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Times.

PRINTING HOUSE SQUARE,
LONDON, E.C.

January 31, 1915

Noel Buxton, Esq., M.P.
¥ensington Palace Manéions.
De Vere Gardens, W.
My dear Buxton,

The koreign Uffice‘s objection that“to promise an Adriatic
port t6 Yugo-Slav1a would alienate It&ly)IS futlle Sir E&ég;a
Grey knows perfectly well by this time what the condltions for
the formation of a healthy Yugo-Slavia ere. He knows also that

Italy could pursue no pollcy more contrary to our and her best

Winterests then systematically to antagonize the Southern Slavs.

1t is not a questlon of “glving” an Adriatic port to the

future berbo Croatian State, but of recogniéing the simple
ethnological fact that the whole of palmatia is Slav and that
the ltalian-speaking portion of the slav population - something
less than three per cent - is an almost negligible minority.
Our true policy is to promote an agreement between the Itallans

— e B———— —

and the southern blavs on the ba31s of the prlnciﬁgis of

nationality. If this is done, we shall create a solid Italo-
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Slav barrier against the German Drang nach Triest, and shall promote

the interests both of the Southern Slavs and of the Italians. T

S—

the Southern Slavs regard the Italians as frlends they will open
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thelr d?ﬂf? w1de to Itallan language and culture, which they need
for their 1ntercourse w1th the outside world; and the Italians will
be able to profit by their geographical situation to extend their
lgngulstic and cq9§9rcial influence throughout the Balkans. If the

;Fbreign Bffice were to "promise an Adriatic port to Yugo -Slavia”,

’the Serbo- Croatlans would say, thank you for nothing In my opinion
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%t would be fatal in any of ogr dealings with the Balkan peoples to
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enter at this stapge in@o aiseussions és to this or that bit of
gt e b

territory, this or that city, this or that strategic position. The
Yo
essentlal thing 1s to tel thgm that 3 and when we are comnletely

Zigigzigus,we are determine& that the settlement shall be made as'““ﬁnb
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‘possibig on ethnolOOical lines Italy will not resist this princi-
.g“ﬁ—d'f; » %
ple. [Her eyes are turned far more towards Asia Minor than towards
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the Eastern Adriatic shore.

The only alternative to the creation of a big Yugo-Slavia, em-
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bracing ell the Southern Slav races, would be the retention, in a

transformed and federated Austria of Dalmatla Istrla ‘and probably
S — L

éand confront us with a new war in a few years' time.

Yours very sincerely,

Jufo ,A

ECroatia—Q;avonig, but such a solution would leave the problem unsolved
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% | 2nd July, 1915.

My dear Buxton,

Until we know whether Bulgaria..is ready to
come in on Eﬁthﬁrmﬁfmffmis extremely difficult to say
what our Balkan poliey ought to be. I gather that
since the withdrewal of the Russians from Galicia, the
attitude both of Roumenia and Bulgsria has been increas-
igﬁi%wgg§§ti$factory,¥j'Suéﬁ?&ion that Bulgaria or,at
least, Ferdinend is bound to Germsny and Austria is
acquiring consistency. We have no gusrantee that even
if we attempted to diectate to Serbia that she should
ebendon the 1912 line to Bulgéaria, Bulgaria would then
declare herself ready to come in. On the other hend

", we have the certainty that Serbia would be prepared tofignt
| Bulgaria rather than give her the 1912 line, especislly

after the betrayal of her suspirations by the Powers in the
Italian convention. For this reason it is not enough

to promise Serbia "access to the sea® in Dalmatia?” Un-
less Servia gets Dalmatia there will be no chance of a
Balkan settlement. I have reliable information only to-
day that in the little Dalmetian towpn of Mskarska-which

~ has & population of 2000, and from which all the able-

bodied males between the sgee of 18 and 45 huve already
been taken for militasry service=400 of the remaining

males have volunteered for local service against the
Italisne and that this example 1s being imitated :
throughout the whole of Dalmatia. Our failure to follow -
a far-sighted and constructive policy in dealing with
Serbia at the outset has, I fear made it practically hope-.
less to work out any satisfactory Balkan settlement un-

t11 the blunder of assigning the best part of Dalmatia to

Italy is remedied.

I gather that steps are being taken to find
out whether Bulgaria is ready to come in at any price, and
if so, at what price? If she declares her readiness,it
will then be & question of considering whether the price
can be paid. If she is not ready to come in at any
price, we ought I think to cease running after her and to
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| mgke arrangements with Serbia for help in the Dardan-

‘ .« elles. Such arrangements would be feasible if some
of our troops were placed on the SerbiB-Bulgérian
Irontiexr.  “But all this is unfortunately "music of
the future”. Ferdinand of Bulgaria is so consummate
& rascal that I doubt whether he will comproémise him-
self for any price until he sees victory inclining
definitely to the Entente - and then we shall not
want him.

