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“THE OFFENCE OF THE CROSS.”

By
GCEORGE O B SRUSSEE L
(18O

The Turkish Empire is the foulest tyranny which has ever afflicted
the world. Its governing principle is enmity to the religion of JEsus
Curist. It is founded on Slavery and Polygamy. It operatés by
massacre and rape. For five centuries it has practised the most atrocious
cruelties on its Christian subjects in Eastern Europe and in Asia Minor.
The motive of this persecution has been hatred to Christianity : and
how has it been borne by its victims ? Let Mr. Gladstone answer.

“The score of millions of those Christians who inhabit the Turkish
Empire have, for almost a corresponding tale of generations, enjoyed
the highest of all honours—they have been sufferers for their faith. They
have been its martyrs and its confessors. They alone have continuously
filled that character. Many a tender maid, at the threshold of her young
life, has gladly met her doom, when the words that accepted Islam, the
act that invested her with the Yashmak, would have made her in a moment
a free and honoured member of a privileged, a dominant community.
Ever since the Turkish hoof began to lay waste the Levant, these

- twenty millions have had before them, on the one side, peace and

freedom—on the other side, the Gospel. They have chosen the Gospel ;
and have paid the forfeit: “And whatever be their faults and errors, it
is not for us of the West, amidst our ease and prosperity, our abundant
sins and scandals, to disparage the most splendid and irrefragable,
perhaps, of all the testimonies which man can render to the Religion of
the Cross.”* .

It is for these our fellow-Christiansthat we plead; for whether their
lot is cast in Armenia, or in Constantinople, or in Crete, or in any other

- quarter of the Sultan’s dominions, they are the objects of the same

merciless oppression.
We make a special appeal to all Ministers of the Christian Gospel,

L -and, more particularly, to the Clergy of the Established Church. Will
~ the authorized and ‘endowed teachers of National Religion be content,

yet once more, to pass by on the other side, while the work of guiding
the national conscience in a great issue between Right and Wrong is
performed by the Ministers of the Nonconformist Communions ?

Is it possible that the priests of the Church of England know the

. facts? I can hardly conceive that they do. If they did, the shame
- and guilt of silence would press on their souls with insupportable
~ weight.
~__We have been accused of over-stating the case against the Turk.
We therefore cite, in confirmation of our words, the official account

of the Massacre at Ourfa, December 29th, 1895. The citation is from
the report of Vice-Consul Fitzmaurice, made formally to the British
Ambassador at Constantinople, and presented by Lord Salisbury to

* Gleanings.  Vol. IIL,, p. 258.
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Parliament. Obviously there is no room for romance, or overstatement,
or distortion in a document of this kind: and no one who reads the
narrative can have the effrontery to say that our indictment of the
Turkish Tyranny is overstrained.

* On Saturday night, crowds of Armenian men, women, and children took refuge
in their fine Cathedral, capable of holding some 8,000 persons, and the Priest
administered the Sacrament, the last Sacrament, as it proved to be, to
1,800 souls, recording the figure on one of the pillars of the Church. These remained
in the cathedral overnight, and were joined on Sunday by several hundreds more, who
sought the protection of a building which they considered safe from the mob-violence
of the Mussulman, even in his fanaticism. It is computed that at least 3,000 individuals
were congregated in the edifice, when the mob attacked it.

* They at first fired in through the windows, then smashed in the iron door, and
proceeded to massacre all those, mostly men, who were on the ground floor.

‘** Having thus disposed of the men, and having removed some of the younger
women, they rifled the Church treasure, shrines and ornaments . . . : destroying
the pictures and relics, mockingly calling on CHRIST now to prove Himself a greater
prophet than Mahomet. 4

*“ A huge, partly stone, partly wooden, gallery running round the upper portion of
cathedral was packed with a shrieking and terrified mass of women, children, and some
men.

* Some of the mob, jumping on the raised Altar platform, began picking off the
latter with revolver shots, but as this process seemed too tedious, they
bethought themselves of the more expeditious method . . . . Having
collected a quantity of bedding and the Church matting, they poured some thirty cans
of kerosene on it, as also on the dead bodies lying about, and then set fire to the
whole. The gallery beams and wooden framework soon caught fire, whereupon,
blocking up the staircase leading to the gallery with similar inflammable materials
%geyﬂleft the mass of struggling human beings to become the prey of

. i ggiﬁz.several hours the sickening odour of roasted flesh pervaded the town, and
even to-day, two months and a-half after the massacre, the smell of putrescent and
charred remains in the Church is unbearable.” —Turkey No. 5, 1396, page 12.

The Mahommedan Power, which perpetrated this satanic crime,
and has sacrificed, amid circumstances of equal horror, one hundred
thousand Armenian lives, is the power which the ¢ Concert of Europe ”
now bids us help to uphold upon its blood-cemented throne. Our
answer, as Christians and Freemen is,—by God’s help, NEVER !

Last Christmastide, some of us, kneeling in an Anglican Church
almost under the shadow of our august Abbey, saw, with wet
eyes, the infinite pathos of the Armenian Liturgy. As those poor
refugees from Mahommedan persecution bowed before the Sacramental
Presence and the Cross of Christ, singing with mournful cadence the
Lord’s Song in a strange land, there seemed to mingle with their
wailing supplication the voices of the martyrs beneath the apocalyptic
altar—¢ How long, O Lord, Holy and Just, dest Thou not judge ard
avenge our blood ? ” Then, if never tefore, we realized that the Offence
of the Cross has not ceased; we felt the binding pressure of a
common Christianity: we resolved to do something which should prove,
in very fact and deed, that each of us was a ‘ brother and companion
in tribulation, and in the Kingdom and Patience of Jesus Christ.” The
political circumstances of the present hour gives us the opportunity
of acting on this resolution. In Crete and Thessaly exactly the same
principle is involved as last year in Armenia, and twenty years ago in
Bulgaria. Our plain duty is, at whatever cost to ourselves, to deliver our
fellow-Christians from the infernal rule of the great anti-Christian
Power: and the inexorable call of conscience bids us o FORWARD in the
sacred cause of Religion, Humanity, and Freedom.

LONDON : ELLIOT STOCK, 62, PaTerNosTER Row, E.C.
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The Verbatim Report of the momentous Speech delivered by the
Rt. Hon. W. E. GLADSTONE, at Liverpool, on 1 hursday,
September 24th, 1896, which we now present to the public in pamphlet
Sform, will be an oration ever to be vemembeved. The enthusiasm
4t evoked was absolutely without pavallel ov precedent in the political
Uife of the present century. The speech will undoubtedly have its effect
on the course of events that will follow ; and the veport of it will be
especially prized by our countrymen as the uttevance of ¢ the greatest
living Englishman > in his eighty-seventh year.
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OF THE RIGHT
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GREAT SPEECH

THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES.

the warmest sympathy, to-the speeches of those who have

gone betore me, and I desire to associate myself with them
in the closest manner. It is true that I have led a long political life,
and that I have borne high and responsible office, but it is not in
regard to either of these circumstances that I now come before you. I
make no claim whatever to authority in any shape. I come here as a
loyal subject of Her Majesty. It has been well said that we stand
to-day upon a higher platform than the platform of party. There is
no man here, whatever his opinions on ordinary politics may be,
who will scruple to own them or will appear as if he were ashamed ot
them. But the national platform on which we stand gives a higher
claim and a greater authority to these sentiments, which are univer
sally entertained from one end of the country to the other; and,:
will say for myself that as on this occasion it 1s a duty to renounce all
party sympathies and party recollections, so it is a duty most easy to
perform. I, for my part, entertain not only a lively hope, but a strong
belief, that when, in the course of time, we are made more largely
acquainted with the inner relations of Governments in the transactions
of the last two years, we shall find that the present deplorable situation,
to whomever it may be due, is not due either to the act or to the
default of the Government of this great country. There are certain
subjects which I wish to clear out of the way. There are most
imporiant distinctions to be drawn in this matter, especially on the
ground that the sufferers under the present misrule, and the horribly
accumulated outrage of the last two years—the sufferers under this
misrule and these outrages are our own fellow-Christians. But permit
me to say, we do not prosecute the cause we have in hand upon the
ground that they are our fellow-Christians. This is nocrusade against
Mohammedanism. This is no declaration of an altered policy or
sentiment as regards our Mohammedan fellow-subjects in India. Nay

R. GLADSTONE addressed the meeting as follows:—My
| I 2 Lord Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, I have listened, with
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more, I will say it is no declaration of universal condemnation of the
Mohammedans of the Turkish Empire. On the contrary, amid the
dismal and heartrending reports of which we have had fo read and
hear so much, one of the rare touches of comfort and relief has been
when we have seen that, in spite of the perpetration of massacresby
the agents of Government, in spite of the countenance given to
massacre by the highest authority, yet there have been good and
generous Mohammedans who have resisted these misdeeds to the
uttermost of their power, who have established for themselves a claim
to cur sympathy and our admiration. Although it is true that those
persons are Christians on whose behalf we move, I confidently affirm—
and you will back me in my affirmation—that if instead of being
Christians they were themselves Mohammedans, Hindoos, Buddhists,

. Confucians—call it what you like—they would have precisely the same

claims upon our support; and the motives 'which have brought us
here to-day would be incumbent upon us with the same force, and
with the same sacredness that we recognise at the present moment.
There is another distinction, less conspicuous, that I would wish to
draw your attention to. You have been discouraged by the attitude
or by the tone ot several of the Continental Governments. Do not
too hastily assume that in that attitude and tone they are the faithful
representatives of the people whom they rule. The ground on which
we stand here is not British, nor European, but it is human. Nothing
narrower than humanity could pretend for a moment justly to represent
it. Now, it may have occurred to some that the atrocities which it is
hardly possible to exaggerate have been boldly denied, and we are
told by the Government of Turkey that the destruction of life which
has taken place is not the work of either the Sultan or of his agents,
but it is the work of revolutionaries and agitators. In answer to this
we may say that we do ot rely upon the reports of revolutionaries or
agitators, We rely upon the responsible reports of our public men.
Nay more, while we know that there are those among the ‘Six Powers
who bave shown every disposition to treat the case of the Sultan with
all the leniency, with all the friendship that they could, yet every one
of them concurs in the statements upon which we stand; and in giving
an entire denial to the counter-statements ot the Turkish Government.,
There is here an illustration that perhaps may be of some value and
convenience. This is not the first time we have discussed horrible
outrages perpetrated in Turkey, and perpetrated not by Mohammedan
fanaticism but by the deliberate policy of a Government,
The Bulgarian Atrocities,

The very same thing happened in 1876. The first intelligence came
from sources not altogether official. By degrees the cloud of testimony
swelled, and at length it became such as to carry the most conclusive
evidence of the fact; but at that very time, in the summer of 7876, I
well recollect receiving through the courtesy of the Turkish
Ambassador of that day a lengthy printed statement on the authority
of the Sultan’s Government, declaring as absolutely as it is now
declared that there were no atrocities, no crimes committed by Turks
or by the agents of the Government of the Sultan, but that it was to
Bulgarian rebels and Bulgarian agitators that the whole of the
calamities were due. I apprehend that that question at any rate has
passed beyond the region of dispute—that the Bulgarian outrages rank

A
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among the facts of history. And they rank among the facts of history
having been crowned by the result, which some of us were disposed at
an early date to foresee, in the liberation and freedom of Bulgaria. The
very same course of proceeding is now at work, and the guilt of
massacre, and not of massacre only, but of every other horror, has been
transacted, such as we have heard in the statements read to-day, and
to the guilt of massacre is added the impudence of denial. And this
process will continue—how long? Just as long as you, as Europe, is
contented to bear it. Now this denial, therefore, I for ever entirely
put aside—and I wish to ask, what is the general character of the
purpose for which we are here assembled? Is it the infliction of
revenge ? Is it the exaction of compensation ?
Our Purpose Deep and Prospective.

No, our purpose, if I understand it right, is a purpose deep and
prospective. There is no man in this room who can hold out to me a
reasonable ground of expectation that thess massacres are at an end.
They have answered very well, triumphantly well, the purpose of those
who made them thus far.” And why should they be discontinued ? One
sentence was spoken to-day that appeared to me pregnant with peculiar
truth. It was a sentence in which a speaker ventured to anticipate
that words spoken at this meeting might find their way into the Palace
at Constantinople. That hits the point. It is not from the genuine
sense of the Turkish people, nay, I would even say it is not from the
genuine sense even of the wretched tools and servants of the
Government, but it is from the highest summit and from the inmost
centre those mischiefs have proceeded. Itis there mainly-—~I doubt if
it would be any exaggeration to say it is there only—that the inspiration
has been supplied, the policy devised, and the whole series of these
proceedings carried on from time to time. Pray recollect what has
passed,and then judge whether I am right or wrong in saying that our
main purposeis defensive, and our main object or desire to prevent
the recurrence of such horrors.

¢ Bulgaria Pale by the side of Armenia”

Recollect that eighteen months or more have passed since the first
of those gigantic massacres was perpetrated, and when that occurrence
took place it was thought to be so extraordinary that it was without
precedent in the past, for *Bulgaria becomes pale by the side of
Armenia.” As it was without precedent in the past, so it would
remain without succession in the future. But, alas, the massacre,
gigantic as it was, has been followed up so that one has grown into a
series. When the Sultan, conscious of his triumph over the diplomacy
of united Europe, carried the work of massacre into his capital, under
his own eyes and under the eyes of our Ambassador, then it was that
he appeared to have gained for the time the very acme of what it was
possible for him to do. Let us consider, what was the massacre of
Constantinople in comparison with the massacres in Armenia ? It has
created in Europe a greater sensation. Was it worse ? more atrocious?
On the contrary, I do not hesitate to say that, abominable and
execrable and unpardonable as it was, yet it was of paler colour than
these massacres which have taken place in the recesses of the
Armenian hills. It was of a paler colour, because in the first place it
was in the main confined to the work of murder, but in the Armenian
massacres to the work of murder was added the work of lust, the work




of torture, the work of pillage, the work of starvation, and every
accessory that it was possible for human wickedness to devise.
The Assassin’s Consummate Insolence.

The distinction ot the massacres of Constantinople as compared
with those that had taken place before was not in their moral infamy.
It was in this: that to all other manifestations which had formerly
been displayed in the face of the world there was added consummate
insolence. Translate the acts of the Sultan into words, and they
become these : ¢ I have tried your patience in distant places, T will try
it under your own eyes. 1 have desolated my provinces, 1 will now
desolate my capital. I have found that your sensitiveness has not
been effectually provoked by all that I have hitherto done, and I will
come nearer to you and see whether by vicinity I shall or shall not
wake the wrath which has slept so long.” Some feeling has been
awakened, to an extent. The weakness of diplomacy, I trust, is now
about to be strengthened by the echoes of a nation’s voice. Butitis
right though it is painful, that we should estimate that.weakness, and
it stands before us in naked fact; and what do we know? We know
that after sufficient deliberation, the Embassies of the Six Powers,
having ¢ screwed their courage to the sticking point,” presented to the
Sultan a truly formidable document, in which they announced that
such proceedings as these at Constantinople must really cease. And
why must they cease? Because if they continue they would create 2
prejudice— against the Turkish Government and against the Sultan.
A prejudice! Was that the result to which they were led ? I ask you
to put yourself in the position of the guilty author of these massacres.
be he who he may. Don’t you think that remonstrance of itself would
cause him to proceed ? What more does he want than that you
should confine yourselves to a paper war ? A paper war is that which
is alone necessary for the execution of his purpose, and that paper war
conveys to him all he wants, namely an assurance of impunity.

Does the Shadow mean Extermination?

In speaking upon this subject at Chester, I stated that there was an
opinion abroad that extermination was the true object of this policy,
and I stated that the thing was so monstrous in itself as well as so
difficult of execution, that I was not prepared to give my adherence to
the idea that such a purpose should be entertained. I must say that
so far as the Armenians are concerned, that idea is now far less
irrational than it was fitteen months ago. The Sultan has added
massacre to massacre. He has paraded massacre under the eyes of the
representatives of every Court in Europe. He remains unpunished
and intact, and boldly asserts his innocence and his merit. Is not that
exactly the position in which we may expect that he will go forward ?
Since this meeting began to be in contemplation the very last days
have brought us fresh accounts, which are as yet indefinite, but which
we have no reason to disbelieve. - Then another sample of the Sultan’s
policy is being afforded us by the people of Kurdistan. And I ask you
everyone to consider, each in his own mind, whether it is not going to
the extreme—1 will not say of charity, but of indiscretion'and folly—
to suppose that the policy which has thus far been so triumphant in
securing practical immunity, and even in drawing forth from the Press
of certain countries loud manifestations of wrath against anyone who
should attempt by torcible and coercive means to interfere with it, wilk
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he altered ? Is it possible more strongly and effectively to accumulate
. nthusiasm, to go forward in the path which thus far has been trodden
with conspicuous and complete success ? All that has been done down
10 the present time has been done by the Concert of Europe. We ought
to consider what that Concert is. It is a powerful, an august, and in
many cases a most useful instrument of good. But its success has not
been uniform, and I should be disposed to take upon the whole a less
favourable view of its application to the Eastern question than was
taken by one of the speakers who preceded me, and with whose general
remarks I so cordiallyagree.
The Concert of Europe—A Criticism,

I think that usually the Concert of Europe has failed in what is
known as the Eastern question. Good has been done in the Eastern
question. aye, enormous good. These eyes of mine have witnessed the
events which have liberated from fifteen to twenty millions of the
subject races from the domination of Turkey. But how has that been
effected ? Greece has been constituted, and subsists and flourishes,
but Greece was not constituted by the Concert of Europe. It was con-
stituted by a combination of Powers—which it is possible, through
circumstances, might again be seen—a combination of Powers, while
other Powers looked on askance, and with inclinations far from
favourable to what was donein 1853. The Government of England,
and the people of this country in general, conceived that Russia was at
that time harbouring unjust designs against the Turkish Government,
and, moreover, we were then under what has since proved to have beena
miserable and mischievous delusion. We were then under the belief
that the Turkish Government was disposed to, and capablé of, effectual
reform. But we tried then the Concert of Europe. Even then it
could not be effected. There were four Powers besides Russia
concerned. These four Powers could not unite. We had a union with
France which was effective for the purposes of war, and which was
cordial and vigorous throughout ; but the power of Prussia distinctly
stood off and observed what is called a friendly neutrality to Russia.
Another power—the power of Austria—was half with us, and half, it
might be said, not with. The Concert of Europe proved then to be
impracticable, and the result of the war was not due to it. Then,
again, on a later occasion, the liberation of Bulgaria and the liberation
of the Sister states around it was not due to the Concert of Europe.
The Concert of Europe rather looked askance—I mean the majority
of those Powers—and it was by other action, and by sole action, that
that great and beneficial change was brought about which has
converted the territories of the Balkan Peninsula, speaking of the main
and in general, from a land of servitude into a land of freedom.
Lastly, I may speak of the closing portion of these transactions. Two
years after the treaty of Berlin the provisions of that treaty with
regard to Greece and Montenegro remained unfulfilled. I was at that
time a member of the Government, and the Concert of Europe went
so far that several Powers sent each a ship of war to consort with us
to the coast of Albania and Montenegro. But first one of them, then
another, and, I think, some more, signifies that although their ship had
gone there it was on no account to fire a shot. The consequence was
that the Concert of Europe on that occasion, as on many others, was
a miserable failure. But other instruments were put into action. The
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Sultan became aware that coercion was hanging over him. There
was no bloodshed, no war, no declaration of war, no measure of
severity, but the mere knowledge that it impended was enough, and
in the autumn of 1880 the Treaty of Berlin was tulfilled, and upon the
whole fairly tulfilled, with regard both.to Greece and Montenegro.
Therefore, what I should say is this—that it was quite right, both for

