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e Many thanks for your letter, which I was most
Y E | v _interested to read. I gather you did not come to the
| & % = T“sameé conclusion about Russia as T did. I spoke in the
% C House with great dif denee, for the impressions of
Il . a four days tourist are notoriously undependable, but
- i I think that the conclusion I reached was shared by
A S other members of the party.

v As you say, it is probably true that the main
?\§§j; ™, cause of Hitler's dislike of Russia is temperamental.
o He 1s the type of leader who takes very strong, often e
=54ﬁa~ Y _ /unreasoning views on a great many questions. Moreover, {
f%;ﬂfyg$«wfﬁthere is no-doubt that the Germans do feel a genuine
v/c -G » [enxlety about Russian propagandm, at least that was the
4¢ggf{§§g?ﬁzﬁrong impression I formed-im Berlin. But the fear of
@ttt - 'mllitary(invasioh is a very different thing, and I
é~ 2 ; must confess.that I could not see that they had any
%geﬂpﬂwﬁf reason for this. 1Indeed, all my conclusions led me to
| =

f? ;L_githe opposite view. It seemed to me that the Russian

A #+TBovernment were concentrating ma e and more on home
{g %@mﬁ*' affairs, t 1s probable that they realise that in

all dndustrial organisation they are years behind Western
nations, and they are very anxious to catch Bp«_-Indse
Indeed, I got the strong impression that their interests
| L{@ were becoming far l¢ss internationalist and far more
'L%d nationalist. They Were being gradually transformed
into a nation like any other nations, and no lon er
, were they a mere forge for world revolution. Tha
Ja<  was what made it possible for them to give Eden so warm
a welcome, and to drink the King of England's health.

s

In addition, they had no incentive that T could-
see for invading any nelghbouring territory. They
‘have vast territories of their own, which aré very thinly |
- populated, and would take years to develop. Nor was I
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i by any means convinced that, big though thelr army

; is, it is in a condition to com uet @ modern war.
Reports that I heard made me very doubtful, and des-
criptions which were told me of the condition of the

, railways did not sound as if they were in any state

? to send a great mobilisation, or the constant movement

' of troops and stores, not to speak of the fact that
their lateral lines along the frontiers seemed to be few
} and f ar be twe en - e e s e g e T S S

Finally, there is the very simple geographical
difficulty, that they cq%lg»ﬁgﬁ—méﬁgﬁw}ﬁtO“Germany”i::"‘
without crossing Polish Territory, which weuld certainly
bring Poland in against them. Even if they were to go
by way of the Baltic States, it 1is hardly possible
that the Poles would face that with equanimity. OfF
course T know that this argument does not apply to the
‘ same degree to the movement of aeroplanes. Though the
| movement of hostile aircraft over foreign territory

: would not fail to cause great indignation, it is
| possible that they might get, say, to Czechoslovakia
{ : without actually being stopred, but it is very im-
| &/, ./~ probable that the Cechs would wg;gpme\gpiﬁT“E%fﬁ“
| 5 5

e ——

9>~ G hs would welcome 8T all,
/ “—tzashoslovakia has a large German population, and T am

quite certain they would be very disinclined to
4l . ..2» Iintervene in any European war if they could possibly
g2 avoid it.

impression that Russla 1s not contemplating any
offensive move, and that her Army and Alr Force were
intended, not for attack, but for defence. You will
say, I am sure, that the grounds I give you are very
general, but I feel that these various considerations,
taken together, cannot be ignored. I do feel that
people do not engage iIn a European war without a very
strong motive, and in this case I do not believe that
the motive is there. I think that if the Russlan
GovePnment have built up an immense Army and Alr Force -

\
!
|
{ : For these reasons I got a very distinct
1
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as they undoubtedly have - they have been_antggégd not
by desire for aggression, but by fear of aggression
from Germany. T

Yours sincerely,

C’%Mw

)




18 COWLEY STREET
WESTMINSTER.

28th June 19385
Dear Lord Cranborne,

lilany thanks for your letter, and may I
congratulate you very warmly on your reeent
appointment?

The impression I formed agrees with
yours at meny points, and I am much obliged
to you for amplifying what you said in the
douse, as I was puzzled by the apparent
absence in your argument of some i’eames in
Russia whieh your letter mentions. I agree
&wmt you say in ¥ezord to Russian pre-
=occupation with *;_heir own affairs, their
industries, and the weakening of their inter-
-national propagenda, the difficulties whieh



their army would meet with, and the uncertainty
as to seroplenes erossing Poland., But I
am glad that you do think the German anxiety
is natural, at least about Russien propaganda.
After all, the enormous size of the Russian
air foree, not to speak of the ammy, and again
the universal propaganda of interest in
rifle-shooting and flying, instilled intc
both sexes, mekes a parallel to German
militery odusation, The alarms of both
sides are easily fed by such facts as we
both noted, and one can see that the viszt of
Benes, markely emphasizing the relation of
the Russien alr foree with Czech aerodromes,
is good material for Germen amxiety. The
point I felt that your speech made was that
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Hitler was xightly viewed with suspielon,
beeause m@ at-::mmen’ar fear of Russla was
m&cwbsnwe, econcealing plans of aggression.
I felt that was not confirmed by whati one
seos in Moscow, nor, on the other hand, by
the views of our Embassy people at Berlin.
I,,# seemg %o me that the interests  of inter-
-netional sgreement have been very much
hampered by unbelaneed suspleion of German
aims, such as those of Austen Chamberlain.
The point is mot so much worth debating
now as it wes when I went to Moscow, beecause
the Govermment has mede & definite move

sowards treating Hitler as e man to deal with




£

But Chexberlsin or Cturchill may whip up
the old anti-Ceymon feeling at any time,
and one wents pelicy to be based on ohjec-
~Give vicm. |

I hope you feel that, while the
Russiens are not msking sggressive plans,
pelther are the Cormans doing =0 in the new
eituation, '



DomiNiONs OFFICE,

DowniNne STREET, S.W.1.

-11th December, 1941.

Dear Nod Buxhim,

Thank you for your letter.
I fully appreciate your desire to introduce your
motion on Abyssinia as soon as possible. I have
been in touch with the Foreign Office about the
matter and I am afraid that at the momént there is

nothing that I could usefully say. I hope however

that it will be possible to meke a statement as soon

g

as the House meets after Christmas. E w{il

certainly let you know as soon as Ivam in a position

to answer your motion.

Sun

éh&jbfL—Qa

The Right Honourable
The Lord Noel-Buxton.



25th August 1943

Dear Aud Nock-Pouchan

Just a line to thank you fqr so
kindly sending me a copy of theireprint
of your article "Germany and the
Hitlerite State" from the July
"Contemporary", which has been sent to
me up here, I have read it with
much interest. I am looking forward
to reading Maurice's book, which I

understand is a very good one.

The Rt. Hon. Lord Noel-Buxton,
Heathside Hotel,
Woking.
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