonald of the persecution and suf
fering which have been the lot of the 
refugees from Germany may divert 
attention from the long-continued 
agony of the far greater number of 
Armenian and Russian refugees. The 
League Council will have to consider 
the future of the Nansen Office, and it 
is understood that the recommendation 
of the Committee of Five is that the 
Office shall be wound up by the end of 
1938. This would mean that, failing the 
creation of sorrle new omnibus organi
sation such as the Save the Children 
Fund has suggested, the Russian and 
Armenian refugees who have been the 
special charge of the Nansen Office 
would be left without protection. Such 
action would be a personal disaster to 
every one of these men and women and 
children, who are subject to the same 
needs and have the same legitimate 
desire for security and opportunity as 
we ourselves. To abandon them, state
less and helpless, would be, as Dr. 
Sidney Berry has said, the betrayal of 
a great trust, and it would be viewed 
"with the gravest concern " by the 
Christian public of ·this country. These 
people are, as he says, " entitled to a 
fair deal in the name of our common 
humanity, which is summed up in the 
injunction, Bear ye one another's 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ." 

There is a further point, aptly em
phasised by Mr. H. Mart~'Il Gooch., of 
the World Evangelical Alliance, in a 
letter in The Times. If the League, by 
winding up the Nansen Office and pro
viding no substitute, leaves the 
Armenian and Russian refugees unpro
tected, there is, as Mr. Gooch says, 
" every probability that the German 
refugees would in their turn be treated 
in the same way if and when Germany 
rejoins the League, and this would be 
a triumph of political expediency over 
justice." 

For many years the refugee problem 
has been left unsolved in the hope
vain as it has proved-that, given time, 
it would solve itself without the inter
vention of the League or of Govern
ments. This hope was finally killed by 
the economic crisis which intensified 
the sufferings of the refugees and in
creased the embarrassment of their 
unwilling hosts. The problem is now 
clamant for settlement, and it is 
earnestly to be hoped •that, on January 
20, the League Council will take action 
which will result in a righteous and 
effective solution. 
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CHILDREN OF •• NON·ARYANS" 
r I /-------

n) THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir.-ln the article which appeared in your 

Saturday's issue on the subject of the ·· Non
Aryan ·· ·population in Germany, you called 
attention to a problem which cannot leave un
movc;;d.anyone who cares for the happiness and 
well-heing of children. Your Correspondent 
cmpha-.ize~ the fa.:t. too little known in this 
country. that not only are children of Jewish 
blood and faith subjected to cruel disQ.I;lilitjes, 
hut many professi~tians come under the 
racial ban because one parent or grandparent 
is of Jewish stock. 

The Inter-Aid Committee for Children from 
Germany exists for the purpose of helping 
children of " Non-Aryans,'' whether Christian 
or Jewish. lt seeks to give them an oppor
tunity of growing up in an environment free 
from that continuous fear and tension which 
the discriminatory laws and propaganda make 
inevitable. lt is impossible to relieve all 
" Non-Aryan •· children. but the aim of the 
Inter-Aid Committee is to assist those whose 
burden seems heaviest by placing them in 
English S<:hools or homes. where they may 
enjoy the freedom and companionship which 
are here regarded as the right of every child. 
What such a return to normality .may mean, 
even for a brief period, is shown by the change 
which is apparent in children who come over 
for no more than a few weeks' holiday. 

The political aspects of the question are not 
the pro\'ince of this committee: we are con
cerned solely with a humanitarian issue. This 
transcends all distinction of creed or race, and 
for this reason a number of people, Jewish 
and Christian, have come together to try by a 
concerted effort to lighten the burden o( fear 
and hopelessness which lies upon so many 
children in Germany, innocent of all save their 
birth. M any of these people arc representa
tive of bodies, such as the Jewish Refugees 
Committee and the Society of Friends. which 
have already been working in this field, but 
separately. They now feel that, in view of the 
stringency of the conditions to which the 
•· Non-Aryan ., children are subjected. the time 
has come to make a united appeal to all people 
of humane mind in this country. 

To those who ask how they can help. we 
would suggest these ways: -(a) By paying the 
fees. either wholly or in part. for a child's 
schooling in England: (b) by offering facilities 
for post-school training in occupations which 
do not compete with the British worker; (c) 
hy offering (in the case of school governors, 
headmasters. and headmistresses) p~ in 
schools free or at much reduced rees:('{T) by 
taking a child into your home: (p)· by sending 
a contribution. If you can make yourself 
responSiOTefor the maintenance of a child for 
a year. please do: if you cannot. please remem
ber that the very smallest contribution will 
help. 

Letters should be addressed to the: Save the 
Children Fund Inter-Aid Committee, · 20. 
Gordon Square, London, W.C.I. 

We are yours truly, . 
Nou-BuxToN (President. ;Save 

Children Fundl: w, NDHA~t DLFQ!;S 
!Chairman. Inter-Aid Commimr: 
ISHBt~ ABERDE;EN AND TEMAIR, SYDNEY 
M. BERRY. MAx BONN. HcGH Cent. 
GEORGE Ct E~TR:. HI'RBIR I Dt.NELM:. 
OsMONo-'t:. o AvtGDOR GOLOSMtD. EVA 
H.~RT-RFE. GEORGE LANSBl'RY, J. $("OTT 
LtDGf 11, StMO!'; MARK.. ·.VA REAotNG. 
Rfllr C'.~ 0. StHF. Nt"'A K. ~nons (Mem
bers of Advisory Council, Inter-Aid 
Committee). 
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! the most luxurious, 
rments any man or 
more than ordinary 
)ractical experience 
the past 85 years. 
every purpose and 
formal dress wear 
~ sports attire. 

AND DRESS WEAR 
MODEL L.T.57. The" Storno
way" model three-piece, com
prising a tailor-made suit, plain 
jacket and check skirt with matchin& cape of overcheck material, the strictly classical lines made less severe by the choice of rich colour blendings. The colours are plain brick and dark green ground with overcheck of brick and niltural. Ready made or to measure. 

All sizes. 9 8 Costume Gns Cape Gns 

AQUASCUT+ 
unassailat 

and absolute ( 
this policy of 
travel coat in 

MODEL L.T.30. 
pure Cashmere. v 
Colours are natural 
Ready made or to r 
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THE MANCHESTER 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

THE GERMAN REFUGEES IN PRAGUE 

Lord Noel-Buxton's Account of Their Sufferings 
To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian 

Sir,-Your reports on the visit of 
King Carol to Prague indicated the 

· deep interest felt Ly the public of 
Czecho-Slovakia in the foreign 
relations of their country. I was in 
Prague at the time and can testify to 
the intensity of that interest. The 
King's progress through the town took 
place during weather of the most 
repulsive kind; but, in spite of cold, 
driving rain, the <:rowel along the 
route was such as to suggest that the 
entire population was lJl'eseut. There 
is something unusually sombre about 
the clothing of a crowd in Prague, and 
this increased the impression made by 
the marked silence of the people-a 
silence which seemed to indicate a 
great anxiety. Whether the King's 
visit indicated a movement to confirm 
the pact with Russia or, on the other 
hand, emboclied a tendency in the 
opposite diredion, on the lines 
followed by Belgium, was a problem 
sufficient to produce the solemnity 
which one felt in the atmosphere. 

One cannot but sympathise with the 
.... nv,.,t,.· '·" of the Czechs, and no one 

the privilege of a talk with 
Benes without experiencing 

of that thy; but 
··anxiety 
While I 

about 

I epresents, 
nght of asylum which 
were formerly proud to 

furnish. These refugees, whatever 
the merits of the cause for which they 

expelled from their own 
have £ound in Czecho

Slovakia a security from violence 
which constitutes a service to 
humanity. It is a service all the 
greater at a moment when the League 
of Nations threatens to abandon at no 
distant date its organisation for 
solving the refugee problem and to 
throw it upon the shoulders of private 
charity. 

visited first what are called "collec
tives "-houses resembling a common 
lodging-house. Here \Ye .found a 
hundred or so refugees, mamly men, 
but with a handful of women and 
children, living in crowded and severe 
conditions. In one room forty beds I 
were placed almost adjoining, like the 
improvised war hospitals of the Balkan 
War. Another form of pro\·ision is 
aJforded by a sum of money which 
just enables the recipient to get a bed 
in a lodging nearer to the centre of 
Prague, Those lodgings which we 
visited were dark but dean. The 
lodgers paid the equivalent of three
pence a night, leaving a margin for 
board, &c., of about two shillings a 
week at the present rate of exchange. 
We were also taken to see a group of 
refugees occupying a deserted country 
house about twenty miles from Prague. 
Here eighty persons were living in most 
chilly and dismal conditions. 

The whole of this community of over 
a thousand people leads a life of 
hunger. But .a feature which struck 
me as still more deplorable was that 
the men, mostly very capable workers, 
were living in enforced idleness . 
in the country community the 
the house and garden 

for ~tpl<)YDI\~JJit; 

had notice to 
supply until his bill was paid. 

The one bright spot in the refugee 
world was furnished by a kind of foyer, 
or free meeting-place, in which crowd.; 
were gathered in the evening to have a. 
talk and a game of dominoes over a cup 
of cocoa. The cheering impression 
furnished by this scene was, however, 
marred upon our introduction, by the 
excellent lady who runs the foyer, to 
some of the persons present. One of 
these illustrated the trouble of the 
Stateless person, who has no papers 
with which to enter another country ; 
the Czech Government will provide him 
with a passport to leave Czecho
Slovakia, but on condition that he does 
not return. 

I also found an illustration of the , 
problem so much debated by the N an-: 
sen Office of the League of Nations : 1 

that of the person who is charged with 
taking work without a permit, and 
after serving his sentence is expelled 
from the country. He then suffers the 
same experience in a second country, 
and repeats the process with a 
frequency which often adds to the 
vagrant and criminal classes of .Europe. 
I saw at the foyer a decent-~ooking 
couple who had met with this fate no 
less than four times ; it was a natural 
result of these vicissitudes that their 
two girls, perhaps eight and ten yearti I 
old, were already suffering from tuber
culosis. 

In this sphere the relief furnished 
from England has naturally gone 
mainly to Paris, where the body of 
refugees is larger, but the Save the 
Children Fund (among other funds) 
has been able to send a certain amount 
of money to Prague. On its behalf I 
saw large numbers of the most needy 
section of the refugees- that is to say, 
the Germans. In addition to Jews by 
1'eligion, there is a large body of 
non-Aryans, .some expelled on political, 
some on raCJal grounds ; the latter are 
frequentlv Christians. One even finds 
among the refugees the offspring of a 
Protestant pastor who has the mis
fortune to be connected by family with 
Jews. The complications arising from 
the Tacial theory were illustrated by 
a peculiar case in which a German 
woman had adopted the Jewish faith 
but could not, as she wished, marry 
a Jew, for it would have been a serious 
crime for the prospective husband to 
wed a woman of Aryan blood. Having 
escaped to Czecho-Slovakia. they were 
still unable to marry, because Czecho
Slovak legal practice in regard to the 
maniage of foreigners follows the law 
of each country of origin. 

Different groups of sympathisers 
have their own relief committees
J ewish, Socialist, Democratic, Com
munist, non-party intellectual, and so 
on. I was taken to see samples of 
the different methods employed. We 

The needs of our own country are j 
imperative; yet I cannot but hope that 
among your readers who have further 
funds to spare, there may be many who 
will enable the Save the Children Fund, 
20, G01·don Square, London, W.C. 1, to 
send some help to these refugees from 
Germany.- Yours, &c., 

N OEL-BuxToN, President 
of the Save the 
Children Fund. 

18, Cowley Street, West
minster, London, S. W. 1, 
November 7. 
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STATE TRADE 
fiON PLAN 

Sail to Dublin 

LORD MAYOR TO 
LEGATION 

that faciltiies will be provided by the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company, and I 
pwpuse sailing at a convenient elate from 
the Port of l\Ianchester to Dublin Bay, 
with et. sltirloacl of fnendslup. '!'his 
gesture, I am certain, will receive ready 
responsE- on the part of the. people on 
thr other :;icle, and I trust w1ll do some
thing to relieve unemployment. Until 
unernplovment is relieved the ratepayers 
in this c'ity cani'ut expect any reduction 
in their rates. 

" Here I would again draw the atten
tion of the Government to the lead given 
by the ::Uanch<)ster City Council for years 
ago when we asked for the equalisation 
of the public assistance rate. Again I 
"'ould remind the Government how unfair 
it is to leave a national responsibility as 
a local burden. It is as unfair to ask 
the gre.at industrial centres with so many 
poor inhabitants to keep the poor, whilst 
the great residential districts do so little, 
as it would be to ask the people of Alder
shot to pay the whole cost of the army 
and the people of Portsmouth the whole 
cost of the British navy. I am hopeful 
that this year something will be done to 
impress again upon the Government the 
ser1ous Importance of this matter, because 
in my opinion it will be an ever-recurring 
issue. 

The Coronation 
"During the coming year one of the 

greatest event:; in the history of the world 
will take place. I refer to the coro:1ation 
of King Edward VIII. I appeal to all 
citizens t( make the Coronation celebra
tions the greatest the city has ever known, 
for we shall be rejoicin~ not only in the 
crowning of a young Kmg, but rejoicing 
in the liberties we hold in this country. 

passing, may I say it is .a remarkable 
that to-day it is chiefly in those 

cvuntries where kings reign that the 
people have most freedom. 

"l rejoice to think that this munici
pality ha.; uecided to pay wages to all its 
employees on Coronation Day, and to 

an extra allowance on that day to 
unfortunate people in our institutions, 
well as giving treats to the old folk 

children. 1 would make a special 
_,,..,..~a• to all private employers to pay 

workpeople for the Coronation 
:m~u••u••~, and where they cannot give 

a haliday to give them an extra 
wages. Having lived in a work
cottage I know how difficult it is 

oic.., in anything on a day in mid
the table is to go short of n eces-

at the end of the week. I well 
the difficulties of employers, 

would ask them to strain every 
to ma'l:e the Coronation of King 

one of the happiest events in the 
lives of their employees." 

Tributes to Retiring Lord .Mayor 
The most cordial thanks of the city 

council were extended to the r etiring 
Lord l\Iayor (Alderman T. S. Williams) 
for his services during the y ear on the 
motion of youncillor Isaac Floyd, 
seconded by Councillor W. P. Jackson 
and supported by Councillor H. Quinney: 

three spoke in admiration of Alder
\Villiams's close application to the 
~f the office, and. of his dexterity in 

'ft~~~~~;·J'i the council at " explosive 11 - a d exterity which, a s Coun-
said, was not always 

at the time, but only became 
•Pva•eriL afterwards. All three, too, 

warmly of the motherly sincerity 
which the r etiring Lady Mayoress 

discharg!M her duties. 
Lord l\Iayor, who added his 

~il~tlillorty of admiration, revealed the fact 
Williams had defied his 
in attending the meeting 

Williams, expressin"' his 
he had been splendid!; sup

by the members of the c'ouncil 
all the officials, from the town 

I Jol!it~~·,JiDta chief officials downwards. 

IIU:~-"'-

to acknowledge also the 
he had r eceived from the 

pas~ year had been a h a nnv his wifP » nrl \.. ! . • • 
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OUTCASTS OF THE NATIONS 
SHALL THE LEAGUE DESERT A MILLION 

REFUGEES? 
By the Right Hon. LORD NOEL-BU,X:TON, P.C. 

President of the Save the Children Fund 

THE refugee problem is one of the 
most sinister legacies of the 
World War and the political dis

turbances which have succeeded it. 
Ruined cities have been restored, the 
wilderness has blossomed again, indus-

. try has been revived, new nations have 
arisen out of the ashes of old~but the 
hearts and lives of over a million of our 
fellow men and women are still 
desolate. They have been forced to 
leave the lands of their fathers, 
hallowed by religious association~d 
tradition and an that; means "h " 
to a people, and to seek refuge in al n 
lands where life is at best precarious for 
the immigrant, and where it may be a 
long-drawn experience of penury, 
misery and fear. 

The greater number of these refugees 
a.re of tl;le same household of Faith as 
we ourselves, members ·of sister 
Christian churches:-800,000 Russians, 
170,000 Armenians, and between 15,000 
and 40,000 Assyrians. There are also 
some 80,000 refugees from Germany, 
mostly Jews, and it is the ·suffering 
endured by them and the persecution 
whi~h caused their flight and, in its 
persistence, threatens to augment their 
numbers, which, culminating in the 
resignation of Mr. James G. McDonald 
from the office of High Commissioner 
for Refugees from Germany, has 
thrown the spotlight of public atten
tion on the refugee question. 

It is well that this is so. On January 
20 the Council of the League of Nations 
will meet, to consider, among other 
matters, the future of the League's re
sponsibility for refugees. The Council 
will have before it Mr. McDonald's 
letter of resignation~that moving 
document in which he emphasises 
not only the "portentous fact " that 
"more than half a million persons [in 
Germany], against whom no charge can 
be made except that they are not what 
the National Socialists choose to regard 
as ' Nordic,' are being crushed " and 
that the problem arising "constitutes 
! tlanger to international peace and a 
source of injury to the legitimate in
terests of other states," but that it is 
the business of the League to find a 
sol:Ition to the problem. The Council 
will also consider the cognate question 
of the future of the Namen ~nter
MtiOialil omce for Refugees. 

national Status of Refugees (which has 
not yet been ratified by the Govern
ments) and by appealing td Govern
ments "in the interests of the refugees, 
as well as in loyalty to other members 
of the League, to refrain from expel
ling a refugee until he has obtained 
formal permission to enter another 
territory." 

Pari passu with such diplomatic 
activity, the iNansen Office !helps 
refugees on to their feet by granting 
loans and by giving equipment and 
top~ and it is the- .authority responsible 
for the settlement of Armenians in 
Syria, a. task in .which British charity 
has borne no unimportant share through 
the Save the Children . Fund and its 
associated organisation, 'the Armenian 
(Lord Mayor 's) Fund. 

To avoid the risk of veto by Ger
many~at that time an active member 
of the League Council~the Nansen 
Office was not given responsibility for 
refugees coming from Germany, and the 
separate Hig!h Commissionership now 
being surrendered by Mr. McDonald 
was set up. Mr. McDonald makes it 
clear that the effectiveness of his 
efforts as High Commissioner was 
weakened by this limitation, and he 
takes the view that the work of assist
ing the refugees could be better carried 
forward by an organisation directJy 
under the authority of the League. 

A Million Pounds for Relief 
The Save the Children Fund~which 

may claim authority to speak, by 
reason of the ·fact that it ihas spent, in 
conjunction with the Lord Mayor's 
Fund, little short of a million pounds on 
the relief and settlement of refugees 
and studied the question intensively and 
extensively~takes a view which accords 
with Mr. McDonald's. We were invited 
to submit evidence to the Committee o{ 
Five appointed by the Assembly of the 
League last autumn, ;whose report will 
be submitted to the Council on January 
20, and in our conclusions we expressed 
the view that a. singl~ central organisa
tion should be set up, within or under 
the authority of the League of Nations, 
to deal with all categories of refugees 
as defined, or to be defined, by the 
League. We recommended that the 
competence of the Nansen Office shol!ld 
be extended to deal with German 
refne:OO!!. but--.Bnd this is an important 



staying power. Think of what it must 
have meant to find Himself thwarted 
more and more every step of the way. 
The religious leaders were His enemies. 
His own village rose up against HI 
His family did not under~<~ 
His disciples began •n 1 • till 
only a hanuful ~ ~ .1 these 
were very unstable. D; · ppointment 
and the bitterness of failure bung over 
the road 11ke threateliing clouds. But 
He never !:Utered He went rl{jht 
through to the Cross. He endured to 
~he very end. 
It is this staYing power that the 

Jhristian way asks of us. There are 
,imes when it will not be easy to keep 
>ur faith and to hold the road. Let us 
·ace that fact.. To be forewarned is to 
e forea.t:med. 'l'b.ere are plae@S where 
aith asks of us the calm cold-blooded 
>bedience to what we know is His way. 
rhere are days when the service He 
Lsks of us will need the power to go 
m doggedly and undiscouraged. It is 
Lll part of the plan. There are quali
.ies God can develop in us no other 
vay. There are reserves that cannot 
>e tapped till we are called on to en
lure. We must be ready to go on, when 
.he light goes out of the sky, and the 
~low fades from the heart. 

There are many occasions that test 
our staying power. A big temptation 
will do it. A great misfortune or 
sorrow may bring the strain. Gener
:Uly speaking, it is the humdrum road 
that tries our mettle. But there are 
times when we must be specially on our 
guard. one of them is when some 
exalted mood has brought us to a. big 
resolve. some young people begin the 
way of discipleship in a kind of glow. 
They go on for a month or two and 
then they fall back. The glory of 
Christ fades, and faith seems to have 
gone. The wave that had carried bhem 
along on its crest withdraws and leav_es 
them in the trough. They do not 
understand what has happened. But 
every hour of emotion is followed by a 
reaction. It is then the peril comes. 
They have to hold on like a swimmer 
till the next ;wave. 

Others break down when they meet 
tlM! currents of life in the world. 
Pleasure or ambition attracts. They 
feel the pull of material thingS. The Christian way begins to look dull and 

THE CORRESPONDENCE OF 
PROF. J. ALEXANDER FINDLA¥ 

"THE WORD BECAME FLESH." 
H. K. C. writes, asking me to explain what is meant by " the Word" in the prologue to the Fourth Gospel. CommP.ntators used to say that the evan'~· ·list was indebted for this idea to ;•t.ilo, a Jewish philosopher, who was t"aching in Alexandria about the beg mning of the Christian era. This v:ew is discredited now, and scholars are inclined rather to look to the Old Testament for an explanation of the sudden appearance of the "Logos " conception in Christian literature. Dr. Rehdel Harris thinks that the " Word ,. is equivalent to the "Wisdom,. of God. spoken of in the 8th Chapter of Proverbs as having been His agent in creation. Originally the idea of intelole~t al beauty pervac:Utig the univel'se ,w Greek, aad was the leading dogma of ic philosophy; it is expres~ for us itl the familiar lines:-

.. A presence which distul'bs me with the joy 
Of elevated thoughts, a. senae 

sublime 
ot something far more cleeplT tnte11o 

fused, 
Whose dwelling 1s the Ii~ of settfnt suns, 
And the round oceQn and· the l1vblt air, 
And the blue sky, and 1n the mind of man." 

God, said the stoics, who infused into nature His "word scattered like seed," at the same time endowed man with a reasonable soul akin to and therefore able to discern the beauty which he saw in nature. With the conquest of the Near East by Alexander the Great, this doctrine captured the imagination of Jewish thinkers, and they mad.e the "word" personal, calling it "wisdom"; it was the way of the Jewish mind to make abstract ideas personal and concrete. So we get the " Wisdomconception"; the Jew saw not "something" but" Someone" shining through the beauty of nature. There is laughter, for "Wisdom" is ever "sporting " before God, but there is also trag~dy behind the creation, for Wisdom 15 ever calling to the sons of men, and her call is unheeded by all but a few " friends of God and prophets." If this interpretation of the prologue to the Fourth GoSpel is cor! rect, Christ is thought of as the incar• nate soul of the universe. 
A different explanation points us back to an idea native to the JewiSh mind, that of " the word of God " Whiob came to the prophets. This conception is more difficult for us to grasp, for ,..,..,.... r--o •• ,. _ , • • 
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·Notes of the Week I 

The Plight of the 
Refugees 

Alongside on this page we print 
an appeal by Lord Noel-Buxton on 
behalf of the refugees who, without 
home or country or indlvidua 
status, are trying, though uprooted, 
still to live. 

Refugees from Germany, from 
Russia, from Turkey; Christians, 
Orthodox, Catholic, Armenian, Re
formed; Jews; Mahommedans; 
thousands upon thousands of them 
with their children all cast upon 
this terrible bank and shoal of 
time! 

On Monday next the case of 
these stranded peoples is to come 
before the Council of the League of 
Nations. The purpose of the state
ment and appeal which we have 
printed, and our purpose in sup
porting it, is that the Council of the 
League of Nations shall take a firm 
and patient hold of the entire busi
ness, and shall so resolve, that, if 
their purpose should finally fail, 
the failure will not be due to any 
neglect or acquiescence on their 
part, but will be to the shame and 
discredit of us all. 

Once Again, the 
League! 

There is a danger, however. We 
are given to understand that, 
whilst the case of those who have 
fled or have been exiled from Ger
many may continue to be dealt 
with as best we can, the case of 
those others vastly more numerous, 
and their condition still more 
miserable and desperate, may 
simply be allowed, not willingly 
perhaps b\lt inevitably, to fade 
from the memory and conscience of 
the world. 

The Council of the League may 
protest with some justice that it 
cannot do everything. It might, 
therefore, suggest that the better 
course would be for Geneva to 
undertake one part of the problem 
with some hope of success than to 
fail in the attempt to do more. 

We hope that the Council of the 
League will not take refuge in any 
such sophistry. For one thing, it 
sometimes happens that an appeal 
for a cause which is so great that 
it seems to be beyond us, succeeds 
where the appeal for a cause more 
manageable touches us only on the 
surface, provoking at most a reluc
tant and grudging support. 

But there is another reason why 
the League of Nations, through its 
Council, should take a firm stand on 
the larger problem of the Refugees. 

The Council's Task an 
Opportunity 

In a word, this task is also an 
opportunity. Resolute action by the 
Council on this specific issue would 
do more than torrents of words, this 
way and that, to place the League 
of Nations where it truly belongs
as a necessary instrument for the 
transaction of matters in which 
there is neither " Barbarian, 
Scythian, Bond or Free," but only 
human beings. 

Action of the kind- which at 
this stage involves the public, 
explicit adoption of the larger 
and containing issue- would com
mend the League to the world of 
thinking and sympathetic peoples. 
It would dissipate for many a day 
the idea, which is hold in astonish
ing quarters, and here in our own 
midst most powerfully and mis
chievously, that the League exists 
almost solely to encourage debates, 
to intensify grievances, which if 
only let alone would be forgotten! 

Not one in fifty who know the 
League of Nations by name have 
any idea of the work it has done, 
and is doing, in the region of re
search, in economics, in social pros
pects and likellhoods, in the pre
paration for issues which may be
come acute, so that when the day 
arrives those who must decide shall 
have materials on which to form a 
judgment. 

At Geneva 
Strong action on this sad ques

tion of the Refugees might make 
friends for the League of Nations 

amongst multitudes of people in all 
lands whose minds have not yet 
been sympathetic. 

Such a task is troublesome! Of 
course it is! But we are all Qf us 
arrived at a t~en,Jt..J!U! m lii tasks -eastet If~ once for all 
make up our minds that, for the 
next few years, we are not going to 
have any low leisure. We are now 
at war; not indeed with flesh and 
blood, but in the region of ideas as 
to what sort of thing human life is 
going to be. 



lt~• grsall to 
• .,. oar house~ 
80ft • • • OD@ flag 
lt .,Ill lie ,ours 

aut waking to a. deeper oognisance 
Of all that we have loved, and held 

most dear. 

n 
Death is a door, through which our 

Loved have passed, 
Left open-as we lesve our babes' at 

night-
That they may know we are not far 

away, 
But just as near, as though we were 

in sight. 

III. 
And when our footsteps reach the c 

shining door 
To pass through will be easy, for 'tis E 

wide-
All fears forgotten, we shall surely find f 

A Loving Father waits the other side. 
Clm.IsTOPHER FEA!U.Ess. 

J)ra~cr 
Unto Thee, 0 Lord, would we lift up 

our souls; do Thou by Thy good spirit 
sustain us in an unbroken sense of our 
dependence upon Thee. Thus may we 
be free from pride, and free also from 
fears or from sadness. Confronted with 
large afiairs, teach us the way wherein 
we should go. If our confidence 
seems to us like to fail, may we seek 
the renewal of our spirit, not in some 
passing event, but in Thy greater near
ness to us, and in that quietness and 
strength which Thy Presence brings. 

We bless Thee for the deeper wisdom 
which these difficult · days are fitted to 
bring to us all; grant, we pray Thee, 
that we miss not the lessons of such a 
season. 

If it be Thy Holy Will, do Thou cause 
light to arise so that all who look to 
Thee may see Thee and rejoice; through 

~ Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

j 
STAYING POWER 

By Rev. JAMES REID, D.D. 
Sunday, January 19. 

" "He that endureth to the end shall be :.:: 
saved."- Matt. x. 22. 

No one could ever say about Christ 
that He got His disciples on false pre
tences. He issued no glowing prospec
tus. He told people frank~y what they 
would meet with if they followed Him. 
He made them face the worst at the 
beginning. He knew that this would 
sift the wheat from th~ chat!. He 
knew, also, that this would be to good 
men the best attraction. It would 
make the Christian way a bracing ad
venture. So He told them that if they 

' were ·to be successful as His followers, 
they inust be ready to hold on and to 
go through. The finest kind of courage 

, is not that which comes in the heat of 
) a. great crisis. It is the cold-blooded 

kind whose name is fortitude. " He 
that endureth to the end shall be 
saved." 

~ In Dr. Fosdick's words: we need not 
~ only starting-power, but staying power. 

This is a commonplace of life. Anyone 
can start in a race but the man wB.o 

:h wins must be able to stay the course. 
A book may secure our interest at the 
start. But if we are to get anything 
out of it, we iWill need to be able to 
keep at it when interest flags and the 
mind grows tired. Most unhappy' mar
riages have started well. The glow of 
romance colours everything for a while. 
The humdrum difficulties of living to
gether have not appeared. But when 
the glow fades, and husband and wife 
begin to see one another . with clear 
eyes and faults begin to appear, the 
test will come. Have they love enough 
to see it through? Have they forbear· 
ance and understanding and the spirit 
of forgiveness? Real afiection develop1 
through the years of meeting troubll 
together. That af!ection is the rea 
fruit of married life. God never give 
us His best gifts on easy terms. 

The best example of staying powe 
was Christ Himself. There is no singl 
quality in Him that we admire mor 
than another. For in them all, E 

every point, the Divine shines out. Bt 
there are some we are apt to mis 
And one of these is His fortitude, H 
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r,JVERPOOL COTTON 

v:rican Spot Prices Reduced 2 Points 
,\liddling American 5.20d.- Amcrican 
':ulures Steady, 1 Point Hi!lher to 1 
'oint Lower-Easy Sterling Exchan::e 

EGYPTIAN COTTON 

Futures Close Heavy After Late 
Fixings 

ALEXANDRIA, NoVEMBER 26. 

}!AIL NEWS: OU' 

List of Imperial and Foreign Letter .Mails 

Dcstinatton 

Times shown in light figure! 

Date I d I Newton Street \ Rea ---- __ 
Oftice Ord'y I Late 

I Fee 

Sc;-~ttered Trade Callin)l-Amcrican 
and. Other Growths Futun~s l'leglecte•.l, 
1 Point Higher to 1 Point Lower-l'lo. 
1 Giza 7 Quiet, 5 Points Lowcr-l'lo. 2 
Giza 7 Steadv, G to 4 Points Lowei-
Egyptian Fut~m·s (Uppe1·) Stead~, 3 !o 
5 Points Lower-East Indian l·uturcs 
Inactive, Unchanged. 

There was a moderate amount of 
activity on the spot cotton market here 
to-day, the chief demand being for 
Ashmouni and Giza 7. Futures opened 
dull, prices sagging under hedges and 
liquidations of Giza by tired lonjts. 
Scattered scale-down trade buying took 
place in Uppers, but the market 
quietened down and, with fixings 
towards the end of the session, closed 
heavy. 

ADYSSI:-IIA. I Same 
. !llyair 
' riSame 

as 
once 

I Slam I 
1\ week 
lndia i 

Aden and Seychelleo. 
as 

ner 
1ich 

e stock 
! action 
labour 

'less of 
of any 

y cotton, 
; low those 
rogramme 
tioned as 

~w buying. 
owever, the 
al of trade 
amount of 

the close 
to 2 points 

ed at 60,000 
' : Anderson, 
bbard Bros. 
·d Shearson, 

fhe sellers 
l Co.; Robert 

· and Co.; and 

rrent week are 
105,000 bales, 
year, and the 
into sight is 

bales, against 

reported as follows:

tral Gulf ~onth'n Gulf 
••Y Ye•t. To-nay Yest, 
\6 ... 40 ...... 56 ... 44 
'4 ... 22 ...... 22 ... 24 
•ar Clear 

opened irregular 
' 3 points decline, 
sorbing December 
eign houses pur
)tions. A general 
ccurred afterwards 
. scattered liquida-

urities, the French 
-r reports from dry
the new farm pro-

ies. Towards the 
.Hied on the resump

Jort and covering by 
e session ending with 
alues ranging from 1 

points below previous 

, Association's .Special 
Report 

YORK, NOVEMBER 26. 
d very steady at 1 point 
Joints decline. 
ell 4 points to 9.04c. 

fATIONS FOR 

ciay rre-\·. da:r 
·oz ..• R"n1 ... 
65 ... 8'61\ ... ·ss ... 8'54 ... 

~'91 ... 8'90 ... 
··gs .. , s·95 ... 
t'04 ... 9'08 ... 
;·sg ... 8·59 .. . 
!'06 ... 9'04 .. . 

1l'50 ... 8"50 .. . 
3'36 ... 8'35 .. . 
s·29· ... 8·27 .. . 

·:;_~ .. , 8'5o .. . 
ll'29 .. 8'27 .•. 

MIDDLING 
l;'relghts per 

Ri'" Fall 100lb 
'01 ... 

·Ci ::: 
'01 ... 

......... 
'02 ::: 

'02 ::: 

'02 ... 

'04 ::: 

ing Range 
To.cta.r--.. 

ot Calls 

0 ... 8•69 
8'49 
8"47 
8"45 
8'3.'i 
s·2s 
8"13 
8"02 

" nl 
<r 7'70 

..--Prev. day-... 
8'69 8'RR 
8"49 8'49 
8"46 8'46 
8"45 8'44 
8'34 8'34 
8'25 8"25 
8'14 8'14 
3'04 8'04 
7'&3 7'93 
7'83 7'83 
7'72 7'72 lOt 

~dil70 December~~:.~~.~ ... . 
~8'49 January ................ . 

8'65 
8'46 
8"42 
8'21 

~·47 Mu·ch .................. .. 
l'?.S Jl.loy ...................... . 

IDIJ,; ,June ..•.••..•••••••••••.•• 
1 {i3 Julv ...................... , 77:9966 ·11 Octo~er ................. . 
.rert 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26. 
The market was very steady through

out the morning Business was by no 
means active, but some covering was 
induced by the easier sterling rate and 
by the absence of offers. 

Business in cotton on spot terms was 
quiet. The official spot quotations of 
American, Brazilian, Peruvian, and 
African were reduced 2 points, those of 
Giza 7 and Sakcllaridis 3 points, and 
other Egyptian descriptions 2 points. 
Middling American 5.20d., fully good 
fair Giza 7 8.18d., fully good fair Sakel
laridis 8.28d., fully good fair Upper and 
Zagora 6.39d., fully good fair Ashmouni 
6.59d., and superfine C. P. Oomra 4.15d. 

American futures opened at 2 to 3 
points decline, but gradually improved 4 
points from the lowest for the January 
position. Lower sterling exchange 
encouraged some local short covering 
and some trade calling found a market 
poorly suppl!ed with contracts. A 
recovery was also seen in distant 
positions, Bombay buying being partly 
responsible. The close was steady, 1 
point advance to 1 point decline. 

American and other growths futures 
closed neglected, 1 point advance to 1 
point decline 

Liverpool Cotton Association Cable~:ram 
In Tallarls (dollars) per cantar c• 99.0Slb. 

Fullr Good Fair Sak•llarldl! 
*l'rev. ~----To-day----~ 
Close Open'ng llll(h. J,ow,' *Close 

.January ......... 14'18 ... - ... 14'13 ... 14' 11 ... 14'07 
:.larch ............ 14'36 ... - ... - ... • .. 14'27 
:!.hy ............... 14'44 ... - ... - ... - ... 14'41 

Full1 Good Fair Gita 7 
January ......... 14'05 ... 14'04 ... 13·97 ... 13'93 ... 13'90 
March ............. 14'13 ... 14'12 ... 14'07 ... 14'02 ... 13'99 
:Yay .... ........... 14'21 ... - ... - ... - .. . 14'07 

Full)' Good Falr Asbmouni 
December ....... n·n ... 11·08 ... 1l'C5 ... n·oo ... 11'01 
February ........ 1)·19 ... Jl·l7 ... ll'l2 ... 11'10 ... 11'09 
April .......... ... 11'25 ... ll'21 ... - ... - ... 1J'l6 

l'rid~y's receipts 6.960 bale•. Last year 7,690 
a.nd previous year 3,100 hales. 

• Average price& 

COMMODITY PRICES 
Sales of Australian wl:].eat to the . 

United Kingdom and India, sterling 
depreciation, and week-end covering 
caused a s1!ght improvement in wheat 
futures on Saturday. Sugar was dull 
and again easier. 

Nov. 
26. 

Wheat, per lOOlb. : 
Liverpool futures 4'6t 
Sugar, per cwt.: 
Cuban c.i.f. . . . . 5 'Si 

Nov. 
25. 

4'6i 

5/9 

Month 
a&o. 

4'4i 

5/21 

Year 
aa:o. 

7/71 

5/10! No. 1 Giza 7 opened at 5 points decline, 
closing quiet, 5 points decline. 

No. 2 Giza 7 opened at 5 to 6 
decline, closing steady, 6 to 4 
decline. 

Points Copper, per ton: 
Standard cash.. • 45/113 46/1113 37/17/6 

points 

Egyptian futures, Upper, opened at 4 
to 5 points decline, closing steady, 3 to 
5 points decline. 

East Indian futures closed inactive at 
unchanged rates. 

FUTURES QUOTATION!! 
AmerJean, based on universal standards, 

mlddlln~ (ID IJ.e~~~~::r lb.l 
basl.s 

November .... . 
Opening High. Low. 

Deceml.!er ..... 4'84 ... 4·85 4'84 
January ........ 4'84-85 ... 4·88 4'84 
February .... .. 
Moreh ........... 4'86 4'88 4'86 
Avrn ........... . 
May ......... .,,.. 4'R3 

~~rv~·:.:·.::::·:.::·. 4'79-80 ·::. 4·sz 4'79 

4'84 4'83 

August.. ..... .. 
Sepl•mber ... . 
Oetober. .... ... . 4 · 6.~ 4'67 4'65 
November ... . 
DecemtJer ... .. 
Janno.ry........ 4'63 
March ......... .. 

4'68 4'68 

May ........ .. 
July ........... .. 
October ...... .. 

Clo•e 
4"87 
4'87 
4·RR 
4'88 
4·88 
4"86 
4'85 
4"83 
4'82 
4'77 
4'72 
4'67 
4"67 
4'69 
4"70 
472 
4'74 
4 75 
4'75 

Prrv. 
rtay 
4'86 
4'86 
4'87 
4'87 
4'88 
4'87 
4'86 
4'84 
4'82 
4'77 
4'72 
4'68 
4'68 
4'70 
4'71 
4'73 
4"75 
4'76 
4'76 

Business before 12 O; December 4.84* 5*; January 
4.85 4* 5 6 7 8; March 4.86 7• 8; May 4.83 4•; 
July 4.79 80 2*; October 4.6!o 6 7; January 4.68*. 

Value 11 30: November 4.8S. 
American and oth,.r growths, grades 

Jnl versa) •tandards 
Close 

Nov .. Dec........... 4·77 
Jan .• Feh........... 4'78 
Mar .• A.pril......... 4"76 
May •• June.......... 4"73 
Jnly.Aug........... 4'67 
:>ept •. Oct........... 4'57 

lligb. Low. 

Value 11 30: November-December 4.75. 
All grades neglected 

based on 

Prev. day 
4"76 
4'77 
4'77 
4'74 
4'67 
4'58 

No. 1 Giza 7, grown in Egypt and Sakellarldis 
grown Jn Egypt: also Sakellarldis or similar varieties 
erown In Sudan. ba.,ls F.G.F. Glu ·'I 

November ........ . 
Decenltlcr ........ . 
January ........... . 
Ji'Aha·unry ••••••••••• 
).la.tnb .: ••••••..•.••. 
April ................ , 
May ................ .. 
June ................. , 

Clo!'e High. r .. ow. 
7'57 
7'74 
7'74 
7"63 
7•rJ.S 
7'64 
7•64 
7'64 

7'76 

Prev. flay 
7'62 
7"79 
7'79 
7'73 
7"73 
7'69 
7'69 
7'69 

Business before 12 0: January 7.74 6*. 
Value 11 30: November 7.58. 
No, I! Glza 7, grown ln Egypt, and Sakellarldls 

grown tn Egypt; also Sakellaridis or simUar varieties 
arown tn .Sudan, basl.s F.G.F. Gt..4'i 7 

()lose lllgh. Low. l'rev. chy 
January............ 7•81 , 7'83 7'81 7'87 
Fehruary .......... 7'84 7"89 
March ............. 7'84 7'85 7'84 7"89 
ApriL................ 2,:8833 7·83 7"82 77:8888 1\lay ................. . 
June................. 7"82 7'86 
,July.................. 7·82 7'83 7'83 7"86 
August ......... ,... 7·82 7'86 
Septomber......... 7'82 7'86 
October............. 7'60 7'64 
:lloYemuer......... 7·60 7'64 

Buslness before 12 0: January 7.81 2 1* 2• 3 1* ; 
March 7.84 5•; May 7.82 3•; July 7.83*. 

Upp•r descriptions o! cotton ~r~ •' In !!:gyp,, basl.s 
fully good fair Upper (In ·-ence .er lb.) 

Clo•c Hi~b . Low. l'rev.•lay 
November......... 6·26 6'27 6'27 6'29 
Dccemtoer ......... 6'28 6'32 
January ..... """' 6'28 6'29 6'23 6'32 

te,o:c'l:'~:~::::::::::: g:~g 6'30 6"29 n4 
April................. 6'31 6'36 
May.................. 6'31 6'35 
June ................ 6"33 ~·37 

Tin, per ton : 
Standard 

cash ....... . 216 0/0 212/17/6 183/0/0 
Cotton, per lb. : 
American Mid .. 5.20d. 5.22d. 5.22d. 4.64d. 
Wool, per lb. : 
64's warp tops. . 26!d. 26!d. 26!d. 28d. 
Rubber, per lb.: 
Smoked sheet spot 8d. 

*Closed. 
8~d. 

GRAIN MARKETS 
MANCHESTER, SATURDAY. 

WHEAT.-The tone ot the n,o~rket was steady _on 
overnight trades in Austrahan cargoes. In c.1.f. 
parcels quot$t1ons were about 112d. per qu~rter dearer 
for Manitoba, and about unchanged tor win~er, 
Paeiflc, Australian, and Rtver Plate. than ttJ.OSe rull_ng 
yesterday. No. 1 Northern Manitoba December ShiP
ment 28s., No. 2 27s. ll2d., No. 3 2:5s. 9d., No. 4 
23s. 6d.; No. l Vancouver November 25s. 712d., 
No. 2 24s. 412d., No. 3 23s. 7lzd.; No. 1 Canada 
Western Garnet Vancouver November 22s. 712d .• No. 2 
21s. 712d., No. 3 21s. 112d.; Rosa!e 631zlb. January
February 22s. 6d.; Austral!an (West) atioat 235. 9d., 
south afloat 22s, 9d., all ports January-February 
23s. 9d., South January in bags 24s.; No. 2 yellow 
hard winter end Decemt::er 20s. 712d.; Rumanian encl 
December 16s. to 17s. 3d. per quarter. 

FEEDING STUFFS steady. No. 2 yellow American 
ex elevator Ss. 7d. to 5s. T12d. per 100lb.; yellow 
River Plate 5s. 8d. to 5s 81zd. per lOOlb. 

LIVERPOOL, SATURDAY. 
WHEAT.--<J.l.f. pa.rcels In quiet demand, with 

Canadian unchanged. Northern Manitoba. {Atlantic) 
sellers December No l 27s. 101zd., No. 2 27s., No. 3 
25s. 7l2d., No. 4 23~. 412d,; Vancouver Rllers 
December No. 1 2Ss, !Jd., No. 2 24s. 6d., No. 3 
23s. 1012d., No. 4 20s 71zd.; Canada. Western 
Garnet Vancouver sellers November No. 1 23s., No. 2 
21s. 9d., No. 3 2ls. 412d.; soft white Pac1tlc Quoted 
December 2ls.; Dan"Qbian sellers January-February 
17s.; Rosafe 631zlb. sellers Jo.nuary 22s. 6d.; 
Barusso January 23.s. 3d.; Australian cargoes about. 
3d. dearer. with sellers afloat Western 23s. 9d, per 
quarter. Spot wheats quiet, unchanged. 

GRADED WHEAT FUTURES opened unebanged to 
l4d. per cental higher, and further improved, 1n
fiuenced by the sale overnight of two Australian 
cargoes to the United Kingdom and one to India, 
depreclatton ot sterling, and week-end. covering. ThP 
close. however. was quiet, at l2d. up to unchanged. 
Sales 50 loads. 

llustness done l,revions 
Opening ---A---. Closing Closing 
values Highest Lowest values valnea 

December. - ... 4 634 4ili12 ... 4/634 ... 41614 
March(old) 4/614 ... 4/65s 4f614 ... 4161z ... 4/614 
March(new) ... - ... 4/314 ... 4/314 
J\by (old).. 4i634 ... 4/71a 4/634 ... 4/7 ... 4/612 
May (new) 4/334 ... 4f4la 41334 ... 4/354 ... 4/35a 

MAIZE.-c.t.f. narcels in moderate demand. about 
unchanged. River Plate sellers a,tloat 24s. 6d. to 
24s. 3d., November and December 24s.; No. 2 yellow 
American sellers atloat 24s. 3d. per quarter. A 
parcel o! River Plate was sold just sailing at 235. 9d . 
Spot maize quiet. at l2d. per cental dea.rer. 

BARLEY quiet, unchanged. Russian sellers shipped 
18s. per quarter. 

FLOUR qu~et and unchanged. 
QUOTATIONS 

s. d. s. d. s. rt. "· d . 
Wheat (per 100lb.) Ord. Bran.... 6 3 6 6 

Engl'b (new) 5 0 5 3 Droad.Dran.. 7 9 8 0 
No.1 N.Man. BarleJ (per 400lb.) 

itob& (Atl) 6 0 No.3C&nWcs19 9 -
Do. Nu. 2.. 5 10 N o.3U .S,Fed 19 6 

No. 3Can.W't )!ussian ...... 20 0 
Am.Dur'm 4 10 Maize (per lOOlb.) 

Australian .. 5 1 5 2~ R, P. Yeiiow 
Hussian ....... 4 f>~ 4 6 (new\........ 5 6~ 

gao~iN~\rcf; 4 8 NFia~A\~?~;~ 
ll'd Winter 4 10 No. 2 Yeiiow 

No. 3 CanaolR American . 6 5; 
W'Ht G'net Beans (per cwt.) 

QuLEANS, NOVEMBER 26. 
nd very steady at 1 point 
t nilts decline. 

July ................ 6'33 6'37 
Au!(u•t............. 6'33 6'37 
September........ B'23 6"37 
Octo~er ........... 6'24 6'28 
N ovembcr.. ...... 6'12 6'16 

t;Fiour (per 280lb.) )laclagascar. 23 6 
*J'atcnts ex~ H~tngoon h.p 8 0 

mill .......... 22 0 23 0 l'Jnglish ..... .. 
•straightrun P••• (per 320lb.) 

ex. mill. .... 20 0 21 0 Jap. Green ... 21 6 
*ll'k's exm'l. 19 0 20 0 Dutch M 'fat, 22 0 
*Australian, 21 0 21 6 Dutch Blue .. 18 0 

.1di;pot was unchanged at 

jUOTAT!ONS 
s.r..,r. 