-the present Government and the Government of Lord Rosebery,

which preceded it, it was quite right for them, in my opinion—it was
quite right for them to endeavour to work in concert with all the
Powers of Europe. It was worth while even to pay the price for the
benefit of that co-operation, and therefore I pronounce no censure,
only I think the Powers collectively have undergone miserable
disgrace. I don’t partition that disgrace. I have expressed already
my strong hope that it will be found that it 1s not our Government
that brought such a result upon us. But the state of things at which
we have~ arrived, I think, is this—and I understand my sentiments to
be sustained and supported by the existence of this meeting—
we have arrived at the point at which it becomes necessary to

/ strengthen the hands of the Executive Government by an expression

of national will. That is the exact point to which I have sought in my
preceding remarks to bring with me the feeling of the meeting,
expressing, of course, opinions for which no one is responsible except
myself, but, at the same time, believing, as I do, that those opinions have
been agreeable to the general sense of tke meeting and of the country.
When I speak thus of the value of the Concert of Europe I must point
out that there is another side of the question. In this instance every-
one 1s aware that we have failed in obtaining from the Sultan fulfilment
of his treaty obligations, and in that sense the result of the Concert of
Europe has been—I do not now speak of Crete, but of Armenia, that
is the main subject before us—the Concert of Europe has been a
total failure. But is this all? In my opinion the presence of the
Ambassadors of the six powers at Constantinople during the whole of
these proceedings—massacre heaped upon massacre, and when distant
massacres would not suffice them, massacre on the spot, and in the
view of the Embassies, came to be added to it—in my opinion the
presence of the diplomatic representatives of the Six Powers in
Constantinople, and of the Ambassadors of the Sultan in the six
capitals of Europe has been a distinct—not so intended, but has
worked as a distinct countenance and support to the Sultan. It has
carried to the general mind of Europe the belief that the differences
between them and the Sultan are matters to be arranged upon paper,
and that endeavours to arrange them upon paper, which we ought to
know beforehand, are each of them booked to utter disappointment.
As we have begun, as we have persevered, so we will continue to the
end. So far as my opinion goes—I wish to make it intelligible, at any
rate, even if there are any who do not support it—that this presence,
this maintenance of diplomatic relations with Turkey, which has not
sufficed to prevent this massacre of 4,000 Armenians in the streets of
Constantinople, operates as a distinct countenance of the Sultan, who
is still recognised as an ally, and is still entitled to claim _every
diplomatic courtesy, and with whom, as long as we continue in the
present course, we virtually telithe people of Europe and the world that
we have no differences except such as can be arranged by a few



amicable exchanges of courtesy and argument. In these circumstances’
it is that the meeting is asked to vote as follows :— :

“That this meeting trusts that Her Majesty's Ministers, realising to the fullest extent the
terrible condition in which their fellow-Christians are placed, will do everyihing possible to
obtain for them full security and protection ; and this meeting assures Her Majesty’s Ministers
that they may rely on the cordial support of the citizens of Liverpool in whatever steps they may
feel it necessary to take for that purpose.”

War with Europe Deprecated.

It appears to me that resolution has great merits. Itis firm, and at
the same time it is cautious, and it does not take into our hands that
which does not belong to us. It expresses our confidence that Her
Majesty’s Ministers will do everything that is possible for the purpose
of attaining a great end. It knows very well that we have not the
information or the other advantages necessary for pointing out those
means in detail, but it assures the Government that every measure
which the Government may adopt for the advancement of that great
end will have our warm, ungrudging, unhesitating support. It is upon
the ground of that resolution that I invite you to place yourselves,
and I think you will allow me to say, in the first place, the terms of the
resolution are of course to be interpreted in accordance with the rules
of common sense, and when we say we hope Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment will adopt every possible measure we mean every measure which
is possible consistently with reason. I therefore think that although
the resolution does not express it, yet it is not the intention of this
meeting to express a desire that everything that in the nature of things
is abstractedly possible should be done. The rules of prudence must
be observed, and the rules of prudence, I think, as has often been said
in the course of this discussion, neither require nor permit—nor does

! duty, in my opinion, either require or permit—that we, for the sake
' even of the great object we have in view, should place ourselves in
condition of war with united Europe, or should take measures which
should plunge Europe generally into a state of war. With that pro-
position I cordially agree, but when I speak of a state of war in that
sense I mean a real state of war,and I don’t mean those phantasms of
European war which everyone—not so much in this country as in
other countries—who wishes to stop beneficial measures on behalf of
Armenia conjures up before our eyes, in saying that any country that
takes into’ its own hands, exercises its own judgment, and makes itself
in the last resort the judge of its own duty—that every such country
must reckon upon plunging Europe into war. I do not say that. Isay
everything that is reasonable—everything that is possible. I say that
it would not be reasonable to do that which would imply war with
Europe, or plunge Europe into war; but, I completely deny that it
means that England is, under all circumstances, to abandon and forego
her own right of ultimate judgment upon her Jduties and her powers,
and to be dragged at the chariot wheels of the other Powers of Europe,
or of some other Powers of Europe who have possibly other points of
view, and who may not take at present entirely the same view with us,
Our Independence and Obligations.

As to this idea of war—that the threat of war in insignificant news-
papers, and by random gossiping going about from one place to
another, even if among the places be included the doorways of some
public departments—to suppose that that implies that all independent
action on the part of this great country is to be made chargeable for

e ————
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Sultan became aware that coercion was hanging over him. There
was no bloodshed, no war, no declaration of war, no measure of
severity, but the mere knowledge that it impended was enough, and
in the autumn of 1880 the Treaty of Berlin was fulfilled, and upon the
whole fairly tulfilled, with regard both.to Greece and Montenegro.
Therefore, what I should say is this—that it was quite right, both for
the present Government and the Government of Lord Rosebery,
which preceded it, it was quite right for them, in my opinion—it was

) quite right for them to endeavour to work in concert with all the

Powers of Europe. It was worth while even to pay the price for the
benefit of that co-operation, and therefore I pronounce no censure,
only I think the Powers collectively have undergone miserable
disgrace. I don’t partition that disgrace. I have expressed already
my strong hope that it will be found that it 1s not our Government
that brought such a result upon us. But the state of things at which
we have arrived, I think, is this—and I understand my sentiments to
be sustained and supported by the existence of this meeting—
we have arrived at the point at which it becomes necessary to

/ strengthen the hands of the Executive Government by an expression

' of national will. That is the exact point to which I have sought in my

preceding remarks to bring with me the feeling of the meeting,
expressing, of course, opinions for which no one is responsible except
myself, but, at the same time, believing, as I do, that those opinions have
been agreeable to the general sense of the meeting and of the country.
When I speak thus of the value of the Concert of Europe I must point
out that there is another side of the question. In this instance every-
one 1s aware that we have failed in obtaining from the Sultan fulfilment
of his treaty obligations, and in that sense the result of the Concert of
Europe has been—I do not now speak of Crete, but of Armenia, that
is the main subject before us—the Concert of Europe has been a
total failure. But is this all? In my opinion the presence of the
Ambassadors of the six powers at Constantinople duting the whole of
these proceedings—massacre heaped upon massacre,and when distant
massacres would not suffice them, massacre on the spot, and in the
view of the Embassies, came to be added to it-in my opinion the
presence of the diplomatic representatives of the Six Powers in
Constantinople, and of the Ambassadors of the Sultan in the six
capitals of Europe has been a distinct—not so intended, but has
worked as a distinct countenance and support to the Sultan. It has
carried to the general mind of Europe the belief that the differences
between them and the Sultan are matters to be arranged upon paper,
and that endeavours to arrange them upon paper, which we ought to
know beforehand, are each of them booked to utter disappointment.
As we have begun, as we have persevered, so we will continue to the
end. So far as my opinion goes—I wish to make it intelligible, at any
rate, even if there are any who do not support it—that this presence,
this maintenance of diplomatic relations with Turkey, which has not
sufficed to prevent this massacre of 4,000 Armenians in the streets ot
Constantinople, operates as a distinct countenance of the Sultan, who
is still recognised as an ally, and is still entitled to claim every
diplomatic courtesy, and with whom, as long as we continue in the
present course, we virtually tellthe people of Europe and the world that
we have no differences except such as can be arranged by a few



amicable exchanges of courtesy and argument. In these circumstances’
it is that the meeting is asked to vote as follows :— :

“That this meeting trusts that Her Majesty's Ministers, realising to the fullest extent the
terrible condition in which their fellow-Christians are placed, will do_everything possible to
obtain for them full security and protection ; and this meeting assures Her Majesty’s Ministers
that they may rely on the cordiai support of the citizens of Liverpool in whatever steps they may
feel it necessary to take for that purpose.”

War with Europe Deprecated.

It appears to me that resolution has great merits. Itis firm, and at
the same time it is cautious, and it does not take into our hands that
which does not belong to us. It expresses our confidence that Her
Majesty’s Ministers will do everything that is possible for the purpose
of attaining a great end. It knows very well that we have not the
information or the other advantages necessary for pointing out those
means in detail, but it assures the Government that every measure
which the Government may adopt for the advancement of that great
end will have our warm, ungrudging, unhesitating support. It is upon
the ground of that resolution that I invite you to place yourselves,
and 1 think you will allow me to say, in the first place, the terms of the
resolution are of course to be interpreted in accordance with the rules
of common sense, and when we say we hope Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment will adopt every possible measure we mean every measure which
is possible consistently with reason. I therefore think that although
the resolution does not express it, yet it is not the intention of this
meeting to express a desire that everything that in the nature of things
is abstractedly possible should be done. The rules of prudence must
be observed, and the rules of prudence, I think, as has often been said
in the course of this discussion, neither require nor permit—nor does

! duty, in my opinion, either require or permit—that we, for the sake
‘even of the great object we have in view, should place ourselves in
condition of war with united Europe, or should take measures which
should plunge Europe generally into a state of war. With that pro-
position I cordially agree, but when I speak of a state of war in that
sense I mean a real state of war,and I don’t mean those phantasms of
European war which everyone—not so much in this country as in
other countries—who wishes to stop beneficial measures on behalf of
Armenia conjures up before our eyes, in saying that any country that
takes into’ its own hands, exercises its own judgment, and makes itself
in the last resort the judge of its own duty—that every such country
must reckon upon plunging Europe into war. I do not say that. Isay
everything that is reasonable—everything that is possible. I say that
it would not be reasonable to do that which would imply war with
Europe, or plunge Europe into war; but, I completely deny that it
means that England is, under all circumstances, to abandon and forego
her own right of ultimate judgment upon her Jduties and her powers,
and to be dragged at the chariot wheels of the other Powers of Europe,
or of some other Powers of Europe who have possibly other points of
view, and who may not take at present entirely the same view with us,
Our Independence and Obligations.

As to this idea of war—that the threat of war in insignificant news.
papers, and by random gossiping going about from one place to
another, even if among the places be included the doorways of some
public departments—to suppose that that implies that all independent
action on the part of this great country is to be made chargeable for
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producing war in Europe is, in my opinion, a mistake—almost more
deplorable, perhaps, even than any of those mistakes that have ever
before been committed in the history of diplomacy. Therefore, while
I fully admit and recognise that the possible measures—all measures
that are possible—do not include a policy which gives just cause of
complaint to the Powers of Europe, because I admit that if they had
just cause of complaint, of course they would have a title to object to
our action, and to enforce their action by the use of all their military
means—1I will not admit that we are on that account to forego our own
convictions and our own duties, or to take our own measure of those
duties from that which may be said and felt abroad. We have an
independent part to play. We have often undertaken to play that
part on behalf of our own interests. Let us see now what are the
obligations incumbent upon us; because, while I admit that it is of
the utmost importance that we should study every means of consulting
the sentiments of other Powers, and of carrying them along with us, I
do not believe that the way to carry them along with us is to show a
servile determination under all circumstances, and whatever they may
decide, to make their conscience the measure of our own. The first

uestion is : Have we the title, and would it be politic—should it be
ound impossible to obtain the assent of the other Powers—have we a
title, a just title, according to the law of nations, to threaten Turkey
with coercion ?

The Power of Coercion.

Coercion does not of itself mean war. Coercion, justly and judiciously
employed, has often been the means of averting war. At the same
time, it is quite right to admit that coercion, when once applied, does
carry with it the consequence that in certain cases it may develope
into war. That I don’t for a momentdeny. Now what is our position
with regard to Turkey ? In 1856, by the Treaty of Paris, Turkey gave
a solemn promise to introduce into Armenia, as one part of her
dominions, effective reforms. She broke that promise. She renewed
the promise in 1876 in the Treaty of Berlin. As far as Armenia is
concerned, she again absolutely broke that promise. In 1878 another
treaty was formed, known by the name of the Anglo-Turkish Con-
vention, and there England endeavoured to obtain securities for the
fulfilment of the promise by offering compensation. England under-
took to defend Turkey in Armenia against unjust aggression from
Russia, Turkey undertaking in return to introduce into Armenia
reforms, the nature of which was to be settled and adjusted by the
joint action of Turkey and England. The two first of these treaties
constituted objections by which the other Powers of Europe were
bound, in conjunction with us, and to the same degree as ourselves,

but the third was entirely our own;.and perhaps I ought to mention,’

parenthetically, that I myself was a great objector to that treaty on
account of certain circumstances connected with the arrangement
which I thought improper and disastrous. But that treaty was made
known while the Congress of Berlin was sitting, and must be held to
have received its substantial assent and approval, Well, there is a
separate and distinct obligation, on the one hand on England, and on
the other hand on Turkey, England agreeing in certain circumstances
to defend the Turkish frontier in Asia Minor ; Turkey agreeing in con-
sideration of this covenant to introduce effective reforms into Armenia.
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The Sultan of Turkey has interpreted reforms to mean wholesale and
immeasurable massacre, and that is the condition in which. so far a=
title is concerned, we have placed ourselves in the face of Turkey

And am I to be told that while the law of nations declares a very
deliberate breach of treaty to constitute a justification for war—am I
to be told that such a breach of treaty as this has no power in vesting
England either with an obligation or with a solemn right to require,.
and to peremptorily require, an application of those requirements and

of all institutions really calculated to maintain them in Armenia ?
Suspend pDiplomatic Relations.

Now, I earnestly hope, and more than hope, and I have every trust, |

that England will not be called upon to act alone in this matter, but

the right to act alone I, for one, will never be a party to renounce. ItV

is a case where the cause of complaint is not sufficient only, but fearful
in its amount, intense in its character, and where we confine ourselves
strictly to the measures that such cause of complaint may entail

Now in the natural course of things I am not going to advise Her
Majesty’s Government. It would be going entirely out of my line of
duty, and inviting you, I think, to go beyond the purpose of this
meeting ; but there are certain measures that when a determined
intention is entertained one must suppose hypothetically to come in
the natural course of events. I will first ot all suppose, then, that every
effort to obtain direct and active co-operation from any power ot
Europe has failed. That is a large supposition—but supposing that—
because I am going to suppose everything against my own arguments.
in order that you may be enabled to measure the worst of what could
possibly happen. Well, of course, the first thing would be to require
Turkey to fulfil her obligations, and to require that by what may be
called a peremptory demand, and not by one of those demands that
are first of all delayed for a certain time ‘in deference to the Porte, and
then delayed in deference to a Commission, and then, pending the
report of the Commissioner, delayed until the report of the Com-
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mission to be considered. The proceeding that I hope will be adopted |\
and I feel sure should be adopted, is the method of what is termed |

peremptory demand, which is taken, and can properly be made, when
the title is unquestionable and the necessity urgent. Well, then, upon
the failure to comply with that demand I apprehend the first step to
be taken must be the recall of our Ambassador from Constantinople,
and the corresponding dismissal of the Turkish Ambassador from
London. I apprehend that that is not creating a European war.
What I wish to point out are these two things. The firstis what is
called the suspension of diplomatic relations—a thing of frequent, I
might almost say of constant, occurrence. It is a thing which gives no
right of objection or of complaint to anybody. I do not hesitate to
say that in the present relations with Turkey it would be a withdrawal
of countenance and an escape from responsibility as far as it goes. It
would be a good thing in itself, although I don’t say it would do all the

" good we ought to contemplate. But it would do this: When diplomatic

relations have been put an end to or suspended there arises for all
parties the full and free opportunity of considering what shall be done
next. And if the English people are of opinion that it is enough—I will
not say that is my opinion—they have an unquestioned and unques-
tionable opportunity of saying so.
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; A Public Disclaimer,

Now I am going a little further, I am going to suppose that, upon
this withdrawal of diplomatic relations—the suspension of diplomatic
relations—England informs the Sultan that she shall take into con-
sideration that means of enforcing—if force alone is available—of
enforcing compliance with her just, legal, and humane demand. Now
I am here going to interpose a condition of my own authority. I am
strongly of opinion that, if unhappily we come to the point of sole action
and of continuing obstinacy on the part of Turkey—neither of which do I
conceive to be very probable—if we come to that point, and if it
became our duty to intimate to the Sultan that we should consider the
proper means of enforcing our just demands, there is, in my opinion,
one condition on our part which ought on no account to be overlooked,
and that is the passing of what has been called a self-denying

| ordinance. Such a declaration was made at the beginning “of thé
\ Crimean War on the part of England and France. Itwasa declaration

that on no account would they turn that war to their own private and
Darticular advantage. That declaration was publicly made and it was
honourably kept. In my opinion it would be the manifest duty of
England to make such a declaration, and to make it in such terms that
the Powers of Europe, aye, or any of them, might, if they thought fit,
resent the breach of it as being not only a violation of good faith in
itself, but a violation of our engagement to them, and therefore placing
us entirely at their mercy. Therefore, if this country be the selfish
and grasping country that she is sometimes represented to be—and
perhaps on certain occasions she has been—if this country be that
selfish and grasping creature, I can only say I can hold out no induce-
ments in that direction. We ought, in my opinion, solemnly and
effectively to disclaim and renounce every prospect of the kind, to
limit ourselves absolutely to those duties which lie in our path, and
which we, under obligations of treaty, ought to insist upon.
The Phantasm of War.

