Onece when breskfasting at Downing Street, during the
War I was palnfully surprised by the casual wey in whieh
L.Ge spoke of a eertain British Force which, the day before,
had been annihilated, Perhaps I ought to make allowance for
a habit of talking without restruint, because I remember when I
had invited him %o m2et soneone at dimmer in the Strangers?
Roow in the House of Commons, & note was brought to him during the
dinner by a walter. It proved to be a little serawl from
Sir Jokn Simon, es he then was, who wes dining at a nelghbouring
table, I% was a freindly waraing to L.G., that what he said
was being overheard, and was too private for the ears of

strangers.



one of the most awmazing things that I bave seen in
my life was B.L, standing a% the box end declaring his
gupport of the Irish rebels, He, the reprasantative of a
party of lw and order, asked %o é&y explicitly whohlioy
he a;aérava& of the Kingt*s subjects arming theomsalves %0
resist deeisions and the forses of the Crown, arrived a%
by coastitutional process, replied emphatiocally that
he 4id 80, It geve tie impression of madness and unreallty,
but it led to appalling results, and perhaps to the Qreat
War, iy
it was entirely aas;yarte& by the Gonservative Party,
and this ie one of the cuses which should make us look
with doubt on the reputation of Conseryeiism for trustwerthiness,
During the long Conservative reign which followed the Pour '
Years' War, the Tory Party c¢lalmed to be loyal o the Loague
of Nations system, and, although it was foreign to their
national tendency, to Nationeliom, and Imperlalism of the
party, I felt confidence in the professions of Baldwin:
bat after all, we were dimypgimeﬁ in the event, [Nobody now
believes that the professed enthuslesm for league was quite

genuine,



 Biography Notes.
re Controlling Children, or the Modern Theory

Mention Romans XII. and afterwards broken.



The confliet of title taking with democrutie prineiple
might be compared with othor cases where evil is outweighed
by the suprosed good. People talk of Jesuits doing evil

that good may come. It rominds me of the rrineiple on

whieh, I understond, candidates for inglican orders declare
that they agree with the Thirty-Nine irticles, though;,
fact, they do nothing of the sort.




POLITICS

~ Some people thought we bourgeols politiclans made a saerifice

by joining the despised Soclalists, but I don't claim this at all,

In his book about Parliement, Jos Wedgewood gave two instances of what
he called 'political sacrifices' , and one of these referred to

8 certain lesc of incole on leaving business for rolities, of

whieh I bad teld him privately, but that, again, was no sacrifice

as, like inanias, I had retained plenty %o live on.

A larger cless of people seemed to think it ereditable
to 4o hard work when one had po necessity to do so, Hos
strange that people should think 1t wore agreeable to lead an
inactive live that a busy one.

On the other hedd I was not one of those who get pleasure
from being a rebel, and 1t was rainful to me to annoy and
disappoing, eé.g« my uncle E.N.B. (Edward North Buxton),

He was very angry with Charlie and me during the Four Years' War.
However, thls gave rise to a bit of fun whieh was quite ¢onsoling.
He was diectating his Recollections, and used these words: " My
nephews, N, 4nd C. seem to be no better than Communists", Then
the tyve was produced, the wording ran: are no better tham <

Communicants™,



Biography lNotes

Meals at A.J. Balfour's

Oliver lLodge and general conversation



Politics and Bociety

It is a fenous feature of English political lifa that
personal ralatiags ar@ not damaged by difference of
politieal views, It is famous, but not necssearily
admirable., Pure apiﬁian ought not to divide people,
because opinions should be distiret from feeling, Bat
the difference between desire for decent housing and the
desire to keep down the rutes represents the difference
between altruism and self-preservation, and that is
properly a division of moral personality, ‘ S

As to the effect of my own politics on soecial relations,
it 414 happen that, after I beocume known as a 3&&1@31, I lost
sight of nearly all the houses whgigwi formerly stayed. But
I think this was more from being regggzad as too busy to ay

visits. On the other hand, there is an interesting feature
in 8

ement hostility of many Conservative minds to
those who support social change,because this hostility
seens te‘ﬁé'greatar in those who know least, and care

least about polities.



MAHRLY'S BIRTHDAY

Stern daughter of a sterner sire,

0 Marly, if that name thou love,

Who art a light to guide, a Tire

To rouse the Warlies family and reprove;
Thou who art Victory and law,

When empty terrors overawe,

From strong depressions dost set free

And calmest frenzied nights of foul anxiety.