J.ange ot Calls 

L.)!, 
7'50 
7'50 ~~~~:::;~T!}~ 

(y--... -Jlrcv. day-
' g 8'79 ..... .... 8'80 ... H'79 

~'t" s·56 ......... 8'55 ... 8·ss 
JI d:r 8"36 .. ,...... 8'36 8'36 

""~4 ......... 8•]6 ... 78:8]52 
·~"" t:> ......... 7'82 .•. 

~~~;:~~'r:~~t:~;~~:~~:::: n~ 
\ (..................... 8'31 

<f>~;\\"''" ,.................. 8'll 
~\ -po ...... ~ ................. 7'77 

,e:~ ·~..,~~''ROM AMERICAN 
11\\ ;ales) 

':'me day----.. 
~ !t 

•j)o\''< 'eck 1937-8 1936-7 
• ( 14 34 48 

l7 
17 

17 

14 
14 

]4 

1 1 
3-'i 49 
34 48 

I 1 
35 49 

2,399 2.310 4,417 4.008 
226 202 49(• 448 

... ti25 2,1il2 4,907 4,4f>5 

Business before 12 0: November 6.27*; January 
6.28 9* 8 9 8•; March 6.29 30 29. 

Value 11 30: November 6.26. 
F.ast lodian, basts Liverpool slando.rd superhne 

Central Provinces Oomra cotton (in pence per lb.) 
Close High, Low. l'rov, day 
3"88 ...... 3;88 
3"88 ...... 3"88 

r\ovember ........ . 
DecemiJer ........ , 
January ..... ,, •... 3•88 ...... 3'88 

Value 11 30: November 3.86. 
All grades ncglccteC1 

• Denotes transactions of the minimum quanttty 
allowed--viz., 48.000lb. American, 48,000lb. American 
~~'!,rlgtro'h's. g;~~t~~.o~6igoo~~st ~;;Jj.~ and othei 

SPOT QUOTAl'IONS 
USIVERSAL STANDARDS 

American G.O. S.G.O. L.M. t;.L.M, Mid 
American" Fair 3·65 ... 4'00 ... 4'45 ... 4'95 ... 5"20 

Staple.' i.e. 120 of! 85 of! 40 off 10 on 36 on 
S.M. 0.1-i S.G.M. 

American" Far (>"35 ...... 5'55 6'90 
Staple,·· i.e. 50 on 70 on 1C5 on 
American and other crowths, grades ba.'ied on 

universal standards; low middling (of not less 
than lath Staple), middling o! not l•ss than ~ 5·16th 
Staple. L.M. Mid . 

*Man'lla pts 24 0 2/l 0 Oats (per 320lb.) 
*}'rencb ....... 19 0 20 0 English cwt. 

Wbeatfe<d (per cwt. I (new) 5 10& 6 3 
(lnc:udlng sac~) No,1Can Feed 

Ilest Weat'gs 7 1! 7 70 No.3CanWest 
Ord. Weat'gs 6 0 6 6 (At!) ......... 

• Plus QUOta. 
IMPORTS C'F GRAIN (In cwts.) 

Wheat 111slze Flour PeRS Beans 
Yesterday. 66,392 42,914 500 360 
This week 325.426 145,997 6,439 841 500 
This year 18,892,640 13,036,049 624.119 218,063 57,959 
lAst year 17,392,798 14,454,8001,003,097 ~5.171 53,248 

CARLISLE, Saturday.-Broken wellher has 
hampered threshing, and supplies of oats were only 
moderate. Trade was again quiet at 5s. 3d. to 
5s. 6d. per cwt .• according to quality and condition. 

ARGENTINE GRAIN OPTIONS 
BUENOS AYRES. November 26.-Wbeat steady, 1 

point up to unchanged; maize .steady, unchanged to 2 
points down; o11ts steady; linseed steady, February 1 
point lower. American............. 4'47 5'35 

Ar!.{entinl\ ............ --To-rlay--... --Prev. day--., 
Br"'ilian 5·15 11 a.m. 1130 a.m. 4 p.m. 5 p.m. 

B~aJlll~·~·.......... M.F, Fair. G.F. Good. Wheat ... Dec..... 6~i~l ~~~7" ~~llj CJ·JGo 
l'ernam, M•celo &:<·. 3'9bn ... 4'60 ... 5'15 ... Do. ... l'eb,... 7'00 7'00 7·00 7·00 
Parabyua, l!io, &c. 3'90n ... 4'60 ... 5'15 ... Maizo ... Dec..... 6'34 6'33 6'36 6'3-' 
~:.~,.p~ ~~~·.:::::::::::::: ~:~ ::: ~:~ ::: ~:~gn ::: 5.60 Do. .. .• Tan..... 6'46 6'44 6"50 6 46 

llo. ... J<'eh..... 6"59 6'59 6 65 6'59 
Ta~~:·,~~~n ... 4~66n ~~~;, 05~~~- ~~- ~:~5 f.¥5';; Oats ... Nov..... 5'25 ... 5·25 ... 5·?.5 5·25 Linseed ... Dec ..... 13'70 ... 13'67 ... 13"67 .. . 4 

2 
7 

12 4 5 Gt~.fYtP~~~-~... Fur G .F. F.G.F Good. Fine. Ex.Flne. Do, ... Peb ..... 13'60 ... 13'~ ... 13"57 .. . 13'56 
30 7"73n 8'18 9·08 Nom. ROSARIO, November 26.-Wheat steady, S points 

rAm(';r, 
6 
4 

19 
7 

12 

4 

Sakellarl<lis.. 7'45n 8'28 9'82n Nom. Nom. down to unchanged; maize steady, unchanged to 3 
36 UpperDescr s ~:~~~ ~:~~ ~-~~ f~ 6·90n ~om points lower; linseed steady at 6 points loss. 

S ~~~~~~;~;;·i·:::. 5'9911 6'49n 6"59 7:14n ng~ ~~:::: 11.~-:;-;;~l~a~-;;,, ~~~~V,~R~.~ 
"' 2 

V , , ,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,, 
other Am er. 

30 E(U~:.~;ii.~an ~W~ ~d50~l. ?ood. 6~jg·· WhMt ... Dec ..... f7J1 ~~~;· ... ~-;~ 0d·7~e 

\~;~·.-::.·:::::·:: 21: 1~~ 749 4: 
;\ .............. 853 827 1,425 1,085 

.~>.-~~·A:;;;~·;: r~~ m i~~ ~~i 
~\,............. 1.546 1.473 2,462 2,310 

:;>>~ NEW YORK. N0vemb.r 26. 
cotton-gmwin£ areas sh,te that pick
mplcted. The •• Financia: Chronicle '' 

lowing weekly cotton stati.stics:
antatlon receipts amount to 95,000 
4.000 bales last week, and 203.000 
The quantity ot cotton now on shtp-
1~ cleared, amounts to 89.000 bale•. 
'-·:>ales last year. or the current 
• hales are for Great Britain, 4,000 
' '9,000 bales for France. 49,000 

the Conli!1ent, and 6,000 bales 

makes the quantity of cotton 
1 as follows:-

Th1s yPar 
Bale• 

2,450,('()0 
275.COO 

1,?67,000 
1,572,000 

*6.467,000 

218,000 

484.000 

La~t~fe~ar 
4,fl97,(1(1() 

3ti8,GOO 
1,990,000 
u;8o,ooo 
8,92z,ow 

349,000 

553,000 
..:f'f>~s Sonthern mHl takings 
197.000 hale• la•t vear 

'ON FUTURES 

dation Cablegram 

iAY. l'ovember 26. 
cts 

7841'/.) 

--l'rev. clay--... 
l2 30 p.m. 8 50 p.m. 
·en:al 

123 
1233~ 

'• 

148 

!BOSs 
162 

W•ol African -Nath··• eeed - Amer. Seed. Do. . .. Peb..... 6'90 6'88 ... 6"90 6"88 
L.M, S.L.M. Mid. S ,M. G.M. S.G.M. Maize ... Dec..... 6"25 6'24 ... 6'2S 6"24 
4'50 4'75 4'95 5'15 5'2-'> 5·40 Do. ... Feb..... 6·5.) ... 6'55 ... 6'60 6'58 

Easl Indian G Fair. F .G.~. Gooa. F. Gd. Linseed ... Dec ..... 13'55 ... 13'53 ... 13'55 
S.G. PunjaufAmer. ... Do. ... Fel> ..... 13'45 ... 13'39 ... 13"45 13'45 
n.G. l'unjauj.\mer. ... - ... 4'24n ::: 4'39n Prices In pesos currency per J 00 kilos, delivery 
C~tmborlio. (Fr.titaplc). ... 4'69n ... 4'84n ... 4·9911 Buenos Ayres and/ or Rosario (baStd on S p.m. 
Tinuevclly (~'. l:ltaple) 4'35n ... 4'50n ... 4·6511 ... prices) .-·Reuter's Telegram. 
Surtee (!>"air St«ple)... - ... 4'70n 
Broach (Good Staple\ - ... 4"03n 
C.P. Oomta (1 Staple) ... ... .. . 
Oomra (No. 1 Staple) .. 3'23n ... 3'33n ... 3'43n ... 3"S3n 
Jlengal (l'air Staple) .. 3'03u ... 3'13u •.. 3'23n ... 3'33 
Sind (Fair Staplej...... - ... 3'50n 

Ftne. 
S.G. runjRh,iAmPr .... 4·68 
R.G. Pnnj~h/Amer ... . 4'-'>4 

S Fine. ChOice S'Cholce. 
... 4'83 ... 4'98 
... 4'69 

Camboilia (l•'r,Staplr), 
l'iunevelly (F. Staple) ... ... .. . 
Surtee (l'alr Staple) ... 4'85n ... 5"00n . .. 5"15n .. . 
Broaeh (Goon Staple) 4'18 ... 4'33 ... 4'48 .. . 
C. P. Oomr~ (1 Staple) 4'00 ... 4'15 ... 4'30 .. . 
Oomra (Xo. 1 Staple). 3'68 ... 3'83 ... 3·98n ... 4'13n 
]1enga1 (!'air Staple) .. 3·43 ... 3"53 ... 3'63n ... 3'75n 
Sind (Fair Staple) ...... 3'70 ... 3'80 ... 3'90 ... 4'02u 

• Good Staple, S.G.F. Tinnevellv 7 ·olnt• less than 
F.O F. Tinnevelly 

INWARD MAILS 
To-day (Monday), November 28 

Australia, by s.s. Oronsay. 
Jamaica, by s.s. Camlto. 

To-morrow (Tuesday), November 29 
Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay. by .s.s . .Almanzora. 

Thursday, December 1 
Argentina, Brazil. and Uruguay, by s.s. Highland 

Patriot. 
United States, Japan, Bermuda, Bahamas. British 

Honduras, Jamaica., Mexico. and central America, 
Panama, and West Coast of South America, Lee .. 
ward and Windward Islands, by s.s. President 
Harding. 

LA'\f'\SHIRF. POTATO PRICF.S.-The Potato 
~iarketing Board, in conjunction with the Producers' 
Committees for Lancashire, announce the following 
recommended minimum prices for average samples t 

fr~~~t~~da0y~_t~rr~~~~a~n'e~~a~~~g J::!i0~~'ot;0 s6s~r;~~ 
ton; Kerr's Pinks, Majesties, and Doon Stars, 60s.; 
Red Skins, 65s.; Red !Clni•, 70s.; Gladstoneo, 75s.; 
King Edwards, 80s. 

FLEETWOOD FISH 
Saturday. 

The supply totalled 24.000 stone. Quototlons: 
Large soles ls. 4d., medium soles J s. 6l2d., slips 
1s. 712d, and tongues 1s. 312d. per pound; brill 
9,., turbot 11s., and halibut 1Ss. per stone; bream 
23s., large coaltlsh 13s. 6d., small cooltish 13s., she!! 
cod 40s., iced cod 2Ss., sprags 32s .. codling 24s., 
medium conger eel 20s., small conger eel 5s., dogfish 
12s., gurnard 16s., large haddock 36s., medium 
haddock 40:s., selected small haddock 40s., ordinary 
small haddock 42s., dead small haddock 36s., selected 
hake 130s., medium hake 134s., selected chat hake 
128s., intermediate chat hake 104s., ordinary chat 
hake 92s.. dead small hake 58s.. ling 20s., large 
megrims 80s .• medium megrim:s 58s., small megrirns 
26s., monkfish 35s., ordinary small plaice 86s., dead 
small plaice 50s., pollock 32s., roker 47s., skate 
44s., selected whiting 235 .. small whiting 22s .. small 
whitchP~'i 2Bs., h'!rring 13s .• and mackerel 15s. ~r 
10-stone box. Rockall prices: Large haddock 50s., 
ordinary small haddock 40s .. dead small haddock 33s., 
ling 18s., lare-e megrlms 58s .. medium megrlms 44s., 
small megrims 16s., roker 40s .• tusk 18s.. coalfi:sh 
13s. per 10-stone box . 

LIVERPOOL MEAT IMPORTS 
Saturday 

Five steamers landed chilled and frozen meat 
during thP past week from overseas ports. The 
vessels, with their freights. were: Duchess of York, 
from Montreal. with 246 boxes of pork and 224 
boxes of meat; Navasota. from River Plate, with 
22.41.3 sheep and lamb carcases, 63 carcases and 
2.903 packages ot pork, 5,020 bags, &c. ot meat. 
and 29,474 quarters of beef; Georgic. from New 
York, with 17S boxes ot pork; Sussex, from Australia, 
with S.316 sheep and lamb carcases, 1.040 bags of 
meat, and 792 quarters of beef; and Ruahine. from 
New Zealand. with 16.574 sheep and .Iamb carcases, 
5,837 carcases of pork, S,018 bags. &c. of meat. 
and 396 quarters of beef. The total of 44,303 sheep 
and lamb carcase•. 3 .324 boxes, &c. and S,900 
carcases of pork, 11,302 bags, &c. ot meat, and 
30,662 quarters of bee!, compared with the arrivals 
ot the preceding week. shows an increase of 161 
sheeQ and lamb carcases, 6,924 carcases and packages 
of pork, 2,971 bag., &c. ot meat, and 2,249 quarters 
of bee!. 

Do, 
Ar~entine Repub., Dollvl• 

anri F.ara~uay. 
A o;cension &:. St. lletena. 
AUISTHALIA. 

Do, 
&b~tmas, 
IJarbados. 
llermurl&. 
llRAZIL. 

hahia. 
Ceara ann Maranbam. 
Pam &IHl ~JanA.os. 
Prrnambuco. 
ltio and South Drazll. 

Do, 
Do, 

llrlli•h Guiana, 
Do. 
lJo 

Drltisb Honclufi\O. 
CANADA (Letters & P.P.) 

All parts. 
Do. 
Do. (Magazine Post). 

CANARY ISLANDS. 
All parl6, 

Uo. 

Dec. 31 3 30 
" 16tt 1 0 
II!y air three 

ttSame 
Dec. 3 u 1 0 

as 
1 15 
5 45 
1 15 

1 5 30 
3 1 0 
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-8 15 11 JO 
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1 0 
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1 15 

4 IS 

5 0 

9 IS 
11 15 

Q IS 
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10 IS 
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9 IS 
1 45 

6 15 

0 115 145 
10 1151 145 
530 545 . Ca pc Verde Islands, 

CHYLON. 
])o, 

CHILJol (North) . 

2tt 
5tt 

.. 2 
rny air 

Dec. 3 
Do. (Cent. & South). 

CHINA, (Nortb via bnez). Thursday 
Do. (••ia German Pkt.) Dec. 5*" 

four times weekly r nsame ft.S llndia 
10115145 

Same as Arge ntina 
Same as l Siam 
11 45 12 IS 12 30 P 

Do. (via Italian l'kt.) " 5•• 5 3(l 5 45 - c, 
Same as Slam I Sontb (da Suez). Thursday 

Do. (\'la GcrmRn Pkt..) Dec. 5•* 
Do. (via l~lian Pkt,) , 6•*1 

South am\ North (vta Monilay & 

11 45 12 IS I 12 JO J 
530 5451- c 

I 

COLOlf BIA. I Same as 
Siberia). [hursday•• 1 0 1 15 1 45 

Chile (North) 
~CONTINENT OP 

EUROPE. 
All parto elC, Turkey, L. Dly ex. Sat. 9 30 

& P.C.'s for l!st<>ma &I 
Fin lam\ &nd Ptd.P. for Saturday 8 IS 
Austria & Bulgaria. 

IJelgium, France, Rul. Dly ex. Sun 6 30 

9 -45 

8 30 

6 45 
garia, Greece, Italy, 
Switzerland, Turkey, 
•nd Ptil. Papers, &c., 
for Denmark, Poland, 
Germany, & U.S.S .ll. 

Austria, IlDly ex Su 
Norwo.y (ex. south). I!JMon., Tu, 

Th. &Sat. 
All parts ex. Ptd. Papers, Sat. ouly 

r-tc., for 1£urkey. 
All parts ex. Ptd. Papers, Dly ex. Sun 

etc., for Turkey. I Saturday 
GPrmsny, Ilolland and I:Dly ex Su 

U.S.S.R. 
Cook Islands. 

Do. 
Costa Rica. 
Cuba. 
CYPIWS. 

Do. 
Dommlcan Republic. 
llutch & French Gulanas, 

Do. 
DUTCH EAST INDIES. 

Do. 
Dutch West lndles 

Do. 
(Curacao). 

!Ry air 
Dec. 22t; 

3 
" 3 Tuesdft.y 

ThursdA-y 
Dec. 3 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 1 
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Nov. 30 

Dec. 1 
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10 15 
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1':z 30 
12 2ll 
I IS 

three 
-4 0 
1 0 
1 0 
b 30 

Same 
1 0 

9 30 
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Same 
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9 30 
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10 45 
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12 -4S 

I 4S 

times 
-4 15 
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b 45 
as 
1 15 

9 4S 
5 45 
as 

12 IS 

9 45 
1 15 

(a) ~AST AFl!ICA. 
Kenya and Uganda, 

Do. 
!By air f.bree times 

I!Sa.me as 
Tanganyika & Zanzibar, 

Do. 
ECUADOR. 
EGYPT. 

Do. • 

I Hy air twice 
rrsame as 
Sameas Chile 

iive times 
530 545 

10 IS 

9 15 

11 15 
11 1f 

I 20 

2 2~ 

weekly 
6 I! 
1 4~ 
1 45 

Siam 
14£ 

10 IS 

Siam 
12 30 

10 1.~ 
1 45 

weekly 
Indl• 

weekly 1 
India I 

North) 
weekly 

Egyf>~~Port Said only), 

!By air 
Dec. 2!I 

I By air five times 1weekly 
l 

El So.lvador. 
Falkle.nd Islands. 

riSame as India. 
10115 145A 
330 445 50D 

Dec. 3 

•·aroe Islands, 
Fiji Islands, 

3 
.. 6 
lEy air 

Dec. 2II 
Thnrsrtny 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 1 

930 1015 1030 'L 
three times weekly : 

Do. 
French Indo.Chinn 
Grenada .. 

4 0 4 IS t. IS D 
Same as Sia1n I 

Do. 
9 30 9 -45 10 IS 11 
530 545 h 

Guatemala, 
Hawaii. 
llayti. 
Hon~-Kong. 

Same as El So.lv ador 1 
3 10115 145Ao 
3 1 0 1 15 1 45 IA'I 

!By air twlce weekly 
Do, 
Do. (via Snez). 
Do. (via Sll.!eno), 

I!Tbursday Same as Stam 
Dec. 1 Same as India 

M. & Th.•• 1 0 1 15 1 45 
S•me as El Salv . dor Honduras (ReJluhlicl 

lCRLAND. Nov. 29 
Dec. 6 

9 30 9 45 l 0 0 Jln 
Do, 

INDIA 
Do. 

ruy air 
Ptd. P. &S. 

9 30 10 15 10 30 .LYI 
!our times weekly 

I Thursday 
;rt. lltc Feel 
'2tl. L'te l'ee 
'6d. L'te Fee 
lleg.l'. & S. 
!Wednesday 
Thur~day 

6tl. L'te he 
l 

8 0 
8 30 

10 15 
10 45 

9 0 

10 15 

8 15 
8 45 

10 30 
ll 30 

7 0 

11 0 

P. 

<al Post when ready any dny. 

t ~~:~~~ ~~:~~:~a ~:~~1:: iV~.!::"4 ig-~:in~·'g··1: 
tt Prlnt•d Papers and Samples 9 30 p.ru., 9 4S p.m , 10 J 
I Letters and postcards t;repald at the ordinary lnternatl 

delivery except ln the case o! Spain and Portugal, orQ 
Reglstered ertlcles should be posted at le 

LATE t'EE POSTING AT HEAD Ot'FICE.-Unre~istel 
up to 8 45 p.tn. to conned with mails for wbleh 8 15 p. 

I Principal 
Boxes in 

Office 8tJi~!t Ccn. Area 

li:"' 

Head I Newton 

t9 0 p.m. ~~ 
c 11 15 a. m. 12 15 p.m. 12 45 p,m. A Daily: S. 
D 8 Op.m. 8 15 p.m. 8 30 p,m . 

i l'reVIOUS dO. V. 

Portugal 
0 (Sat. on 

Italy, L& 
Turkey, 

MONDAY 
A Alierla, Morocco, Tunis, U.S.S R. (Asia). C Libya, 

eo 
TUESDi\Y 

A Algeria, Morocco, U.S.S.R. (Asia), Tunis. 
C Belgian Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, French Somau Coast, I 

Iran, Iraq, Libya, Portuguese East A!rlca. Portu~uese :ndiu 
A!rica (Provt, c.e of Anflola), Syria. 

WEIINESDAY 
A Algeria, Belgian Congo (via. France), French Equatorial I 

(exc. Pt. Gentil and ?te Notre), French Indo-China, Port 
(Province of Guine'l), U.S.S.R., (Asia), M.orocco, Senegal, : 

C Cnlna, Dutch East Indies, Dutch New Gumea, EritreP 
Somali Coast, Iran, Iraq, Italian SomalUand, Libya. Mat 

P~;~~gft~~ ~~t~?i: ~l?!rr~~ftt"an~~~1isla~13~I .• dtU~~ ·~~~~d~ 
Peru, Uruguay. 

THURSDAY 
A Algerla, Morocco. U.S S.R. (Asia). Tunis. 
C Eritrea Ethiopi~. French Equatorial Africa (District 

• Also 
Air Mail Correspondence should be posted as ror ordf 
Cuba, Domjnican Republic, Dutch Gulana., Dutch \\ 

Jamaica. Leeward hlands, Mexico, 
Air rttail Corresponde 

GENERAL 

LIVERPOOL, Saturday 
quo 

SUGAR.-cane sorts quiet and easier. Basis slor 
qualities 96 degrees polarisation November-December L 
sellers Ss. 934d. per cwt. c.i.f. United Kingdom. 47s 
Refined descriptions sleady at recent prices. Messrs F 
Tate and Lyle, Ltd., quote:-Orystals, , ones 22s.. Wes 
(Falrrle) lives 20s. 412d., twos 20s. 3d., brlght 20s., Jam 
ll2d.; 2ranulated, T.L., T.L. fine, Macfie's fairy 0 
paragon and. (Fairrie) uniform 19s. 712d .• coarse and boilt_ 
fine 20s., superhne 20s. 6d.; castor, and (Fnirrie) seed 
22s.; lcing (lcwt. bags) 23s., pulverised 20s. 6d, nake 
small cubes (Fail·rle) (lcwt. cases) 23s. 9d. ordinary crusf 
cubes (Falrrle) (1cwt. ea.es) 23s. 3d., cubes (FairrieJ deodc 
chips 21 s. 6d., (Falrrle)· nibs 23s. 9d.; yellows, quiet; 
thirds 18s. 6d., fourths 17Fo. 3d .• primrose 16s. 3d.; secona 
cubes (ex London refinery), afternoon tea 24s .• No. 1 nut st 
235. 9d .• H.T.S. 23s. 6d. per cwt. ex rtfinery. Liver- net n<
poo1, in 2cwt bags, less 112 per cent discount £16 .. 
(minimum quantity 25 bags or ,50cwt.). The San key easier; 

Sugar Company, Ltd., quote:-Standard granulated to £1 
19s. 712d .• S.S.C. granulated 19s. 712d., and extra. · ~l.J 
fine granulated 20s. per cwt. ex refinery Earlestown. posit!· 
less 112 per cent discount. shiprr 

COCOA.-West African fm• shipment steady and transt 
slightly dearer. Good fermented Accras sellers terms. 
December-February 21s. 6d. and January-March 21ss 12s. 
9d., Lagos f.a.q. sellers December-February 20s. 6d. 2s. ( 
and January-March 20s. 9d. per 50 kilos c.i.f. pctrr 
t;ontlnent Ame: 

RICE quiet. Burma twos new crop January- T 
February shipment sellers 7s. 6d. per cwt. c.i.f. tior 

RICE BRAN quiet. Rangoon for shipment to • 
November-December old crop sellers £5 10s. and stt 
February-April new crop £4 15s. per ton ex ship. 18 

SAGO FLOUR quiet. Sarawak for shipment Ss. 18: 
per cwt. c.i.f. 

PEAS.-Japanese on spot remain quiet and un- 15· 
changed at £21 1 Os. per ton ex store. Shipment 
parcels steady; afloat £17 15s., October-November 
£16 7s. 6d., November-December and December
January £16 Ss. per ton c.l.f. 

BEANS quietly steady. Rangoon white hand-picked 
on spot quoted £8 10s. to £8 15s. per ton ex store. 
For shipment November-December quoted £6 17s. 6d. 
per ton c.Lf. 

COTTONSEED MEAL steady. Local made 49 per 
cent £8 and 42 per cent £7 10s. per ton ex store. 

CANARYSEED quiet and unchanged. 
COTTONSEED quiet. Brazll!an for shipment value 

£5 per ton ex ship. 
LINSEED quiet. River Plate December shipment 

quoted £ 11 per ton ex ship. 
OILCAKES steady, but demand rather quiet. prices 

unchanged. For shipment, linseed River Plate (round) 
January-February £9 12a. 6d., American November
December £8 Ss., and Bombay expeller November
December £8 Ss. Cottonseed, Egyptian undecortlcated 
November-December £4 13s. 9d. Groundnut, 
Rangoon 50 per cent Novembl!r-March £6 lOs. per 
ton. all c.i.L terms 

HIDES.-There has been a weaker tendency 1n the 
market, with sales of Argentine Frigorlflco first heavy 
o.t from $76 to ~77 (5 1 5-16d. to 6<!.) and rejects 
at $68 (5 5-16d.). Nothing has been reported in 
light ox or Montevideos. but extremes have realised 
$82 (6lsd.). In Saladeros the Liebig Company ba·•e 
sold on spot In Antwerp about 10.000 Paraguay hides 
out ot about 16,SOO olfered, and though heavy ox 
were rather neglected only a few hundred of these 
were sold at 6I2d.; quite good prices were paid for 
other weights, 23/24 kllos realising 61ad., 2112 kilos 
S 7-l6d., and 17/ 18 kilos 4 11-16d. Cows fetched 
4 3-16d. to Sl4d., according to weight. The Bovril 
Company have cleared the balance of their medium ox 
ot the old season at Sl4d .• Antwerp basis for firsts, rnd 
434d. tor rejects. Dry River Plates are lower, 
B.A. Amerlcanos ~uotable at 6d., Ancbos Slad., 
Chubuts 6I2d. Nothing further ha.c; b•:?en reported in 
Cuyabanos. which are nominally about Sl4d. to-day. 
Brazils are tending a. little easier, dry Cearas being 
olfered at 81ad. and brined Natals at 6l4d. Austra
lians are also sl~htly weaker at about 55sd. for dry
salted Queensland meats and 63sd. tor New South 
Wales. Little has been done In Africans. Nlgerlans 
are nommally without change, but Capes are a little 
lower. Addis Abbebas are quoted at 5lad. The 
American market ts rather nominal for steers. Cows 
are quoted a httle lower. 

DRYSALTERIES, &c.-Sulphate o! ammonia nnd 
nitrate of soda. steady at the official quotations. 

LOCUST BEANS fully steady. Cyprus kibbled on 
spot quoted £6 12s. 6d. per ton in bags ex store; 
for shipment quoted £6 2s. 6d. per ton in bags c.i.f. 
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• THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1938 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
1R THE GOVERNl\lENT AND THE REFUGEES THE DEATH PENAL 
lf the Need for Financial Assistance Is It a Deterrent? To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian impossible for them to tackle To the Editor of the Mancheste1' Guard 

Sir,-Excellent as were, in some adequately the task of dealing in the Sir,-It is a curious thing Wl 

respects, the statements by the Prime course of the next two or three years those who consider the death penal 

M 
with the huge problem of maintain- a deterrent to murder that the mor 

inister and the Home Secretary in ing and training tens of thousands of examples of its failure they encoqnte1 
e~;c on the House of Commons on Monday, youn~ refu~ees and settling 600,000 the more necessary to them does it!. 
ted by November 21, regarding the intended people in other countries. On the retention seem. The implication 
corre- provision of facilities for the emigra- assumption that not le~s than £5~Q- behind Mr. Radford's question in the 
them tion of the persecuted Germ a moderate amoun~-w1ll be requ1red House of Commons to the Home 

. an to settle pae famllY, the total sum Secretary and Mr. Lloyd, reported by 
refugees, th~re was one glarmg might- welVrun into £70,000,000 or you on Friday, presumably is that had To-

.1.t one 
1. He 
; being 
~wand 
)n will 

omissi~n. Ne1ther Mr. Chamberlain ~.QOO;OOt). there been no death penalty in force To.. 

!lor. S~r Samuel Hoare gave any ring the past twenty years we should in the last few days have 
md1cat10n that the Governm ave had two outstanding experiences not two foul murders but many 

Fn 
earl 

would_ be p~epared to provide ny of settlement of refugees on a laJ:-~t:,,.I,!V! Such a fear is completely 
financ~a~ assistance for maintaining scale. One was the settlement without foundation. Can Mr. Radford 
or trammg the young persons under the Greeks from Asia Minor after name any country in which abolition 

idated. 17 ye~rs of age who might be brought defeat of the Greek Army in 1922. of the death penalty has been fol
lforked to this country or for settling adults The second has been the settlement lowed by an increase in homicide? 

The overseas. 
of some 280 000 Jews in Palestine since Anyone who expects in England a 

Wl 

Sho 

•. The . There are, admittedly, two outstand- 1920. Fo~ settling over 1,000,000 different experience from that 

sistently mg aspects of the refugee problem. refugees from Asia Minor and Con- universally found elsewhere is, pos

wer that The first is to afford immediate stantinople from 1923 to 1931 the sibly unconsciously, arguing that the 

I. The facilities for as many as possible of League of Nations raised loans fear of death is more likely to be 

'l~ to the involuntary refugees to be amounting to £13,000,000. The Greek operative with Englishmen than with 

.ebdt!fttly; b~ht away from Germany, and Government gave the land free- of Argentinians, Belgians, Bra'dJians, 

o.d place. particularly to provide for the cost, and, in addition, the Commission Danes •. Dutchmen, Finns, Norwegians, 

friendly, accommodation, maintenance and was able to utilise 65.000 houses Peruv1ans, Portuguese, Rumanians, 

lown to training of the young people s~ as to formerly occupied by Turks who an~ S~edes. Will anyone seriously 

JlarometA' 
[Th'.l n 

metr. 
bar} 
ot JD< 

DTY bnlb9&. 
Drybnlb9p,i Who fit them for ultimate settlement. were repatriated by the Turkish mamtam so fantastic a proposition? 
Humidity (per. 

7ic tour The second is to make provision for Government. In the case of Palestine -Yours, &c., G. A. SUTHERLAND. 
sion of families and adults for permanent no less than £90.000,000 has been Dalton Hall, Manchester, 

Ral~iall (In m1 
Sunshine (bcnr 

n deny settlement overseas. In his broadcast invested for Jewish developments November 26. 
;'le, the to America on Tuesday Lord since 1923. 

THE 
[24 ho 

ed that Winterton said that since 1933 I~ the course of a week or so the 
·d, t~at 150,000 people had left Germany and Ev1an . Inter-Goyernmenta.l Refugee 
tothm;~ tha~ the number remaining to Com~1ttee, wh1ch compnses rep:e
~land s em1grate was certainly not less than sent~tlves from 32 Governments, m
,hough 600.000. 

cludm.g that of the United States, will 

NATIONAL PARK 
Views in Lake District 

Blackpool ••••••••.•. To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian Southport ......... . 

panish The refugee problem has now m':et m London u~der the chairman' that, become so pressing and gigantic that shlp of Lord Wmterton. May I 
Rhyl ................. . 
Colwyn .Bay ....... . 

a few the only way of dealing with it sugg~st t.h~t both Parl!ament and 
may adequately is for the countries who pubhc opmiOn should brmg pressure 

Sir,-Recent correspondence in the press on the subject of a national park for the Lake District was discussed at the annual meeting of the Lake District Safeguarding Society held at Ambleside on November 11. The matter is of particular interest to this society, which is composed of those who live in the district, either as tenants or owners. No formal resolution was passed, but the Executive Committee was asked to send you a letter embodying as far as possible the views expressed at the meeting. 

Llandudno •••••••••• Aberystwyth •.•• _ .• 
I! fracombe .......... .. 
Bncle ................... .. 

heatre comprise the Evian Inter-Govern- to bear u~o~ .ou~ o~n Government to IIarrogaro .............. . 
llkley ................... .. 

mental Committee for Refugees not tal_ce the l~ltlahve m proposing that only to collaborate in affording this committeE; formulat_e a scheme facilities and machinery for the 0!1 h a propo~twnal bas1s whereby training and settlement but also to ~lt del financial grants or a. guaranprovide at least some of the initial the 0 jn may be m~de ava1lable to finance by way. of grants or guaran- . e lo untary agencies n?w searchteed loans. Some of the voluntary mg or ~ permanent solution of this 

Cheltenham ••••••••••. 
.Bath ..................... . London (Kew) ......... . Scarborougb ........... . 

~~nr.:::::::::::::::::: East.1JOume ............. ~ Brighton ................. 4 Worthing ................ 4· Ventnor ................. 3·. 
relief organisations for refugees s¥!~~i~s~~~~fu~~~;~ ~~~ble& of the Telgnmouth............ -· Jersey .................... 1'7 

have been at work for the past five · Bs, c., l"enzance ................. -
yeaz:s, and they are now hard put House of Commons EN Rn.EY. to 1t to keep going. It is quite November 24. ' A COUl\ 

CUM! 
Men learned in DEALING \VITH REFUGEE CASES 

It was felt that misapprehension arises from the rather unfortunate name by which the project has become known. One member told of a party of hikers who had invaded his grounds. When gently informed that they were on private property they retorted : " Ah, but you just wait till we've got our national park here ! " The word " park" conjures up ideas and suggests rights and privileges for the public which certainly are not advocated by the most ardent supporters of the proposal. It is difficult to find the right title, but national reserve might be better than national park. 
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Complaint of British Official Delays 
To the Editor ot the Manchester Guardian 

Sir,-Thc Prime Minister and members of the British Government have expressed in the House of Commons and elsewhere sympathy with the Jews in Germany in their tragic plight and have pr~fessed some desire to help refugees. W1ll they first of all look into the CQnduct of the Home and Foreign Offices 

think that people of sensibility in England can look forward as he suggests to a happy Christmas whilst such monstrous wrongs are being perpetrated ? I do not give names, but can vouch for the facts. I ask you also not to publish my O\Vn name and address for obvious reasons.-Yours, It is not proposed that "freedom of access " should to any 
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lll>tCTIPO to an -"'"Of>U.i>Uill!<I.U Manchester, a young who is an Austrian Jew. At the time of the German invasion of Austria h~ was living in Vienna, the city of his birth. He has never engaged in political activity, but he was arrested as a Jew and thrown into a concentration camp. Later he was released, but told that he must leave Austria by the end of August. He fled to Yugo-slavia, where he at first foun~ refuge. Then the police of YugoSlavia began to make systematic searches for Jews who had no visas This young man had had to leav~ Austria without the possibility of obtaining a visa. He therefore became a homeless fugitive and is now living in hiding- anywhere he can escape the Yugo-8Iav police, for if he is found he will be sent back to Austria. If he returns to Austria he will be shot for disobeying the order to leave the count::y. ~tragic dilemma for a young man, mtelltgent and accomplished who would be an asset to any nation ! ' 

November 24. 

To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian Sir,-A Viennese refugee has stayed with me for some weeks. He was a~itted to this country in September s1mply on the strength of a note on his passport by the English Consulate to the effect that he was ultimately bound for Australia. His wife and child were left behind in Vienna. On his wife applying for a v1sa at the Consulate it was learned : 
1. That the booking of a passage to Australia was not sufficient. 2. That an invitation to stay with me (which I had posted to her) was not sufficient. 
3. That any such invitation must go through the Home Office here, supported by guarantees for the future and by bank references. 4. Tha~ if she wishes to take a situation here (which naturally she does, as soon as she can obtain one), a permit based on an invitation would make difficulties in the way of a permit to employ her. 
It appears that since September decisions have been taken by the Government intended to put every possible obstacle in the way of Austrian refugees. One of your correspondents speaks of the difficulty of finding out the G~JVernment's policy from the Prime Minister's speeches. Perhaps we may find it out from their actions.- Yours, &c., J. J. TODD. 

be as private as they are Where there. are sporting which unlimited access would damage they would be protected, so that the stranger might be able to distinguish between land with sporting values and land where no damage could be done. It would seem only reasonable that some measure of compensation should follow legislation granting freedom of access where this does not already exist. If this could take the form of remission of death dutieg or taxation, as has been suggested, it would greatly help towards the continuity of the present tenure of the land and would act as a buttress against the breaking up of estates and their transfer to the speculative purchaser, which is one of the worst dangers that face "preservation" to-day. 

TO-DAY'S ARRAJ 
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_He has s~en the British Consul, who wlll help h1m if he can get permission to land in England. Meantime his sister in England has not spared any effort. As long ago as last May her husband applied for permission for this young man to come to England for twelve months so that he could be trained to take up life in some part of the Empire. He has complied with all the requirements of the Home and Foreign Offices (under the guidance of the Manchester Council for German Jewry), has guaranteed him a home that he may not become a charge upon the State, has found an employer who will train him free for a year without displacing a British workman, but no permit has been forthcoming. It has not been refused- it is still "under consideration," though months have elapsed since the formalities were completed. Recently, on hearing that her brother had been in hiding in the forests f!?r four days until succoured by some 

Poynton, Sondes Place Drive, Dorking, Surrey, November 25. 

But the real need is for the proper guidance and control of such development as must occur. Local authorities are doing their best with such powers as have been granted to them under the Town and Country Planning Act. But they are limited in their efforts by their very inadequate financial resources, local rates being quit~ unable to face the burden of any serious claim for compensation. And the planning authorities are con~ stantly finding themselves opposed by the powerful statutory undertakings over whose devastating activities they have no control whatever. What IS necessary for all districts which the nation deliberately intends to preserve in an unspoilt condition is a careful and intensified planning system under a central authority backed up by the financial resources 

House of Commons: Expiring i Committee and Remainin· Mr. Herbert Morrison opens u Air.'' Charine Cross London, 12. re-
1n. 
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More Examples 
To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian . Sir,- I can from personal knowledge g1ve more poignant instances of the suffering infliCted upon German and {1-ustrian would-be emigrants by delays m Government departments here. 

kmdly peasants, my Jewish friend wrote a moving letter to the Foreign Office telling of his plight and pleading for early consideration. She gave a ·cover address in Yugo-Slavia where the permit could be sent. The reply from the Foreign Office was to ask for the young man's " permanent address." The irony of it! 
The sad story does not end here. This young Jew has a wife-a g1rl of 19 who wants to leave Vienna also for England because Vienna has become a Jiving death for Jews. They dare not go out of. doors even. In order to help, my w1fe agreed to take this girl as a domestic helper. In this case the permit actually came through and was sent to her two months ago. And now she cannot get a visa from the British Cons\11 in Vienna ! One morning she heard that visas were being granted and got up at 4 a.m. to wait five hours --only to be told that no visas were being given. And she actually holds a permit to land in England ! The latest news we hear from her is that the Nazis have turned her and her parents out of their home, broken or looted all their furniture, and beaten her so that she now lies in bed ill at a relative's home. This is the story of a young and talented couple who should now be beginning to make their way in the world and look forward to a happy and useful life. Does Mr. Chamberlain 

AWARD FOR RESCUE FROM 
BURNING AEROPLANE 

One case was that of a Catholic adherent of Schuschnigg's who had already been beaten by tl}e Gestapo and threatened with direr penalties. This man has friends over })ere willing t<? pay ~is fa~e to England and support h1m wh1le he IS here. They have written repeatedly to this effect to the Home Office since September and have received no reply to any of their letters. ~n the meantime their protege continues m the greatest danger. The second case is that of a student who has the promise of a United States visa and whose friends here at length secured the promise of a British tra~nsit v~sa. The Home Office, through the Foretgn Office, wired instructions to the appropriate consulate. But a fortni.ght elapsed after the receipt ot the w1re by the consulate before the applicant was even directed to report there. Then, for some reason, the visa was not granted. In the meantime the young man .b.as been put in a concentration camp. 
N<;> one doubts that the harassed offipals o~ understaffed departments are domg the1r best to deal with the deluge of applications. Nor does anyone expect the Government to allow an influx of refugees without consideration and investigation. But surely a plain" Yes'' or" No" could be given to some ef these unfortunates without keeping them and their relatives in all the agony of uncertainty and suspense month after month.- Yours, &c., R. C. S. London, November 25. 

SERGEANT KILLED IN R.A.F. 
'PLANE CRASH 

Sergeant Edward Watkin-Thomas was killed yesterday when an R.A.F. 'plane from No. 27 Elementary and Reserve Flying Training School, Nottingham, crashed at Holme Pierrepont, near Nottingham. He was the sole occupant. 

In recognition of his courage al)d prompt action in rescuing two otficert: from a blazing aeroplane, Aircraftman Guest, of the R.A.F.. Finningley, near Doncaster, will be presented to-day with the M.B.E. by Air Commodore Blount at the annual inspection. On one night in March the aeroplane was about to descend when it caught a belt of trees at the edge of the Finningley Aerodrome and crashing broke into flames. Guest dragged Squadron Leader Jacques and another officer clear of the blazing wreckage. 

S. Smith. who received thirty points in each of seventy-one frames, defeated J. Davis 42-2!! in their " Daily Mail " Gold Cup snooker match which ended at Thurston's, London on Saturday. 

of the nation. 
The final control would clearly be in the hands of some body appointed by and responsible to the national executive. But such a body must include representatives with local knowledge and experience, in which case there would not appear to be good ground for the fear that local opinion would be overruled. The same principle would apply to any part of the country where a national reserve is decided upon. We in the Lake District would not agree to national funds being used in Snowdoni<l or the Trossachs under entirely local control. 
It is regrettable that there should be . an impression that those who advocate a nati{)nal reserve have a quarrel with or a grudge against the landlord and tenant of to-day. On the contrary, everyone realises fully the deep debt of gratitude that is owed them for all they have done for our countryside. Preservation implies keeping the Lake District mainly as we now know it without any interfer~ ence with the present system of land tenure and cultivation. But times are changing and new bodies with unlimited powers behind them are acquiring rights over the heads of the lapdlords, at the moment when they are weakened to the danger-point by taxation and death duties. And it is felt that the people of this nation should realise their responsibility for this state of affairs and should be prepared to help those, particularly the owners and occupiers of the land, who have for so long worked unselfishly to keep one corner of their county unspoilt for the enjoyment of their fellow-countrymen.- Yours, &c., J. W. CROPPER. Chairman, C. F. GoRDON, Secretary, Executive Committee, Lake District Safeguarding Society. 

Grasmere, November 22. 

Substandard ClnematocTaph Connaught Rooms, Lon Religious Film Service, 8 London, 4. 
Meeting of Friends of the Hall, London, 5. 
Mrs. Hugh Dalton opena " Parks," Tabard Oa.rd 
Miss i'reya St.ark on Hadra.maut." R:>yt London. 8 30. 
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enlarged Third Reich are available, but refugees 
the numbers are probably substantially insecurity. 
greater than those of full Jews. dentist r 

The collapse of German and Au~trian Jewry organize into refugee movements may affect the ~tability Italian, ; of East European Jewry, which is now pre- tioned. cariously maintained by the construcuve f humanitarian work of such organizations as re ugees 1 
the American Joint Distribution Committee, rehabilita Hicem and Ort. The whole of Eastern Jewry reliability is in an insecure position. Both in Poland absorb tt and in Rumania at different times Government remarks, 1 spokesmen have suggested that measures will be adopted to induce emigration as a contribu- polit~cal tion towards solving the problems raised. Enghsh-sr 

great dift THE DANGER IN THE EAST For the rr 
The report points out here that to the 1

1
1 tically dr 

east of Germany and Austria, and exclud- burden of . h 3 000 000 I . R . h . has fallen mg t e , , ews m ussta, t ere IS few intere 
a Jewry of nearly 5.000,000. Eastern further cor~ 
European Governments have seen sphere of e the success and impunity with which Germany tionist and has carried through a persecution of Jews trade unior which has included the su~tantial confiscation are essenti of their property and their employment. economic r • . . They have seen relief organizations integraTion and the charity of the civilized world respond wmk cann to a process equivalent to blackmail. asylum stil Other countries may aq~ue. that the only way with a Jib, they can secure the mterest of the international community in their Jewish problems is to adopt a similar policy and begin to convert the Tl 
domestic question into an international prob- Dealin !em of refugees. absorptic Politically the problem of Eastern Jewry has praises I. been deliberately exacerbated by German propaganda beyond the borders of the Third Nansen 0 Reich. Anti-Semitism is being exploited by ance of : Germany as an instrument in the economic and Office, ir political penetration of Eastern Europe, · Stimulation of anti-Semitism has become a gnevous regular feature of the technique of the external organiza· policy of the Third Reich. distress, t Private charity can now do no mdre than the solu( relieve some of the more acute distress and or to tt, initiate experiments in the readaptation of refugees Jewry to the new conditions arising. cessation The problem . . . is too urgent . . . to allow postponement of action until solution> Nansen (' are found of the general economic and political tion of t• malaise of which the existence of refugees is serving, a a symptom. refugees. 

The Jews are not the only minorities Stamp co in Europe, though they are more likely tion app• 
than others to be subjected to a comprchc 
forced migration. A large propor- tarian pro, tion of the total population of of the ref 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, protection 
Czecho-Slovakia, and Rumania belongs to Governm( races other than that of the ruling race. League's 
Since the " unmixing" of these races is political p a practical impossibility," it is an essential able, but 
of European peace that the minorities tion of in should be contented; otherwise they, too, ment of I< 
become potential recruits for the armies for refuge. of refugees.'' Attempts to secure justice, as necessa 
if not successful, may tend to aggravate • still in it~ perse~ution. . There is no internatio~al [ ments m 
machmery whtch can compel a sovereign I Armeniam State to accord justice to its minorities: There a 1 International action must be directed pri- cerned wit marily ~o case those tensions, political an.d Commissio economic, that threaten to produce chaotic h h t emigration movements. Some of the refugee w 0 as a problems of the Near East in the immediate Nansen ret post-War years were solved by exchange of mental ColT' population agreements, but for the main pro- constituted blems as lhey exist to-day no such solution occupation appears to be practicable. the conditic 

In discussing the removal of causes of The Comrr. refugee movements, the report makes the dilemma. suggestion that the most important refuge are measure of preventive assistance would trade and probably be the restoration of the many, and 
opportunities for emigration, which, un- negotiate: doubtedly, prevented the emergence before If these Po the Great War of serious refugee move- immigrants 1 ments. But " no measures in the shape of to some re economic assistance will have the effect 
of preventing unregulated movements of 
population if ant i-Semitic agitation used 
for political ends continues." 

HOPE OF RETURN 
Interesting observations are made on 

repatriation. The report ·points out that 
the compulsory repatriation 
of the actively political refugee groups, like 
the Italian and Portuguese, while the political conditions persist which caused their flight, is morally impossible while any respect for the tradition of sanctuary survives. . . . The possibility of ultimate repatriation belongs to the realm of political prophecy and aspiration, and a programme of action cannot be based on speculation. 
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At the same time the hope of return, 
shared by hosts and refugees alike, is 
recognized as a fundamental e lement in 
the refugee situation. For one thing it 
has preserved among the refugees a self-respect and has conferred on them a capacity to endure almost intolerable conditions, without which they mi,ght have become a mass of human 
wreckage for the redemption of which no plan Within 'a " could have heen made. . A programme of action which abandons repatriation as an from the Lal instrument or objective of policy must last n tght ad c. therefore compensate the refugees, in return for the surrender of this hope, by a much more meeting at 0 generous provision for their absorption. SIR S 1 AHOI 

On the subject of distribution to coun- symptomatic < tries where final settlement is possible, the to-day that his report says that dis tribution has been Labour Party determined chiefly by the accidents of the previous night original migration or by sudden political and that the ' and economic changes. The refugees are independent ffi( still in many cases in politically dangerous made in a lil proximity to their countries of origin. The emphasize tha actuating so m~. absorption of large numbers of refugees the feeling tha from Europe in oversca countries has been order to save suggested. and the report agrees that this democracy. Tb is desirable; but many people w' ·it is important to heM in mind that the migra- conscious great tion of refu<>ees is sub]'ect to the conditions of of our country " In this count migration ~enerallv .. . . If refugee emigra- to combine in tion is to be fitted into this complicated system, while in civiliza the refugees must have behind them some cannot, each on organization, preferably a Governmental or an of our particul: inter-Governmental organization. which will remain divided be able to conclude agreements and to exercise . reaction and th continual supervision over their execution. country the easy . . . Reful!ees will continue to he at a dis-advantage in comparison with other migrants ready to snatch. a~ they have no home to which to return if The fa('t that they fail or if they are threa tencd with expul- ship of the party sion. . . It is essential that or~anizn- not continue to lions promoting oversea emigration should take strengthen and af every precaution that the migrant is fully in- " I shall do th; as ever I have ~ formed of the situation in the new country,that working class mr he is a suitable emigrant, and that he shall be the core and r have some person to whom he can address drive. 1 must s himself ·in case of need. . . . If refugees the people the c can be fitted into general colonizing move- convinced their 5 ments in which they enjoy the benefits pro-vided for the settlers as a whole, many objcc- disloyal to my ' tions disappear. believe to be the 
were I to do oth 

After the meeti. NATURALIZATION a demonstration ir 
C · If h · f b · marched past Dov omm~ to t e question o ·a sorptron . demand arms for ~ in the countries of refuge,. the report from Whitehall a~ 

remarks that the National-Socialist policy *** The accoun of mobilizing persons of German origin expulsion is on P~ 
outside Germany to the support of the 
Third Reich has aroused the suspicion of 
Governments and has rendered them less 
willing to accept German immigrants. 
Naturalization has, however, gone far 
to free many of the older refugee groups 
from legal disabilities. 

Jt seems probable that, except in rare cases like that of the Russians in the Far East, naturalization will continue increasingly to provide a solution of most of the legal problems of the refugees, but it is desirable that the process should be hastened. 
Governments anxious to cooperate in 

a constructive liquidation of the problem 
are urged to pursue a more generous 
naturalization policy. This would have 
great advantages for the Governments themselves, for the presence in any country of a group of aliens who are for practical purposes permanently resident, and whose relationship to the State remains ambiguous, leads to the creation of an alien minority susceptible to propaganda and other influences from outside. 

Then there are the political difficulties 
of absorption, In many .ways the 
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MASSES IN SEARCH 
OF SANCTUARY 

A CALL FOR ACTION 

·it 
n 

A depressing picture of a mass exodus of 
victims of oppression from many lands is 
drawn in THE REFUGEE PROBLEM : Report of 
a Survey, by Sir John Hope Simpson ; pub
lished to-day by the Oxford University Press 
(London: Milford. 25s.). The knowledge that 
the report covers tJle situation as it existed up 

·r to the month of October, 1938, and therefore 
does not reach the added misery caused by the 1- latest German pogrom, intensifies the shadows n 
of the picture_ But although, statistically and 

0 

descriptively, the report does not deal with · the 
pr~sent enlargement of the problem, Sir John 
Hope Simpson has many vivid comments and 
pertinent suggestions to make on the situation 
created by German policy since October, 1938. 

The survey was undenatcen Uin1et tht aua.. 
pices of the Royal Institute of International 

te Affairs in September, · 1937. It is restricted to 
d those refugee movements which affect most 

td closely the countries of Europe and America. 
;.t Inquiry did extend to the Far East, but was 1e 
ss there confined to the group of refugees from 
ti- Russia who are connected in or-igin with 
to Russian groups in other countries. The report 
to is concerned only with post-War refugees, but 

not with all classes of those refugees; it is con
fined to movements which originated in Euro
pean countries, in the Ottoman Empire, and in 

1 Ne 
lOt 

in 
we 
es- the Russian Empire, and it does not deal with 

a other important movements, such as those in 
to China, Abyssinia, or South America. The word 
of "refugee" has extensive definitions. For the !en purpose of the survey a refugee is described as " distinguished from the ordinary alien or migrant in that he -has left his former territory because of political events [including religious] there, not because of economic conditions or because of the economic attractions of another territory." 
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TASK FOR GOVERNMENTS 
The key-note of the report is that the magni

tude of the problem now renders it beyond the 
capaCity of any private organization, that the 
task is essentially one for Governments. There 
are not only present refugees but potential re- . 
fugees. The receiving capacity of Palestine is 
permanently restricted by the small area avail
able, and temporarily by political conditions; 
the United States is not prepared to txtend the 
already considerable quota. But, says the 
report, 
if Great Bri\ain and France and some other Euro~an countries, perhaps Norway, Sweden, DenmaFk, Belgium, Holland, and Finland, were to agree to take a quarter of the potential refugees from Germany at once and accommodate them, if necessary in camps, until they could be dispersed to countrie$ of ultimate settlement, a substantial step would have been taken towards. the ~JiQn of }jl-tg*m. ~ tcnfr'""retaglll fi ~~ it is even more difficult to answer the question : When does a refugee cease to be one ? The authorities regard the question from a different angle: the Government chiefly from the legal and technical, and the refugees' repreSentatives from the economic and humanitarian point of view. Discrepancies in the returns are abundant; but careful investigation for each group of refugees has provided data for a fairly reliable estimate of the nurnber still remaining at the end of 1937. The report gives the following approximate numbers for that date : 

Russians in European and Mediterranean countries 3~5.000 Russians in the Far East . . 95.000 Armenians 22,,000 Assyrians, Assyro-Chaldeans, Turks, &c... 7,150 Assyrians of Iraq 9,000 Italians . . . . 30,000 Refugees from Germany 165,000 Refugees from the Saar l ,IOO [The figures for Armenians include practically the whole Armenian population in Syria and the Lebanon, although the greater part of them are naturalized. They cannot be regarded as completely assimilated. No figures can be given for Spaniards and Portuguese.] 
THE URGENT NEEDS 

Not all of these groups present problems 
requiring international action ; but urgent needs 
are:-

(1) Acceleration of the final assimilation of Russians in European and Mediterranean countries ; (2J As~istance of emigratibn of Russians in the Far East who~ situation has been rendered intolerable in Manchukuo since the Japanese occupation, and of those whose future in China is im~rilled ; (3) Final settlement of Armenians in Greece, especially the 10,000 living in insanitary conditi~ns near Athens ; 
(4) Settlement of the 1.000 Armenian families in Syria for whom arrangements have not yet been made; 
(5) Effective political protection for all Armenians in Syria and the Lebanon ; 
(6) Completion of settlement of the Assyrians of Iraq on the Khabur, and similar effective ~litical protection for them and their kinsmen remamlng in Iraq; 
(7) Measures to secure absorption of those refugees from Germany who are in countries where they can be finaHy settled ; 
(8) Transfer of refugees from Germaa1y from countries of temporary refuge, especially limitrophe countries, to countries where they can be finally settled; 
(9) Some measure of international legal and pohtical protection for refugees of those classese.g., Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese-who at I'Jresent enjoy no such protection. 
The problems outstanding at the end of _193?, though intractable, were capable of solution 1f the German exodus could be restricted to manageable limits and if the policy of confiscating refugee property were modified, or some form of compensation en bloc were secured ; if finance were available for the migration of a considerable section of the Russians in the Far East; if the exodus caused by the civil war in Spain were not extended ; and if the Powers were prepared to use effectively the existing machinery for the political protection of minorities in the Near East. These were substantial qualifications in 1937; but in 19f8 conditions within Germany became steadily worse:-

A large extension of the German problem followed the annexation of Austria, with her population of 180.000 Jews, in March, and the cess1on of the Sudeten areas of Czechoslovakia in October. . . • .Illegal immigration has everywhere .a~sumed larae dimensions, and many refugees are hvmg a hunted existence. 
The situation is made worse by the demand in Germany for an increased tempo of emigration. It is demanded that Austrian Jews must be evacuated within the next four years. At the same time the German Government obstruct the flow of emigration by various means. A new technical difficulty has been imposed by the withdrawal of passports from German Jews and their replacement by identity cards. The extension of discrimination to the persons generally described as non-Aryans increases the magnitude of the problem by an unpredictable amount. No reliable estimate-~ of no'l-Aryans in the 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Wednesday, 1oth October, 1945 

The House met at a Quarter past 
Two o'Clock 

PRAYERS 

[Mr. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

ALIENS (NATURALIZATION) 
Address for Return 

" showing (r) Particulars of all Aliens to 
whom certificates of Naturalization have b een 
issued and whose Oaths of Allegiance have, 
~uring the yeCIJr ended the 3rst day of 
December, 1944, been registered at the Home 
Office; (2) Information as to any Aliens who 
have, during the sa me period, obtained Acts 
of Naturalization from the L egislature; and (3) 
Particulars of cases in which Certificates of 
Naturalization have b een revoked during the 
same p eriod (in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper No. 99 o£ Session 1944-45).''~[Mr. 
Oliver.] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

ROYAL AIR FORCE 
Educational and Vocational Training 

Scheme 
r. Mr. Quintin Hogg asked the Under

Secretary of State for Air when he will be 
in a position to make a statement 
regarding the progress and prospects of 
the educational and vocational training 
scheme in the R.A.F. 

The Under-Secretary of State for Air 
(Mr. Strachey): With Mr. Speaker's per
mission and that of the House, I propose 
to make a statement at the end of Ques
tions. 

Later-
Mr. Strachey: The Educational and 

Vocational Training Scheme in the Royal 
Air Force is now beginning to get under 
way. The result of a sample census showed 
that some 6oo, ooo airmen and airwomen
about 65% of the total strength of the 
R.A.F .-want to make use of the scheme 
in one way or another. We shall satisfy 
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this splendid demand for adult education 
to the very limit of our resources. In addi
tion to our own education officers some 
9,000 full-time instructors have been 
trained-and many part-time instruc
tors are being used. We have 
so far provided JOO,ooo school books, 
three million ·exercise books, 100,000 
training syllabuses, 1,6oo,ooo Ministry 
of Labour pamphlets and much 
other scholastic material. So far about 
zoo,ooo students have actually begun 
work in the Home Command. I cannot 
yet ,give the iCOri1esponding figures for 
Overseas Commands, but there too the 
scheme is getting going. 

The courses are of two kinds: educa
tional courses--which include training in 
citizenship, improving a man's or 
woman's standard of basic education, or 
helping him or her to prepare for Univer
sity and professional examinations: 
vocational courses.-which consist of tech
nical instruction for a trade. A man may 
wish to learn a new trade-say one of 
the building trades.-from the beginning. 
Or a man with a skilled R.A.F. trade
say a fitter on aero-engines.-may want 
a course which will enable him to apply 
his skill to a corresponding civilian trade
say a fitter on motor engines. This side 
of the work is carried on in consultation 
with the Ministry of Labour. There have 
been certain difficulties in selecting the 
trades, and the numbers to be trained 
for each trade, which have delayed this 
1part of the scheme. But I hope and 
believe, that these difficulties are now 
being overcome. We are always careful 
to state clearly that E.V.T. training can 
carry with it no guarantee of employment 
in the particular trade selected. 

Finally, the House will recognise that no 
scheme of this magnitude, which had to 
be extemporised amidst many other 
pressing tasks, can be equally effective 
or efficient in every part of the Service. 
Some Commands and some Stations have 
been able to get going more rapidly than 
others. But I can assure the hon. Mem
ber for Oxford (Mr. Hogg)-who, I know, 
has this scheme very much at heart
that every effort will be made to make 
it a success. We are determined to see 
that E.V.T. contributes something to the 
permanent welfare of hundreds of thou
sands of airmen and airwomen, in what 
will be their last few months with the 
Royal Air Force. 

Az 
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Mr. Hogg: While thanking the hon. 
Gentleman for the comprehensive state
ment on this subject which he has just 
given, may I ask him a question with 
regard to the difficulties to which he re
ferred in relation to the vocational part of 
the scheme? Hitherto, as I understand it, 
the scheme has been limited to four trades 
-agriculture, building, furniture-making, 
and retail distribution. Would the hon. 
Gentleman tell the House to what trades 
it is now to be extended and whether any, 
and if so what, restrictions are still to be 
imposed? 

Mr. Strachey: I am glad to be able to 
say that it has been extended, in agree
ment with the Ministry of Labour, to a 
fairly comprehensive list of other trades. 
As the hon. Member knows, there is a 
further distinction between the ab initio 
courses and courses converting a man's 
skill from a service trade to a civilian 
trade, and the list of trades to which it 
has been extended is different in each case. 
We have not got all we want on the point, 
but we have gone a fairly long way, and 
vocational training on a reasonable scale 
will now be able to go forward. 

Wing-Commander Millington: Is the 
hon. Gentleman aware that the objection 
to the scheme, even by the 65 per cent. 
of men and women in the Air Force who 
have signed on for this scheme, and the 
lack of confidence they feel in it, is be
cause it is held up in many cases until 
the last month or so of their service career; 
arid would not he agree that even if people 
are in release groups 6o or 70, now is the 
time to start getting training under the 
E.V.T. scheme if it is to be of any use 
:to them? 

Mr. Strachey: I fully agree with that, 
and the need for haste is very great, but, 
as I say, the scheme is only now getting 
under way. The difficulties have been 
very great. For example, I,300,000 books 
are needed. We have not got them all 
yet. Vve have only got 70o,ooo. 

Mr. Hogg: Would the hon. Gentleman 
consider putting at the disposal of Mem
bers, perhaps in the Library of the House, 
a full schedule of the trades available to 
be learned under the vocational part of 
the scheme? 

Mr. Strachey: Certainly. They will be 
published. 

Mr. Kenneth Lindsay: While realising 

my hon. Friend's interest in this matter, 
may I ask whether he is aware that three 
weeks ago, only one training instructor 

!had arrived in Germany in connection 

with the scheme? 

Mr. Strachey: That certainly is not my 

information, 'but if the hon. Member will 
let me have any information he has to 

substantiate his statement I will look into 

it. 

Squadron-Leader Sir Gifford Fox: Will 

my !hon. Friend say how many of the 

20o,ooo have already started courses 

owing to being posted for R.A.F. service 
where similar facilities are available? 

Mr. Strachey: There are places where 

this service is going on, but I could not 
give the figure. 

Mr. York: May I ask the hon. Gentle
man to explain why it is necessary to have 
one compulsory hour a week, and whether 

it is necessary in those trades where over
time is worked and E. V. T. courses can
not be taken? 

Mr. Strachey: Under the Regulation 
they are allowed to work for six hours 
per week in Service time. The difficulty, 

of course, is that some stations are very 
busy with Transport Command work, 
while other stations are not so busy, and 

it is difficult to fit a scheme to 1Jhe needs 
of all the different Commands. 

Mr: York: That. does not answer my 
question. What I w1sh to know is whether 
it is necessary to insist upon one hour's 
compulsory E.V.T. training in those 
trades where the member was not allowed 
to take part in the normal E.V.T. scheme 

because of the heavy work in those par
ticular trades. 

. Mr. Strachey: That is not my informa
tion, but perhaps the hon. Member will 
put his facts before me. 

Disabled Education Officers 

4· Lieut.-Colonel Sir Ian Fraser asked 
the Under-Secretary of State for Air why 
education officers in the R.A.F., when 
they are disabled, are compensated as 
civilians, whereas in the other Armed 

Forces they are compensated as Service
men. 

Mr. Strachey: Officers of the Royal Air 
Force Educational Service, when they are 
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disabled, are compensated as civilians 
because they are civilians. These 
officers, although commissioned in the 
R.A.F.V.R., were not embodied or mobil
ised and so retained their civilian status. 
The future status of '!!his Service is under 
consideration. 

Mr. Pickthorn: May I ask whether the 
hon. Gentleman's reply refers also to 
those officers who were actually embodied 
and mobilised at the beginning of the 
war? 

Mr. Strachey: Those who were em
bodied and mobilised, and remained 
embodied and mobilised, are not referred 
to, of course, but it refers to those who 
vvere only temporarily mobilised. 

5· Sir I. Fraser asked the Under-Secre
tary of State for Air how many education 
officers and other ranks in the R.A.F. 
ha':e been disabled on duty by enemy 
actwn and of these how many have been 
disabled in the highest degree. 

Mr. Strachey: One education officer has 
been disabled b~ en~~y a~tion in Europe. 
He suffered disability m the highest 
degree. Two other education officers 11ave 
~e.en held prisoners by the Japanese, but 
It IS not yet known whether either of these 
has been disabled. 

Sir I. Fraser: In view of the extremely 
limited number of people affected-ane or 
two-and the very strong sense of injustice 
which they feel at being treated less well 
than similar grades in the Army and 
Navy, will the hon. Member ask the Secre
tary of State for Air to reconsider this 
matter with proper sympathy? 

1tlr. Strachey: The hon. and gallant 
Member has been in correspondence with 
my Noble Friend on the subject, and he is 
aware of the considerations which led my 
Noble Friend not to accede to that 
demand, but if he has some new facts, 
I am quite sure that my Noble Friend will 
consider them. 

Demobilisation 
6. Mr. T. J. Brooks asked the Under

Secretary of State for Air why experienced 
graduate teachers serving in the meteoro
logical section of the R.A.F. are being 
denied release from the services under 
Class B; whether priority is given under 
Class B for officers as well as other ranks 
who are teachers in civil life; and why it is 
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necessary to post such personnel o£ im
portance to the teaching proression over
seas now the war is over. 

:Mr. Strachey: Both officers and airmen 
of all branches of the R.A.F. are eligiole 
for release in Class B as teachers. Some 
meteorological officers have already been 
so released. Unfortunately, however, it 
has been necessary to refuse release under 
Class B to some teachers who are meteoro
logical officers. There are two reasons for 
th1s. First, an exceptionally high pro
portion-over 50 per cent.-0£ our war
time meteorological officers are teachers. 
Second, the very heavy transport commit
ments of the R.A.F. in bringing home men 
from overseas under the release and 
leave schemes creates a demand for 
meteorological officers, parlicularly over
seas, which simply has to be s:1tisfied in 
the interest of safety. 

Mr. Brooli:s: Is my hon. Friend aware 
that a number of these have been con
centrated and there are now more people 
for the jobs and less work tc do, and that 
a number of them could surely be released 
under Class B? 

1\fr. Strachey: A number have been, 
and are being, released. 

Mr. Brooks: My information is that no 
such releases have yet taken place. 

1\-ir. Strachey: Oh, no. The hon. Mem
ber's information is wrong there. Re
leases of meteorological officers have 
taken place under Class B and are con
tinuing to take place. 

Mr. Brooks: Will my hon. Friend tell 
us how it is that these people in the 
meteorological office are not able to get 
any information about their release at all, 
and that nobody is able to give them 
any information? 

Mr. Strachey: No, Sir, the release 
groups of meteorological officers are 
promulgated and if they read the promul
gations they will see their group in the 
scheme. 

10. Mr. Palmer asked the Under
Secretary of State for Air if he is aware 
of the dissatisfaction in the accounting 
branch of the R.A.F. because of the hold
ing of men in this branch beyond their 
proper age and service groups; if he is 
satisfied that this policy is necessary; and 
whether he will take steps to redirect 
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[Mr. Palmer. J 
other grades of good general education 
to take over accountancy work and so 
enable accountant branch personnel to be 
released with their correct groups. 

Mr. Strachey: Yes Sir, I am aware of 
dissatisfaction in the Accountant Branch 
-naturally no one likes to have their 
release delayed. But I am also satisfied 
that this delay is unavoidable, more 
especially in view of the recent speed-up 
in the general rate of release, which 
throws a still he a vier burden on the 
Accounts Branch. Active steps are 
being taken to train suitable new men 
for the job and 1,450 have now been 
trained or have entered into training and 
a further 2,150 will be trained or train
ing for this branch by the end of the year. 
As a result, the position is improving, 
but I must warn the House that the 
faster we go in general demobilisation, 
the more difficult it will be to achieve 
evenness as between different trades and 
ranks. 

1.h-. Palme,r: Is my hon. Friend aware 
that this position does n01t seem to arise 
in other Services? 

Mr. Strachey: No, Sir, the release lby 
trade and rank is observed in the Royal 
Navy and, as my hon. Friend has seen 
in the Press, lit has lately been introduced 
in the Army also. 

Mr. Hendersoo Stcwart: Is the hon. 
Gentleman aware o£ 1the cases which I 
have brought to his notice of men under 
this section who have served for six years 
in the Air Force, and also of liheir com
plaint that they themselves were obtained 
for special work for a matter of a few 
weeks? 

Mr. Strachey: The training period ,is for 
four or five weeks and we are training the 
numbers I have mentioned, which should, 
lby the end of 'the year, largely relieve the 
situation. 

Mr. Callaghan: Can the Under-Secre
rt:ary tell us when he now expects the re
lease of this branch to be all square with 
the general release scheme? 

Mr. Sh·achey: No, Sir; I cannot give a 
general assurance on that; it depends 
on the general releases which have been 
speeded up. 

Mr. Lipson: Can the Under-Secretary 
it:ell us whether his promise that the posi-

tion would be evened up 'by ;the end of 
the year no longer holds good? 

Mr. Strachey: No, Sir; I cannot agree 
that I gave any such promise. I said that 
releases between trades and 'branches 
were being evened up; and there has in 
fact been appreciable progress in that 
respect during the Recess. I never gave 
any undertaking that the releases as 
between trades would lbe perfectly even 
by the end of the ye aT. 

r6. Mr. Turton asked the Under-Secre
tary of State for Air why meteorological 
officers of group rs and above are being 
excluded from the Class A demobjlisation 
scheme; how many temporary meteoro
logical officers recruited between znd 

September 1939 and 1942 have yet been 
released; and how many civilian 
meteorological officers have so far been 
released. 

Mr. Strachey: No meteorological officer 
in the Royal Air Force is excluded from 
the Class A release scheme. Officers in 
group rs will be released in October, and 
those in groups r6-zo in November and 
December. As to the second part of the 
question, 40 wartime meteorological 
officers and ro civilian officers have so far 
been released. 

Mr. Turton: Will the hon. Gentleman 
remove the misapprehension that exists in 
the Service that these civilian officers are 
getting out more easily than recruited 
Service officers.-the men who have been 
transferred to the R.A.F. R€serve and are 
being kept in? 

Mr. Strachey: I do not think the figures 
bear out the hon. Member's statement as 
40 commissioned meterological offi~ers 
have been released and only ro civilians. 

Mr. Turton: Can the Minister say what 
proportion of civilian officers have been 
released and what proportion of Service 
men? · 

Mr. Strachey: I cannot give that without 
notice. 

r8. Mr. Garry Allighan asked the Under
Secretary of State for Air whether he is 
a ware that the release of Intelligence 
officers of the R.A.F. js up to four months 
behind their group dates; and whether he 
is satisfied that such postponement of 
release is operationally vital. 
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Mr. Strachey: The difficulty with Intelli
gence officers is that they tend to be older 
men, and so to be particularly numerous 
in the early release groups. Therefore this 
Section would have been denuded if they 
had been re1eased in step with, for in
stance, aircrew. In October they were four 
groups ~behind the majority of officer 
trades while in November and December 
they are two groups behind. In any case 
there is nothing like a four months' delay. 

Major Wyatt: Is the Under-Secretary 
aware that men who have been warned 
for demobilisation are not being used for 
Intelligence purposes but for documenta
tion work-that is, release and embarka
tion matters? 

Mr. Strachey: Perhaps the hon. Member 
will give me specific instances of mis
employrnent of that kind, but a certain 
amount of mi. -employment is inevitable 
at the 1noment, and is even desirable in 
order :o speed up the general releases. 

Transferred Personnel (Release Groups) 
7. Captain Bullock asked the Under

Secretary of State for Air whether he has 
yet reached a decision :with regard to 
the grievances of those men in the R.A.F. 
who were transferred to vital work in air
craft industries and who, despite assur
ances given them at the time, have now 
found that they are in a much higher 
numbered group than they would have 
been if they had not been so transferred. 

g. Mr. Ern est Davies asked the Under
Secretary of State for Air whether he has 
now reconsidered the position of R.A.F. 
personnel who were temporarily released 
to industry; and whether he will now 
arrange that such civilian service ibe taken 
into account for calculating their de
mobilisation group number . 

20. Sir Robert Young asked the Under
Secretary of State for Air whether he is 
aware that men on temporary release to 
industry were informed that their period 
of release would count towards their 
current engagement, but that the terms of 
this promise in relation to demobilisation 
are not being carried out; and since many 
of the men directed and then re-directed, 
to workshops in different parts of the 
country would have lbeen in a stronger 
financial position had they .remained in 
the Service, if he will now reconsider this 
decision. 
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23. Sir John Melior asked the UndeT
Secretary of State for Air if he can now 
make a statement :with regard to the de
mobilisation of airmen who accepted 
temporary release for civilian war work 
upon the assurance that the time so spent 
would count as military service. 

Mr. Strachey: It has now been decided 
that those airmen who received an un
qualified written assurance that their 
period of release to industry 
'' would count as service towards their 
current engagements '' 

will count that period as service for cal
culating their age and service release 
groups. Their release groups will be 
adjusted accordingly. This decision has 