Well, according to some anonymous articles in the newspapers, and

according to reports destitute of all authority, and due probably to

! the imagination or to selfish aim in some other quarter, or to pure

error of judgment, we are told that such a proceeding as I have
sketched is to create a united war with Europe against us. I again
say that in my opinion such a proposition is more or less to say that
which is cruelly unjust to all the Powers of Europe—is saying little
short of, even if it does not approach the limits of, absolute absurdity ;
because it would be a declaration, and a declaration supported by
measures of violence, to the effect that there was no power on the part of
-a state which had obtained concession by treaty - there was no power
‘to exact the observance of those concessions. I therefore don’t believe,
'and don’tentertain for 2 moment, this phantasm which is raised to alarm
| us if our nerves happen to be in a peculiar state of weakness; this
/ phantasm of European war against measures unselfish, just and
- directed to the stoppage of brutal and horrible massacres on an

' unexampled scale. Ido not believe that Europe, or any part of

Europe, will make war to ensure the continuancs ofthese massacres;
but it they are not to continue, and if security is given against them,
that is all we want. But that security must be effective; it must be
Teal ; it must not be visionary ; it must not be limited to the exaction




13
of promises upon paper with which we have too often and too jong

been contented. Now, supposing however, that this monstrous.
' supposition were to come about, and that where we had in a binding

form limited our own proceedings to the suppression of mischief in its
aggravated form on account that we have used the word coercion in
our communications with Turkey, then the supposition is that a threat

- of war by the European Powers is to be at once thrown in our face.
' This supposition I am considering. I am going to make a frank

e

confession. If the people of England find themselves confronted by a
distinct announcement of such a war in order to secure the majn-
tenance of the present state of things in Turkey, they would have to
consider their position. Supposing they came to the conclusion,
because this is the most unfavourable supposition, that it was their
duty to desist from all effort of procuring effectual change in Turkey—
suppose they frankly owned that they were not prepared to incur the
responsibility of plunging Europe into war—supposing they said, “ We
cast upon you who are willing to undertake it the responsibility of
giving countenance to those detestable and horrible proceedings, we
wash our hands of them, we will have nothing more to do with them,
we will never give countenance, we will never give neutrality, we will
not acknowledge as a nation within the family of nations the ruler
who is himself the responsible agent of these monstrous acts—but we
are not prepared to urge Europe on to war, and we will do what was
done by France in 1840, without loss of honour retaining our own
judgment and retaining our own right of enforcing that judgment when
we see our way to do it—but we will not plunge Europe into war, and
will leave to those who bring about this state of things the responsibility
which belongs to them.”
The Bounds of Reason.

Well now, in 1840—there are few of you who recollect it—France at
that time had a policy in the Eastern question totally at variance with
that of the rest of Europe. They were prepared to resort to military
measures, and France is certainly, as everyone will admit, a ver
spirited and a very powerful country. France receded in the face of
that attitude on the part of Europe, and she receded without loss
either of honour or of power; she receded believing that she had been
right and wise, that others had been wrong and unwise. I declare, in
my judgment, it would be far better even to run the risk, which I
believe is no risk at all, of recession than to continue the present state /
of things in which we become ministers and co-operators with the
Sultan by ensuring his immunity and encouraging him to continue his
monstrous acts. Now if in pursuance of what I have laid before you
we go before the Government, not presuming to speak for the people
of England, but presuming in some degree to speak for one great
community, which undoubtedly exercises an important influence with
England, and which constitutes not altogether an inconsiderable
fraction of the strength and also of the intelligence of England—we
shall be able to go betore the throne with the assurance that we at least
will not shrink from giving support to the most energetic conduct of the
Government within no bounds except those bounds described by reason.

Neutrality Denounced.

May I venture on the obs_ervation——even the day is favourable to our

purpose—I do not mean simply that the sun is returning to display
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himself on high, but I mean that this is the day on which her Most
Gracious Majesty commences a new term of a reign already so long,
and a reign of which the length bas not been more remarkable than
the manner in which it has been adorned and blessed by peace, by
prosperity, and by valuable and useful legislation. May that reign
long continue—and may it continue to bear the marks which have

- hitherto made it not so long, but honourable. I think that what we

are humbly endeavouring to recommend to-day will, if it proceed into
-a practical form, not tarnish the honour of that reign, but on the
contrary, tend to elevate it, and to elevate the character of this
great and powertul people always possessed of weight, and now
perhaps under modern circumstances possessed of ever-increasing
weight, in the councils of Europe. Come what may, let us extract our-

. selves from an ambiguoug position. ILet us have nothing to with
the countenance of, m renounce and condemn, , and let

us present ourselves to her Majesty’s Ministers, promising them in -

good faith our ungrudging, and our enthusiastic support in every
effort which they may make to express by word and by deed their
detestation of the acts, not yet perhaps having reached their consum-
mation, but which already have come to such a magnitude and such
a depth of atrocity that they constitute the most terrible and most
monstrous series of proceedings that have ever been recorded in the
dismal and the deplorable history of human crime.

IS SELFISHNESS POLICY ?

EncLAND speaks and Europe listens—what doth England say !
From the very shrine of Freedom comes a voice to-day,—
Comes a voice from Christian England, bids them spare or slay,
Is it death, or is it life! What doth England say !

¢« Shall a brother help a brother, if the waves run high !
Shall a nation save a nation, if it lose thereby ?

Keep the peace, endure oppression, trade and gather pelf,
England’s mission-—(hear it, Heaven !/—is to save herself!”

Hath he said, and shall the world say, ¢ This is England’s choice ?”’
Nay, but thisis the supplanter, this is Jacob’s voice.

Shall he rob us of our birthright, right to free the slave,

Right to comfort the afflicted, right to hear and save!

Shall the river hurry seaward, red with Christian blood,
Outraged maids and ripped-up mothers rolling down the flood ! -
Shall the savage lust of Islam hold its revel there,

And the putrid breath of corpses lade the sluggish air !

Oh, for Milton’s rolling thunder, Cromwell’s fiery zeal for God ;

Then should England rise to vengeance, tread the path that once
she trod.

Once again for sacred Freedom should her hosts go forth to fight,

And the battle-cry of England should be ¢ God defend the right!
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ARMENIA’S WRONGS.,

AAAVAVAAAARANAAAANAY

¢ How long, O Lord, how long?
Why are we led as sheep to die,
Why suffer rapine wrong ?
Why should the wanton Moslem’s greed
Destroy as with a flood ?
We bear Thy name, Thy help we plead :
Avenge our martyrs’ blood.”

! RMENIA lifts her voice on high :—

Armenia cries to many a land
’Neath Christian rule at peace :—
% O stretch to us a rescuing hand,
Bid- dire oppression cease :
Our wives, our daughters shield from shame,
From murder save our homes ;
In justice listen to our claim,
From outraged hearts it comes.”

Armenia pleads her bitter plaint
With all the Church of God :—

¢ Ye bear the honoured name of Saint,
Release us from the rod

Of reckless lust and ruthless hate :
O weep with them that weep.

Pray for us in our hapless state,
Unceasing vigils keep.”

Who then shall heed Armenia’s wail ?
Who move to right her wrongs ?
Too long does Christian England fail
To burst her cruel thongs.
O God, respect Armenia’s plea,
Thy holy arm make bare;
Bid nations take their lead from Thee —
Direct, enlighten, spare !
REv. W. A. BATHURST,

REFERRING to the crimes at Bitlis, Dr. Dillon says :—* The massacre

of Sassoun sends a shudder to the hearts of the most callous. Bu

that butchery was a divine mercy compared with the hellish deeds tha

are being done every week and every day of the year. The piteous
moans of famishing children ; the groans of oid men who have lived
to see what can never be embodied in words; the piercing cries of
violated maidenhood, nay, of tender childhood ; the shrieks of mothers
made childléss by crimes compared with which murder would be a
blessing ; the screams, scarcely human, ot women writhing under the
lash ; and all the vain voices of blood and agony that die away in that
dreary desert without having found a responsive echo on earth or in
heaven, combine to throw Sassoun and ali its hocrors into the shade.’*
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‘¢ Macedonia, and is at present engaged in destroying by

‘¢ wholesale massacre the inhabitants of that country, calls

upon His Majestys Government to take such steps as are

necessary to put an end to these massacres and to eman01—

¢ pate Macedonla from the direct rule of the Sultan.”

[LulR———

Mr. Birrell, as you are aware is a member of the
present Cabinet. The same resolution was also passed
unanimously by the Executive Committee of the Home
Counties Liberal Federation, of which Sir William
Harcourt was then the President. Acknowledgements of
the resolution were received by the Secretary from
Lord Spencer and Sir William Harcourt and the present
Prime Minister. Sir William Harcougt wrote :—

““ As one who, 25 years ago, strenuously resisted the
¢ policy of Lord Beaconsfield by which the domination of

“ the Turk was maintained in Macedonia, I am specially

¢ sensible of the obligations imposed upon this country to

‘¢ employ its legitimate influence to restrain the terrible

‘“ massacres now being committed upon those unhappy

L beople

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the present Prime
Minister, in acknowledging receipt of the resolution,
wrote:

“1 duly received the resolution which you sent me

¢ from your Committee on the subject of Macedonia. I

“ was glad to read it, and am in full sympathy with it.”

We have here then a definite expression of concurrence
that action should be taken, from the Prime Minister down-
wards, to bring to an end the existing state of affairs in
Macedonia. A leading liberal organ at the time, after
expressing its entire agreement with the resolution of the

National Liberal Federation, went on to say :—
“ . . . . Itmay be that we have for a moment

“ a Government which lacks the nerve to retrace the fatal
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< grror it made nine months ago, when it resigned the whole
“ management of this crisis to Austria and Russia. But no
« Government is immortal ; and the opinions which Liberals,
“in common with humane men of all parties, have expressed,
“will be binding when next a Liberal Government comes

‘¢ into power.”’

We must, therefore, fight on, and endeavour by every
means in our power to strengthen the hands of the
Government in any action 1 which they may take. We
believe that we have at the head of the  Government
a humane and sympathetic man who will respond to
any call which the country is entitled to make in this
direction.

From trustworthy accounts, if war is to be prevented
between Bulgaria and, Turkey, it is 1mpemt-‘1\7ewtﬁ£{some-
thing should be done, and that promptly. In the nature
of things we cannot expect that Bulgaria will remain
quiescent for ever while her kith and kin are being slowly
extirpated across the border. Many people think that
unless something is done, war may break out next spring,
and such a war would be a terrible and bloody one; a
religious war between Christian and Mahommedan, with
possibly far reaching consequences. It behoves us there-

fore to bestir ourselves while there is yet time.

I turn now to the question of the Congo, and here
also it may be of value to go back to the beginning of this
unhappy story. | The Congo, as you are probably aware,
was discovered by Staniey, and is situated in Central
Africa. King Leopold, the present King of Belgium, was
so fired by Stanley’\é‘_, narratives of the wonders of that
region that he determhq\ed to possess it. Mr. Gladstone,
who was then Prime "I}/Iinister, with Lord Granville,
Foreign Secretary, distrusted King Leopold, and was
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THE BISHOP OF WORCESTER: I now call upon lir. Noel Buxton
to read letters which he has received from those whom we
should wish to have with us to-night, but who are not
able to attend.
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¥R. NOEL BﬁéTON: The following are extracts from letters

received by the Committee.

The Archbishop of Canterbury says - *It can, in my
judgment, do nothing but good/that by such meetings as
this we should make it claa§ hoth at home and abread/that
in such vigorous action as our responsible Government, with
the means of influence at its command, may find it
possible to take, it will have behind it the spirit of the L

unitgd people bent upon bringing the whole influence

of great England to fear for the repression of tyranny,

rapacity, and misrule, and for the introduction of such
conditions as may bring happiness and psace both to the
Christian and Moslem populations of these distracted

countries®,

Prom Lord Spencer we have the following - "I am
unable to attend the meeting at St; James's Hall on
September égth. but I should like, if you are there, to
make known how deeply I sympathise with the unhappy
people in Macedonia. It is difficulg and would be unwise
without knowledge of what is passing by diplomatic
negotiation between the Pewera,.to suggest the exact
course which the King's Government should follow, but I am
sure that public opinion in this country has been clearly
represented, and it will accord support to the Government
in taking, as I hope they are, the most effective steps,
in connection with all the great Powers, for establiéshing
a just and humene Covernment in Macedonia, and thus re-
lieving a large population from offensive and exasperating

acts of administration".

v

The following is from the Bishop of Durham - From

my heart I wish for the meeting to have a great attendance
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and a great influence. Day by day The Times’no partisan
witness, shows us that the Turkish power is acting with
terrible thoroughness on lines of purely barbaric violence
and outrage. The unworthy jealousies of European
Christendom alone make this possible, a reflection which
is an indescribable reproach upon the Christian name.

¥May England even yet, in the mercy of God, wake to her
true self, and at least make her voice heard if only in

an open appeal for the sympathy and concurrence of France

in earnest diplomatic action"l}

The following is from the Bishop of Rochester: "I

earnestly trust that it may be given to England to dis-
charge some of her special responsibility to this unhappy
population, and to say the words which force in reserve

makes powerful for their deliverance and enfranchisement",

-Expressions of sympathy with the object of the
meeting have also been received from Lord Ripon, Lord
Halifax, Lord Davey, The Bishop of Ripon, The Bishop of
St. Johns, The Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, The
Rev. Lord Victor Seymour, The Rev. canon Rhodes Bristow,
Canon Escreet, Canon Horsley, Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman,
Sir Edward Grey, ¥r. Asquith, Mr. Haldane and 39 other

members of Parliament.




grand
THE BISHOP OF WORCESTER: This is a geeas meeting - consider-

ing the weather a very grand meeting, and I hear that
there is a grand overflow. And this is as it should be/
because this meeting has a great work to daland it should
represent a multitude. What is it that this meeting
has to do to-night? It is, I take it, to express and
by expressing, to strengthen a thousand fold the demand
which the country makes upon the Government for a more

in the affairs of Macedonia.
effective intervention}\ This feeling has had expression
already, and as always when the affairs of the Turkish
Empire are in question, I recagﬁise with satisfaction
that the Non-conformists have been foremost -~ they have
always been true in this matter to the lead of the great
Churchmen whose son and representative we had hoped to
see here townight « I need not say whom I mean, it is
¥r. Gladstone. If among the speakers who are to address
you to-night there is only one whom you will recognise
as a Non-confermist, lir. Campbell, it is I suppose because
those who afe organising this platform were conscious
that the sentiments of the Non-conformists were well
known and that the importantmatter was to emphasize that
the sentiment belonged not to them enly but also to the
other section of the Christian Churche; I say expression
has been found already for the sentiment which this
meeting has collected to emphasize, but it commands
expression far stronger, more concentrated, and more
voluminous than it has yet found; beeausa in a great
measure the powers of a Government to act with force and
with resolution depends on its being understood to have
a strang,andpopular/and determined sentiment of the

country behind him. And this is all the more necessary

-5




if, as I venture to think,this meeting will be unanimous
in believing what is wanted is,naﬁ only that the Govern-
ment should persevere in a course which it has already
under'taken/ but that the intervention should be, as I
said just now more effective than it has shown signs of

being hitherto.

We have read Mr. Balfour's letter to my great
chief whose words,enthusiastic and warm wardg{you have had
just now, the Archbishop of Canterbury. But I must
confese to sharing what is apparently the feeling of this
meeting. I was not satisfied with the terms of that
letter. We want more effective interposition than is
there adumbrated. We were told in that letter that the
Russian and Austrian scheme of reform was the irreducible
minimum. I am gquite certain that the irreducible minimum
of effective reform is something of definitely more than
the Austrian and Russian scheme of reform. And I say
"definitely more”, because I wikh to emphasize the
particular peinifwhich it appears to me all experts,
all those who have the local knowledge and have given
us their testimony, agree in emphasizing to be the neces=-
sary point - and that is that whatever the districts

o Sfaccak
Macedonia may be divided into for religious e&—rztionsl
whote a

reasons the Bedes should be under bke Christian Geverneg
reapensiblg not to the Sultan but to the Powers, and
irremovable except with the consent and intervention of
the ggwers. I am quite sure -~ I am reassured by what I
hear, in feeling that this great meeting,which repre-
sents s0 great a body of feeling and sentiment in the
country, thst this point is regarded by this meeting as

the irreducible minimum.
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Yow on this matter the first point which ought to
be prominent in our minds, is that England has a right/
and a something which ié much greater than é righ?{that
is a most solemn duty to interpose. We put our money
on the wrong horse. That was in the fifties; and '
unfo ; ;
rtunately, like many others of those who have embarked
in ganbling, we do nét stop soon enough. We put it on the
wrong hefke again, in 1878, Well now it is well known
that gambling in the matter of horses mostly leads people
into debt, and that that which brings them up short after

a time is the comsciousness that the debt has got to be

paid.

Now, our putting our money on the wrong horse
has led us into this unfortunatelx posibion of the
gambler; and we have gog as we are men with a sense of
our reaponsibilitg’tc be prepared to pay the penalty which |
God laid on us for our action - we have got to pay that }
debt by something more strenuous than any action than
we have hi therto exhibited. ;t is a very old story, and
gs I daresay I am speaking to almost no one wh:o is not
familiar with the rudiments of this question historically,
I might almost omit the matter so familiar; bdbut I always
believe that there are some people at meetings, a very
few, somewhere in a corner-who ews—ienew do not kmow much
about the matter under consideration, and in case there
should be one or two somewhere hidden in a cormer of the
top gallery ("we are all right up here"). You know very
well all of you up there; but there are just one or two
of you that I should like to say, that in the memorable
year 1878 this particular people,almost the whole of them,

who now by their intolerable suffering are exciting our
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even
sympathy, the aympathiengf the most hard-hearted and

indifferent, ey were on the threshold of liberty and
emancipation by the Treaty of San Stefaﬁq/which a victorious
Russia had imposed upon the Sikltan. You know i%}far
amongst other things the greater part of Macedonia was

to have been attached to the Prinecipality of Bulgarigland
would have shared all that extraordinary immeasurable

improvement in the social and political condition of

which Bulgaria has given us the example;, and you know,
ves, in the misery of your own consciences, you know,
that it was England who at that moment imterposed,and
interposed alone,and said that that Treaty should not

be carried into effecﬁ) and the Congress of Berlin
substituted for the Treaty of San Stefanp the Convention
of Berlin,and inata;d of allowing that Treaty to take
effect, and the Macedonians obtaining their practical
emancipation, it put them under the superintendence of é
the Powers of Europe, and there could not have positively 5

been a more golemn and engagement made in the sight of

God than was then made by the Christian Powers of Europe

with the people of Macedonia that they should have the
conditions of decent Government. You know the history -
the newspapers are making it plain to you every day = and
I venture teo say that the reproach lies equally in
England on both political parties. You know that that
great promise has not been fulfilled. | Ve have then a right,
something more than a right, a very sacred duty to make
our voices felt in the Councils of Europe. No one who
knows recent historx and who knows thg place that Emgland
held in the Cenvention of Berliq,could doubt for a moment
that we are,by the obligations we then contracted, pre~

eminently interested in this matter.




But then what is it that constitutes the main
objections to what I have been saying. First of all
we hear that the sympathies of the English people have
been alienated by the outrages of the revolutionists.
On that subject I wish to ﬁay a word. I wonder if there
is any Englishman acquainted with the history of his
country, I wonder if there is any Englishman short of
éi Stuart,dbsolutis%{who would deny that under the
conditions under which they have lived, after the long
and ineffectual waiting upon the Chrissian Powers of
Europe, it has been the duty of these Macedonians to
rebel. I would not for a moment deny that in this
rebellion, a8 in every rebellion known to history, many
things have been done which ought not to have been done.

I do not for a moment ask this sensitive Engligshman in

any way to QXause or to paliate the excesses of that
rebellion. ,‘I do not ask that whatever me@d of punishment
is thought proper should not be meted out to the Macedonian
Committee. But I ask, is it they who are in gquestion?