Yours very sincerely,

Noel Buxton Esq., M.P.
&, Princes Gate,
B We
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July 8, 191b.
My dear Buxton,-

I believe that the position in regard to Bulgaria is that
she will shortly be asked what her intentions arse, and that
our subsequeént sttitude will depend on the reply. If it is
avasive, we shall know what to do. I believe that Ferdinand,

~who is a most unmitigated rascal, has tried %o Jure.usg into

| making some compromising statement (not about Serbia or
Macedonia) which he would then have been able to misrepresent
at Petrograd. or %o communicate, as is his wont, to Berlin

A ang Vierns. Fortunately he did not succeed. I feel that

more than half the trouble with Bulgaria consists in the dis-
appointed personal ambitions of Ferdinand, who sees that his
hope of Wearing thé Byzantine Crown is unlikely to be fulfilled.

As to Serbia I have long had very definite ideas. We ought
at the beginning of the war tohave promised her as nearly as
possible the ethnographic boundaries of the Southern 3lav race,
and t0 have included her formally in the Alliance. In return
for this, we ought to have told her that when she receives her
extension of territory she must consent to the delimitation of
the Macedonian frontier by Anglo-Russlan arbitration:~ In the

(| meantime some of the points west of the Varda wnioh 8ne declares
[l herself ready to cede to Bulgaria ought to be garrisoned by
itish troops, both as a guarantee against Bulgarian attack upon

\¥5'bia and &%an earnest of our good faith to Bulgaria.

1 Xnow that the Convention so hastily and foolishly made with
Italy militates against the complete realization of this pro-
gramme; but I am still strongly of opinion that as much of it as
possible ought to be takxen in hand without delay, and particularly
the recognition of Serbia as a formal Ally.

This increase in her international status would have its
effect on the Bulgars, who would be more anxious not to be left
out: it would be extremely valusble after the war; and it might
enable us to promote what has long been in the minds of the most
farsighted Serblans---a politico-economic union jeith Bulgaria.
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The hope of getting kelp froméQre pu 'in the immediate future
is faint., and I think she shouldbe loft to go her own way until

_We can squeeze her without fear of cnnnliﬂa‘ ions. As soon as
we see how things go in Russia, and feel sure that an Austro-

Gorman—offensive in force against Serbia is not probable, we might
as< Serbia to let us have 50,000 troops for help in the. Darﬁane11~
—the—western frontior distribts were garrisoned by British troops,
this could be dope without any likelihood of Bulﬂarlan attack even
if Bulgaria had not signified hér intention of sid ing with wus.

I am convinced that the policy of unmitigated courtship of
Bulgaria without heed to the danger of aliénating Ber sympathies
would doubl ly defeat its object. We ought so to play our cards that
the hands of reasonable Bulgarians like Gueshoff an&”Tbrdoroff may
56 str gg;henﬁd and those of Austrobhilgroguea 1ime Gheﬂadieff be

7§

Yours very sincerely,

Noel Buxton, Bsq., ¥.P.,
2, Prince 's Gate, S.W,




PRINTING HOUSE SQUARE,

LONDON, E.C.

Jamuary 29, 1915.
My dear Buxton,-

I have read your memorandum with great interest, and heart-
ily agree with nearly every feature of it. The only points at
which I should feel inclined to suggest amplification would be
those which refer to the extension of territory to be promised
to the Southern Slavs. I think it is important that the Serbo-
Croatians should know that,in the event of a complete victory
on the part of the Allies,K they would receive not only Bosnia-
Herzegovina and “access to the sea in Dalmatia:ybut the whole of
Dalmatia with the possible exception of some Italian enclaves,
at least half of Istris, Carniola, Southern Carinthia, and Cro-
atia-Slavonia up to the Drave. Our only chance of creating an
effective barrier to the precsure of the German block in Central

Europe lies in the creation of a compact” Yugoslavia | to include

Slovenes, Croaqg% and Serbs. The fusion of these various ele-

ments into a united State will be a matter of some difficulty,
but the work is essential to a satisfactory settlement. We
ghould also, I am convinced, do our best to convince the Italians
that it is a vital interest for them to come to a thorough un-

derstanding with the Southern Slavs, and to regard them as allies
b -
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and friends, not as potential enemies. Otherwise we shall have
terrible strife in the Adriatic before many years are pasfed,
and the Austro-Germans will certainly profit by the opportunity
to create further trouble.

With kind regards,

sincerely yours,

{if‘".ﬂ 7.

Noel Buxton, Esq.,
2., Princes-gate,
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My dsar Buxton,

I believe that the nogition in regard to Bulgaria is
that she will shortly be asked what her intentions are, and that
our subssquent attitude will denend on the reply. If it is
evasive, we shall know what to de. I bhslieve that Ferdinand,
who i8 a moest unmitigatsed rasecal, has tried to lure us inte
making some compromising statement (not ahout Serbia or
Macedonia) which he would then have hsen able to misrepresent
at Petrograd, or to communicate, as is his wont, t¢ Berlin
and Vienna, TFortunately he did net succeed. I fsel that
more than half the trouble with Bulraria consists inthe dis-
avpointed nersonal ambitions of Fardinand, who s=es that his
hope of wearing the Byzantine Orown is unlikely te be fulfillsd.

