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HOTEL MEURICE, :
Rue de Rivoll, b
Pig'r 18 oy

22nd January, 1919.

Noel Buxton, Esqg.,
¢/o Sir Edward Boyle, Bart.,
1, King's Bench Walk,
Temple, London, E.C.

Dear Noel, e
Please see the enclosed. The Committee must not be

allowed to die merely because our old friend has become dissatisn‘

fied. On the other hand, it may be better for it to apbear again

under some new name. Let me know your views.

I heard yesterday from our friend!J.D:iL?\Who, I am de=- |

e

N Ce—

‘ lighted to say, proposes to come out hers at the end of the month .

I consider that a memorandum should be prepared and pre-
LS S il

sented to President Wilson which should substantially embody a

view which I fear otherwise the Conference will not hear.  Perhfps

]
neither you, nor Braylsford, nor I should sign it - though of course
R A i 2

~

. I am willing tc - but names likxe Bryce, Mark Sykes, Pears, Aubrey

Herbert might carry weight, and perhaps Lady Grogan and my Mother

Mw——w T
3

e —
A e e ot prm—————"

who speak from personal knowledge. A FOT
I expect to be here for a month. - I suppose you cannot
come over?
Sincerely yours,
W3
il i | sy
Y B Oy UG o k\w\w‘q& okw: _‘N, \'s i W,
t) ; o e T Pl e e 3
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l :‘:’-w b ’i’_}i »,./“» ;I:
e (nCes ) =
/u't";;,-. X 1 KINGS BENCH WALK. TEMPLE E C. A
= 0k VLt
\évg’ g 20th rebru@;y 1925,
i % fi .3 a2l g,z/r ')
T (&
Thanks for your note. I have, of

course, had the Greek refusal in mind and have talked the
matter over more than once at the Bulgarian Legation.

Mishev is against our taklng the matter up in view of the

attltude of the F.0, As you know, Nicolson is now in
N,

charze of the Near East Department and has little sympathy
with our point of view. Chamberlain, I understand,

s !

welcomes the action of Greece since it avoids a grave
crisis in Serbo-Greek relations." I had proposed not
merely a Balkan Committee manifesto, but had begged Noel
to raise the matter in the House. Mishev considers
that this would annoy the F.O0. without benefitinv Bulmaria.
In view of what are his Wlsﬂég:\fﬁabubtiif we can do any-
thing in that direction.

We may, however, take phe opportunity

of raising the whole guestion of minorities. As to
ghiaci B8, ook

i D S P S

this, I have written to Gilbert lurray who tells me that



N
the Greeks have solemnly undertaken to carry out the

Treaty obligations to all minorities, and have asked to
have the question put dgwn on the Agenda for the next
meeting of the Council. The best course, I think,
would be to get into touch with the Parliamentary
—_~—————

Association of the League of Nations which contains 300

(v

members and of which Lord Hartington is the Secretary.

I will ring you up early next week and try and get you
to Lunch with me some dey when you can conveniently do
S0.

Jours very sincerely,

Vo i
e
— /

CeR.Buxton Esq.,
6,Erskine Hill,
Golders Green.
N.W.



1.KINGS BENCH WALK.TEMPLE.E.C.

14th June 1928.

Dear Noel,
I returned to London from Germany on
fonday and will lose no time in getting into touch

ith Steed The present position 1s this?

siy-FHarry Lamb prepared a memorandum which Steed has

undertaken to forward to the right quarter. He
will explain that this memorandum 1s one for which
the lMacedonians have no responsibility, but that he 1is

P

in a position to say guite definitely that if the

5.H.S.Government are prepared to make certain
proposals on some such lines as ‘are put forward by
Lamb, he has good reason to believe that responsible

g

leaders of lMacedonian opinion will study them carefully.

He has been told to add that the matter is

one of urgency, and that if no answer is forthcoming,



the effort to find a2 basis of compromige will be
dropped. 1 am writing to steed to-day, and will let
you know whal he says. Neyinson has been in the
negotiations all along, and I asked him, suggsing the
negotiations broke down during my absence, to call a
Balkan Committee and to take whatever action appeared
desirable.
Q.

With regard to Albania, We forwarded e

memorendum to the csecretary General of the League oOn

the lines desired by the Albanian Minister here.

Yours always,

N3

The Right Hon.Noel Buxton,M.®.,
12,Rutland Gate,

S.E‘#’O? L
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2nd Fovember 1939,

Deay Riley,
Thank ‘yau for your letier of Oxtober Z9th.,
which I have now had an opiortunity of talking over

ue-BalFarian Ninisters The Hinister ir most
mymi V' mh anything or
tave any sct &t this Jjurcture,  He ta'es the view
that publicity b our Committiee ﬁbulﬁ #lock abroad as

i¥ the Yoreign Office were promoting Balksg unity as
& gounter move to fermany, and this would ssake the
position of ©ll Balkan fuvernme ts extremely difficult,

- He told me that negotiatione sre in fact setive

between them at this moment, a&nd the hope is thst &t

no very distant date Ballan umty nu}. be an
accomplished faet, ?&M_gg;ty mwim. of ¢ urse,
the Dobr g»-w 1t h; /‘Qﬁ&&thl’ tiere that some slight
cmcnsim may be mﬂs by oumania, eapeomuy now

that an urrmgmmnt has been resched with Huncary




and she hasg no fear o ¢ pressure in thet direction.