For whom is it that we are taking Council. It is not

for a few members of a Committee; it is not for a few
people; it is for, even in the eyes of those very
sensiiivateanscienees; for a whole innocent nation and
people; and there they are in their villages, where they
haye'nﬁt been burnt, there they are homeless, destitute,
in &anger of famine, bewailing multitudes that have
xbeen'massacred. It is not for any people that have beén
gullty of excesses that we are asking for any pardon or
anyﬁhing eias. Let them get whatever punishment Europe
thinks it right te give them in company with those who
caused those &xqeaﬁas.\ But what we plead for are, people%/

the wholly innocent peoples of Macedonia.

-
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Then secondly we heag not so much this time in
at all well-informed circles, but from the man in the atreet/
or should I say the man in the suwoking room, you still

hear a pooch=-pooh of those exaggerated reports.

Well now,I rememberthat so very well, some years ag?/
when what was in question was the massasra/nat of
Hacedonians but of Armenians, we were told until we
were weary of it/that the reports were exaggerated, and I
venture to say that when thetime came for report to have
passed into history, when the time came for men to have
consulted and got the retums of Cans?ls’there was no
more said about exaggerated reporis. Nay, I say it
deliberately, almost the worst reports were less than the
realities; and I have not a doubt that all that has been

said by that organ, which, on matters concerned the

~

Government, as was remarked just now, is not tge partisan
organ, I have not a doubt that the correspondent of
"'¥hé‘Time;; the noble correspondent eg'Fhe Times: has been
speaking the truth. And I notice also that all through

¥r. Balfour's
letter, there was not, I think, any indica-

tion that he believed the reports in which we were confid~-
ing to have been exaggerated. But it is said (and this is
perhaps the last point that I propose to consider) that

the mixture of races and religion makes the situation

quite different to what we have had to deal with in other
similar situations under the Turkish Dominion, and of
course ir,., Balfour lays a great deal of stress on that

point.

I should like to be allowed to say one word on that
subjeet.first,an& I am s only going to ocecupy one

I L

minute. I notice two letters in this morning's Timeé of
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a very important character. The one pointed out ﬁ&éjtaﬁ
the.péﬁgg:;;;éé—ehe"aifference in religion:requiraa a
great deal of explanation(because the followers of the
Exarch and the followers of the Patriarch are not
distinguished by any known difference in religion at all.
So that you have to deal with no more difference in religion
than belongs to any district where the Mahommedan and
Christian are living side by sideg gut it was alse
pointed out from another letter from our friend to whom we
owe a most special debt of gratitude this evening, and
personal
who speaks with a greatkknow?edge of the affairs of
¥acedonia, that you may have districts characterised by
a preponderance, whether of Greek or of Bulgarians or of
Ser¥s, and they gzg/receive a difference of administra=
tion, they could become a differentz province of the one
administration; so that you have not really any more
difficulty than has been already encountered and.igza in
that arrangement which we desire to take as a pattern
for the reform we de81re for ﬂagedonia -« I mean of course
the arrangement in regard tcnééﬁﬂn It does not appear
that the ratial differences need be any obstacle whatever
to the administration of the provinces under one Christian
Governor . And then of course we are asked what it is
that we want them to do. I would éay only one word,
pecause an outsider, who is not an expert never can in-
timately know what diplomatic contingency is or is not
possible égxb I do not want Ehat England should act
alone; I do mot want that England should confine itself
to supporting the designs of Russia and of Austria. I
want that England should, if it De possible , first of all
to definitely forkulate all that I have already spoken

of as the irreducible minimum of necessary reform,
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pointedly and precisely; then that it should endeavour
by all possible means to obtain the co-operation of
France and Italy. And then it should make a very urgent
and persistent application to the other Christian Powers,
especially Russia, Austria and Germapy. Of course, we find
it very often that some men would frighten us off by the
bugbear of a war. TFor my own part it appears to be that
it is inconceivable that Russia, occupied as she is in
the remoter East, can be very anxious for war, or that
particular
Austriaﬁin the peiidieai crisis of her history,can be
very anxious for war; and I cannot but think that the
cry of the possible European war is something of tie ot
bugbear; and I have an immense belief that where it is
80 manifestly contrary to the interests of any one
European Power to go to war there, a clearly defined
policy and a strong moral persistency on the part of any
one nation would bring the rest into line. [:ép is very
kind of you to have listened to me so long. I have ven-
tured to speak thus with all the more presumption I fear,
because having thus spoken, I am obliged to withdraw. I
am compelled by business to leave London for what I fancy
I may call the real metropolis of §alitics to-nkght, and
by that I need hardly say I mean Birmingham {Laughter).
I do not want to leave you laughing. I do wan% if I might
in one sentence, before I go, to impress the fear, the
dread which is cmstantly in my own mind when I céntemp
plate the currents of politics in our country at the present
momenty I am terribly afraid that the enthusiasm for
righteousness is at a discount in politics at the present
moment . You listen to the preacher; you look at the
enthusiasm of the religious body, and it appears to be

a mighty force, a great river, but it seems to lose itself
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in the sands as soon as it approaches, whether in internal
mattersor external politics, practical concerns. ?él%
again and again the thought, I suppose, is in our minds,
"Gﬁ, for one half-hour of Gladstone®™. Gentlemen, enthu~
siasm may have made mistakes in history, but I ask you,

is the Turkish question a very good instance for advocating
this position, for has not ﬁalicya naked selfish policy,
made mistakes. Has it not put its money on the wrong -
hcrseéﬂé&d indeed those mistakes which moral enthusiasm
has oad

Whs made in history are manifold;k;t is also true that
there is nothing else which is capable of accomplishing
anything great.

I am going to ask you to allow me to vacate the
chair for a very much more effective Chairmédn, namely
Sir Edward Fry, (The Bishop of Worcester then withdrew
and his place in the chair was takan by Sir Edward Fry).

SIR EDWARD FRY, then called upon Nr. Bi}ce,

-13~-



MR. BRYCE:  The first resolution which I have now to move
for your acceptance is as follows -~ "That the long=-
continued and incurable misgovernment of Macedonia and the
failure of all attempts to introduce reform under Turkish
cantrh}/have made it necasséry that the direet rule of the
Sultan should cease in those provinces, and be replaced
by an administration directed by persons who cannot be
controlled or dismissed by the Turkish Government®. That
is a moderate resolution, a cautious resolution. It asks
nothing more than what is absolutely necessan@,and it asks
nothing more than what can be immediately and easily
obtaine@/if only the Powers of Burope will agree. It
is also not in any sense a party resolution. It is not
a party meeting. Our respected Chairman who has just
quitted us, I really do not know, and at this moment I
am glad I do not know to which particular party he
belongs; and I see Beside me and around me at least 4;%u&
distinguished members of the party which commonly support
his Majesty's present Govermment. The question is above
party. It is a guestion on which I believe that the
country is agreedyané that the unanimity you have already
shown to-night represents the unanimous opinion of the
British people; and I do not believe that the Government
itself is at all out of harmony or out of sympathy with
the temper and feelings of this meetings ("No") Well
I hear a note of dissent, and I suppose that note of
dissent arises from the ldtter to which the Arehbishe-
Bishop of orcester referred, written by the Prime Minister.
Now i% is net my business, nor is it my habit,to defend
His Majesty's Govermment, but on this occasion I must do
80 because 1 sincerely believe the terms of lMr. Balfour's

letter do not measure the real wishes of the Government
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They seem to me to belong to his idiosyncrasies; they
seem to belong to his peculiar habit of thinking and of
speaking; and I believe that you will misjudge a
Government, misjudge their zeal for justice and humanity
if you measure ef it by the terms of Mr. Balfour's letter.
Therefore I have some hope that the result of our meeting
te@ighﬁ/and of the many other meetings that are geoing on
all over the country, may be to strengthen the hands of
the Government in the course which they are not unwilling

to pursue.

27 years ago we held a great meeting in this Hall
There were many noble voices heard that day which are now
long since silent, and the meeting was closed by a speech
from one majestic voice which was last heard on behalf of
the Christians of Armenia, which was always heard on
behalf of freedamland which above all other voices we
should delight to hear now. That meeting was held to
arrest the policy of Lord Beaconfield's government in sup-
porting the Turks. We were accused then of negleciing
British interests, for meddling in matters which belonged
to the Government, and of deserting the established policy
of Great Britain. But we peraevereéyand the result of
that meetinglané of the agitation of those d&yglwas to
prevent Lord Beaconfield from supporting the Turks. The
Turks were left to their g fate, the Czar Alexander II
began the war; Turkey was reduced and a Treaty was dictated

neariy-aii- 4.
by which Macedonia was liberated, nearly all of it, and
its provinces were added to free Bulgaria. Then Great
Britain stepped in; and she was the principal cause why
those provinces were handed back to oppression. I mention
those things, not for the sake of accusing the dead, but
in order to remind you of what has happened/and of vhat
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our responsibility is. Of course the Turks promised to
reform; the promise was solemnly embodied in the 23rd.
article of the Treaty of Berlin. But things went on as
badly or worse than before, and the daily oppressions
continued = the oppression of the Mussulman landlord,
the oppression of the tax gatherar/and of the tytha~farme$
the oppression of the Genﬁarm§ and the oppression of the
Judges/because/under Turkish 1aw§,tha Judge is the shield
of those who do evil and the terror of those who do well.
It is not very easy for us to realise here what those
of Macedonia

flaily oppressions mean, which this unhappy peasantrj/\and
the peasantry of Armenia have gd to suffer. Think what
it would be for you/never to know when youggzgg your
field, that you would be app allowed to reap the harvest;
never when attacked and insulted and beaten by armed men
to be able to defend yourselves; never when you left
your house in the morning to be without fear that when
you returned you might find its inmates outraged, your
wives violated, your daughter perhaps aBiducted. That is
what those peasants of Macedonis and Armenia have had to
bear for generations. And when after centuries of wrcng/
maddened by centuries of wrong, those people rose in arms
againgt their oppressars/they are told that they are rebels/
and Europe placidly looks on and tells the Turks to
suppress the rebellion. The bear facts of what have been
happening during the last few weeks are far more terrible

b A5
than any eseapments thal rhetoric could make to you about

them.

I will take/howeve§ two facts which I got from
ye sterday's and to-day's newspapers. I find in yesterday's
u L
Times this statement- "In the Caza of Qkhrida/especially/

the devastation is complete, and the whole district has
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become,6 dismal solitude. The total number of villages

destroyed in the vilayet of Monastir was estimated in the
memorandum recently presented by the revolutionary
leaders here to the representatives of the Powers at 98,
but my informant congiders that this figure has now been
largely exceeded. The statistics of the memorandum
receive strange confirmation from a document which was
purloined from Hilmi® Pasha's archives and has fallen
intc the hands of one of the Consuls. It appears that
the progress of systematic extermination is carefully
recorded by the Turkish authorities and duly reported

to Constantinople. The document in guestion gives the
total of the villages destroyed in the vilayet as 93.%
But when I turn to the Standard I find that this authority
estimates the number of villeges destroyed in the vilayet
of Monastir at 111, and the houses burned at 2,700 and
the number of refugees =2t 50,000 -~ all homeless, all
suffering, because the policy of the Turks is not only

to kill by the sword but to kill by famine. Now I will
give you one other extract also from yesterday‘suTime;;
vpiftech peasants from the village of Ziatan, near

Resna, which was burned, returned at the invitation of the
Turkish Government from the mountains to their ruined
homes. A troop of soldiers came upon them while they
were binding wheat which they had cut before their flight,
and tying their hanés drove the unfortunate peasantis

into a ditch, where they massacred them all with the
excebtion of one, who survived although he was stabbed
in six places." : wﬁnder}thersfare/whera in that case
was the balance of criminality} because you will note
that by far the greatest part of the suffering, by far
the greatest gquantity of bloodshed, has fallen upon the
1unecent,and very largely, not only on the innocent
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peasantr% but upon the women and chikdren,

Now what remedy is thereg Is it a scheme of reform
which we were to0ld was the irreducible minimum? Vhy
that scheme was dead before it was born. It was dead
because its execution was entrusted to the Turks and thsy
never execute any reforms. It is like all the other

reforms which they promised before the time of the Crimean

War until now, In fact the promises of the Turks are ale
/ most as numerous as his viectims. No one, not even, I
think/an English,ministeﬁlcan at this time of day
suppose that any promises of a reform dhe Turk makes can
ever be effective. There is only one reme&g and that
remedy is not a new remedy. It is a remedy agqbproved by
long experience. Tor igg years now the tide of Turkish
Greece, .
power has been receding, and seress-Servia, Reba the
Lebancon and Bulgaria, and Bosnia, and Crete have all
in succession been liberated from the Turkish power. /&,
Some of them complete independence has been granted. In
gsome the Suzepainty of the Sultan remains. But that
does not makex much differenceg zior does the resolution
dwell upégkbecauSE the one only éssential thing is to get
the direct rule of the Turk, his power of doing mischie%
out of the country. And in each of those cases which
I have enumersted what hégg followed?  Order, peace and
prosperity; & order,peace and prosperity nmot only for the
Christian, but equally for the Hussulman; because the
Muddulman would have almost as much to gain as the
Christian has by those reforms. Everyone knows that the
Turks will go. They know it themselves. They will
ghow you the very gate in the wall of Constantinople

through which, as they believe, they will ultimate
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leave Burope. Why should we seeboet the agony. Why/
when we know what will come sooner or later, should it
not come now, and spare at least this generation from the

wrongs that I have told you of? Frip-kh-

This matter is not a matter for Russia and Austria
only; and no cynicisms or selfishness on the part of
any Power can relieve us from our right and our duty.
What particular form of action the poliey of Britain should
take is,as the Bishop of Worcester has sai&/extremely
difficult for us, without knowing more than we do of the
attitude of the different Powers, because it is not the
same attitude in the case of different fowers F~ it is
extremely difficult for us to say at this moment. : ¢
pelieve that about this, at any rate, there can be no
question = that the very first thing we should do is to
press upon all the other Powers, and particularly upon
France and Italy, See which we have reason to believe
are in sympathy with us, that we should press upon them
the duty of at once adopting the policy which is contained
in this resclution. And I believe when i loock upon the
moral force and upon the position of unselfishness and
of disinterestedness which 6ve Britain is able to take, and
upon the hopes that I entertain from the generous senti-
ments of France and Italy, our effﬂrtlif strenuous and
r&aoluta?will not be in vain. One word more. I have
said that Britain has a right. But has she not a duty?
We who forced this unhappy peaplelupon whom st the first
peams of liberty had began to shine at the time of the
Treaty of San Stefano, we who forced them back into the
torture house af.Turkish rule, susbjyewajiwashare-eaiied
upen surely we, above all other ggwera,ara called upon

\ in the gight of God and mag,te endeavour to apply now



at last, after 25 years the remedy which we then rejected.
Are we prepared to discharge this duty? Since the
Jubilee of 1897 we have been dwelling much upon our
national greatness, upon our wealth, upon our wide domin~
ions, upon our gigantie axpenditure/upan the strength of
our Navy. But those things are not enough to make a
nation great. It is not merely wealth and pawer,hut it
is the capacity to rise to the height of your pcsitien/
and to appreciate the great mmissionz in the world which
God has given you. It is that which makes the greatness
of a nation. To what purpose is it that Providence has
bestowed upon us power and fame, if in craven fear/or in
callous indifferance'wa recoil from the duties which that
position and our plighted faith have imposed upon us.

The moment is very critical. There are three dangers
hanging over us. The one is the danger of the extermina-
tion of the Macedonian people. The second is the danger
that Bulgaria will be driven to war; and when I think of
what the feelings of the people of Bulgaria must be when
they hear of what is going on just across their own
borders, upon their own kinsfolk, men of ﬁheir own race
and faith, I am surprised for §§w long they have}been
able to keep back. But it is a dangeg and a éaﬁger

we ought to avert.

And then thirdly there is the ather‘éanger on which
the-Jhkairmen S0 much is said, said at any rate by those
who profess to know - the danger of an outbreak of a
Buropean wir. Well,the best way to avert all these
dangers is to adopt the policy which we now put to you,
because it will put an immediate end to the horrors that
are passing)and it will reserve for uitimaté é@%tl&mant
in quieter times, those difficult questions which are

20w



connected with the diSpasition of the Yacedonian terri=-
tory. Therefore I venture to say that the path of safetly
both for Macedonia and for Eurcope, is the path which every
congideration of justice, &= of L humanity,and of

national honour, calls upon Britain to follow.
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SIR EDWARD FRY: I have been asked to second the resoluﬁian
which has been so ably proposed by Mr. Bryce, and I do
so with great cordiality, and I will endeavour to do so
with great brevity. It appears to me that in order to
come to the conclusion which you are asked to arrive at
by this resolution, it is not necessary to go back
beyemd dke vory few days of the history of the Turkish
Empire. What has been the conduct of the Sublime Porte
during the last few daysz You recollect the outrages
of Krusheho, and~tc—day's papers announced that the Porte
has honoured the agent who superintended the massacres
with one of the highest decorations. But a few days ago
you are aware that the Porte issued an Irt&deﬁ which wﬁa
supposed to contain all the demands of the Bulgarian
principalities and that she entrusted the execution of
the Irtade(ta favoured subjecg* whom she represented as
having such eminent capacity and gqualification for refon%
and who was appointed Chief Inspector of Refsrmgﬁand his
presence was said to render unnecessary the appointment of
a Ruropean Commission. fhe same man was named by the
Porte as President of the Commisaian/which was appointed
to consist partly of Turks, partly of Bulgarians, and
part}¥ of other nationalities. Now who is this trusted
servant to whom Turkey entrusted those great powers, and
who it asks the rest of Europe to trust in the same menner, j=
it ig Hilmi Pasham. You know something of what kind of
manner of man he is. He is the agent who has been carrying
into effect those atrncities/and he is more responsible
for them than even the generals under whose commands they
have been executed. He is the man in whose archives was
found that aecumentfwmch ir. Bryce has alluded, the

list of 93 villages which have been laid waste by the




direction of the Turk. He is the man who has refused

to the Sisters of Mercy permission to attend the wounded
and the dying at Krushebo. He is the man who has refused
even their prayer to be allowed to take the medicaments
necesgsary for the help of the miserable people. And

this is the behaviour of Turkey, not at the time when the
eyes of BEurcpe are directed to some other part of the
globe, but when the gaze of the civilized world is fixed
upon Turkey and its behaviour. A Power which can do such
things at such a time when the eyes of the civilized
world is fixed upon it, has proclaimed itself as un~
worthy of consideration. And therefore I submit to you
thaﬁ)aﬂ without going back on the past history of the
relation of Macedonia and Turkey, without attempting

to solve the question of a balance of criminality, those
simple and undisputed facts of the last week or 10 days
is enough to lead you to the conclusion £o which this
resolution leads you; and therefore without further
addressing you I beg leave to second this resolution with

the utmest cordiality.