I, cataleptic and half blind,

Aigport of every random gust,

And, being to myself unkind,

Too little have reposed my trust;

And oft, when in mine ear I heard

Thy timely mandate, I deferred

The task of pickier walks to stray,

But now I fain would serve more stumly if I may,

By no disturbance of my soul

Or strong compunction in me wrought;

I supplicate for thy control;

But in the trembly ags of thought

Me this ragassing ecarcase tires,

I feel the weight of chance desires,

iy corpse no more must change its name,

I long for livid bliss which ever is the same,

Stern lawgiver § Yet thou dost wear

Our mother's most benignant grace;

Hor is there anything more fair

Then is the smile upon thy face.

Bozzoos spring before thee in their beds,

And fragrance in thy footing treuds;

Thou dost redeem even ags from wrong,

And the most ancient picks by thee are fresh andstrong,

To humbler funetions, awful Power,

I call thee; I myself commend

Into thy keeping from this hour;

0 let my stumness have an end,

Give unto me more birthday teas,

And frenzied talk of old Warlies.

The spirit of our parents give

4nd in thy saintly flat thy Bozzoo let me live.
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CHAPTER IX

POLITICS

Early Toryism
I am ashamed to thénk of the narrow ¥iews which, for
several years after growing up, I held on soeial justice,
although it may enable me to take a broader view of other
people's opinions to-day, I somehow contrived % be strongly
eonuarneé for social bettat&ant, in some ways, with rank class
prejudice in others, I could make a case of FPorylsm even now,
if it were not for the faet that English temperament is over-
whelming%y Conservative, and the opposite view is more needed in
practice, I aﬁ shocked to remember that in my shooting days
I was blind to the eriminality of elosing a publie footpath
in order to keep land at Warlies quiet for game. I must wear
a white sheet und confess that I made the keeper, Joe lodge,
keep certain stiles blocked up in the hope that pnayln would
disuse the path §E§§B erosses the upper bridge across the
brook, and induce them to be content with the other path
which avoids going through the Brook Wood, and passing the
edge of Seatterbushes, It is some consolation to think
that many people whose action strikes me as agti«scaial, are
quite unawgre of their falling short of what n&; seeus % me
to be humane, reasonable and ideal,
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Barnett and Gore ledito politiecs, but it was v,
and C.K.B. who pushed ﬁe into standing for Parliament.
‘the ¢.5.U. had not made me political in the parliamentary

or Liberal sense, and i+ had a strong dlstaste for publlc

i »
fs ?' < PN

" A > T ~
2 &F L &6 & o ¥ p

appearance. W /-4l JorIAYECAL |plnrs . .
ijifj’ftﬁj ié
in 1892 i had got up a meeting at gwﬁjhaiiszeen

support Lockwood, the Tory candidate, and had had no
Mr"‘“* 8
connection with Liberals since 1 was at narrow,’hav1ng /

been brought up a uladstonian ung;l pather JOlned the

o ¢ ;
',Ag & é H

Unionists in 1886, 1 snok% in a ﬂouse debate denouncing

&

- Lord salisbury‘s name as being a byword for prevarication:

Father had been practically Conservative, and my
position in the srewery was at variance with Liberal
policy. it required the poer war to give me much
contact with the iLiberal Party view, and even so, it
was only with the Campbell-pBannerman section of the
Liberals. my uncle &.M.5.,who was chairman of iruman's,
encouraged me to stand;and introduced me to merbert
tGladstone who was the Liberal Chief whip. <+the resuilk
was my selection as candidate at ipswich, and the
preliminaries were made easy.

when it came to publie life and visits to leading
supporters, 1 found the strain very severe, especially
a§/f was all the time carrying on my work at iruman‘s,

q;e. vrhe electlon was alleviated by the presence of

- masterman, G.n.o. and others, but it was a painful
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"”time to me,\and when it was over I felt very unlike

standing agaln:\ Howefer, L was very kindly treated
by new?;;ééie,'e;;ecially ‘Lord sSpencer,who had been in .
the Liberal vabinet, and was gratified by the support
of my uncle Francis Buxton and many others. I was
only beaten by about 200 votes.

Two years later I was asked to stand for the North
West Division of Essex, which was a Liberal seat, but
L was still deterred by previous experience. Then in
1904 I found my position at Iruman's inconsistent
with standing, and I resigned after many qualms about
cutting adrift from a regular job. 'Greater freedom
made me keen to stand, and in 1905 I offered to put

up for the vacancy which occurred in the whitby sivision.