been come to because the interpretation 
put on the above assurance by the men 
is undoubtedly the natural one to put on 
it. Therefore the Government feel that 
the importance of a voiding an apparent 
breach of faith with the men must over
ride other considerations. The decision 
does not mean that the Government has 
changed its previous view that it is, in 
principle, unfair to count the time when 
a man was released to industry as the 
equivalent for release purposes of time 
served with the colours. Therefore, it 
would be quite wrong to extend this con
cession to any but those who received 
the unqualified written assurance. 

Mr. Mikardo: Will my hon. Friend 
now take measures to see that those men 
who are still not released, and who be
cause of the Government's previous de
cision have not been notified of their 
demobilisation group numbers, will now 
so be notified? 

Mr. Strachey: Yes, Sir, I will see that 
this is carried out. 

Sir J. Melior: While welcoming the 
reply as far as it goes, why does the 
Minister seek to draw a distinction be
tween wriHen assurances and other forms 
of assurance? 

Mr. Strachey: I think that the only 
assurance we can take is a written assur
ance. We could not decide whether a 
man had been given an oral assurance. 

Empty Hangars (Utilisation) 
8. Mr. Sidney Shephard asked the 

Under-Secretary of State for Air if he will 
now use for storage purposes the many 
empty R.A.F. hangars in the country and 
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[Mr. Shephard. J 
hus release the industrial premises re

tuisitioned on his behalf at present being 
1scd for storage. 

llr. Strachey: Yes, Sir. We are doing 

;o. Ninety-four airfields with hangars 

1ave been allotted for storage and sr 
:urther airfields will be so allotted in the 
r1ear future as they become available. 

?:Ir. Shcp!1ard: Can the hon. Gentleman 
give an assurance that he will, as quickly 

as possible , give up those requisitioned 
premises that are in the possession of his 
Department to-day? 

Mr. Strachey: Of course, we will, as 
quickly as possible. 

Photographic Section, Austria. 

1r. Mr. Ernest Davies asked the Under
Secretary of State for Air what action is 

being taken in regard to the R.A.F. X 
Photographic Section, Austria, formerly 

No. 3 M.F.P.S., in view of the misuse of 

equipment and manpower in the creation 

of work to prevent its disbandment, par
ticulars of which have been sent him. 

Mr. Strachey: Inquiries are being made 

into this matter, and I will communicate 

with my hon. Friend as soon as possible. 

Personnel, Iceland 

12. Major Asterley Jones asked the 

Under-Secretary of State for Air what is 

the number of R.A.F. personnel at pre
sent stationed in Iceland; for what pur

pose they are there; and for how much 

longer he expects that it will be necessary 

to keep them there. 

Mr. Strachey: There are 2,050 members 

of the R.A.F. in Iceland. They carry out 

meteorological and air-sea rescue flights 

and other duties connected with the trans

Atlantic air route. A substantial reduc
tion in their numbers is now in progress 
and it is hoped that withdrawal of the 

whole contingent will be completed in 

about six months, as and when peace
time arrangements for the work can be 

introduced. 

Post-War Stren~th and Conditions 

13. Mr. W. J. Brown asked the Under
Secretary of State for Air whether he can 

now inform the House of his Ministry's 

proposals as to the size and conditions 

of service, etc., of the post-war Air Force. 

Mr. Strachey: The ultimate strength of 

the regular and non-regular Air Force has 

yet to be determined in the light of post

war requirements. The conditions of ser
vice of the post-war Air Force are under 

active consideration, and will be 

announced as soon as possible. 

Mr. Brown: Will the Government let us 

have a \Vhite Paper on this subject as 

soon as they can? 

1\lir. Strachey: An announcement will be 

made in one form or another. 

.Mr. Brown: Well, it had better be in a 

White Paper. 

Disused Aerodromes (Utilisation) 

15. Colonel Thomton-Kemsley asked 

the Under-Secretary of State for Air if he 

is aware that about 40 airfields in East 

Anglia, formerly occupied by the 

U.S.A.A.F., are now unused or used only 

for storage purposes; that each of these 

has living accommodation for 2.400 , 

mostly surplus to requirements; that the 

War Department has pressed for the re

lease of this accommodation to provide 

for troops at present quartered in requisi

tioned houses but have been refused 

except in one case where part of the 

accommodation is occupied by prisoners 

of war; and whether he will order a full 

investigation to be made with a view to 

making his contribution to the alleviation 

of the housing shortage. 

Mr. Strachey: A total of 54 airfields in 

East Anglia were occupied by the United 

States Army Air Force. Twenty-four have 

so far reverted to us. The disposal of 

these airfields as between the Royal Air 

Force and the other Services and other 

civil departments anxious to use them for 

storage, etc., is under active considera

tion. Spare accommodation at six of them 

has already been allotted to. the Admiralty 
and the War Office for sold1ers and sailors 

·~ho would ot~erwis~ be living in requisi
honed properties. Sixteen further airfields 

are in process of transfer from the United 

States authorities, and here again accom

modation will be o~ered to other depart
ments. Fourteen airfields are still in the 

hands of the United States authorities. I 

can assure the hon. and gallant Member 

that in these and other ways we shall do 

everything in our power to contribute to 
overcoming the housing shortage. 
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Colonel Thomton-Kemsley: Will the Mr. Strachey: I realise the need fo~ Under-Secretary give the House an assur- speed in this matter and I thank the hon ance that, where the living accommoda- Member for putting this question down tion on these airfields can be separated Steps have, in fact, been taken. from the landing ground accommodation, 

whioh is what is usually required for stor
age purposes, it will be done, in order that 
Group I properties, in this case from the 
Wash to the Tham·es Estuary, may be 
given up by the War Department, as they 
could be if these airfields were under War 
Department control? 

Mr. St:ti"achey: Yes, Sir; I think I can 
give such an assurance. In many cases, 
the airfield accommodation has been split 
uu between two different users in that V: ay already. 

Mr. York: Will the Minister consider 
moving Air Ministry staff out of requisi
tioned property, notably hotels, into these 
camps? 

Mr. Strachey: In the vicinity of East 
Anglia? 

Mr. York: In any vicinity. 

Mr. Speaker: I am afraid that it is East 
Anglia with which we are dealing. 

I7. Dr . Little asked the Under-Secre
tary of State for Air whether he will make 
arrangements for the disposal .of aero
dromes in Northern Ireland wh1ch have 
been vacated and others likely soon to be 
unused in order that their sites may be 
utilised for growing farm produce next 
year. 

Mr. Strachey: Six of the existing air
fields in Northern Ireland are no longer 
required by the R.A.F. The other 
Government Departments concerned and 
the Government of Northern Ireland are 
being consulted on the~r disposal. These 
discussions should not take long and, 
provided the airfields are not required by 
other Departments, it should be possible 
to release at least some of them in time 
for the growing of farm produce next 
year. In the meantime the airfields will 
be available for grazing. 

Dr. Little: May I ask the Minister to 
hurry up having regard to the fact that 
these airfields are an eyesore and that 
aerodromes are now lying derelict to-day, 
when the farmers wish to have them back 
in order to get them into cultivation 
again? 

Sir Ronald Ross: Can the Minister give 
any indication when the decision on polic) 
on how many of these aerodromes are tc 
be retained will be reached, because then 
is a very large number in a comparatively 
small area? 

Mr. Strachey: The final decision on the 
matter will depend, of course, on the fina] 
disposition and strength of the R.A.F., 
and that cannot be come to immediately, 
though, in the majority of cases, their 
immediate disposal can be decided, and is 
being decided now. 

Post .. service Training 
Ig. Mr. J. Paton asked the Under

Secretary of State for Air if he is aware 
of the anxiety among personnel in the 
R.A.F. groups whose release is to be held 
back in case their chances of being 
accepted for post-service training, through 
such schemes as those for teachers, will 
be prejudiced by the delay; and whether 
he will ensure that these men have equal 
opportunity to avail themselves of the 
facilities of the various schemes and an 
equal chance of acceptance for posts; and 
if he will employ the usual service means 
to make this clear. 

Mr. Strachey: I can quite understand 
that there is natural anxiety on this score. 
But we are assured by the authorities re
sponsible for post-service training that the 
various resettlement schemes will be fully 
available to those in the later release 
groups. V..' e are taking every opportunity 
to make this clear in the Service. 

Mr. Paton: May I assume from that 
answer that men who are accepted for 
teaching training before they reach the 
age of 35-the age limit-will be eligible 
for retraining although they have passed 
the 35th year before their release? 

Mr. S1rachey: I think I should have 
to have notice of that Question to give 
an adequate reply but, as I understand 
it, that would be the case. 

Mrs. Manning: Is it not a fact that those 
men are not even being selected while they 
are still in the Service; and could not 
the hon. Gentleman send Selection Boards 
out to the various theatres? 
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Mr. Strachey: We do not manage the 

post-service training; that is the responsi

bility of the Ministry of Labour and other 

Departments. However, I will certainly 

take up the suggestion made by the hon. 

Member. 
Low Flying Aircraft 

25. Mr. Ayles asked the Under-Secre

tary of State £or Air what complaints he 

has received regarding the low flying of 
aircraft from the Heston Airport over 

Heston and Southall and its effects on 

the health of the women and children in 

those districts; whether he is aware that 
this is not only true of the exhibition 

flights carried out, on 2nd October, but 

is characteristic of most days of the week; 
and if he will give instructions for such 

low flying over built-up areas to cease. 

Mr. Strachey: A complaint has been 

received in the Air Ministry concerning 

low flying near Heston Airport on 2nd 

October, and this is being investigated. 

There have been no other recent com

plaints. My hon. Friend will realise that 

some disturbance is unavoidable when 

aircraft are landing and taking off from 

airfields near built-up areas. 

CIVIL AVIATION 

Airfields (Joint User) 

26. Major Ungoed-Thomas asked the 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 

of Civil Aviation whether the possibility of 

joint user of airfields is being examined; 

and has a decision yet been taken to use 

St. Athan R.A.F. station as a civil air

port whilst it continues to be used as a 

R.A.F. station. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Civil Aviation (Mr. I vor 

Thomas): Yes, Sir. The question of joint 

user of airfields is being examined by my 

Department and the other Government 

Denartments concerned. St. Athan is 

included in this examination, but no deci

sion has yet been reached. 

Priority Travel 

28. Mr. E. L. Gandar Dower asked the 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 

of Civil Aviation 1\vhether he will termin

ate the system of granting priority travel 

on internal air lines; and whether he is 

aware that this system causes inconveni

ence to the travelling public and is disliked 

by the air line companies obliged to im

plement it. 

Mr. I. Thomas: It is not yet possible to 

bring the priority system to an end. The 

inconvenience caused is regretted and the 

system will be terminated as soon as con
ditions permit. 

Mr. Gandar Dower: Is the hon. Gentle

man aware that there has been a case 

where, for a single priority reservation, an 

air line company has been obliged to 

separate hu.band and wife on the first day 
of their honeymoon? 

Internal Airlines 

29. Mr. Gandar Dower asked the Parlia

mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Civil 

Aviation whether he will ~permit pre-war 

operating companies, or existing operating 

companies, to resume any internal air line 

they have previously operated provided 

no other company is operating the route, 

as such permission would be beneficial to 

demobilised R.A.F. personnel anxious to 
enter civil aviation. 

1\Ir. I. Thomas: These matters are under 

consideration in connection with the Gov

ernment's Civil Aviation policy on which 

it is hoped to make a statement in the 
near future. 

Mr. Gandill" Dower: Will the hon. 
Gentleman permit any air line company 

which already has sufficient aircraft and 
personnel so to resume? 

Mr. Thomas: That would be to antici
pate the statement which my Noble 

Friend hopes to make in the near future, 
and I am afraid I cannot do that. 

Radio Telepho:ny 

30. Mr. Gandar Dower asked the Parlia

mentary Secretary to the Iviinistry of Civil 

Aviation whether he will now permit in

ternal air lines to operate radio telephony 

for wireless guidance under the same con
ditions as existed prior to the war. 

Mr. I. Thomas: A reorganisation of 

Radio se~ices in the United Kingdom is 
now takmg place whereby certain fre

quency channels used by the Royal Air 

Force during the war will be released for 

civil .aviation pu.rposes. Some of these 

channels will be made available to internal 

air lines for radio telephony on the pre
war basis. 

Mr. Gandar Dower: Is my hon. Friend 

aware that, with the small aircraft which it 

is necessary to employ on internal air lines 
to-day, the use of radio telephony vrill 
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save the carriage of a wireless operator 
and offer to the general public, already 
crowded out, a ro per cent. increase of 
passenger seats? 

Mr. Thomas: Yes, Sir, I am aware of 
that consideration, and we hope. to be able 
to provide facilities for that puPpose. 

Government Policy 
31. Captain Sir Peter Macdonald asked 

the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minis
try of Civil Aviation whether he can now 
make a full statement with regard to the 
policy of the Government on civil 
aviation; and to what extent previous 
Government policy on this subject is to be 
modified. 

Mr. I. Thomas: My Noble Friend hopes 
to be in a position to make an announce
ment on civil aviation policy at an early 
date. 

Sir P. Macdonald: Is the hon. Gentle
man aware that the failure of the Govern
ment to make up their minds on this very 
vital question causes great confusion to 
civil aviation not only in this country 
but throughout the Empire? Will he 
make up his mind as soon as possible 
because I intend to raise this matter on 
the Adjournment at the earliest possible 
moment? 

Mr. Thomas: My Noble Friend hopes to 
be able to make this statement very 
shortly. He has been in office for only 
two months and I could not agree that 
this is a long period in which to formulate 
a policy on such a complicated issue. 

Sir P. Macdonald: Further to the last 
part of my supplementary question, is it 
not a fact that the policy laid down by 
the late Government was advocated in a 
White Paper submitted to this House by 
the present President of the Board of 
Trade? 

Mr. Thomas: It is one of the constitu
tional axioms of this country that no 
Government is committed by its pre
decessor. 

Mr. Lennox-Boyd: While that may be 
true, might I ask the hon. Gentleman 
what possible objection there could have 
been for going ahead with the policy 
which all members of the late Government 
approved, and which would have enabled 
us to meet the challenge from America to 
which we are now subjected? 

Mr. Thomas: No, Sir, the question of 
policy has not led to any delay in meet
ing our post-war requirements for air 
transport. The only delay is caused by 
the physical factor of aircraft. 

Heath Row Aerodrome 
32. Wing-Commander Cooper asked the 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation if it is for his Ministry 
or for the Air Ministry that the construc
tional work is being proceeded with at 
Heath Row Aerodrome; what is the cost 
of the constructional work decided upon 
and now in hand; and whether the long
term policy for Heath Row is to be de
veloped for the use of civil aviation or for 
the R.A.F. 

Mr. I. Thomas: The constructional 
work now proceeding at Heath Row is 
being undertaken on !behalf of the Air 
Ministry. Work was started during the 
war to meet Royal Air Force require
ments for a large airfield near London 
for long distance transport, but since it 
was recognised that the site selected was 
the best for a major civil airport, there 
was close consultation between the Air 
Ministry and my Department to ensure 
that the work undertaken for military 
purposes could readily lbe incorporated in 
a civil development scheme. Long-term 
policy is that Heath Row should be de
veloped for the use · of civil aviation and 
the use made of it by the Royal Air Force 
will depend on defence needs. The cost 
of the work now in hand is a/bout 
£4,ooo,ooo. Further development on 
civil aviation account will necessarily ex
tend over a considerable number of years 
and no estimate of the total cost can 
yet be given. 

Wing-Commander Cooper: Will the 
l\Iinister give information with regard to 
whether the scheme for Heath Row is 
preferable in every way to the scheme 
contemplated for Heston before the war 
as the civil airport for London? iWill my 
hon. Friend also say how much work 
now in hand will 1be of use for a civil air
port, because my information is that some 
£roo,ooo is being wasted on the present 
scheme. 

Mr. Thomas: The scheme being put in 
hand at Heath Row is, without question, 
much preferable to the use of Heston. 
Heston is not really suitable as a major 
airport for London, and we intend that 
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[Mr. Thomas.] 
Heath Row shall be equal to any aero
drome in the world. I am advised that 
all the work now being done at Heath 
Row will be suitable for civil purposes 
and the money, therefore, is not being 
wasted. 

Lieut.-Colonel Hutchison: In view of 
the hon. Gentleman's statement that 
Hest on is unsatisfactory, and in view of 
the fact that Heath Row is not yet ready, 
will the hon. Gentleman consider imple
menting the promise given to designate 
Prestwick as an international airport? 

Mr. Thamas: I should like it made 
clear that Heston, of course, is not un
satisfactory for all purposes. I said as a 
major long distance aerodrome. The 
question of Prestwick is another matter 
on which I hope to be able to make a 
statement at an early date. 

Mr. Bowles: In view of the fact that 
Heath Row will not be ready for two 
years, and that Croydon is completely 
unsatisfactory, will the hon. Gentleman 
make strong representations to the R.A.F. 
to hand over Northolt, which is the only 
suitable aerodrome within reasonable 
distance of London? 

Mr. Thomas: It is not a fact that Heath 
Row will not be ready for another two 
years. In fact, the R.A.F. will probably 
be using the first runway at Heath Row 
next month, and for civil aviation three 
runways will probably be ready for use 
next summer. There is, therefore, no 
foundation for some of the rumours that 
I have seen on this subject. With regard 
to the use of N ortholt, that is covered by 
the answer which I have already given on 
the question of joint user. I should like 
to take this opportunity, however, of say
ing that the Air Ministry is being most 
co-operative in this matter. We realise 
on our part the overriding needs of 
defence and the Air Ministry recognise:. 
the place for civil aviation in the post
war world. 

America, Europe and Far East Services 
(Competition) 

33· Lieut.-Colonel Sir Thomas Moore 
asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation what steps His 
Majesty's Government propose to take to 
meet the challenge of the American air 
lines to captur~ the air traffic between 
North America, Europe and the Far East. 

Mr. I. Thomas: My Noble Friend 
hopes to be in a position to make a state
ment about the organisation of British 
overseas air services at an early date. 
Every possible endeavour is being made, 
including acceleration of Brit_ish aircr.aft 
production, to overcome hand1caps wh1ch 
are the direct result of our war efforts. 

Sir T. Moore: Can the hon. Gentleman 
explain why the Government have lost all 
power of initiative and decision in regard 
to this matter? Has an atomic bomb 
struck them? 

Mr. Thomas: No, Sir. The Govern
ment are acting with great decision in this 
matter, and we hope to introduce a policy 
in a very much shorter time than it took 
our predecessors to do so. 

1\lr. L~mnox-Boyd: Is the hon. Gentle
man aware that that confidence is not 
shared by our friends in Eire, who see, 
through American activity, that country 
rapidly becoming an American Dominion? 

Mr. Thomas: No, Sir. I cannot agree 
with the hon. Gentleman. We have 
recently had very friendly conversations 
with Mr. Lemass, and there is no founda
tion for that assumption. 

Mr. Lennox-Boyd: When will the hon. 
Gentleman be in a position to give the 
House an account of the conversations? 

Mr. Thomas: If a Question is put on 
the Order Pa~er I will do my best to 
answer it. 

JAMAICA (TELEPHONE SERVICE) 

34. l\!r. William Williams asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether 
his consent is required for the proposed 
sale of the Jamaica Government telephone 
service to the Jamaica Telephone Com
pany; and whether he proposes to call for 
a full report on this proposal. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
(Mr. George Hall) : As under the new 
constitution of Jamaica the Executive 
Council is recognised as the principal in
strument of policy, and as control of 
domestic affairs is largely in their hands 
and those of the legislature my predecessor 
decided that the transfer of the Colony's 
telephone service should not be subject 
to his approval. 
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CEYLON STATE COUNCIL 
(ELECTIONS) 

35· Mr. Thomas Reid asked the Secre
tary of State for the Colonies if it is in
tended to hold elections to the State 
Council of Ceylon in the near future. 

Mr. George Hall: No, Sir. 

COLONIAL SERVICE 
Home Leave 

36. Colonel Dodds-Parker asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether, following the development of air 
transport, he will consider introducing the 
principle of annual home leave for all 
British personnel sent overseas by his 
Department in order to protect their 
health, improve their personal contacts 
with his Department in London, and, in 
general, to make the conditions of over
seas service more attractive so as to appeal 
to the best available talent. 

Mr. George Hall: Colonial civil servants 
are employed and paid by the respective 
Colonial Governments and local conditions 
vary considerably. I am in general sym
~athy with the idea underlying this ques
tion and I hope that it will be possible as 
transport facilities improve to develop the 
practice of allowing officers to take short 
leave at frequent intervals rather than long 
leave after protracted tours of service 
abroad. Some Colonial Governments 
ha~e indeed already taken steps to review 
t~e~r leave regulations with the object of 
g1vmg effect to this purpose when cir
cumstances permit. 

Travel 
37· Colonel Dodds-Parker asked the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether, in order to build up British com
munications and to ensure a regular pay 
load to the companies concerned, he will 
make it a rule that all his Department's 
personnel travelling directly or indirectly 
at Government expense should travel by 
British air or sea lines whenever these 
facilities are available. 

Mr. George Hall: The hon. and gallant 
Member will be glad to know that the rule 
suggested by him has been in force for 
many years. 

Passages for Wives 
44. Mr. Henderson Stew art asked the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies if he 

is aware that officers of His Majesty's 
Colonial Service now home on leave with 
their wives are refused passages for their 
wives when returning to duty and that 
this refusal causes hardship in many cases 
especially where the wives have no homes 
in this country; and if he will take urgent 
steps to make passages available in all 
such cases. 

Mr. George Hall: Yes, Sir. I much 
regret this unfortunate consequence of the 
present shortage of shipping and I have 
every sympathy with those to whom it 
causes hardship. Until, however, more 
shipping becomes available special priority 
for the wives of Government officers must, 
I feel, continue to be limited to indivi
duals returning to undertake work of 
national importance and so recommended 
by the Colonial Government concerned. 

Mr. Henderson Stew art: Will the Minis
ter cQnsider especially the case of men 
who have occupied highly important 
Colonial posts abroad who returned re
cently with their wives, and have now 
been sent back without their wives, leav
ing them in this country with no home 
at all? 

Mr. Hall: We appreciate the hardship of 
cases of this kind, but it is physically im
possible, with the transport facilities avail
able, to meet such cases. The hon. Mem
ber can be assured that as soon as it is 
possible to meet such cases they will be 
met. 

Mr. Stokes: May I ask whether, in 
view of the Minister's statement about 
the shortage of shipping, he will ask the 
Minister of ; War Transport to explain 
where all the ships have gone to? 

Vice-Admiral Taylor: Could the Gov
ernment not make arrangements to use 
some of the immense amount of shipping 
available in the U .S.A.? 

Mr. Hogg: Was not this within the 
scope of the concession promised to us 
by the Prime Minister in this House yester
day? 

Mr. Hall: The reply given by the Prime 
Minister yesterday was very largely con
cerned with the wives of Service men. 

MALTA 
Enemy Bombing (Damage) 

38. Squadron-Leader Donner asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what 
is the estimate of the damage done by 
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[Squadron-Leader Donner. J 
enemy bombing in Malta; and what steps 
are His Majesty:s Government taking to 
settle the reparations due to Malta from 
such enemy bombing, other than the 
£ro,ooo,ooo granted by the Imperial Gov
ernment to the Colony. 

Mr. George Hall: It is not possible yet to 
give an exact figure of the cost of repair
ing war damage in Malta. The matter 
raised in the second part of the Question 
is now receiving consideration by His 
Majesty's Government. 

Squadron-Leader Donner: Will the 
right hon. Gentleman be able to make an 
announcement at an early date? 

Mr. Hall: The matter is being con
sidered, and I am hoping that a state
ment will be made soon. 

W reeks (Salvage) 
39· Squadron-Leader Donner asked the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies what 
measures are being taken to raise the 
wrecks lying in Malta harbour. 

Mr. George Hall: The Commander-in
Chief, Mediterranean, is the authority for 
the disposition of all British salvage 
resources in the Mediterranean. At the 
present time Malta is given first priority 
by the British Fleet Salvage Department. 
Numerous wrecks in the harbour have 
already been cleared. Work is at present 
in progress on the removal of other 
wrecks. 

Mr. Bowles: Do I understand that some 
of the defeated Conservative candidates 
got as far as Malta? 

Economic and Political Situation 
42. Mr. W. J. Brown asked the Secre

tary of State for the Colonies whether, in 
view of the economic and political unrest 
in the island of Malta and the possibility 
of an early explosion there, he will at 
once send a British mission to the island 
to confer with local representative bodies, 
political and industrial, on the situation, 
and to propose remedies for it. 

Mr. George Hall: I have been giving 
some attention to the situation in Malta 
and, while I feel that my hon. Friend's 
description of it is somewhat exaggerated, 
I have decided, as was-recently announced 
by the Governor, to appoint a Commis
sioner to visit the Colony to confer with 
local representatives and to assist in the 

drawing up of a new Constitution. The 
industrial aspect is also being examined, 
but I am not proposing at present to make 
any special appointment for that purpose. 

Mr. Brown: Does the Minister realise 
that the British Government is the biggest 
single employer in the Island of Malta; 
that what we do largely determines the 
major conditions for the Island as a whole, 
and that what we do is largely under the 
right hon. Gentleman's control? Will 
he do a lot better in the future than the 
other fellows did in the past? 

Mr. Hall: I realise that the British Gov
ernment is the largest employer of labour 
in Malta. During the past four weeks I 
have received no fewer than four deputa
tions from Malta, and discussed the in
dustrial position with them. They did not 
unduly complain about present conditions. 
They are more concerned about post-war 
resettlement, but they did discuss ques
tions of a political aspect, and I met them 
in that matter. 

CYPRUS (GOVERNMENT) 

40. Mr. George Thomas asked the Secre
tary of State for the Colonies whether the 
Government is now considering the 
restoration of representative government 
in Cyprus; and whether public meetings 
are now allowed in Cyprus. 

Mr. George Hall: The policy has been 
to develop representative institutions in 
the sphere of local administration in 
Cyprus before extending them to the cen
tral machinery of Government. In accord
ance with this policy elected municipal 
councils were restored in 1943, and some 
months ago proposals for the extension 
to rural areas of a similar system of local 
administration through elected councils 
were made public. I am hopeful that these 
councils will prove so successful as to 
make it possible to contemplate the insti
tution of a Legislative Council with un
official elected representatives as early as 
possible. As regards the second part of 
the Question, a public meeting can only 
be held with the permission of the dis
trict commissioner under Defence Regu
lations. Applications for permits are 
rarely refused. 

Mr. Thomas: Would my right hon. 
Friend be kind enough to say whether the 
Government are considering the restora
tion of the full liberty of the Cypriots to 
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the extent that they may hold their meet- realise that living conditions in Palestine 
ings when they desire, as there is consider- have in many respects been difficult dur
able bewilderment among them when they ing the war, I consider that the allowances 
see us denying this facility to them, arc not unreasonable. If, after reading 
while expressing the view that we are the circular, my hon. Friend would like 
anxious to see democracy rule every- to discuss the matter, I shall be very ready 
where? to see him. 

Mr. Hall: This matter is constantly be
fore us, but my hon. Friend will appreci
ate that there has been some difficulty in 
Cyprus quite recently. 

Mr. Henderson Stewart: Can the right 
hon. Gentleman give some account to the 
House of the recent public disturbances? 

Mr. Hall: No, Sir, not to-day. 

:Mr. Pritt: Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that many people hold a view that 
the reason for the difficulties which have 
occurred in Cyprus is because there is no 
freedom of speech there? When he refers 
in his answer for permission for meeting 
being rarely refused, is he aware that it 
is never granted until speeches have been 
put before the Commissioner almost line 
by line, and that the excuse is often made 
that he has not had a week to consider 
them? 

Mr. Hall: That is not my information, 
but I will certainly inquire into the latter 
part of the hon. and learned Gentleman's 
supplementary Question. 

PALESTINE 

Cost of Living Allowances 
41. Mr. W. J. Brown asked the Secre

tary of State for the Colonies whether 
the McLeod Report on cost-of-living 
allowances in Palestine has been pub
lished; what amendments to the existing 
bonus system it recommended; whether 
these have been put into effect; what are 
the basis and amounts of such allowances 
now payable and whether he is satisfied 
that the present bonuses are reasonable, 
having regard to the greatly increased cost 
of living and the impossibility of obtain
ing many necessary commodities save 
through the black market. 

Mr. George Hall: The answer to the first 
part of the Question is in the negative. 
Mr. Macleod's recommendations have been 
put into effect and, with the permission 
of my hon. Friend I will send him a copy 
of a circular issued by the Palestine 
Government giving details. While I 

Mr. E. P. Smith: Has any improvement 
taken place in conditions of the Palestine 
police? 

Mr. Hall: That is another question. 

Great Britain and United States 
Conversations 

51. Captain Marples asked the Prime 
Minister whether he can now give the 
House any information about his con
versations on Palestine with President 
Truman. 

The Prime Minister (Mr. Attlee): I have 
no statement to make at present. 

Captain Marples: In view of the recent 
statement by President Truman regard
ing thes'e conversations is it not time that 
this House was informed of them? 

The Prime Minister: I think that in due 
course a statement will be made. 

PIONEER CORPS MIDDLE EAST 
(AFRICAN PERSONNEL) 

43· Mr. Henderson Stewart asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he 
is aware of the disappointment felt 'by 
troops from Bechuanaland and Basuto
land now serving with the Pioneer Corps 
in the !Middle East, on account of 1the 
continued postponement of ~their release, 
despite undertakings given that they 
rwould be sent home after the Italian cam
pa,ign; and whether, in order to preserve 
the morale and patriotism of these 
soldiers, he will take steps ~to ensure their 
early release acco!iding ~o an ordered 
dependable scheme. 

The Under-Secretary of State for 
Dominion Affairs (Mr. Park!er): I have 
been asked to reply. The importance of 
the earliest possible return home of these 
troops is fully appreciated but the diffi
cuUy is one of shipping. F allowing the 
Japanese surrender it has been necessary 
to review the world wide shipping pro
gramme, and, while no specific allocation 
can be made until the review is com
pleted, I am informed by my right hon. 
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[Mr. Parker.] 
Friend the Secretary of State for War 
rthat every attempt will lbe made to en
sure the complete demobilisation of the 
troops in question within the neX\t twelve 
months. 

Mr. Stew art: Is the Minister not aware 
that 1the complaint of these nrutive troops 
is that while fuere is sufficient shipping 
space for Br.itish troops, it is denied to 
them, and rt:hey ask 'why? " What is 
the answer? 

Mr. Parker: Their daims are being con
sidered alongside those of other troops 
from the Dominions and our own troops 
as well. 

DEMOBILISED CHAPLAINS (CROWN 
LIVI~GS) 

46. Mr. Tom Smitlt asked the Prime 
Minister if he is aware that chaplaJins on 
demobilisation from the Services are left 
without hope of further employment in 
their respective churches; and if he wil i 
arrange rt:hat all Crown livings as and 
when they fall vacant are offered first 1o 
demo1biLised chaplains who have no em
ployment. 

The Prime Ministet: The employment 
of chaplains after their release from the 
Services is primarily a matter for their 
respective churches and I have no detailed 
information. I understand, however, that 
each Church has created machinery for 
rtheir re-absorption a:; vacancies occur. 
The Service Departments provide informa
tion regarding service with the Forces and 
give each other assistance as they can. 
As regards the seconc part of the Ques
rt:ion, there are an average of twenty 
vacancies a year whi<h are filled on my 
advice. The claims ot chaplains who 
have served or are serving wJth the Forces 
are given the most careful considera1ion, 
and while I cannot give an assurance that 
every vacancy will be filled in this IWay, 
as the needs of parishes must be con
sidered first and there are others who have 
claims on the Crown, I will continue to 
consider very closely the claims of 
demobil<ised chaplains. I should like to 
take this opportunity of saying that I 
hope 'that all other pGtrons will do their 
!best to help in this matter. 

Mr. T. Smith: Is my right hon. Friend 
aware that when the Question was put 

down on the Order Paper there were about 
34 to 36 chaplains who could not get back; 
and if I send him details will he give them 
consideration? 

The Prime Minister: Certainly, so far as 
it concerns me, but this is very largely 
a matter for the denominations concerned. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICERS 

47· Mr. De la Be1·e asked the Prime 
Minister whether, in view of the termina
tion of the war, there can be a discon
tinuance or, failing that, a reduction in 
the numbers of .Press Relations Officers 
attached to all Government Departments 
at Whitehall; and whether he can give 
an assurance that the Government will do 
nothing to impede the freedom of Press 
reports throughout the country. 

The Prime lUinister: No, Sir. Public 
Relations Officers will continue to be 
employed by Government Departments in 
the post-war period. The size of their 
staff is, however, under review at the 
present time and some reductions are 
being made. It is the duty of Public Rela
tions Officers, far from impeding the 
freedom of Press reports, to provide the 
Press with accurate and timely informa
tion regarding Departmental activities. 

Mr. De la Bere: Will the Prime Minister 
answer the last part of my Question about 
the Press? 

The Prime Minister: Certainly, I have 
no intention whatever of impeding the 
freedom of the Press and my answer, as 
a matter of fact, I think, dealt with that 
point. 

Mr. De la Bere: Are not the Government 
trying to reconcile two irreconcilable 
factors? I will raise this matter on the 
Adjournment. 

WALES (GOVERNMENT) 
48. Squadron-Leader Emrys Roberts 

asked the Prime Minister whether he is 
yet in a position to announce the Govern
ment's policy in relation to Wales; and 
when such announcement may be 
expected. 

The Prime Minister: I am not yet in 
a position to add anything to the reply 
which I gave on 22nd August to the hon. 
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Members for Denbigh (Sir I{. Morris
] ones) and Caernarvon Boroughs (Lieut.
Colonel Price-White). 

Mr. Clement Davies: May I ask the 
Prime Minister whether he has seen the 
petition presented to his predecessor .by 
the representatives of all the Welsh con
stituencies, and is he aware that nearly 
every public authority and public body in 
Wales have passed resolutions in favour of 
the establishment of a Secretary of State 
for Wales? 

The Prime Minister: I have seen it and 
given it careful consideration. 

RAILWAY FREIGHT CHARGES 
49. Col~nel Thornton-Ke.msley asked the 

Prime Minister whether he will move for 
the appointment of a Select Committee to 
consider the advisability of introducing 
equalised rates of freight charges for rail
way tr.ansport, as a means of encouraging 
the economic rehabilitation of the country
side and the redistribution of industry. 

The Lord President of the O>unci1 (Mr. 
HerbCJ.1: Morrison): I have been asked to 
reply. My right hon. Friend the Minister 
o£ War Transport is examining the 
prjnciples on which transport charges 
should be ba!;ed and will bear in mind 
the views of the hon. and gallant Member. 
I do not think, however, that the ~ppoint
ment of a Select Committee would be an 
appropriate method of dealing with the 
matter. 

Colonel Thornton- Kemsley: While 
thanking the right hon. Gentleman, does 
he not agree that to equalise freight rates 
on the lineS-

Mr. Speaker: I am afraid that is a 
hypothetical question. 

JAPAN (ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 
DEFEAT) 

so. Captain Marples asked the Pri~e 
Minister whether he is aware of pubhc 
disquiet at the efforts of the rulers of 
Japan to save face with their subjects; and 
whether our commanders have been in
structed to impress upon the J a'Panese of 
every rank and class in every way pos
sible the fact of their defeat. 

The Prilne Miinister: His ·Majesty's 
G0vernment are aware that the Japanese 

Emperor's Rescrip. of rs.th August caused 
much justifiable disatisfaction both in this 
country and elsewlere. But in the recent 
session of the J <:pane se Diet both the 
Emperor and his ?rime Minister publicly 
acknowledged the reality of Japan's de
feat. As regards the second part of the 
Question, the meamres already taken by 
our commanders i1 their respective areas 
show that there isno need for special in
structions to them on this point. 

Captain Marple: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman not awtre that there is grave 
danger jn leaving the Emperor in full 
possession of this l::ogus divinity? 

The Prime Minie:er: I do not think so. 
I think events wil prove too much for 
that. 

PALACE OF \VESTMINSTER 
(ACCOMKODATION) 

52. Sir Stanley Reed asked the Prime 
Minister whether t is proposed to take 
into consideration he Report of the Joint 
Select Committee of the House of Lords 
and of the House cf Commons appointed 
to inquire into the accommodation in the 
Palace of Westmi1ster and to take any 
action on the rEcommendations made 
therein. 

The Prime Mimter: I fear that the 
state of public bruiness will not permit 
of time being allocLted for the considera
tion of this Repot. As circumstances 
permit, effect will le given to those of its 
recommendations vhich appear to be de
sirable and practicable. 

Sir S. Reed: DCBs not the right hon. 
Gentleman apprecicte that the Select Com
mittee made two inportant recommenda
tions affecting the ;eneral convenience of 
Members: one, tle early provision of 
additional accomrmdation for secretarial 
work, and, the secmd, to bring Members 
into closer contact with the Ministry of 
Works, subject to the maintenance un
impaired of yoursef, Mr. Speaker. 

The Prime Miniser: I think this matter 
was raised on the Aljournment yesterday, 
when a very full shtement was made. 

SCOTLAND (GOVERNMENT) 
53· Colonel Gomne-Duncan asked the 

Prime Minister wlut steps are in con
templation in the matter of the reform 
of Scottish governnent. 
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The Prime Minister: As already pointed di1ions in Europe which will enable and 
out, any question as to what is the most encourage foreigners who are here on a 
suitable form of government for Scotland temporary basis to return to their own 
in post-war years raises political and countries. Many thousands have already 
economic issues involving other parts of gone under arrangements made by the 
the United Kingdom and can therefore various Allied Governments, but in the 
only appropriately be raised as part of present state of international transport 
a general measure for the revision of the there is no prospect of the possibility of a 
machinery of government for Great mass emigration from the United 
Britain. Kingdom. 

Colonel Gomme-Duncan: Does the 
right hon. Gentleman realise that this 
reply will give very little satisfaction in 

· Scotland and parts of the United King
dom other than England which are on 
a par with Scotland? May I ask whether 
the shortage of Scottish Members in the 
right hon. Gentleman's Cabinet is not 
likely to affect the question very 
seriously? 

The Prime Minister: On the last point 
I think the hon. and gallant Member is 
wrong. I think he will find a consider
able amount of talent has been drawn 
from around Scotland. As to the relative 
position of the different parts of the 
United Kingdom perhaps he would like 
to discuss that with the hon. and learned 
Member for Montgomery (Mr. Davies). 

Mr. Gallacher: Would my right hon. 
Friend not consider introducing legisla
tion on the lines I suggested in a question 
which he transferred to the Scottish 
Office? 

COAL DISTRIBUTION (SERVICE 
TRANSPORT) 

54. Sir J. Mellor asked the Prime Minis
ter if the Government will provide, on 
payment, Army and R.A.F: drivers and 
vehicles, otherwise idle, to enable coal to 
be distributed by merchants. 

The Prime Minister: The Service and 
civilian departments concerned are pre
paring plans to er sure the provision of 
any additional vehicles or man-power 
required during the coming winter to re
inforce coal merchants' resources of 
distribution. 

ALIENS, GREAT BRITAIN 
(REPATRIATION) 

55. Sir T. Moore asked the Prime 
Minister what is tht: policy of the Govern
ment towards the return, either volun
tarily or compulsorily, of foreign nationals 
from Britain to their own countries. 

The Prime Minister: It is the policy of 
His Majesty's Government to create con-

Sir T. Moorc: In view of the urgent 
need for the best constructive brains in 
rebuilding these devastated areas and in 
view of the admitted shortage of food, 
clothing, petrol and practica.lly everything 
else in this country would not His 
Majesty's Government be a little more 
pressing in regard to this matter? 

The Prime Minister: I am sure the hon. 
and gallant Member will realise that the 
pressure on transport and everything else 
on the Continent is very heavy indeed. We 
have to be just and fair in these matters. 

Mr. Sydney Sillvern1an: Would my right 
hon. Friend assure the House that in no 
circumstances will any refugee from 
political oppressior: abroad be compelled 
to return to the scene of that oppression? 

The Prime Minister: I think that is quite 
clear from my answer. 

COURT MARTIAL SENTENCES 
(REVIEW) 

57. Major Wyatt asked the Prime 
Minister whether he will make arrange
ments for the sympathetic consideration 
of the cases of soldiers, sailors and airmen 
at present serving sentences for purely 
military offences not amounting to cowar
dice in face of the enemy. 

The Prime Minister: As the House has 
already been informed, under existing in
structions all sentences a warded by courts 
martial are reviewed automatically at 
periods of not more than six months by 
a superior military authority. At each 
review such superior military authorify 
has power to remit, suspend or commute 
the sentence of the court. 

Major Wyatt: Cannot instructions be 
given, in view of the end of the war, that 
superior military authorities should review 
these cases favourably, in view of the fact 
that these are military ,offences. which 
would never have been committed at all 
:had it not been for the war situation? 
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The Prime Minister: I think my hon. 
and gallant Friend will agree with me 
that these offences cover a considerable 
range and it is better to have a very care
ful review of them. 

Mr. Maxton: Would my right hon. 
Friend not consider that it would be the 
right and proper thing to grant a general 
amnesty for all offences of this descrip
tion? 

The Prime Minister: I am not sure 
whether that course is a very good one. 
I am not sure that it always works out 
very well. 

Mr. Maxton: Would the Prime Minister 
consider it? 

The Prime Minister: I am always pre
pared to consider anything put forward 
by my hon. Friend, but as at present 
advised I do not think that the cause of 
justice is always forwarded by making 
some special release on a special day. It 
seems to me rather .hard on people whose 
offences do not happen to come within 
that period. 

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
(CONTINUANCE) 

56. Major Guy Lloyd asked the Prime 
Minister when it is proposed to wind-up 
the Ministry of Information or to place 
it on a care and maintenance basis. 

The Prime Mini ter: This matter is 
under consideration. 

Major Lioyd: Will the Prime Minister 
use his influence to ensure that the Minis
try of Information is not used for the 
purpose of disseminating propaganda on 
behalf of Government Departments? 

The Prime :Minister: I can assure the 
hon. and gallant Member that it is not 
being so used. 

Mr. De la Bere: Is this not an impedi
ment to a free Press? 

ATOMIC BOMB MANUFACTURE 
(CONTROL) 

58. Mr. Bossom asked the Prime 
Minister if any arrangement has yet been 
agreed upon between the major Allies 
to prevent any State with aggressive inten
tions from being able secretly to manu
facture atomic bombs in the future. 

The Prime Minister: Not yet, but as I 
have informed the House, I am in com
munication with the President of the 
United States on the general question of 
the control of the atomic bomb. I should 
prefer not to make any statement at 
present. 

Mr. Bossom: Will the right hon. Gentle
man agree, in view of the supreme 
importance of this matter, that he will 
make an announcement to this House at 
the earliest moment, when any decision 
is reached? 

The Prime Minister: Certainly I shall 
keep the House informed, but the hon. 
Member will agree that this is a matter 
which it is pre-eminently important we 
should discuss with the United States and 
other countries. 

SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH 

59· Sir G. Fox asked the Lord Presi
dent of the Council whether he is yet in a 
position to make any statement as to the 
Government's research programme; and 
what arrangements are to be made for 
making available to industry all the 
scientists who are no longer essential to 
military requirements. 

Mr. H. Morrison: The Government is 
fully a ware of the need to make the best 
use of our available scientific resources 
but I am not yet in a posit.:on to make 
a statement. As regards the second part 
of the Question, applications for the 
release of individual trained scientists 
from the Forces in Class B can be made 
through the appropriate Departments. 
Moreover, in the case of those scientists 
for whom the industrial demand is 
heaviest, the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service ensures that the urgent 
requirem·ents of industry are brought to 
the notice of any suitable scientists leaving 
civilian war work. 

MERSEYSIDE DOCK STRIKE 
Mr. Logan (by Private Notice) asked 

the Minister of Labour is he aware of 
the unrest caused on Merseyside by Dock 
Strike and what action is he taking to 
restore settlement. 

The Minister of Labour (Mr. G. 
Isaacs): Yes, Sir. I will, if I may, 
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[Mr. Isaacs. J 
make a statement. As the House is 
no doubt aware, the strike began at 
Birkenhead over the prices for handling 
pit-props. This was the first cargo of its 
kind to be handled in the port since the 
early days of the war. In the course of 
discussions with the parties concerned 
which took place as soon as the danger 
.of a deadlock appeared the employers 
a.ccepted the Trade Union contention that 
irnmediate negotiations were justified and 
that in the meantime the men could 
properly be offered other work. 

It was confidently anticipated that 
work would be resumed on Monday morn
ing last, and that the negotiations would 
then start. Unfortunately the issues 
became confused over the week-end, and 
the men did not, in fact, start work. This 
morning work is stopped at the ports on 
the Mersey, the Tyne, the Tees, the 
Humber and the Royal and Tilbury 
Docks in London, with a partial stoppage 
at Millwall and India Docks. 

I deplore this strike. It is wrong. The 
two sides of the industry are at present 
considering an important national claim 
made by the trade union and the local 
issues can also be dealt with by the joint 
machinery. Whatever the men's griev
ances, they cannot justify this strike. I 
am always anxious to do everything I can 
to assist towards a satisfactory settlement, 

· but I will do nothing to impair the con
stitutional machinery of the industry. It 
has a long record of successful work on 
behalf of the men, and it is in the rnen's 
fnten~sts that its authm;ity should be 
maintained. The men should go back to 
work at once and avoid unnecessary hard
ship to themselves, their families and the 
rest of the country. They can be assured 
that their grievances will be considered. 
In the meantime, as I have publicly 
announced, alternative military labour 
will be used as necessary to discharge 
foodships held up by the strike. The 
situation will be kept under constant 
review. This dispute has been aggravated 
and encouraged by the statement that has 
been given prominence in one daily paper 
to the effect that I, personally, secured an 
increase of 8s. for the pit-prop workers 
over the head of the constitutional 
machinery. This is absolutely untrue. 
Such a statement is false and can only 
have been made with the object of 
deliberately misleading the men. 

Mr. Logan: In view of the general 
spread of dissatisfaction on Merseyside, 
and the fact that no one can tell how the 
genesis of the strike has come about, is 
the Minister prepared to go down there 
with officials of the Union to address the 
men? If he would do so I am told that 
he would be able to restore normality in 
that district. Can we get such a state
ment from the Minister that he will be pre
pared to meet the men? 

Mr. Isaacs: No, Sir, the men should 
trust the machinery of the organisation. 
They would, I am sure, resent a Govern
ment official stepping in between them 
and the Union. They should trust the 
Union. I am sure that the Union will see 
them through. 

Mr. R. A. Butlet·: Is the !Minister a ware 
that his statement, namely, that this dis
pute should be decided by the constitu
tional machinery, will give great satisfac
tion, and will he give an assurance that 
in future in such matters such as he has 
described to-day he will always rely on the 
use of constitutional machinery, which, I 
agree with him, has functioned so well in 
the past? 

Mr. Isaacs: Yes, Sir. rwe shall make 
use of the constitutional machinery and 
shall refrain from making any effort to 
interpose in any way that would damage 
that constitution. 

Mr. Sargood: Would the right hon. 
Gentleman tell us whether the Ministry 
had any inquiry from the newspaper con
cerned before the report ab0ut the ' 8s. 
was published? , " 

Mr. Isaacs: No, Sir. Not only were we 
not without any inquiry at all, but it was 
republished on a second day in a more 
aggravated form, and thus made the situa
tion worse. 

Mr. Keeling: Would the Minister name 
the newspaper? 

Mr. Isaacs: Certainly-the '' Daily 
Mail.'' 

Mr. Kirby: iWould the right hon. 
Gentleman say what steps his Department 
is taking to bring the official viewpoint 
of his own Department and of the union 
to the leaders of the strike? 

Mr. Isaacs: I do not think I can usefully 
add to what I have already said. All 
that is open to us is to induce these men 
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through their own local conciliation o~
cers to act in accordance with the adv1ce 
not only of their national Trade Unions 
but of the local trade union officials. 

FOOD SHIPS (Ur LOADING) 

Mr. Henderson Stewart (by Private 
Notice) asked the Minister of Food if he 
will report to the House on the serious 
situation arising out of the delay in un
loading food ships caused by the present 
dock strikes; what number of ships and 
what kinds and quantities of food are 
involved; and what action he is taking. 

The :Minister of Food (Sir Benjamin 
Smith): The discharge and clearance of 43 
ocean food ships has been stopped by the 
docke,rs' strike. Fourteen ships are held 
up at Liverpool, one at Manchester, ro at 
Hull and rr in London. Seven others are 
at anchorage at Falmouth awanmg 
orders, four destined for Liverpool, t\;vo 
for Manchester and one for Hull. Sixteen 
of these ships still contain some z6,ooo 
tons of frozen meat, frozen fish, butter, 
bacon, cheese, lard and oranges; the 
others carry wheat, oilseed and general 
cargoes, such as canned fish, milk and 
meat, tea, dried eggs and other less 
perishable foodstuffs. Part of the pellis:h
able cargo is in insulated space, but hrge 
quantities of cheese, lard and oranges arc 
in general stow and are likely to deterior
ate if not unloaded and distributed 
quickly. The continuance of the strike 
must seriou ly affect the impocr:tation and 
supply of foodstuffs. On the last part of 
the question, I have nothing to add to 
the statement made by my right hon. 
Friend the Minister of Labour, with whom 
I am keeping in the closest touch. 

Mr. Stew art: In view of the grave 
nature of that statement, does the right 
hon. Gentleman agree that it is highly 
reprehensible that any section of the 
community for 9elfish :reasons should hold 
up food supplies? 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is ask
ing for an opinion, not for information. 

HOUSE OF COMl\fONS CHAMBER 
(VENTILATION) 

Mr. E. P. Smith: On a uoint of Order, 
Mr. Speaker, may we have one window, 
or preferably two, open? 

:Mr. Spcakc.~.: I will see if that can be 
arranged provided that the sun does not 
shine in my eyes, because earlier on, on 
account of the sun, I could not see a 
single face on the Government side. 

NEvV MEMBER SWORN 
George Reid Thomson, esquire, K.C., 

for the Burgh of Edinburgh (East 
Division). 

vVRITrfEN ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

ROYAL AIR FORCE 
Demobilisation 

1\-ir. Channon asked the Under-Secre
tary of State for Air whether he is aware 
of the delay in releasing clerks S.D. from 
the R.A.F., which lags considerably 
behind others; and, in view of the griev
ance which exists on this account, whether 
steps can now be taken to expedite the 
release of these clerks and to give them 
the same treatment as others in their 
groups. 

Mr. Strachey: I said in my reply to 
the hon. Members for Maldon (l\fr. 
Driberg) and Cheltenham (Mr. Lipson) 
on zznd August last that it was not pos
sible to have a perfectly even rate of 
release as between all trades in the Royal 
Air Force. Nevertheless every endeavour 
is being made by intensive training ~n9: 
re-training to reduce unevenness. Delays 
in the release of clerks S.D. have already 
been reduced, and their release is now 
only two groups behind that of most other 
trades. 

Sir C. Edwards asked the Under-Secre
tary of State for Air whether he is aware 
of the unrest in the Forces overseas over 
demobilisation; why the official broadcast 
announcement that men over 30 years of 
age and all under group z6 would not be 
sent to the Far East was not carried out; 
whether he is aware that orders posted for 
the zg8th Squadron, Equipment Section, 
R.A.F., S.E.A.A.F., stated that certain 
trades were held up and on rsth Septem
lber a list of these trades for which there 
was no release, including that of equip
ment assistant, was posted up; and if he 
will make inquiries into these complaints 
with a view to ending them. 
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Mr. Strachey: I believe that the age still under consideration. We have, more
and service release scheme has, in prin- over, recently been able to relax the rules 
ciple, been accepted as fair by the Service. for compassionate release to keep a small 
But, no doubt there are natural anxieties business going, and Commands have been 
amongst men overseas as to how the informed that applications of this kind that 
scheme will work out for them. But I were previously not granted may oe 
can assure my ti&_ht hon. Friend that the renewed. None the less, Class C releases 
age and service pnnciple of release will be must remain exceptional. Individual 
adhered to, and that consequently the applications are all carefully considered, 
release of men overseas will be kept in and they are granted where real distress 
step with that of men at home. Men in arising from domestic or business affairs 
early release groups are not normally can be avoided or lightened only by in
posted to distant Commands, and we shall definite release. 
certainly keep to this policy. But I know 
of no official broadcast or announcement 
such as that to which the second part of 
the Question refers. I am inquiring into 
the matter raised in the third part of the 
Question and will communicate with my 
right hon. Friend. Meanwhile, I can 
assure him there are no trades in which 
there is no release. 

Sir G. Fox asked the Under-Secretary 
of State for Air if he will give a list of 
the trades in the R.A.F. in which the 
rate of demobilisation has been retarded 
and arranged differently as between 
officers and other ranks; and whether he 
is satisfied that these decisions are in con
formity with the undertaking given by 
the late Government that no decisions of 
this kind will be taken except at Cabinet 
level. 

Mr. Strachey: With the hon. Member's 
permission I will circulate a list contain
ing full particulars in the OFFICIAL 
REPORT. As to the second part of the 
Question, the White Paper on the Re
allocation of Manpower stated clearly that 
it would be necessary in some Services to 
deal separately with the several branches, 
and possibly with trades and ranks in 
those branches, and I knmv of no under
taking such as that to which the hon. 
Member refers. 

Sir J. Melior asked the Under -Secretary 
of State for Air how many applications 
for Class C release, approved by group
commanders, have reached his Depart
ment since 8th May; how many have been 
granted; and what is the procedure in his 
Department for coming to a decision. 

Mr. Strachey: Since 8th May, 1945, 
5.930 applications for Class C release, 
approved by Group Commanders have 
been received in my Department. 1,054 
of these have been granted and 1,232 are 

Meteorological Branch (Appointments) 
Sir E. Graham-Little asked the Under

Secretary of State for Air whether, since 
activities of the R.A.F. in V/estern 
Europe after VE-Day have been greatly 
lessened, he will reduce as soon as pos
sible establishments and supernumerary 
appointments in the R.A.F. meteoro
logical branch to the strict needs of a 
peace-time service and thus release mem
bers of the R.A.F. who have been teachers 
and wish to return to their schools where 
they are urgently needed. 

Mr. Strachey: Yes, Sir. Establishments 
and appointments in the Meteorological 
Bra~ch of the Royal Air Force are being 
considerably reduced. It is not possible 
however to reduce them at once to what 
will be the peace-time level. This, as 
stated in my reply of 1oth October to my 
hon. Friend the Member for Rothwell (Mr. 
Brooks), is mainly because of the very 
heavy responsibilities of the R.A.F. in 
connection with bringing home men from 
overseas. 

Balloon Command (Aircraft Destroyed) 
Wing-Commander Hulbert asked the 

Under-Secretary of State for Air how 
many aircraft, both piloted and non
piloted, were destroyed by Balloon Com
mand between 1939 and 1945. 

Mr. Strachey: Twenty-four piloted and 
278 non-piloted aircraft were destroyed 
by R.A.F. Balloon Command between 
1939 and 1945. 

Requisitioned Properties 
Flight-Lieutenant Teeling asked the 

Under-Secretary of State for Air whether 
he can make any further statement as to 
when the Hotel Metropole, the Grand 
Hotel, the Albion Hotel and the head
quarters of R.A.F., Brighton, are likely 
to be released in view of the demand in 
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the borough o£ Brighton for their release 
and the number of suitable sites available 
elsewhere, where there is no comparable 
need for the accommodation of families. 

Mr. Strachey: As the hon. Member 
knows, the greater part of this accommo
dation is used by members of the 
Dominion Air Forces waiting for shipping 
to take them home. It is now hoped 
that shipping will become available to
wards the end of the year which will 
enable us to reduce the numbers of 
Dominion Air Force personnel now 
accommodated in Brighton. This will 
permit the release of some of the proper
ties now held on requisition. Whether 
these particular hotels will be amongst 
those released on first priority will depend 
on the result of discussions with the local 
authorities. 

Transport Services (France) 
Flight-Lieutenant Teeling asked the 

Under-Secretary of State for Air whether 
he js aware of the complaints by airmen 
returning to this country, of conditions of 
travel across France; and whether he will 
take steps in future to arrange for their 
transport by air. 

Mr. Strachey: Men returning iby land 
over this route have had uncomfortable 
journeys, but my right hon. Friend the 
Secretary of State for War is taking steps 
to improve conditions. At the same time 
I think it will be agreed that most men 
are ready to accept uncomfortable condi
tions, if by doing so they can get home 
quicker. I am afraid that it will not be 
possible to provide air transport for all 
these men, who, after all, can get back 
by rail. The transport services of the 
R.A.F. are being and will be strained to 
the uttermost by the huge task of moving 
a total of r,ooo,ooo men and women from 
all the Services over various routes during 
the next nine months. 

CROWN SERVANTS OVERSEAS (AIR 
TRAVEL) 

Wing-Commander R. Robin n asked 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the :Minis
try o£ Civil Aviation whether, in order 
to fos ter the development of the Empire 
air routes and to secure a regular pay 
load, he will consider approaching the 
Government Departments concerned and 
offering them special bulk travel rates to 

enable them to give annual home leave 
to Crown servants overseas. 

Mr. I vor Thomas: The conditions 
governing the grant of home leave for 
Crown servants serving overseas are under 
ronsideration by the Departments con
cerned. All aspects of the suggestion 
made by the hon. and gallant Member 
will be carefully examined. 

FOOD SUPPLIES 

Breaches of the Law (Official 
Inducements) 

Mr. W eitzman asked the Minister of 
Food whether he will take steps to see 
that no person engaged by his Ministry is 
employed in such a way as to induce or 
invite anyone to commit an offence. 

Sir B. Smith: It is a standing instruction 
in my Department that no pressure or 
persuasion is in any circumstances to be 
used to induce a trader to break the law, 
and my officers are aware that a serious 
view would be taken of any breach of 
these instructions. 

Brewing Sugar 
Mr. J. Hudson asked the Minister of 

Food what tonnage of sugar, glucose or 
substitutes thereof were used by the 
brewers in the year ended 30th September, 
r939; and what amount of the same 
materials he proposes to permit them to 
use in the coming year. 

Sir B. Smith: The tonnage of sugars, 
including glucose, used by brewers for the 
year ended 30th September, r939, was 
gg,ooo tons. The amount to be released 
in the coming year will depend to some 
extent on the sugar supply position and 
the malt situation and has not yet been 
decided. 

Ice Cream 
Wing-Commander R. Robinson asked 

the Minister of Food what has been the 
result of his conversations with the trade 
associations concerned as regards the 
practicability of imposing by regulation a 
minimum standard of quality for ice 
cream. 

Sir B. Smith: Discussion is proceeding 
on the question of a minimum standard 
to be prescribed for ice cream when the 
trade have free access to ingredients in
cluding milk. As I announced on 4th 
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September, I have decided not to lay 
down a standard for this commodity at 
the present time. 

Fish Supplies (Wastage) 
Mr. Henderson Stew art asked the Minis

ter of Food if he is a ware that prime 
quality white fish is still being thrown 
back into the sea on account of disputes 
regarding prices fixed by his Ministry; 
and what steps he is taking to avoid 
this loss of good food. 

Sir B. Smith: Comparatively small 
quantities of fish were thrown back into 
the sea on four occasions during recent 
weeks. In all cases, the fish was small 
and of such inferior condition that it did 
not find a market at prices which the 
fishermen were willing to accept; in no 
case was the dumping due to disputes 
over the maximum prices prescribed by 
my Department. While I am ready to 
consid~r any practicable step to avoid the 
least waste of food, I am doubtful whether 
special measures to deal with occasional 
landings of fish of poor quality would 
be justified or effective. 

IUiik Retailers (Customer's Choice) 
Mr. De la Bere asked the Minister of 

Food whether, in view of the fact that 
household consumers may now select, at 
the time of re-registration, a different 
grocer and butcher, he can now state 
what relaxations he has been able to 
arrange whereby the household consumer 
can purchase, and have delivered, milk 
from the dairy of his own choice. 

Flieht-Lieutenant Teeling asked the 
l\lini:ter of Food whether, as the Brighton 
and Hove area was the last to come under 
the Milk Zone Scheme, because of the 
difficulty of arranging the zoning and the 
strong local opposition, as that opposition 
still continues and it is now easier for 
delivery vans to be used, he will consider 
releasing this area from the ~filking Zone 
Scheme immediately. 

Sir B. Smith: I would refer the hon. 
Members to the reply which was given to 
the hon. Member for Dumfries (Major 
Macpherson) on 23rd August. The con
sultations with the trade have now com
menced, and I am considering, with them, 
whet.he~ some relaxation of the present 
restnctlons on consumers in their choice 
of dairymen can be made without a sub
stantial reduction in the economies at 
present being secured by retail rationalisa-

tion. Consultations are in progress but I 
am not yet able to make any statement 
on the subject. 

Special Diets 
Mr. Lip son asked the Minister of Food 

if he is a ware that under existing regula
tions sufferers from diabetes and tubercu
losis are unable to obtain the eggs which 
their doctors have prescribed for them; 
and if he will issue fresh regulations giving 
more consideration to the diets recom
mended to patients by their own doctors. 

Sir B. Smith: I am advised that the 
present allowances of foodstuffs for 
diabetic and tuberculous patients are ade
quate for their needs. I could only allow 
them extra eggs at the expense of other 
members of the community, some of 
whom are suffering from complaints for 
which eggs are a necessity and I should 
not feel justified in doing this during the 
present period of general shortage of food
stuffs. In the circumstances I am afraid 
I cannot provide diabetic and tuberculous 
patients with extra eggs prescribed for 
them by their own doctor. 

Salt 
Mr. Hogg asked the Minister of Food 

what is the explana1ion of the shortage 
of salt in Oxford and elsewhere. 

Sir B. Smith: I would refer the hon. 
Member rto the reply which I gave yester
day to the hon. Member for Sutton Cold
field (Sir J. Melior). 

Flour 
Mr. Turton asked the Minister of Food 

whether he will now permit the manu
facture of self-raising flour by country 
millers, who did not manufacture this 
flour prior to the war, and thereby save 
the waste of rt:ransport involved in the 
present system. 

Sir B. Smith: While packaging materials 
have been in short supply new manu
facturers and packers of self-raising flour 
whether situated in town or country 
have not been licensed. The matter is 
fre.quently ur~der review and when pack
agmg matenal is freely available the 
question will be reconsidered. I am nOft 
aware that when all the circumstances are 
~aken into account, the present system 
mvolves any waste of transport. 
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p~rmits, announced on 30th September, 
w11l ease the congestion experienced at 
the Pas5:port Office. These measures, I 
hope, will aid both the public and the 
overworked staff. 

EUROPE (BRITISH FOOD SUPPLIES) 

Sir T. 1\ioore asked the Minister of 
Food how much food in tons and by types 
has been sent from Britain 'to Europe 
since the policy of Lend-lease was ·ter
minated. 

Sir B. Smith: Information on this sub
ject is being assembled, and I will have 
it circulated in the Official Report as soon 
as it is available. 

GREECE (BRITISH POLICE 
MISSION) 

Major Wilkes asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs what powers of 
dismissing colla!borationist officers of rthe 
Greek police and Gendarmerie are 
possessed by the British Police Mission to 
Greece; and whether the Mission has as 
yet made any recommendation as to the 
fitness of Colonel Evert, Chief of the 
Athens police, to continue in his office. 

Mr. Bevin: By agreement wi1h the 
Greek Government, rthe British Police 
Mission have full powers of organisation 
and administration in the Greek Police 
Force and Gendarmerie, including such 
questions as appointments, promotions 
and transfers, but ultimate responsibiltity 
rests with the Greek Government. Under 
the V arkiza Agreement special purge 
councils have been esta:blished; rt:heir func
tion is to review 1he records of officers 
and men in 1the Police and Gendarmerie. 
I understand that in the case of Colonel 
Evert as a result of their ,investigations 
this officer was exonerated. 

PASSPORT OFFICE (EXTENSION) 
Mr. Studholme asked the Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs if he will take 
immediate steps to improve the organisa
tion and expedite the work of the Pass
port Office. 

Viscount Hinchingbrooke asked the 
Secret<ljry of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he is satisfied with the conditions 
in the Passport Office and the arrange
ments made for the reception of ap1pli
cants, or what changes are contemplated. 

Mr. Bevin: Arrangements have been 
completed to extend the Passport Office, 
and additional staff will also be provided. 
Moreover, I expect the abolition of exit 

EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS 
(HOSTILE PROPAGANDA) 

Mr. Picktborn asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs which European 
Governments are regarded by His 
Majesty's Government as determined to 
establish peace, order and democracy; 
by what methods His Majesty's Govern
ment propose to effect the policy of stamp
ing out propaganda prejudicial to such 
Governments; and how this is to be 
reconciled with the policy of ~eeing that 
all 1parties in every country have facilities 
to expTess their views. 

Mr. Bevjn: Europe is in a state of flux 
and I do not propose to divide the various 
States into categories as is suggested. His 
Majesty's Government stands for freedom 
of expression, which sometimes takes the 
form of propaganda of varying kinds. 