THE REV. R.J. CAMPBELL: I believe that the time of speakers
to-night is strietly limited, and in any case I feel
that this occasion is one much too solemn for Ewseeks. Ve
are here to-night not as party politicians, nor as members
of any particular denomination, but as Christian citizens
to protest against a great wrong in the name of ég;hcommon
humanity. Qur hearts have been deeply stitred wiihin u%/
and our sgouls moved to indignatianlby the long drawn tale
of horror which has reached us from the Near East. The
Turk is true to his traditions once more. It is nok new
story. What happened in Bulgaria and in Bes Armenia was
is now happening in Macedonia. We cannot approach the
jsubject without some sense of shame while our fellow
| Christians are being done to death. ZRurope and the
great Powers stand helplessly by. There is something
shameless in the cynicism of the so~called Christian
Powers, The rule of the Turk is an abomination and an
aﬁ?hronism in Rurope. I take it that there is no man
in this magnificent assembly but who would be willing
and glad to hear that an end was made of the Sultan and
his rule. It may be that in some instances the stories
of outrage which have reached us have been sanewhat
exaggerated, but there is more reason to beliers that we
know less than the truth. The Sultan has been careful to
exye;} as far as he could the representativesof the Buropean
and especially the British Press. Eaverthsleag/frem
expressions which have been read in your hearing to-night
by Mr. Bf?ce(we can form some idea of the situation not
DheNCare —temn
g8o very far from the sphere of oparatienﬁsythree days
i distadi}, and on the same Continent as oursdlv:s, %Thousands
of men and women and helpless little children ake being
j put to death. Nay, more than that’we can form some

little idea of the true situation if}fﬁr Bulgarian women
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we would read our own wives and sisters and mothers
Gentlemen it stirs the hearts of British people with
unspeakable indignation and shame to think that our
country stands silent in $ewek such an hour as this. We
are not alone in our protest. To the honour of the public
spirit of France and Italy be it said, that these two
nations are speaking with us in the cause ofcormmon
humanity. I-da not feel, and cannot feel, that the
Powers of Burope, shall I say the Governments of Europe, |
really represents the sentiment of the people of Burope.

And as much may be said,though not speaking as a party
politician, as much may be said of our own. Mr. Ba 1four's
lettef to the Archbishop of Canterbury does not represent |
the sentiment of his own follgwing;and I cannot but feel
that if our Govermment were to actland act strenuously
tumorrow’in obedience to the last resolution, in accordance
with the resolution which will be passed t9~night/they
would have behind thﬁ%ﬂa united Empire. Tor how comes it
that the rule of the é;ﬂfﬁh has been permitted in Burope

s0 long. This important question is only part of a

large question. The answer is because of the traditional
policy of Great Britain, a policy which dates back for
nearly a century. 1878 was not the beginning of the

present state of things by any means. But in 1878 we

took a further step in our mistaken policy of acting as

the Macedonian Trusteas,and the direet result was that

we threw #he back the district under the rule of the Turk.
We shrunk from the big Bulgaria because of the possible
designs of Russia. HNow we see that as usual our diplomacy
has made a 222 migtake, and a big Bulgaria would have been
the means of maintaining British prestige instead of
deatroying it. Im have now given the outline of an

appeal which will presently take the form of a resolution
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The poliecy of the Sultan is never short of extermination.
See how he goes about his work. The telegrams fron
Yonastir aideew allow us to make some conception of the
situation.
: Now it is pretty clear that the Sultan's policy is
éta destroy the Slav population of Macedonia. There have
| been jealousies and feuds between the races inhabiting
' the digtricts, but it is the common duty of Christian
peocple to safe the Bulgars from extermination, if only
because these peoplelwho are the majority of the populatima
have shown spirit enough to stand up against the Turks.
What is it that we could expect Great Britain to do. In
the first place to vindicate herself. We have a solemn
moral duty in regard to Macedonia and it is g\duty which
would be recognised by the European ?awers{wg;eaking as
a layman, [ may say, We have a right, an undoubted right,
|which I think Austria and Russia would concede, as the
;principal signatory in Berlintte intervention on behalf
\of the oppressed people. And in any case whether we
intereene or not it is only a2 matter of time. Those
people who have taken up arme as a last and desperate
resource must in the end prevail. Bulgarias must be drawn
intomthe struggle, but freedom cannot be crushed. ir
Pngland stands out of this battle for liberty, some other
Power will intervene in the name of humanity and carry
away the credit which should be ours. We have been care-
: o \?ful enough of our materialvinterests. We have just finished
e la great war at a great cost. I was one of those who
believed, at that time, and I believe now that my country's
gquarrel was just (Loud cries of "No", and "it was unjust®

and disorder which lasted for some time). I had no

intention of introducésg a subject of centrévefsy, but I
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did it with the view of illustrating - = = = = = =

SIR EDWARD FRY: I have no doubt that Mr. Campbell will not
pursue the subject. I quite agree that it is not aa Leloriny, /<
element to the present aubject/and I have no doubt that
it will not be further introduced.

THE REV. R.J. CAEPBELL# I had not the faintest intention of
introducing controversy at all, but of illustrating my
point which is briefly this, that whether we were right
or wrong (interruption), I hope you will give me an
opportunity of saying what I arose to say, whether we

were right or wrong the war was not popular in Europe, 1

must say that. (;iwvégA 446}¢“7£4$;7)

SIR WDWARD FRY: I nmust ask you to allow lr. Campbell to
proceed, I am quite sure that he will not follow the

subject.

THE REV. R.J.CAYPBELL: Iffhgentlemen yeou would only allow ne
to proceed they would find it rather in their favour than
in mine. Europe then refused to believe in our disg=-
interestedness, we have a chance of showingat the present
time that we can be disinterested. We-have~-a-ehanee-of-
I fear that $ha% the prestige of ¥Fngland as the traditional
champion of oppressed nationalities has somewhat sunk; and
my feeling is this that if England should now show that,
without any axe of our own to grindfcr any interest 05 our
own to serve, she was ready to intervene on behalfl of
oppressed Macedonian, we she would right herself in the
eyes of Burope. With that end in view we should urge
upon the Government two things - perhaps I ecan only apeak

Pl L7
for myself in mentioning the former = first
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intervention -~ the sooner the better;- and secondly to
press upon the European powers the adoption of the policy

which has been outlined from this platform to-night.

In regafd to the first of these I do not mean that
we should seek to occupy any territory; but I believe
that the only argument to which the Sultan evér listens
is the argument of force, and if necessary we should display
the force at Constantinople, and it should be employed
forthwith to save the lives of the remmant of the Macedonian

people.

¥hile we are hesitating\and consultingland writing

letters and holding public meetings about this question,
men and women and children are perishing. Our intervention
A

it it iz to e effective/shculd go without delay. As

a rule we interfere after the war and not before. i G

?we could intervene now by a.&isplay of forces at

e e T

Constantinople, we might save nntald wagste and misery

| 1ater. I would that the Government should demand the

immediate withdrawal of the 300,000 Turkish troops from

Bulgarian bordersi and then secondly let us call _ppon
/oroc i

the Government to presgs with urgency upon the aat%q&r

and particularly upon ‘fustria and Ruasia’the adoption ef

the very moderate policrjp which has been demanded by the

Vacedonian Committees, namely the appeintment of a

S /

Christian Government, & responsiblelnot to the Sultan

but to the Powers.

We do not come here to criticise(er eendamn,§e~e

- or to denouncez®k the Government, though you will not suspect

me of insincerity when I say that some of us have very
small reason to love the Government. But I feel, however,

the truth of what ir. Br}ee has said, that the heart of
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England is right in this matteq and the heart of the
individual members of His Majesty's CGovernment too. There
are other reasons perhaps which cannot be entered into

in a public assembly for hesitation and delay. But I
would think that as we did wrong in 1878 we might have

the courage to do H=e right nag}be the consequences what
they may. The factes are too plain to be ignored. Our
responsibility is too great to be huddled out of sigh&}
and I would that Mr. Balfour an# Lord Lansdowne would
realize’aﬂ I suppose, they must in time realize, the whole
power of the un%ted sentiment of the nation is behind

them in any acﬁzgiat they may take. We only know in ]
this matter that we owe a solemn duty to ourselves and

to those oppressed peoples and to God. I would call

upon the Government to listen to the voice of this great
meeting which mppresses for immediate justice in the cause

of freedom, justicgland right.
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/A ' ¥R, EVELYN ASHIEY There is so much talent and so much
knowledge on this platform to~night that I think I shall
best further the cause that we have so very deeply at
heart by being extremely brief on this occasion. But
I appear before you like my friend Mr. Br\ice as tather
a link with the past/ and I appeal to the past for this
reason{ that in the past we see what ought to be our
policy in the present. TUwenty seven years ago as Mr, .
Brylce told you,I spoke fram;bhis platform with the late
Duke of Westninster in 1873. at the evening meeting o=
wlﬂ‘ah my father, Lord Shaftesbury w@s in the Chan-, and lr.
awy by that snd-we secured
Gladstone Z was-—thcn\agitatiﬁ pemewhat Tor Bu garia what
she has got now. What has she got now? She has got at
any rate freedom, justice, eivilizatian/ and happinesa.

We have only to take the same line and persevere in the

same way and we shall do the same for Macedonia .

But I have a further link in the past. I was
private Secretary to Lord Palmeston, the Prime ."ﬁ,.ﬁ;inister/ “
when he made the Lebdnon arrangement, which has secured
that which you are now seeking on behalf of lMacedonia.
I rejoice fg{' this great meeting, because it shows me that
I am wrong in what I was afraid of. I was afraid very
much that Eﬁ:zglandl like an old man was merely getting
cynical, egotiética}./ and did not care for anything that
did not interfere with her material prosperity. That is
not so. Ve see a great moral remonstrance which shows
that the moral fibre of England was right. I remamber/
as Lord Palmerston's secretary one of the things which \1
made me admire him more thun anything, was this/-when an I
old man nearly eighty he was as much aroused by any appeal {
of eruelty and injustice as he was when he was twenty. A

not ;
mEn or & nation up to advanced age, to have these sentiment
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is a deteriorating man and a decadent nation. We are ?&L@
pre-pramised to-night. I heard a great cheer just now;
for the sentiment, "Oh, anything for an hour of Gladstone".
I applaude that. And I would like to have an hour of
Palmerston too. I am not going to follow the beaten
track which was so ably dealt with by ¥r. Bryce and
others. But all that I say is this; in our Bulgarian
agitation of 1876 we had an obstacle which we have not

got now. The Prime ifinister of that day was scornful

of all the accounts; he openly derided them; he called
them "coffee~house babble”,which aroused many of us very
much; and he actually tried to suppress any expression of
national feeling. That is not the case to-day. In that
letter quoted =& very often to-night of the present Prime
Minister, he says in that letter, although I think that
letter is not what I should have written myself(fI

daresay my literary capacity would have been less - but

my feeling would have been strongég) How-—ever in that

is this; ¥
letter,what he says’ I do not object to meetings. We

thank him for thaxiwie are much obliged to him. Well

we have held one to—night/and we reply to him in ?ia
enquiry;/7}es’81r, go on with no"philosaphic doubg but

go on. You are in the hands of Providence, you repre=
sent the great English nation; go on and tell Europe

that the English nation disapproves of its going on, con=-
demns it as her moral sentiments are injured; and calls
upon the nations of Europe to rally round her:' I am sure
that our Prime Ninister means well, but he has not got the
sacred fire in him. [E am going to be very short, and 1

do not want to travel over beaten ground. There are same
people who say to us "Oh, we cannot help Macedonia; it is

) :
noe good givéng her autononyje%xltlmx ig the Jjustification
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for the abominable thing that was done in,lB??E) because
e e o
the sects are so split up and vid-widispyies with one
another; there is no harmony and no accordr-J/they cannot
go on", Do not listen to them. It is perfectly true
that the persons who live in ¥acedonia are different
in their views and race; but thejr active hostility to
one another has been the direct result of their rulers;
the Turkish Government, for its own ends and objects has
constantly envenomed the sentime nts and blown up the fires
and tried to maeintain this discord instead of appeasing
it. Give them freedom and liberty/and make them realise
that they can walk ab—out and live as responsible human
beings. They will have their differences/juat as you
and I have ghown that we have differences. Still we do
not murder each other for it - we behave like Christians.

—

{Another point I should like to mention is this: it is
atrocities
said that both parties are guilty of extreme preceedings-
and viclencg/and that the balance is doubtful on which
side it lies, and it is for that reason that we are
not to go in to the help of the Macedonians. But is there

no responsibility of a ruling Powe;% ‘Do you tell me that

2. Ccepaks

a Power is fit to rule who givwes its subjects, slaves
/

they may belrising in their revolt, and as slaves allays

AAA

to follow suit and submit to atrocities worse than slaves

exceeding the bounds thatk%i/think propes'that they are

have ever don&{ By that %ery argument whey prove to me
that they are unfit to be a ruling Power. If they cannot
control these men and these soldiers they cease to be a

civilizing Power.

Now I have no doubt that in the proposals that we
are making now which we mrge upon the Gavernmengﬁzo come

/
forward and obtain autonomy for the lacedonians, we do not
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>’1~ the:§;zeraint% which he has had for
the last 30 or 40 yea;;. We had a discussion latdy about
suzeraint% and it all amounted to nothing in particular,’
and we have no objection to the Turks having suserainty
so long as the Macedonians are governed by European
Christians. But there may be difficulties - I do nbtt
deny it. Bu However difficulties are meant for
statesmen to overcome. VWhak is the good of you calling
yourself a statesman if you cannot overcome difficulties
that come before you. You are bound to do it/and you
can do it. But whatever the difficulties may be there
is one greater difficulty, the greatest of all difficulties
and that is the difficulty of imagining that this British
natieg,after all our traditions,after all our beliefs,
our love of freedom and sympathy with oppressed nationali-
ties/shoul& 8it still while these things are going on.

Sir Fdward Try put the Resolution to the Meeting

PE——

and declared it carried unanimously.
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LORD STANMORE: The resolution which I have beenasked
to move is thus worded: "That the action taken by Great
Britain in la?a,and her obligations uncer the Treaty
of Berliﬁlrequire her to take such steps as may be in her
power to arrest the massédcres of non-combatants and the

devastation now proceeding in Macedonia, and make it her

duty in the first instawce to urge upon the other Powers

which signed the Treaty of Berlin the advantage of some such

policy as that suggested in the foregoing resoclution®™.

Now that is a resolution which is couched in terms of
studied moderation. It is.one not open to the unworthy
taunt which has been hurled at the heads of some of those
who -are among the leaders in the movement in which we
are taking a part; that we are actuated less by sympathy
fo- Bulgarians than by haatiiif7 +. o His Majesty's
Government. IHis resolution affords no hold for such an
imputation as that. We do not ask the Government to under:
take impossibilities. We do not point to them exactly the
lines which they should take. Ve ask them to take swch
steps as may be in their power whatever those steps may be;
and with a dignity worthy of such a meeting as thiﬁ,wa
decline to condemn befeore we know emactly what the facts
are. What has been done (whic}z may be more than we think)
what the obstacles have ﬁeen,<whidh may be greater than
we chose to imaginéiﬁéut though we do not ask from the
ﬁavernmentv1mpassibilitieé, though we do not prescribe
to them the course of action, we do ask, nay,we demand ,
.that they should take some steps,that they should dismiss
for ever from their thoughts the idea that what is called
the irreducible minimum can be brought forward in the
pregent state of things. Ve say tq%ham.this: you must

press upon the nations of Europe that the rule of the Turk

|




a8 a rule, must cease in those provinces. Let his red flag
remain there for a time if you like, and his nominal suzerczuzé’
@Geridy remain, but do not leave him with a shred of
effective power. And that is what we ask and demand of the
Governent that they shall press upon the ather{g%wers of
Burope, that they shall say tc those Powers who held back
in the matter "Your responsibility is not perhaps as great
as ours/but in some way it is even éreater; It is greater
because you are the nations who are.ﬁuat on the borders of
Turkey and on you depends the possibllity of immediate
zction ‘more than upen any other Power.® They are responsi=
ble/for they have all signed the Treaxyzsg‘which;{i;e a
party, but do not let us £fyf/ forget our responsibility.
That is a point which we want to press upon the Government.
That'is the peint this resolution is directed teo namely,

t8 ¢all to mind that we are mers than any other nation
responsible for the present position of the Turks in
Europe. It is not an affair as one af the speakers said,

of yesterday @ It is not an affair of the last few years;
it goes back much further than that. w%lhavg bslstered up
tﬁe Turkish power for the lést 60 y@aré‘and ﬁd?e/and in so
doing we had incurred the grave resPonaibility; we'have :
incurred the rigat to insist that that Power which we had

'Irestored should not be exercised to produce the misery
| of its subjects. T 7

| But our responsibilities have gane.further -1 ﬁés@

% not dwell upon them for they have been mentioned alreaiff
_i In 1839 and 1840 we saved the Sultan from the success of a
; ‘lgreat rebel, In 1854 we saved him from &xternal attack.
| In 1878 we came to his help when beaten; and all through

we have been the instrument of keeping up th&t‘WﬂECﬂf§0

years ago was demounced by John Bright as a filthy| = J

Sk
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It was denounced by the Prime lMinister of the day as
radically vicious and abominable, but which yet neverthe~
1ess,for the last fifty years has gone on and existed
when it ought to have disappeared, and altogether owing to

our support. I wish to say this that a remedy,6 one so simpls,

/
80 easy, if the Powers of Europe meant to adopt it, could
be carried out. We have seen how it has worked already,

and as has been pointed out,6 peace, prosperity and order,
have succeeded, butl appreasion/miarule’an& anarchy Las
disappeared wherever that experiment has been tried,
nawmely by appointing an independent governor respoﬁsible/
not to the Sultanybut to the Powers of Europe. That has
been said so often before that I will not dwell upon it-and
I think after what Mr Ashley hasg said, I may say that I too,
like him belon: to the past generation rather than the
present. I do not think that it is needful to say much

of what I had intended to say with regard to the utility

of the principal objections which are urged against the
possibility of interference in this case. I S&% as Hr
Ashdgy says and I say it as an old man very -arly brought
in close contact with great affairs = don't you believe

one wgrﬂ of it. I have seen the same thing repeated in
almost the same words , in the same newsparer Fifty and

sixty years ago that gwe see to-day. We were told that the
people could nevsr agree. We were told that it was
hopeless to introduce a government. Look at the resulta()
’fhere have been forty years of peace and order. We were
told thgﬁ.ﬁnsalemen and Greeks were 8o mixed in Crete that
yngﬁzt up ne orderly goverment among them. Has that been
the case? No. And here I come te the end of my speech and
to the j'pamt whieh I wish to enforce that that is what our
eyes must be set on, that is the point to which our aim
nust béfdirasteé. Do not let us disperse it in other ways,

but bﬁigg to bear all the forces we can command upon that

B
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one point, namely the insisting uvron the appointment in.
those regions of a governor responsible to the Powers of
Europe and irresponsible to the Sultan of Turiey.

One single word more, I do not think after what has -
been said it is necessary that I should say anything about
the chernmengstrust in Turkish promises. They must know
now fully what they are workh, I only mention it for this

greatly :
reason, that they(iﬁcrease our responsibilities. We have
gsolemn engagements with Turkey/in,which Turkey has promised
us over and over again things which she has not perfbrmed.
After 18§4Win the Treaty of Peace}we asked for promises
that the Christians throughout the land should be treated
on an equality with lohammedsns. That was put into an
Article of the Treaty and guaranteed. We know how that
promise has been kept. Again in 1878 there was a solemn
guarantee for the introduction of reforms in Armenia. All

of us know what those reforms were.

SIR EDWARD FRY: A telegram has been placed in my
hands which it would be wrong for me to suppress. It is
received from Maidenhead and is in these terms" "Hearty
greetings of Maidenhead and District Free Church Council.

