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My dear Buxton,

"

Aug. 22nd, 1914.

// Any Balken State that decides to throw in its
lot with the Triple Entente in this struggle may depend
upon the support of British Credit in raising the necessary
funds to equip and maintain its army. I authorise you
to make such arrangements on mw_behaif as you may deem
desirable to guarantee British financial assistance under
these conditions. ' Q

Ever sincerely,

(signed) De LLOYD GEORGE.






A |
folirerl e -

30th. Sept. 19154

Dear ur. Lloyd George,

Having special sources
of information regarding politic-
al Tactore in Bulgaria, I beg to
ask your attention to the en-

closed note.

Yours sincerely,

N VL e~ B
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‘some of your most genuina friands in the Honss.

7 13th Harch,1917,

Dear My TLloyd George,
1 wsnt to bring to your notice & vier hold by

S Thers ave many of 48, not mers partismne, who
heve long been persenslly attached to you, end who
want to remsin r sapportars, Looking to you, not
only in the sondust of the war, but slso in »econgbruotion
in the future, wa do pot weut to see the %ies betwoen you

and iiberalism sovored. _ \
i fael this strongly snd expressed it 1ately

in %ﬁa Houes,. To explain wmy meaning, msy 1 enclove an
extragh and wiil you glsnae at the passage merked?




21, Abingdon
Lond

22nd. April

-AMy dear Buxton,

Thark you for letting me have the cop

book, I_ha#e no objection whatever to the le

on Page 83 being published and although at su

" & distance of time and without consnltihg my

papers I cannot exactly remember the events which

are referred to on Pages 96 et seq. I agree witl

in general exéepting for the sentence in which it

said that I "chafed against the obstruction offered

to the policy of attacking Bulgaria". I think

“attacking“ must be a misprint for "attaching” as

I certainly never favoured a policy of attackin

. ~ ~
Bulgaria, Will you see that this is put right?

Ever sincerely,

, / Z;»‘ /ﬁ:’ .
The Rt,Hon, 4  £

Lord Buxton
12, Rutland Gate
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The Offce of The Rt.Hon. D, Lloyd George, omme
Bfon-g—de;‘ 2
Churt, Surrey.

7th. March, 1940.

Mr. Lloyd George acknowledges
with thanks the receipt of the document
Lord Noel-Buxton was kind enough to send

him, and which is interested to have.




July 9th, 1840,

My dear Lloyd George,

I was very glad to hear you raise the question of
" possible nagatlatién in the future in yaar.spaaéh in the
House on July 4th.

I find that some people are impressed by the argument
in favour of initiating talks without waiting for pro-
posals from the other side or for military events. As
against the argument that we should be suing for peace,
and admitting Germen invineibility, it is held to be only
rational that the new military situation should meke a
dirferonce to our war aims, and that we are in a position
to make proposals because we are undefected, and the
dafences of Empir§ ara intaet. It is thought by some
that events may make negotiation not less difficult but
more so; that the prime aim is to preserve the fleet, and
thaet this may be best served by facing facts without
further delay; that many of our aims belonged to a poliecy
which was French and not British, and are inappropriate

when Frence is not concerned.



14 was a member of the present Government, EIs Attlee,

who said:

nIf peace is to be jlasting 1t must result from
the agreement of all, not from the dictation of &
fow nations., The failure of the Treaties at the end
of the last war to bring abiding peace wag largely
due to the negleot of this principle.”



Little Adetock (
Adstock
Near Ble tchley

Winslow 28,

Sth April, 1941.

¥y dear Lloyd Qeorge,

Remembering your view as to the possibility :
of negotiation with the Germans some months asgo, I

should like to tell you of 2 point which seems to

me worth outtlng to the right people, because of the
interest which I see to be taken in the precedent of

the Langdowne movemnent in 1€17.

Please therefore let me sek for your opinion
on the enclosed.

2P IR SRS TS

It i& a suggested form of invitation
to the kind of men who are keen for a good setilement,
but are not full pacificiets,



The Ooffice of The Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George O.M. M.P.
Bron-y=-dée
Churt, Surrey.

April 17th, 1941.

My dear Buxton,
I was glad to hear from you 1 am getting more gnd more

gnxious and alarmed as the war situstion develcops. The Government
do not seem to ne to realise in the lesst the urgent perils of the
pos ition, and I sm sure they heve no clear idea &a® to how the country
is to extricate +self from the mese jnto which 1t h&s blundered,
end nto which 1t 18 411l blundering deeper and deeper. Then they
talk of & crushing victory as gsomething which 18 gssured and the
sctusl date slone in doubt, I am overcome with & sense of despair that
tre country 1is =0 complately deluded by 1ts guldes ge to the reallties
of the situstion.

A to yo r Memorandum I am not 2l together satisfied with the
line it tskes. The mischlef which arose out of the Tpeaty of
Versailles is not attributable to 1ts provisions, but to the fact
thet they were never carried out. Tne real tragedy wa® the repudiation
of that document by the Senate. Everything depended upon naving at
least two great Powers on the Council that aduinistered that T?eaty 3
who were 8 trong enough 1o override the arrogance gnd vindictiveness
of t%é French, and to ineist on ehforclng in their integrity the
provisions made for falr tpeatment to the vanquished ané 811 minoritles.