ATOMIC ENERGY (lNTERNATIONAL 
CONTROL) 

Mr. Warbey asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether the 
question of international control of the 
atomic bomb and of atomic energy was. 
discussed at the Council of Foreign Mini
sters recently held in London; and whether 
he has any stat,ement to make on the 
matter. 

Mr. Bevin: No, Sir. 

POLAND 
Party Organisations (Facilities) 

Mr. Pickthom asked i.he Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether the 
situation in Poland where, though a par
ticular party cannot compete in the 
elections as an independent party, its 
members can affiliate to other parties and 
so take their part, is accepted by His 
Majesty's Government as fulfilling their 
policy, that in reconstituting Europe all 
parties in every country should have faci
lities to express their views. 

Mr. Bevin: The Polish Provisional 
Government have pledged themselves to 
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His Majesty's Government and the Gov
ernments of the United States and the 
U.S.S.R. in the terms of the Crimea 
Agreement on Poland to hold '' free and 
unfettered elections as soon as possible on 
the basis of universal suffrage and secret 
ballot," in which " all democratic and 
anti-Nazi parties shall have the right to 
take part and to ~J:mt forward candidates.'' 
It is not yet clear from the information 
at my disposal that all parties .answering 
this description at present enjoy in an 
equal degree the necessary facilities for 
organising themselves, holding meetings 
and putting out publicity material through 
the Press and broadcasting. I am watch
ing the situation closely. 

Germans (Expulsions) 
1\fr. Bower asked the Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs if His Majesty's Gov
ernment has protested to the Government 
of Poland against the atrocities inflicted 
on German women and children in con
nection with their expulsion from the 
newly-occupied Polish territories m 
Eastern Germany. 

Mr. Beviln: I have urged the Polish 
Government to suspend all further expul
sion of Germans for the time being, as 
they were invited to do by His 
Majesty's Government, the United States 
Government and the Soviet Government 
after the Potsdam Conference. The Polish 
Ambassador in London recently assured 
the Foreign Office, on instructions from 
his Government, that strict orders had 
been given to stop all further expulsions 
of Germans from Polis!h-occupied territory. 

Displaced Poles (Re;patriation) 
1\fr. Stokes asked the Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs what discussions have 
been taking place at zrst Army Group 
headquarters and at Frankfurt, with re
gard to the return to Poland of soo,ooo 
diplaced Poles and Polish army units; and 
whether he is satisfied that the promise 
made to the Poles that no one should be 
forced to return to Poland against his will 
is being carried out. 

Mr. Bevin: His Majesty's Government 
initiated a conference, which took place in 
Berlin last month, and at which arrange
ments were made for the repatriation of 
Poles from the British, United States and 
French zones. At a later meeting con
cluded a few days ago the Polish and 
Soviet authorities gave their final agree-

ment to the repatriation movement start
ing eastward at once, at the rate of 
3,000 'persons per day, rising, it is hoped, 
to s,ooo daily. No one is compelled to 
make a final choice now as to whether or 
not he will avail himself of these facilities. 
Nevertheless it is understood that out of 
soo,ooo displaced Poles, 300,000 have al
ready opted to return and it is, of course, 
the earnest hope of His Majesty's Govern
ment that the conditions made available 
by the Polish Government for those who 
return will be such as to encourage the 
vast majority of Polish nationals to decide 
in favour of repatriation. 

Sir E. Graham-Little asked the Secre
tary of State for Foreign Affairs what 
measures the British authorities are taking 
in arranging for the repatriation to Poland 
of soo,ooo Polish displaced persons now 
in the British zone with special reference 
to their security when repatriated, in view 
of the measures threatened in an official 
announcement, January, 1945, issued by 
the Lublin Committee declaring the neces
sity for extirpating members of the Polish 
Home Army and followers of the Polish 
Government in London. 

Mr. ~fcNeil: As regards the repatriation 
arrangements which have so far been 
made I would refer the hon. Member to 
the reply given to~day to my hon. Friend 
the Member for Ipswich (Mr. Stokes). 
He will see that only those are being re
patriated who have expressed a wish to 
go, and are therefore presuma:bly satisfied 
as to the treatment they will receive. 

Frontiers (Final Territorial 
Settlement) 

Mr. M!lrtin asked the Secretary of State 
for Foreig:J) Affairs to what extent His 
Majesty's Government is committed to 
support at the Peace Conference the exist
ing provisional frontier between Poland 
and Germany; and whether this support 
is in any way contingent on the adoption 
by Poland and other eastern European 
States of a social and economic policy 
which is calculated to promote both the 
welfare of the inhabitants of those regions 
and the peaceful economic development of 
Europe as a whole. 

Mr. Bevin: His Majesty's Government 
are in no way committed to support the 
existing provisional arrangements at the 
Peace Conference. As regards the second 
part of the Question, the policies followed 
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by the Polish authorities in the territories 
now placed under their temporary ad
ministration will certainly influence the 
attitude which His Majesty's Government 
will adopt in any eventual discussion of 
a final territorial settlement in these 
regions. 

Polish Forces (Repatriation) 
Sir E. Graham-Littie asked the Secre

tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether, 
in .view of certain efforts, examples of 
which have been submitted to him, to 
compel members of the Polish forces in 
Germany to return to Poland against 
their will, he will give an assurance that 
no measures are being taken or will be 
taken either in this country or in any 
other areas under British command or 
occupation for the repatriation of Poles 
who do not wish to be subject to the pre
sent Government of Poland. 

Mr. McNeil: Yes, Sir. 

NORWEGIAN AND DANISH 
MINISTERS (LONDON VISITS) 

Mr. Nutting asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he is in 
a. position to make a statement regarding 
his recent conversations in London with 
the Norwegian and Danish Foreign Minis
ters. 

.~· Bcv~n: T~e Norwegian Foreign 
Mm1ster paid a visit to this country to
wards the end of August, and I was very 
glad to be able to discuss with him per
sonally on zgth August a number of mat
ters which concern our two countries. 
The p~~ish Foreign Minister happened to 
be VlSitmg London about the same time, 
the purpo:;e of his visit being partly per
sonal and partly concerned with the affairs 
of the Danish community in London. I 
natu~ally .welcomed the opportunity of 
meetmg .him on 28th August and going 
over vanous current questions with him. 
Both conversations were cordial and help
ful. 

ITALIAN PRISO~ "fER§ OF WAR 
(REPATRIATION) 

Colonel Ropner asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether, in view 
of the feeling in many parts of the country 
that Italian prisoners of war should now 
be returned to their own country, he can 

make a statement setting out the inten
tions of the Government in this connec
tion. 

Mr. Bevin: His Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom have decided in 
principle that the repatriation of Italia~ 
prisoners of war in this country to Italy 
shall begin as soon as this year's harvest 
is completed and as soon thereafter as 
transport is available. Recent develop
ments have made the shipping position 
even more difficult than hitherto, and it 
is therefore impossible to fix any definite 
~ate for the beginning of this repatria
tiOn. Nevertheless, every effort will be 
made to ensure that repatriation is started 
before the end of this year. 

SPAIN 
Arrested Politicians (British Ambassador's 

Message) 
Sir W. Smithers asked the Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs if, as his message 
on 23rd September to the British Ambas
sador to Spain concerning the arrest of 
Spanish politicians was an interference in 
the <:Jom~stic affairs of another country, 
he w1ll give the House the reasons for this 
action. 

Mr. Bevin: In the two recent cases, to 
which I assume the hon. Member is re
ferring, I first assured myself that the 
charges were of a political nature. I then 
instructed His Majesty's Ambassador in 
Madrid unofficially to emphasise to the 
Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs the 
widespread interest aroused by the arrest 
of these two men and the dismay which 
would ha•ve been evidenced had they 
been executed. I make no apology for 
my action, for \vhich there are precedents, 
and I am gratified that my representations 
were not without effect. 

Ambassadorial Representation (Ireland) 
Sir R. Ross asked the Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs whether he is aware 
that Senor Don Louis de Olivares v 
Brugueva, at a reception given in hfs 
honour by Mr. de Valera on 23rd August, 
described himself as accredited to Ireland; 
and whether he will make it clear to the 
Spanish Government that their representa
tive is not accredited to Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Bcvin: I have no information to 
confirm the first part of the Question. In 
any case, I do not consider it necessary 
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to make a communication on the subject therefore wrote the following letter to M. 
to the Spanish Government, since they are, Molotov: 
I am sure, fully aware of the relevant " Since it was decided at Potsdam that the 
distinction. question of further stages in the .wi:hdrawal 

GERMAN GESTAPO (LISTED 
BRITISH INDIVIDUALS) 

Mr. Skeffington asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whefuer in view 
of the widespread public interest in the 
announcement that the Gestapo had pre
pared a list of proscribed organisations 
and individuals in Great Britain, he will 
cause the list to be issued as a White 
Paper. 

Mr. Bevin: His Majesty's Government 
have no official knowledge of this list. 
Further inquiries, however, are being 
made. 

PERSIA 

Allied Troops (Withdrawal) 
Mr. Eden asked the Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs whether he has any 
statement to make about the withdrawal 
of Allied troops from Persia. 

Mr. Bevin: I am indebted to the right 
hon. Member for giving me the oppor
tunity of informing the House on the sub
ject. The House will remember that the 
question of Persia was discussed at Pots
dam, and that an arrangement was made 
for the immediate withdrawal of Allied 
forces from Tehran. The British with
drawal under this arrangement has now 
been almost completed, and M. Molotov 
has assured me that the decision regard
ing the withdrawal of troops from Tehran 
has been put into effect from the Soviet 
side. It was also agreed at Potsdam that 
the question of further stages in the with
drawal of Allied troops from Persia should 
be discussed at the first meeting of the 
Council of Foreign Ministers. Since Pots
dam, of course, the position has been 
changed by the ending of the Japanese 
Virar, which automatically brings into 
effect the provision of the Anglo-Soviet
Persian treaty that British and Soviet 
troops will complete their withdrawal from 
Persia withh ::i-\: :;-~c.r:t;1s. of the end of 
hostilities. 

But since the question was on the 
agenda of the Council I thought it as 
well to make His Majesty's Government's 
views on the matter quite clear, and I 

of Allied troops from Pers1a should 
be placed on the agenda of the Council 
of Foreign Ministers the situation las been 
changed by the ending of the Japanese w~r. 
Our two Governments will now be cornpletmg 
the withdrawal of their forces from Persia 
by znd March, 1946, six months after the 
signing of the Japanese Instrument of ~ur
render and, as far as the end of 011r with
drawal is concerned, all that we need do is 
to ask the Council to take note of the znd 
March, 1946, as the date :fixed. 

It seems to me, however, that s.nce our 
respective forces in Persia have completed 
the war-time tasks for which they were sent 
to Persia, our Governments might well see if 
they could not do something to satisfy the 
Persian Government's natural desire to see 
as much of its territory as possible freed as 
soon as possible from the presence of foreign 
forces. 

I therefore propose to suggest, when the 
question comes up at the Council of Foreign 
Ministers, that our ·two Governmertts shall 
agree that by the middle of December, 1945, 
their respective forces shall be -vithdrawn 
from the whole of Persia except that British 
forces may remain until the znd March, 1946, 
in the sourthern oil area to the south of, and 
including, Andimishk, and that Sovht forces 
may remain until the znd March, 1946, in 
Azarbaijan. I should propose exceptmg from 
this arrangement the minimum administrative 
staffs necessary for disposing of military 
installations; these staffs could rema:n where 
there are such installations until they had 
arranged for their disposal; they would, of 
course, be withdrawn Uke our other jorces by 
the znd March, 1946. I have thougH it well 
to let you know in advance of my intention 
to put forward this proposal, when the matter 
comes up at the Council of Foreign M:nisters." 

To this M. Molotov replied in the 
following letter : 

'' Thank you for informing me in your letter 
of 19th September of the British Govern
ment's attitude on the question of the witb
drawal of British and Soviet troops from Iran. 
I must in turn inform you that the decision 
of the Berlin Three Power Conferenc; regard
ing the withdrawal of troops from Teheran has 
already been put into effect from the Soviet 
side. As regards the complete withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Iran, the s~)Viet Govern
ment, as you are aware, take the 'view that 
this withdrawal of troops should be effected 
within the period laid down in the Anglo
Soviet-Iranian Treaty. If necessary, the plan 
for the :final withdrawal of Soviet and British 
troops from Iran could be discussed between 
us towards the end of the said period. The 
Soviet Government, accordingly, see no need 
for this question to be discussed in the Council 
of Foreign Ministers." 

As a result of this exchange of letters 
which underlined the intention of both 
British and Soviet Governments to stand 
by their treaty obligations to Pers:a, when 



247 Written Answers IO OCTOBER 1945 Written Answers 

the qrestion came up before the Council 
on 221d September M. Molotov and 1 
inforrred the Council that the exchange of 
letters had taken place. The Council 
took rote of the fact that letters on this 
matter had been exchanged between us 
and ageed that in view of this there was 
no necssity for the question of the with
drawal of troops from Iran to be dis
cussed and that the item should there
fore bt removed from the Agenda of the 
ConfeBnce. 

In a further letter I wrote to M. Molotov 
as folbws: 

" I an glad that we have reached so cordial 
understmding on the question of the with
drawal of Allied troops from Persia, about 
which J wrote to you on September 19th ahd 
you re1lied on September zoth. I am sorry 
that, cwing to a doubt in the translation, 
there vas some misunderstanding about the 
intentim of your letter. The difference in 
languag: certainly creates problem& for us.* 

My <olleagues were pleased to learn from 
me of ne complete agreement between us as 
to the late by which Allied troops should be 
withdrcwn, that is, by March 2nd, 1946, six 
months after the signing of the .Japanese sur
render m September znd, 1945· His Majesty's 
Governnent are issuing a direction to the 
British militaJry authorities accordingly.'' 

M. liolotov then replied : 
" I an glad that the letter which I sent 

you on zoth September has given you satis
faction. I would like to tell you once again 
that in the case of the Soviet Government 
the qustion of withdrawing troops from Iran 
did notin general constitute a special problem, 
inasm u<h as there is a treaty which makes 
provisim for it. I would ask you to bear in 
mind ·hat the Soviet Government attach 
exceptimal importance to the strict fulfilment 
o£ oblig:~.tions undertaken." 

* Thc:re was a misunderstanding owing to 
the Rusian text of l\1. Molotov's first letter 
being tan slated to read '' on the expi.ry,'' 
wh~'reas the correct translation was " .towards 
the end'' 

EUROPE (DISPLACED PERSONS) 
Ml·. Long den asked the Secretary of 

State :br War what the British adminis
tration is now doing to implement the 
humantarian principles of the Potsdam 
Agreenent with regard to the transfer of 
populaions and to end the suffering which 
has bem inflicted on large numbers of Ger
man ptople, particularly women and chil
dren, hrough separation of families, lack 
of sheter and inadequate provision of 
food; ar:1d when this state of things is likely 
to end 

Mr. 3ellenger: Following on the recom
menda1ions of the Potsdam Conference, 

the Control Commission in Germany were 
instructed to examine the problem from 
the point of view of equitable distribution 
of transferred Germans among the several 
zones. The Control Commission have 
been asked to complete their report with 
the greatest possible speed, and in the 
meantime it has been suggested to the 
Governments mainly concerned that 
further expulsion should be suspended. 
The Germans already transferred are 
almost entirely outside the British zone 
and are therefore not subiect to the con
trol of the British authorities. 

Flying-Officer Lever asked the Secre
tary of State for War if he is aware that 
displaced persons_who are Jews are, in 
many cases, compelled to live in camp 
with Nazis, who, because of their political 
records have refused to return to their 
homes; and if he will take immediate steps 
to remedy this position. -· 

Mr. Bellenger: I am informed that no 
instances are known of displaced persons, 
Jewish or otherwise, in the British zone in 
Germany, being compelled to live in 
camps with Nazis of any description. 

Flying-Officer Lever asked the Secre
tary of State for War if he is aware of the 
conditions of extr;eme hardship under 
which displaced persons in camps in the 
British zone of Germany are living; and 
if he will at once take steps to provide 
warm clothing and improved living con
ditions for these people in view of the ap
proach of winter. 

Mr. Bellengcr: I am unable to accept 
the suggestion that displaced persons in 
the British zone in Germany are living in 
conditions of extreme hardship. Every
thing possible is being done to ensure that 
living conditions are as good as is practic
able. The provision of warm clothing for 
the winter is receiving special attention. 

Flying-Officer Lever asked the Secretary 
of State for War if he will consider taking 
action, similar to that found necessary by 
President Truman in the American zone, 
to ensure that measures ordered for the 
welfare of displaced persons are, in fact, 
carried into effect. 

Mr. Bellenger: I am satisfied that every
thing is being done in the British zone in 
Germany to ensure that our own policy, 
namely, that the best living conditions 
consistent with available resources are 
provided for displaced persons, is carried 
into effect. 
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POLISH AND BRITISH FORCES 
(DISPUTES) 

Sir W. Smithers asked the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
his attention has been called to serious 
breaches of the peace between members of 
the Polish and British Forces at Okehamp
ton and at Peebles; and what action has 
been taken to avoid a recurrence. 

Mr. Lawson: I have been asked to reply. 
Yes, Sir. After investigating both cases 
I am satisfied that there is no reason to 
anticipate any recurrence of these unfortu
nate incidents, either at Okehampton or 
Peebles. 

ROAD BLOCK DEMOLITIONS 
Sir W. Smithers asked the Minister of 

War Transport if he is aware that the 
demolition of road blocks by dynamite 
has caused damage to property in the 
West Wickham area of Kent; and to 
whom the sufferers can apply for com
pensation. 

lUr. Lawson: I have been asked to reply. 
As I have informed the hon. Member by 
letter, the demolition in question was 
carried out by contractors employed by 
the local residents and not by the War 
Department. Applications for compensa
tion should, therefore, be made to the 
contractors, who, it is understood, have 
accepted responsibility and are repairing 
the damage. 

EUROPEAN POSTAL SERVICES 
Mr. Martin asked the Assistant Post

master-General what prospects there are 
of postal services to Germany and other 
central European countries being restored 
at an early date. 

Mr. Burke: Normal postal communica
tion with Germany and Austria will be 
resumed as soon as the Allied Control 
Commissions .give authoTity: but they 
must first be satisfied that the necessary 
transport and other facilities are avail
able, and I cannot indicate at present 
when this will be. Meanwhile, limited 
postal services may 'be esta'blished for the 
'benefit of displaced persons and prisoners 
of war. The resumption of communica
tion with Hungary also awaits the 
authority of the Allied Control Commis
sion in that country, 'but I am hopeful 

that a postal service from the United 
Kingdom will !be in operation shortly. The 
only other European country to which 
there is no postal service is Albania, to 
which a service will be established on 
the completion of .the necessary adminis
trative arrangements with the Albanian 
Post Office. 

SMOLENSK MASSACRES 
(PUNISHMENT) 

Sir E. Graham-Little asked the Secre
tary of State for Foreign Affairs :whether 
the British Government, in its campaign 
against war criminals, will enlist the sup
port of the Russian Government in bring
ing before an international tribunal those 
responsible for the massacre of 10,000 
Polish officers in the neighbourl.ood of 
Smolensk in 1943. 

Mr. lUcNeil: The hon. Member is 
doubtless referring to the murder of 
'between 10,000 and 12,000 Polish 
prisoners, most of whom were officers, in 
the Forest of Katyn, near Srnolensk. 
which was first announced to the world 
in ApYil of 1943, although the actual 
murders must have taken place many 
months previously. As the victims were 
of Polish nationality and the site of crime 
is on Soviet soil, and having regar:i to the 
terms of the Three-Power Declaration 
~ssued at Moscow on 1st November, 1943, 
It would be difficult and inappropriate 
for His Majesty's Government to take the 
initiative in this matter. 

The following is the relevant extract 
from the Moscow Declaration: 
'' . . . those German officers and men and 
mem bers of the Nazi pa rty who hGve been 
responsible for or paye taken a consenting 
part in the above atrocities, massa~res and 
executions \vill be sent back to the countries 
in which their abominable deeds were done 
in order that they may be judged and 
punished according to the laws of these liber
ated countries and of the free Governments 
which will be erected therein." 

NATIONAL FINANCE 

Postal Cha1·ges 
Major Beamish asked the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer whether he can promise a 
reduction to pre-war rates in the cost of 
postage in the near future. 

Mr. Dalton: I cannot anticipate my 
next Budget statement. 
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Purchase Tax 
Mr. ~parks asked the Chancellor of the 

Exchecper whether he will, when framing 
his neJ<t Budget, consider abolishing the 
33-! pe· cent. Purchase Tax at present 
levied m spring interior mattresses. 

Mr. Dalton: I will certainly consider 
my hor. Friend's suggestion. 

GLRMAN LOANS (BRITISH 
INVESTORS) 

Sir V. Smithers asked the Chancellor 
of the ~xchequer whether he is now able 
to statt what is the position of British 
subject who invested their money in 
Germar sterling loans; and will he take 
steps t. ensure that the claims of these 
pre-wa1 bondholders will not be subordi
nated t. reparations. 

Mr. )alton: I cannot add anything to 
the anMTer which I gave to the hon. 
1embe· on 23rd August. 

BUHNESS PREMISES (RENTS) 
Mr. ~iratin asked the President of the 

Board )f Trade, in view of the shortage 
of offics and small workshops available 
for lettng in London; what steps he is 
prepard to take to protect existing occu
piers of office and workshop accommoda
tion fran being ejected by their landlords 
a!ter lmg .periods of tenancy unless con
sideraby mcreased rents are paid. 

Mr. J.llis Smith: There are at present no 
powers to control rents of business 
pr~mis6, and we are not satisfied by any 
ev1denc that has come to our notice that 
we shotld be justified in seeking the neces
sary po.vers of control. 

GOV~R MENT DEPARTMENTS 
(!UBLIC INFORMATION) 

Sir (. Fox asked the Prime Minister 
whethe1 he will give an assurance that 
instructons will now be given to all 
Departnents to ensure that as much in
formatim will be made available by them 
to the lress for the benefit of the public, 
as befo:e the commencement of war. 

The 1rime Minister: I doubt the need 
for any general instruction. I am sure 
that DeJartments are aware of the desir
ability ~f providing as much information 

as possible for the benefit of the public. 
Subject always to current manpower, 
printing, and paper shortages, special 
attention is being given to the resumption 
of the publication of statistics. 

ROYAL NAVY 
)1essrs. S. G. Brown, Ltd. 

Mr. Sparks asked the First Lord of the 
Admiralty whether Messrs. S. G. Brown, 
Limited, of Victoria Road, Acton, W.3, 
which is owned by the Government, is to 
continue to be owned by the Government. 

Mr. Alexander: The future of this com
pany is under consideration, but I am 
not yet able to say what the ultimate 
decision will be. 

Missing Prisoners of War 
Commander Marsden asked the First 

Lord of the Admiralty the number of 
officers and of men of the Royal Navy 
and reserve forces who were known to 
have been in prisoner-of-war camps in 
Germany and who are now unaccounted 
for. 

Mr. Alexander: One officer, one rating 
and one Corporal, R.M. Inquiries are 
still proceeding. 

Demobilisation 
Captain Bullock asked 1the First Lord 

of the Admiralty for wha't reasons his 
Department is releasing civil servants 
who joined the Navy under Class B on 
condition that they return to Admiralty 
Civil Service; and what steps were taken 
to co-ordinate this arrangement with the 
demobilisation scheme as a whole. 

lUr. Alexander: The hon. and gallant 
Member doubtless has in mind the trans
fer to reserve of a number of men who 
were Admiralty Civil Servants when they 
joined the Navy ,in order that they might 
carry out urgent civilian work under 1the 
Admiralty. These man were required 
~o meet a critical situation in .the staffing 
of vital services, particularly in connec
tion with ~the Paoific Fleet. These 
arrangements, which are no longer in 
operation in view of the ending of the 
war in 'the Far East, were not part of the 
general demobilisation scheme, and were, 
in fact decided upon many months ago. 
The men concerned are liable to recall rto 
Jthe Navy at any moment should circum
stances require. 
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Mr. Lips-on asked the First Lord of the Dungeness (Fi§hing Obstructions) 
Admiralty if he is aware of the demand Mr. E. P. Smith asked the First Lord 
made 1by naval personnel that on demobi- of the Admiralty whether he is aware that 
lisation they should receive foreign ser- there are still four Pluto buoys moored 
vice leave with pay as do members of the off Dungeness roadstead, in the East Bay, 
other Forces; and if he will take steps as well as other war-time obstructions 
to amend the existing regulations to make which are __ preventing herring fishing; and 
tthis possible. if he will see that they are cleared before 

Mr. Alexander: Yes, Sir. The posi-
tion to which the hon. Members refers 
has resulted from the improved condi
tions under which .foreign service leave 
is now granted to rt:he Army and the Royal 
Air Force. Proposals to adjust this 
situation have already !been formulated 
and are being actively considered by the 
Departments concerned. 

Prize Money 

Mr. Touche asked !the F,irst Lord of 
the Admiralty whether naval personnel 
who were transferred from the R. N. to 
rthe Army in the latter part of 1944 are 
entitled to receive any prize money. 

Mr. Alexander: I am not yet in a posi
tion to add anything to 1the reply which 
was given to the hon. and gallant Member 
for South Paddington (Vice-Admiral 
Taylor) on zznd February last. The 
matter is one that concerns a number of 
other Departments !besides the Admiralty 
and inquiries have taken longer !than pre
viously expected. 

H.M.S. " Vanguard " (Explosion) 

Mr. Hogg asked the First Lord of the 
Admiralty whether he has any statement 
to make about the explosion in H.M.S. 
''Vanguard.'' 

Mr. Alexander: Two men were killed 
and a third who was seriously injured has 
since died as a result of this tragic occur
rence. Damage to the ship was only 
superficial. It has now been established 
beyond reasonable doubt that the ex
plosion was caused by explosive methane 
gas which was being evolved owing to the 
sediment in the bottom of the basin in 
which the ship was afloat, and had en
tered certain compartments of the ship. 
The firm concerned has <!lwa ys been most 
careful in the precautions taken to pre
vent the accumulation of gases both toxic 
and inflammable. Every effort is being 
made to try and prevent the repetition of 
this kind of accident. 

the drifting season begins in October. 

Mr. Alexander: Instructions are being 
given to lift the buoys referred to by the 
hon. Member, as well as certain other 
small buoys in the area also associated 
with the Pluto pipe-line. I am not aware 
of any other war-time obstructions to fish
ing in these waters. 

Chatham Naval Barracks 
Mr. Palmer asked the First Lord of the 

Admiralty if he is now satisfied with the 
conditions at Chatham Naval Barracks. 

:Mr. Aiexander: No, Sir, but there has 
been considerable improvement in the last 
six weeks and conditions are less crowded 
than they were. A number of camps have 
been obtained for the purpose of relieving 
the over-crowding and others are being 
brought into use as quickly as possible. 

Royal Marine Police (War Gratuities) 
Viscount Hinchingbr~oke asked the 

First Lord of the Admiralty on what 
ground the R.M.P. (Special Re8erve) are 
excluded from the War Gratuities Scheme. 

Mr. Alexander: As stated by the former 
Prime Minister in the House of Commons 
on 8th March, 1945, the Government, 
after considering all the classes of the 
community analogous to Service person
nel to whom war gratuities should be 
given, decided that this benefit should 
be extended, on a reduced scale, to cer
tain members of the Civil Defence 

.Services where remuneration throughout 
the war had been related to Army rates 
of pay. The Royal Marine Police Special 
Reserve is a force of civilian police whose 
JPay is not, and never has been, related 
to ATmy rates. It is regretted that the 
Reserve is, therefore, not eligible for war 
gratuities. 

Stu.dland Training Area 
Viscount Hinchingbrooke asked the 

First Lord of the Admiralty what decision 
has been arrived at in regard to the 
future of the Studland training area now 
under Admiralty requisition. 
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Mr. Alexander: The Admiralty has no 
further requirement for the Studland 
training area, but before the area can be 
de-requisitioned, it will be necessary to 
dear it of any unexploded missiles. This 
will be done with as little delay as poss
ible but it may be some time before the 
area is completely safe. 

MALAYA: NEW CONSTITUT ONAL 
MEASURES 

Mr. G. Brown asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he can 
make a statement on future Malayan 
policy. 

Mr. George Hall: Yes, Sir. His 
Majesty's Government have given careful 
consideration to the future of Malaya and 
the need to promote the sense of unity 
and common citizenship which will de
velop the country's strength and capacity 
in due course for self -government within 
the British Commonwealth. Our policy 
will call for a constitutional union of 
Malaya and for the institution of a 
Malayan citizenship which will give equal 
citizenship rights to those who can claim 
Malaya to be their homeland. For these 
purposes fresh agreements will need to be 
arranged with the Malay State Rulers, 
and fresh constitutional measures for the 
Straits Settlements. I should make it 
clear that the British character and British 
citizenship attaching to all the present 
Settlements will not be affected by the 
constitutional measures we have in mind. 

The Malayan Union will consist of the 
ine States in the Ivialay Peninsula and 

of the two British Settlements of Penang 
and Malacca. The Settlement of Singa
lPOre at this stage requires separate con
stitutional treatment and in view of its 
special economic and other interests pro
~ision will be made for it to be constituted 

s a separate Colony. His Majesty's 
Government are, however, well aware of 
he many ties between Singapore and the 

ainland, and that these ties may well 
ork towards ultimate union. This will 
e a matter for the Governments of the 
alayan Union and Singapore to consider 

m due course. 

The peoples of the Settlement of Penang 
with Province Wellesley) and Malacca 
ill lose none of their rights as British 

itizens, and it is as British Settlements, 
with their own appropriate institutions of 
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local government no l~ss than those in the 
States, that Penang and Malacca will form 
part of the Malayan Union. His Majesty's 
Government have carefully considered the 
new constitutional measures necessary for 
the political, economic and social advance
ment of Malaya, and have decided that 
fresh Agreements with the several Malay 
Rulers need first to be arranged which 
will enable His Majesty to possess and 
exercise full jurisdiction in the Malay 
States. Sir Harold MacMichael has 
accordingly been appointed to visit 
Malaya as a Special Representative of His 
Majesty's Government to arrange Agree
ments with the Rulers for this purpose. 
When His Majesty possesses jurisdiction, 
it is intended by Order in Council to con
stitute the Malayan Union. 

There will also be created a Malayan 
Union citizenship, for which the qualifica
tions will be birth in Malaya or a suitable 
period of residence. They will be citizens 
of Malaya, with all the rights and obliga
tions which that term implies. No one 
must rely upon past privilege, or regard 
Malaya simply as a source of material 
wealth. While it is to the advantage of 
all the world and not only Malaya that the 
production of her mineral and agricultural 
resources should be restored and de
veloped by industry and research, it is 
right that the Malayan people should be 
assured of their full share in the rewards 
of their industry and should be able to 
feel the country's wealth reflected in their 
own standard of life. 

COLONIAL EMPIRE 
(AGRICULTURAL INSURANCE) 

Mr. Sorensen asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he will con
sider the introduction of insurance schemes 
for agricultural crops in the Colonies to 
save colonial peoples from loss and ruin 
following natural misfortune such as hurri
cane and cyclone. 

Mr. George Hall: Yes, Sir; I am con
sidering how far it may be practicable to 
introduce such schemes as are suggested. 

WEST INDIES (DEVELOPMENT OF 
WELFARE, REPORT) 

Mr. Sorensen asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies when the Report 
on the West Indies Development and 

B 
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Welfare Commission will be made avail- duction of WX and OS sizes of women's 
able; and whether he will arrange for utility clothing and corsets. But if my 
such reports to be published at frequent hon. and gallant Friend has in mind any 
intervals. special difficulties of individual manufac

turers, I am prepared to look into them. 
The supply of outsizes should improve 
progressively as more material and labour 
become available for textile and footwear 
production. 

Mr. George Hall: The Report of the 
Comptroller for Development and Wel
fare in the West In dies for the years 
1943-44 was published on 4th October. 
It is the intention that such Reports should 
be published at regular intervals. 

EAST AFRICA (LABOUR 
CONDITIONS) 

Mr. Sorensen asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what progress has 
been made with workmen's compensation 
legislation in Kenya; and when the Orde
Browne Report on East African la1:-our 
conditions will be published. 

Mr. George Hall: Workmen's compen
sation is now engaging the attention of 
the Kenya Government, and I am a.skin;; 
the Governor to report when he expects 
to be able to proceed with legislation. As 
regards the second part of the Question, 
the Report will go to the printers this 
month. 

TRADE AND COMMERCE 

East Anglia ' (Trade Resources) . 
Mr. E. Granville asked the President of 

the Board of Trade if, in allocating facili
ties for increasing export trade, he will 
consider the special claims of East Anglia, 
particularly with regard to unused factory 
areas, materials and man-power. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: Yes, Sir. Every effort 
is being made to ensure that all available 
resources are used for the development of 
our home and export trades. 

Women's Clothing (Outsizes) 
Lieutenant Hughes asked the President 

of the Board of Trade what further steps 
he is considering to assist and encourage 
manufacturers to meet the shortage of 
WX and OS sizes of women's utility 
clothing, corsets and footwear; and 
whether he can give any assurances of an 
early improvement in the position. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: I have no evidence of 
any exceptional scarcity in the larger sizes 
of footwear, and I cannot usefully 
improve on the general arrangements at 
present in operation to encourage the pro-

Footwear 
Mr. John Thomas asked the President 

of the Board of Trade whether he is 
aware of the great difficulty experienced 
in obtaining women's and children's shoes; 
if the best grades are still being manu
factured solely for export; and when does 
he expect to be able to announce an in
crease in the quantity of children's and 
women's shoes for the home market to
gether with a substantial improvement in 
their quality. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: Yes, Sir, I am a ware 
of the difficulties, which are common to 
all classes of footwear. I am doing all I 
can to enable production to be increased, 
and I hope that the steps which have been 
taken to speed up the return of labour to 
the footwear industry will shortly begin to 
produce a general improvement in sup
plies. Exports of footwear are still limited 
to what is required to meet the essential 
needs of certain Empire countries and 
account for a very small percentage of 
total production. 

Duty Free Gift Parcels 
Sir W. Smithers asked the President of 

the Board of Trade what is, since peace 
was declared, the number of cigarettes 
which are being sent abroad duty free; 
and what steps he is taking, in collabora
tion with the Service Departments, to pre
vent these duty-free cigarettes being sold 
to citizens of foreign countries. 

1\lr. Ellis Smith: The concession of duty
free gift parcels to troops overseas was 
withdrawn on rzth September, except for 
gift parcels to members of the Forces 
serving in H.J\1. ships and in the Far 
East. The number of cigarettes sent 
abroad since the cessation of hostilities 
could only be ascertained at the expense 
of much time and labour in the Depart
ments concerned which I do not think 
would be justified. 

Statistics 
Sir W. Smithers asked the President of 

the Board of Trade if he will publish the 
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weekly figures of British imports and ex
ports by countries. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: Weekly figures are not 
compiled, and, with the great fluctuations 
which take place from week to week in 
the movement of goods, publication of 
weekly figures would not be of value. 

Utility Cloth (Distribution) 
Lieut. ·Commander G. Williams asked 

the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that many clothing 
manufacturers who are not members of 
nucleus groups are unable to obtain 
sufficient cloth of any kind in exchange 
for the coupons obtained through sales of 
clothing at their shops; whether he can 
give any indication as to how much longer 
the present system is to continue and what 
modifications he proposes. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: No, Sir. A propor
tion of the utility cloth is set aside for 
manufacturers who are not members of 
nucleus groups, and non-utility cloth is 
not distributed under any allocation 
scheme. The present system will be re
viewed as soon as an improvement in 
supplies will permit. 

Business Firms (Changed Addresses) 
Sir W. Smiles asked the President of 

the Board of Trade if he is aware that 
firms in Northern Ireland are having diffi
culty in getting in touch with companies in 
England who have left their old addresses 
during the war; and if he will consider 
broadcasts asking companies who have 
left their old addresses to make their new 
addresses known to their old clients. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: The difficulty to which 
the hon. and gallant Member refers is 
not peculiar to Northern Ireland, and I 
a.m considering suitable methods of calling 
the attention of firms to this matter. 

Factory (Release) 

Mr. Sparks asked the President of the 
Board of Trade when he will be able to 
release the Carltona Factory, Victoria 
Road, Willesden, at present only used for 
the storage of furniture, so that it can be 
used for food production purposes. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: The release of these 
premises has been engaging my attention 
and, with the aid of the new arrangements 
for expediting derequisitioning, I hope to 
see the factory returned to the owners 
within two months. 
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UNDELIVERED . CIGARETTES AND 
TOBACCO (SALE) 

Sir J. Melior asked the President of the 
Board of Trade why he approved the sale 
by the manufacturers, for the benefit of 
charities, of undelivered duty-free parcels 
of tobacco and cigarettes, addressed to 
British prisoners of war in Germany, 
without any refund being offered to the 
individuals who ordered the parcels to be 
dispatched. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: At the end of the 
European war many parcels could not, 
for obvious reasons, be delivered, and the 
only satisfactory way of dealing with them 
was to sell the parcels back to the manu
facturers and to hand the proceeds to Com
mittees of Service Comforts Funds. Due 
notice of this intention was given in the 
Press by the Council of Tobacco Manu
facturers and no objections were raised. 
In the majority of cases it would have 
been extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
to trace the original consignors. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

New Indus~ 
Dr. Little asked the President of the 

Board of Trade whether, in the case of 
the closing of war factories or their re
moval to other centres in Northern 
Ireland, he will provide alternative em
ployment through the establishment of 
new industries in these areas. 

Mr. Ellis Smith: Yes, Sir, the attention 
of industrialists is being drawn to t-he 
facilities available in Northern Ireland; 
and arrangements have already been 
made to turn over those Government
owned factories, which have become sur
plus tG requirements, to selected contrac
tors for peacetime industry. 

Demobilisation 
Dr. 'Little asked the Minister of Labour 

what arrangements have been made for 
the early demobilisation of those who 
volunteered for the services from Northern 
Ireland. 

Mr. Isaacs: Volunteers from Northern 
Ireland, like other members of the Armed 
Forces, will be released in order of age 
and length of service. If a particular in
dividual is a key specialist urgently re
quired for reconstruction work it is open 

B2 
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to the Government of Northern Ireland 
to apply for his release in Class B in 
advance of his normal turn. 

Travel and Exit Permits 
Colonel Erroll asked the Secretary of 

State for the Home Department why in
tending travellers to Northern Ireland are 
still required to complete Form P, Appli
cation for grant of travel permit card or 
exit permit; and if exit permits cannot 
be entirely dispensed with, whether the 
application form will be simplified. 

Mr. Ede: Form P was originally in
tended as a combined form on which 
applications could be made for a travel 
permit card or exit permit or .both. Exit 
permits for Ireland were abolished shortly 
after VE Day, but e{Cisting stocks of Form 
P continued to be used up pending the 
introduction of a simplified form which is 
now in use. The new form asks for only 
those particulars necessary for the issue 
of a travel identity card, by which name 
the old travel permit card will henceforth 
be known. 

CIVIL DEFENCE (WAR 
GRATUITIES) 

Sir W. Smithers asked the Minister of 
Labour whether, in assessing war !bonuses 
and war gratuities, particularly on de
mobilisation, and pensions, he will take 
into account the service rendered by men 
and women engaged in C.D., especially 
if they were conscripted before they 
joined the Armed Forces of the Crown, 
such as fiTemen, bomb disposal, rescue 
squads and police. 

Mr. Isaacs: All men and women who 
have served for six months or more since 
3rd September, 1939, in a whole-time 
paid capacity in the Auxiliary Police or 
Auxiliary Fire Services or in the Civil 
Defence General Services qualify for a 
war gr~tuity in addition .to any gratuity 
for ~h1~h they may qualify by virtue of 
service m the Armed Forces. 

DEFERMENT OF APPRENTICES 
(NORTH WALES) 

Mr. Goronwy Roberts asked the Minis
ter of Labour whether, in view of the lack 
of technical schools or colleges in North 
iWales, he will amend the present regula
tions governing the deferment of appren"" 

tices so as to ena'ble the District Man
power Board to accept evidence of study 
through a bona fide correspondence col
lege for the National Certificate in place 
of evidence of attendance at an estab
lished technical institution. 

Mr. lsaacs: As my hon. Friend will 
now be aware, I wrote to him on 6th 
October about this matter asking for 
details of his proposal. 

PALES TINE POLICE FORCE 
Mr. Sparks asked the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies whether he is a ware 
that men who joined the Palestine Police 
Force under a contract of service for a 
period of three years or the duration of 
the war, whichever is the shorter peTiod, 
are being compelled lby the Inspector
General of that police force to complete 
the full period of three years in contra
vention of the contract which they signed; 
and what steps he is taking to see that 
the contract is honoured. 

Mr. George Hall: I have received a 
number of complaints regarding this 
matter on which there has evidently ibeen 
a misunderstanding. There is no inten
tion of retaining these men for the full 
three years contrary to the provisions of 
their contract. 

ETHIOPIA (OIL AGREEMENT) 
Viscount Hinchingbrcokc asked the 

Minister of Fuel and Power whether His 
Majesty's Government were made aware 
of ti:-e negotiations for the so-year oil con-~ 
cesswn between the Emperor of Ethiopia 
and the Sinclair Oil Corporation before 
the conclusion. of the agreement. 

Mr. Shinwell: I would refer the Noble 
Member to the reply I gave yesterday to 
rrny hO!Il. Friend the Member for Middles
brough East (Mr. A. Edwa:rds) on ihis 
matter. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 

Ministry of Information 
Major Lloyd asked the Minister of 

In.fc:rmation what is the present cost of his 
M11rustry; and how many persons are at 
present employed. . 

Mr. E. J. VVilliams: The present rate 
of gross expenditure of the Ministry of 
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Information is estimated to be approxi- the full facts to the then Attorney-General 
mately £5,ooo,ooo a year. The number with a recommendation that the matter 
of staff employed in the United Kingdom could be properly dealt with by a caution. 
on the 30th September was 2,310, and That recommendation my right hon. and 
overseas approximately 3,000. learned predecessor approved. 

Motor-Car Priority Badges 
Sir W. Smithers asked the Minister of 

Vvar Transport if, now that the war is 
over, Ministers and officials are going to 
give up the priority badges displayed on 
their motor-cars. 

Mr. Barnes: Yes, Sir. 

INDIAN ARMY (OFFICER'S 
TRANSFER) 

Sir J. Melior asked the Under-Secretary 
of State for India when Captain E. W. 
Morrel, having beencommi::s:oned without 
option into the Indian Army, applied for 
retransfer to the British service; when 
G.H.Q., India, dispatched his applica
tion to the War Office; whether he is 
aware 1:hat on 25th September the War 
Office had not received it; and what steps 
he has taken to trace it. 

Mr. A. Henderson: This officer's appli
cation, which was dated 23rd April, 1945, 
was forwarded to the War Office by 
G.H.Q., India, on 23rd June, 1945, and 
I understand that the War Office have 
now arranged for his transfer to the 
British Service with effect from 1st 
October, 1945. 

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD 
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY 

Sir J. Melior asked the Attorney
General if he will state the facts upon 
which the Director of Public Prosecu
tions drew the attention of the Manchester 
and Salford Co-operative Society to the 
provisions of the Corrupt Practices Act. 
1854; and on what grounds it was decided 
that a corrupt or illegal practice had been 
committed by the society. 

The Attorney-General: To state pub
licly the facts taken into consideration by 
th2 Director of Public Prosecutions in 
arriving at a decision in an individual case 
would, in my view, constitute an undesir
able departure from accepted practice. In 
answer to the second part of the Question, 
a formal Opinion from the Law Officers 
was not asked for in this case, but the 
Director of Public Prosecutions reported 
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MAGISTRACY 
(MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT) 

Mr. Peter Freeman asked the Attorney
General whether he will consider the desir
ability of making Members of Parliament 
justices of the peace during their period of 
ofii.ce. 

The Attorney-General: The responsi
bility for the advice given to the Crown 
in relation to the appointment of Justices 
of the Peace, outside the Duchy of Lan
caster, rests with the Lord Chancellor. It 
has long been the practice of successive 
Lord Chancellors not to apoint M.Ps. as 
J.Ps. for the area of their own constitu
encies. Until he has 1had an opportunity 
of obtaining a general survey of the whole 
question, my Noble Friend thinks it un
desirable to depart from this practice. 

ALIENS (NATURALISATION) 
Major A. J ones asked the Secretary of 

State for the Home Department what is 
the present policy regarding the natur li
sation of aliens and in particular enemy 
and ex-enemy aliens who are refugees in 
this country. 

Mr. Ede: Naturalisation has been gener
ally suspended since June, 1940, except 
for the cases of married women who are 
eligible for readmission to British nation
ality, and a very few exceptional cases 
where the naturalisation of an alien has 
been necessary to fulfil some specific re
quirement in the national interest. 

HOTELS (VISITORS' 
REGISTRATIONS) 

Colonel Erroll asked the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department what is 
the present purpose of the registration 
forms which hotel visitors are required to 
complete in addition to entering their 
names in the visitors' book; and when will 
their use be discontinued. 

Mr. Ede: Steps are being taken to 
amend the provisions which have required 
British subjects during the war to furnish 
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certain information in addition to the 
statement of their nationality in the hotel 
register. The object of the requirement 
was to enable information to be obtained 
about all persons visiting areas regulated 
under DR. 13A, a regulation which was 
revoked on z8th September. 

EGYPT (MURDER OF LORD MOYNE) 

Sir R. Glyn asked the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs when the White Paper 
and statement will be made available to 
Parliament concerning the circumstances 
that resulted in the murder of Lord l\tioyne 
in Egypt, and indicating the assistance 
that has been, and is being, given by the 
J evvish Agency in Palestine and other 
Zionist organisations in co-operating with 
British and Egyptian police authorities to 
break up and disrupt the terrorist bodies 
th:1t were responsible for this and similar 
crimes. 

Mr. McNeil: After consideration it has 
been decided not to publish any White 
Paper or statement on these subjects. 

BORSTAL INSTITUTIONS (VISITS) 

Mr. Ayles asked the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department how many visits 
per year are permitted to a Borstal boy; 
and how many such visits have been re
ceived on an a~., erage each year by men 
imprisoned in Dartmoor. 

Mr. Ede: A youth detained in a Borstal 
institution is entitled to receive 13 visits a 
year, but the average number of visits 
paid to each person detained is about 
two a year, and the available figures do 
not suggest that the number of visits paid 
to Borstal institution is governed by the 
accessibility or otherwise of the particu
lar institution. During the first six months 
of 1945, when the daily average popula
tion was 601, 89 visits were paid to con
victs iD. Dartmoor Prison. But in any 
event the analogy between visits to young 
persons undergoing Borstal training and 
to persons sentenced to penal servitude is 
not a sound one, and no useful inference 
can be drawn from such a comparison. 

HOLLOW AY PRISON 
(GOVERNORSHIP) 

Sir E. Graham-Little asked the Secre
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether the post of governor of Hollo-

way Prison was advertised before the r~
cent appointment was made; what condi
tions as to age and qualifications were 
imposed; and how many applications were 

received. 

Mr. Ede: Fifteen and ten applications 
respectively. were received for the last 
two vacancies. All candidates must be 
registered as legally qualified to practise 
both medicine and surgery. There is no 
age limit for such posts, and though there 
is a note on the form of application to 
the effect that candidates under 30 years 
of age. are preferred, both the successful 
candidates were, in fact, over 30. 

.( i J .BILLS PRESENTED 

WATER (SCOTLAND) BILL, 

'' to make provision for the conservation 
of water resources and for water supplies 
1in Scotl~d and for purposes connected 
therewith," presented by Mr. Westwood; 
supported by Mr. Bucbanan and Mr. Tom 
Fraser; to be read a Second time upon 
Monday next, and to be prin'ted. [Bill 
11.] 

BANK OF ENGLAND BILL, 

'' to bring the capital stock of the Bank 
of England into public ownership and 
bring the Bank under public control, to 
make provision with respect to the rela
tions between the Treasury, the Bank of 
England and other banks and for pur
poses connected with the matters afore
said," presented by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer; supported by the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Herbert Morrison and Mr. 
Glenvil Hall; to be read a Second time 
upon Monday next, and to be printed. 
[Bill 9·] 

COATBRIDGE AND SPRINGBURN ELECTIONS 

(VALIDATION) BILL, 

" to validate the election of Mrs. Jean 
M ann and John F orman, Esquire, to the 
Hou~e of Commons notwithstanding their 
holdmg the office of member of a tribunal 
under the Rent of Furnished House~ 

Control (Scotland) Act, 1943, and t~ 
indemnify t~em from any penal con
sequences which they may have incurred 
by sitting and voting as Members of that 
House," presented by the Prime Minister· 
supported by Mr. Herbert Morrison, th~ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 'the 
Attorney-General and Mr. Glenvil Hall· 
to be read a Second time to-morrow and 
to be printed. [Bill ro. J ' 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY 

NATIONAL INSURANCE 
(INDUSTRIAL INJURIES) BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

3·35 p.m. 
The Minister of National Insurance (Mr. 

James Griffiths): I beg to move " That 
this Bill be now read a Second time.'' 

It is just under a year since the White 
Paper on Social Insurance was deb<llted 
in this House. Two of the four Measures 
necessary to give effect to the scheme for 
a co:nprehensive system of social insurance 
have already reached the Statute Book. 
The first was a comparatively simple en
actment under which the Ministry of 
National Insurance was set up. The 
second was '~he Family Allowances Act, 
which was passed in •the final days of 
the last Parliament. This is the third of 
the four Bills, and it is far more involved 
than either of its two forerunners. The 
fourth •is on the way, and I am afraid I 
must warn hon. Members that the fourth 
will be even more complicated than the 
third. 

The broad principles on which the 
scheme of industrial injuries insurance is 
based were decided first by the Coalition 
Government, and were outlined in Part II 
of the White Paper to which I have 
already referred. When the White Paper 

· came up for discussion in the House there 
was general agreementt upon the new 
structure and upon the principles em
bodied in the White Paper. However, 
many of the detailed points in the scheme 
were criticised in the debates which then 
took place, and in the lighJt of the views 
expressed at that time and of various re
presentations made by both sides in in
dustry since those debates cer.tain 
modifications were introduced by the late 
Government. These were outlined in an 
Explana1:ory Memorandum issued with a 
Bill under the same title ·n June. Sub
ject to ·what I shall have to say in a 
moment or iwo the .~.1emorandum still ex
plains the provjsions of the Bill in detail, 
and I do not propose to detain the House 
w~th many deta,ils to-day, but to seek to 
outline the general provisions of this Bill 
and make it as plain and simple as I can. 
I realise that it is a Bill which will pro
foundly affect the lives of many millions 
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of people in this country. I should like 
here to pause to pay tribute to the work 
put inJto this Bill in its earlier stages by 
the Minister of National Insurance in the 
Coalition Government, who will, I know, 
be watching its progress with a fatherly 
interest from another place. 

The House will already know the main 
purpose of the Bill. It is to make com
pensation for industrial injuries a part 
of this country's social services. We want 
if we can to dispel the cloud of bitter 
feeling which has gathered round the 
subject of workmen's compensation, and 
to make these injuries a matter for settle
ment on the basis of fixed benefits to be 
paid for a fixed premium. In the debate 
on the original Workmen's Compensation 
Act of r897 Mr. J oseph Chamberlain ex
pressed this hope : 

" We have held it to be a :first principle 
as well a.s one of our :first obiects to avoid 
litigation. '' 

I need not tell the House how far we 
have failed to achieve that object. Any 
work of reference on the subject cites 
hundreds and even thousands of cases. 
In the latest edition of the familiar 
" Willis," familiar to so many of my hon. 
Friends, some 3,000 leading cases are 
listed. I believe, indeed I am confident, 
that we shall in this scheme be more 
successful than was Mr. Joseph Chamber
lain, and I am sure my hon. FriendsJ in 
the House and particularly my hon. and 
learned Friends, will share my hope that 
very shortly '' Willis '' will be rendered 
redundant. 

The scheme is based on insurance 
against risk and not on liability for com
pensation. This is no t entirc1y a new 
idea. A system of insurance against acci
dents was suggested in this House in r893 
when Mr. Asquith's Employers' Liability 
Bill was under discussion, though at that 
time the system proposed was one of 
separate schemes of ·insurance for each 
separate industry under a central control. 
The possibility of a national insurance 
scheme was mooted first in a report on the 
working of the Workmen's Compensation 
Acts made as long ago as 1904, by a 
Committee appointed by the then Home 
Secretary to review the working of the 
Acts. There may be legitimate differences 
of opinion about the principle of imposing 
on employers a liability for compensating 
their workmen for all industrial injuries 
whether or not caused through the em
ployer's own negligence or the negligence 
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[Mr. Griffiths. J 
of their representatives, but I know that 

the word '' compo '' has long been fu!l 
of foreboding to the workers of this 

country. Th~s was well explained by 
Sir William Beveridge in his Report when 

he said that the workman 

" feels, rightly or wrongly, that he is bein_g 

subjected to improper pr~ssure to reduce his 

claim, to accept an unfair lump s~m ?ettle

ment, to go back to ligh.t work. which 15 n~~ 

!l'eally beneficial or for which he 1s not ready. 

For those reasons the word "compo " 
is full of forebodings. This Bill will be the 
end of '' compo '' and there are few, I 

think, who will mourn its passing. 

I should like now to run briefly over the 
scope of the Bill, to explain how it is to 

be financed, what benefits will be giv~n, 
what machinery will be used for settlmg 
claims and what will be done for a few 

special classes of people. First as to t~e 
scope, as to who is to be covered by this 
scheme. By and large all persons em

ployed in Great Britain u~der . any. con
tract of service or apprenticeship will be 
insurable without any income limit. In 
addition certain people not necessarily 
covered by contract of service aTe being 

brought in: for example, members of life
boat crews who work under the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution; employers 
of any local or public authority;_ people 
such as taxi drivers who ply vehicles for 
hire under a contract of bailment; and 
members of certain rescue and fire parties 
in mines and works. In two types of case 
employment outside Great Britain is 
covered by this scheme. Seamen, includ

ing licensed and apprentice pilots and 
other persons employed for the purpose 
of the vessel or of the cargo or of pas
senP"ers carried, on British and British 
ow~ed ships, and civilian airmen em

ployed on British aircraft are covered. 
I am very glad to be able to tell the 
House that in this Bill every effort is 
being made to meet the special needs of 
seamen. 

Certain classes of employment are or 

may be excepted from the general rule. 
If there is any doubt as to whether or not 
the work is insurable application can be 
made for a ruling on the question, and 

any question of law arising in connection 
with that ruling is subject to appeal to 
the High Court. 

I may say here that, although und_er 
the Bill as it stands only seamen and air

men will be able to obtain benefits for 

injuries suffered outside ~Teat. Britain, 
provision is made for reciprocity agree
ments to be entered into with Northern 

Ireland and with any Dominion or Colony 

or foreign country which ha~ <1: scheme 
giving similar benefits, and It IS hoped 

therefore that the territorial extent of the 

insurance under the scheme will grow as 

time goes on. 

Mr. Beechman (St. Ives): In connec
tion with seamen, will the Minister say 

whether fishermen will be included in the 

scope of the Bill? 

Mr. J. Gr.iffiths: Perhaps the hon. Mem

ber will allow me to continue my speech, 

but the point will be noted and a rep~y 

will be given to him later on. _Now I w11l 

deal with the very vexed questwn of what 

type of accident is to be covered by the 

scheme. As hon. Members will know 

already, we have adopted in the Bill the 

words of the existing W·orkmen's Com
pensation Acts: 
" accidents which arise out of and in the 

course of the employment." 

This is a familiar, I might say all too 
familiar, phrase, for many of my hon. 

Friends. We have looked at many alter
native phrases which have been suggested 

to us as substitutes for those familiar 

words, but I am bound to say that, after 
full consideration, we have decided that 

it is better to retain the words we have 

already in the Acts. Not the least of our 

reasons for doing so was the fact that the 

phrase has been fully examined and inter
preted by the courts, and its meaning is 

now I think reasonably clear and certain. 

If I may say so, I have examined it my
self and, speaking for myself with some 
experience as a layman and compensation 

officer, I am convinced that it is better to 

stick to the devil we know than fly to 
devils that we know not of. 

I want to point out one change of im
portance in the scheme as compared with 

the present Acts. One of the main criti
cisms of the phrase was that the onus 

of proof has always rested on the worker. 

That has been met to some extent, I think 
to an important extent, by the addition 

of a proviso that, for the purposes of this 
Act, an accident arising in the course of 

an insured person's employment shall be 
deemed, in the absence of evidence to the 

contrary, also to have arisen out of tiiat 

employment. The onus of proving that 
the accident arose in the course of the 

employment remains on the claimant to 
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benefit, but if it did not arise out of the the accident were serious, and penalties employment the onus of proving that will are imposed in cases where the result is rest not on the worker but on the insur- slight or temporary. We thought there ance officer. Where the evidence is in- was great difficulty in repeating this proconclusive, as it so often is in fatal cases, vision in our Contributory Insurance the benefit of the doubt will go to the scheme, and, looking to the fact that claimant. Perhaps I can best explain before benefit becomes payable under this the effect of these proposals by citing one scheme it must still be shown that the or two actual cases showing what has accident arose out of and in the course happened under the existing scheme and of employment, we decided to drop the what would happen under the proviso. provision. I am sure that this removes The first is from the coal mines, as indeed a provision which, although it may seem so many of these cases are. A collier justified by some kind of logic, was a died of a seizure during working hours. source of considerable irritation_ in pracThe majority of the doctors said that his tice, and the change will, I am sure, be arteries were in a very diseased condition welcomed. A somewhat similar easement and there was no evidence that the attack is made in regard to injuries which result came upon him when he was incurring a from an action performed in contravenstrain while doing his work. His depen- tion of statutory or other orders. These dants failed to establish their claim to will not be regarded as out of scope so compensation, because, although there long as the act was done for the purposes was no doubt that the accident happened of, and in connection with, the employer's in the course of the employment, there trade or business, provided that the acciwas nothing to show that it arose out of dent is such that it would have been reit. Under the Bill, benefit would have garded as arising out of and in the course been paid. of employment, if it had not resulted 

Another case concerned a ship's fire
man, who one night slept on deck, as he 
had permission to do. He was some dis
tance from the side of the ship, but at the 
edge of the deck there was a three-foot 
space between the upper rail and the deck. 
His body was later found in the water 
with a cut over one eye. The county 
court judge, from the facts proved before 
him drew the inference that the man met 
his death by accident by going overboard 
in some manner unknown, and that the 
accident arose in the course of his employ
ment; but he held that the dependants 
had failed to discharge their burden of 
proving that the accident arose out of the 
employment and they therefore failed to 
recover compensation. Under the Bill, 
benefit would have been paid in this case. 
Those two cases indicate that the proviso 
in this scheme is going to prove of very 
great advantage in cases of this kind. 
L~t me here say a word about acci

dents which are due to a workman's mis
conduct. Under the Workmen's Com
pensation Acts, compensation 1s not 
payable where an accident is 

from a breach of orders to the workmen. 
Under the Acts, the injuries would have 
been compensated only where they re
sulted in serious and permanent disable
ment. We shall now cover that case. 

Another type of case in which there 
has been some improvement in the plan 
outlined in the White Paper is that of 
the worker injured in an accident which 
occurs while he is travelling to or from 
his place of work, in transport provided 
by or on behalf of the employer. In 
the past, such cases have been admitted 
to compensation only where there was a 
contractual obligation on the part of the 
worker to use the transport provided, but 
under the Bill a man injured in such an 
accident will be covered, provided that 
the vehicle in which he was tra veiling was 
not being operated as part of a public 
transport service. If it is part of a public 
service, the risk run by the worker is 
no greater than the risk run by the general 
public using the same service, and there 
is no reason why, if there is an accident, 
there should be different rates ef benefit 
paid to different passengers according to 
the reasons why they are using the vehicle. '' attributable to the serious and wilful mis- Special provision is made to cover people conduct of the workman," injured in meeting real or supposed emer-

unless the injury results in death or in 
serious and permanent disablement. This 
provision recognised that compensation 
could not be withheld when the results of 

gencies on their employers' premises. 
Accidents occurring at such times will be 
deemed to arise out of and in the course 
of the employment. 
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[Mr. Griff1ths. J 
I have said that the Bill applies to 

injuries caused by accidents, but it may 

also, by Regulation, be extended to cover 

persons suffering from prescribed indus

trial diseases and also from prescribed 

injuries not caused by accident but which 

are directly attributable to a person's 

employment. The Bill here repeats in 

substance existing provisions in the 

Workmen's Compensation Ads, but in 

doing so it gives the Minister rather more 

power than exists at the present time to 

adapt the provisions of the scheme m 

these specia! cases. .. 

Now perhaps I might be permitted to 

say a word about what the Bill does not 

do. It does not abolish the right of a 

man to claim damages at common law in 

respect of injuries caused by the negli

gence of his employer. The House will 

be aware that a Departmental Committee 

on Alternative Remedies is engaged in 

examining this question and, in the 

circumstances, I do not think I can antici

pate their Report by saying anything 

further on the subJect to-day. I want, if 

I may, to refer here to what .<l:re kn?wn as 

past cases. Everyone fam1har w1th the 

woTking of the Workmen's Compensation 

Acts knows the anomalies and t.h.e heart

burnings that arise, and that have arisen 

in the past, when amending Measures have 

been introduced into Parliament and 

brought into operation. We find men in 

the same village and in the same street 

receiving different treatment and different 

payment for the same kind of injury, 

merely because one man was dealt with 

under the old legislation and the other 

under the new. 

The hardest cases of all have been the 

pre-1924 cases, men whose compensation 

was, and is still, payable under the Acts 

in force before the pr·esent principal Act 

was passed in 1925. For Deasons which I 

have no doubt were found to be weighty, 

they have been left outside the advantages 

of the various amending Acts within the 

last 20 years. This Bill does something, 

and I believe I can claim it is something 

substantial, for the worst of all these past 

cases, including, let me emp~asis~, the 

pre-1924 cases. .Any man arawmg_ a 

weekly payment by way of compensation 

on or after the appointed day on which 

this scheme comes into operation who is 

unable to work and could qualify for 

unemployability supplement, as defined 

in the Bill, will be given that supplement, 

payable from the Industrial Injuries Fund, 

of £1 per week, in additi?n. to whatever 

:he is getting under 1he existing Acts. 

May I mention one other thng about 

it? They will continue to get this £1 a 

week in addition to their weekly payment 

even if, after the .appointed ·lay, they 

should commute that weekly payment for 

a lump sum. I am sorry I cannot see how 

we can do anything at this stag( for those 

who have commuted their wekly pay

ments already. I am patfticulcrly sorry, 

too, that, so far, we have not been able 

to bring within the scope and ;vithin the 

benefits of the scheme all ptst cases, 

whether they are unemployabe or not. 

Personally, I am most .anxiou:: to do so, 

for the reasons I have already indicated. 

Both t:he Trades Union Congre;s and the 

employers' representatives iave a~p

proached me with requests that past cases 

should be admitted to the ben•fits of the 

new scheme. There are difficuties in the 

way, but they are not unsurnountable. 

vVithout going into them at all, I am sure 

the House will appreciate this fact, that 

the Fund could not .accept vhat is an 

existing liability on employen unless an 

adequate payment was made into the 

Fund in redemption of the employers' 

liability. I have, however, 1aid to the 

employer; ' organisations that f they care 

to submit to me a scheme ol which the 

Government can a'?prove, I slall be only 