Passing similar resolutions. Lewis, President.”
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MR WILL CROUKS, ¥.P.: I secénd this resolution with
period in our

settled convictions. We have arrived at a/ A
history when it is absolutely necessary for the British
public to supply some back-bone to a Government to carry
out the resolutions. I amnot here to say a word that would
help tha_%ﬁnistry out of gffice, bat I am here to say a word
or two té-help them to carry out their obligations. The
resolution that has been put before you'we have been teld,
is moderate in the extreme, Very well, we must be a little
forecible in our language, that is all, We either want it
carriesd aut/or we are going to toast our toes and satisfy
ourselves that we have done everything we can. I do not
believe we have. We are a nation = at least I have been
told , of.Eﬁpire buil&ersi and when we have a little
domestic i;b like g%binet‘making it is too much for them.
We are indscd und;; an obligatian;we have stewd security for
the bad behaviour of the Turks more than 50 years. We have
paid’and shed blood/and sacrificed our sons andczz? brothers
to uphold the rule of the Turk. I would regret st this
moment if we were taken away on a side isau%'as we were
in 1876 -~ 7 - 8, when Mr Gladstone's burning words had
stirred the nation from end to end  and someone came along
and said we were not in earnest and he manufactured a word
thagﬁas frequently put us off the Christian track,
namely, the Jingo and the Anti~Jinge, and how we sung and
bawled at every man who took the side of Mr Gladstone. You
remember those great meetings in Hyde Park when friend
Bradlaugh took his life in his hand, ghr memory is indee
short’and we are soon taken off the ééject of a great
meeting like this, But after an experience such as we have
hud, an experience that teaches us that if we once forget
our obligations,paople who have by mere accident secured
power, will use that power to their advantage and against the

whole community. We must not forget our obligations. Are
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not dhe words as true to-day as when they were used on
Blackheath by lr Gladstone: "I confess stmight away a pang
and feeliﬁg of jealousy that I had when Russia went to war
with the Turk, because I believed then, as I believe now,
that England is the greatest country and the greatest Power
in the VWorld for good if she will exercise itf A friend in
the Hall has been zood enough to hand to me a copy of those
words used by ¥r GlaBtone. He said that it should be the
~duty of civilised Hurope to say te¢ the unspeakable Turk;
”.Héver again shall the hand of violence be raised by you;
never again shall the flood=gates be opened by you; never
again shall the refinements of cruelty be exercised by you
for the purpose of making men miserable in Bulgaria®.

We all know what diplomatic language is. So convenient is
that language that I am told it is perfectly honest and it
may be that it is. I am one of those sceptical individuals
who judge by results and not by language used. The ambiguity
of the Treaty and the letter of the Prims Minister has been
referred to. It is a kind of thing that an eminent lawyer
would revel in. You can argue it from both sides., We are
asked to consider the'%alance of criminality:lbelightfulf
In a Christian country the'ialance of criminalité,when two
men fight and one is vanguished the vieter é% the right to

outrage the women and the children! Talk to me of the balance
of eriminality: I will have none of it. As with individuals
80 with nations. @hate#er we do we always boast about it .

We can clack a bit you know, we really can. We have said

that Bngland would sacrifice its blood and ifts treasure in
the interest of liberty and of Justicey And I glory in the
fact that it iaiae. If we were to to walk from this Hall
tonight and saw two brutes fighting,and saw the greater

brute of the two well heaten‘we should be content. But if

the victor walred across the road and commenced to assault
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the wife of the one who was beaten,we should be on the job
jimmediately. We have a right to worship as our c nsciences
dictates. T at is the fundamental principle in this country
of ours, and has been so for longer than most of us who are
here can remember, WVhy is it convenient to forgatf What is
the matter with the people? We are making an apreal now !
a demand, We have, as I said before, made ocurselves
responsible'and ~@ have paid. Now surely rere is a time when/
late, as we are, we can impress upon the nations of the
world that we have some moral feeling; that we do believe
that Great Britain has always existed for the making and
creating of laws which should be a terror to eviledoers,
and no injustice to an honest man. We all believe that at
bottom. Well, then, why don't you act up to it? We are
going to send these resolutions on, If ever a man, if ever a
number of men wanied to put this christian nation in the
forefront of liberty and justice now is the tiwe. This is
no time for philosophy. It is a time for work and to do it.
And we will have the intense satisfaction of knowing to-
morrow that if the Prime Kinister sent a Joint Hote to the
Powers that have been named to=night, he would know that he
was backed not only by the rains of the nation but by |
the mass of the people like mys8lf who are supposed to have
none, I remember not so long agu’whes the Prime Minister
himsalﬁ whnen he was asked wh# he allowed certain things to
go on, why he did not interfere to protect the people who
were assaulted, his answer was: "There is a limit to human
endurance®, And a limit has now arri.ved and the people of
this couniry are determined if ncot by him,then by other men
who may ascend there,to carry out the obligationsthat

were placed uvron us by the Treaty #f 1878.
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SIR T, BESEER BUXTOH: Allusion has already been made
to the meetings that took place in this Hall in 1876 in
reference te a very similar subject. It haprened to me to
have the privilsge of being on this platform and taking &
part in those maeting;/and I owe it to that fact that I have
the honour of an invitation to be here this evening. But 1
am not géing to presume upon that to occupy you at any
Iength. & I would merely touch upon two peints: I would ask
yoa.te read and to digest and take in ths gpseches that we
have b@eﬂ listening to to=night. If I Mlgnt touch upon a
preference, Iwould allude to the complete and exhaustive
apaadh of Professor Bryce, and I wish to émpress ny entire
ccncurrance with it. Well then I want 1t to be understood
_that thia is a national meeting, a great London meeting,
far ahéve any party meeting; and I want to say that supportors
rlaf the Government and op onents of the CGovernment are not
hera és guch. We are here because we have our sympathies
‘drawnvaut by the same sort of outrages and iniquities which
‘ Qaussﬁ’great meetings to come together 37 y-ars ago. And : 4
’wiSh to maintain it was not a party meeting got up for
party purposes; and I hope you will agree with me that I
may say 80, inspite of some who endeavoured &nd have
attempted to meke it a purty meeting. We began this meeting
by hearing some letters read. Perhaps I may say that those
letters were read by my son and therefore you have had
quzte enough of one family for this evening. I beg to

‘£¥§pﬂﬁ’the resolutien.

SIR EDWARD FRY; You have heard the resolution read.
I now declare it carried
neming con tra di€ente.
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THE BISHOP OF HEREFPORD: The resolution which I have

the privilege of putting before you is to this effect:

#That having regard to the imminent danger of
famine among the éggﬁig%g refugees of HMacedonia, relief is
Udgently called for, and that the Balkan Committee be
requested to organise a fund to meet the prevailing
distress.” Tis resolution nseds no advocacy in any meeting
of Englishmen and English wom&nrandheast of all I think in thi§“
magnificent meeting which has come here to-night through the
érenching rain to expressrtheir pity for that down-trodden
pecplg and their indignation that that condition continues.
This resolution raises no question as to how the Sultan is
to be stopped from his doing or how this or thatgreat
Pgwer of Europe is to be stirred; how the Czar of Russia
is 1o be persuaded (o exercise his immense power in this

that great and strong man, ‘

matter; how the Zmperor of Germany/(is to be made to feel !
his responsibility in the matter. This resolution raises
none of those questions, It is a resolution that depends |
entively upon ourselves to  carry into effect. And more
than that it is a resolution that tests our individual
sPncerity in the matter. And in proportion as we realise
this resclution which #s I hold in my hand, I venture to
think we shall be doing more than simply velieving the
 remnant of that down-trodeen race. We shall be doing an act
which is in complete accordance with the traditional spirit
of English freedom and of the greatness of the English
nation. I read the other day some words which were well and j
nobly spoken in the cathedral of St Paulgf%gi spreacher |
said: "The greatness of a nation does not consist in the
number of its people; neither does it consist in the cxtent
of its territories; nor in the accumulation of its wealth,
but it consisis in the breadth and the depth and the justice

of its cemgassiﬁnﬁéyéﬁd s0 I hope that while we are doing :é
what we can to persuade our Government to do their part, 4}
|
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we shall be,do our part in this great work of Christian
campasaioné and more than that my friends I need not say

in this assenbly on behalf of this resclution. But before I
8it down I do desire to add a word or twé on the gen=ral
questions I feel I have to confess it as we all feel,I think
in this Hal%,that during the last nine months the Government
of our Couniry might have done more than they seem to have
done. That is my feelinggx am bound to speak freely on the
matter. As we have been reminded we are here not as
belonging to any Party in the country}but as Christians,;
and I venture to think, my friends, that I am standing here
as you are, here to~night/in support of our Government when
I say I cannot but feel that our Governuent ought to have
done moﬁe on our behalfo I say it in the hope that we should
atimulaﬁg them to do more in the future; and when I think of
theéﬁévernmant, the two names in particulur naturally occur
to ushvywé cannot but think of our Prime Minister , who is
our 1eaéer on all great occasions, and we ca:not 13Zé§§nee-
tion but think of our Foreign Secretary, because he is our
mouth=piece., ¥Well, then, I think of those two meﬁ/and I
desire to stimulate and to support them. We have lately

read the letter of the Prime Minister, which has been alluded
to to=night. We cannot allude to it too often because of
its importancey js I read that letter to our Archbisheop in
reply to his appeal, I felt, as I read it, how well incline&
our Primg ¥inister is, ®"Almost thou persuadest me™, But, my
friends,fﬁhis iz not a time for "almost® :It is not a time
for any ﬁairﬂsplitting.arguments; it is not an occasion feor
any phil@ssphic doubting. We cannot simply,on an occasion
like this,express henevélent sentiments and wash our hands
of it. ?hese thinge have appeared in history on critieal

nccasiqhs_again and again, but never s~ with creditable

8, And these are not
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the things out of which the great moral forces\of the

world are made; and it is not out of such sentiments that

the greatness of England has been made, Nor is it by this

that they will be maintained. And so I say lel. us stimulate
our Prime Minister to show more spirit, and more earnestness,
and more strenuous action in this matter. And that is what

I mean when I say the Government ought to do more. And turn=
ing to Lord Lansdowne, I say the Government ought ﬁe strengthell
his hands, I haéi the privilege of listening to Lord tansdowne
in the hHouse of Lords last March on this very question, when
we were pointing out what was already happening six months

agoe; and I could not help trinking in listening to him how
genuine!and sincere,and earnest he was in his desire to do

all that could be done to benefit this unhappy people,

Let us not forget that. But I cannot but feel, when I }emembeﬁ@
that his cn}leagues ought to have done more to st -engthen

his hands) there was any cause in which they might have
given him a big revolver,this was the one.

But, my friends, my point is this : that we are here
tonight to strengthen his hands,te give him the support,
which I believe he desires and which I hope he will use with
effective results., And I venture to emphasise this for
é moment because the other day 1 read in the'&iméé newspaper
what I cannot but feel a very misleading and mischievous
letter which stated withreference to the four letters written
by four Bishaps'that the writer supposed that those four
letters were a preconcerted attack upon Lord Lansdowne, and
as he humourously said, from the. s left wing of the English
Church. Just imagine,two of the representatives of these
letters were the Bishop of Worcester and the Bishop of
Durham e just imagine those two Bishops nestling under the
left wing of the English Church. I say writers of this kind

are mischievous writers on great occasions, What were those

44,




u

letters, and the sgimilar letters from great leading bcn-

conformists from all quarters of the religious world = what

were they? They were the common cry of our moral responsibility

and our moral indignation. AM I thank God that that cry is
going up from every Chuvch in the land, and from every chapel
in the land., And it is going up from every Christian home
whenever the family meets for prayer. Yes, my friends, it is
a comon cry, and we say how long - how long ;gﬁg the
Christian rulers of Burope suffer these abominations teo.
continue?

One other wor& I should k4&s like to say. I wonder how,
by the grace énd the Providence of God, the heart of such men
as the Czar of Russia and the Emperor of Germany can be
touched. The Emperor of Germany, in his powerful position,
cuuld put an end to these things if he would, and we should
like to think that the Grandson of Queen Victoria was using
his great power and should not go doﬁn to posterity as the
close friend of ABdul Hamid.

But I return to the rsolution with which I began. What=
ever else may be done or left undone, you and I can
at anyrate do the part of the good Samaratin. Let us not go
away from this meeting to-night and forget, but let us
endeavour teo do it; and whilst we do let us never cease to
claim from our Rylers that they(toc/ahall do their part in
a way that is worthy of the English name, For we believe
(I think I speak the sentiments of every one of you) that
ié these Turkish misdoings are to be allowed to continue, if
Turkish cruelty and Turkish lust are to stain those fair
landsany longer, why,then,there will remain the stain of
an indelible perscnal disgrace upon every crowned and
anointed Christian Soveriegn im Europe who allows, who
aeqnieacesrin this continuous state of misrule; and the same
stain of personal dishonour will remain on every responsible

staté%an, of every one of those countries who connive at
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at this pelicy; or who does not do his utmost to put an end

to it. And nmy friends,to come nearer home, the stain of

personal discredit will remain upon every free people like
yéu and ne if we stand idly b& and let those things continue

to be done, for so ws shall declare that we are unworthy

of all the manifold benefits which our God has bestowed
upon us in this free country, and that we are unworthy eof

our freedom,
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¥R H.N.BRAILSFORD: Ny only title to address you tonight
is that I have seen in Macedonia mys:1f, during the early
months of this summer, something of the misery which has
ended at length in fhe general rising. The spectacle of
thatfmisery left in my mind one overwhelming impression,
and that is,that the mischief of Turkish mispgovernment is
not the fremd fruit of simple incapacity, is nol the §§u1t of
negligence; it does not come from mere lack of eéucatian,
and cannot be remedied by the substitution of better

officials for those who to=day are carrying cut the work,

. The real cause of Turkish misgovernment springs from a very

much simpler cause than any of those I have named, and that
cause is greed. You have to deal with a conguering race
whichyin the villages(in the towms, in the vilgyeis, in the
seats of Government, is living on the labour of a subject
pepulation. It has its various =énde-of ways of exacting a
tribute. It is scmei}m@s exacted by the gendarmerie, some=
times bf the rural %ﬁagjxéﬁywhe live in the villages, soue=
times in the courts of Justice, most of w&ll by the landlords.
But in all these matters it is livings on the people; and as
long as we allow this tradition of ascendeney to acntinug/
no patchingf)and no meddling, no improvement blwé can
pessibly come in the condition of .the subject population.
This system of ascendency is written on the faces of the
pea&antry’and.upon the houses of their villages. Macedonia
is @ rich country. You will find as you approach a village,
& laborious population, cultivating with cureful fiﬁgers

its maize(aﬁa its taﬁaeee,and its wheat. There is everything
that the village can use/an& much that the village can sell;
It is only when you come into the houses of the inhabitants.
that you begin te enquire into what chennels has this wealth

run, You look around, and you see a simple hut of mud and

~ timber; the floor is all mudi the windows for the most part
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non-axistant; and of furniture there is none, unless perhaps

a cradle, a few pots, and a mat on which the inhabitants

sleep. You go among them and you enquire from them by what
} .

A ecn wea bt hag |
chammels ebbed away from them; where the industries have gone;

where tﬁi‘d&ya spent in anxious labour,from momming to
evening, with scarcely a siesta,—~how it comes that it is
not represgented by anything visible to the eye? The first
answer will be, the tax-gatherer; and perhaps you will be told
that he has been there the other day; he has raised at one
swoop the dues that should have come guarterly; he hus camied
away probably one third of the esrnings of the peasant

family in the yecar., And then you ask about the peolice, and
you may be told that the police is some Abbanian brigand

who has come from the mountains, and who recéives a yearly
raﬁsomé in return for which he denies himself the privilege
of preying upon the inhabitants of that village/ané éives
them a little perfunctory protection “rom the other and more
distant labours on the mountains. There is still a more
fruitful gmxree&;:nquiri in the village Ilséd=mc—t—Selieve
Faab—it—was the relations between the peasants and their
1andlerds£%;§é they will tell you about their exactions.
Hr!@a1faur has told us about the mixture of races, I saw in
en; village how that mixture came about, Pifty yeérs ago,when
putting our money on the wrong horse,in the Crimea, there
swooped down upon this little village an Albanian Chief

with his retinue, They mﬁdered half the inhabitants; they
burnedhalf the houses;&they settled down in the remainder.
The peasants whe before had owned the scil#beeame their serfs,
and beasts of burden. Half their produce had to feed) the Bey
and the brigand followers. These same followers becane the
policemen of the village,in whose hands the order and
security of this Christian population rested. ?hey held in
their hands knives, and in their houses rifles. The

Christians were forbidden to own so much as a table~knife

48.



You .can imagine what this system was when you came to the
daily questions of daily life. A man is swamoried at the
instance of a Mussdlman neighbour; he refuses to ans er.
There is no reﬁress.’iﬁe Policemen are the retainers of
the Bey. The Bey himself is the magistrate. There is no
Court to which the mencan appeal. But perhaps it does not
happen very often. Bs%k Etnen the Mussdlman does not often
require to draw his knife., He receives from day to day the
humb®3 obedience of a man, who iz without the.peé&f of
through
redress or the power to revenge himself. And aa¢fhe ordinary
rapge of ordinary life. Little Bulgar allows a little
rovbery, a little occasional violence, until a band comes
round and finds this peasant burning with the wrongs that he
Aas saffered, and he puts a rifle in his hand and he becomes
& free hand, but he behaves as a slave population in revolt
always will behave; he knows what he risks in raising the
flag of revolution, Atrocities are nothing new to him. The
tradition of many years, the tradition of centuries has
told him what to expect when he raises his hand against the
Turk. He knows that his women and his children will be
subject to dishonour; he knows that his village will be
burnedi he knows that his relatives will be driven into the
mountains. And still he rises. He has no choice. He is
driven in despair to this gamble with death. And,as he fands
fights, he kmows that he h:s left in the mountains thﬁzmds
of his women dafencelesa'without provisions. I have heard
to=day, from a traveller who returned from Macedonia, what
hasbeen going on in the vilayet Monastir. There have been
sweeping movements in some directions; villageshave been
raged and flattened with the ground. In ash#;;;, towns have
been burned. In all, at least 40,000 homeless peasants have
fled to the mountains, They are living,as I have seen the
peasants living in Crete, on { ) and snails and any
little wild fruit that they can contrive to pick up. Unless
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we can reach them, every one of those 40,000 peasants is
doomed to a certain destiny; and there is no mcans of reach=-
ing them unless thelégvernmant will force the hands of the
Turk*. He does not:;ean that his viectims shall be succoured.
It#ia necessary not only to raise funds on behalf of those
refugees, but also that we should compel our Government

to insist that the money shall be distributed; and if we
fail in either part of this task, tre certainty that awaits
us in the future of Hacedonia will be neitrer autonom  nor
partition = there will be nothing more to diaeuazf the

future of Macedonia will be simply the cooling of its ashes.
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MR T.P.O'CONNOR, M.P.: I did not come to=-night with any
intention of speaking, but as I was present, and as I was
pressed tq speak, I thought it was desirable to say that
the members of the nationality and the Party to whigh I belong
are in full sympathy with the people of this country in the
attempt they are making to relieve the people of Macedonia.