The W { am afraid are in touch with the

} the Pulpgarianse will no doubt have to be
e:.:~tqm. !l’ivtii an economic outlet &nd wol & territorial

outlet on the South. A1l the Stutep jn south basterm

urope are conscious that theiy s,a

dangers from the %M ven trom the North, is

to be found in [ ty, and I infer that Turkey and
e__/m

Hungary, teo, are watehing all this with penevolence.

The fundamental point is et whatever is done must

pe dome by the Balkan fovernaents t sgelves and nol

MM”

by friendly pressure from outside.

sipee this 1| have seen the ‘{mah« »lﬁmﬁtg _

sho takes exactly the same v vu' “He tells me that
all the Balkan wMﬂ, including the Balparian,
are now m eting repularly together, snd here in
Lendon their great preceoupation e that with as
1ittle delay 8s poseible they sheuld reach &

general understand ing.




This will wean heavy sserifices for Bulgaris
but the slternative Mgu;m it would
sanifestly be desireable thst this agreement should
be reached be fore the Bulgsrian elections. The
present Covernment is, as you know, & Governasent of
officials with po party behind it.  The Agrerian,
who are the 1&:@&:% single jerty, are gronily under
the inspirstion of fussisa.

From the above | cuonclude that owur proper
course is not to publish anything. i am sending
gcopies of thie to Foel and to Vieter Ca-alet.

Yours very sincerely,

¥4

Ben Riley B8 <67

T S
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v The Manor House,
Cheselbourne,
Dorchester,
Dorsete.

Cctober, 1944.
Dear Noel,

Meny thanks for sending me those two books, they
will form the nucleus 4 the new library tff ;1;16 Balkan
Committee which mﬁy get arise ##¢ literally from the
ashes of tgs”old URp o

Thank you for your notes on ﬂhe draft. I am not

sure that federation necessarlily implies one unit g8l18 %ﬂ tkﬁ

‘whole of South-Eastern Europe. I have not Bourchir's

book with me, and I fancy he used the word‘ but perhaps

something like co-operation or union Would be better.

s

If Macedonia is & future unit it can, I think, only be
Yugoslav and possibly Bulgarian Macedonia. Greek

Macedonia has, I should say .gone. for good. I share

your view”that the Greek3‘w111 be horrlbly suspicious

of the scheme, and 1t will have to be made clear to

them thet they would definitely gain by it. They would
get ethnographical frontlers, they woqld‘getwsocunity
from invasion by Bulgaria, and I should hope also economic

advantages by means of lower tariffs. They might have in



return to give the Bulgarians an outlet on the Aegean,
‘T'W{““" ; M
perhaps at Salonica, buté?z#%rritorial corridor.

Goad raiseswgge point, I think rightly, that we ought
to mention Elﬁé%ég. I would propose that we should insert
the words E‘Wfl‘.w‘;aaLnia would certainly have everything to gain
from coming into such & federation or union of States" .>
Goad wants to add that Albania might come in wherever she
has a good caﬁse for a wider frontiergthan an immediate
neighbour might be disposed to accord to her, but I am

rather doubtful whether it is Wise as things are to-day to

put forward Albanian claims either in Kossovo or in the
South.

I should like to have your views on these points
befoae I circulate an amended draft. |

Yours alweys,
C/IM)MDB Dy

T O ‘CV(CV\KM b ‘t\a
Wow dadk & G o g
M~ Mbm& Al Que

& o ian
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/ " federation could the various nations of South Esstern Burope

- The internsl troubles of CGreecce, rmita of her immense suffering,

H xR
b 4
CIA?

"

For more than forty yesrs the Balksn Committee has urged
L that only by getting together and accepting some form of

/" protect their best interests, their safety &s individuel states, j
: their external end internal peace, and bhair‘eaonmiﬁ well~

veinge. Persistent efforts to this end were made during the period
between the two wars, both by individuel stetesmen in the Balkans

end also by friends of the Balken peoples In this country and
elsewhere., Those efforts failed, but it was never more obvious

than it is to-day thet the future of all these pecples must be

c\ _ in federation. Federation is not the best solution, 1t 1s the |
Ofa

2 f! only sclution,
The present appesrs to be a propitious moment at which once
more, to raiae tha issues The new Government in Rumenia is work-
ing act.tvoly and whole~heartedly with the Allies., The new Govern-
ment irn Bulgeria has mede & clean breek with the past, end represents
fhe true feelings of the Bulgerien peasant. In Yugoslavia the

policy of internal federation hes been accepted by the King, and
the ideas of Marshal Tito, Minister of Wer, ere caleulated to
bring the long and bitter gquarrel about Macedonia to conclusion. : %

are gradually finding their aolut:lcn, and side by side with her
neighbours, she too will be ready for a fresh start. Ineach
country of the Balkens we may hope thét new men, sehoolad in the
grievma\ exp« riemea of the immediate pest, will rtcagnim & unique

f{;i,"ﬂ’ f' e g fwn i i 1

*1
|
|
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