too willing and anxious to gve it sym

pathetic consideration. There the matter 

rests, but I hope only for tle moment, 

and I give my undertaking tc the House 

that this is a matter which I am person

ally very anxious to bring to 1. successful 

conclusion, if I possibly can. 

Now we come to the ben efts provided 

in this scheme and Bill. It is in the 

method of assessing and the dctermination 

o£ the amount of benefits tlat the Bill 

marks a fundamental departrre from the 

present Workmen's Compen~ation Acts. 

It is, I appreciate very fullr, a radical 

change, and will be far-rea;hing in its 

iJ:?plications~ yet I ~m abs)lutely con

vmce~ tha~ It IS a desirable c·lange. The 

essential difference between this scheme 

and the Workmen's Compens;.tion Acts is 

that benefits will be related !olely to th~ 

degree of disability suffered md will not 

be related to loss of earningpower. We 

all know the heartburnings tln.t have been 

caused by the provisions o: the Work-
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men's Conpensation Acts whereby com
pensation fluctuates with every rise or 
fall in earrings and how, indeed, no com
pensation [s payable however severe the 
injury, if ·he injured man is later able, 
or indeed is held to be able, to earn as 
much as re did in the job in which he 
suffered th~ injury. My hon. Friends will 
know, as Ido, how difficult it is to explain 
to the wOJker how it comes about that 
his partial (Ompensation has been reduced. 
not becau~ he is earning more-indeed 
he may no1 be earning at all-but because 
his notioncl income has increased. We 
know how this provision causes men to 
be reluctant to undertake training for new 
occupatiom, even though this training 
would be o= great help towards the mental 
and physicLl rehabilitation of the disabled 
men. 

It is, I tlink, true to say that the basic 
principles of this scheme have been 
accepted ir all quarters without serious 
objection, lut representations on a number 
of points htve been received. Certain of 
them have been reinforced very -$tgmgly 
since the Bll was published in its present 
form. Wh1e the Government are satisfied 
that the Hll as it stands marks a con
siderable a:lvance over the original pro
posals, ther nevertheless have beert im
pressed by ihe strong representations made 
to them on two aspects, namely as to the 
basic rates of disablement an.d, secondly, 
as to the pcsition under the Bill of certain 
types of pa·tial disability cases. 

It has ilien urged very strongly that 
the rate of 40s. proposed is inadequate. 
In respect to parfial disability cases, 
stress has ~een laid ·on the fad that the 
Bill makes no provision for dealing with 
the case vhich has become commonly 
known as be " odd lot " case. Typical 
of the cases in which it has been urged 
that furthe1 provision should be made is 
that of the miner who loses four fingers 
of his right hand, or the train driver who 
loses an eye, or the compositor who loses 
an index inger. While those injuries 
would only justify a low or moderate per
centage un(er the new method of assess
ment of distblement, their effect might be 
to prevent :he man ever returning to his 
pre-acciden· occupation. 

The Gov~rnment, therefore, feel justi
fied in pro)osing changes in the Bill to 
meet the re)resentations received on these 
two points.· They propose that the basic 
rate for inury benefit and for 100 per 

cent. disablement shall be 45s. instead of 
40s. They also propose to give the 
worker the right to claim an addition of 
25 per cent. to his medical board assess
ment, provided it is not thereby raised 
above the 100 per cent. rate, if he can 
show to the satisfaction of a local appeal 
tribunal that by reason of his in jury he 
is no longer aible to follow his previous 
occupation, and cannot be so retrained as 
to enable him to follow an occupation 
of an equivalent standard. I would ask 
hon. Members not to press me unduly 
about the form of words to-day. These 
are new provisions, and hon. Members 
will appreciate that the wording of the 
second one is a matter of great import
ance. When we reach the Committee 
stage I will move Amendments on both 
points. 

Naturally, these Amendments to the 
scheme affect the finance of i.he Gov
ernment proposals. It was originally 
estimated when the White Paper on 
Social Insurance was published in Sep
tember, 1944, that the cost of the benefits 
would be of the order of £zo,ooo,ooo a 
year, and that a further £3,ooo,ooo ought 
to be allowed for administration. To 
produce this sum a weekly contribution 
vvas proposed of 6d. for men and 4d. for 
women, divided equally between em
ployer and worker. As a c~nsequence of 
improvements made later, It was found 
necessary to add one penny to the em
ployer's · share of the weekly contri~:mtion 
on the understanding, as stated m the 
White Paper, that at the first s_uita?le 
opportunity equality of contnbuhon 
ibetween employ~r and worker would be 
restored. The brther improvements now 
proposed necessitate increasing the weekly 
contdbution by a further penny, and the 
Government feel bound to honour the 
undertaking given then and to equali~e 
contdoutions once more under this 
scheme. 

If I may turn to the benefits in so:ne 
detail I will deal first with the two which 
are p~yable in oon-fatal cases, whi~h are 
described as injury benefit ar:d dl~able
ment benefit. Injury b~nefit 1~ deslgP_~d 
to cover the initial period of mcapae1ty 
due to the injury. It is payable after 
three waiting days. Many of my hon. 
Friends, I know, would like to see the 
\vaiting days abolished, but I can at le~st 
point to the fact that, as _compare? With 
the early edition of the Bill, or w.1th the 
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Workmen's Compensation Acts, we ha.ve 
Teduced the waiting period by making 
the day of the accident in every case 
count as the first of the three waiting 
days. In that way we have reduced. the 
effective waiting days to two. InJury 
benefit lasts for six months from the elate 
of the accident, unless the injured man 
has recovered sufficiently to be able to 
work before that time and asks to be 
assessed for pension. The benefit ra!e as 
now proposed is 45s. a week for a smgle 
man or woman. I will deal with depend
ants in a moment. 

Where at the end of the injury beneftt 
period the injured m~n i~ stpl suffering 
from disablement which IS hkely to be 
permanent, or is substantial~ he :vill be 
assessed for pension. Thrs w11l be 
awarded in proportion to the def?ree of 
his disablement; in other words, m pro
portion to his loss of he~lth~ strength and, 
power to enjoy l~fe; an~ It w1ll b~ awa.rded 
irrespective of his. ea1r?~~gs or ~1s no?onal 
earninas. The drsab1hhes wh1ch W1ll be 5 . · . f TOO reaarded as attractmg a pens10n o -
pe~ cent. are .lef~ t.o ?e prescribed. The 
whole industnal lil]UJrLes scheme has been 
framed with the war pensions sch eme in 
mind, and we shall, in making the 
Regulations, be influenced by th~ ~chedule 
of assessment used by the Mm1stry of 
Pensions. I want to emphasise .one thii?-g, 
however, because of some anx~ety wh1:ch 
I know exists on this point, wluch I fully 
understand. We shall not be bound by 
the Ministry of Pensions schedule, .but 
shall vary 1 t if need be. The Regulations 
which I shall make will be submitted to 
the Industrial Injuries Advisory Council, 
to which I shall refer later. After that, 
they will lie on the table for 40 days. ~o 
that our proposals will be open to pubhc 
examination and to the complete control 
of this House before they become 
effective. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir -Ian Fraser (Lons
dale): I would like to yut ':- 9-uestion, 
the answer to which I think wrll mftuence 
many Members in decidin~ ~hether to 
,give a Second reading t<_> this Bill. If. we 
give it the Second readmg, can the nght 
hon. Gentleman assure us that we will 
not thereby be creating a higher standard 
for persons injured in industry than for 
persons injured in war? 

Mr. Griffiths: I am sure that my hon. 
and gallant Friend will appreciate that I 

am responsible .for this Bill and that any 
question which affects another scheme Is 
not one to which I can be expected to 
reply. 

There are some extra benefits provide.d 
for the very severe cases. If a ID:an :s 
rendered virtually unemployable by h1s 
injury and is likely to remain so, he can 
ask for an additional allowance of £r a 
week.. H e will be regarded as virtually 
unemployable if he is unable, as a result 
of his injury, to earn more than £52 a 
year. An additional allowance of up to 
£r a week may be paid if consta~t atten~
ance is required. This will be paid even If 
the necessary care is given by the in jured 
worker's wife. In other words, it will not 
be necessary to prove that somebody from 
outside is coming in. The wife herself 
can get the £r per week. If a pensioner 
has to vnter hospital ;for further treatment 
on account of his injury, he will, so long 
as he is in hospital, receive pension at the 
full roo per cent. rate, irrespective of his 
normal assessment. There will, however, 
be a reduction of ros. a week in respect 
of home savings and the constant attend
ance allowance will cease for that period. 

1With regard to the provision for depen
dants, the 1Bill provides [or an allowance 
of r6s. a week to be paid in respect of one 
adult dependant, so long as the man is re
ceiving injury benefit. This would nor
mally be payable in respect of his wife, or, 
in the case of a woman, in respect of her 
invalid husband. Where there is no wife 
it could be paid to some -other prescribed 
relative, or, where appropriate, to a 
woman taking care of the injured man's 
children. This allowance f\vould not be 
payable if the dependant's earnings were 
more than a prescribed amount. The 
amount mentioned in the White 
Paper was zos. a week. In addi
tion, there will be an allowance of 7s. 6d. 
a week for the first child in the injured 
man's family. The -other children will be 
covered by the Family Allowances Act. 
Dependant's allowance 'Will not be pay
able when a man is drawing his pension, 
except in two cases: first, where an unem
ployability supplement is being paid; and, 
second, where the pensioner is receiving 
approved treatment in hospital. In the 
general run of cases, the pensioner will 
have his earnings in addition to his pen
sion. If, on the -other hand, he is sick or 
unemployed, he will receive the depen-
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dant's allowances attached to his sickness 
or unemployment benefit. 

Before I leave :the su1bject of benefits, 
I would draw the attention of the House 
to the proposals set out in the Explana
tory Memorandum for the payment of 
sickn ss benefit to an industrial pensioner. 
To-day, a man cannot draw sickness bene
fit and workman's compensation for the 
same ·injury; and the original White Paper 
followed the same lines. For reasons 
set out in the Explan<l!tory Memorandum, 
we have decided 1to modify !this proposal. 
Under our scheme a pensioner who is 
unfit for work will be entitled to sickness 
benefit, even when his unfitness is due 
to his .injury, subject only to this, that 
if his pen9ion is at the roo per cent. rate, 
sickness benefit will 1be at half rart:e unttil 
he has paid ro contributions since the 
date of his accident. If the pension is 
less than r oo per cent. he will get the full 
rate of sickness benefit from the beginning, 
so long as rthat does not give him more 
1than a man with roo per cent. pension 
would get. What I have said so far 
refers to the ordinary adult workers, men 
and women. I would note that the bene
fit rates are on an equality for both men 
and women. 

I would like to say a word about the 
provision for young people under r8. 
There are special provisions covering 
:them, and if there is a change which I 
welcome and of which I am proud, .irt: .is 
1the provision for youth in this Bill. I 
know from my own experience of boys 
and youths injured at r6 or 17, left with a 
compensation rate based on their earn
ings, having .to wait until they are 21 be
fore they can claim a rev1iew, and having 
to claim a review within six months or for
fei•t 1their claim for ever. Here we are 
making a new provision. Half-rate con
tributions will be payable by rt:hose over 
school-leaving age; !benefit will be half the 
adult rates. If a young per;i6n in receipt 
of benefit reaches r8, he will have his 
benefit inereased to the full adult rate. If 
a youth under r8 has dependants, he will 
be given the full adultt ra,te for himself and 
full dependant's !benefit for !those 
dependant upon him. He will not be 
asked to pay the full rate of contribution 
until he is r8 in any circumstances. 
Children under school-leaving age who 
are employed part-t•ime-and they still 
are, whatever we may say-will be re
garded as covered by rthis scheme, brut no 

contribu1tions will be required from or in 
respect of them. Injury benefit will be 
paid for them when they meet with acci
dents at reduced rates until school-leaving 
age is reached. Then it will be half rate 
until the age of r8, and therea:fiter at 1the 
full rate. Disablement benefit is not 
reduced for chil.dren under school-leaving 
age. 

I come to the provisions made for 
benefit in fatal cases. Here we have got 
right away from the idea of lump sum 
payment of compensation. The drawback 
of the system of lump-sum compensation 
in fatal cases is well illustrated in a case 
which occurred at the beginning of the 
war. A widow whose husband was fatally 
injured at his work had seven children 
ranging in age from two weeks to 13 years. 
She received £6oo, the maximum under 
the then Act, which was paid into court. 
Within a year she had to send six of her 
children into a Dr. Barnardo's Home. 
V nder this new scheme she would have 
received 30s. a week for herself until all 
the children had reached school-leaving 
age, Js. 6d. for the eldest child and ss. 
-under the Family Allowances Acts-for 
each of the others. For the first two years 
after her husband's death she would, 
therefore, have received a total of 
£3 Js. 6d. a week, and though this amount 
would have grown less as the children 
reached school-leaving age, that family 
would not have had to be split up, and 
I think it is obvious that the total amount 
received under our Bill would have been 
far in excess of the lump sum payment 
in that case. The pension for a widow 
who does not have the care of a child is 
20s. a week unless at the time of her 
husband's death she is over so years of 
age or is incapable of work, in which case 
she will receive 30s. A widow's pension 
is not payable to a widow whose marriage 
took place after the accident-and this 
is the point about which we shall no doubt 
hear more when we go upstairS-unless 
her husband has an unemployability sup
plement. 

Now I come to the provision for 
parents. A pension will also be awarded 
to one or both parents of a man if they 
were living with and were wholly. or 
mainly maintained by him at the time 
of his death, or would then have been 
maintained except for the accident from 
which death resulted. If they were main
tained by him but not living with him, a 
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pension will be paid to the father, if he is 
incapable of work, and to the mother if 
she is either herself incapable of work or 
is living with a husband who is incapable 
of work. The pension will be rss. a week 
for any period during which the parents 
are living together and in other cases zos. 
a week each. If neither a widow nor a 
parent is entitled to a pension one other 
prescribed relative1rjF' entitled to pension. 
Such relative must have been maintained 
by the deceased and must have been 
living with him, being incapable of self
support. A parent or relative who does 
not fulfil these conditions • ahd, therefore, 
qualify for a weekly pension will be given 
an allowance for 30 weeks at the rate of 
36s. a week and a woman who is looking 
after a man's child before his death and 
continues to do so after his death may get 
an allowance of zos. a week so long as 
she continues to do so. 

I will not trouble the House with too 
many details of the conditions for the re
ceipt of these pensions and allowances at 
this stage. We can examine them in de
tail when we get to the Committee stage. 
But I would like to say a word as to the 
way in which claims will be decided. 
This will be a State system of insurance. 
In the first instance, therefore, claims will 
be decided by officers appointed by me to 
be insurance officers. It is, however, a 
public service, and the public served 
must have a right to see for themselves 
that justice is done in individual cases. 
Independent local appeal tribunals will, 
therefore-, be set up consisting of one 
representative each of employers and 
workers under an independent chairman. 
They will hear and decide appeals from 
the insurance officers' decisions. 

Lastly, there will be a right of final 
appeal to a commissioner who will be a 
legal expert appointed not by me but 'by 
His Majesty. The commissioner will be 
assisted by deputy-commissioners, and 
there is provision that cases which involve 
points of law of special difficulty will be 
decided by a tribunal of three instead of 
by one commissioner or deputy-commis
sioner. Similarly, in cases which involve 
difficult questions of fact the commis
sioner or one of his deputies may ask the 
assistance of persons with specialised 
knowledge of industry who may sit with 
him as assessors. Assessments for pension 
will be made by medical boards consist-

ing of at ·least two regis~ered me?i~al 
practitioners, though there IS a provision 
for minor cases in which the disability 
is likely to last only a short time for them 
to be dealt with by a single doctor if the 
claimant agrees. There will be special 
medical appeal tribunals to deal with 
cases in which the injured man disputes 
his assessment, and cases of doubt arising 
under this scheme in regard to children's 
allowances will be dealt with under the 
appeal machinexy provided already in the 
Family Allowances Act. 

I must refer to one or two other pro
visions of the Bill. There is a provision 
for financial assistance to be given to 
persons engaged on research into the 
causes and prevention of industrial acci
dent and disease, and indeed for the 
Minister himself to employ persons to 
carry out such research. The accident 
rate in this country is still appalling. For 
years I have lived at the other end, and 
now I live at the Ministerial end of these 
problems; I have seen them from both 
ends, and I am desperately anxious for 
something to be done. I have the un
e~viable rec~rd of representing a con
stituency wh1ch has the hiohest number 
of silicotic men in this country and I am, 
therefore, glad that the Bill contains this 
provision to help research into the cause 
and pre~ention. of accidents and particu
larly of mdustnal diseases. 

The primary responsibility for the 
training of. injured men for employment 
has been laid upon the Minister of Labour 
and NatiQnal Service by the Disabled 
Pers~p.s f~mploym€nt) Act of 1944. 
Provision has, how-ever, been made in 
t'his Bill for a grant to be made out of 
~he Industrial Injuries Fund, if necessary, 
~n orde: to e~sure that persons injured in 
mdust~1~l accidents have the full facilities 
for t~ammg and for sheltered employment 
prov~d.ed under t~at Act. There is also 
pr?VISion, and I am glad t'hat it is made, 
It IS a change from the last Bill---enablino 
me, o~t ~f th~ Fund, to provide a suppl~ 
of arbfi.c1al hm~s and other appliances 
to pens10n~rs, either free or at reduced 
cost: I still have bDyhood memories of 
buymg a 3d. ~affie ticket to provide a 
peg-leg for a mmer. 

T?e administration of this scheme will, 
subJect to the approval of Parliament 
fall upon my Department, and I would 
like to say a word about that. I shall 
have a small central headquarters staff 
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here m London, an executive head
quarters staff in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
and local offices in all important centres 
throughout the country engaged on the 
day-to-day administration of the scheme. 
But before the stage is reached at which 
my local officers can handle caseS--and 
afterwards too-l shall need the advice 
of industry, both of employers and 
workers, on framing the details of the 
scheme and embodying them in Regula
tions. For this purpose there is to be 
appointed an Industrial Injuries Advisory 
Council to which I shall ask representa
tive employers and workers' organisations 
to nominate members. I shall look for
ward to the advice at every stage in the 
administration of this scheme of men 
drawn from industry and who have ex
perience of industry, who have seen in 
their own life how industry works. 

In speaking of the benefits of this 
scheme I have inevitably almost entirely 
dealt with the cash payments to be made. 
But to the injured man that is not the 
first nor the most important thing. The 
most important thing is for him that he 
be fitted for a new life, and that is where 
the old system failed most completely. If 
I may again quote Sir William Beveridge, 
he said in his Report that in the 45 years 
of its existence the 1present system of deal
ing with the results of industrial .accidents 
and disease had contributed little or 
nothing to the most important purpose of 
all, the purpose which should have come 
first and actually came last in that scheme, 
namely, the restoration of the injured em
ployee to the greatest possible degree of 
production and earning as soon as pos
sible. If all this scheme did· was to pro
vide cash .benefits, however adequate, I 
would not ask the House to approve it. 
If, having assessed the injury and 
a warded the 'pension we said to the 
worker "Good 1bye, go off, we have 
finished with you," I would not ask the 
House to give this Bill a Second Reading. 
I know, from my own experience as a 
worker and as a trade union officer, the 
tragedy of the '' Compo '' man. In my 
own village as in all industrial villages 
there are pathetic cases of the casualties of 
industry being left to limp their way 
through life. 

I commend this Bill and the scheme it 
introduces to the House not only because 
of its cash benefits but because it is the 
foundation upon which a great construe-

tive human service can be built, to restore 
the injured workman to his old job, or, 
if that is not possible, to train him for a 
new job, or if that is impossible, to care 
for him and for his dependants. I ask 
the House to give this Bill a Second 
Reading. We shall examine it again in 
detail in Committee and then, with the 
help of the Advisory Council and the co
operation of industry, I am confident that 
we shall be able to make this scheme .a 
real, living conkibution to the social ser
vices of the country, and I shall be proud 
to help in that task. 

4.26 p.m. 
Mr. Osbert Peake (Leeds, North): My 

first words must, I think, be words of 
congratulation to the right hon. Gentle
man who has moved the Second Reading 
of the Bill first upon the fact that the 
borough which he has represented in this 
House with such distinction for some 
years is conferring its freedom upon him, 
and secondly upon his very clear and 
eloquent exposition of a Bill with which 
he has not had much time in his new 
office to familiarise himself. To-day we 
have a somewhat unusual Parliamentary 
situation. I do not say that it is without 
precedent, but here we have a a Measure 
devised by one Government and pub
lished in the form of a Bill by that 
Government being adopted in toto by that 
Government's successor after a General 
Election. 

In view of my long association with the 
framing of this scheme, perhaps I may 
be allowed to strike a somewhat personal 
note. I was appointed Under-SBcnrtary 
to the Home Office in April, 1939, and 
although the clouds of war were looming 
close at that time, one of the attractions 
about the job of Under-Secretary at the 
Home Office was that the Royal Com
mission on "WTorkmen's Compensation had 
been appointed in the previous December. 
Workmen's Compensation matters, by a 
well-established tradition in the Home 
Office, are largely left in the hands of the 
Under-Secretary-and in passing I may 
perhaps say that I think that may be one 
of the reasons why so little progress has 
been made in workmen's compensation 
law in days gone by. There was, how
ever, in view of these facts, a real prospect 
of being associated with a great measure 
of practical reform for which workmen's 
compensation law had long called out. 
The Royal Commission, of course, never 
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made a final report, hut its labours have 
not been thrown away, and anybody who 
has studied the hundreds of pages of 
evidence which it took las access to a vast 
~torehouse of in!ormatbn upon the sub
Ject of workmen s compensation. 

This Bill, in my view, is a great 
scheme o£ reform. I do not want to 
antagonise hon. Members opposite to it, 
i?ut I can hardly refrain from saying that , 
m my view, there is very little of what I 
understand as Socialism about this Bill. 
I.t is found~d ~pon the well-tried prac
tices of social msuranc~ with which our 
people have become SI) familiar. It is 
to 1be compared, I think in its importance 
and its scope with Mr. Lloyd George's 
National Insurance Act Jf I 9II. Anybody 
who compares these tvo Measures will 
see some very striking similarities be
tween them both in t:h.eir form and in 
their extent. Mr. Lloyd George's Act 
covered 15 million woEpeople; this Bill 
covers rather more. M~. Lloyd George's 
Act provided for a fund with an annual 
income of £z+ooo,ooo, a.lmost exactly the 
amount provided lby th~ fund under this 
Bill; and the contributions under Mr. 
Lloyd George' s scheme were very similar 
to the contributions hen proposed. Hon. 
Memlbers will remember the phrase '' 9d. 
for 4d." I think that m this case, with 
the alteration announced by the right hon. 
Gentleman, this will te something like 
%d. for 4d. The Act of 1911 had 87 
Clauses and nine SchEdules. This Bill 
by a curious coinciden{e has 86 Clauses 
divided into nine parts. If I were to 
apostrophise this _Bill in the words in 
which the poet Robert :-Ierrick addressed 
one of his mistresses, I would say on 
the Bill: 

payment by means of a lump sum, ar!'d 
lump sums in cases of death .. Fo?rthly, 
it provided for informal <;rbitrahon by 
joint representative comrr:nttees . .There 
were, I think, four faults mherent m the 
structure of the Act of 1897. The first 
and most important was that the scheme 
of that Act retarded recovery instead of 
promoting it. Last summer on my holi
day I was walking over the Yorkshire 
moors. I came across an old man with 
a wooden stump for a leg. At first I 
thought he was a seafaring man, but 
after a chat with him he told me he had 
lost his foot on the railway in the year 
r898 and had been receiving 8s. 9d. per 
week ever since by way of workman's 
compensation . If anything had been 
known about rehabilitation in the year 
1898, that man would not have become a 
tramp and so continued for nearly 50 
years. 

But the war has brought rehabilitation 
to the fore. Early in the war the word 
'' rehabilitation '' was rather a strange 
one to many people. I remember attend
ing a meeting of a Cabinet Committee 
where Ministers of different parties wer~ 
a.ssembled, and the subject of rehabilita
tion came up. One Minister-! will not 
~~y to ~ha! pa,~ty he belonged-talked of 

rehabitatwn and then a Minister of 
another party, knowing that something 
~ad go~~ :wrong, began to talk about 

rehabihatwn "; and it was finally left 
~~ a ma? of ~ood~ill, ~man of no party, 

put. the discussiOn mto its proper et -
molog~cal s~tting. Rehabilitation has n!w 
come mto Its own, due a good deal to a 
wo~t r_nade by the present Minister of 

. or s m I943· At any rate it is ver 
~Ital tha~ reha?ilit<l:tion should be close{ 
lmked With this Bill whi h . y 
cussing to d Th c we are dis-
of the sche~ · of 

1
a
8

t was the. first fault 
least in- rather than P 97, that It retarded 

romoted recovery 

" When I thy parts ll"Ul o'er, 
I cannot espy in an:y one the 

decency.'' 

I am not quite sure that all my hon. 
Friends will be able 1o say the same 
thing about the Schedules. 

The Workmen's Compensation Act of 
1897 was in its day a great measure of 
reform. It embodied :our very simple 
ideas. The first was tle liability of the 
employer without procf of negligence. 
The second was compfflsation equal to 
half the pre-accident earnings, that is to 
say, a sharing of the firnncial loss result
ing from the accident. Thirdly, it pro
vided for the commutat:on of the weekly 

In the second place that h. 
t d · . ' se erne pro-mo e suspicion and ill will . . 

mainly owing to th d . m mdustry 
h . e a option of insur 

ance, a t Ird party with h -
workman had to deal· and t w om . the 
to establish the repre~entaf 0 ~h~ fa1lure 
mittees which Mr J hive Jomt corn
had in mind wh~n ~se~ Chamberlain 

f Th. dl e mtroduced that re orm. Ir y, many 
una ware of their legal rig[t~rsons were 
Workmen's Compensation A under the 
had no idea even that the Ac~ts . . . They 
and many people went witho t s existed, 
their due because of a lack 0~ kwhat was 

now ledge 
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of their legal rights. Fourthly, the cal
culation of the benefits was far too 
complex. It was bad enough even in the 
old days to try to calculate what were 
the pre-accident earnings, but it became 
infinitely worse when the sliding scale was 
introduced in the Act of 1923, and it 
became worse still owing to the various 
Acts we have introduced during the cur
rency of the present war providing for 
family ailowances and so forth. We are 
now in a position where no man can 
possibly calculate what his compensation 
ought to be. 

This Bill puts an end to the old scheme. 
\Vhen I was at the Home Office early in 
the war, it was obvious that .the Royal 
Con;mission could not carry on. My 
advisers, however, had very definite ideas 
as to the lines on which we ought to pro
ceed. Hon. Members will recall that in 
1940 we introduced a feature into Work
men's Compensation that was quite 
inappropriate to a scheme under which 
employers become liable to their em
ployees. It was a scheme of family 
allowances. Of course, employers gave 
undertakings that they would not dis
criminate against the man with the large 
family, but even then it was quite 
inaQI2ropriate to the old scheme, and it 
was in fact the first step towards the 
adoption of the social insurance plan 
which is before the House to-day. There 
was only one hon. Member who saw 
where that innovation of 1940 would take 
us, and that was the hon. Member who 
is now Minister of Health. When the 
Family Allowances Scheme was before 
the House on 30th April, 1940, he stated: 

" \Ve are witnessing, therefore, an attempt 
to embody that principle by bringing work
men's compensation into conformity with the 
rest of the social legislation by means of a 
long-range policy. The right hon. Gentleman 
dare not do it at once. If he did, we would 
see through it and there would be too much 
row about it, and so he is doing it slowly."
[OFFICIAL REPORT, 3oth April, 1940; Vol. 360, 
c. 6zr.l 

The right hon. Gentleman saw where we 
meant to end up, and at that time it is 
clear he did not like our destination. I 
wonder where he stands in that matter 
to-day. 

The next step, after the Royal Commis
sion announced that it could not carry 
on, was the reference of this subject, to
gether with all tlie other social services, 
to Sir William Beveridge. I think the 
main recommendation on workmen's corn-

pensation by Sir William Beveridge was 
probably a foregone conclusion. Sir Wil
liam Beveridge is a great enthusiast for 
social insurance and it was, therefore, very 
helpful to receive from him a very cogent 
statement of the reasons for converting 
workmen's compensation into a social in
surance plan, but the detailed recom
mendations of Su William Beveridge so 
far as workmen's compensation was con
cerned were devastatingly disappointing. 
I shall never forget the look of gloom 
on the face of 1he present Minister of 
Labour when he came to see me and dis
covered that Sir William Beveridge had 
suggested that the industrially injured, 
for the first 13 weeks, should be reduced 
to 24s. a week. ~or could I have stood 
for Sir William Beveridge's recommenda
tion that lump sums should continue to be 
paid in fatal cases. Nor could I have 
tolerated a retention of the system under 
which compensation is related to earn
ings. It will be remembered that Sir Wil
liam Beveridge suggested that in the long
term cases a proportion of the pre-accident 
earnings should be paid by way of com
pensation, and that in cases of partial" 
disability a proportion of the difference 
between pre-accident and post-accident 
earnings should be paid. That is one of 
the worst features of the existing scheme; 
it is responsible, ] should think, for two
thirds of the evils of the existing scheme, 
and it was very disappointing to us at 
the Home Office to find that Sir William 
Beveridge proposEd to retain it. Nor do 
I think there would have been much sup
port for Sir William Beveridge's recom
mendation for a special levy on the 
hazardous industr[es. A special levy of 
that kind cuts right across the main idea 
of a social insurance scheme, which is a 
pooling of risks between the safe and 
the hazardous industries. Almost every-. 
body who has rpaC.e a speech in the House 
during the last few months has referred· 
to the General Election. I must confess 
I was a little horrifi.ed, seeing how lament
ably bad were Slr William Beveridge's 
recommendations m the field of workmen's 
compensation, to nnd a leaflet issued dur
ing the Election : 

" Beveridge is a Liberal. Beveridge says· 
that only Liberals will carry out his Social 
Security Plan. The Tories won't do it; Labour 
won't do it. The Liberals will." 

Although the eminent author of the report 
on the Social and Allied Services entered 
politics rather late in life, it is perfectly 
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[Mr. Peake. J 
dear that he :has very little to learn from 
those two political agents whom we read 
about in the Barchester novels, Mr. Near
thewind and Mr. Closerstill. 

This scheme owes something to Sir Wm. 
Beveridge, and that is the basic idea that 
it should be of a contributory character. 
I think there is full justification for the 
contributory character of this scheme. In 
the first place, few accidents, if any, are 
the fault of the employer, and if the 
employer is negligent he is, and will re
main, liable for damages at common law 
to the injured workman. Most accidents 
are either nobody's fault-they just hap
pen-or they are the workman's fault, or 
they are the fault of a fellow-wor~an. 
This is clearly a field for the adoption of 
a contributory insurance plan. 

The main criticism which I have heard 
of this plan is that it imposes a rigid 
equality. It treats men and women, 
skilled and unskilled, labourers and crafts
men all alike. I have heard this criticism 
not only from my friends who sit on these 
Benches, but from representatives of trade 
unions in the skilled trades also. It is 
rig.ht that this scheme should treat every
body alike. This is a compulsory scheme, 
it is a pooling scheme, it is a sch~~e under 
which the safe industry subsidises the: 
hazardous one. It seems to me to be 
right and fair that there should be. so~e 
limit to which that process of subsidy Is 
carried. It would be quite unjustifiable 
to ask the taxpayer, who contributes one
sixth of this fund, to rr.ake a contribution 
towards the payment of benefits on a scale 
which would be appropriate in the case 
of a man earning a high salary, such 
as £r,ooo or £r,zoo a year. In my view 
it is right in a compulsory scheme that 
both benefits and contributions should be 
on a flat rate basis. If anybody cares to 
go in for a supplementary soheme they 
are, of course, free to do so. One of the 
great merits of this scheme is i.hat, .by 
the adoption of a new method of ass~ssmg 
disability, it provides a firm basis for 
supplementary schemes. It would be 
very easy in a trade where workmen 
earning £8, £ro or £rz a week, a. co.m
paratively safe trade like the pnntmg 
trade, substantially to increase these bene
fits by the payunent of a much smaller 
premium.· 

Dr. Morgan (Rochdale) : The Prin~ing 
industry is not a safe industry: It IS a 
most dangerous industry. 

1\:lr. Peake: The right hon. Gentleman 
the Minister of Labour, who is associated 
with it has often told me that they have 
very f~w accidents in the printing trade. 

Dr. Morgan: What about diseases? 

Mr. Peake: We come to diseases later 
on. I am suggesting-and it is a perfectly 
simple point--that in the higher paid in
dustries and trades it would be a very 
simple matter to build on top of this basic 
State scheme supplementary schemes 
which are suitable to the particular trades 
and industries concerned, and in most of 
them it will be possible to do that for a 
much smaller rate of premium proportion
ately than this scheme adopts. In the case 
of coal mining, which is a hazardous in
dustry, there will be a great saving to 
the industry under this plan. \Vorkinen's 
compensation, I would guess, at the pre
sent time is -costing the coal industry at 
least £6,ooo,ooo a year. Under this 
scheme the cost will be reduced to 
£r,ooo,ooo or something less. There will 
be a substantial saving; and there is no 
reason whatever why part of that saving 
should not be diverted into voluntary 
schemes for the supplementation of bene
fits provided by the basic scheme. It is 
fair, right and proper under a State com
pulsory scheme to provide equal benefit 
for all in respect of an equal contribution. 

This scheme is a novel scheme. Other 
countries have State-operated schemes, 
but no other country in the world has a 
scheme which involves in the first place 
joint contributions, in the second place, 
equal representation of representatives of 
workmen and of employers at all stages 
of the administration, and thirdly, the 
assessment of the compensation in relation 
!lo.t to the .loss of earnings, but to the 
lll]Ury sustamed. The adoption of these 
~hree fea.h~res should, in my opinion, as 
m the opmwn of the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite, eradicate the serious structural 
defects which were inherent in the scheme 
of r8g7. 

Th~re ~ill be no <:Jan~er to the passage 
of this Bill from this Side of the House. 
Indeed most of the critics of this scheme 
when it was debated iJ;l November, I944: 
are now to be found mside the ranks of 
His Majesty's Government. They are, 
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therefore, temporarily muzzled, but there 
are several hon. Gentlemen opposite who 
I know do not like this scheme. There 
ri.s the Joint Under-Secretary of State for 
Scotland, the hon. Member for Gorbals 
(Mr. Buchanan), who declared himself in 
very plain terms as radically opposed to 
this great scheme of reform. There is the 
hon. Gentleman the Member for Gower 
(Mr. D. Grenfell), who criticised this 
scheme very strongly, and the hon. 
Member for Rochdale (Dr. Morgan), who 
ventured to interrupt me just now. As 
long as this Bill survives the criticism 
which has been directed at it from inside 
the ranks of His Majesty's Government, 
then I am confident that it will secure the 
approval of the vast majority of those 
outside this House. 

There is one point to which I must 
make a reference, and that is, the CO[l

cession anoounced during the Second 
Reading speech of the Minister of 
National Insurance on the question of. 
benefits. The original Bill published by 
the Coalition Government provided a 
basic rate of benefit of 40s. On rzth 
September the Trades Union Congress met 
at Blackpool and the Prime Minister made 
the journey there to address it. Before 
he arrived on the scene, as I understand 
it, there was a discussion on the Industrial 
Injuries Bill and strong views were 
expressed that the basic benefits ought to 
be increased. Nevertheless, when the Bill 
was printed on, I think, 19th September, 
the previous rates were incorporated in it, 
and now on the Second Reading, rather 
to my surprise, the Minister announced 
that the basic rate of benefit was to be 
increased from 40s. to 45s. I rather 
suspected that the Prime Minister's 
journey to Blackpool was comparable to 
that of the Emperor Henry IV to Canossa. 
I hope we shall hear a little more as to 
why this concession has been made at 
this stage. I am sure that the people of 
this country want to know quite clearly 
from whence they are being governed. 
All through the by-elections which have 
recently been fought we are told that fotr 
the first time we have a Labour Govern
ment in power which it never had before. 
It is very well that the country should be 
assured that power and responsibility go 
together. 

On the other matter where the right 
hon. Gentleman departs from the Bill, 
that is, in the addition of a penny to the 
workmen's contributions, there, I must 

say, I think his speech did him ·g;reat 
credit. It was under tood when this Bill 
was first introduced that the principle of 
equality of contribution would be main
tained. I have always attached great 
importance to that principle. I think that 
if you were going to bring representatives 
of employers and workpeople together in 
the Appeal T,ribunal, bring them round 
the same table at the Central Advisory 
Committee, it would be a great advantage 
if they had subscribed equal contributions 
to the fund. 

It is vital to the success of this new 
scheme that it should go forward in the 
spirit of co-partnership and with equal 
contributions there will be no question of 
the employers' representatives on these 
various tribunals claiming a larger voice 
on the ground that they are paying a 
larger share. 

This I say again is, in my view, a 
fine scheme, but its success will depend 
upon sympathetic and speedy adminis
tration. There must be a very close link 
with the new Health and Hospital Ser
vices of the Ministry of Health and with 
the Rehabilitation and Retraining Services 
of the Ministry of Labour. 

I believe that this Bill will leave its. 
mark on English social history. Work
men's Compensation was devised in the 
Victorian era. In those days the relation 
of the employer to his workmen was based 
on the relation of a father to his children. 
The spirit of paternalism, which was the 
Victorian conception of this relationship, 
has now given way to a new atmosphere 
of free and equal partnership. It is in this 
new spirit that this scheme has been born. 
I believe that it will succeed, and that 
Britain will give to the world an example 
of the application of modern democratic 
ideas to an old and baffling problem. It 
will bring new hope and a greater measure 
of security than ever before to the homes 
of those who suffer injury or death in the 
service of their fellow men. 

4·57 p.m. 
M"ss Bacon (Leeds, North-East): I am 

particularly pleased to make my maiden 
speech in this House on the Industrial 
Injuries Bill, for all my life I have 
watched at first hand the working and 
practice of the inhuman and niggardly 
Workmen's Compensation Acts. I have 
always lived among miners and my home 
has always been one to which men have 
come with their difficulties and troubles,. 
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[Miss Bacon.] 
particularly in regard to accidents. When 
I was only 12 years old I went down the 
mine into its inner workings and almost 
terrifying darkness, but as for miners' 
wives and as for miners, as the -Minister 
knows, there is even a darker side to the 
picture when the man who went out so 
strong and so well comes home in an 
ambulance or does not return home at all. 
Among the mining population workmen's 
compensation plays a very great part and 
in mining towns and villages there is 
scarcely an adult man who has not at 
some time or another been subject to 
workmen's compensation. This has al
ways been a time to be dreaded not only 
because of the suffering which accidents 
have always brought, but because of the 
poverty which has accompanied them. 
Even to-day there are many people in this 
country who do not realise what the old 
Compensation Acts mean. Until recent 
years the maximum amount per week, no 
matter what the size of the family, was 
only 30s. but it was the exception rather 
than the rule for this money to reach jOS. 

per week. I have known men say, when 
in receipt of compensation, '' The doctor 
says I am fit for light work. I have been 
to my employer and he says there is no 
light work for me.'' And so the· already 
i~adequate sum was reduced without the 
means of earning more to supplement it. 

My right hon. Friend the Minister has 
already indicated what happens in regard 
to lump sums as death benefits, but very 
often too, men have been pe;rsuarled to 
take lump sums in lieu of weekly pay
ments. I have known of representatives 
of insurance companies in the past vL~ting 
the homes of men and trying to put before 
the wives in glowing terms that they 
would advise perhaps £so, and for this 
niggardly sum the workmen would be 
induced to give up all their future p3.y
ments. We have seen what happened in 
the courts of law on this question. We 
lhave seen that, never before, have we 
had compensation for injury but only for 
loss of working capacity. This Bill may 
not be perfect, but I welcome it because 
it sweeps away these evils. 

The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for North Leeds (Mr. Peake) has said that 
this Bill is not Socialism. There may be 
differences of opinion about that, but 
there is one thing that it does.-it removes 
some of the effects of capitalism. I want 

to leave the main provis~ons of this Bill 
to my friends who more directly represent 
.industry and confine my ~remarks to two 
things about which I feel very strongly. 
One has already been mentioned by the 
Miil!ister, and is in regard to past cases, 
particularly the pre-1924 cases. There 
may be practical difficulties about bring
ing them :into the scheme because of the 
fact that responsibility lies on the previous 
employer or insurance company, but it is 
going to be very hard on people who 
receive lasting 1injudes perhaps a few days 
before the date of the operation of this 
Bill-those people who would always be 
able to say, " Had my accident only 
happened a few days later, I should be 
getting more and better benefit." It is 
also very hard on the long-standing cases 
who suffered so much under previous 
vVorkmen's Compensation Acts. 

I have in mind one case in particular of 
a man who had a serious spinal injury in 
rgrr. At that time he was a young man 
of 32, with a wife and two children, and, 
for 8!- years he received only rJs. rod. in 
rworkmen's compensation. Later on he 
received additions which brought him up 
to £r rrs. 2d., but because his accident 
happened before 1924, he has not been 
eligible for any of the war-time grants. 
In our legislation there are always these 
left-~)Vers, and, again, I am very much 
afraid that there are going to be people 
left outside in the queue and in the cold 
when the shop door is shut and the de
spairing notice '' Closed '' is put on the 
door. .!Are !these people 'going to be 
doomed urevocably to spend their lives 
at the wrong end of the queue? I hope 
not, and I hope we shall get some arrange
ment to see that it is not so. 

I k.now the Bill goes part of the way 
and gives an addition of 20s. to those with 
permanent incapacity. There is no men
tion of dependants in this, and some of 
these pe.ople will receive much less. The 
case wh:c.h I have just quoted will, with 
the additiOn of that 20S., receive SIS., 
whereas, under the new Act he rwo ld 
have b~en receiving 76s. I hope it ,~ill 
be possible to do something about this, 
and I would ask the Minister for Nat· 1 I t 'f . wna 
n.surance o see I 1t is not possible to 

raise the amount and so, perhaps k 
h 1 · , ma e t ese peop e receive the same as th 

would receive if they came under t;fs 
new Act. 
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I particularly welcome Clause 72 which to a local fund, which was able to send 
gives the Minister power to make arrange- him to London, and it was not science 
ments to secure maintenance, free of which came to the rescue, but art, and 
charge or at a reduced rate, of equipment the man was fitted with a mask, corn
and appliances for any person who, by plete with artificial eye, which nobody 
reason of loss of limb, is in need of them. could detect. It made all the difference 
This is a measure which is long overdue, to that man between walking among 
and I hope that a generous and wide ordinary people and riding on buses and 
interpretation will be given to this Bill. trams or slipping away from the world 

The way in which our injured workmen with people turning a·way from him in 
thave been subjected to inquisition and revulsion. I hope again that this class 
charity in the past is simply disgraoeful. of case will receive equipment and 
When mjured workpeople are in hospital appliances of that kind. We must allow 
and are needing these appliances the nobody who is physically maimed also to 
hospital almoners have to spend their become mentally maimed because of the 
time in approaching the approved lack of n~eans. 
societies, the sick lodge, or the welfare I hope this Bill is going to be adminis
scheme, and have to meet deputations in tered in a human manner, and that we 
order to meet the cost. I know that, of shall not only provide the sustenance but 
late years, assishnce has been provided restore these unfortunate people to nor
by the Queen Mary Hospital at Roe- mality. We must remember that this Bill 
mampton but here again, a charge has is to deal with the ill, the crippled, and, 
to be met in the same way. Whatever probably, the depressed, and that, for 
the source this money comes from, the these people, an ounce of warm humai).ity 
patient has always been painfully made is worth a ton of cold legality. · 
aware of it. I hope that, in this Clause, 
the term '' reduced rate '' does not mean 
that part of the money has again to be 
found by these methods. 

I :hope, too, that the equipment and 
appliances will include such things as 
invalid chairs and spinal carriages. The 
ordinary ones cost £so, and the self
propelled ones cost £roo, which is quite 
beyond the capacity of any injured work
man to pay. In the past they have been 
provided by charity concerts, collections 
and all sorts of other ways. There are 
many other spinal cases, in which men 
are completely paralysed in the lower part 
of the body, and which need special beds 
with special rests. It is the exception 
rather than the rule for these people to 
be adequately looked after once they leave 
hospital, but I hope that the interpreta
tion of this Clause will mean that these 
people will receive the equipment which 
they need. Very often, if the money is 
available, much mental anguish can be 
avoided. 

I have particularly in mind cases of 
facial injuries. I know a man who met 
with an accident so bad that one eye and 
the surrounding parts of his face were 
completely torn away. I know these 
details are not very pleasant, but these 
things are happening every day in the 
coalfields. This man happened to belong 

s.ro p.m. 
Mr. Clement Davies (Montgomery): 

There have been so many excellent 
maiden speeches delivered in this House 
that it has almost become a commonplace 
to pay the usual compliment to the 
speaker, but I assume the hon. Lady who 
has just spoken, and I am sure she will 
believe that I speak wilh the deepest 
sincerity, that I congratulate her upon her 
maiden speech. It was obviously 
delivered from a wealth of experience and 
deep humanity, both of which have had 
their effect upon the House. I hope the 
hon. Lady will often take part in our 
Debates. 

Turning to the Bill, of course, this Bill 
is an improvement upon the Workmen's 
Compensation Act of 1935, an improve
ment on the Act of rgo8, and, of course, 
upon the Act of r8g6. Well, so it ought 
to be. Undoubtedly, it is bringing into 
its wider scope a great number of people 
for whom the previous Acts did not pro
vide. It is going to bring relief, as the 
right hon. Gentleman said, on a much 
more humane line than is done at present, 
but, having said that, I go further and 
say that I am still disappointed with this 
Bill. As the Explanatory Memorandum 
says, it is substantially he same Bill as 
was introduced in June, 1945, by the then 
Coalition Government. I am very much 
afraid that some of my right hon. Friend's 
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[Mr. Davies.] 
olleague::.-:r do·es not apply to him
lave been so long associated with those 
vho now sit on this side of the House 
lut above the gangway, acting as bell
lops and runners for them, that they have 
leen brought up in a school that has 
rot done them very much good. They 
lave learned a sort of respect for the pas: 
mtil they are now wondering what they 
<an do in this new school here. I should 
lave thought that a much wider measure 
han this would have been introduced by 
he right hon. Gentleman. 

Why should we still-if I might refer 
b the speech made by the right ho'h. 
G-entleman from the Front Opposition 
3ench-why should we still merely 
:ollow on, copying, sLightly amending 
md patching Viotorian legislation? The 
:ight hon. Gentleman suggested that the 
·elationship between the Victorian em
'>loyer and employee was ~that of parent 
md child. Would any parent suggest 
.hat, if his child suffered .some accident, 
he amourut of benefirt: to be given to 1hat 
~hild should be half what it used to be? 
fhe idea of compensation was that it was 
for all accidents li:hat had taken n1ace 
'' arising out of and in the course o£ em
ployment." I agree that it would be 
difficult li:o rt:hink of simpler words than 
'' arising out of and in the course of em
ployment," but the right hon. Gentle
man has very rightly said tha·t these 
words led to more litigation than any 
words ever used in any Act of Parliament, 
and I myself in this House in the past 
have descdbed that Act of rgo6 and those 
words as not so much giving the workmen 
compensation in the earlier days as pro
viding a brief for lawyers. Certainly 
there were many of us who depended upon 
our work in the County Courts fighting 
on behalf of the workmen ,in those days 
against the powerful insurance companies, 
or vice versa, in order to try to attach a 
proper meaning rt:o the fact of that case 
and the words of the Acts. 

I come back to the principle that was 
followed by those Acts. To my mind it 
was entirely wrong. First of all, it was 
wrong in this, that it classified employees 
as different from employers, it claSS!ified 
employees as differell\t from those who 
were not under a contract of service. In 
addition, the early Act drew a distinction 
between certain classes of employment 
and others, and that distinction has been 

carried down to .the present day for there 
are ce11tain classes of employment which 
give rise to what it would be difficult to 
describe as an accident in the ordinary use 
of the term but which result in the most 
dreadful pain and lead ultimately to the 
most painful death thart: any human 'being 
can suffer and these were outside the pur
view of the late Acts. 

The right hon. Gentleman has referred 
very- rightly, to the accidents that occu~ 
in the mining industries. There are even 
worse and more terrible conditions obtain
ing in the quarrying industry. I remem
ber well the evidence of a doctor with 
regard to a man upon whom he had held 
a post-mortem examination on the morn
ing upon which he was giving evidence as 
to the conditions prevailing in the quarries 
of Blaenau Festinog where, instead of 
quarrying as they do in certain parts at 
the open sides of the mountain, they go 
down to the bowels of the earth and the 
conditions are so bad that even a candle 
-yvill not remain alight when it is stand
mg up but has to be placed sideways in 
or~er to maintain the light. Men worked, 
tryu:~ to . earn their living to keep their 
famihes, m conditions of that kind, and 
they were outside the Act. Men worked 
in such conditions that they could not 
be seen by their fellow workmen who were 
within two yards of them. The evidence 
of that doctor was that the man upon 
whom he had held a post-mortem and 
w:ho was a farmer until he was z8, had 
died :=tt 41 from silicosis, and the doctor 
descnbed his lungs as two bricks. And 
that type of workman was outside the 
scope of· the' Workmen's Compensation 
Acts. 

~t is now suggested that this Bill will 
brmg those people within the scope of 
the Acts. I hope it does. We are told 
that ~ow there will be only one test and 
that IS that the accident arises in the 
course of the employment and it shall 
then be assumed that it rose out of the 
employment. The words , ' durin the 
course of employment '' have . g 

h 
given us 

as muc .trouble as. the others in findin 
the true mterpretahon The onl g 
about whom we could ever gi·vy perts~n 

d 
· e cer am 

a vice was the man who wa . . d 
h .1 

d 1 
s mJure 

w I e un er a ong-term service of em-

plo~en~. f Wh~t about those who are 
emp oyke rodm ay t<;> day or even week 
to wee an somethmg occurs . d. 
ately after the week's work has b Imme I
pleted? Why are we still c eet~ c~m-on mumg 
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along these lines that were satisfactory health as quickly as possible without run
over 50 years ago but ought not to be ning any risk of going back? Then 
satisfactory to-day? Why should this have been so many tragedies in the past 
Bill be limited to those who are under a In my early days I acted for so man:y 
contract of service? workers, when there was the iniquitom 

I should have thought it would appeal, system called " Compo " and there wa~ 
certainly to every hon. Member on the also the question on whether the mar 
other side of the House, that every man could do light work, and what light work, 
and every woman and every child who is and the most expensive medical men came 
healthy is not only a happy person, bring- along and suggested that the man wa~ 
ing joy w himself and his relations and malingering. It was left to us to do th( 
those around, but is a potential source best we could in cross-examination 
of additional wealth to the community, Thereupon the man would go back tc 
and anybody who is suffering is a liability work in order to help his family when h( 
to the community. I should have thought really was not fitted for it. Then 
it would have appealed to the right hon. would be another breakdown and no 
Gentleman occupying the Treasury bench only would he suffer, but also his familj 
that it was the duty of all of us to assist would suffer. I should have hoped tha· 
everyone to rehabilitate himself so as to this Government would have though. 
become an asset to the community. That along those lines and not along the line1 
ought to be the basis of the legislation. of the past, that they would have startec 
Why go copying and imp'toving upon Bills afresh. 
which have not that idea behind them If I may refer to the Lord Privy Seal 
at all, which only provided a partial corn- I am certain that this was within his con 
pensation for certain people under certain ception. Sir William Beveridge has ha( 
circumstances? Why not take a broader, the credit of turning out a great Report 
wider view of the whole matter? \Vhatever detailed criticisms we ma.,. 

May 1 put this to the right hon. Gentle- make, it was a great conception, but tha 
man the Lord Privy Seal? Why distin- was not born in the mind of Sir Willian 
guish between the person under contract Beveridge, it was born in the mind of the 
of service who is employed by a carpenter Lord Privy Seal who set him to work 
and the carpenter himself who has only who wanted to abolish want wherever i 
one employee-the little village carpenter, existed and bring within the scope of th~ 
the village blacl(smith, the smallholder abol1 tion of want the rehabilitation of th~ 
who is trying as best he can to produce man, wherever he was, who had sufferd 
food tor the people? Vihy are they out- injury or disease in any form, and to 
side the scope of this Act? It would have help that family to maintain a prope: 
been far better if the Government, instead standard of life. 
of merely copying what they and their It is for those reasons that although thn 
Tory colleagues produced in tim~ , of war, Bill will go through, and it is an im
had thought for themselves and produced provement for it will bring benefits, [ 
a much broader, wiser Measure than this, would like to know before we part witl 
bringing in all the members of the corn- this Bill on its Second Reading that thn 
munity. Then, we could have abolished is only an instalment which happened h 
what the right hon. Gentleman the Minis- be ready, and that this Government wil 
ter of National Insurance was complain- really tackle the much bigger, broader, 
ing about, that assumption that all these more humane problem on wider lines. r 
matters had to be decided on legal ques- have every faith in the Minister, my coJ. 
tions. \Vith a broader Measure, it would league and my fellow-countryman, and [ 
not be a legal question at all but a medical would like before I sit down not only t•> 
question, with the medical man saying pay him a tribute for his great speech th:i; 
that the person was fit or unfit, what afternoon but to congratulate the Govern 
assistance he would require in order to ment on having placed in his hands thi; 
rehabilitate himself, and what help the great matter of national insurance. Mv 
family would want in the meantime. Even right hon. Friend has such wide expen 
now, although these payments which are ence, such broad human sympathy, sucl 
to be made are so much more generous a vivid mind and strong courage, that [ 
than was suggested in the original White am perfectly sure that his Ministry wil 
Paper, are they such as wil~ really ~elp have a .onderful record by the time h~ 
to bring the head of the fam1ly back mto comes to lay down the seals of his Offict 
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5.29 p.m. 
Lieut-Colone1 Gage (Belfast, South): 

As is natural and perhaps proper for one 
who addresses this House for the first 
time, I do so with feelings of the greatest 
trepidation. Indeed, I do not think that 
I would be grossly exaggerating my con
dition by saying frankly that I am terri
fied. So I gratefully take refuge in the 
very pleasant courtesy which is accorded 
to those of us who address the House for 
the first time. Indeed, it is a comfort to 
know that in the hazardous employment 
we have taken up we are, at any rate 
in the early part, protected against the 
accidents that may occur to us in the 
course of and arising out of that employ
ment. 

Turning to this Bill and looking at it, 
as I am sure the House will look at it, 
not in any party sense but from the point 
of view of the man it is to benefit, that 
is, the point of view of the workman
which is the only point of view from which 
this Bill should properly be looked at
I think the House will agree that it is to 
be welcomed because it represents a great 
step forward from the old workmen's 
compensations Acts. If it had nothing 
else to recommend it I would say that the 
fact that it removes disputes from the 
realm of employed and employer would 
be sufficient to commend it. Anyone 
who, like myself, had much experience 
of this matter before the war knows that 
the present system, which was brought 
about through nobody in particular's 
fault, engendered great bitterness between 
employer and employed. That was very 
unfortunate, and a great thing has now 
been achieved by removing that cause of 
controversy. Then there is another mat
ter in which this Bill is a great improve
ment on the workmen' 5 compensation 
Acts. Many of us know the bogus offers 
of light employment that used to be made 
to partially disabled men. Everyone 
knew that on many occasions these offers 
were made simply in order to stop, or to 
partially reduce, workmen's compensa
tion. They were not bona-fide at all. 
In the new Bill the workman's post
accident earnings will not affect his com
pensation, which is a great advantage, 
because these offers will not now be made. 

In connection with this and before I 
leave that subject I think it ri~ht to say 
that in my experience I found Lhat while 
generally the employer was sympathetic 

towards the worker many of the matters 
blamed on the employer arose from the 
actions of the company with which the 
employer insured his risk. Often the 
blame was laid at the door of the em
ployer when it should have been laid at 
the door of the insurance company. 
Consequently the workman felt bitter and 
aggrieved against his employer about the 
case in which he had not succeeded. But 
it really does not matter who was the 
cause of the blame, the fact remains that 
bitterness was caused. There is, how
ever, one point in this Bill that gives rise 
to some doubt and disquiet, and that is 
the insurance tribunals which are created 
in order to decide disputes which neces
sarily have to arise. When you consider 
these tribunals you ask the question: Who 
will be interested to refuse workmen's 
compensation? The answer is that in 
appropriate cases it will be the Ministry. 
~hen you ~ay : Who is the person to de
cide that dispute? The answer is that it 
is an. official of the Ministry, or someone 
appomted by them. That is most dis
quieting. 

I do not say for one moment that these 
people will not do justice, but that is not 
the whole point. It is important that not 
only should justice be done but that it 
s~ould appear to the workmen to be done. 
Ir you get a most conscientious official 
deciding a case against the worker the 
w~rkman will go away with a sen~e of 
gnevan~e,. perhaps quite wrongly. This 
matter IS Important because if the Act is 
to work it must retain the confidence of 
the worker. Once it loses that it would be 
far better to have no new scheme at all. 
.. Ag~in there has been a great mass of 

hhgahon and decided cases, probably 
much t?o much. But those cases have 
had this eff~ct. They have narrowed 
down c?ntentwus matters. For instance, 
there will b~ bound to be, under the new 
Act, content.wn as to whether a case arises 
out of and m the course of a man's em
ployment. That has been fairly well 
deCI.ded, so that b~fore the war one could 
advise a person fairly precisely as to how 
~e stohod. That had the result of reduc
mg t e number of contentious 
b h 

cases, 
ecause w ere the law was fairly clear 

and underst?od no one .was going to waste 
money fightmg a case m which the · . Issues 
had already been decided. It is not clear 
how far that mass of case law is · 
to bind the tribunals. I hope it w·ng~~n~ 
them and that the insurance offic~rs ~~ll 
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be qualified to understand this great mass 
of case law, which is not an easy thing 
to deal with. If they are not, and if this 
case law is not to bind the tribunals, we 
will all be thrown back into the melting 
pot again. We will have to start again 
from the beginning arguing what the 
words, '' arising out of and in the course 
of," mean. I think it is a great pity to 
get rid of all that. 

Further, from my own experience I 
would say that under the present system 
the arbitrator, normally a county court 
judge, does have the confidence of the 
worker. He has it for this reason: that 
the worker is able to appear and see and 
hear what is going on. He hears the wit
nesses examined and cross-examined and, 
most important of all, at the end of the 
case he hears the arbitrator decide it and 
give his reasons for that decision. 
Although he might not agree with the 
decision and the result, normally he feels 
that he has had a fair crack of the whip. 

It is not clear, also, how the tribunals 
are to operate, but if they are to operate 
as many similar tribunals do what will 
happen is this: a courteous gentleman will 
arrive with a large book, listen to all 
the witnesses and arguments, write every
thing down, yet never by so much as the 
flicker of an eyelid will he allow anyone 
to know what he is thinking, which is a 
great drawback to the worker or to his 
adviser who wants to know what line of 
argument is getting across a·nd whether 
the official believes or does not believe 
a particular person. When the hearing 
is over and everyone is thoroughly ex
hausted the official will shut up his book, 
go away, and, three or six 1\Veeks later, 
the workman will receive a printed form 
which will tell him that his claim has or 
has not succeeded. I cannot imagine any
thing which will shake the confidence of 
the workman in this Bill more than that. 
I think it is a dreadful way of dealing 
with such cases. It is important that the 
workman should know and hear right at 
the outset, when his case is being decided, 
what has happened. 

It has been said that the formality of 
the county court does sometimes frighten 
a worker. Many of us have had experi
ence of cases in which a worker, before 
the hearing of his case, was in a tremen
dous state of nervous shock and fright, 
so much so that he quite genuinely could 
not work although a doctor had said that 

there was no apparent reason for that. 
Many of us are quite familiar with that 
type of case. I do not think that that 
was due to the formality of the tribunal; 
I think it was due to the fact that the 
dispute had to be decided, and that the 
result of that dispute was going to affect 
the man very materially. After all, for 
many of these men it was a matter of 
life or death. I do not think that by hav
ing a different type of tribunal you will 
get rid pf all that. I do not think that 
the formality of the courts had much to 
do with it, but if it had it would be a 
simple matter to get over it because a 
county court judge could sit rwithout his 
robes-indeed, I have often wondered 
why he did not do so-or he could sit 
away from his court on days set aside for 
the hearing of such cases. What is more 
important than the form of tr]bunal is 
that these cases should be heard as 
quickly as possible. Nothing is worse for 
a workman than to be kept waiting to 
have his case decided. 

If I may go back to what I said at the 
beginning, I would say in spite of that 
drawback I believe this to be a good Bill. 
A great deal will depend on the people 
who administer it in seeing that they get 
the confidence of the worker. I know 
from what we have heard from the Minis
ter to-day that workmen will have his 
sympathy and consideration but they 
must also have the sympathy and con
sideration of all those who are dealing 
with their cases. That is essential. Per
sonally, I would like to see an instruction 
issued that in all disputed cases where 
there was a reasonab]e doubt that doubt 
should be resolved in favour of the 
worker. At any rate, the worker is en
titled to the sympathy and consideration 
of all the many officials who will have 
to do with his case. It is up to them 
to make the new Act workable, and the 
only way in which they can do it is to give 
the workman the sympathy to which I 
am sure the whole House agrees he is 
entitled. 

5·43 p.m. 
Mr. Blyton (Houghton-le-Spring): I 

listened with great interest to the speech 
of the Minister and it is rather unfortunate 
that in my maiden speech in this House 
I should have to make a criticism of this 
Bill. I consider that the employers will 
be getting away with millions of pounds 
which they have been paying in the past 
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[Mr. Blyton.] 
for workmen's compensation. According 
to the White Paper £rJ,ooo,ooo has been 
the~r liability and £4,ooo,ooo has been 
the1r cost in administrative expenses 
making a total of £2r,ooo,ooo. Whe~ 
stabilised post-war conditions are here 
there will be a fund of £23,ooo,ooo per 
annum. That is based, I presume, upon 
equal contributions by worlnnen and em
ployers, which means that workmen will 
pay into the fund £rr.soo,ooo per annum 
and the emp~oyers, who have been paying 
£2r,ooo,ooo m the past, will liquidate their 
liability tor £rr,soo,ooo. That raises the 
question that if a workman is to contri
bute substantially to the fund, he is en
titled to expect some accumulated benefits 
trom those subscriptions from his weekly 
wage packet. But we find that the full 
compensation to-day of a workman is 40s. 
per week atter he has been off 13 weeks. 
This Bill proposes to give him, as the 
Minister announced to-day, a ss. increase. 

I consider that the proposed benefits 
that have been suggested are not sufficient, 
because of the fact that, for the first time, 
the •workman is contr.i:buting to his own 
compensation. If the workman is con
tributing half, then rthe benefits under this 
Bill ought to be divided by hall, to see 
exactly what benefit a man is getting for 
his payment. It is known to every one 
that there is gloom and despondency .both 
in mining and trade uThion circles about 
the proposed rates that are embodied in 
this Bill. I was pleased to hear the 
Minister announce !that there was to be 
an assessment on the loss of occupation, 
but I do not consider that sufficiently takes 
into consideration the amount of money 
that the workman is paying •in. If \Ye 

take the case of a coal-hewer who loses 
four fingers of his right hand, and his 
injury is based upon 1the Royal Warrant 
of Pensions, we find that he would get a 
40 per cent. assessment, which would give 
him r6s. a week. If, as announced by 
the Minister to-day, there is added to that, 
compensation for the loss of occupation 
and inability •to follow his pre-accident 
employment, this man will be given 
27s. 3d. a week. Under the present Act 
he can get a maximum of 40s. a week, 
and he can still receive his unemployment 
benefit as a light grade man in the la1bour 
market. If we taJce the case of a man 
who has los.t three :fi...11gers and who has 
just his little finger and thumb, and he 
is a coal-hewer, he will get the magni-

ficent amount of 23s. 6d. per week, 
aLthough under the present Compensation 
Act he can get £2 a week compensation. 

On the question of a single man, taking 
the value of rthe £ a.t 8s. 4d., and not 
forgetting the fad that working men are 
contributing to this fund £rr,soo,ooo per 
annum, he is to get 45s. We cons1der 
this too low a rate for a single man who 
most probably would have to live in 
lodgings and maintain himself after an 
accident. But the worst position of the 