My friend, Mr Bryce, raised this Qﬁeatian in the closing
days of the,last Session of Parliament, and an attempt was made
to try and strengthen the hands Gf~thef§§vernmant upon this
question., Now I must frankly say that whila I entirely respect
the proposition laid down that our business and our desire
is to strengthen the hands of the Gaverﬂmen sy I do not think
thlséqnation igs really going to be settled gither by our
own Government or by any of the Goveranments of the Continent.
I believe that this guestion must be taken out of their handﬁ
and put into the hands of the masses of the peonle, who, I
believe in every country of Europe, are in:fhvour of justice
being done. We have mcans of knowing what the opinion is in
this couniry. I do not believe that there is any difference
of opinion in any body of men in this épunmzy.;z think some
of us know what the feeling is of the masses of the people
in France. They desire that relief 3hauiﬁ be brought to the
pebple of Macedonia. We have heard a gac& deal ayeut the
sction of the éavernment of Bussia. Well, Sir, I ﬁélieve
vhatever may be the motive of the action er"thﬁ in;ctiaa
of the Government of Russia, there is no doubt as tﬂ\what
the gympathies of the peoples and the masﬁgﬁ cf Rnssia‘ars.
Their own nawspapers ars,ggizn undegLatricﬁ e cennar*
ship of thatcountry, beginning to give vent‘gg_what is the
raeal feeliﬁg7 I believe., of thepeople there, and that
feeling is that it is nothing shert of a erims:aa the part
of Russia to sit still and see people of their own race

and their own creed massdcred,

83.



Whét does all that mean? It would be idle to say that
these Governments are acting from a want a{fggirit of
humanity, or from anything like a spirit of cruelty.

I do not believe there is a single man in any of those
¥inisteries whose feelinc s are not strong upon this question.
But , 4 all my experience of political 1life is this, that

no great movement of emancipation hag ever been made by the
voluntary actions of she Minietfries or of CGovernments;

they have always had to be forced upen Governments py

public opiniom. It would be idle to deny that t:-zis:‘é com=
plex qu@stion’and a difficult question. But, Sir, again, I
call upon my exp:rience of political life, and empecially

of politics with regard to the controversy of the East,

and my experience is this: the only safe thing for =
reformers to do in these matters is te*go right straight on,
to recognise the difficulty; but, at the same time, to see
and to proclaim that those difficulties arenot insuperable
and that Governments exist for the purpcse of courageously
tackling difficulties.

One of the preceding spearers made an observation in
which I cordially concureI think it was Lord Stanmore ———
and that is, that there never hasbeen a movement for the
emancipation of any portion of the peoples who are under the
rule of Turkey that has not been met by precisely the same
objection, precisely the same arguments, as are employed
to~day. What do we find? I am almost ashamed nowadays to
confess it, but I am one of an unfortunate band = 99 of them
80 that I err in a somewhat numerous band of a hundred members
that when the question of the emancipation of Crete was
hangingEin the balance, we sent a telegram to the King of the
Greeks, for the purpose of letting him understand that there
are at lead in the House of Commons a number of Members

who were determined to auppaft him and the people of Crete
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in the efforts for emancipation. But what happened? The
present Prime Ministef was then the Leader 6f the House of
Cormons. He got up and made speeches in the House of Commons,
which were almost word for word,and argument for argument,
and objection for objection, and apparently balancing
vacillatioh with vacillation, an equal division of gullt
between the Turk and the Christian that we saw in his letter
to the ArchBishop of Canterbury the other day. And if we
had stopped and listened to those objections, if we had
allowed this argument to weigh with us, if we had ceased
our agitation for the emancipation of Crete, which to~day is
free, it would still be enslaved, and still be oppressed.

There is another objection on which I think tit necessary
to say a word. There is not a man on this platform who has not
in some form or another signified his love for the Greek
cause, and has endeaveéured to advance thal cause so much
as in him lay. It is obhjected that ther%jgiéax, wide, and
even vicious differences of opinion and feeling, between the
different creeds of the different races in Hacedonia. It
would be uncandid to deny that st fact, But still, I call
upon the experience of every man in this ream,‘wha has
studied politics, and I laypthis down)that most differences
of race and creed are é;ravata& by an alien tyranny, and the
best way to get rid of them is to bring those people together
in the work of government.

¥hat is our duty at this hour? Are we without
lzssons in this matter? Is there a single man who does not
remember very distinetly what took place with regard to
Armenia, as not to helieve that we are actually going
for almost the same thing to=day. When we é%nted out the
difficulties and dangers in Aimania; wnen we pointed out
that sufferings would lead to massdcres = when massecres
did come, we asked that they should be stopped, and what

2
were we told. We were told that the gquestion couldnot be
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settiked,; that there were difficulties in the way; that there
was something to be said about balancing the guilt between
one side and the other; and all those arguments, which may i
speak for the codlness and the reascning, though I do not
thinﬁ for the soundness, but also spcke for the coldness

and the rigidity of the heart of Christian Burope. And the
reault;of this kind of reasoning was this, hundredsof thousands
of Armenisns, not men alone, not women aléne, as we know,

but children, babiesyho were cut to peices on the knee of
their mothers by the hordes sas of Turks and Bashi-Ba&aﬁk&;
aﬁd ali that massacre toock place, and Christian Europe,to its
gheme be it said,stood by with folded arms and angeliec

reasoning, and balancing the guilt. The guilt was yours,

&and the sufferings were those of Armenians; and, to-day,

1

the same thing is happenihg in Macedonia (Send the Fleet up
"

the Danube) I agree with him. I believe that the people and

the Ga#arnmenﬁ of Russia could be convinced. If the people
and the Government are convinced that they have behind

them not onlj the public opinion but the naval and military
forces of England enforcing justice upon the Turks, they may
take action against the Sultan,and this gu-stion ought te be
s=ttled in a very short time. .

My friend says:qgéﬂd the fleet: It is a éaringﬁgﬁba
bold pelicy. But I ask you tohreflect upon this; I do not
mention it as a ?arﬁisan; except as a partisan of justice
and liberty for this pécple; but I ask you to remember this
that this people had escaped tovfreedom’and were thrust
back te~sarvitud%'by the policy and the action of the
Government of this Country. And thersfore the forces

howny ferma
Englan%kuse& once on the side of slavery, it would be onliy
right that the Porces of BEngland should be used now on the
side of 1liberty.

Sir Edward Fry ééelared the resoclution to be carried

.—-———-/_-—-
unanimously.
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LORD FARRER: The Resolution which I have the honour to
move is perhaps the only one to=night that has not a tinge
of sadness about it. It is the following:

: Prime Minister andto the
*That the Resolutions be forwarded to the, Secretary of

State for Foreign Affairs, and that a Vote of )‘(I'ha‘n}.cs be
accorded to the Bishop of Worcester for taking the Chair,

and also to Sir Edward Fry ﬁs—‘-saﬁ-oee&éngf for also acting as
Chairman,®

The Resolution was seconded by the Rev. J.Scott Lidgett

and was carried unanimously.

Sir Edward Fry: Telegrams have been received from

various bodiss,and I now call upon lr Noel Buxton to read
them.

¥r Hoel Buxton: Telegrams have been recgeived from a
e B T

Committee of Greeks and Macedonians in London; From the
West Bristol Women's Liberal Association; From Professor
Gilbert Murray; from Mr Jasper More, M.P.; Mr F.N.Charington;

and from Lord Beauchamp.

(The proceedincs then terminated)
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The Revd.Rosslyn Bruce, M.A.

_ever?" "Is His promise come utterly to an end for evermore?"

15th NHovember 1903.

St Anne's, Seho.

4 "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?"

Psalm 1lxxvii.e.

The psalmist in the early part of this psalm repeats a
cry of doubt and misgiving. Over and over again he re-iter-
ates the same thought, "Will the Lord absent Himself»fdr ever?"

"will He be no more entreated?" "Is His merey clean gone for

"Hath the Lord forgotten to be gracious?* and in these words
I think he voiced a certain instinetive cry which comes up
again and again in varying form attacking the faith of every
believer "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?® It is not the
cry of assured pessimism, the remainder of the psalm makes
that quite clear, for he goes on to say "It is mine oﬁn
infirmity", and he coneludes with these words "Thou leddest
thy people like sheep, by the hand of Moses and Aaron®, so
the Lord hath not forgotten to be gracious.

And when we come to think how this e¥y,which I have

called an instinctive cry of the human heart, comes upon us



- wounded with the savage world of nature "red in tooth and

in these times, - we think of those doubts, which raise up
in us the ery "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?®

" It is not only poets who have seen a certain strange
harshness which is quite incomprehensible to the tender heart

af‘%umanity”; it is not only poets whose hearts have been |

J elaw". The kestrel hovering over us in the heavens is seen

to dash suddenly with a dart like lightning down into thé
undergrowth: and we remember that some little field mouse
has paid the price of being Nature's helpless child. There
is no closa season in the open field, and the little victim .
is often the parent of a little starving family, left to I
suffer a lingering starvation through its cruel death.

Ve watch the swallow sailing pracefully over the stream
and we see him dip in his curving flight; the dip means
death to some little fly - hardship and disaster we may see
throughout the universe, yet the great God of Nature is the
God of Love reigning over all, "Hath God forgotten to bg
gracious?"

When we come from Nature nearer home and look to the
suffering in this vast city, again we see suffering everywhere.

One-third of the whole population are patients during thé
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The psalmist in the early part of this psalm repeats a
ery of doubt and misgiving. Over and over again he re-iter-
ates the same thought, "Will the Lord absent Himself-fdr ever?"
"Will He be no more entreated?" "Is His merecy clean gone for
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"Hath the Lord forgotten to be gracious?* and in these words
I think he voiced a certain instinetive cry which comes up
again and again in varying form attacking the faith of every
believer "IHath God forgotten to be gracious? It is not the
cry of assured pessimism, the remainder of the psalm makes
that quite clear, for he goes on to say "It is mine own
infirmity", and he coneludes with these words "Thou leddest

thy people like sheep, by the hand of Moses and Aaron", so

the Lord hath not forgotten to be gracious.
L And when we come to think how this ery,which I have

called an instinetive cry of the human heart, comes upon us




in these times, — we think of those doubts, which raiée up
in us the ery "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?”

o . ié not only poets who have seen a certain strange
harshness which is quite incomprehensible to the tender heart

of'%nmanity”; it is not only poets whose hearts have been

wounded with the savage world of nature "red in tooth and

| claw®. The kestrel hovering over us in the heavens is seen

to dash suddenly with a dart like lightning down into the
undergrowth: and we remember that some little field mouse
has paid the price of being Nature's helpless child. There
is no elose'season in the open field, and the little victim
is often the parent of a little starving family, left to
suffer a lingering starvation through its cruel death.

Ve watch the swallow sailing pracefully over the stream
and we see him dip in his curving flight: the dip me ans
death to some little fly ~ hardship and disaster we may see
throughout the universe, yet the great God of Nature is the
God of Love reigning over all, "Hath God forgotten to bg
gracious?"

When we come from Nature nearer home and look to the
suffering in this vast city, again we see suffering everywhere.

One-third of the whole population are patients during thb
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year in those great hospitals of ours, enduring hours and
hours of patient suffering. Little children are brought
into the worid, so far as we can see, simply to suffer;: -
born vietims to suffering - living as vietims - dying as
vietims - and a bitter ery of human pity goes up from ihe
heart, as we dee the eruelty in nature reproduced in human
life; again we cry "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?"

When we look over the poverty of this great city -
when we see sometimes lifelong suffering and lifelong strug-
gling with starvation, with no hope of anything better, only
dreary dull axistehce and long hard wearying work, ihen we
see children dragged into this terrible scheme, this gre#t
world of struggling poverty, again the cry arises "Hath God

forgotten to be gracious?"

And then to go farther afield, we come to the wider
problemns of race, the jealousy and antagonism of the sons
of men, - such for instance as the scenes which we hear from
day to day are taking place in the Balkan Peninsula. - Women
and children passing this winter in starvation out on the
snow t{gged maeuntains, their sufferings and their blood being

demanded by their accursed Turkish rulers - énd few, all too

few of our own people allowed to go and see what has happened,

L4
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or what is happening; only those who are willing to write
home in such terms as dne newspaper reporter, who says, he
saw, it is true, a few starving children, a few of their
corpses, he saw it is true, a great deal of drunkegnass and
ravéiry among the Turkish soldiers but on the whole the
Turk behaved splendidly.

When I see such reading morning by morning, and whﬁn
cheis tell of finding all about the land the emaciated
corpses of the vietims, even 1little girls being found with
grass in their mouths by which they havé tried to resist the
eruel pangs of conquering starvation. And when we know that
the‘great powers of Eurbpe are responsible for all this, when
we know that all that can be done, seems to be being done,
and when we know that it is in vain to appeal for help to
Russia and Austria and we know by centuries of experience
the absolute worthlessness of promises of fafarm, I say we
eannot understand this great load of sufferiné which hangs
like a very cloud of hell upon the mind And conscience of
Europe. Forty thousand - sixty thousand ~'a‘hundred thousand
people, their homes burnt, sent out into the woods to die.
Ship after ship once a week taking the men into a#ila and

landing them, God only knows where, somewhere in the wilds




of Asia Minor, "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?®

The problem of all this suffering and hardship zoing
on in the world cannot be dismissed by the optimist's
assurance of an easy ignorance 6r of a shallow acquiescence.
There is no place for optimism except in the full knowlédge
and the bold facing of suffering. Those who allow themselves
to believe that all is for the best in the best of all
possible worlds may find a certain passing comfort in the
poet's song but all is not well, not yet, though God is
in the heaven and all will be well.

The psalmist has worked the seventy-seventh psalm
out to a sound conclusion. At the end "He leadeth His people
like sheep, by the hand of Moses and Aaron.' Like sheep —
God leadeth us but we know not where; like sheep, we cannot

see the end, only we have before us, as a vivid picture the

\truth of Mazzini's saying "The great bird of victory has two

wings, one of triumph and the other of suffering.”
Then we turn to the Cross again and there we have

the explanation of it all. This is the test of our faith.

' "ath God forgotten to be gracious?" Looking at the Cross

of Christ with faith we may see more clearly the mystéry of

Christ's conneection with human suffering, and strive to under-



gstand to some extent the great problems of nature and of life.
In the struggles of nature, in the terrors of pain
and poverty, in domination of war, and in that race hatred
which has revesled its intensity and brought about horrors
worse than war, God has shown us that He leads us like |
sheep -~ so0 blind! - by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Do
you remember how when Moses had cured the people of their
disease by raising up a serpent, for when all the people

looked upon it they were saved? Do you remember how afterwards

the reformer had to break into little pieces that very serpent,
that brazen serpent, Nehushtan, which had been revered for
generapions till it hsd incense burned to it, how at last the
reformer came to dash it to the dust, in order that the people
might worship God alone? So God has given us a Saviour raised

up upon the Cross to show us that suffering mustbe the

explanation of everything, and that this test of our faith
can only be born by the presence of God Himselg—by the heart,
that is, attuned to sympathy, pity and love. So, as the
course of ages has gone on we have been tempted to look to

the Cross of Christ as some looked at the brazen serpent, and

have been inclined to forget the realities of the erucifixiiy

are not in ivory or silver or brass or gold, but graven upon

the fleshly tablets of the human heart. Unless we have entered E



by suffering into the mystery of the great suffering world,

unless we have in our life and in every action of our life

striven to enter into this revelation of suffering, unless

we have been enlisted into the noble aggiﬁof symggthggers
——

and workers for thgi‘other ceuntless_ggmx_nx,aniiggggg - unless

we have done that, unless we have been able to look up and

see in it all the sorrowing, :agonized face of the Saviour,

the tenderg loving Master, revealed to us in Sacrament and in
gzﬁgggi_than_indeed we must say with the Psalmist, 'It_is

mine own infirmity."
"Hath God forgotten to be gracious?" "It was mine
own infirmity,” "For Thou leadest thy people like sheap. by

tha hand of Moses and Aaron.
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Rothing but extrewes urgencsy wouid justify my pubiting
bafore you such distresaing subject

Macedonia. My reascn for circulating

vhat the »bblic dces not realise the

Mgyl IO E o N ’ - 41 et Ty
Furkish -Rule, that therse horrufs will shortiy

Governmment 1is more active than hitherto, and that vour sviepatt

and efforts can dave a ugsetful inflience,

The following statementi is /by a military of one
of the Great Powers. Ii was wr n tc me by a British soidiewr,
Lisutenant Howell, who was in Macedcnia last Sumier and hipegelf
saw a woman with a sword—-cut down to the breast the

right side and a girl with 8 wounds. I quote his letter, omitting

the worst tbjuss, Whioh are unmeﬁtloﬂghl . I

o ‘ \
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“?e*had seen the v1l¢aga sqrroundeﬁ and sack é&fand managed

e getv back tc it 4 or 5 days afterwards. Women ripped open,

tomrach

0
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children's arnms and legs lying about, a man who had his
cgut out with his arms and legs tied to benches, a woman (still
alive) who had be gkinned all down the rig arm, shoulder and
breast, and another who had been skinned from the kness downwards,
wounded who had besn iying there for nearly 5 days, some pf them
partially burnt where they had been unable to get clear of the
flames, ahilﬁren cevered with wounds, and a weman without any
hands-—these are some of the details.I remember. And it is

S 3 T S 3 4 s R o \ o By
dimpertant te note that in dalking with Pulgariars Arnmenskc was

ot by any menas considsred the exception bui rather the rule .t
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In the following remarks I have recorded what 1
could learn on matters likely to interest the Grosvenor
House Committee and the Byron Society. I have limited
them as far as possible to things of which I had personal
observation. Information is necessarily acquired mostly
by hearsay, but I was fortunate in getting ocular evidence
of a good many iuteresting symptoms. I do not go
beyond these except where the proofs seemed first rate
and where my belief was supported by the opinion of my
companion, Mr. Cecil Harris, who, as a lawyer, had
more experience in detecting falsehood ; many statements
are, of course, not verifiable.

We travelled through Servia and crossed the Western
frontier at Rashka, stayed at Novi Bazar, Prishtina, Gilan,
and other places in Old Servia; afterwards at Uskub,
Prilip, Monastir, Salonica, and in the Vardar Valley,
crossing into Bulgaria by Kumanova, Egri Palanka and
Kustendil.

All parties shewed us great hospitality, and I regret
that it is of the less agreeable side of Turkey that I must
speak. The Turks shewed us personally every attention,
but they seemed intensely suspicious of our purpose and
afraid of sedition. We were never allowed to talk to the
Christians without a gendarme being present if he could
possibly contrive it—both officers and privates had orders
to watch us continually. Several watched at the door
of our room at night. A Christian who talked to our
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Dragoman was summoned by the Prefect and examined
as to the subject of his conversation.

Those things from which the people suffer most—
murder, rape, illegal taxation and injustice—are of course
impossible for a traveller to see; but some things that we
noticed may be worth saying. It was common to see
stacks of corn in the fields beginning to rot and sprout
in the ear; meanwhile the peasants were working their
hardest to finish threshing the share of the crop which
had been taken by the Tax-gatherer and the Landlord.
At the old Serb Church of Gratchanitza we saw a large
house for pilgrims, which was nearly finished, when the
authorities forbade its completion on the ground that
it might be used for seditious purposes. The field guards
who nominally pretect the peasants from brigands, but
are really spies upon them, are billeted in their houses.
The Christians were so afraid of being punished on
suspicion that they would not let us leave our Dragoman
with them unless a gendarme was present to listen. Our
escort frequently took fruit, &c., from passing peasants
without payment and without attempt at concealment.
The seclusion of Christian women is very noticeable, and
their re-appearance on entering Bulgaria struck us
forcibly.