As t¢0 8erbia I have long had very definite ideas. We
eughtt at the bheginning of the war %o have »romised her as nearly
as possi ble the ethnographie houhdaries of the Seouthern Slav race,
and to have included her formally in the Alliance, In refturn
for this, we ought to have teld her that when she receives hen
eéxtaension ef tsrritory she muat consent to the delimitation of
the Macddonian frontisr by Angle-Russian arhitration. In the
meantime some of the points weat of the Varda which she decglares
hersalf raady to cede te Bulgaria ought to be garrisoned by
British troops, both a3 a guarantes against Bulparian atack upen
Serhia and as an earnest of our pned faith to Bulgaria.

I know that the Conwention so hastily and feolishly made
with Ital® militates against the somnlete realization of this pre-
grarmé; bhut I am still strongly of onininon that as much of it as
possible ought to be taken in hand without dslay, and particularly
the recernition of Ssrbia as a formal Ally.

This inorease in her intarnational status would have its
effset on the Bulgars, who would he more anxious not te be left
out; it would be sxtremely valuahle after the war; and it might
enable us to promote what has long been in the minds of the mest
farsichted Serbians --- a politice-economi¢ union between Serbia
and Bulgaria. ;

The hope of gatting help from Greece in the irmediate
future is faint, and I think she should be left to go her own way
until we can squesze her without fear of cemplications. As soon
as we s8e® how things go in Russia, and feel sure that an Austro-
German offensive in foree against Serhia is not prebable, we might
ask Serbis to 1lst us have 60,000 troops for help in the Dardsnellon,




If the western frontier districts ware garrisoned by British troops
this could be done without any likelihoed of Bulrarian attack even
if Bulgaria had not signified her intention of siding with us.

I am convinoced that the pelicy of unmitigated eourtship of
Bulparia without heed tn the danger of alienating other sympathies
would doubly defeat its obhjsct. We ought s0 te play our cards that
the hands of reasonable Bulgarians like Guesheff and Teodoroff may
b8 strengthened, and those of Austrophil roguss like Ghenadieff be
weakensd.

Yours very sincerely

(sirned) Wickham Steed




LANSDOWNE HOUSE,
LANSDOWNE ROAD. W.N,

18th April, 1941.

Dear Noél—Buxton,

If you had not made what seemed to me a gratuitous
attack on Vansittart I should not have made what you
call an attack upon you. There is no question whatever
that,in his general reading of German history, Vansittart
is right - as I know from long experience and study.

And it seems to me sinister that attempts should be
made to hammer him because he has hammered the Germans
(in the plurel),as every one of my German friends (who
are many) feels they should be hammered.

You want to know in what way I think you were
misled by Hitler. I think that you and several other
British peers were either misled or thoroughly mistaken
when;—2g8 honourable men with ng antecedent liking for
murderefs or other criminals;ﬁwent to pay your respects
or to confer with a murderer and a criminal. How you
or Lothian or Stamp could ever have touched Hitler's
hand or accepted an invitation’to meet him after June 30,
1934, passes my comprehension. It is one thing for an
Ambassador or other diplomatic official whose duty may
require him to hobnob with rascals,to treat Hitler
formally as though he werec a decent human being; but
it is quite another thing for men of independent public
position to countenance, directly or indirectly, a man
who has ordered the torture and the murder of hundreds
of decent Germans, especially pacifists, in his
concentration camps, and has called himself "the supreme
court of German Jjustice" after having procured the
murder not only of his own villainous assocliates but of
men like General von Schleicher and his wife,and Dr. von
Gerlich, the leader of the Bavarian Ca&tholics.

I do not expect of you a higher standard of conduct
in such matters than I have myself observed. I have
never met Hitler and would on no account meet him. But
I met Mussolini in April 1918 - four and a half years
before his "March on Rome" - and got the distinct
impression that he was a criminal. Consequently I have
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never set foot in Italy since he came into power
nor have I ever given my hand to a Fascist.

As to Ferdinand of Bulgaria, I knew that he
had sold himself body and soul to Austria from
1908 onwards; and though O'Beirne, Bourchier and
others would not believe it, I told them, as I
told Sir Edward Grey in September 1914, that their
belief in Bulgaria was ill-founded and that any
effort to get hold of Ferdinand would be love's
labour lost. When I assured them that something
like a binding convention already existed between
Vienna and Sofia in 1914 they asked me (foolishly,
as I thought) "if I had seen it?” I had not seen
it but I had sources of information in Aystria that
enabled me to guess the lie of the land.

This is, roughly, why I think that you were
mistaken and misled in your views about Bulgaria,

Yours very sincerely,

MM/’@’
,.M’—‘:_-;:M ar

Hon. The Lord Noel-Buxton,
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