single man-and I do not blame the 
Minister for this, although I think he 
ought Jto have been bold enough to break 
away from the Acts that were framed !by 
previous Governments and come forward 
with a whole Measure in relation to this 
question-is that if a man of r8 suffers 
an injury which rincapadtates him, and 
h~ gets married a:nd has a family and then 
d1es as a result of the accident, altthough 
h~ may have done a little light work, his 
w1fe and children are not to come within 
the purview of this Act. Under ~the pre
sent Act, if this single man has an injury 
and he goes back to fue pit and works 
for a while, gets married and has 
children, and rthen dies it is possible to get 
workmen's compensation for his wife and 
children. 

The Minister of Fuel and Power is 
now urging men to go into the pits to try 
to g~t t~e c?al to meet the pTesent eco
nomi~ s1tuahon. This Bill will not get 
lads mto the pit. A boy of 17 to-day 
gets £2 14s. wages. His compensation 
under. tl~e present Act is £r r6s. Under 
the ~111 1t 1s 1proposed that this boy, now 
g~ttmg {1 r6s. a week compensation, 
Wll~ rec~lve 22 I 6d. as his compensation 
which lS I3/6d. a week reduction. I 
would .ask the Minister, when this Bill 
c?mes mto the Committee Stage, to con
~rder the whole question as I have seen 
It, and try to . make these rates better, 
becau~e they vnll undoubtedly cause con
cern . m the coalfield and among the 
workmg-class generally. I ac;lc h: . 

1 
. ~ - lm, lll 

c~~c uswn of my short criticism of the 
B11l, , to be bold and abolish the three 
days r.ule. If a man is injured he has 
onl~ his next week_'s wages on which 
to hve, and he can 1ll afford to lose two 
or three days wages at the bea1· . f 

'd t . . d 5 nnmg o 
ar: ~ccl en pen_o . I do appeal to the 
Mm1ster to look mto these points b 
I f 1 th t th t ' ecause eek sure · a e rade unions d th 
M. , F d . an e 

mers e erahon are very definitely 
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concerned about these particular things. 
I was talking to the Compensation Secre
tary for the South Wales Miners' F edera
tion, and he tells me quite frankly that 
if the Bill in relation to partial incapacity 
goes through as it stands, he would be 
very wary and very shy of what was 
going to happen rf:o his pneumoconiosis 
and silicosis cases in South Wales. I hope 
the Minister will take into consideration 
the point I have made. 

5·53 p.m. 
lVIr. Raikes (Liverpool, vVavertree): I 

have the extraordinary happy task of con
gratulating two Members on their maiden 
speeches. Sometimes one hears a maiden 
speech that is completely irrelevant to 
the issue that is being discussed in the 
House. Neither of these two speeches fall 
into that category. The hon. Member for 
Houghton-le-Spring (Mr. Blyton) h:1s 
raised an extremely important point of 
criticism of this Measure in regard to the 
return that what one might call the more 
highly-paid worker will get under it, as 
compared with what he has got in the 
past or might have got, if a different 
method had been evoked in this Measure. 
The hon. Member for South Belfast 
(Lieut.-Colonel Gage) has raised a point 
in regard to the legal Tribunals which had 
not been raised earlier in the discussion, 
and they are both points which will have 
to be dealt with by the Minister in the 
course of the Debate. I think I can say 
to any new Members making their maiden 
speeches that if they can feel, as both 
these hon. Gentlemen can, that they lH.ve 
each made a substantial point and one 
which no one else has made, they can 
advance with confidence in the knowledge 
that the next time they speak they will 
be listened to with respect and interest. 

My task is slightly different to what it 
usually is, because I propose to pass cer
tain criticisms upon the structure of this 
Bill. It is really the fruit of the Coalition 
Government, and as much has been done 
in the past to produce it by my own party 
as by the party opposite. This is an 
advance, undoubtedly, upon the whole 
position, but that is not saying much. 
Workmen's compensation in this country 
ha~ lagged very much behind over a 
period of years, and the fact that you have 
an improvement does not say that you are 
not going to face a number . of very 
awkward snags. You are sweepmg com
pletely over from a basis of earnings to 

the basis of disability, and you are placing 
the full load on the State. These are 
changes which the Minister has explained 
with great clarity, but he did, I think, 
gloss over one or two of the problems we 
have to face. His first and fo:-emost 
dilemma is this : If you are going to pay 
a high rate to workers injured in industry 
you are going to put an intolerable bur
den upon the contributors. If, on the 
other hand, you are going to try to com
promise, which is what the Minister is 
trying to do, and pay a much lower rate 
than the rate that would really give a 
return to the highly-pn.id worker, the 
highly-paid worker is going to suffer in 
comparison with what he might receive, 
supposing you were basing the thing on 
two-thirds earning benefit. If the State 
is to be the sole pa ycr, I do not think 
there should be any differentiation be
tween the money received by a man in
jured in the course of his employment and 
that received by the man who has been 
injured by being run over by a train or 
in some other way. 

Finally, on this point, I am convinced 
that we must watch the figures closely . 
It would be intolerable if we found that 
we were paying more through the State 
to the industrial worker who had been 
injured than was being paid to the man 
who had been injured during the war. 
We ha1e to see that the injured soldier 
has as good a State pension as an injured 
worker. The fundamental question is the 
shifting over in regard to disability from 
calculation on injury. Strong arguments 
have been put forward in favour of it. 
It has been put forward that the old 
earnings' basis made a man rather un
willing sometimes to get better. A point 
which has not been made to-day, and it 
is a strong one in favour of the new 
scheme, is that by calculating on dis
ability rather than on earning c2pacity, 
a man or woman who has suffered dis
ability will get a pension even although 
disfigurement has not affected earning 
capacity, which could not have occurred 
under the old Act. You may say, and 
it has been argued, that if a man wants 
a higher rate of compensation he can 
insure voluntarily. 

The argument is substantial but there 
are difficulties. First of all whether your 
flat rate is 40s. or 45s. for a sjngle man 
it is going to ,be a millstone around the 
neck of the highly-paid worker. Although 
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[Mr. Raikes. J 
the Minister has made certain modifica
tions the demand' that ifue assessment 
for the loss of a limb be an assessment 
not for the loss of occupational fitness 
but an assessment upon a citizenship basis 
means that there will be a tendency for 
doctors to say that t.l.e amount of in
capacity for the loss of the foot is such 
and such an amount, quite irrespective 
of whether the injured person is working 
in an industry w:here such an injury is 
vital to his earning capacity or merely an 
unpl-easant inconvenience. 

Facing that, one has to ask oneself 
whether there was any possible alterna
tive. I am inclined to think there was, 
and that this Measure, even to-day, could 
be substantially improved if consideration 
were once again given to what was called 
the double deck er scheme produced by 
the hon. Member for Oxford City (Mr. 
Hogg) last November. That scheme 
amounted to this: Flat rates and supple
ments were accepted but over and above 
that the difference between the 40s. or 
45s. and two-thirds of the man's pre-war 
earnings should be met by workman's 
compensation by the employer. If that 
was done it would not affect the general 
basis of the scheme. While the lesser 
paid worker would be getting his flat rate 
the man who had had big earnings in the 
past would .get extra money ~n the. basis 
of his earnmgs. It would, m pomt of 
fact, still retain one part of the old work
man's compensation idea that the em
ployer has a very special responsibility to 
the worker who is injured, and at the 
same time it would ensure that the ordi
nary worker got a pretty _fair rate ~f com
pensation. The scheme would not mvolve 
an enormous amount. It would simply 
mean that the employer would have to 
insure against the difference between the 
flat rate and two-thirds of the earnings, 
and it would take away every grievance 
of the better paid worker. At the same 
time it would avoid a criticism that there 
is differentiation in favour of industrial 
injury by the State givi~g .a certain differ
entiation in benefits w1thm one compre
hensive scheme. The employer would pay 
the difference, and there would otherwise 
be a flat rate as between every kind of 
injury whether in industry or outside. 

I do not want to stress that any further, 
but I believe that even at this stage it is 
a suggestion well worth considering. We 

do not want to penalise the well paid man; 
we do not want to raise the rate of con
tribution in a way which would make 
those contributions intolerable for the 
ordinary man to make. The a;gument 
was raised in this House agamst the 
double decker scheme that it meant a 
double kind of administration, that there 
would be on the one hand the social 
security scheme and <?n the other. hq..nd 
workman's compensatiOn. What 1s the 
scheme we are considering to-day? All 
the spokesmen on the Front Opposition 
and Front Government Benches have said 
that they thought it would be advisable 
that the better paid workers should volun
tarily insure through various supplemen
tary schemes. If a man voluntarily in
sures he goes to the insurance company, 
and there you have a double administra
tion with regard to the scheme. The dif
ference between that suggestion and the 
double decker scheme is that a man is 
properly covered up to two-thirds of his 
pre-war earnings, and alternatively in the 
Bill there is a way of allowing a man to 
supplement by voluntary insurance at his 
own expense. Up to this moment there 
has not been laid down a rate which in
surance companies should pay. If the 
double decker scheme is not adopted I 
hope certain rates will be laid down in 
regard to specific insurance companies, 
and that it will be made clear that workers 
who insure with other companies do so 
absolutely at their own risk. 

Mr. House (St. Pancras, North): \iVould 
not the double decker scheme be an in
centive to an employer to reduce wages, 
in that his premium would increase with 
higher wages and decrease with lower 
wages? 

Mr. Raikes: I should have thought that 
on the whole the amount which employers 
would have to find in insurance premiums 
to meet the difference between 40s. or 
45s. and supplements and two-thirds of 
the rate of wages would certainly not be 
anywhere near a figure which would make 
it worth t~e while of an employer to risk 
a storm w1th the trade union. 

Turning for one moment to the question 
of tribunals, the hon. ~nd gallant Member 
to: South Belfast (L1eut.-Colonel Gage) 
raised on_e or two substantial points. I 
am co:r:scwus of th_e fact that the pensions 
officer m the first mstance will do his job 
to the best of his ability and conscienti
ously, but I do not much like the method 
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of appeal. One goes from the pensions think that, however good this Commis
officer to a court consisting of a chafrman, sioner is, he will equal the House of Lords 
appointed, I think, by the Minister, with sitting in a judicial capacity or the Court 
a representative of the employers and a of Appeal in wisdom. 
representative of the trade unions sitting 
beside him. I do not think that that is an 
ideal court for interpreting law or for look
ing at this problem of compensation with 
complete impartiality. There may well 
be a fear, it may be a foolish fear, ()n the 
part of a non-unionist if he appears before 
the court and is a little nervous of the 
union representative who is on that par
ticular tribunal. It is all very well hav
ing employers and employees sitting on 
tribunals dealing with questions of con
ciliation, but in places in which the 
general run of legal justice is being dealt 
with I think the less a person on a tribunal 
has to do with either side of the industry 
the better it is for all concerned. 

I would say of the courts that whatever 
may be their history, in the course of the 
last forty years the British workman has 
had a pretty good deal from the courts, 
taking it by and large. [Laughter.] I 
notice some hon. Members on the other 
side are laughing at that, but the very 
statement I have made was made from 
t~ese Benches-just before we changed 
s1des, as a result of the Election___jby the 
hon. Member for Gower (Mr. Grenfell), 
whose long experience in the mining in
dustry and in the Labour Party should 
ensure that his view of what the courts 
have done in the last forty years be 
listened to with respect. 

I leave this point by saying that these 
ad hoc tribunals have a certain disadvan
tage about them. The final appeal is to 
a Commissioner who, the Minister pointed 
out, would not be appointed by him. I 
think the Minister was a little ingenuous. 
The Commissioner is not appointed by 
him but by His Majesty. All that means 
is that he is appointed by the Govern
ment, and the Government will, as usual, 
take the advice of the Minister who is 
running the whole of this scheme. He 
will have a lot to do with the appoint
ment. I am not suggesting that he will 
be a bad person to make the appoint
ment, but there will be a completely dif
ferent atmosphere from that of the courts. 
The appellant comes from the pensions 
officer to an ad hoc tribunal to somebody 
appointed by the same Ministry. Then 
the appeal goes finally to a Commissioner 
appointed by the Government. I do not 

I have made my criticisms. I think 
it is only right that the Government should 
have something to answer other than a 
mere chorus of praise when they reply 
to-night and to-morrow. I reiterate that 
in my view this Measure is an improve
ment on the pa.st. If the suggestions I 
have made with regard to the double
decker scheme were adopted they would 
constitute a considerable improvement 
on the Measure as it is now. One final 
point occurs to me which I think will be 
a problem for the Minister. Under this 
1\feasure, I think I am right in saying 
that in the case of a fatal accident it is 
possible for more than one person to 
benefit. I think a widow and a parent 
can benefit at the same time. That places 
the Minister in a difficult position in re
gard to the general stucture of the social 
services. In the case of injury there are 
two beneficiaries, but in the case of death 
by accident there will be only one. Why 
should there be any differentiation be
tween the two cases? I prophesy that the 
Minister will have to face some storms 
with his own people in the course of the 
Committee stage. Finally, I would say 
that a little more elasticity in this scheme. 
a little more remembrance of the highly 
p~id workman and the occupational basis 
of disability are points by which this 
Measure might still be made one which 
will really be a jewel on the brow of the 
Government that introduced it. Do not, 
by haggling over small points, make the 
:Measure a second-rate one when, if advice 
is taken, it might be made much better. 

6.13 p.m. 
1\fr. Clitherow (Liverpool, Edge Hill) : 

I wish to claim the indulgence of the 
House for this, my maiden speech. I am 
certain that the industrial population of 
my native city Liver•pool, a division of 
which I represent, will welcome is Bill 
as a humane Bill and a great social ad
vance. That city, as is well known, is a 
great port, and has big shipbuilding in
dustric and light and heavy industries of 
most kinds, and the question of work
man's injuries is one of great consequence 
in my own division of Edge Hill, whkh 
is perhaps most famous for its railway 
grid. The number of injuries there must 
be considerable, and men in that division 
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[Mr. Clitherow. J 
who are injured must welcome this Bill 
as being a relief to their minds as well as 
to their bodies. 

I have perhaps a little more intimate 
association with a number of these cases 
than have many people in the House. 
I am a final year medical student. That 
happens to .be a part-time hobby of mine. 
In the orthopaedic departments there are 
men who would be better mentally and 
physically if this Bill were passed into 
law. They are frightened to go out into 
the world. They are frightened to take 
on light or heavy work in case ther·e is a 
recurrence of their injury. There is no 
doubt about that, and they suffer from it. 
They are scared in case of a recurr·ence. 
They deteriorate mentally and physically, 
and then you lose good men. 

I want to speak on this Bill for a class 
of people who have been completely 
neglected in the past. Among them are 
the finest people in this country; I am 
thinking particularly of the nursing pro
fession. I use the ex'Pression " health 
workers '' to cover everybody, and I 
would like the Minister seriously to con
sider inserting in words so that this Bill 
shall include health workers who contract 
tuberculosis through being directly in con
bet with tubercular patients in the course 
of their normal duties or within some 
reasonable time afterwards. I make that 
suggestion because of my own observations 
both as a medical student and as a mem
ber of the local city council, sitting on the 
hospitals committee. I want it to be 
realised that nurses and health workers, 
·whether they be X-ray workers, physio
therapists, rehabilitation workers, or 
medical students, and, of course, the 
medical profession themselves, have a 
thorough medical examination before they 
start. They ar-e a far healthier body of 
people when they first start their profes
sion than the average. 

I would like :to give one or two 
examples. A brilliant young man who 
took his M.Sc. Degree was two years 
ahead of me. Towards the end of his 
finals two years ago he felt ill. He had 
an X-ray examination and pulmonary 
tuberculosis was disclosed. By the 
humanity of the Liverpool University he 
was allowed to complete his final degree, 
a dy;ing man. On the day on which his 
diploma was on the Philharmonic Hall 
table to be given to him, and almost at 

the same minute as his name was being 
called, he was being lowered int? ~he 
earth. A year later there was a Similar 
occurrence. In my own year a man went 
1into the sanatorium for six months, and 
at the present moment there ci.s a man 
going for his examination who has been 
three years in a sanatorium. His 
medicals were interrupted. My observa
tions--! have no statisticS~-are these : 
one in every 50 medical students go down 
with tuberculosis during the three years' 
clinical work . 

I can talk of the nursing profession 
from my association with the Liverpool 
Corporation Hospitals Committee. It is 
distressing to see the number of nurses 
whose names appear before the Commit
tee as having gone down with colds and 
eventually tuberculosis. We pay them a 
full sala·ry for about three months, half 
salary for a further three months and then 
cast them off like an old glove. That :is 
not humanity. Those people have gone 
into a calling and there is no doubt at all 
'that they take added risks. They go to 
work among the sick who have our 
greatest sympathy. Tuberculosis is the 
white scourge of this country. We have 
practical examples to quote to prove how 
the tuberculosis germ still remains. The 
walls are washed wi:th soda water, the 
water :is neutralised and centrifuged, and 
!he deposit injected into guinea pigs If 
1t can get to the wall from the patient, 
canno t it get to the nurse in between? 

I have suggested that there should be 
within the framework of this Bill provi
sion for a specific class of workers who do 
a specific job of work in contact with 
tuher~ular patients. I am not asking for 
anythmg fur ther. In Liverpool we have 
had cases about which we felt strongly. 
We h ave felt our responsibility keenly 
b~cause we ~ave had the X -rays of these 
girls and the1r full medical reports before 
they sta~ted , and they have gone down 
perha.ps m two years. We have applied 
to the Town Clerk to take over ~he 
responsibility. We have been told we are 
out of order. Counsel's opinion has been 
sought and counsel's opinion has been 
that tuberculosis is not an industrial 
disease. If a girl can prove that on a 
given date a patient with an active lesion 
coughed in her face and pulmonary tuber
culosis. can be attri~uted to that, that is 
an accident. That 1s not humanity and 
I hope that before this Bill gDes th;ough 
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it will have an amendment in the Corn- lbe voluntary contributors under this 
mittee room so that these girls who do scheme. I suppose it might be said there 
probably the greatest job of work in this would be a slight risk that only those em
country are included. ployers in dangerous trades would avail 

I do not want to labour the case un- themselves of that privilege, but the fund 
duly. I think I have made the point that would be so laTge that I think the risk 
I really wanted to make. Others are might well be taken. 
much better able to discuss the money There is one other matter to which I 
side with regard to compensation and should like to refer and which has been 
various other matters. All I wish to say mentioned by one or two previous 
is that this Bill is a great advance, but speakers. The old law did suffer un
I say " Please do not leave out the health doubtedly from an atmosphere of litiga
workers who work among tubercular tion. There was a good side to that, 
patients." however. The litigation was open and 
6.23 p.m. above-board, and it enabled the workman 

Mr. Harold Roberts (Birmingham, to go to the highest court. It is most 
Handsworth): I stand in great need of important that the benefits given under 
the indulgence of the House in address- this Bill should be received with the full 
ing it for the first time. I believe it is confidence of those who seek the benefit. 
customary that new Members should My experience as a public man is that 
abstain from being unduly contentious. the disappointment of a disappointed liti
Never has anybody had less temptation gant is nothing to the baffled frustration 
than I in that respect, because I am of a man who tries to get his way with 
speaking on a Bill introduced with the a Government Department and cannot. 
good will of an parties. We have heard I think these courts-we may as well call 
much criticism of detail, all of it helpful. them courts, because that is what they 
I desire to give the Bill my very cordial are-should sit in public. Their hearings 
support, and anything I say about it should be open, their decisions should 
relates only to detail and the desire to be given speedily, and advocates should 
make it better. We can an work :to- be allowed. I hope I will not be thought 
gether to make it as good as it can lbe. to be speaking in self-interest, because I 

am not an advocate and am not likely to 
May I first refer to the remarks made undertake any work of this kind. What 

by an earlier speaker to the effect that is an advocate? He is a man whose task 
legislation appeared to distinguish be- it is to supply the skill which the poor 
tween employers and employed? I think litigant has not got. He may be, and 
he commented on the fact that this Bill very often is, a salaried advocate, a trade 
appeared to perpetuate that distinction. unjon secretary, of high competence and 
If that is due to historical causes, it is very great specialised knowledge. He 
not surprising that in this Bill, which is may be an ad hoc advocate, a barrister 
professedly one to abolish workmen's or solicitor, paid a fee on each occasion. 
compensation and establish a new But it is my opinion that advocates assist 
system, there is a little over-hanging. If courts and are conducive to the cause of 
one looks at the Title of the Bill one justice. I consider that in courts, at any 
will see that it is intended to benefit rate in the higher ones, advocates, both 
people in employment and I think, with- trade union and legal, should be allowed 
out being pedantic, one can say there is because it is of the utmost importance, 
no reason why the village carpenter, who as a previous speaker said, that justice 
was mentioned by an earlier speakeT, should manifestly appear to be done. 
should be excluded. Indeed, I hope it Those are the only two points on which 
may be possible for the Government to I feel any competence to offer any real 
bring within the framework of this Bill contribution to the Debate. I make them 
small employers who share with their with all deference and in the hope that 
workpeople risks of an industrial charac- perhaps they or something of the sort 
ter. Another reason why they are left may commend themselves to the Minister 
out is the difficulty of the standing cost. in Committee, and with the assurance 
In the first classic legislation of this sort, that I regard the Bill as a great and 
the Act of rgrr, there was provision for momentous advance, and I feel it is a 
voluntary contributors, and I see no very great privilege to have been able 
reason why small employers should not to say a few words in support of it. 
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6.30 p.m. 
Mr. George Griffith~ (Hemsworth): I 

feel that I have as much right to speak 
on this Bill to-night as any man in the 
House. I have a family history attached 
to compensation, but, before I deal with 
that, there are one or two other things I 
want to say about the Bill. I would like 
to say to the hon. Member for Wavertree 
(Mr. Raikes)-he went up North instead 

Df stopping down South because he 
thought he would have a safer seat there 
~that the right hon. Gentleman the Mem
ber for North Leeds (Mr. Peake), with 
whom he did not agree, has spoken better 
to-day on compensation than he has done 
in the last 11 years. The hon. :Member 
for Wavertree told the Minister, " You 
must look out for storms in Committee." 
He said, " The Bill is very decent, but we 
want to make it better." One way in 
which he wants to make it better is by re
taining the lawyers. We think the lawyers 
should be out of it, because of the 
tremendous cost they mean to all trade 
unions. I will give some percentages. 
The percentage for lawyers is 53 per cent. 
and the nercentage, for the man who gets 
hurt is 47 per cent. The hon. Member 
for Wavertree is a barrister; that is why 
he pleaded that the lawyers should still 
be retained to plead for llS. I can give 
the cost to the Yorkshire Miners' Associ
ation which will startle the House, but it 
will not startle some others, because 
they already know about it. 

Mr. Pritt (Hammersmith, North): Will 
the hon. Member forgive me for interrupt
ing? I do not often seek to defend the 
legal profession, but the figures to which 
the hon. Member is referring include the 
profit of the insurance companies. The 
insurance companies are worse than the 
lawyers. 

1\ir. G. Griffiths: I refer to the profits 
and also the lawyers' charges. I believe 
the doctors are in it also. Those are the 
fio-ures, so far as we are concerned, and 
w~ do not want the lawyers in the Bill. 
I ask the Minister to keep them out. Now 
I want to give a bit of the history of _my 
own family in the matter of compensatiOn. 
I have a brother who is 72 years of age. 
He has never had a penny compensation 
in his life. He has never worked in the 
pit, or at the pit top since he met with 
an accident, and has never been able to 
pick anything off the floor ~it~~ut going 
em his knees to do so. H1s ID)Ury was 

received before the first Compensation Act 
came into operation. He took out a bit 
of insurance and, at about 68 years of 
age, he retired with some kind of super
annuation. He is wearing a special jacket 
now, for which he had to pay himself; 
the colliery company did not pay any
thing towards it. That is one of the 
things that makes me so bitter against 
the colliery companies. I had another 
brother who died of silicosis. He had a 
little compensation-not 30s. A man's 
compensation was based on the periods 
when he was not working as well as on 
those when he was working. The amount 
was totalled up for 12 months, and there 
were exceptionally few men in the mining 
industry that got anything like 30s. a 
week. 

I worked as regularly as any man in 
the pit, at the coal face, for 25 years with 
what bit of muscle I had. I got hurt and 
was away for 28 weeks, and when I got 
my compensation it was 16s. 2t<1. a week 
for myself, my wife and my two children. 
That is not so long ago as the case of my 
brother who was suffering from silicosis. 
When his widow went to draw compensa
tion for herself, it had been almost used 
up. She got the bit that was left out of 
£300, and it was not long before she had 
to go to the poor law authorities, as they 
were in those days. I could not help her, 
and it was a bitter pill to me to see my 
brother's widow going for this assistance. 
That is my family history. 

I would like to point out to the Minister 
that there are some lads in the industry 
to-day who are doing men's work, push
ing the pan shovel. They earn £5 or £6 
a week. Some of 1hese lads will now have 
to come down from 40s. to 22s. 6d. com
pensation. If an injured lad waits nine 
days before drawing his compensation he 
will draw 22s. 6d. plus a half-33s. gd. 
-instead of 8os. What do hon. Members 
think he will say to the Minister of Fuel 
and Power when he gets that in his hand? 
He will say, " You had better go down 
the pit and get the coal yourself." 

I do not want to keep the House, but 
there is just one other point. I was at 
a miners' meeting last Tuesday night 
addressing my men. I go to their meet
ings occasionally, and I get a good deal of 
knowledge from them. They are always 
asking questions. I would like to ask 
whether persons injured before 1924 wm 
get the advance, because I have two men 



319 National Insurance 10 OCTOBER 1945 320 (Industrial Injuries) Bill 

in my district, both living m the same 
street, one of whom was hurt a fort
night before 1924 who gets the previous 

· advance, and the other, who was hurt a 
fortnight after 1924 who does not get that 
advance. One says to the other, "Jack, 
this is a bit rough on me," and the other 
fellow says, '' I am sorry you were not 
hurt on the same day as I was." I am 
desirous that whoever is living when this 
Bill is put on the Statute Book, and who 
is unable to work, shall be paid the same 
as anybody else. 
6-42 p.m. 

Mr. Popplewell (Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
West): I rise with some diffidence to 
address this House for the first time. It 
is an ordeal which we must all go through, 
but it is with pleasure that I have caught 
your eye, Mr. Speaker, to speak on a Bill 
of this description. It is something many 
of us have been asking for, and clamour
ing for, for a tremendously long time. On 
broad lines of principle, I wholeheartedly 
congratulate the Minister of National 
Insurance for the effort he has made in 
connection with this Bill. Naturally, 
many of us "' ho have been dealing with 
compensation in the industrial field for 
several years cannot be entirely satisfied. 
The first thing that leaps to one's mind, 
remembering the people who are going 
to be claimants under it-is the greater 
payment of 45s. a week. This is an 
advance of ros. on the previous compen
sation payment. We are pleased the Min
ister has raised it to-day from 40s. to 45s., 
but we hope that before the Bill is finally 
agreed upon, that he will increase it to 
sss. because, when all is said and done, 
these people are injured through no fault 
of their own, although one of the speakers 
on the other side did suggest that there 
was a large contributory factor to injuries 
in industry. Injured people have to live 
and maintain a decent standard of life 
during the compensation period. Further
more they are desirous of getting back to 
work at the earliest possible moment. 
Therefore their rates of pay, when they 
are away from work .owing to accident, 
should be such as to g1ve them that addi
tional nourishment which we all know 
is more necessary at that time. I therefore 
express the hope that the Minister, having 
made one advance of ss. will see his way, 
before the Bill becomes an Act, to in
crease the sum still further. 

I congratulate the Minister very much 
on the complete changeover he has made 

No. 13 

in workmen's compensation. Quite 
~istinct from the hon. Gentleman oppo
site who has been arguing for the 
preservation of the legal mind in com
pensation, we are very pleased to see the 
end of those legal charges and costs which 
some of us in trade unions have seen 
mounting up on our balance sheets year 
by year, even to the House of Lords, 
the most costly assembly possible. In 
order to get a measure of justice for a 
p~or fellow. ~ho has unfortunately sus
tamed an mJury, it has been necessary 
for us to go through all the complications 
~nd. the expen~e involved in getting 
JUStice. I compliment the Minister upon 
the complete change in procedure which 
he is bringing about by his insurance 
officers, local appeal tribunals and, ulti
mately, the Commissioner himself. I 
deprecate that the Minister has not yet 
seen fit to pay an injured man from the 
first day, but I hope he will change his 
mind on that point. He has brought the 
waiting period down to two days, but 
there is a principle involved. Where is 
the logic and where is the reason in con
tinuing to penalise for two days a man 
who has suffered an injury before he is 
entitled to benefit? I sincerely trust that 
the Minister will be able to make altera
tions later on, so that a man will be 
entitled to benefit upon the first day that 
he is actually away from work owing to 
injury. 

There is another important point. I 
venture to suggest that the procedure sug
gested will result in a tremendous speed 
up in the benefits paid to people. vVe 
have often seen men injured in industry 
having to wait week after week before an 
insurance company decided to pay the 
benefit, deliberately holding it back for 
some obscure reason. The change of 
procedure in bringing the matter under 
the Minister himself gives one reasonable 
ground to hope that there will not be 
waste of time, and that there will not 
be the heavy cost, owing to the ramifica
tions of insurance companies. One feels 
that insurance companies will naturally 
be aggrieved at the passing of this 
Measure but the more they are aggrieved 
the more will be the benefit for our people. 
I am pleased that the Minister has cut 
out t:l}e old question of lump sum pay
ments. There is not one of us in the 
trade union movement taking an active 
part in these matters but has times out 
of number come across the poverty and 

c 
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jMr. Popplewell.] 
degradation brought about among our 
people because they have been tantalsed 
by £zoo or £300 lump sum paym·ents. It 
is therefore pleasing to know that our 
people will be protected against trem
selves in this manner. 

Another welcome and important fea ure 
is introduced in assessing the amoun· of 
compensation. Instead of taking the ]re
accident and post-accident earnings Wlen 
a man gets back to work, and so ariv
ing at a mean figure to decide what his 
capabilities are, it is much better to folow 
the principle accepted by the Minister, ~nd 
followed in the Service Departments, of 
deciding on a percentage basis accordng 
to actual disability and not according to 
what might be the gross earning capacty. 
One can further see in the suggestion: of 
the Minister an end to the controve:-sy 
which we have had in the past in gettng 
diseases scheduled as industrial disea~s. 
By the proposed method of applicaton 
one can see that commonsense will be 
brought to bear and that we shall 10t 
have to go through the old legal proced1re 
which has cost us so much in the past. 

I feel that the Bill is a real step towa·ds 
establishing the freedom about which an 
hon. Member opposite spoke so gli>ly 
yesterday. He said he was afraid it vas 
going. The freedom to exploit our pemle 
in industry is decidedly on the wane, wlile 
the freedom is growing for our people to 
enjoy a reasonable measure of protecton 
and to know that they are assured at 
long last, should they lose a limb or an 
arm or suffer some injury which requi·es 
a surgical appliance, that there will 10t 
be tremendous delay and playing abmt 
with National Health Insurance and <p
proved societies and suchlike. Here is 
something that will give them an opp>r
tunity to get back into industry fa~ earler 
and that will make them far happ1er thm 
many of them have been. 

We have all seen some of these peope. 
There is a man in my own village at he 
present moment, walking about with aJti
ficial legs. He was injured in the mires 
and lost his legs, and he had great difi
culty in getting the artificial limbs. Xis 
experiences were too disgraceful for woris. 
For those things, if for no other reasm, 
I think the Minister is performing a useul 
job of work. I sincerely trust that b.e 
may go a little further, taking his cour<ge 
in both hands, and say: "We are comng 

forward with something of which we may 
be proud. We are giving people benefit 
somewhere near their earning capacity 
and we are not continuing to bolster up 
the figures which have obtained for so 
long in the past.'' 
6.54 p.m. 

Mr. Basil Nield (Chester): At the outset 
of my observations perhaps I might be 
allowed, and I am sure the House would 
wish it, to offer congratulations first to 
the hon. Member for Edge Hill (Mr. 
Clitherow), who made a most sincere 
appeal on behalf of that most deserving 
section of the community, the nursing pro
fession; secondly, to my hon. Friend the 
Member for Handsworth (Mr. H. 
Roberts), who made most useful sugges
tions which I hope the Minister will re
member; and lastly to the hon. Member 
who has just sat down, and who made a 
most able speech. This I do with the 
utmost sincerity, in spite of some of the 
harsh things he said about the profession 
to · which I belong. 

In the course of this Debate, and, in
deed, in the course of the Debate on the 
White Paper some titme ago, most speeches 
have indicated that there is general agree
ment with the proposals which form the 
basis of the Measure now under considera
tion. I think that the reasons for that 
general welcome are these: First, it is 
thought right to bring the whole problem 
of industrial injuries into line with the 
wider plan for Social Insurance. Secondly, 
it is recognised in this Measure, as it has 
been recognised for some so years, that 
some special rights should attach to a work
man who is injured at his work. Lastly, 
~ think _it. app~als to people because, by 
1ts admm1strabve arrangements, it seeks 
to eliminate friction between employers 
and employed. My object in addressing 
the ~ouse is t~ endeavour to put forward 
certam suggestwns which I hope are of a 
constructive character and to which I 
~now my right hon. Friend will give atten
tion. :Before I come to those specific 
matters, there is one general problem to 
which I desire to aadress myself. 

I noticed particularly, in reading the 
report of ~he Debate on the White Paper, 
that a w1de and robust criticism was 
levelled at these proposals by a certain 
sectio.n of hon. M~mbers, on the ground 
that 1t ·was not nght that the workman 
should bear any part of the 'burden under 
the new scheme. It •was cogently pointed 
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out that hitherto the whole of the burden ermloyed man. It is plain that those who 
had fallen upon the employer; why now areto receive the benefits of this Measure 
impose one upon the workman? I feel that are in effect defined in the first part of 
hon. Memtbers would do well to consider theFirst Schedule as those who are under 
the answer to that wide criticism. One of a :ontract of service or a contract of 
the principal answers is that when the new apJrenticeship. That plainly excludes the 
Measure becomes an Act, as it undoubt- self-employed man who may be working 
edly will, there will be an additional bene- for himself, either with or without a few 
fit for the workman and a corresponding woJkmen under him. It seems to me 
additional obligation on the employer. harl that that not inconsiderable and very 

des~rving section of the community should 
b6 kept outside the benefits of this Bill. 
I W)Uld ask my right hon. Friend to con
sid(r if it is not possible to insert a new 
Cla.J.se so that such men are enabled to 
ma~e their contributions to the central 
funi and to draw benefits equally with 
tho;e who are under contract of service. 

May I explain what I mean? Under 
the existing law a workman who is in
jured at his work may have two remedies. 
He may seek his workman's compensa
tion, or, if he can establish negligence on 
the part of the employer or breach of 
statutory duty, as, for example, failure 
to fence dangerous machinery, he can re
cover damages. Under the existing law 
these remedies are alternatives. Hon. 
Members may recall Section 29 of the 
principal Workman's Compensation Act, 
rgzs, which makes it clear that a work
man must elect which of these remedies 
he will choose. 

As I construe the new situation-and 
my right hon. Friend in his opening 
speech, which we all admired so much, 
indicated that this was his view-the 
workman who is injured will recover his 
insurance benefit as of right, because he 
has paid his contributions, but he will 
also be able to recover damages if the 
employer has been guilty of negligence or 
breach of duty. Therefore, there is the 
double obligation now on the employer. 
It has already been mentioned that a 
Departmental Committee is considering 
the whole question of employers' liability. 
It is a matter of the utmost importance, 
and we await their report with great in
terest. I hope that eventually it may be 
thought right to do away with the Em
ployers' Liability Act of r88o, which I 
regard as quite valueless, and also to do 
away with the doctrine of the defence of 
common employment, which, in my ex
perience, has been responsible for some 
injustices. Another argument in favour 
of the equality of contributions is that, 
in my view, a man always prefers to 
accept a benefit which he is entitled to as 
of right, having paid for it. This brings 
the whole matter into line with the general 
plan of social insurance. 

Let me turn to the specific suggestions 
which I urge deserve some consideration. 
One or two hon. Members have already 
mentioned the position of the self-

No. I3 

Nr. Logan (Liverpool, Scotland): That 
wolld be something similar to the volun
taT: contributor in National Health? 

Ifr. Nield: I am much obliged to my 
hor. Friend, and I agree with him. It 
w01ld conform with other enactments 
whch embrace such permissive Clauses. 

':'he next matter about which I want 
to say a word is the determination of 
clams, and I hope I shall not disagree 
too violently with the hon. Member for 
Wst Newcastle. At first sight, I felt 
corsiderable disquiet at the removal from 
the courts of the question of the deter
milation of claims under this Bill, and I 
fee: that the hon. Member and I 
are at least at one in this, that while he 
conplains of the expense of litigation, he 
ma<es no complaint of the real justke 
whch is ultimately obtained. I felt that 
it was perhaps dangerous to remove 
fron the purview of the c.ourt these 
oftm extremely delicate questions, and 
I SlW little reason for the e tablishment 
of vhat is, in effect, a new judiciary in the 
shaJe of commissioners to act as the final 
apJellate tribunals. On reflection, how
eve-, and after discussion and after 
ha\ing li tened to most of the speeches 
to-(ay, I do not feel disposed to quarrel 
witi the set-up which is envisaged in the 
BiH with one or two qualifications which 
I ~ill mention. 

1he reasons I ·have reached this con
clu:ion are that I agree strongly that we · 
shmld seek to eliiPinate, if passible, the 
anhgonism which litigation often causes, 
anc I think that there is much to be said 
for an informal tribunal. The qualifica
tior I would make is that I strongly feel 

Cz 



325 National Insurance HOUSE OF COMMONS (Industrial Injuries) Bill 

[Mr. Nield. J 
there should be a last resort to the courts, 
and I suggest for my right hon. Friend's 
consideration that the best way to achieve 
that is to permit a case to be stated for 
1the opinion of the High Court on a 
point of law. I imagine that, with the 
machinery envisaged in this Bill, such 
cases would be few, and that there should 
be that last resort to the judges who have 
such vast eXjperience in these matters, 
seems to me to be right. I further agree 
with what my hon. Friend the Member 
for Handsworth said, namely, that these 
inquiries should be in public and that 
those who appear should be entitled to be 
represented even by Members of my pro
fession, and, possibly, by others more 
intimately connected with the hon. Mem
ber for West Newcastle. It seems to me 
that that is right and fair. 

I have not had an opportunity of in
vestigating very closely the enforcement 
Clauses in this Bill, 1the rights of inspec
tion, and so forth. Representations have 
been made to me that they are a little 
too harsh and that they might be brought 
into line with, for example, enforcement 
Clauses of rthe Wages Council Act of this 
year, whereby only limited jnspection can 
Jbe allowed, and an employer who is found 
not to have himself committed the offence 
and can show that it was the offence of 
a third party, may put the lia1hility on that 
rf:hird party. 

There appears in !this Bill many times a 
Clause allowing the Minister to make 
Regulations. One hopes that that does 
not too much deprive this House of i.ts 
right of discussion and debate. I could 
not help noticing that under Clause 23 
the time in which n01tice must be given 
and a claim made js left to Regulation. 
Under the old Workmen's Compensation 
Act the House decided what the proper 
time was, and my right hon. Friend might 
think it proper to specify a bime so that 
the House may discuss and decide the 
poinrf:. Indeed it may be thought proper 
to a void this delegated legislation and to 
allow the House to decide these matters. 
I trust that the Minister will be good 
enough lto give consideration to this point 
which I have endeavoured to make. 

7.10 p.m. 
Dr. Stephen Taylor (Barnet): Anyone 

who knows the workings of the old Work
men':- Compensation Act must welcome 
this Bill as a big step forward-as big 

as any we can take in this sphere. It 
gets rid of lump sum compensation, it 
gets rid-at least I hope it doeS-of the 
endless legal and medical wrangles which 
have wasted so much money, and takes 
Workmen's Compensation out of the 
market place, to put it into the field of 
social insurance. But when we are taking 
a step forward, it is always well to look 
at the next step a!head. The Bill per
petuates the distinction between industrial 
injury and disease and non-industrial in
jury and disease. This is a distinction born 
of history, and it is very hard, indeed, 
almost impossible, to explain to an or
dinary person why, if he falls on the wav 
to work and breaks his leg, he should get 
less money than if he falls or trips in the 
factory and breaks his leg there. The 
remedy for this is perfectly simple: it is to 
raise sickness benefits to precisely the 
same level as those applying to Work
men's Compensation under this Bill, and I 
hope very much that when the time comes 
the Minister will consider equalising those 
two rates of benefit. Once that is done, 
all the difficulties arising from the phrase 
'' or in the course of employment '' and 
the schedule of industrial diseases will dis
appear. 

This Bill is the prototype, as it were, for 
future social legislation, and there is one 
provision in it which I fear may be 
common to all the proposals which will be 
~ade for social insurance. I hope that it 
IS a proposal which the Minister will look 
at again with a view to seeing whether he 
cannot get rid of it. It is the proposal 
to ~educt ros. a week in respect of home 
savmg when a member of the household 
is a patient in hospital free of charge. Of 
course, every patient will be in hospital 
free .of charge when the national medical 
service ~omes into operation; this is a piece 
of .P~rs1mony which was invented by Sir 
Wilham . Beveridge. He was very 
generous ~n many respects in his Report, 
but occasw?ally he would put in some 
apparent piece of abstract justice which 
was re~lly a swindle and bore no relation 
to reality. Every housewife knows per
fectly well that when the wage-earner or 
:;ome other member of the h-ousehold is 
m hospital the family budget is little if 
at all, decreased. Rents, rates washi~g 
heating and the tallymen go 0~ just th~ 
same, and the only thing that is saved is 
the cost of the absent member's t' d 
f d B . ra wne 
oo . ~t even tJ:le food bill is very little 

changed m practice, and against that the 
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housewife has to set the cost of visiting hope the :Minister will at any rate be very 
the hospital and buying some small generous in his scheduling of industrial 
luxury to take to the patient-flowers, a diseases. 
cake or a book or whatever it may be. 
The r.esult is that for practical purposes 
there IS no reduction in expenditure when 
the wage-earner is ill. I do hope that the 
:\1inister will look again at that point. 

Now a word about the position of 
nurses, which the hon. Member for Edge 
Hill (Mr. Clitherow) mentioned. Partly 
for the sake of the nurses themselves and 
partly because they illustrate a general 
principle, in the past nurses have often 
been excluded from benefit because of 
doubt as to whether they were working 
under a contract of service. I hope that 
·the :Vlinister will be a:ble to assure us that 
all nurses will be covered, particularly 
those working on private nursing. Then, 
as the hon. Member for Edge Hill said, 
nursing is a risky job. If everything 
possible is done to make it safe, it is still 
more risky than the average. With every 
afeguard the nurse is still liable to 

certain pathogenic affections, to whitlows 
and septic fingers, kidney infections and 
septicaemia; she is more liable to these 
when every precaution is taken, but un
fortunately every precaution is not always 
taken at present in many hospitals. 
Regular X-rays, Mantoux tests and blood 
counts are not done, and I am convinced 
in my own mind that nurse~ are more 
liable to tuberculosis than the rest of the 
community-although this is disputed. If 
one takes sanatorium nurses alone, admit
tedly in good sanatoria they are not more 
liable, but if one takes the nursing profes
sion as a whole I am pretty sure that 
they are more liable to tuberculosis. But 
the ills of nursing are not in the Schedule 
of Industrial Disease, and that is the 
general point. In the past, unless there 
has been absolute legal proof of connection 
between the disease and the occupation 
-and overwhelming proof-the disease 
has not been scheduled, and hat has 
been the result? The trade unions have 
had to waste their energy getting diseases 
cheduled when that energy should have 

been used in getting rid of the diseases. 
The ame applies to research workers, 
who have spent their time proving a con
nection between the disease and the occu
pation instead of trying to get rid of the 
di ease. In the interim, if the National 
Health benefits are not brought up to 
the same level as industrial benefits, I 

Y.he Minister said that this Bill gives 
him power to promote and assist 
research into the causes, incidence and 
methods of prevention of industrial 
di~ease. I hope that the Minister will 
add to this research into the methods of 
treatment of diseases, becau~e thE' treat
ment of industrial accidents and disabili
ties, especially minor accidents, is still far 
from perfect. As hon. :Members on this 
side know full well, many minor accidents 
can be completely or very severely dis
abling, particularly when they affect the 
fingers. I hope also that the Minister 
will add to his charge in thi respect. to 
publicise the result of 1his researches. 
Between the two war much good work 
was done in this field by the Industrial 
Health Research Board, but it remained 
absolutely locked up, in the rather dull 
reports which they produced which were 
full of solid material, when it hould have 
been applied in indu try. Since the war 
the Indu trial Health Research Board has 
acquired a very energetic and able new 
ecretary, Dr. Schilling, with whose help 

have been produced a number of short, 
snappy, well-produced reports on indus
trial disabilities, injurie and accidents, 
and that ha helped a great deal to get 
re earch work across, and unle s research 
work is got across to the people who can 
act on it, it might as well not be done. 

There is one danger in official research, 
and that is the danger of putting all one's 
eggs into one basket. It looks neat if 
there i a co-ordinating agency for re
search, and it appeal to the Treasury 
mind to have a single body doing the re
search. But if that agency should fall 
down on the job you are sunk, and I 
tru t the :VIinister will not he itate to 
use the Industrial Health Research 
Board and the :Medical Research Council. 
I trust al o that he will not hesitate to 
trike out on his own in the research field, 

de pite Treasury protests, and in doing 
that I hope he will treat his research 
workers generously-not merely a to 
ea h or equipment, but also as to field 
worker , ~taff of a clerical type, and 
laboratory technicians. It is a ~hame to 
waste the time of re earch workers on 
routine clerical or field jobs when they 
should be getting on with their major 
projects. 
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Finally, a word about industrial 

neurosis. Mental disability makes up a 
large part of industrial disability. Many 
doctors, including those on tribunals, 
have been in the past, and I am afraid 
still are, inclined to treat the neurotic 
patient as a malingerer or at least as 
someone deserving of little sympathy. 
The truth is that the neurotic person is 
launched into life with a nervous system 
which is not perfect, and he finds it more 
difficult than most to " take it." They 
are the people who deserve more, sym
pathy, and who g-et less of it, than almost 
any class. It is sometimes said that the 
level of a civilisation can be judgea by 
the treatment it accords to its old people, 
I would like to add that it can be judged 
by the treatment it accords to its n~-q.ro
tics. The barbarian concentrates his 
neurotics; the civilised person compensates 
them and, -even more important, rehabili
tates them. That is no easy job; we often 
fail because we do not know enough, and 
I hope the Minister will generously finance 
research into industrial psychiatry. I 
hope he will be eclectic in his choice of 
psychiatrists and res-earch workers. I 
hope he will help to further the work of 
Dr. Craik at Cambridge on what may be 
called the mechanistic side of industrial 
psychiatry, the measurement of fatigue, 
of accident proneness, and so on. I hope 
also he will help and encourage the work 
of those psychiatrists who have b~en bu~y 
in the Army and have done a very fine 
job from the emotional angle. He may 
be warned against these people. I hope 
he will disregard that warning, because 
if we are to help these particular lame 
dogs, the industrial neurotics, over their 
very difficult stiles we must be ready to 
use every method, even some of those 
which do not find favour in official circles. 

7.21 p.m. 
Mr. Tom Smith (Normanton): I am 

sure the House will agree that the hon. 
Member for Barnet (Dr. S. Taylor) de
serves our congratulations. During the 
Debate we have heard many excellent 
maiden speeches based on know ledge and 
experience which will be valuable to the 
House as time goes on. 

I do not want to detract in any way 
from the congratulations that have been 
poured upon ~y right hon .. Friend the 
Minister of Social Insurance m regard to 
this Bill. He said rightly that the Bill 
was the product of the Coalition Govern-

ment. The right hon. Member for North 
Leeds (Mr. Peake) rightly said that he 
had had something to do with the pre
paration of it. Apart from slight excep
tions, the Bill is the same to-day as it 
was before the General Election. That 
does not detract from its merits. I wonder 
whether the House appreciates fully how 
this Bill breaks with the past. The right 
hon. Member for North Leeds detailed to 
the House what he regarded as the four 
weaknesses of the 1897 Act. Had he 
been actively engaged · in this matter just 
after that Act came into operation, I 
think he could have deta-iled more of its 
weaknesses and limitations. When that 
Measure was before the House in 18g6, 
there were responsible industrial Mem
bers of Parliament v,rho declared that the 
Measure, meagre though it was, would 
destroy every friendly society in the coun
try and cause some pits to close down. 
The l\1easure was extremely limited. The 
most it gave in maximum compensation 
for total incapacity was zos. a week, 
but a person had to wait three weeks 
before he could draw the first week's 
money. He had a fortnight to do for 
nothing. When I was injured in the pit 
I had to wait three weeks before I drew 
my small bit of compensation. But it 
did something else. It said that for fatal 
accidents £300 should be paid, but that in 
case.:; where the man died as a result of 
an accident some time after its occur
rence there was to be a deduction of 
every penny piece that had been paid in 
weekly compensation. It was only in 
1923 that we were able to get the Gov
ernment of that time to put in a minimum 
of £zoo in order to safeguard a woman 
from having to go to the Poor Law be
cause she drew no weekly compensation. 
The Act of 1897 had its humorous side, 
too. It provided that if a man fell off a 
building less than 30ft. high he was to 
get nothing. He had, so to speak, to 
fall the first 29ft. for nothing. Moreover, 
there was no reference in the Act to 
industrial diseases. 

Let it be said that there is no subject 
of more importance to industrial workers 
than the question of what i to be paid 
to them in the case of industrial injuries 
and fatal injuries in industry. There is 
no subject that arouses more bitterness in 
the heavy industries than the inadequacy 
of the present \Vorkmen's Compensation 
Acts. There ~s no subject on which 
audiences listen with keener attention than 
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that of the inadequacy of workmen's com
pensation and the need for putting it on 
to a fair basis. While this Bill is welcomed 
as a step forward and as a break with 
the past, some of my hon. Friends feel 
that it is not quite good enough. I make 
no apology for saying this. The Bill, 
good as it is and better than the existing 
law, is not as good as the Bills which 
labour Members brought fonvard when 
they were in opposition. In 1938 the last 
Bill that we brought forward as1"ed for 
three-fourths of the normal earnings, with 
a minimum of £3 a week for total in
capacity. For fatal accidents it asked for 
one-third of the normal earnings for the 
widow or 30s., and the children's allo·.,v
ances were one-third of that. This Bill 
is the result of Coalition thinking at a 
time when nobody knew whe11 the war 
was going to end. It is regarded by a 
good many hon. Members, including 
myself, as not being quite good enough, 
because certain things have happened. 
There has been a General Election and 
change of Government. This Bill was 
introduced in the first flush of victory. 
In my opinion, it would have been far 
better to have held it back and over
hauled it to bring it into accord with 
the policy that vv e have been preaching for 
many years. 

The Minister of Social Insurance, along 
with many others, has for years shown 
courage and boldness in advocating what 
he believed to be the right thing. 1 want 
him to believe that I speak in no spirit 
of antagonism. I believe we have an 
opportunity here to make a decent Act of 
Parliament that will bring something like 
tranquility ·where previously there has 
been hostility and suspicion. In putting 
through a Measure of this sort, let us do 
it in such a way that we will stop these 
questions being constantly debated in the 
House. Let us do it thoroughly, and 
leave Parliament to deal with more fun
damental problems. J and some of my 
hon. Friends make no apology for sub
mitting to my right hon. Friend the 
.J1inister of Social Insurance what we 
believe to be the inadequacy, anomalies 
and weaknesses of the Bill. I hope no 
hon. ~~I ember opposite will deny us that 
right. I want my right hon. ~riend to 
appreciate that ~hat we want h.1m to do 
is to make the B1ll worthy of th1s House. 

I would like to give one or two indica
tions of amendments that we think can 

be made. I welcome the ss. advance on 
the 40s. as being some little instalment 
of what ,was asked for. I also welcome 
the zs per cent. addition to partial com
pensation, but I would like to look at 
the exact wording of that provision before 
I deal with its implication. The indus
trial workers with whom I am connected 
believe that the 40s. provided for in the 
Bill is inadequate, for this reason. Earn
ings to-day are higher than they have 
ever been. How many times have we 
said that when a man is sick or is injured 
at work he ought not to lose his income? 
In many cases he earns more than he was 
getting before. During the war the prin
ciple of the guaranteed week in industry 
has grown up, based on the idea that a 
man who was out of work through no 
fault of his own ought not to be denied 
a week's wage. We welcome the extra 
ss. for total incapacity. We shall pos
sibly put down Amendments on the Com
mittee stage with regard to partial 
compensation. Frankly, I think that the 
method in the Bm is far preferable to, 
and an advance upon, the existing law. 
Those of us who have had the handling 
of trying to get partial-compensation men 
back to work know that there are no light 
jobs in the mining industry. I was at 
a colliery on Monday where fellows I had 
known for 30 years came along with walk
ing sticks saying that they were sorry 
that they had not a penny-piece of partial 
compensation now. We welcome the pre
sent proposal as being better on balance 
but we reserve the right to try and im
prove it. 

There are one or two other things which 
I ought to mention. Under the BiJl 've 
deny a pension to the widow of a man 
who dies from an accident unless the man 
had been in receipt of unemployability 
allowance. Why cannot we make up our 
minds on what we want with regard to 
this marriage question. We urge young 
men and women to marry, and yet we say 
in this Bill, '' If you marry after the date 
of the accident, unless you are receiving 
the unemployability allowance, there is no 
pension." I know the argument that 
will be used. It will be said that the old 
man in receipt of an industrial pension 
will marry a young woman in order that 
she may get a pension, but in practice it 
does not work out like that. I know of 
a case relating to a couple who intended 
to marr.v, where between the reading of 
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the banns and the date fixed for the mar
riage the man met with an accident and 
had to remain on his back for weeks. 

When he was ·better, they married. If 
this Bill had been in operation and that 
man had died from the effects of the acci
dent, unless there was unemployability, 
there would have been nothing for the 
widow. Why not put in a specified 
period of so many weeks or months after 
the accident in order to avoid these 
anomalies and pinpricks in administra
tion? Therefore, while welcoming the 
Bill in principle and knowing it to 'be 
advantageous and a break with the past, 
we claim the right to put down any · 
Amendments that we may think necessary 
in order to try and improve it. I would 
ask my right hon. Friend not to have a 
closed mind on this Bill. Let us jointly 
examine it in detail when it gets into 
Committee and see if we can do anything 
to improve it and so put on to the Statute 
Book a Measure of which we shall all be 
proud. I hope that he will do this. 

7·34 p.m. 
Mr. John McKay (Wallsend): I am 

glad to have this opportunity of speaking 
upon this particular Bill, and I :want to 
approach the subject from a different 
direction altogether from that of other 
speakers. In anything that I have to 
say, I do not intend to deal with the 
difference between injury in the pit, fac
tory or workshop-that is well known by 
everyone-nor do I think we ought to 
approach this particular subject from the 
same angle as social insurance. We must, 
of necessity, take into consideration the 
different circumstances relative to com
pensation, compared with ordinary ques
tions of 'benefits for health and o forth. 
We are dealing with this particular matter 
from a given position. What is that out
standing positi9n with regard to com
pensation? The outstanding thing with 
regard to it is the fact that, :without the 
introduction of this Bill, there is a given 
and definite lialbility upon a section of 
the community for the payment of c~m
pensation to the workman. Knowmg 
that that liability now exists, we must of 
necessity, when we 1begin to change the 
structure and the method of paying com
pensation and dea~ing wit~ cla_imants 
under the Bill, take mto consideration the 
liabilities now existing among certain 

sections who will no:w have to contribute 
under this Bill. 

What then is the position with regard 
to compensation itself? We have had the 
historical aspects of compensation laid be
fore us and it has been indicated that from 
one stage to another we have gradually 
increased the benefits. Why is it that we 
have definitely in the past, and right up 
to the present, stepped out with regard to 
giving benefits to men and others who 
are injured? It is for the particular reason 
that when men are injured at work, they 
have had to be there for the purpose of 
keeping people engaged in trade and in
dustry. Were it not for the fact that they 
must of necessity be in the mines-, fac
tories and other places in order to pro
ducf' the wealth of the country, these 
particular accidents would not happen. 
Therefore we introduced compensation 
law. What is the liability of the employers 
at the present moment with regard to 
compensation? It is admitted in the Gov
ernment White Paper itself that the 
present liability of the employers is prac
tically £zr,ooo,ooo--£r7,ooo,ooo in the 
actual benefits paid and practically 
£4,ooo,ooo in administrative charges. 

That being so, when the promoters of 
the Bill decided to change the whole struc
ture of compensation payments and 
liability with regard to building up a 
fund, what was the chief motive? I would 
have expected that the motive, particu
larly of a Labour Government, would, as 
far as possible, have been to increase the 
benefits above and beyond what are pro
vided at the moment without a contribu
tion equal to the extra and additional 
contribution that they were getting from 
the workmen. What would that have 
been in actual £ s. d.? Before the :Minis
ter gave his attention to this Bill the con
tribution that was to be paid by the 
workmen was £ro,ooo,ooo, and, why is it, 
when we are to start with this new struc
ture, that the workmen who are to con
tribute this £ro,ooo,ooo are not to receive 
extra benefits accordingly? Under the 
first proposal in the Bill the extra benefits 
are equal to £z3,ooo,ooo in place of the 
£r7,ooo,ooo received under the present 
law. 

At the moment, the employers are con
tributing £zr,ooo,ooo. Before the Minister 
of National Insurance explained the new 
attitude of the Government, the workmen 
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had to contribute £ro,ooo,ooo. Now, be
cause of the pressure put on the Govern
ment to increase the benefits, we find that 
they have decided to try to meet that 
pressure, which has been sustained for 
many weeks, by increasing again the 
~2nalty of the workman. Instead of con
tributing 3d. under the Bill, against the 
4d. by the employer, with the ss. extra 
~hich they. no.~ suggest, we are to get an 
~creased hab1hty to contributions of 4d. msiead of 3d. 

I want to put this proposition to hon. 
:\1embers of this House. There is not the 
slightest difficulty, either with questions 
of health insurance or pensions or compen
sation, in giving the people anything they 
want, if the people have to provide the 
money. That is what we are doing, and 
what is the result? The employers, under 
thi Bill, instead of contributing their 
'present liability of £2r,ooo,ooo, are to 
contribute £r3,00o,ooo. No wonder we 
get their s~I?port. While putting that 
general pos1hon, I want also to give a 
little more detail which has not yet been 
put before the House, but. which I think 
ought to go down on record in the pro
ceedings of this House. Despite the fact 
that we were contributing £ro,ooo,ooo and 
now have to contribute £r3,00o,ooo, there 
are any amount of cases to-day under the 
present law where men and youths are 
getting more benefits than they will get 
under this Bill. That is rather amazing 
to me-to think that we have to contribute 
so much more now than we ever did 
before, while the employers are the section to get relief. 

Let us get at the facts. I have had a 
good deal to do with compensation myself. 
There are any amount of intricacies with 
regard to it which you are now attempting 
to estimate in terms of £ s. d., in finding 
out what claim an individual has. Having 
had a long experience in regard to thi 
matter, and having consulted 'people in 
respon ible positions who are dealing with 
these questions every day of the week, I 
want to put to the House the position of 
the underground workers in the mines. 
When I speak of the youths in the pits 
to-day and the wage they are receiving, 
I want to put it to the House, that, on 
the average, they will not have very much 
more than youths are getting in other 
indu tries. I have looked at the ~inistry 
of Labour Gazette to-day with regard to 
this particular matter, and you get the 

figure there that youths under 2I are, on 
the average, receiving 44s. 3d. per week. 
The figures regarding wages that I want to 
give now are the actual minimum wages 
received by underground workers in the 
pits to-day, and I want to indicate the 
compensation benefits which these youths 
of from I4 to I7 can claim under this Bill 
as compared with what they would have 
claimed. 

The minimum wage underground for a 
youth of I4 is 38s. 6d. Under the pre
sent Act, he would claim 22s. rtd., plus 
ss. There are any amount of funny 
regula.tions w,ith regard to this which I 
cannot attempt .to explain here. For the 
first I3 weeks, that boy gets 27s. rtd. 
By this Bill, he gets 20s., and therefore 
loses 7s. per week. A boy of I4l gets 
a wage of 40s. 6d., claims 22s. 8d., plus 
ss., making, for the first I3 weeks, 
27S. 8d. For a boy of rs, the wage is 
43s., his total claim comes to 23s., but 
here there is a peculiar regulation, which 
I do not intend to detail, Jbut which pro
vides that, after the I3 weeks, he gets 
another sd., mak,ing the average over the 
six months 28S. sd. per week as against 
the zos. under this Bill. I understand 
that the 20s. may be raised to 22s. 6d., 
but, in any case, there is a big margin 
between the two rates. The boy of r6 
has a wage of 48s., with a total claim 
of zgs. 6d. for the first I3 weeks, and 
of 32s. for the next period, averaging for 
thie six months 30s. gd., against the 
22s. 6d. he will receive under the new 
Bill. A boy of I7 has a wage of S4S., 
and for the first I3 weeks gets 32s., with 
36s. for the further period, making hi 
average for the six months 40s. against 
22s. 6d. The boy of I7! gets S7S. 6d. 
a week, has a total claim of 33s. gd., later 
increased to 38s. 4d., with an average of 
36s. 

These are tremendous differences, and, 
lto get over that difficulty, the Minister 
and his supporters put in this Bill that 
youths who have dependants may receive 
r6s. more. Not all of them have 
dependants, so that there are many 
youths who are living with their families 
who will not receive these additions. I 
do not !think it is necessary to go into 
cases of other boys with perhaps lower 
wages, but the same principle appl,ies. 
That is the position with regard to wages, 
and that is after we, as workmen, will be 
called upon to contribute £r3,00o,ooo the 
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same as the employers, despite the faot 
that they have at present a liability of 
£zr,ooo,ooo. 

Let us get back to the position of the 
married man. The married man with a 
wife and one child is getting that benefit 
under this scheme. That applies also 
vvhere there is a wife with three children. 
There are many families with more than 
three children in the mining industry and 
other working class industrieS--you get 
limitation of families more in the upper 
classes. While it is admitted that the 
married man's position is somewhat im
proved, the next position we have to 
consider in detail is that of the man whose 
wage is about £6 ss. I am putting it in 
detail because many people who are not 
constantly dealing with compensation do 
not realise the general position when .it is 
given in a general way. 

I looked in the '' Gazette '' to-day to 
see exactly what wages were received by 
the workers in general and I found that 
the average was £S rgs. rrd. or say £6. 
That was the average wage in January, 
I94S, paid throughout the country so far 
as men are concerned. I worked these 
figures, therefore, on £6 ss., for if you 
have an average of £6 there are many 
men who are getting far more than that. 
If you take the position of a married man 
with three children who receives a partial 
injury-say two fingers or a thumb off
who cannot follow the work in which he 
was formerly engaged, he may have to 
get light work. In the mining industry 
there is constantly that position. Many 
of them cannot get work in the pits and 
so they have to go on the general labour 
market to secure employment and they 
receive somewhere about £3 per week. 

The question then is, what can the man 
receive to-day with the wage which is, 
on the average, similar to the prevailing 
wage in the country? You find this posi
tion, that a man with £6 ss. per week, 