A friend of ours was appealed to by a Christian woman
in our presence for advice, because the village gendarme
had expelled her husband and taken her into his house,
and had now gone away leaving her unprovided for and
pregnant. At another village it was significant that a
schoolmaster replied to our question, that all was quiet—
they were very happy,—but when asked for details he said
that the Sergeant of Gendarmes had closed the inn every
evening because the inn-keeper’s wife had refused his
advances; but he had not thought such things worth
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mentioning. He added -that he had also been beaten
himself, but did not know why.

The use of tortnure on a large scale in 1898, in order to
discover hidden rifles, was well proved. A foreigner who
is friendly to the Turks was told by them as an amusing
fact that those who were tortured were at first very
unwilling to betray their friends, but “ when the head-
string was tightened and their eyes began to bulge out, then
they talked freely enough.”

An outrdge of a common kind occurred while I was
at Uskub. A Bulgarian girl had been stolen by a Turk,
and her brother begged the Russian Consul to give her
refuge if he rescued her. He was so far satisfied of the
facts that he did so, and sent her home with his wife to
Bulgaria. Soon atterwards the brother was found with
his throat cut close to the Turk’s house. To make a
show of justice some Christians were arrested, and there,
as usual, things ended.

It is hardly necessary to speak of disorder and brigand-
age when they are so well known to prevail, but we saw
a curious illustration of the general insecurity that exists

| when we visited a mining station. The Manager’s house

is built to stand a siege, and has looped-holed bastions on
each side of the door. The Manager never leaves the
house without a rifle. A French Mining Engineer was
lately caught near Salonica and ransomed for £15,000.

The Vali of Monastir reluctantly allowed us to see the
prison there. It was a rather rude building rouni a
court, and crowded with prisoners of all kinds, many of
them heavily chained. It did not look very dirty, and I
must say it appeared to me almost as good as the Greek
prison at Nauplia. This Vali is considered a model one.

With regard to poverty, the houses in the Vardar
Valley frequently shelter both man and beast in the same
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room, and few are provided with glass, but their equal
might perhaps be found in Ireland. The existence of an
elaborate national dress seems to incite the people to keep
up something higher than the lowest level of comfort.

To Turkish misrule must also be attributed the
trouble of frontier raids. These are of different kinds.
Of robbing and smuggling bands there seems to be a
prevalence both on the Turko-Bulgar and the Turko-Serb
frontier. They may at any time cause conflicts between
the frontier guards. There are also bands for taking
vengeance for outrages by Turks, and we gathered that a
good many Turks have been picked off by them recently.

A scarred ruffian who came bear hunting with us was
eircumstantially declared to have taken vengeance on
tweuty-three offensive Moslems. Bands were said to be
lately in Prilip disguised, and it appears that the fear of
vengeance produces a wholesome caution among the Turks.

Again, there are political bands, such as that which
two years ago seized a village and killed the gendarmes.
These are said to provoke reprisals, and to be condemned
by the Macedonians on the spot. They may at any time
succeed in their intention of provoking a massacre (to
bring about the intervention of some foreign power).
The preparations for a rising are no doubt considerable.

These two classes of political violence are Bulgarian.

The conflict near Prishtina of last Spring seems to
have been only an affair of the smuggling variety. The
Turks and Serbs at Rashka, where we crossed the frontier,
were on very friendly terms, and explained to us that
brigands cross the frontier to steal sheep. The villagers
pursue them back, and the sentinels fire : hence complica-
ticns. It appeared at the enquiry which followed this
incident that Servia was not anxious to prevent the sale
of rifles, though they get into brigand hands.



/ SERBO-BULGAR RIVALRY.

. The efforts of both States to gain adherents in Mace-
donia become more and more intense. The competition
of schools degenerates into bribery by free clothing for
children, and direct payment to parents. Bulgaria being
first in the field, the opening of a Serb school leads to
violence. Last year there was a bitter quarrel at
Kumanova, where the Bulgars drove the Serbs from a
churchyard given to the latter by the Government. From
a comparison of the versions of both sides it was clear
that the couflict ended in an attack by Bulgarian women
upon the Turkish gendarme sent to protect the Serbs in
possession. One of these women being in a state that
unfitted her for activity, fell ill and died. Afterwards,
when at Sofia, we found a requiem service being held for
this lady, and her portrait was paraded about the town as
that of a national heroine. The Bulgars appealed to the
Sultan’s mother, and finally won the day. The Serbs
charge the Bulgars with the death of a leading Serb who
was lately murdered at Uskub.

The Turks also, true to their tradition, Divide et impera,
complain of Bulgar violence, and at Prilip the Prefect
took occasion to snub them by quartering us in the
house of the Serb Schoolmaster. This is the man who,
for having dared to open a school in this Bulgar stronghold,
was attacked with revolvers on entering his house, his arm
is badly scarred ; his daughter who opened the door was
shot dead, he is now allowed an armed ¢ cavass,” and
another attends the scholars to and from school. In spite
of this lamentable side of the quarrel, competition, at all
events, results in the increased spread of . schooling.
Ttinerant teachers visit even the most remote villages, and
though the reading and writing be devoted to nationalism,
it is probably better than nothing.
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The Serb propaganda is making some advance, but the
Serbs are still weakened by their ecclesiastical subjection
to the Greek Patriarch. The Bulgarians have the advan-
tage of the funds of their own Church. The Serb teachers
are paid by their Government through its Consuls, and
observers doubt whether this great expense can be main-
tained.

ALBANIA.

From the humane point of view, there is of course
most to say about ¢ Old Servia,” which forms part of
Albania. Here, in addition to the misfortunes which
follow from Turkish rule, the Christian population is at
the mercy of Albanian Moslems, who are more brutal and
more active than the Turks and equally fanatical, and
form in practice a race of licensed brigands, respecting no

authority, and compared with whom even the Turk is a
friend.

The Arnauts, as the Albanians are locally called, have
never forgiven the expulsion of some 100,000 of their race
from their homes by the Serb Government, when ad-

- ditional lands were given to Servia in 1878, and vengeance

is easily gratified when the avenger is armed and the
victim has his claws drawn. The Albanian is not only
bratal to his weaker neighbour but defiant of his nominal
master, the Turk. Among signs of this insubordina-
tion, I observed very insolent behaviour to the Prefect of
Novi Bazar by Arnauts in the street.

In spite of the recent attempt of several tribes to
arrange a cessation of vendetta and intertribal feuds,
Martini rifles are generally carried ; one sees even boys of
14 or 15 struggling to keep up with their seniors under
the welcome burden. Even in the towns the strenuous
attempts of the Turks to stop the carrying of arms have
frequently failed. At Gilan and Prisren I have seen many
in the streets.. At Mitrovitza it is well confirmed that




7

the Arnaut mob took a Christian prisoner from the
barracks and killed him, and though the Vali came with
troops from Uskub there was no redress, and the Prefect
objected to by the Albanians was removed. His sue-
cessor, who speaks. French, told me the Arnauts were
“as much opposed to the Turks as to the Rayah.” At
Mitrovitza I saw no arms carried except by the Arnaut
chief, who protected the Christians during the above
incident. At Prishtina the unused quarters of the State
tobacco monopoly department testify to the ridiculous
weakness of the Government. The Serb Consul at
Prishtina does not venture out without an escort since
his predecessor was murdered in the street. The Turks
have no gendarmes outside the towns, und if any autho-
rity beyond that of the rifle is respected it is the tribal
government of the Arnaut chiefs, who live in fortified
castles. We inspected that of the chief in Mitrovitza
who befriends the Christians. His wooden house having
been three times burnt he has built one with stone walls
three teet thick, an iron door, windows only high up, with
stone shutters and loopholed for rifles on every side. He
is a Moslem, but has founded a convent and prays in the
Chapel, and has received presents from the Bishop of
Prisren. :

The Turks shewed great anxiety for our safety, and
insisted on large escorts, which never left us by day or
night. They would notlet us go to Ipek or Jakova, where
a tribal war was proceeding, and betrayed a feverish desire
to get us away from Novi Bazar. At Mitrovitza the
schoolmaster who ventured to call on our Servian
Dragoman was imprisoned on a frivolous charge ; this was
probably done to gratify the Arnauts.

Of the brutality shewn by Arnauts to Christians there
is evidence in the fact that the Serb Consul had sent 300
complaints to his Government for transmission to the
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Porte in the last nine months. Far from being a fire-
eater, he seemed to us amazingly callous to the many
stories of rapine and plunder that came before him during
the few days we were together. We were the guests of a
peasant near the Serb frontier whose farm is coveted by
Arnauts. They had laid him under a ransom of £30,
which he could mnot pay. Seizing an opportunity when
the escort had left us (being a pious Moslem he fled from
supper on the arrival of a pig, roasted whole), the peasant
asked the Consul if he advised him to fly to Servia. He
added that his father and uncle had been murdered. We
asked “ Where were they killed?” ¢“In this room,” he
replied, * and there are the bullet marks behind you. He
has a wife and nine children and his mother to support.
His story was confirmed by the priest, who carries a rifle,
being under vendetta for killing two Arnauts.

In the towns it is noticeable that no women leave the
house unless veiled, and that no one stirs out after dark.
Stories of men murdered, and of women and boys kid-
napped, forcibly converted or violated, become tedious by

| their frequence; taken together, they cannot be wholly

unfounded.

The Christians, when permitted, surround their church
enclosures with high loop-holed walls, forming a defensible

refuge in case of anti-Christian riots.

The Serbs wish to magnify their claims to Old Servia,
but they admit that their people fly to Free Servia at the
rate of 5,000 or more per annum. At the same time,
Servian is so far the predominant element that we
travelled through the country with a Servian dragoman
who spoke neither Turkish nor Albanian.

The Turks complain openly that they are are not
allowed by the Sultan to pacify Albania. It is stated
that orders are sent from Yildiz direct to the Arnauts,
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and men like the Mufti of Prishtina and others, who have
become rich by protecting pillage on a large scale, are
pointed to as intermediaries. - The Turks assert that
disorder could easily be stopped, as the Arnauts have no
cannon or horses. Their fighting quality is a disputed
point, but it may well be doubted if it would be safe to
hand the country to Servia or any small state.

I need hardly tell you that after a visit to Albania,
one thinks autonomy for such people is out of the question,
~ though there are good authorities who expect a future for
them. The concerted movement of 1899 was aimed at
removing the Vali of Kossovo and forming a new Arnaut
province. This led to the first refusal of favours on the
part of the Sultan, and might, some think, inaugurate a
saner policy on his part, but, if report be true, he has
lately given way.

There are few signs of Albanian unity. The truce of
January, 1899, was refused by some tribes; even those
who accepted it have quarrelled, and there was fighting
on a large scale at Ipek in October, also (the Servian
Consul declared) near Prishtina; but T was not convinced
of the accuracy of his figures. Religion divides the
Arnauts into three camps, and these lines of cleavage are
crossed by other lines of material interest or political
sympathy which can always be bought by intriguing
Powers. A strong hand, like that of Austria, or Ttaly, is
needed to.govern Albania, at least for a long period of
education. There are probably a million Albanians,
of whom perhaps a quarter are nominally Roman Catholic.

Pending drastic reforms, the lot of the Christians in
01d Servia must remain pitiable in the extreme, more so
by far than that of any other population in Kuropean
Turkey. Some alleviation would be produced by the
increase of foreign Consuls and in this way the Serb
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Government should certainly try to do more. It might
also assist its Nationals when they wish to emigrate to
Free Servia, if political interest did not pull the other
way. Further, it might do more to purchase the
protection of influential Arnauts, and one wou'd like to
see a bolder policy towards the Turks.

SERVIA.

Servia was in a state of siege, the trials for lese
majeste being in progress. The authorities were very
nervous and suspicious and we were put under escort.
The disastrous effect of oppression and disorder seems
to be that the Serbs are moved by intense nationalism
but very little humane feeling. Thus they declare
themselves ready to fight with Turkey against either
Austria or Bulgaria, and face to face with the victim of
some appalling misfortune among their cousins in Turkey,
they hardly bring themselves to listen. 'The ruins of an
old Serb castle move them far more than the orphans
beneath its walls.

This does not, however, discount their value as a
substitute for Turkey. Their population of peasant
owners seems a happy and a highly picturesque one, and
the contrast between the two sides of the frontier is most
striking. On the one side the hills are an endless waste,
denuded of trees and with fertile lands, idle. On the
other side the mountains are peopled by quite an ideal
Alpine peasantry with substantial chalets and a great
variety of crops, fruits, cattle and home industries. At
the old Monastery of Studenitsa, where a memorial service
was held after Mr. Gladstone’s death, 10,000 are said to
gather to celebrate the Virgin’s birthday.

The present policy of Servia abroad is to get the same
rights for its Schools and Churches in Turkey as the
Bulgars have for theirs; Secondly, to gain time for their
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propaganda to recover districts now adhering to the
Bulgarian Church ; Thirdly, to cultivate friendship with the
Turks, in the hope of favours and help against more
dangerous, foes. In respect of favours, the policy certainly
yields in point of success to the Bulgarian policy of pin-
pricks.

BULGARIA.

Compared with Servia, Bulgaria strikes one in respect
of
Less suspicion of foreigners ;
Greater material progress ;
Freedom of speech ;
Development of education ; and
Religious liberty.

In these respects Bulgaria is also ahead of Russia,
and having tasted liberty she is not likely to let herself
become a Russian Province if she can help it. The use
of agricultural machinery, and the progress of building
and planting astonishes the traveller who crosses the
frontier from Turkey.

As to religion, thanks chiefly to Robert College on
the Bosphorus, Protestantism, almost unknown in Servia,
is already a factor to be reckoned with.

But with regard to political action, on the other hand,
the Government is paralysed by financial troubles. Its
servants were lately unpaid for three months., The
Macedonian Committees include leading men, but the
Government, as far as we could gather, does try to prevent
disturbances in Macedonia. It is not ready for war, and
therefore does not wish war to be provoked. Bulgaria
seems to suffer most from the absence of a class of
independent men who may be trusted to serve the State.
The growth of industry may remedy this, but a larger
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country is needed to provide the material for Government,
when that country is ““a peasant state.”

SOLUTIONS.

I am well aware that this question leads one into the
field of high politics where an amateur is not qualified to
tread, but you may care to hear what I noticed affecting
some possible alternatives. There are of course many
that I do not mention.

With regard to reforms in Turkish rule, it has been
said that only good Governors are needed to set things
right. As to this I noticed that the Valis who are
admitted to be honest and able, find themselves unable to
cope with the vices of their subordinates. Thus, the Vali
of Monastir complains that he cannot carry out reforms,
and falls back on spending money under his own eye on
public gardens. The reforms that followed Lord
Salisbury’s effort in 1896 are illustrated in the provinces
by the Christian ¢ Assistant Governor ” and ¢ Inspector of
Justice.”” It is easy to see that they are both despised
and disregarded. At Uskub, when the Governor is away,
another Moslem, and not the ¢ Assistant,”” is made locum
tenens. They are known as Evet-ji or ¢ Yes people,”
because they agree with every proposal. The Assistant
Governor at Uskub assured me at the Governor’s dinner-
table that he was not a Christian, but a libre pensewr.
But some believe reforms to be possible. ‘

Partition of the country among the small Powers
is the ideal of some great authorities; but no one
Power can move without the others, and agreement
between them seems further off than ever. Greece
has strongholds near Bulgaria, and Bulgaria near
Greece. Servia has opened schools at Salonica, and
the Radical party in Servia, which favoured compromise,
is practically annihilated.
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The adherents of each small Power would rather
remain under the Turks than become subjects of the other.
Their order of preference for the various governments
seems to be as follows:—(1) Their own, (2) Turkey,
(3) Austria, (4) Russia, and (5) the rival small Power.

This being so, and the population being arranged in
the manner of “streaky bacon,” megotiations obviously
require a high level of statesmanship.

Failing the small Powers, one looks to Austria.
On humane grounds ome would certainly desire an
Austrian descent to Salonica, but it would prevent the
formation, so long as it lasted, of a united Servia or a
united Bulgaria, either or both of which might in the
future make a good development. At present Austria
appears fully occupied at home, and satisfied with an
agreement which secures the negative advantage of
Russia’s non.intervention in the Balkans, and with the
occupation of Novi Bazar, which prevents a union of
Serbs. But there are signs of Austrian preparations
for advance both in Albania and Macedonia.

Tt is confidently asserted that Austria made prepara-
tions during the Greek War to send. troops down to
Salonica if Bulgaria entered Turkey, and it can hardly
be doubted that she has some Albanian chiefs in her pay,
and spends money on the Romanist propaganda for some
political purpose.

If circumstances ever brought about this Austrian
movement without a Russian advance, but with an
enlargement of Bulgaria southwards, one might say in
favour of this, that Austrian rule has been impartial in
Bosnia (the British Bible Society finds more religious
liberty there than in Austria itselt); that the Greeks
would much prefer Austria to Bulgaria, and that the
portentous scandal of an unruled Albania would be
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brought to an end. Perhaps also the balance of power
in Europe would best be served at the same time. But
if the national principle be followed, Macedonia must be
Bulgarian ; and as to this, no doubt Bulgaria might be
trusted to shew an independent spirit towards Russia ;
and, considering the progress she has made with small
chances, the larger country, and especially the larger
wealthy class which the annexed pepulation would bring,
might enable her to do great things.

Mr. Dicey said in 1894 : “ Bulgaria is in a fair way of
becoming a bulwark against Russian aggression,” while
at the same time she can never be so strong that Russia
could fairly complain of being shut up in the Black Sea.

Supposing an opportunity to arise, it would therefore
appear desirable to bring about autonomy for Macedonia,
foliowing the provisions of the Berlin Treaty, Article 23,
as the simplest step towards the enlargement of Bulgaria.

The Bulgarians urge that the press of Europe follows
the opinion and press of England, and that an agitation
here would be enough to make a majority of the Powers
demand autonomy from the Sultan. They consider that
three regiments of the Powers, with a fleet at Salonica,
could arrange the matter without bloodshed, and appeal-
ing to the precedent of Crete, they say:  Give us only the
services of Admiral Noel for one week.”

Greece is entitled to a certain advance northwards in
any re-arrangement. But there would remain Albania.
If Servia should receive «“ Old Servia ” (i.e., North Albania)
and Italy the rest of Albania, the interests of religion and
nationality would best be met. Failing Italy, the strong
hand of Austria, descending from Bosnia, though Servian
teeling would be injured, might at least be trusted to
introduce the blessings of order.



As for temporary remedies for the present trouble, it
is clear that much can be done by diplomatic interference.
Sir Philip Currie’s prompt despatch of Mr. Elliott to
inquire into the treatment of suspected Christians in 1898
prevented a great deal of suffering. The Consuls also
exercise a constantly restraining influence on local
governors and prefects. Considering the responsibilities
and reputation of England it is not we who should grudge
the expense of an increase of Consulates. The boon
would be immediately felt in hundreds of homes.
Life, honour and property would be a little less in
danger.
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