Frsnce and her retinue of greedy little nations dominated the League

of Nations, and when the Tory Government camé 1lnto power we I Ver
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fought that perniclous combination. The Tgeaty therefore became
a 8crap of paper. |

You quote Grey's account of the 1916 negotiations through
Coionel House for an intervention by the United States, If you will
look up in my Memoirs my account of that transaction you will find
that the fallure of that intervention wad due éﬁ the weakness of Grey.
on the one hand and Wilson on the other,

I should 1like to add another polnt about your Memorandum. In
your second paragraph you sssume that there are only two alternatives
for & termination of this war; either a good settlement or a "erushing
and humilisting cefeat". I am Sure it must have occurred to you that
there 1s a third possibility - a stalemate which may last for years,

exhausting all the combatants,

Ever sincerely,

(signed) D. Lloyd George.

S N L Ly o
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The Officegoﬁ The Rt. Hon. D.;&\?yd George O.M. M.P.
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Bron-y-des
,,v Churt, Surrey.
{?%g%i 17th, 1941,

My dear Buxton,

I was glad to hear from you. I am getting more and more
anxious and alarmed as the war situation develops. The Government
do not seem to me bo realise in the least the urgent perils of the
bOSition, and I am sure they have no clear idea as to how the country
ie to extricate itself from ths mess into which it has blundered,
and mto which it 1s still blundering deeper and déeper. ¥When they
talk of a crushing victory as something which is assured and the
actual date alone in doubt, I am overcomé with a sense of despair that
the country is so completely deluded by its guides as to the realities
of the situation.

As to your Memorandum I am not &l together satisfied with the

line it takes. The mischief which arose out of the Treaty of
Versallles is not attributable to ite provisions, but to the fact
“that they were never carried out. The real tfagedy was the repudiation
of that document by the Senate)ﬁ Everything depended upon having at
least two great Powers on the Council that administered that T?eaty
who were 8 trong enough to override the arrogance and vindictiveh@ss
of the French, and to insist on enforeing 1ln their integrity the

provisions made for fair treatment to the vangquished and all minorities.

| France and ke r retinue of greedy little nations dominated the League

fof Nations, and when the Tory Government came into power we re ver
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f fought that pernicious combination. The T?eaty therefore became

| a scrap of paper.
5 " You quote Grey's account of the 1916 aenotiations through
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Ever sincerely,

(signed) D. Lloyd George.
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“2- Churt, Surrey.

April 17th.1941.

My dear Buxton,

I was glad to hear from yau;) I am getting
more and more anxious and alarmed as the war situation
develops. The Government to not seem to me to realise
in the least, the urgent perils of the position, and I
am sure they have no clear idea as to how the country
is to extricate itself from the mess into which it has

blundered, and into which it is still blundering deeper

and deeper. When they talk of a erushing victory as

something which is assured and the actual date alone
in doubt, I am overcome with a sense of despair that
the country is so completely deluded by its guides as
to the realities of the situation. |

As to your Memorandum I am not altogether satisfied
with the line it fakes. The mischief which arose out of
the Treaty of Versa11£¥s is not attributable to its
provisions, but to the fact that they were never carried
out. The real tragedy was the repudiation of that document

by the Senate. Everything depended upon having at least

two great Powers on the Council that administered that Treaty

who were strong enough to override the arrggance and
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The Bt .Hon,
Noel-Buxton

Lor

ADSTOCK.

D7

;¢f ' Bron-y-de,
Churt,
Surrey.

S M
vindictiveness of the French, and to insist on enforcing
in their integrity the provisions made for fair treatment
to the vanquished and all the minorities. France and
her retinue of greedy little nations dominated the League
of Nations, and when the Tory Gove§p§§nt came into power

we never fought that pernicious'qgmgination. The Treaty

“therefore became a scrap of paper.

You quote Grey's account of the 1916 negotiations
térough Colonel House for an intervention by the United
éfates. If you will look up in my Memoirs my account
o0& that transaction you will find that the failure of
tha;iintervention was due to the weakness of Grey on the
one hand and Wilson on the other.

I should like to add another point about your
Memofandum. In your second paragraph you assume that
there are only two alternatives for a termination of this
war; either a good settlement, or "a crushing and humiliat-
ing defeat™., I am sure it must have occurred to you that
there 1s a third possibility - a stalemate which may last

for years, exhausting all the combatants.




I am glad if the records of = back-bench participant
in foreign affairs have provided a study from a new
angle of an important period of our history.

The only ground for publishing such personal
papers as mine is that they serve some public purpose,
end this is ¥r. Conwell Evans' object. He seeks to
throw light on the attempts of individual Parliamentsrians,
and of orgenised groups, to influence Governmental
policy in matters effecting peace and war, from 1304
to 1914.

I hope that such a view of the period may prove of
value not only to students of history, but also to those
who devote their energies to the promotion of peace and

good understanding between nations,
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