having lost his capacity to follow his 
ordinary work, goes into the labour mar
ket and gets £3 per week. What compen
sation does he claim? Under the original 
Act, without contributing £r3,ooo,ooo 
towards his 1benefit, he claims as a maxi
mum for himself and his wife the differ
ence between £6 ss. and £3· He therefore 
retains his full compensation. In the 
small colliery which I have just left, I 
had the cases of two men who are doing 

light work and receiving full compensa
tion. When that man goes on to the 
labour market he claims 43s. 4d., that is 
two-thirds of the difference between one 
wage and the other. He claims supple
mentary benefits for his three children 
amounting to 13s. 6d. That brings him to 
seven-eighths, which is the most he can 
claim. Therefore, that man claims 
s6s. rod. per week as compensation, 
although he is actually working. What 
kind of compensation does he get under 
this Bill? About 20s., probably 22s. 6d. 
now or something similar to that. Is this 
the thing that the Labour movement is 
standing for when we are contributing 
£r3,ooo,ooo, wher.e we have never con
tributed a penny before, because of a 
special liability in regard to compensa
tion? 

Where the family has four or three 
children, he still claims the s6s. rod.; 
where two children, s3s. 4d.; where one 
child, 48s. 4d. A married man with no 
children claims 43s. 4d., and a single man 
claims 40s. The chances are that a man 
with similar wages and a similar light 
j01b would get under this Bill, before it 
was revised, about 20s., and now it will 
p:-obably be 22s. 6d. 

That is the position with regard to the 
youths, and with regard to the partially 
incapacitated people. The point is this: 
Are we doing justice to the people who 
sent us here? It was all right tying our
selves down to what the Coalition Govern
ment decided upon, but what about our 
own people? What was the cloud of 
disability under which they were nego
tiating? They were negotiating upon 
that compensation question with the 
actual fact before them that, whatever 
else it was, the Coalition was a Tory 
Coalition with a Tory majority. While 
there was an election pending, the most 
optimistic man even in the Labour move
ment never expected to get the majority 
that we have obtained. The question 
then arises, are not these changed circum
stances? Are we carrying out the man
date of the Labour movement? Are we 
carrying out the mandate of the people 
who put us here when we are tying our
s·elves to a Coalition Bill and when we say 
to-day that because of the then be
clouded atmosphere we told some em
ployers that we believed for the moment 
in the principle of equal contribution? 
Does that tie us here to-day in thi::> 
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House? Does it tie th~ whole of the 
Labour movement who have never had 
the chance to get at this Bill and to 
understand it fully? To me it does not. 
I see no liability. I see no moral obliga
tion to our people to-day to fasten them
selves down to the principle of contribu
tions laid down by the Coalition. 

I suggest that the benefits themselves 
are not satisfactory. Many other 
speakers have indicated that they are not 
sufficient, and I want to conclude what 
I have said to-day in a general way to 
try to understand if I can. Am I a,. bad 
judge? Do I misunderstand the people 
I represent? Do I misunderstand the 
Labour movement? Do I misunderstand 
the Labour Conference. Certainly I have 
never spoken there but I have an obliga
tion to speak here and I am carrying 
out that obligation according to my 
conscience. I believe that the men of the 
Labour movement attending this House 
should break themselves away from the 
strings that tie them down at the moment 
and examine the position freely as a 
Labour Government in the House of 
Commons with a strong majority, a 
Labour movement that naturally and 
reasonably expects to do something much 
better than a Conservative majority and 
to do something much better than a 
Coalition. 

I want to ask our people here in this 
House to examine their consciences despite 
the influences of the leaders who, I think, 
have been beclouded by the Coalition 
position. I believe they themselves think 
that we ought to do better; with pressure 
I am sure they will do better. Therefore, 
despite the general feelings of our leaders 
in this matter there is an obligation on us 
who are ordinary back-benchers to express 
our views freely. That being so, we 
believe that by this Bill we are subsidising 
the employers. Our leaders should ex
amine the position very carefully, and 
see whether they cannot maintain the 
difference between the employers and 
workmen's contributions, as was agreed 
by the Coalition Government. The 
Government have decided to increase the 
contribution of workers by a penny, and 
there is an easy way out of the difficulty 
by increasing the employers' contribution 
by a similar amount. By that means the 
benefits could be increased to our satis
faction. 

8.3 p.m. 
Mr. David Williams (Neath): May I, 

first of q.ll, thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
giving me the opportunity of addressing 
the House for the first time and, may I, 
through you, crave the indulgence of 
the House in this, my first, effort? I 
have been told by some of my colleagues 
who have been here for many years that 
a maiden speech should be brief and 
modest. I can assure you, Sir, that my 
speech will be brief and, I hope, as modest 
as the urgency of the subject permits. In 
the constituency which I have the honour 
to represent, and the industry which I 
left but a short while ago, the subject 
matter of this Bill is one of very great 
urgency. I sincerely hope that as a result 
of our deliberations we shall be able to 
groduce an Act which will relieve work
people of many injustices, and remove 
many of the defects with which we have 
to contend in the past. 

Many aspects of this Bill have already 
been dealt with, and I do not propose 
to travel over that ground again. Since 
the publication of the Beveridge Re;>ort a 
great deal of interest has been shown 
by the people of Britain in the whole ques
tion of social services. There was a tend
ency for a while for that interest and en
thusiasm to wane, but I believe that since 
z6th July the tendency has been the other 
way, and that there is, at this moment, 
especially among the wage-earning popu
lation, a greater interest than ever in the 
whole question of social services. The 
Minister has told us-and I would like 
to congratulate him on his excellent and 
lucid exposition of this Bill-that this 
Measure is an integral part of the whole 
scheme of social services to be introduced 
by the Government in the course of the 
coming Session. This Bill is, in fact, the 
first instalment of the whole programme 
of social security. As such, it will be 
scrutinised very keenly by the people of 
this country, and will be the standard by 
which coming legislation will be judged. 
Because of that it is extremely important 
that the Bill should satisfy the longings 
and expectations of our people for a com
prehensive and satisfactory Measure to 
deal with the many problems connected 
with industrial injuries. This is the first 
major legislative effort of the new Gov
ernment and, as I have saia, will be scru
tinised very carefully and regarded as 
the standard of what our people can 
expect in the days and months to come. 
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For my part, I welcome the general 

structure of this Bill. I think everybody 
will agree that it is by far the most com
prehensive and humane Measure we have 
ever had to deal with the whole problem 
of industrial injuries. It marks a com
plete revolution in the whole structure 
of workmen's compensation, a radical 
change in administration, a radical change 
in method and a fundamentally radical 
change in spirit. If there was one thing 
which we have suffered from in the admin
istration of the old .A.cts since 1897 it was a 
complete lack of any sort of humanity 
in the administration of those Measures. 
A man was simply a unit. Insurance 
and other companies were concerned with 
making a profit out of his disability, 
and because of that the whole structure 
of workmen's compensation was entirely 
devoid of humanity or any sort of human 
spirit. I hope that we shall be able to 
say that w:hen this Bill becomes law its 
outstanding feature will not be its Section::; 
or Paragraphs but an entirely new 
approach, a new spirit, in the whole 
treatment of the ·victims of industrial 
diseases and accidents. Some of the dis
advantages of the 1897 Act have been 
listed already to-day. Many on this side 
could add to those disabilities and disad
vantages, but I do not propose to weary 
the House by attempting to give any such 
list. The first and most obvious drawback 
of all compensation legislation up to now 
has been the utter inadequacy of that com
pensation. Indeed,1 I lthJink the word, 
'' compensation,'' very often was a 
misnomer. 

The old Acts never laid down a mlm

mum for compensation but always 

established a ceiling which, in 99 cases 

out of a roo, was never reached. Another 

great drawback of the old legislation was 

that it was never clearly laid down what 

were a man's obligations and responsibili

ties. Almost everything that cropped up 

under the old legislation had to be taken 

to the county court for interpretation. I 
think somebody has said that workmen's 
compensation, as we know it, was largely 
court-made law. That certainly was my 
experience. In addition, there were so 
many technicalities surrounding the whole 
structure of workmen's compensation that 
few people realised and understood what 
they w~re entitled to get in a court of law. 

The whole structure of average earn
ings, the assessment of average earnings, 
the calculation of a hypothetical wage
all these things were entirely beyond the 
ken of the average man, and not one in 
hundreds of people ·who received compen
sation knew how that amount was arrived 
at. I hope that in this Bill we shall get 
away from all that. One very great dis
advantage about existing legislation is that 
many people who have been se~iously dis
abled in industry receive no compensation 
at all. I know of one case, in my own 
area, of a man who worked on the colliery 
surface and ·whose leg was later ampu
tated in hospital, who, after many 
months, went back to his old job and 
received nothing whatsoever in the form 
of ·compensation. I am glad we are get
ting away from that. 

There are two aspects of this Bill which 
I particularly welcome. First, there is 
the Clause which gives the Minister the 
right to investigate the causes of disease 
and accident. That is a thing that never 
has been done before as part of a compen
sation measure. Under the old compen
sation Acts, once a man received a certain 
·cash payment he was nabody's responsi
bility; no one was concerned as to what 
happened to him. His employer met his 
obligation by giving him a cash payment; 
the Government was not concerned; the 
court was not concerned; but very often 
the P.A.C. had to be concerned. I am 
pleased to note that the Minister will now 
have power to investigate the causes of 
disease and accident and, above all, the 
power to rehabilitate and restore these 
men to full social and civic status. I 
think it has been one of the great draw
backs in past legislation that once a cash 
payment has been made everybody's re
sponsibility seems to have ceased. I want, 
in particular, to refer to <=. problem as it 
affects my o;vn constituency and the con
stituency of my right hon. Friend the 
Minister for Social Insurance. I refer to 
the problem of silicosis and pneumoco
niosis. ·We have this on a staggering scale 

in West Wales. In my own street, during 
the last few years, there has been hardly 

a home without a victim of silicosis, and 
in one colliery undertaking in my own vil
lage we lost zoo men from rst January, 
1945, to 29th September-moTe than one 
in eight. I wish the Minister of Fuel and 
P~w.er wer~ here, ?ecause the point I am 
dnvmg at 1s of d1rect and intimate con-
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cern to him in his effort to increase the 
coal production of Britain. 

I now come to the Third Schedule of 
the Bill. As I have said, I welcome many 
aspects of this Bill, but this Third Schedule 
15 going to cause us a great deal of anxiety 
and is going to cause other people a great 
deal ot dissatisfaction. At the moment, 
the procedure in the mining industry is 
that a man who is suspected of suffering 
from silicosis and pneumoconiosis is 
examined by the Medical Board, and the 
Board decides whether he is totally or 
partially disabled. If he is partially dis
abled, he is naturally suspended from the 
mining industry, and his compensation is 
assessed on his average earnings. Because 
earnings are relatively high to-day as com
pared with before the war, partial com
pensation to-day means, in the case of 
colliers and coal face workers, the pay
ment of the maximum compensation rate. 
I do not know exactly how that is going 
to operate under this Bill. It has been 
part of our agitation and campaign in 
the mining industry, for a long time now, 
to save these victims of silicosis and 
pneumoconiosis in the earliest possible 
stages. 

Ten years ago, a man worked until he 
fell, and he did not know the reason. 
Later, when the doctors examined him, 
they would find that his lungs were simply 
congealed masses of dust, hard as a rub
ber truncheon, and the man was com
pletely disabled. Since the pneumoconiosis 
Order of 1943, we have been able to g,et 
our people out of the mining industry, 
in the early stages, while the degree of 
disability is very slight and the health 
of the man has been but slightly impaired. 
They will come under the Third Schedule 
of the Bill to be assessed for the degree 
of disability, and I am wondering what is 
going to happen when a man whose degree 
of disability is very slight is assessed, say, 
at 20 per cent., which will give him com
pensation of r2s. instead of £2, £2 ss. 
or £2 ros. as he is getting now. I hope 
it will be possible for this matter to be 
carefully reviewed by the Minister, who 
knows more than anyone in this Chamber 
about this matter, and who has been, for 
many years, my tutor and mentor. I am 
sure he will appreciate that the operation 
of this Schedule on these men, suspended 
from the mining industry because of slight 
disability, will haye very serio~s repercus
sions indeed in h1s own constituency and 
in mine. 

We have been trying to get these men 
out of the industry as early as we can. 
Once a man is certified to be partially 
or totally disabled, he no longer returns 
to the mining industry, so that 20 per 
cent. disability in a case of silicosis or 
pneumoconiosis must cause infinitely 
greater hardship than 20 per cent. phy
sical disability caused by accident. These 
men are suspended from the mining 
industry; they do not return and cannot 
return by law, and in the areas where 
this disease is most prevalent and disas
trous in its implications there are no 
other industries in which these men can 
be placed. Imagine the position when a 
man comes out of the mining industry 
slightly impaired in health, certified to be 
20 per cent. disabled, getting a compensa
tion of 12s. 

I suggest that that sort of arrangement 
is going to have calamitous consequences 
on the campaign of the Minister of Fuel 
and Power to recruit men into the mining 
industry. If a man has to go into the 
mining industry and work for ro, IS or 
20 years, until his chest is afflicted by 
dust, and he is then suspended and his 
degree of disability is 20 per cent. or 30 
per cent. and his compensation becomes 
purely a nominal sum, I am suggesting 
that the father and mother will warn 
their boys not to go into the industry. 
We in this House must make better pro
vision for the safeguarding of their health 
and their future. This is a matter of very 
urgent concern in my constituency and in 
my own industry. I believe, too, that it 
is a matter of major concern to this 
House. I want to stress this: Unless we 
can provide better conditions and better 
facilities for the men who have been 
affected by silicosis, everybody will keep 
away from this industry, because the 
victims that a man sees there he will 
regard as the shadow of his own future. 
I hope the Minister will carefully recon
sider some of the points I have tried to 
stress in the hope that we will ultimately 
be able to get a Bill which we can take 
into the coalfield and say, " This is a new 
Charter for the miners, for the workers, 
of Britain." It will, I believe, be a sub
stantial step forward in putting this min
ing industry of ours on a permanent and 
satisfactory basis. 

8.21 p.m. 
Lieut.-Colonel Rees-Williams (Croydon, 

South): I had not intended to speak in 
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[Lieut.-Cobnel Rees-Williams.J matter, and that is, the injured workman 

this Debate, but I felt that I must join who !has no trade union. He is put in a 

issue with the hon. and learned Members very difficult position indeed, and there is 

on the other side of the House who have a type of insurance company, I .regret to 

raised this qLiestion of the courts. My say, which tends to delay paymg corn

experience of workman's compensation j:-; pensation to the workman in the hope 

that I practi1ed for several years before that he will se ~tle for a lesser figure than 

the war in 01e of the great cities of the that to which !he is entitled. One was 

Kingdom, ard part of my practice was often up against this difficulty, so l fully 

in workman'; compensation. Sometimes support the proposal in the Act. I think 

I acted for nsurance companies, some- it is bound to act to the benefit of all 

times for mm Yvho were injured, so I persons who are, unfortunately, injured 

can claim to ~eak with some impartiality. in industry. 

I found that in these cases the subject There is one larger aspect upon which 

had becomeS) technical that it was almost I should like to touch. I Wl)Uld commend 

impossible fa the layman to understand this to the notice of the Minister of 

it. Much letislation had developed, and National Insurance and his colleagues in 

on that legi:lation there had been hun- the Cabinet. If, some years ago, a legal 

dreds, indeec, thousands of cases, all or professor in a university were asked to 

many of whch had to be read through differentiate between English law and 

before one could decide whether one's Continental law, one of the things he 

client had a claim or not. The hon. and would have said would have been that 

learned Menbers on the other side of in English law there is no such thing as 

the House t~ whom I have refered were, administrative law and no such things 

generally sptaking, Members of the Bar, as administrative tribunals. On the 

and Membe1s of the Bar look at these Continent matters concerning the Govern

things in a gightly different manner from ment, either the Government as opposed 

that of members of my profession, because to the individual, or local authorities as 

as in the m~dical world with specialists, opposed to the Government or one 

they only set the exceptional cases and we a..nolther-all that mass of litiga.:tion in 

see the nornal cases. We, too, have to other words comes before special courts 

justify, or :ry to justify, to our clients called administrative courts, and does not 

the costs thtt have been imposed in any go to the ordinary courts of tihe land at 

particular <ase, and it has not always all. Partly owing to the jealousy of the 

been easy to do so. - King's Courts in this country we have 

I am sp€aking from memory, but I never had administrative courts, but I 

think I am right in saying that when the suggest that the time has now come, in 

first Act dealing with workman's compen- view of the great body of the administra

sation came before this House it was in- tive law which is growing up in this 

tended by t1e then President of the Board country, that some such system should 

of Trade that the cases should come before be encouraged. 

some inforrral tribunal as is now contem- We already have pensions tribunals 

plated, and it was only under pressure, and tribunals under the Unemployment 

such pressrre as we have heard to-day Acts, and now there is to be the work

from members of the legal profession, that man's compensation tribunals. They 

he was persuaded to alter that proposal have been called ad hoc. They are 

and to allov cases to go before courts of supposed to be set up in quite an informal 

law. I wa~ often amazed at the patience way. I suggest tihat it would be far more 

of the trade union movement and of the economical and efficient :if we £allowed the 

leaders of :he movement when I sat in examrple of the Continent in this respect 

courts and istened to arguments going on and set up a series of administrative 

hour after hour and day after day on tribunals 'to deal with all these matters. 

some triflins point of construction which I feel that very soon, with the legislation 

did not really seem to affect the matter which this Government will be passing

at issue at Jl. I know that costs to trade and we have a mandate from the people 

unions mrut have been enormous, and to do so-the State will be entering into 

must have taxed their resources to the the lives of the people very much more 

full. than it has done in the past. The 

There 'is a type of person for whom I ordinary man will no longer be suing his 

should paricularly like to speak on this employer, who is a private individual; he 
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will be sU'ing the Government in some 
way or other. It is very difficult indeed 
for him to do so now :in t!he King's Courts. 
If the system of administrative courts was 
set up tha't man would be able to pursue 
h1iS remedies ~n quite a cheap and efficient 
way. I ask the Minister that when he 
deals with this Clause in Committee to 
bear in mind this suggestion and to see 
if vve cannot, at least, lay t!he foundation 
of administrative courts in the country. 
8.27 p.m. 

IJr. M organ (Rochdale) : It falls to me 
to congratulate the last three speakers 
on their maiden efforts in this House. 
It is a special pleasure to do so, because 
all three of them have been excellent 
speeches. Having congratulated them I 
wish to say in the few minutes at my dis
posal that I regard this Bill with mis
giving. For the last 25 to 30 years work
man's compensation has been my life, 
especially from the disease side. \Vhat I 
am keen about in regard to workman's 
compensation is not so much the monetary 
benefits, not even so much-keen as I 
am-on seeing that they get excellent 
medical treatment from the point of view 
of medical rehabilitation; I want to secure 
justice for the injured workman, whether 
injured by disease or accident. I have 
seen so many cases of a poor workman, 
in court and out of court, having to fight 
the whole power of the law and the full 
influence of the medical profession. In 
private consultations I have so often seen 
injustice done to the workman, and I am 
Yery anxious that any improvement in 
workman's compensation should be 
brought about in a way which could be 
accepted with pleasure and the feeling 
that we had done something for the work
man. 

I am sorry that temperamentally I am 
not very nimble at turning political somer
saults very quickly. For the last decade 
and a half I have been thinking, talking 
and discussing Labour policy and trade 
union policy with regard to workmen's 
compensation on the lines of the T.U.C. 
Bill based on the Ontario scheme which 
has been presented to this House time 
and time again. I am not speaking in 
any official capacity. I am speaking 
purely as a Member of Parliament. I 
know the Ontario scheme, accepted by 
the workmen, the employers and the Gov
ernment, is a far better scheme than this 
one which we have now had put forward. 
I feel that in this Bill, both from the 

point of view of the treatment of the in
jured workman and especial.y from the 
point of 1 view of the disease1l workman, 
we are not doing what we should do for the 
man who suffers from a disablity through 
no cause of his own. I see no Ieason what
ever why workmen's compmsation-let 
us call it workmen's compensation because 
it is a protective and C(lmpensatory 
Measure-should be brought :n as a part 
of a general social insurance scheme. I 
regard it as a very special fh.ase of life 
demanding special legislation It is the 
responsibility of the employer. 

The workman goes to work cin condi
tions over which he has atsolutely no 
control. As a citizen he ha.s his vote; 
he can do some controlling there. Going 
to work he has no control wha:ever. Take 
the case of a man who goes into a work
shop where they are using on~ of the new 
organic solvents, a solvent which has 
never been investigated and which has 
had practically no research mc.de upon it. 
Nobody tests its qua1ities. 1here are in 
use in some of the finest factories in Grea:t 
Britain these solvents which till workman, 
because of his industrial environment, is 
being forced to inhale and whch in three 
months will g.ive him anaemia from which 
he will never recover. We have only 
recently discovered one. The workman 
has no choice in 1:he matter. \Vhen that 
workman, who may have warred hard to 
build himself up into an effici~nt worker, 
getting wages rising from the bottom to 
£7, £8, £9 or £ro a week, wi1h a family 
of four, five or six, gets a disease his 
whole econom.ic standard cra~hes to the 
bottom and he will only get v.hat we are 
going to give him in this Bin, up to a 
maximum of £3. 

I oibject very much, very IIlllch, 1to the 
whole procedure of compersation by 
which the benefit is not related to a man's 
rate of earning. The Ontari(l scheme
and I admit that this schem~ is better 
than 1:he present system~has a common 
pool provided by the employer. I\t ·is his 
liability. It is run by the Government. 
It avoids litigation. I am one of those 
who are !terrified odJ fuese appea1 tri
bunals, with a commissioner and with 
perhaps a medical assistant. I have seen 
what happens at appeal >tribunals. I 
have seen them nearly every week. I 
have seen d.nfamous decisions depriving 
poor men of tt:heir pensions on ihe ground 
that their disaJbility is not attrbutab1e to 
or even ag-_gravated by their s~rvice. I 
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[Dr. M organ.] 
am afraid ,the same sort of things will 
happen under this Bill. In the Ontario 
scheme, with the consent of the work
men and the trade unions, they take away 
the right of going on to common law, and 
yet they have a medical board. This 
scheme has been run for ten years with
out complaint. The last report was very 
good. Here you have an example of 
a scheme being run in one of our 
Dominions for the benefit of 1the workmen, 
accepted on all hands as being a very 
good scheme. It has been accepted by 
the trade union movement and the Labour 
movement, and it has 1been passed at Con
gress after Congress, and yet suddenly, 
when a new Government comes in, this 
new Bill is produced because of a report 
by a body of Civil Servants at the hea '"' 
of which was a very famous Liberal. I 
really cannot see that being accepted. 

Let me deal with a question in which 
I am very interested-accidents. The 
right hon. Gentleman the :Member for 
North Leeds (Mr. Peake )-and I am sorry 
that he is not here now-said rather un
fairly that accidents were either the fault 
of no one or the worker or the worker' s 
colleagues-a very unfair statement for 
any Member to make. That is what office 
does to some people. They get into office 
and they become coloured at once by the 
idea that if an accident occurs in industry 
it is the fault of no one, or of the work
man or else it is an act of God. Is silicosis 
an act of God? Is it the fault of the 
workman when he gets a disease, when 
he gets benzine poisoning or when he 
absorbs industrial solvents, when nothing 
is done to prevent him getting it? Is that 
an act of God? Is that the man's fault? 
I am very surprised to hear a statement of 
that kind from a man of experience. 

Colonel Ropner (Barkston Ash): The 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
North Leeds (Mr. Peake) ce1iainly did not 
say that all accidents were attributable 
either to a fellow workman or to the man 
himself. He said that many were. 

Dr. Morgan: I took his words down 
carefully; I noted his words very care
fully. He said that if any ~ccidents 
occurred in industry they were either the 
fault of no one or of the worker or t'he 
worker's colleagues. [HoN. MEMBERS: 
" No."] HANSARD will show to-morrow. 
We shall see if I am mistaken. Let us 
take industrial diseases. The Minister 

has power to make research. Presumably 
he will have special researchers of his own. 
I know it is not the present Minister's 
fault-I know the whole situation-but 
take the disease called pneumoconiosis. Is 
it not true that the number of cases await
ing decision by the silicosis boards in 
Wales and the north-west are two years 
in arrears? Is it not true that you are 
doing practically nothing to train doctors 
for those positions? Ask if any tubercu
losis officer has been trained for these 
positions. The number of boards has 
been increased from eight to rz. Twelve 
boards cannot deal with 5,000 or 8,ooo 
cases still a waiting decision. Think of the 
homes of these workmen under present 
conditions, in which their wives and 
children are waiting to know if they are 
going to get compensation for a disease 
contracted in industry. 

I am very sorry I must stop now be
cause I could go on giving case after case 
with regard to all sorts of diseases. You 
will never get anywhere with certain dis
eases, for which the work is responsible 
for a man's disability, until you amend 
the third test which requires that the 
disease must be so specific to the industry 
that it can 1be put down to a cause in 
any particular case. This Bill provides for 
a better compensation scheme than the 
present workmen's compensation legisla
tion, but I hope the :VIinister will be 
agreeable to having, not only the accident 
side, but the disease side, radically altered 
in Committee, and I hope that even when 
this Bill is passed, the Government will 
consider the feasibility of considering this 
subject afresh, to see whether they cannot 
improve upon the Measure. 

8-42 p.m. 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of National Insurance (Mr. 
Lindgren) : The discussion in to-day's 
De'bate has !been on a very high level. 
Many hon. Members have made maiden 
speeches which have been a credit to 
them, when taking the Floor for the first 
time. I am, therefore, very conscious of 
my respons~bility in addressing the House 
for the first time to-night and in winding 
up this Debate. Should I, through nerv
ousness or lack of experience, forget some 
of the courtesies of Debate usual in this 
House, I hope you, Sir, and hon. Mem
bers will excuse me. First, I would like 
to say that the Government, generally, 
are gratified by the acceptance of the 



35I National Insurance ro OCTCBER 1945 (Industrial Injuries) Bill 352 scheme by the House to-day. I hope British Employers' Confederation with rethat the Debate will proceed in the same gard to it. Here, if I may, I would like tone to-morrow, and the indication is that to pay a tribute on behalf of the Minister we shall get complete agreement on its to the very generous way in which both acceptance. If I may, I would like to the workers' organisations and the emdeal with the various points raised by ployers' organisations have so readily hon. Members in the Debate. placed themselves at the disposal of the The right hon. Member for North Minister to undertake these ~negotiation~ Leeds (Mr. Peake) paid a very generous and discus ions, very often at extremely tribute to the Minister of National Insur- short notice and at great inconvenience to themselves. As a result of such consulta
ance. In return, he was paid a generous tribute by the hon. Member for Hems- tions, we agreed to make improvements worth (Mr. George Griffiths) who said he in the Bill, although I am afraid that they had made the best speech in reboard to are not, as has been evjdenced by the Debate to-day, to the entire and cornworkmen's compensation for II years. plete satisfaction of the workers' organisa-Not having been in the House during that tions. They will never be completely period, I cannot confirm that, or other- satisfactory until we get to a very much :vise, but I would like to add my tribute greater benefit. Whether we are ever 1D regard to the work which the hon. able to get to that will depend very much Member did while he was at the Home upon the progress of the Fund and the Office in connection with workmen's corn- rates of contributions wh1ch are to be pensation and the general measures con- borne by the workers in industry. cerning this Bill. It has been my pleasure t~ read some of the minutes prepared by h1m, and they have been of considerable assistance in the preparation of this Bill. 

As is legitimate in debate, he twitted us about a visit by the Prime Minister to the Trade V nion Congress at Blackpool. I went there, too, to watch the proceedings and to get firsthand knowledge of what that great a embly was feel;ng about uch matters as this. He asked why it was that at a late stage, after the Bill had been published, changes in benefit had been made. Quite frankly, those benefit changes were made for the verv reason that the hon. Member for Normanton (Mr. Tom Smith) entered the Debate to-day-becau~e they were considered not to be gowl enou~?;h so far as this Government were concerned. 
The right hon. Member for North Leeds further asked from where was this House governed. May I assure him, as I believe other Junior M;nisters have assured other hon. 1embers of the Opposition. that this House is governed from this House, but that that does not mean that His Majesty's Government is not prepared to discus and negotiate, and even come to tentative agreerrents, with interested parties outside this House. Who i.:: more concerned with regard to injury within the indu try than the workers who suffer that iniury? There have been negotiations and di crissions, and there were di cnssions hefore the nrec::~nt Blll was prodnced w:th the Trad~s Union Con~ress and with the 
No. I3 

'We then had a very eloquent and moving maiden speech by the hon. Member for North East Leeds (Miss Bacon), and if I get through this ordeal of a maiden speech with the same c::-edit as that hon. Member did, I shall be well satisfied. She and other hon. Members raised the matter of what are known as the " old cases," the pre-1924 cases. May I make it quite clear that, in so far as the unemployability allowance is concerned, every accident that has come under \~lorkmen's Compensation Acts, right the way from r8g7, is :ncluded so long as the injured person is ;till drawing a weekly compensation )enefit. Unfortunately, of course, those .vho have commuted their compensation tre outside its scope. 
The leaving of those old cases with the rarying benefits which they derive, with 1imply the unemployability supplement, s, so far as the Minister is concerned, not {OOd enough. He is very much concerned, <.nd very desirous, that there should not le this difference of benefit for workervho are injured. He would like a neat . clean, tidy scheme where every worker vas treated on the same bc:tsi , irrespectve of when his accident happened. But. cs the Minister pointed out in his openilg speech, that depPnds very largely on vhether the employers' organisations and he insurance companies are prepared to neet the Ministry in regard to a payment· t. the Fund coverina that liability. Here 

8:[8. in , there have been discussions with 
D 
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[Mr. Lindgren. J 
the employers' organisations in regard 
to that matter. They, too, have expressed 
their desire fo::- a clean arrangement into 
which those schemes can be brought. The 
only disagreement is on what basis the 
payment shall be made. I can assure the 
House that the Minister is most anxious 
to bring them all in on a basis of equality. 
Any proposal which the employers and 
the insurance companies make will be 
very seriously considered and negotiations 
that take place will have the abject of 
bringing about a satisfactory conclusion. 
I am certain, from the approach that has 
already been made from the employers, 
that their attitude, and their desire, are 
the same as our own that there should 
be this clean, neat arrangement and the 
inclusion of everyone within the scope of 
the scheme. 

Further, the hon. Member for North
East Leeds raised a question of artificial 
limbs and surgical appliances. It is the 
desire of the Ministry to be as wide as 
possible, within the provision that we 
make, so that all shall be included and 
none shall be excluded from the benefits 
that can be given, even including larger 
kinds of equipment such as were referred 
to, wheeled chairs, spinal carriages and 
the rest. It is equally true of the equip
ment that is necessary for sick rooms and 
the treatment of a patient whilst bedridden 
at home. 

One difficulty about the Bill, if I m;ght 
say so without being thought presump
tuous as a new Member, is that the intro
duction of this Injuries Bill and of Family 
A11owances is the wrong way round. The 
main Bill should have come first, and then 
these subsidiary Bills, which are comple
mentary to it, should have followed. 
Many of the Bills, and many of the pro
visions within this Bill, are related to 
provisions which will be included in the 
main Bill. When we bring in the main 
Bill special provision will be made, in 
conjunction with the Ministry of Health, 
for a service which will make availaolc to 
all classes of persons who need them, these 
types of equipment which are so essenti::ll 
but are so often lacking now in the homes 
of the workers when i11ness arises. Thev 
wi11 be included in the National Health 
Scheme which are complementary for the 
iniured workman and the sick workman. 

The hon. and learned Member for Mont
gomery Cvf r. C. Davies) spoke as a lawyer, 

and we were glad that he paid tribute to 
the scheme in as much as it took the in
jured worker away from the law courts. 
Many other hon. Members have referred 
to the point that the lawyer goes out of 
Workmen's Compensation under the Bill. 
WheLher it pleases lawyers or not, that is 
the intention of the Bill. The injured 
worker has not thought that justice has 
been done to him through the lawyer and 
he has been more than ever convinced 
that far too often the l_awyer and the 
doctor have been combined together in an 
unholy alliance to do him out of that to 
which he was justly entitled. 

This is a scheme to enable an injured 
workman to receive benefit when incapaci
tated by accident at work. The whole 
intention of the scheme will not be to 
prevent him receiving benefit but to see 
that he gets his benefit. We feel, and 1 
hope it will be proved in practice-we are 
certain that it will-that the combination 
of the employer and employee in industry 
on-we have, of course, to bring the 
lawyer in as an independent chairman
the local tribunals, will create a s.ense of 
justice in the mind of the worker and that 
there will also be brought to bear in 
Workmen's Compensation what seems to 
be impossible within the law, and that is 
common sense. 

Major Ungoed-Thomas (Llandaff and 
Barry) : If a point of construction arises 
on the Act, how will it be disposed of 
under this regime? 

Mr. Lindgren: Apart from the local 
tribunal there are the Commissioners. 
Again, the Commissioners are lawyers 
appointed by His Majesty in the same way 
as are judges. I take it, subject to cor
rection by my right hon. Friend, that 
the Commissioners would deal with 
points of construction in that way. 

Another point made by the hon. and 
learned Member for Montgomery was 
that the Bill ought to have been wider in 
conception and that what we really should 
do was not simply provide benef1ts for the 
workman but make it Dossible for the 
workman to be a man again and work 
as a workman. That is the intention of 
the scheme, but the tragedy is that it is 
not possible at the moment. When we 
met some of the miners in re~ard to the 
Rill and discussed with them the injuries 
which arose in the pit, they were generous 
enough to say that with the best will 



355 National Jnst~rance IO OCTOBER 1945 (Industrial Injuries) Bill in the world some colliery owners could not find light work. They had sometimes combed the pit to find a job for Tom Smith or Bill J ones. Employment would have been there if the job could have been found, but they never found a job. The Bill will work in conjunction with the Ministry of Labour Rehabilitation Scheme and the training of men to take alternative work. What is more, there will be the provision of alternative work in the area. Discussions are proceeding with the Board of Trade in order that, in single-industry areas, other industries might be placed in order to provide alternative employment for men who have been trained in rehabilitation centres. It is not much good giving them rehabilitation if the job is not there. We have to see that there is redistribution of industry and availability of employment in the full sense. These will come into play in order to give the workman that opportunitiy he has previously lacked. 

The hon. and learned Member also asked why it was that the self-employed man could not be brought in. Other Members have raised this same point. It is very difficult to bring those men in. There is not the obvious arrangement that can be made with the normal employee and there is not the responsibility. Let me say here that this is one of the disadvantages of bringing the Bill in prior to the main scheme coming before the House. Those persons will be included within the main Bill. The self-employed person will be eligible for benefit in the main scheme, irrespective of whether an accident is within employment or outside employment. 

The hon. and gallant Member for South Belfast (Lieut.-Colonel Gage) raised a point about the tribunals. If I understood him correctly he rather. suggested that because local tribunals were appointed, and particularly their chairmen, by the Minister, they might be influenced by i.he Minister in coming to their decisions. That is a little unfair on the lawyers, because the chairman will be, generally speaking, a lawyer, and I have yet to hear it said that members of the legal profession are subject to outside influence from_ thos_e who appoint them in reg~rd to the1r d~clsions in a judicial ~apacity. Thrt.t ob]~Ction cannot be raised to the Commissioners because they are appointed by His M~jesty in the same way as judges, 
No. 13 

and the final decision rests with ~.he1n alone. 
The hon. Member for South Belfast made the point that it was important the workers shou:d have confidence in the running of the scheme. The whole future of this scheme depends on whether it is accepted by the worker in the belief that it will be fairly worked. W-ell though the Bill may be constructed, and though i~ may be improved in Committee, its real lest will depend upon the insurance officer in the field in his relationship with industry and the injured workman. The success of the scheme wi] depend on the c-onfidence Lhe workman has in the insurance officer's interpretations and the way he carries out his duties. There are, in spite of all the bad workings of the Workmen's Compensation Acts, some very good officers of mutual insurance companies, of employers and of trade unions who are operating the Ac'.s. Very of:en one can see a difference of treatment as between injured workers, largely because of the type of officer who is employed by any of these three. This 1inistry wants many of thes-e officers to offer themselves as officers under this scheme, so that we may have the advantage of their accumulated knowledge, their skill and the general confidence that they will be able to create in the operation of the scheme. 

The hon. Member for Houghton-leSpring (Mr. Blyton) made a number of po;nts. One was with :regard to the p-ostaccident widow and her children. Th:1t auestion is tied up with other Minis~ries, <tnd if the hon. and gallant Member fo·· Lonsd:"l.le (Sir I. Fraser) were here, he would rise and talk about the post-warinjury marriage. I cannot say more at the moment than to renee~ t the hint that was given by the Min:ster in his soeec1 th:1t if the matter is disc"t1 ..:scd in Committee more might b-e he:.trd of it. I hope that this and many other points will come up in Committee so that they can b~ dc1.lt wi~h in a satisfactory manner. A number of hon. Members nised the question of boys under 18 and the fact that they would g-et less under this Bi:l than under the Workmen's Compensation Acts. Let us face facts. Present wages for the 2 youths are abnormal. One might say that some are too abnormal and that thB youths will suffer for it in the years to com-e. There must in a general scheme such as this be some people who will 
E 
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[Mr. Lindgren.] 
suffer. We cannot cover everything so 
that everybody is no worse off. If a 
youngster under r8 has dependants, he 
will be much better off than at the present 
time. I am not so concerned about the 
youngster under r8 unless he has depen
dants. Under this Bill, if he has 
dependants like a widowed mother, he is 
entitled straight away to benefit for her 
and to the adult rate for himself. Where 
there is dependancy upon that youth, he 
g-ets much greater benefit than he would 
under the Workmen's Compensation Acts. 

A further point raised by the hon. Mem
ber related to the three waiting days. 
There are waiting days in all other spheres 
of insurance, health and unemployment, 
but that is not the main reason why they 
are included in this Bill. The reason for 
their inclusion is purely administrative. 
The number of accidents which require 
absence from work for only one or two 
days is very large indeed, and if the local 
insurance officer were to be faced with a 
flood of one and two-day accident claims, 
an undue proportion of the income of this 
fund would be spent in administration, be
cause claims, dealing wit:P. claims and the 
payment of claims cost money. The point 
is whether we are to use what is available 
in the fund created by this Bill for the 
benefit of people who are injured, or 
whether we are to spend an undue pro
portion of it in administration. Our ad
vice is that the three waiting days save a 
considerable portion of administrative 
costs. As a mater of fact the day of 
injury is counted as the first waiting day 
and the waiting days, therefore, .really 
only number two. 

The hon. Member for Wavertree (Mr. 
Raikes) made a number of points, and I 
would like to deal with what has come to 
be called the double~decker scheme-the 
flat rate with additional payment accord
ing to the wage of the individual, giving 
a greater measure of compensation to 
those with higher earnings. Again, that 
is foreign to the conception of t~is Bil~. 
This Bill gets away from earnmgs, 1t 
makes a payment on account of .injury 
or loss of faculty. That payment 1s a~ a 
flat rate, and if there were to be varymg 
rates of benefit, surely the only way to 
deal with it would be on the basis of a 
percentage deduction from earnings. That 
would be a very cumbersome method, 
and surely where there is a. very high 

earning capacity a better way of solving 
the prollem would be that suggested by 
the righ hon. Member for North Leeds, 
by way of independent insurance. A 
violinist for instance, is as much con
cerned ;:bout his hands as is a compositor, 
but he ;vould be unwise as a musician if 
he reliel upon this Bill for compensation 
in the Nent of injury to his hands, and 
he woull be well advised to ensure against 
it. 

I wa; not present during the latter 
portion )f the speech by the hon. Member 
for Wa.,.ertree, but I understand that he 
rather disliked the tribunals and would 
prefer he courts. I hope he was in the 
House vhen the hon. Member for Chester 
(Mr. Neld) spoke of the improvement 
that is ikely to arise from the institution 
of the tibunals. We agree with the hon. 
Membe1 for Chester and disagree with the 
hon. Mtmber for Wavertree. A point was 
raised ly the hon. Member for Edge Hill 
(Mr. Cltherow) on the inclusion of nurses 
and he1lth workers in regard to such 
disease~ as consumption and other 
illnesse~ arising from thcir work in hos
pitals. There are great difficulties in the 
way of naking special provision for health 
worker~ within workmen's compensation 
measures because of the incidence of the 
disease: with which they deal and the 
lack of proof that diseases arise out of, or 
in the course of, their employment. The 
Ministe· would desire, if possible, to pro
vide fo: them, and we would like to have 
discussi::ms between the Ministry of 
Health, ourselves and those who can 
speak m behalf of those engaged in such 
work b see whether it is possible to 
bring hem in. 

A frrther question was raised by my 
hon. Fiend the Member for Hemsworth 
(Mr. G. Griffiths) about the tribunals 
being i1 public and whether or not advo
cates ould attend at the tribunals. As 
far as the Bill is concerned, there is 
no thin~ to the effect that tribunals should 
not mret in public or that they should. 
It is rery questionable whether public 
tribunals are altogether the blessing which 
some fEOple think they are. The injured 
workmm very often feels at a complete 
disadvmtage at a public hearing and dis
likes tte publicity that arises from it. We 
want :hese tribunals to be friendly, 
homely meetings to discuss what has hap
pened md what can be done. The further 
we ca1 get away from the atmosphere 
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of the law court and all that ari~s from I conclude by saying that with the a law court the more we shall like it. passing of this Bill workmen's compensa-As to advocates, as far as the Bil is con- tion will pass. The atmosphere and the cerned we can allow or encouragethat an spirit in which the Workmen's Compensaadvocate should attend on behaL of the tion Acts have operated will also disinjured workman. That advocatE can be appear. With the passing of this Bill the a trade union officer or a friend. J under- benefits paid to injured workmen will stand that a friend is not a law)Pvr, and become a social service, and it is in the the lawyer is excluded from the tibunal. spirit of a social service that this Bill, 

when it becomes an Act, will be worked. My hon. Friend the Member fer West The House may be assured that the Minis-Newcastle (Mr. Popplewell) rai8 d the ter will bring to its administration that question of further increased ben~fits. I humanity for which he is well known. will tie up my reply on that with tle reply 
that I made to the right hon. Merrber for Ordered: " That the Debate be now North Leeds in regard to the rea;on for adjourned.-[Mr. Mathers.] 
the increase of benefits. Increased benefits Debate to be resumed To-morrow. under this Bill can be given only f there Motion made, and Question proposed, is an increased contribution to tht fund. " That this House do now adjourn."-It is all a matter of what is in the fund, [Mr. ]~fathers.] the contributions to the fund, and low we 
can build up the fund. After it hc:s been 
working for some time we hope it will 
show a balance which will enable 1enefits 
to be increased. A point was als~ made 
by the hon. Member for West Nevcastle 
about the speedy payment of benefts and 
the lack of speedy payment by in9..lrance 
companies up to now. I would li1e here 
to pay a tribute. Many worken have 
been saved from the indignities whch in
surance companies would have inflicted on 
them through lack of acceptance of lia
bility, by the friendly societies and the 
approved societies making interirr pay
ments pending the insurance corrnanies 
making their payments. · 

There are many other points I would 
have liked to have dealt with, btt my 
time is limited. I want before I cbse to 
deal with the one criticism that was made 
by my hon. Friend the Member for Wall
send (Mr. McKay) in regard to the p1tting 
of a penny on to the workers' cortribu
tion. The hon. Member asked wlether 
this House was bound by an underhking 
given by a previous Government in egard 
to contributions. The House i~ not 
bound, the House is master of itselJ; but 
the Government accept responsibili1y for 
pledges made to bodies outsi.de the House 
in good faith by the prevwus Gcvern
ment. Those pledges are not all one
sided. If we had been in oppositim we 
would have expected hon. !ember~ who 
are now sitting opposite to have honmred 
pledges given to the Trades Union Con
gress. The Government are prepaed to 
honour those pledges, and recommen:l the 
House to do so. 

GERMAN POPULATIONS 
(EXPULSION) 

g.r4 p.m. 
Mr Stokes (Ipswicll): May I, in a briet 

mome 1t before the House adjourns, offer 
the eo ratulations of the House to the 
Minister on his maiden speech at that 
Box. It as a very much better one 
than 1 uld 1i -mmte" 1f had had the 
opportunity of making my maiden speech 
at that Box. We all appreciate his per
formance to-night an realise hat a great 
s ccess he ha made on his first effort 
in this House. 

I sought the Adjournment of the Hou e 
to-night in order to raise what seems to 
many of us a very vital question of inter
national impor . I ..... en recently 
announced in the Press in this country 
that me 4,5oo,ooo persons are to be 
expelled Eas ern - pe. 

It be-ing a Quarter past Nine o'Clock, 
the Jv!otion for the Adjournment of the 
House lapsed, without Question put. 

1\Iotion made, and Question proposed, 
"That this House do now adjourn."
[Afr. Afathers.J 

:Mr. Stokes: I was saying that it has 
been recently announced in the Press that 
some 4,5oo,ooo Germans from Eastern 
Europe are to be expelled from that ter
ritory, commencing on Monday next, at 
the rate of.sq_me 30,000 a day. I do not 
wish in any way to anticipate a debate, 
which, I hope, is l·ikely to take place in the 
comparatively near future on the broad 
issue of the situation in Germany, and 
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[Mr. Stokes.] 
therefore 1 propose to confine my remarks 
as br.1e11y as possiole 1to the pmm issue of 
Ule announcement wh~ch is oemg made, 
and which purports to come, as far as 
my investigations go, from the German 
refugee organisation in Berlin, which has 
publtshed these figures with the approval 
of Marshal Zhukov. What is precisely 
proposed is that, as and from Monday 
next-that is why there is urgency .in 
raising this in the House to-night, because 
I think all Members will agree the Ad
journment half-hour is not the arpropriate 
moment to raise such an impor ant issue 
-zo,ooo Germans will be expelled from 
Poland every day, 6,ooo from Czec~o
slovakia, and a smaller number from 
Hungary and o~her places. The approxi
mate figure for the purposes of simple 
arithmetic-and this House hates figures 
-will be of the order of 30,000 a day. 
The total stipulated in ~the report is that 
4,soo,ooo persons are to lbe expelled from 
their natural homesteads, starting on rsth 
October, I945· 

What does that mean in human m:sery? 
It means that for rso days after next 
Monday, 30,000 people are to be driven 
from what they regard as their natural 
homes and compelled to walk across 
Europe, trying to find habitation and 
asylum elsewhere. I do not know where 
to lay the blame and indeed I do not 
seek to-night to try and do that. My 
appeal is fourfold, and it is the appeal, I 
think, of every hon. and right hon. Mem
ber who thinks like me, and of every right 
thinking person in this country. His 
Majesty's Government should do every
thing in their power to stop this ghastly 
process taking place, first of all, on 
humanitarian grounds. The horror that 
it is going to bring to literally millions of 
comparatively innocent people, though 
vou cannot regard them all as absolutely 
1nnocent, simply baffles imagination. It 
is a great mist.ake to t~ that the que~
tion of immediate retahatwn on the Nazis 
comes in. As can be so conveniently 
shown, those who were responsible went 
away a long time. ago. A_ great number 
of them, from the mformatwn we have re
ceived, have fled and are probably. ~ow, 
under other names and in other conditions, 
seeking refuge and getting much better 
treatment than they ever dreamed of get
ting even under our own . western zone 
in Germany at the present .time. The ter
rible thing is that it is the mnocent people 

who, in the main, will suffer under this 
system. 

The th.ird reason, which I wish to 
develop later at greater length, is that, 
so far as I understood the Potsdam Con
iereace, this is entirely in contravention 
of the Declaration of the Three Powers at 
that grea Conference. Finally, I wish 
to record the belief that it is going to 
make-and it is perhaps a rather cold
blooded but nevertheless important issue 
-the position in Western Europe even 
more difficult than it is at the present 
time, and heaven knows that it is just 
about as dif-ficult as any situation ever 
created by mankind. On the humani
tarian side, one can tell the most heart
break:ng stories of what is happening. 
I had a visit yesterday from a young 
flyi::1g-officer of the R.A.F. who had 
recently been in Czechoslovakia. He ~as 
wearing the R.A.F. uniform, covered w1th 
ribJons, the D.F.C. and Bar and so on, 
and I asked him, '' How did you do it? '' 
He replied, '' I am really a Sudeten Ger
man, but I am an anti-Nazi. I got in 
and saw precisely for myself what was 
going on.'' I have not the time to develop 
this theme to-night, because the Minister 
must have time to reply and there are 
other hon. Members who would like to 
speak. This officer said, " The pitiable 
situation is that people are being taken 
out of the anti-Nazi camps formed by the 
Nazis and marched off into the Czech 
camps and turned into slaves. It is not 
as if families are turned out wholesale 
and told to march to the west. If that 
happened-not that there would be any 
merit in it-it would be a little better, but 
the young and able-bodied are taken away 
to slave camps in the centre of Czecho
slovakia and the old women, children and 
old men are turned out with practically 
nothing-simply told to get out and march 
west. I do not need to develop that point, 
because the House will realise what a 
terrible state of things is going on. This 
officer told me that he went to his own 
town, where 40,000 inhabitants had 
existed before and where he was a Social 
Democrat, and where there are now only 
8,ooo left. " My own homestead has 
gone," he told me. I speak with the 
greatest responsibility and will give the 
Minister the name of this officer, who 
will tell him all the facts. He told me, 
" All the people I knew as utterly 
opposed to the Nazis are now being 
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treated in the most inhumane manner by Mr. Soollan: Is. it as bad as Belsen? the Czech Government.'' 

I leave it at that, because that theme 
can b eveloped on a larger scale on 
another occasion, and I turn to the 
Potsdam Conference to look up what was 
decided there. I cannot do better than 
read two essential extracts from the report 
published on 3rd August I94S in the " Manchester Guardian." That report, 
speaking of the Three Powers, said this: 

" They agree that any transfers that take place shall be effected in an orderly and humane manner." 
Now, who, in the name of all that is 
truthful and serious, can suggest that to 
start to drive 30,000 people out over ISO 
days from east to west in Europe in the 
middle of winter is dealing wi'th them in 
a " humane and orderly manner " ? It 
went on to say thiS--and I say this with
out any passion whatever: 

" The Czechoslovak Government, the Polish Provisional Government, and the Control Council in Hungary are at the same time being informed of the above declaration and are being lfequested meanwhile to suspend further expulsions pending the examination by the Governments concerned of the report from the representatives on the Control Council.'' 

So far as we know there has been no re
port from the Control Council. All that we 
do know is that ther(; is an intense feeling 
everwhere that thi~ horrible thing should 
not be allowed to go on in Europe during 
this winter, and I am sure it was the 
intention of the persons who signed the 
Potsdam Conference Declaration on be
half of the great nations that this horror 
should not be perpetrated in Europe. 

To turn to another aspect of it, what 
is the position in the Allied Zone __ ? V\'e 
are told that 4,soo,ooo persons in the next ISO days are to be driven out of Poland 
and Czechoslovakia and Hungary into the 
Russian Occupied Zone in Germany. We 
are already in such a mess over the muddle 
there that we l1ardly know what to do. 
We have already agreed to take 2,ooo,ooo 
more persons in our Zone than ever we 
anticipated having to take, and the de
plorable stories of what is happening at the Berlin railway stations, and so on, 
would make everybody in this country 
rise in revolt if they really knew the truth. 
I listened to a gentleman the other night who had witnessed for himself what was 
-happening at the Anhalter railway station 
in Berlin--

Mr. Stokes: Perhaps my hon. Friend 
will let me finish. I am sure he feels very 
strongly, just as I do on this subject. It 
is unbelievable to me that these things 
can be allowed to happen without the 
loudest possible protest in this House, and 
that is why I am speaking to-night. He 
told me what was happening. People pouring into Berlin, not wanted, no room 
for them, no food, nowhere to put them, 
and so, whilst they are allowed to stay 
for 24 hours, they immediately have to evacuate to the West. What happens? 
At the Anhalter railway station, which 
apparently leads to the west and north
west, is found this state of things: the 
station has been so bombed that it is 
imnossible to control the people on the pl~tforms, so they are herded into a side 
street. He told me, and a large public audi
ence, that it takes four dayS--not four 
hourS-to get from the back of the queue into the train, with nothing to eat mean
while. A perfectly deplorable condition 
already exists. What is going to happen 
if this new proposal for 4,soo,ooo evacuations is allowed to take place is that it 
will accentuate that condition and per
petuate it throughout the winter months. 

I speak simply as an ordinary person 
who has had some experience of war. I 
am sometimes accused of being pro-Ger
man; it is not true, I am simply pro
humanitarian. I have killed more 
Germans than possibly anybody in this 
House, but that is enough of that. The fact remains that this suicidal policy, this 
terrible policy, is being allowed to go on 
in Europe with insufficient protest from 
people who really hold the beliefs t~at we all hold in this country and the pnn
ciples for which we re~lly believ~ we fought this war. What will happen If w_e allow this to go on without protest IS 
simply this: we shall sr;..w these very seeds which will bring about another war -I do not know when, but in the not 
too distant future. 

There is no sense in believing that 
simply because we are in a mess at the 
present time we should allow this sort 
of thin~ to go on without protest. The paradoxical situation to me is this, that 
the very peonle to whom we have given 
asylum in this country are now perpetrat
in~ these horrors in central Europe. It is 
unbelievable, but it is true, and it is time 
that protest went out from this country. 
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[Mr. Stokes.] 
I know perfectly well that there are differ
ences of view as to what is to be done 
'\\~ith enemy peoples, but I take my mind 
to the very simple issue, which is that 
'Women and children are women and chil
dren wherever they are, in whatever 
country they reside, and I could not sit 
down to-day without having raised my 
voice in protest and asking that His 
:Majesty's Government shall use whatever 
power they can, and make whatever pro
test they can, in whatever quarter they 
choose-and I am not seeking to lay the 
blame in any particular quarter-to repre
sent to their friends in Russia, in Poland, 
in Czechoslovakia and in Hungary that 
this thing must stop, because if it does 
not stop it will be damnation for civilisa
tion. / 

9·30 p.m. 
Mr. Boothby (A!berdeen and Kincar

dine, Eastern): I rise for only three 
minutes to support, in a few words, the 
eloquent plea which has just been made 
by my hon. Friend the Mernber for 
Ipswich (Mr. Stokes), and I do so mainly 
because I feel that there has been some
thing in the nature of a conspiracy of 
silence upon this matter upon both sides 
of the Atlantic Ocean, in the United 
States as well as in this country. Terrible 
things are going on in Europe to-day, 
to-night, every day and every night. The 
easy course is for us to avert our eye , 
and that is the course that I think we 
have taken on· the whole. The result can 
only be famine and pestilence and, as my 
hon. Friend so rightly pointed out, 
misery. 

Nobody realises more clearly than I do 
that the high aspirations expre sed in the 
Atlantic Charter have long ago gone by 
the board, but few can have thought, 
even a year ago, that we were fignting 
this war in order to turn Central and 
Eastern Europe into a desert containing 
a decimated population. That is what is 
happening to-day. I read that at the 
moment the United States are considering 
cutting down food shipments to Europe. 
I cannot understand it. I feel that we 
are now drifting-largely because of 
political events which have no immedi~te 
connection with the subject we are dls
cuss:ng-into a situation which is frau.ght 
with the gravest danger. The last hme 
I spoke in this House I said that events 

of the last five years had perhaps in
evitably seared the conscience and blunted 
the compassion of humanity. That is 
true, but there are limits, and I think 
those limits have been reached at the 
present time. I urge His ~Iajesty's Gov
ernment w do something, if only to make 
a public protest against what is going 
on now, because it is not in accordance 
vYith the traditions or wishes of the vast 
mass of the people of this country. 

9·33 p.m. 
The Under-Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs (Mr. McNeil): Although 
I am very much indebted to my hon. 
Friends the Members for Ipswich (Mr. 
Stokes) and East Aberdeen (Mr. Boothby) 
for giving me this opporlunity of making 
a short statement on behalf of the 
Government, I want to repudiate utterly 
the sugge tion that there has been a con
spiracy of silence on this subject by the 
Government. That is not o, as I think 
I shall be able to show to the House. 
Everyone must have been arrested by the 
sincerity of my hon. Friend the Member 
for Ip wich. It is, as he said, impossible 
to overpaint the potential gravity of this 
situation or to over-emphaSiise the misery 
and great suffering which we may see in 
Central and Eastern Europe this winter. 
But I cannot quite accept the suggestion 
that these are comparatively innocent 
people. They are Germans and either 
through their rulers or themselves they 
visited on Poles, Czechs, Russians and on 
Christians, as well as Jews, monstrous 
crueltieS---

Mrs. Manning (Epping) : Babies? 

Mr. McNeil: I wish it were so simple 
just to draw a line and say, '' They are 
babie~," and, "They are Nazis." I wish 
it was so simple as to say, " They are 
people who were in the fight," and, 
'' They are people who took no part in 
it." Unfortunately, that is not so. It is 
suggested that the Government are not 
most concerned with this subject--

Mr. E. L. Gandar Dower (Caithness 
and Sutherland): What is the Govern
ment doing? 

Mr. McNeil: Perhaps I shall be able, 
if I am permitted, to say what we are 
doing. No one in this House can escape 
the consequences. We are partners to the 
decisions. I want to deal with a news
paper report my hon. Friend quoted, but, 
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as I indicated when we were speaking 
previously, it is not possible to give very 
accurate figures. I would agree that for 
Czechoslovakia there probably are some 
z,zso,ooo to z,soo,ooo people concerned; 
in Hungary, perhaps, not so many, but in 
Poland, I very much fear the figure will 
prove to be in excess of ro,ooo,ooo souls. 
About the figures my hon. Friend quoted 
and the newspaper sources to which he 
referred, up to date the control commis
sion has no knowledge of the agreement 
to which he referred between the 
Russians, Poles, Czech and Hungarians. 
That was what the hon . .~.Iember quoted 
from " The Times " of 8th October. The 
second of these reports that 2,ooo,ooo 
Germans from Poland and Czechoslo
vakia are to be received into the British 
zone at the beginning of this month, to 
which my hon. Friend al o referred, is, I 
must say, without qualification, specula
tive. This Government has in fact given 
no such undertaking to any one that we 
would accept these 2,ooo,ooo people. Of 
course, although the Government are not 
directly or exclusively responsible for this 
condition, it is true that we ar · direct 
responsible, and it is very true that w·e 
have made repeated representations upon 
this subject. I think the House would 
like to be reminded of ome which we 
have made. As the hon. Member for 
Ioswich (Mr. Stokes) quoted so aptly, at 
Potsdam it was agreed that the transfer 
Germany o German populations or el -
ments thereof remaining in Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary will have 
be undertaken, and that any transfe 
that took place should be effected in a 
orderly and humane manner. The Alliea 
Control Council in Germany, should in 
the first instance, examine the problem 

ith special regard to the equitable dis
tribution of these Germans among the 
several zones of occupation. At the same 

, time, the Czechoslovak and Polish Gov
ernments and the Control Council in Hun
gary were requested to su~pend their ex
pulsion , pending examination by the 
Governments concerned of the report of 
their representatives on the Gontrol 
Council. I greatly recrret that this report 
has not yet been made. I understand 
that a report, covering part of the field, 
may be available, but, again I very much 
regret that I cannot go past that. It 
just may be available and will only cover 
part of the problem. 

368 

h. t.okes: Has His :\Iaje~ty's Govern
ment got any knowledge whaboever of the 
declaration made in Berlin that 30,000 
people a day, as from next Monday, are 
to be expelled from this territory? 

J\.lr. }lcNeil: I have already indicated 
to the hon. :\-I ember that the report from 
vhich he quoted does not lie within the 

knowledge of His :\Iajesty's Government. 
I want also to make this ;>lain, if I may 
refer again to the point raised, that follow~ 
ing the repre entations made at Potsdam 
the Czechoslovak Government did, in 
principle, a rate, su penel these 
expulsions. 

1\Ir. Boothby: What does ''in 
principle '' mean? 

}fr. McNeil: Well, as I am sure the 
hon .... Iember knows, it is very difficult to 
get exact information on this subject. I 
do want to make it plain that the Czecho
slovak Government did most earnestly at
tempt to co-operate in this matter nd the 
Hungarian Government numerically was 
not so substantially concerned. But 
despit m_;>eated .protests by His Maje ty's 
Government, I am afraid I have to admit 
that there is no imilar picture that can be 
dra\vn for Poland. 

I wish to tate this one other fact. As 
recently as rst October the new Poli h 
Ambassador came to the Foreign Office, 
and in course of conversations he said 
that on instructions from his Government 
s.ri~t orders were given to stop all further 
expulsions of Germans from Poli::;h-occu
pieO. territory. Again I do not want to 
mislead the House. Obviously, if there 
is any substance, even remote substance, 
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[Mr. McNeil.J 
in the figures quoted by my hon. Friend, 
1t makes nonsense of this assurance. But 
what more can Hi .. Majesty's Government 
do immediately beyond this? At any rate 
I wish earnestly to repudiate that there 
has been any conspiracy of silence or that 
the Government is not gravely concerned 
in this matter. It has made repeated and 
strong remonstrances on the subject. 

I have two other things to say. Con
ditions in the Russian area are the respon
sibility of the Russian Government. As 
my hon. Friends knoiW, the Russian Gov
ernment, as they were quite entitled to 
do, have not invited U .N .R.R.A. to take 
part in relief in their zone. His Maj-esty's 
Government are considering what further 
relief measures we could undertake inside 
our own zone. I have only this qualifica
tion to make. Our area has been the 
most heavily bombed one. It is a most 

intense trouble to find even roofs, and 
we must leave it to the military authori
ties as to how many can be taken into 
zone, at what rate and how soon . It 
would be no kindness to take in these poor 
people if we cannot in fact provide that. 

I conclude by assuring the House lHctl""• 

the Government are fully seized of th · 
problem, that we will continue to take 
all measures upon the subject that lie 
within our competence. We are grateful 
to my hon. Friend, not only for giving us 
this opportunity of making our position 
plain but for bringing once more to the 
attention of the House what we have 
admit may prove to be a catastT011hP. 
which has not been paralleled in Europe 
for centuries. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Adjourned accordingly 

Seventeen Minutes to 
o'Clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS 
Wednesday, 30th January, 1946. 

The House met at half past two of the 
clock, The LORD CHANCELLOR on the 
Woolsack. 

Prayers. 

CORRECTION. 

The speech reported in columns 13-15 
of the Official Report yesterday, in the 
name of Lord Woolton, should have been 
attributed to Lord Llewellin. 

LORD INMAN. 
Philip Albert Inman, Esquire, having 

been created Baron Inman of Knares
borough in the West Riding of the 
County of York-Was (in the usual 
manner) introduced. 

BRECONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
BILL. [H.L. J 

Read za. 

CITY OF LONDON (VARIOUS 
POWERS) BILL. [H.L. J 

Read za . 

LEICESTER CORPORATION BILL. 
[H.L. J 

Read za. 

MANCHESTER CORPORATION BILL. 
[H.L. J 

Read za. 

MID AND SOUTH EAST CHESHIRE 
WATER BOARD BILL. [H.L.] 

Read za. 

ROTHERHAM CORPORATION BILL. 
[H.L. J 

Read za. 

TYNE TUNNEL BILL. [H.L. J 
Read za-. 

H .L. No. 48 

BROMBOROUGH DOCK BILL. [H.L.] 
Read za, and referred to the Examiners. 

LONDON MIDLAND AND SCOTTISH 
RAILWAY BILL. [H.L.] 

Read za, and referred to the Examiners. 

LONDON NECROPOLIS BILL. [H.L. J 
Read za, and referred to the Examiners. 

RUSHDEN DISTRICT GAS 
BILL. [H.L.] 

Read za, and refe.I;Ted to the Examiners. 

---+ 
MASS TRJ\N FERS OF GERMANS. .. 

2.40 p.m. 
THE LORD BISHOP OF CHICHESTER 

rose to call attention to the mass 
transfers of Germans from Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, and (the East of 
Germany; and to move for Papers. The 
right reverend Prelate said: My Lords, I 
rise to call attention to certain proceedings 
which have not, I think, made any special 
impression on the public mind but have 
a considerable bearing on the future of 
Europe. I have taken some trouble to 
get at the facts and I have had much help 
from those who have first-hand informa
tion in the territories concerned. I am 
afraid that the story which I have to un
fold is a melancholy one, but for the 
simple reason that we are one of the three 
great Powers that were parties to the 
Y alta and the Potsdam Agreements we 
cannot free ourselves from the responsi
bility we have accepted for attention and 
action. 

I would first like to tell you the facts. 
ht Yalta in February last year, Mr. 
Churchill, President Roosevelt and 
Premier Stalin agreed to certain altera
tions in the boundaries of Poland. In
cluded in these alterations was a promise 
to compenSCilte Poland for its loss east of 
the Curzon Line by substantial conces
sions <to •the Noiltlh and the East, and 
Danzig, East Pru9Sia and Upper Silesia 
were speoially mentioned. Great stress 
was laid at the time on the freedom, inde
pendence and sovereignty of Poland, and 
Mlf. Chwohill, in his speech of February 
27, undertook a direat responsibility for 

Az 
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[The Lord Bishop of Chichester. J . Let me 1urn to the numbers affected by 
tJhe setmlement as head of the British Gov- the expulson orders. It is very difficult 
ernment. The Potsdam Agreement last to be preci;e, and the Government will no 
August registered the necessary conse- doubt check my figures, but the informa-
quences of Yalta, and pending a final de- tion which I have obtained is as follows: 
limitart:ion of frontiers at the peace German p)pulations in pre-war Poland 
conference, EaSit Prussia, all Silesia and west of tte Curzon Line, approximately 
Pomerania were handed over to the ad- 1,ooo,ooo;in East Prussia, West Prussia, 
ministration of tilie Polish State. Pomerania and Silesia, approximately 

Th!is is the point for our consideration 
this afiternoon. The rt:hree Governments 
of Soviet Russia, the United Kingdom and I 

the United States agreed to •the removal 
of all Germans out of a1l these territories 
in advance. They also agreed to a similar 
removal from Czechoslovakia and Hun
gary. Butt ,the governing clause is in 
Article 13 of the Potsdam Agreement en
titled Orderly Transfer of Geman Popula
tions, which run~: 

" The three Governments, having con
sidered the question in all its aspects, recog
nize that the transfer to Germany of German 
populations, or elements thereof remaining in 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, will 
have to be undertaken. They agree that 
any transfers that take place !:lhould be 
effected in an orderly and humane manner." 

The three Governments go on to request 
the Allied Control Commission to examine 
the problem with special regard to equit
able distribution in the several zones of 
Germany, to report on the numbers 
already admitted into Germany and to 
estimate the time and rate at which further 
transfers may be effected. In the mean
time they request that further transfers 
be suspended. 

. ) 

In anything that I say this afternoon, 
I shall not suggest that these three great 
Governments are themselves conducting 
expulsions from Poland, Czechoslovakia 
or Hungary, but what I claim is that all 
three have a great responsibility of which 
they cannot divest themselves, both for the 
fact of the expulsions and for the manner 
in which they are being carried out. I 
further beg you to understand that I feel 
deeply for the terrible sufferings which 
Poland and Czechoslovakia have endured 
during the war. Poland in particular is 
a martyr nation. It is impossible to speak 
of her to-day without admiration for her 
courage, without pity for the tragic losses 
of the flower of her manhood and for the 
ravaging of her land. I am also a ware of 
the reality of the problem caused by the 
pres·ence of alien minorities of .a defeated 
nation in a victorious State. 

g,25o,ooo; in Czechoslovakia, Sudeten 
Germans, approximately 3,2oo,ooo; in 
Hungary, Lpproximately 50o,ooo-a total 
approxima.:e figure, if anything on the 
conservati,e_ side, of about 14,00o,ooo de
portable people so far as those countries 
are concened. 

VrscouN' SAMUEL: Do you mean 
West of th~ Curzon Line, or East? 

THE LOID BISHOP OF CHICHESTER: 
I beg yom pardon. In pre-war Poland, 
East of tre Curzon Line. Thank you; 
I am very grateful. 

It is very- difficult to know how many 
of th~se 1:J.,OOo,ooo or so have already 
been tramferred into Germany. It is 
certain tha millions had been transferred 
before. the Potsdam Agreement and that 
more had >een transferred by the end of 
September. Marshal Zukhov, in a state
ment from his central office in Berlin on 
October g, said that already there were 
8,ooo,ooo •leportees in the Russian zone 
and that 45oo,ooo more were expected. 
¥our Lord;hips will agree that the num
bers are vc.st; indeed, it is a transfer of 
population without precedent in the his
tory of E1rope. There was a Turco
Greek exclange of populations after the 
first world wa~ which .made perhaps the 
best of a btd ]Ob; but It was not a model 
of either lumanity or wisdom and its 
reperc~ssims, economic and political, are 
still with lS. Only just over: r,ooo,ooo 
Greeks we-e transferred from Turkish 
territory arrl~ a~ Sir John Hope-Simpson, 
who was mtimately concerned, has 
remarked, i~ involved an <itppalling 
amount of nisery and hardship. 

There ha; been n?thi:r:-g like the present 
transfer of populatwn m ancient Asiatic 
history. This transfer is not simply a 
handing ov~r of ter.ritory, but a root-and· 
branch. rerroval of immense populations 
.for racial Pas?ns to clear the ground for 
the new ocmp1ers. It is bad in itself. It 
~nvolves a ie~al of human rights and it 
IS extremel1 difficult to see how to dis
tinguish it n principle from the mass de
polftations d civil~an popul_ati~ns for which 
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the National Socialist leader~ are now on 
trial a: for a war crime a:t Nuremburg. 
I know ~t is urged that som,t measure of 
.removal from Poland or the Sudetenland 
was necessary in view of the Czechs' ex
perience w1th Himmler. l agree that 
safeguards are necessary, but perhaps the 
best safeguard is a demmtariz~d Germany, 
wivh genuine democratic Go-vernments in 
Czecho-slovakia, Poland ani the other 
countries concerned, with political equality 
and economic security for all without dis
tinction of race. 

But be that SIO or not, i11. any event 
we are obliged to consider t:h-t ruthlessness 
and the unmitigated racialisrr involved in 
the setting up of these iomogeneous 
national States and the mag.ll.itude of the 
precedent created. Where are the nations 
to stop if o much is allowed We have 
also to consider the incalcuable danger 
to the future peace of EmofB created by 
the flaming national resen tm~n t which is 
bound to arise. But whatever difference 
of opinion there may be abo11.t the policy 
of the transfer, I think all ymr Lordships 
will agree that the method ought to be 
humane. Mr. Truman, Mr. Attlee (who 
was then Prime Min:ste.r) and 
Premier Stalin agreed at Postdam 
that any transfers that took place 
should be effected in an )rderly and 
humane manner. I should like to ask 
His Majesty's Governrr.ent what 
machinery has been established for 
securing this, whether any c:uthority re
presenting the three Govemments has 
been set up to see that it is orderly and 
humane, what is the result d the exami
nation by the Allied Control Commission 
as to the equitable distribution in the 
several zones, and what estinate has the 
Allied Control Commission ma.de as to the 
time and rate of further trans:ers. Unfor
tunately, there is only too gocd reason for 
believing that there is litt:e order or 
humanity in the method of the transfer. 
The Czechs have a better way of present
ing their story 1:han others. h The Times 
of January z6 we were told that 1,209 
Sndeten Germans, mostlv Nomen and 
children, had begun their V transfer to the 
American zone in cattle tru:ks, with a 
liberal allowance of personal belongings. 
Nothing was heard of compmsation for 
the property they left behinc. There is 

r not much humanity in a traiEfer starting 
in the dead of winter in cc.ttle trucks, 
even when those cattle trucks 1ave stoves. 

H.L. No. 48 

We are not told what are the conditions 
in which these deportees ar-e a waiting their 
fate. I have had this week an account 
sent from Vienna by an old Social Demo
crat about the condition of the internment 
camp near Prague. He writes: 

'' Long before the formalities of expulsion. 
have been agreed, a great number of Sudeten 
Germans have been herded together in camp 
where they slowly perish from famine and 
disease. ln Kladno, near Prague, fur in
stance, thousands of Germans are kept in a 
camp irrespective of their age or political 
creed. Their daily ' food ' consists of black 
coffee in the morning potato soup at noon, 
and black coffee in the evening plus 20 dkg. 
of bread. Inmates are dying day by day. 
The half-naked corpses are rolled into coffins. 
and then thrown into mass graves, the empty 
coffins being taken back for further use. The 
burial is per£ormed by fellow prisoners, who 
get a piece of bread and margarine extra for' 
the job and are, therefore, fighting each other 
for that privilege." 

I have plenty of other evidence about the 
conditions of those being prepared for 
deportation. All Sudeten Germans are by 
decree deprived of civic rights; they have 
no appeal to any Court; their property is 
nat~onalized; they are robbed of their 
homes; payment of pensions and social 
insurance to them has been stopped; and 
they have starvation rations. The intro
duction of unpaid forced labour is rapidly 
increasing by the decree of September 7; 
medical aid is severely restricted by hos
pital rules and the expulsion of doctors; 
entry is refused to theatres, cinemas, con
certs and, for the children, schools. 
PeopJe are obliged to wear white armlets 
around their left arms and they are 
obliged to stay within doors from 8 p.m. 
to 6 a.m.-very much like Hitler's treat
ment of the Jews. In August, when the 
transfers were proceeding, they were given 
only half an hour and sometimes no more 
than ten minutes' notice to leave their 
home-not ve:ry orderly or humane. 

The rrnethod adopted by the Poles in 
the transfer of populations from East 
Prussia, Pomerania and Silesia is no 
better. I have in my hands the report 
of a Silesian prie t who describes the ex
propriation, the looting, the arbitrary 
arrests, the forced labour and the starva
tion of the Silesian population, but I will · 
content myself with one quotation from a 
:report on the problem of food and main
tenance on the continent of Europe which 
reached me only the other day from the 
International Red Cross at Geneva. It 
runs: 

A3 
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'' The inha;bitants of both urban and rural 

communes were ordered to leave their 
residences at short notice, each ·person being 
allowed to take with him 20 kilos of his 
!belongings. The aged people and the sick were 
left behind, without medical assistance, nursing 
facilities or medicaments. All the evacuees 
assembled on the high road, with their belong
ings stacked on peramJbulators, hand carts and 
other vehicles. There were only a few horse
drawn ·carts for invalids and the aged or indl11m, 
so that the people themselves had to push or 
pull the heavily laden vehicles. Belongings, 
including bags and trunks, bedsteads and bed
ding, shoes and foodstuffs, kept on disappear
ing by night and by day. Owing to the steady 
rainfall there was no possibility of drying 
clothes and underwear. The luckiest managed 
to :find shelter in barns, cellars or ruined 
houses; the others remained in the open. Chil
dren were born on the roadside, in the most 
difficult circumstances; vill<vges destroyed, no 

11 cattle. Babies are therefore condemned to die; 
the ditches by the roadside receive the corpses. 
The aged colla;psed, and implored the younger 
ones to abandon them to their fate. Many 
who could march no fur:ther attempted to 
board passing trains, but here they soon lost 
the few possessions they had managed to save. 
Torn from their native soil, these homeless 
people are roaming along the high roads, a 
prey to hunger, exhaustion and disease. Cov
ered with vermin, they strain every nerve to 
.attain their sole aim-a new thome. vVherever 
they seek shelter they are met by point blank 
refusals. They are sent further on, directed 
anew, conveyed back again, and then told to 
retrace their steps.'' 

We all know, of course, that these things 
happened under the Nazis, but we ex
pected that these things would end with 
their regime. It appears they are being 
re-enacted in the case of millions of ' 
people. 

The last matter raised in this report is 
their aiming at a new home. Where are 
they all going? That is a vital point in 
orderly and humane transfer. I hope that 
His Majesty's Government will enlighten 
us on this, and will tell us what the Allied 
Control Commission is proposing. Is it 
true, as Field-Marshal Montgomery stated 
on November II, that between four and 
eight million deportees are expected as the 
British share in their zone as a result of 
the Potsdam Agreement? Does this 
accord with the statement of the Allied 
Control Commission on November 21 that 
the British zone is receiving one and a 
half millions from Poland? How is it pro
posed to fit four million persons into a 
zone which normally contains I7,ooo,ooo, 
and now, according to Field-Marshal 
Montgomery, actually contains 20,750,ooo 
inhabitants? Where are they all to be 
put, when the whole territory is made less 

industrial and in the great majority of 
the large towns the great majority of the 
houses are in ruins? It is a huge task for 
the Military Government, who are doing 
such magnificent work in very difficult 
conditions. 

When will the::.e deportations end? 
Your Lordships will agree that the picture 
which I have painted is melancholy. 
There is also the fate of those left behind, 
who are not deported. For example, 
three million of the original population in 
Silesia are said to be in a state of despair, 
with suicides ·frequent, with a desire to get 
out at all costs, and they are being put 
to forced labour. In Czechoslovakia 
numbers of deportable people are sent into 
the interior to do slave labour, so that 
besides mass expulsions we have the per
petration of a system of slave _labour by 
one or more of the United \Nations after 
Hitler's fall in the centre of Europe. Is 
this really the wish of the three great 
Powers? Does this really represent the 
ideal for which Britain and other free 
countries fought? 

President IBenes, on October 28 of last 
year, speaking to .the Provisional National 
Assembly at ·Prague, said this: 

" We decided to get rid of our Germans 
by sending them into the Reich. Our Allie 
everywhere agreed with our point of view in 
this matter.'' 

In the same speech he went on to say: 
" It is obvious that all preparations for the 

transfer of Germans must be well organized, 
and that this achon must be carried out in 
a human, not a Nazi-like manner, and in full 
accordance with our Allies.'' 

I would emphasize those two phrases
" a human, not a Nazi-like manner ", 
and '' in full accordaJilce with our 
Allies.'' They cover both the policy and 
the method, and I would again make the 
claim that a responsibility does rest upon 
the British Government as a joint ~art
ner with the Americans and ,the Soviet 
Russian Governments to the Potsdam 
Agreement, t11ot only for making strong 
representations, 1whioh I am sure they 
have made, !but for intervening through 
the Allied Control Commission to secure 
that the tran fer, if not ended, shall be 
orderly and humane. Indeed, as the 
supremest authorities under whose 
sanction the agrr-eement was made, and 
the provisions tfor the transfer decided, 
they have, it seems to me, a duty to the 
world to intervene. 
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There 1s one other point to which I 
wish ·to call attention. It concerns the 
provision ·oif room for the Poles from 
east of the Curzon Line who have to be 
settled elsewhere. There is some dispute 
as to their numbers. Pre ident Truman 
gave the figure of 3,ooo,ooo, and Mr. 
Bevin 4,ooo,ooo. I believe that both are 
over-e~timates. Recent Ieports from the 
Commission for Repatriation, pUihlished 
by Radio \Varsaw, said that only 
I,356,592 appJications for repatriation had 
been received by the end of November. 
!he whole population of pre-war Poland, 
m eluding Jews, Ukrainians and White 
Russians, was 3s,ooo,ooo. The Pole 
have lost the flower of their manhood'\ 
they have had terrible losses. Thei; 
losses through death, deportation, slave 
labour and so on, due to the war, are 
estimated at 12,ooo,ooo. I am informed 
that a maximum figure for the present 
Polish population, including repatriable 
Poles, is 23,00o,ooo. If that is so, then 
without any addition of territory Poland 
proper could re-absorb the repatriated 
people from the Soviet Union three or 
even four times over. If that is so, 
there is no surplus population. 

I·n any case, it is an extraordinary pro
posal that Poles should be given territoify 
of great dimensionS---26 per cent. of the 
total arable land of Germany, occ~pied 
by over nine million personS--for one or 
three or four million (whatever ibe the 
:figure) Poles from east of the Curzon Line. 
It seems to me, and I am sure that it will 
seem to history, incomprehensible that 
this part of Germany should have been 
incorporated into the Polish administra
tion before any decision has been taken 
by the Peace Conference. Is it the inten
tion to present the Peace Conference with 
a fait accompli? The state of the area is 
described as pitiful and devastated now to 
the last degree. What is the purpose? 
Why turn an industrial and agricultural 
territory into complete chaos? Why try 
to concentrate Polish energy here instead 
of on real Polish soil wes.t of the Curzon 
Line? Is this fue way to protect Poland 
from war, to counter the war spirit of 
Germany or to achieve-! am quoting 
the words of MT. Churchill-'' the estab
lishment and future welfare and security 
of a strong, independent, homogeneous 
Polish Start:e '' ? If the freedom of Poland 
is, as it must be, more important than 
the frontiers of Poland, the Potsdam 
Agreement has surely very ibadly failed. 

Apart from what is done to the Germans 
a part from the woe inflicted o~ 
the body and soul of Europe, it is a 
most grievous and far-reaching wrong 
done to the Poles themselves. 

, ~ am trying to put before your Lord
smps a p1cture of the facts as far as I 
can learn them, and also to take a stand 
on the rig~ts of ~an. I have already 
a~sked certam questwns of His Majesty's 
Government as to the principles and the 
machinery, but there are many other 
matters on which information is desirable 
which can only be obtained from a visit 
to the country. So I would ask His 
Majesty's Government to consider the 
sending of a British Parliamentary dele
gation, with the necessary consents of 
other Governments, to Poland and 
Czechoslovakia and all the zones con
cerned, in order to investigate the condi
ti.ons in which deportation is being ear
ned out and the arrangements being 
made for distribution and resettlement 
The report of such a delegation would be 
a document of :first-class importance. 
Again, this is a matter which concerns 
all the United NationS--not least the 
small ones. It is fortunate that the 
United Nations Organization is meeting 
now. According to their Charter the 
United Nations are determined to re
affirm faith in fundamental human rights, 
in the dignity and worth of the human 
person, in the equal rights of men and 
women o£ all nations large and small. 
I would, therefore, ask His Majesty's 
Government to move the Economic and 
Social Council to take the whole question 
of these transfers of population into their 
purview, to investigate the position of 
those dispossessed former citizens of 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Poland and other countries involved, 
from which expulsions are proceeding or 
are in contemplation, particularly the 
case of the former minority citizens of 
Czechoslovakia, deprived of rights, 
homes, property and appeal to Courts, 
and put to forced labour. 

I thank your Lordships for the pati
ence which you have shown in listening 
to the .tale I have had to unfold. I hold 
no brief for the Germans as Germans. 
My first speech in your Lordships' House, 
made eight years ago, was for the Jewish 
victims of Nazi persecution. I honour 
the Czechs and the Poles as brave and 
friendly nations deserving a great future. 
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I appeal only for human beings to human 
beings. We, in Great Britain, once stood 
alone in a world ·conflict against tyranny 
and oppression. Then by the help of our 
Allies, and the help of God, we prevailed. 
We are still the champions of human free
dom. We must not fail to give a lead to 
the world in the same great cause to-day. 
My Lords, I beg to move. 

3.16 p.m. 
THE EARL OF DARNLEY: My•Lords, I 

am only too glad to come to your Lord
ships' House to-day to support, if only 
for a few minutes, the plea which my 
right reverend friend has made for 
abatement of the sufferings of the 
nationals who are now being, or are about 
.to be, transferred from Poland, Czecho
slovakia and East Prussia. That plea 
he has advanced to you, as always, with 
eloquence and, if I may say so, with 
Christian fidelity. As the right reverend 
Prelate told your Lordships, there are 
two ways of looking at these transfers of 
population to-day, and he has touched on 
both of them most ably. The first way 
is from the point of view of human pity 
for the aotual sufferings undergone on 
the journey, under conditions of extreme 
hardship and difficulty, in ice and snow, 
and packed into cattle trucks, by the old 
and infirm and the children, many of 
whom must inevitably perish by the way. 
The second angle is tha;t of considera
tion as to what the result of such suffer
ings is going to be on the future peace 
of Europe and of the world. I w.ould 
like, for the few minutes for which I 
am going to detain your Lordships to
day, to touch upon this second aspect. 

At the end of every war, so history 
tells us, there is always a lot of political 
manceuvring and the object is always a 
good one-it is the prevention of a similar 
outbreak in the future. But I think I 
can quite justly say that this result has 
never yet been attained. The method 
followed is always the same. It consists 
in the physical weakening of the recent 
aggressor by various forms of depriva
tions, of money, of territory, of machinery 
plants and arsenals and the establish
ments generally where he can make 
weapons for war and collect his guns and 
his troops. It also consists in the group~ 
ing of the victors together into different 
forms of blocs-without a " k "-of such 
difficulty of maintenance as your Lord-

ships hav~, perhaps, already ~een able 
to note silce this present con:fi1ct ended. 
All this nanceuvring is based on the 
assumpti01 that the danger to the peace 
of the fuure lies solely in the recent 
aggressorsand that the victolfs are capable 
of permarent unity and ability to keep 
the peace. 

I ventrre again for the '' nth '' time 
to disagrre in toto with these assump
tions. PeLce between nations.--! say this 
again, an( I am going on saying it-will 
come whe:1 no nation has any reason to 
wish for var; and in no other way. At 
N urember~ the other day there was read 
an affidavit by a previous War Minister 
in Germcny, Field-Ma;rshal von Blom
berg. In it he said that he considered 
that then were three critical territorial 
questions wnfronting Germany after rgrg. 
These wee the Polish Corridor, the Ruhr 
and Mem~l. He went on : 

" I my~lf. as well as the whole group 
of German General Staff officers, believed that 
these thre questions outstanding, among 
which was the question of the Polish Corri
dor, would have to be settled some day, if 
necessary ly force of arms. About go per 
ceni. of th German people were of the same 
mind as tle officers on the Polish question. 
A ·.var to wipe out the desecration involved 
in the era tion of the Polish Corridor anJ 
to lessen tle threat to separated East Prussia, 
surrounded by Poland and Lithuania, was 
regarded <B a sacred duty, though a sad 
nece~ity. This was one of the chief reasons 
behind the partially secret rearmament which 
began ab01t ten years aKO before Hitler came 
to power md which was accentuated by the 
Nazi rule.' 

No one :::ould possibly approve of the 
methods aken to fulfil such a statement 
of what re called a '' sacred obligation,'' 
but no me on earth in his senses could 
deny that it is a true revelation as to why 
nations nake war. The United Nations 
have saic exactly the same thing them
~elves. In the indictment which they 
Issued tht other day against the German 
warmongtrs, Item 2 states that one of the 
causes fm their trial at Nuremburg is that 
'' they tlied to get back by force what 
they lost in the last war '' or words to 
that effec. 

I ventrre to say once again that it is as 
certain a~ it is possible to be in this life 
that in tie future some new Hitler with 
another 1ame will urge the Germans to 
revenge for various things which are 
taking pace to-day, the loss of East 
Prussia, of the territories in East and 
West, an( to these will certainly be added 
the evacrn.tion of these Germans to which 
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the right reverend Prelate has referred 
this afternoon. The proclamation which 
this new regenerator will produce will 
doubtless be adorned by the portraits of 
past leaders who may have achieved 
canonization by that time, especially if 
they get executed as a result of the Nur
emburg trial. It is a proven :act that 
you cannot prevent a nation frorr making 
war if it wants to. Take away the con
temporary potentialities for maling war 
weapons and they will invent S;)mething 
else. You can see that to~day with the 
introduction of the atomic bomb. The 
army of the future may merel; be an 
atomic bomb corps of a few hundred men 
of a scientific variety clad in suits of 
lead! 

Any proposals made to-day fer limita
tion, suppFession or dismembernent are 
pointers to another war. No one with any 
sense would either excuse or condone or 
do anything else but deplore He recent 
doings of the Germans, Japarese and 
Italians, but anybody who thilks that 
such deeds are going to be stopp~d in the 
future by any other method except that 
of bringing the nations concened into 
some form of amicable co-ope1ation or 
that they can remove any tendencies to 
revenge by suppression, dismemberment 
and eviction, or punishment or forcible 
education is just imperilling the future not 
only of the youth of the world and the 
age-long era of civilization, but possibly 
even the existence of the plaret itself. 
Therefore, these evictions of WJ.ich the 
right reverend Prelate has spoken of in 
his melancholy story, are in fa,:t taking 
their part in forming a new ~ar, so I 
pray that the Government will do their 
very best to stop them. I wc.s much 
moved, as I am sure many of ycur Lord
ships were, by a poem in a Sun&y paper 
by the noble Lord, Lord Balfour of Inch
rye. It was a message from the spirit of 
an airman who had gone above and the 
last verse read as follows : 

' ' Hello down there ! I call agah 
Though free from earthly base. 
I charge you; banish fear and :>ain 
From colour, creed and race.' ' 

I wish the noble L9rd were here to-day, 
for I believe he would agree with the con
tentions of the right reverend Pr~late and 
myself. 

There is not much time left now for the 
reversal or cessation of the acts vhich a:re 
now begetting the nucleus of a rrew war, 
which will surely accomplish the destruc-

tion of human existence as we now know 
it. There is not much time, for the wheels 
will soon be deep in the old ruts again. 
A lot of punishment may be deserved, 
but punishment is a difficult matter for 
the human mind to apportion correctly. 
But punishment should not fairly be 
meted out either to the old and infirm or 
to the innocent children either of to~dav 
or of a future generation who must in
evitably suffer unimaginable horrors in a 
new conflict. There is very little informa
tion given to the public about t:hese evic
tions and I hope the noble and learned 
Lord, who I believe will answer for the 
Government, will be able to tell the right 
reve11end Prelate and myself that we have 
taken an unnecessarily gloomy view, that 
the evictions are far less than was sup
posed and that there is only a little suffer
ing. I think the public ought to be given 
more information about this. This que~ _ 
tion of evictions and also the question of 
the food situation in Europe seem to be 
shrouded in what I might call almost a 
suspicious silence. 

But what would be most welcome 
to-day, far in excess of hearing such de-

' tails, would be the knowledge that His 
Majesty's Government see this question 
in the light of the future of the world's 
peace; that they are using their best offices 
to resist any persuasion that may he 
urging them to agree to a process so peri
lous for the future of that peace which it 
is their avowed aim to produce; and tha_t 
they would be willing to endeavour to get 
these evictions stopped, even if that does 
mean an attempt to repeal decisions taken 
in past conferences. I think that, to-day, 
such evictions must eithex be justified or 
brought to a close. 

3·31 p.m. 
THE LORD CHANCELLOR (LoRD 

JownT): My Lords, the Motion which 
we are discussing is thus phrased: To 
call attention to the mass transfers of" 
Germans from Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and the .East of Germany; and to move 
for Papers. To deal with that Motion I 
have come prepared with all the informa
tion which is in the possession of His 
Majesty's Government, but, except for 
its closing passages, the speech to which 
we have just listened bore very little 
relation to the Motion on the Paper; and 
the speech of the right reverend Prelate, 
in so far as he based his animadversions 
on the boundaries of Poland to-day, the 
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provisional boundaries of Poland, equally 
bore no relation to the Motion on the 
Paper. I am bound to say that I think 
it is a little unfortunate that observations 
of that nature should be made when the 
Government spokesman, by reason of the 
form of the Motion, has no opportunity 
to answer him, and the statements must, 
therefore, go by default. 

With regard to the Motion on the Paper, 
I shall, as I say, give your Lordships the 
most complete exposi.tion of the facts in 
the possession of His Majesty's Govern
ment. Let me start by saying this. His 
Majesty's Government were parties to the 
Potsdam Agreement. The Potsdam 
Agreement, as the right reverend Prelate 
says, recorded the fact that the three Gov
ernments recognize that the ;transfer to 
Germany of German populations remain
ing in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hun
gary will have to be undertaken. To that 
decision His Majesty's Government 
adhere. My Lords, do let us be realists 
about this thing. We in .this country have 
led a comparatively sequestered and clois
tered life. We have not seen our women 
lined up naked in the snow to decide 
which of them should, and which 
of them should not, be sent to the 
gas chamber. If we are realists about 
this matter, I believe we shall come to 
the conclusion that the best chance of 
peace-! am not talking about punish
ment at all; I agree with the noble Lord 
there-in the future of Europe lies in 
preventing rt:he continuance of German 
minority populations in those countries. 

Let me take one illustration, if I may, 
from a country I know very well
Czechoslovakia. I honestly believe that 
if any country really tried to give ifs 
German minority population a fair and 
reasonable chance of assimilation, it was 
Czechoslovakia. And what happened? 
Henlein, who posed as being the national 
leader of the Sudetens, and wanted to 
maintain his place in the country, was, 
as we all know now, a mere agent of 
Hitler. I do think we should be lacking 
in realism if we were to ask these people 
to risk the very experiment which proved 
so disastrous in the past, and therefore, 
I believe, not on the ground of puni h
ment, but on the ground of future peace, 
that future peace is best secured by re
moving the German population, which 
has proved that it is not digestib~e or 
assimilable, back from those coun tnes to 

Germany When the right reverend 
Prelate r;ferred to these things as being 
bad in themselves.-the denial of human 
r~ghts and analogous to the thin~s we 
are hearing of at Nuremburg-I thmk he 
failed to realize what these ,people who 
have suffered in the past must feel with 
regard to the future. We must realize 
too that one cannot possibly move popu
lations on this vast scale without con
siderable hardship and suffering. When 
the right reverend Prelate Teferred to that 
matter, I think he carried us all with him. 
It is the duty of every one of us to do 
all we can to see that this necessary 
transfer is accomplished with the mini
mum of human suffering. 

After the Fotsdam Conference, in July, 
1945, your Lordships will remember that 
the Three Powers requested the State-; 
concerned, that is, Poland, Czecho
slovakia and Hungary, to suspend further 
expulsions pending tthe examination by 
the Governments concerned of the report 
from their representatives on the Control 
Council. In the case of Czechoslovakia
! think it is fair to say this and I think 
acknowledgmelllt should be made of the 
faot___,that request was acceded to and ex
pulsri.ons were stopped. When I say 
' stopped " I mean that, although there 
may have been some, very few person 
were expelled. Equally, it must be ad
mitted thwt in the case of Poland expul
sions were not stopped and, despite re
peated representations, continued or at 
least-! want to be quite fair-a very 
large number of Germans migrated. It 
was at that time, during the summer and 
autumn of 1945, when the request to dis
continue expulsions had been made, that 
the worst sufferings were experienced. 
The Control Council worked out its plan 
by Novembe1 20. By that time the trans
fers had died down and they have not 
since been resumed on any large scale 
under li:he 1terms of the Agreement. Your 
Lordships will be a ware ,that the Agree
ment provided for numbers and for the 
moi1ithly ,instalments of those numbers. 
The Control Council's plan has broken 
down, but that breakdown is not unwel
come because, had that plan been 
adhered rt:o, very considerable numbers 
would have been expelled in the months 
of December and January, whereas it has 
been recogni~ed, I think, by all con
cerned rthat transfers on any considerable 
scale are quite impracticable during the 
wrinter months, and, in faot, can only be 
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got going in tfue spring. At the present i~ ha been only on a small scale and this 
time, so far as is known, virtualiy no situation is likely to continue until the end 
transfers are taking place. o!- :vfarch. Both the occupying authorities 

I will now refe1 to particular countries. 
In the case of Poland, under the Control 
Council plan the Poles were to expel a 
total of three and a half million Germans 
from November, r945, to July, rg46. 
Two millions of them were to be settled 
in the Soviet zcne, and •one and a half 
millions were to be settled in the British 
zone. Under the plan the Soviet zone was 
to accept immediate transfer, but so far 
as is known to His Majesty's Government, 
transfers are not yet taking place. The 
British zone was not obliged to accept 
transfers until thC; spring, on account of 
the fact that, of all the occupied zones in 
Ge11many, accommodation in the British 
zone available for refugees is already 
stretched to the limit; the British zone 
of all the zones is the furthest from being 
self-supporting in the matter of food; our 
zone suffered far more from bombing, 
and already had received a large influx 
of Germans fleeing before the victorious 
Russian Armies. Already there has been 
a net increase of some 8oo,ooo. But 
although our obligation to accept these 
Germans does not begin until the spring 
of the year, we ha vc agreed to accept 
5,000 Germans from Poland daily . This 
movement has not yet ~egun, but we are 
prepared to accept these immigrants as 
soon as the Poles can arrange their de
livery on the frontier of the British and 
the Russian zones of Germany. We have 
camps side by side on the inter-zone 
border, and when we receive the refugees 
they will be fed, medically examined and 
sent forward to their destinations in our 
zone in enclosed and-unless it proves 
impossible ~o obtain fuel-heated railway 
carriag:~s. :Meals will be provided on the 
journey and ration cards for the districts 
to which the transferees are going will be 
issued. "Vr7e should, I say frankly, prefer 
to use the sea, but we have agreed to take 
4,000 of the 5,000 by rail. 

In the case of Czechoslovakia, the 
Control plan provided for the transfer of 
z,soo,ooo Germans, of which I,75o,ooo 
were to be received in the American zone 
and 750,000 in the Russian zone. Trans
fers were to have begun in December, and 
had they been carried through rs per cent. 
oi the total-that is, 375,000 personS
would have been moved in December. 
But although this movement has begun 

.!n Germany and the Czechoslovak authori
ties realized that at this time of year a 
large-scale tran fer is impossible without 
inflicting considerable hardship, and that 
more time is needed for the elaborate pre
parations which will be involved. The 
main transfers therefore will not begin 
until the spring. That means that the 
spread over, which was December to 
July, will last longer, but {hat, I think, is 
all to the good. In the meantime we are 
advised that the conditions in the transit 
camps in Czechoslovakia are regarded as 
not unsatisfactory. 

With regard to Hungary, the Control 
plan provided for the transfer of soo,ooo 
Germans from Hungary to the American 
zone. It seems likely that somewhat less 
than this total will be transferred, and here 
again in order that the proper arrange
ments can be made, transfers have been 
po tponed. Very few persons have so far 
been transferred from Hungary. British 
officers who attended to see the departure 
of the first train of emigrants, reported 
that conditions were on the whole orderly 
and humane. • 

Let me now say a word or two about 
the responsibility of His Majesty's Gov
ernment. I need hardly say that we shall 
do our best to see that, so far as the 
operation lies within our control, these 
necessary tran~fers are carried through in 
as humane a manner as is possible, to 
reduce to the lowest possible degree suffer
ing which will do no good to anybody, 
which may do much harm and which is 
revolting to all of us. In Hungary, the 
Soviet Chairman of the Allied Control 
Council has proposed that the three con
trolling Powers should ensure, by meeting 
together, that the transfers are carried out 
at the Hungarian end in an orderly and 
humane manner and we very much wel
come that proposal. In Czechoslovakia, 
the Czech Government have thoughout co
operated to the best of their ability with 
the Allied Council. We feel confident 
that the Czech Government will do all 
they can to ensure humane treatment, 
and we think it probable that they will 
gladly allow our representatives in that 
country to observe the process. In Poland 
we have not so far been able to observe 
the process of the transfers from that 
end, and it seems unlikely that '''e shall 
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be given any such opportunity. Further
more, we ourselves cannot be .responsible 
for resettlement in zones other than our 
own. We receive reports, and the reports 
indicate that the conditions for Germans 
remaining in Poland are bad. It is fair 
to add that the reports also indicate that 
the conditions for the Poles are far from 
good. It is for that reason that we have 
offered, before our due date, to accept 
the daily number of 5,000, rather than 
see them exposed to the rigours of three 
or four more months in Poland. 

Now I come to the specific questions 
which the Tight reverend P~relate asked. 
He asked: What is the estimated num
ber of deportable Germans trom Poland, 
mduding me new 'territory, and from 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary? From 
Czechoslovakia it is 2,5oo,ooo; firom Hun
gary soo,ooo; and from Poland, including 
her new territory, the figure may be as 
high as 1o,ooo,ooo but it must be borne 
in mind that probably mme than half that 
total have already got to Germany, very 
many of them by voluntary evacuation 
before the end of t'he war. Then the right 
rev rend Prelate asked what is the 
machinery focr:- oarrying out the agreement 
that any transfers would be effected in :an 
orderly and humane manne.r. There is no 
international machinery for carrying out 
transfers or for supervising their execu
tion. T:he arrangements are left to be 
worked out directly between the Govern
ment of the expelling country and the 
autlhorities of the zone in Germany to 
which the immigrants are to be expelled. 
But it is considered that, except perh~s 
in the case of Poland, our representative 
in the country concerned will have the 
opportunity of observing the manner in 
which the transfers are in fact to be exe-
cuted. 

T1he right reverend Plfelate next asked 
what is ·the s~tuation of those Germans who 
have not yet been deported. In Czecho
slovakia, a large proportion of the Ger
mans to be expelled have been as9embled 
in transit camps, and the reports we re
ceive indicate that their conditions in these 
camps are tolerable. In Hungary most 
of the Germans tha ve not yet been removed 
from their own dwellings, but those who 
have are likewise in tr.a!Ilsit camps, and the 
rest will be put through these camps as the 
move progresses. The situation of Ger
mans in Hungary not yet transferred i 
believed to be satisfactory. In Poland, 

as I have said to your Lordships, tJhe 
same cannot be said, and conditions for 
the Germans there are undoubtedly bad. 

The next question·is, what is the present 
result -of the examination by the Allied 
Control Commission of the equitable dis
tribution of the depo:rted Germans in the 
several zones? If the Tight reverend 
Prelate will look at the report of the 

· Control Commission, which has not been 
altered-they adhere to their figures-he 
will find all the in£orunation which I can 
now give him. To whart extent have the 
Germans already entered Germany from 
Poland? This is hard to estimate. From 
Poland, probably more than half the 
Germans have already entered Germany; 
from Czechoslovakia, probably less 1han 
one-tenth; and from Hungary, virtually 
none. Then I am asked about Marshal 
Zhukov's estimate that 8,ooo,ooo Germans 
had a.rrived in the Russian zone by 
October 9, 1945. His Majesty's Govern
•ment have no means of checking those 
figures; nor indeed have we a record of 
the statement. We should have thought 
it unlikely that as many as 8,ooo,ooo 
Germans had entered the Russian zone 
by October 9, although half that number 
might well have done so. 

Then I am asked about Field-Marshal 
Montgomery's statement. He is supposed 
to have said on November 11-I have 
not seen the statement-that between 
4,ooo,ooo and 8',ooo,ooo are to be ex
pected from the Russian zone and Poland 
and Czechoslovakia in the British zone. 
It is not true that so many Germans are 
to be expected in the British zone. Add
ing together the net immigration from the 
Russian zone and the number of Germans 
friom Poland transferred to the British 
zone under the November plan we do not 
think that the total of newco~ers should 
be much more than z,soo,ooo. When i 
it expected that the deportations will come 
to an end? Under the November plan 
the transfers should have been comoleted 
by July, 1946, but, owing to th~ fact, 
that transfe~s have ~een virtually sus
pended dunng the wmter months it is 
quite cert~in they will be spread ~ver a 
l?nger penod. However, I am sure the 
nght reverend P~el.ate will agree with me 
that on balance 1t 1s a great gain that we 
s~ould have suspended them during the 
wmter months. 
. On the q.u~stion of a visit by a delega

tion of Bnhsh members of Parliament 
we really cannot assume responsibility fo; 
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transfers except in respect of our own 
zone. For instance, transfers from 
Czechoslovakia to the American and Rus
sian zones are not the responsibility of 
this country, except that this country is 
a member of the Allied Control Commis
sion. In that capacity we will certainly 
do all we can, but I could not, although 
I would be very glad to consider the 
matter, hold out much hope in these 
circumstances of a visit by British Mem
bers oi Parliament. What is the responsi
bility of the United Nations? The United 
Nations is responsible, under its Charter, 
for promoting and encouraging respect for 
human rights and for fundamental free
dom for all without distinction as to race, 
sex, language or religion, and the 
Economic and Social Council, under the 
General Assembly, are charged with the 
task of implementing those provisions. 

I would point out to the right reverend 
Prelate that the whole object of these 
transferS--a policy which none of us like, 
because we know it involves hardship, 
but a policy which most of us believe to 
be inevitable-is to prevent the existence 
of a hard core of German minorities 
which cannot be assimilated. Surely it 
is far better to do that, and to give 
peoples a fresh start without these minori
ties in them, than to do what the League 
of Nations tried to do after the last war
namely, to have some kind of interna
tional supervision over minorities living 
in a different State. I venture to think 
history has shown that that has failed. 

I have not embarked on the large ques
tion of the frontiers of ·Poland-what 
Poland's frontiers should be and why 
Poland has had these provisional frontiers 
fixed; neither have I embarked on the 
large question of the causation of war, to 
which the noble Earl referred. But I 
think I have, in regard to the question on 
the Paper, given your Lordships all the 
information which is in the possession of 
His .Majesty's Government. Though I 
say frankly that the matter is one which 
causes grave anxiety in certain Tespects, 
yet I can assure your Lordships that day 
by day His Majesty's Government, by 
example, by advice and precept, will do 
everything we can to lessen the hardships 
which, unhappily, in a matter of this sort, 
must be •caused. 

3·57 p.m. 
THE EARL OF PERTH: .My Lords, I 

apologise to the right reverend Prelate for 

not b'eing in •my place at the beginning of 
his speech. I think that those noble 
Lords who oppose the transfer of popula
tions are not really serving the cause of 
ultimate peace. Those of us who believe 
in it (and I am a firm believer in the 
necessity for it) wish, above all, that these 
transfers shall be carried out under the 
most humane conditions possible and with 
suoh mitigation of suffering, which we all 
detest and deplore, as is .feasible. ·We 
had, happily, an assurance from the noble 
and learned Lord Chancellor that His 
Majesty's Government were doing all that 
lay in their power to give effect to this 
desire which we cherish. 

I would like to put to the right reverend 
Prelate whether he really believes that the 
continuance of these minorities in countries 
of different race and different mentality, 
countries which have suffered terribly, is 
really desirable. I put to him another 
point. Are these people going to settle 
down to a happy existence in countries 
such as Czechoslovakia and Poland? I 
believe it is in the interests of the 
minorities themselves that they should be 
transferred to their mother country. I 
happen to have seen a great deal of tfiese 
German minorities, and I believe you can
not get the Germanic idea out of their 
mindS--namely, that they are the master 
race and are going to remain so. 

Your Lordships probably remember the 
transfer of population between Greece and 
Turkey. All transfers of population cause 
intense misery, that cannot be helped. 
But if anybody asked me whether that 
tra.nsfer was advantageous to the people 
concerned, I would say that in about four 
years the region to which they were trans
ferred became the most prosperous region 
in Greece and Greece became a united 
nation, for it got rid of people it did not 
want and got people it did want. It is 
with that example in mind that I support 
most strongly the principle of transfers of 
population, provided always that 
humanity is exercised in the carrying out 
of that very difficult task. 

3·59 p.m. , 
THE LORD BISHOP OF CHICHES1 ER : 

I\fy Lords, I should like first of all to 
thank the noble and learned Lord on the 
Woolsack for his reply and for the full
ness of the answers which he gave to the 
series of questions I put to him, of which 
I had given him notice. I am a little sur
prised that he should take such vigorous 
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exception to my allusion, in a small corner 
of my speech, to the frontiers of Poland . 

After all, as I explained to the noble 
and learned Lord, my remarks were 
founded on Article 13 of the Potsdam 
Agreement, which in itself depends on 
this great propo~ed change of frontier. 
When you are dealing with the effects, 
or alleged effects, there is something to 
be said for an allusion to the cause. I 
was mainly concerned, however, with the 
transfers themselves, and with the con
ditions in which the transferable people 
now are and under which the transfer 
takes place. When my speech is read 
to-morrow, it will be seen that I was 
more concerned with the details of the 
transfer than with anything else . 

My noble friend asked me whether I 
thought that it was ,possible to leave the 
Sudeten Germans as a minority in Czecho
slovakia or as another minority in Poland. 
~he answer to that requires a very con
siderable background. It is fair to remind 
the noble E arl that the conditions under 
which the Sudeten Germans were incor
porated in the Czech State were_ quite 
different from the conditions under which 
Slovakia was incorporated. It is also 
fair to point out that there are many 
people of high authority who in the period 
between the wars maintained that the 
Sudeten Germans were not getting their 
economic and political rights in the same 
way as the other mino·rities in Czecho
slovakia. It is also, perhaps, fair to re
mind the noble Lord that when it was 
suggested to President Masaryk that he 
should deport these minorities, which have 
resided in that part of Czechoslovakia for 
centuries, he absolutely repudiated em
barking upon such a barbarous policy; 
so that if I em, I err in good company. 

I was concerned, however, with the 
conditions under which the transferred 
persons are now living, and under which 
the transfer is made. I am not quite so 
optimistic about the satisfactory condi
tions in which the Germans detained in 
Czechoslovakia are' now living, though I 
have not all the sources of information 
which are open to the noble and learned 
Lord. I gave a good deal of evidence, 
as the noble and learned Lord might ex
pect me to give in arguing the case, which 
goes to show the denial of human rights to 
persons now living in Czechoslovakia. 

I am very glad, however, to note two 
or three things which the noble and 

I . 

learned Lord said. He d1d accept a 
measure of responsibility on behalf of 
the British Government. That respon
sibility is a tripartite respon~ib~lity. so far 
as the Allied Control Comm1ss10n 1s con
cerned. He also quoted with approval a 
move made by the Hungarian Govern
ment in asking that the three Powers 
should actually inspect the proposed 
transfer from Hungary. That in itself is 
a good precedent for other transfers. I 
was also very glad to find how warm his 
sympathy was towards the hardships of 
which I tried to draw a picture, and 
which I do not think that I exaggerated, 
under which these people are now being 
transferred . However, I do not wish to 
detain your Lordships any longer; you 
have been patient enough in all con
science . I thank the noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack again. I hope that 
he will continue to give his study to these 
matters, and look into some of the points 
that I have mentioned. I am glad that 
he does not altogether rule out t.b.e pos
sibility of a P arliamentary Delegation, in 
spite of its difficulties . I ask leave to 
withdraw my Motion. 

Motion for Papers, by leave, withdrawn. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
AND THE LOAN. 

4.6 p.,m. 
LoRD BEA VERB ROOK had the fol

lowing Notice on the Paper: To ask His 
Majesty's Government how they reconcile 
1:he statement of the Secretary of State 
for Dominion Affairs in the House of 
Lor.ds on ] anuary 23, 1946, that the 
proJected commercial conference had no 
relation whatever to the American loan 
rwith the statement of the President of 
the Board of Trade in another place on 
12th December, 1945, that the loan and 
1:he Commercial Proposals are '' all inter
dependent . . , : all essential parts of the 
w~ole schem.e , and the statement of Mr. 
Vmson, Umted States Secretary to the 
Treasury, ~~ 24th Jan?ary, 1946, that, 
as an ~d~1honal cons1deration for the 
loan, Bntam has agreed rwith the United 
States on the principles that hould be 
followed by .the. proposed International 
Trade Orgamzahon; and to move for 
Papers. 

The noble Lord said: My Lords · t · 
~y hope that I have not misled the H~u;: 
m any of my speeches on Bretton Woods, 
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the Loan agreement and the commercial 
proposals. I am very conscious of the 
danger of speaking without reference to 
a text, but I do not think that I have 
blundered so far. · • Several statements 
made by me, however, have been denied, 
and it is my intention to clear up all 
statements and statistics that are ques
tioned, or to make an adequate apology 
to the House for misleading it. There 
was such an issue on Wednesday last 
ibetween the Secretary of State for the 
Dominions and myself. Speaking on 
agriculture, I declared thart the commer
cial proposals inflicted upon our agricul
tural industry a limitation of production. 
We are required .to confine our produc
tion to a limited output not exceeding our 
pre-war production, or some other basis 
termed '' the previous representative 
period.'' The noble Viscount replied that 
the Government's policy was price 
staibilization. We were talking on two 
different issues; I addressed myself to 
limitation of production-the old restric
tion policy lt:o which we are so accustomed 
-and he spoke about Government policy 
for State purohase and subsidy, directed 
to the sta1bilization of prices in Great 
Britain. 

However, it is not the purpose of my 
Motion to-day to return ~to these issues. I 
am concerned with the charge of mis
representation directed against me by the 
noble Viscount. No doubt he meant inno
cent misrepresentation, but it is necessary 
t::> clear up the issue. On January 23 
(Column 1084 of Hansard) he said this: 

'' . . . so far as this commercial confer
ence is concerned, notwithstanding what the 
noble Lord has said, that it had no relation 
whatever to the negotiations for the loan. 
The loan was not agreed to or discussed with 
this as a condition. That is an entirely truth
ful, honest tatement. This was not a price 
for the loan; it had not relation to it." 

On December 12 last M;. Marlowe in 
another place addressed a question to 
Sir Stafford Cripps. His question was 
this: 

" l\Iay I get this point clear, because I am 
certainly not clear about it? Could we be told 
whether acceptance of .these proposals is a con
dition of the loan or not? The right honour
able and learned gentleman has referred to 
them as a basis for discussion, but it has not 
been made clear whether these have been taken 
into consideration as a condition of receiving 
the loan, or whether they are quite indepen
dent and whether we are bound to accept these 
proposals before we get the money.'' 

Si1 Stafford Cripps answered : 
" They are not quite independent. They 

are dependent, in this sense, that both we 
and the Americans desirE' to come to a con
clusion about Article v II at the same time 
as we were concluding Lend-Lease and all 
the other matters and the loan, and 
they are all interdependent. We cannot, 
at this stage draw •out and stick to two of 
them and drop the .third." 

The third being the commercial pro
posals. Mr. l\Iarlowe put another 
question. He said: 

" If we were to say ' No ' to these proposals, 
should we get the loan or not ? ' ' 

Sir Stafford answered : 
" I have just said that we cannot draw out 

from any of these agreements and leave the 
other two, or whatever it may be, standing. _ 
They a,~e all essential parts of the whole 
scheme. 

Then there is the statement of Mr. 
Vinson, United States Secretary to the 
Treasury. Speaking 'in Vinginia on the 
24th January, the day after the delivery 
of the speech in this House by the noble 
Viscount, the Secretary of State, Mr. 
Vinson said-amd here I quote Jrom the 
hand-out of the Treasury in Washing
ton-

'' Repayment of the .loan and interest is 
not all the consideration or benefit which the 
United States receives under this financial 
agreement. Britain promises in addition to 
repay t.he loan with interest to remove 
currency restrictions, to avoid trade controls 
which would discriminate against American 
products, and on top of this Britain has agreed 
with the United States on the principles that 
should be followed by the proposed Interna
tional Trade Organization to improve world 
trade practices.'' 

That is, of course, the commercial pro
posals. I do not wish 1to labour my com
plaint. It is easy enough, as I know full 
well, to make an error in debate, par
ticulaaly ·when the Secretary of State does 
not slavishly follow his manuscript like 
so many of us do. I quite understand 
and in moving for Papers I hope to have 
the oppoiTtunity on this occasion o1 with
drawing my Motion with good gTace. I 
would like to a void the m~ual nonsense of 
declaring the Minister's explanation un
satisfactory and, at the same time, declin
ling to go to a Divi ion . I beg to move. 

4·14 p.m. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 

DOMINION AFFAIRS (VrscouNT 
AnnrsoN): My Lords, I am sure that we 
shall all feel confidenrt that the noble Lord, 
whatever phrases he may use, will with
draw hi Motrion in a graceful manner. 
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On that, I am sure, our eJ~pectClJtaons will 
most certainly be fully justfied. I would 
like to remind the House once more of 
whart I said. Tthe noble Lord has quoted 
me, but in order to make 1ili.e matter clear 
from my point of view I will read the 
passage again. It appears in Column 
ro84 of the Hansard Repo:i for January 
23: 

'' I would like .to say, so ftr as this corn
mercial conference is ooncernec, notwithstand
ing what rt:he noble Lord has Slid, that j,t had 
no relation whatever to the 1egotiations for 
the loan. The loan v.-as not agreed to or dis
cussed with this as a conditicn. That is an 
entirely truthful, honest statenent. This was 
not a price for the loan; it iad no relation 
to it." 

That statement stands as ~rue to-day as 
when I made it. It is an mtirely correct 
statement. 

l\1ay I now just refer, if the noble 
Lord will allow me, to whet he said? I 
take it that the noble Lord's point is 
that the commercial agrement was a 
sort of price for the loan. 

LORD BEA VERBROOR: The pro
posals. 

VISCOUNT ADDISON: ~ait a minute! 
Let us say a consideration for the loan. 
I will read what the noble Lord said . It 
appears in column 1075· Referring to 
the Uni.ted States authorites the noble 
Lord says: 

" But they say: ' Sign here 10w. Sign here 
for Bretton Woods. Sign the1e for the com
mercial proposals.' And then )ec.omes appar
ent the full meaning of His loan irAm 
the United States - this borrowing of 
£r,ooo,ooo,ooo at r.65 or 2 pel cent . interest. 
We .agree in consideration of tle loan (r) that 
duties will be reduced; (2) tha: Imperial Pre
ferences will be wiped out; and (3) that agri
culture--that is agriculture in Britain-shall 
be limited to a production conparable, in all 
probability, to the pre-•,•ar output or a.t most 
to ro per cent. in excess of tle pre-war pro-· 
duction." 

It was in reply to that group of statements 
that mine was made. And I say-to use 
the noble Lord's own wo~dS--that the 
loan was not negotiated on wndition that 
duties will be reduced. It w:ts not negoti
ated on condition that Imperial prefer
ences will be wiped out. It Wcts not negoti
ated on condition that British agriculture 
will be reduced. None cf those con
sidem·tion . ., entered into the iiscussions at 
all. We would never have consented to 
a loan on those terms. Of ccurse not. 

But the noble Lord, quite rightly, 
wishes to know more clearly, if he can, 
the meaning of what I said in relation 
to what others have .said. Of course , I am 
not re~ponsible for what others say, but I 
do recognize how important it is that the 

' statements should be in accord. I am re
sponsible for what I said to the House. 
I have read it, and I say that it is cor,rect. 
It is very easy to quote, :shall I say " in 
bits," I would refer to the noble Lord's 
question. He quotes some words from an 
answer by Sir Stafford Cripps. As, he 
puts them, they are to the effect that 
the loan and the Commercial proposals 
1are all inter-dependent . . . all essential 
parts of rhe whole scheme. It is, 
obviously true that, if the commercial 
agreements enabled us to do trade on a 
better scale than we did before, we should 
be more easily able ·to pay interest on 
the loan. The pur.pose of entering into a 
comrne11eial agreement was to help to im
prove international trade; and, so far as 
international trade is improved, of cou~e 
it is easier to pay money t'hat is due on 
the loan. But that is quite another matter 
from ugge~ting that this commercial 
agreement with these implications was a 
condition of the loan. I can assure the 
noble Lord-and I, myself, was on the 
Committee that d ealt with <these negotia
tions for the loan from start to finish-that 
never at any time was the loan conditional 
upon the acceptance of this commercial 
agreement or upon anything outside. 

Now I come to Sir Stafford Cripps. He 
said: 

" They are not quite independent. They 
are dependent in this se1~se, that both we 
and the. Americans desire to come to a con
clusion about Article VII"-

that is the ~reduction of trade barriers.
, ' at the same time as we were concluding 
Lend-Lease and all the other matters and the 
loan, and they are all inter-dependent. \Ve 
cannot at this stage dra.w out and stick to 
two of them and drop the third." 

Later he said: 
" . . . we cannot draw out from any of these 
agreements and leave the other two or what
ever it m3.y b e, standing. They are all essen
tial parts of the whole scheme." 

Now what he said was quite correct, and 
·it does not in the least conflict with what 
I said. I was referring to the negotiations 
applying to the loan agreement. Of course 
the · better we can do in all these inter
national matters the better able we shall 
be to pay the loan. In that sense these 
things are all inter-dependent. B~t my 
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statement was, and is, that the negotia- Then there ;s a long piece about the tions for the loan were on their own, and decline of British agriculture. Well, I were not made conditionally on these read that, and I could not help thinking other matters. of that verse from Omar. I wondered if Now I would refer to the noble Lord's the noble Lord gave it the attention it quotation from the statement made by deserved. Your Lordships will remember Mr. Vinson, the United States Secretary the verse: 
to the Treasury, on January 24 of this "T•he moving finger writes; and, having writ, year. I quote: :V1oves on: nor all your Piety nor \Vit '' As an adclitional consideration for the Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line, loan ·Britain has agreed with the United Nor all your Tears wash out a ·word of it." States "- I cannot but think .that if the noble Lord and so on. I have not received a full reflected over this description of these report of Mr. Vinson's speech, but I am transactions, he would be glad to wash it taking the quotation I am going to read to out. At all events. I do not think it is the House from the Daily Express, which particularly 1seful to take little pieces I am sure would quote anything from Mr. from what different speakers have said. Vinson's speech which might be appro- As I have been reminded, a very appropriate to this contenti6n. I think that priate person can quote Scripture for his is a fair way of putting it. I am reading purposes sorr.etimes, if the likes to take from the Daily Express of January 25. the proper bits, and truth is many-sided. It says: I think the Tight thing to claim and to " On the top of this (repayment of the loan do is to take what is on record as a whole, with interest and removal of currency restric- and not to Jick out odd sentences or tions and trade controls \v'hich would dis- phrases in order to see wherein my statecriminate against American products) she (the ment and that of the President of the U.K.) has agreed with the U.S. on the prin-ciples that should be followed by the proposed Board of Trade are different. If anyone international trade organization to improve reads them as a whole I am sure he will world trade practices." see that they are in accord. I do not I looked for the particular words quoted think I said anything incorrect and I in the question, namely, the words " as adhere to it all. an additional consideration." That is to 

say, it was a consideration of the loan, but 
I cannot find them :ln any report of Mr. 
Vinson's speech. They are not even in the 
report given in the Daily Express. But 
of course they are the vital words. They 
are the words that matter, and that 
justify my contention. It was not a 
" consideration." They were separate 
negotiations-both of them, I am happy 
to say, fruitful. 

Of course I cannot help but wonder-if 
you will allow a little rejoinder on this 
loan-if the noble Lord really adheres to 
what he said. I was going to cut it out 
and paste it on a bit of paper for the 
House, but I discovered it was spread so 
widely over the Daily Express of January 
24 on the front page and on the back, 
th~t I found that, if I cut it out, there 
would be nothing of the paper left. So 
I thought I had better do the best I can 
and bring the whole paper. What the 
noble Lord has said and contended-what 
is really the case between us-is this, and 
I will quote th~ spic:y bit. It says, that 
the Americans mstructed us to : 

'' Sign here now. Sign here for Bretton 
\Voods., Sign there fur the commercial pro-
posals. 

4·27 p.m. 
LoRD BEAVERBROOK: My Lords, 

the Secretary of State has said that truth 
is many-sided. It is indeed. If his state
ment in Hansard is an entirely truthful 
and honest statement it is to be approved 
by everyone. The contention I made was 
that the loan was negotiated on condition 
that the commercial proposals should 
form part of fue bargain and that is the 
evidence given by Sir Stafford Cripps and 
Mr. Vinson. The evidence given by the 
noble Lord in this House is something to 
the contrary and now he defends himself 
by saying that truth is many-sided. I 
find that the noble Lord~s explanations 
in this House are always interesting 
because we always differ. He has served 
with no less than four Parties. He was 
in the Liberal Party~ then in the National 
Liberal Party, then he went back again 
to the Liberal ?arty and now he 'has gone 
to the Socialis1s. 

VrscouNT ADDISON: No. 

LoRD BEA VERBROOK: After all, he 
stood as a Liberal after Lloyd George's 
Government. He has served four Parties. 
More than that, he has served the Tories 
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[Lord Beaver brook. J 
on occasions. He was Chairman of the 
Agricultural Marketing and Propaganda 
Reorganisation Commission for Eggs and 
Poultry. He was Minister of Munitions. 
When I spoke of scrap the other day he 
thought that scrap was some kind of 
second-hand machine. Half our steel out
put depends on scrap, but the noble Lord, 
who had been Minister of Munitions. 
thought that scrap represented some kind 
of second-hand machine. When he wrote 
a book he wrote in praise of scrap, but 
the other day he spoke against scrap. He 
was himself made the Chairman of the 
Agricultural Marketing and Reorganiza
tion Commission on the very eve of a day, 
or a few days after, the day that a duty 
was put on poultry. In this House a few 
days ago he denied that there was any · 
benefit or value in agricultural tariffs. He 
·was serving the Minister of Agriculture, 
when a quota was placed on poultry pro
ducts so per cent. for us and so per cent. 
for foreigners. Now he denies that quotas 
are good, except in the case of raspberries. 
He is representing so many different view
points that he has to change them when 
he changes his Party. The noble Lord 
is always changing his own tale in politics. 
For myself, I always enjoy them like a 
merry-go-round at a fun fair. And now 
I beg leave to withdraw my Motion. 

Motion for Papers, by leave, with
drawn. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS 

WAR GRATUITIES TO FOREIGN 
NATIONALS 

THE EARL OF MANSFIELD asked His 
Majesty's Government if they will state 
the position, country by country, in re
gard to the payment of war gratuities to 
foreign nationals of the following coun
tries, who have served, or are still serving, 
in His Majesty's Forces: -Norway, 
PoJand, France, The Netherlands, Bel
gium, Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia and 
any other allied State that :had nationals 
serving in His Majesty's Forces; Denmark 
and any neutral State that had nationals 
serving in His Majesty's Forces, including 
the Latin - American States; enemy 
nationals who, being regarded as reliable, 
were permitted to serve in His Majesty's 
Anmed Forces, or in the Pioneer or Labour 
Corps. 

THE PARLIAJMENTARY UNDER
SECRETARY oF STATE FOR WAR 
(LORD NATHAN): Foreign nationals of 
any country who were accepted for, and 
who actually served in ,the British Forces, 
qu3Jlify for war gratuity at the same rates 
and under the same conditions as British 
personnel, and the gratuities are paid from 
British Funds in the usual way. But in 
some cases 1in the R.A.F., foreign na
tionals-namely, Belgians, Dutch and 
Cz,echs, 3Jlthough technically commis
sioned or enlisted ]nto His Majesty's 
Fo.11ces for puriposes of convenience, were 
in fact accepted for service in special units 
with their awn national titles, and their 
pay and allowances were met, either at 
once or ultimately, from the funds of 
the allied nation concerned. In such cases 
His Majesty's Governrrnent is not con
,cerned with the assessment or payment of 
war gratuity. 

HOSPITAL 1DOMESTIC STAFFS. 
THE EARL OF MANSFIELD asked His 

Majesty's Government if they are aware 
of the grave shortage of domestic staff 
existing to-day in many civil hospitals; if 
they are also aware that labour exchanges 
are refusing such hospitals '' !Priority '' in 
obtaining staff, and offering "them only 
'' Preference ''; that as the exchanges are 
usually unable to supply all the staff re
quired even by those who are on the" Pri
ority " list, the offer of " · Preference " is 
entirely useless; if instructions-will be given 
to la;bour exchanges that all hospitals are 
to be in .future on the " 1Priority " list; 
and what other steps the Government pro
pose to take to improve the present posi
tion. 

LORD NATHAN: I <Lm aware of the 
current shortage of hospital domestic staff, 
and my right honourable friend the 
,Minister of Labour and National Service 
is doing his ibest to remedy the situation. 
It is not the case, as the noble Lord sug
gests, that the employment exchanges are 
refusing the hospitals a priority which is 
accorded to 'Other va,cancies. !All hospital 
domestic vacancies are eligible for the 
highest priority in the supply of labour, 
and of about ro,ooo outstanding vacancies 
for women hospital domestics at the pre
sent time, roughly s,ooo have in fact been 
accorded this priority. Local circum
stances have to be taken into account, 

, however, and it would defeat the object 
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of the priority scheme without leading to but as the noble Lord will be aware, 
any ~dditional workers being placed in the Government has recently taken steps in 
hospitals· if this priority were automati- conjunction with both the employers' and 
cally accorded to every vacancy that is workers' representatives to make condi
notified. tions of employment for hospital domestic 

The number of women placed by the workers more attractive, and proposals 
exchanges in hospital domestic employ- for revised wage rates are at the present 
ment has in fact increased from an aver- time under consideration by the newly 
age of less than 3,000 per month in the constituted National Joint Council It 
early part of 1945 to over 3,8oo per is hoped that as the result of these mea
month in the last three months, and over sures the task of the employment ex-
9o,ooo J?en and women have been placed changes in providing the hospitals with an 
m hospital domestic employment during adequate domestic staff will be greatly 
the last two years. Unfortunately the facilitated. 
labour turnover has been not far short 
of the gross intake during this period, 

House adjourned at half past 
four o'clock. 
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