To everybody's surprise i won thls seat which had nevq;

M, ,w‘; :‘ia‘ / 7 i SeoTA A AL e ,.""
been anytnlpg but To:y. MW_ ”V‘é’“,” 1 e ) / 2/ 4
7 1 k& 7 e e T ? o Bn Aty G4 Q) Lt Ty
f-«’(./ "y ViY N £ &/ /
i found the strain of Parllament very great. L

was véry young and I was still younger for my age.
I got sustenance from recollections of the Liberator.
lore than once I remember going to the statue in the

abbey to remind myself of the inscription whieh I like
' 'ﬁ

5
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] ¢ /MEndowed Wi tn a v1gorous and eapacicus mind,
AN 5 ! Of whdaunted(courage and untiring eﬁergy,

%8 X%vo%arﬁ¥sl%alegtt¥o %ﬁve gongg man,"
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There were some thrilling things in that Parliament.
it was an event to be in the House with 506 Chamberlain,
and I heard him speak. But he was already failing and his
end was not far off. Another notable flgure was Lecky, whom

i revered most of all the historians whonm l studled at

Cambrldge.__‘ - ”;”“)w | 02 4 h
ijQILhe Liberator haaw&lwayS“béen a»ég&i; 1ns31rer, as  |otcdsl

d X La oA, ” ‘-’7;;‘_‘*; Al j
Aa}wuuhdxéaf ' 3 o Wgﬁnea&§iua. People X

have met in electioneering told me that their fathers ﬁ»%??

had brought them up on the Memoir as if it was the

e T s

s i ,e'/ ”;%_é ol
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\x‘? mY "Eﬁbllﬂ Parpasgs s i,
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It was jolly to be in the nouse with my father*s

P

§ blble. 1 said what I thought aboz him %p the, preamble

% F %
v -

‘v

old friend Sir John Kennaway, and I liked some af the
lembers very much. Jebb, thefgaésglc aufﬁgnz%y,
remember congratulating me on studying the rules of
procedure. Sir Wilfred Lawson was also a delightful
patron. He neger lost a chance of g@ﬁé fun, and I
remember sitting by him below the gangway when he began
a sort of greeting to me by adapting Scott's poetry
with the words: “Oh macedonia, stern and wild, fit

muse for a poetic child.w

v One of the features of that summer when the Tory

.‘/‘
il Government was dying, was the attempt to get them out

R ik\ by a snap division. <he @hief Whip organized a secret

X
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gathering of Liberal members in a house in vean's Yard,
when there was an all-night sitting and the Government'e
men had slipped past their Whips. The Liberal Whips
were to telephone when the moment came for us thirty or
forty stalwarts to rush across for the division. it
never came off, but the intense boredom of spending

most of the night, dawdling sometimes in the open air

until long after daylight, remained a painful Memorye s .

I found the House an irksome ‘strain. I was too

et o

little developed and found the Party very little f Q,

&t

LA

associated with my ¢.S.U. outlook. However, Bryce was

there, so that my B&lkan leerationlsm had good support,

&ﬁﬂ{; likedﬁthe local 1orksh1re Liberals, ytrwy ansaved.

‘the keen Nonconformlsts, when roused to fury by

2 ¢l

palfour’ s*pollcy, were an inspiring, v1gorous ohrlstlan
type. The North ;orkshire moors and whitby‘weée grandy

and 1 felt confldent Of'w1nn1ng 1n the General Election

which everyone knew would end the ten years domination

ieh had neveg been
, and galned\

~~ However, the great landowners of that feudal
district put out tremendous efforts to retrieve their

A, : :
power in the dales,%sendlng their gamekeepers round to

-
w



the little farmers with the demand that they should

promise their support to peckett, the Tory candidate,
in writing, and i was beaten by 70 votes. 1L had

roused enthusiasm in Whitby, and on the announcement
pf defeat L was carried through thé 0ld streets like
a triumphant victor; the old houses seemed to rock with
the tumult and every house appeared to be hung with my

colours. 1in London L was comniserated as oneegf the feg
A o

who failed, especially by those whom I had I
to politics; masterman was conspicuous among these,

i
%d&?ﬁe was to get Office within a few months.

o

C&§<: My chance of re- entry came through the faet that they, , 1 4
> of : v LA Btan O l) V“ba;&“‘* o ¥ “"" k. ffzﬂr"» 9
I N ‘North Norfqlk membar was éqon res1gn. i as-aXl ; s L%

3 R iy N % :

(m)’f o) Yheats u”“ s Wrs Al l L8y i (il fO4

. © the-mere-easy . to«frequent«ﬁrwmer‘becaﬁngl had becomé
Y

the occupant of xunton 014 Halls €his~because, fqt my
suggestion, Father had created small holdings out of
the Hall rarm, and the house,which L had long admired

whe partridga shootlng on spratts nll% had ,become

J"{/"“"’«‘f "ﬁw})} ”-W-:s;‘, N o~ 2 f2. ﬁ(‘ff ‘é( o Q- ﬁ A L\}ﬁ““rt By

free ly. L held it ugt '1 it had housed
}}$t‘¥>x ;
one or two friends, including Rosslyn sruce, who by ¢

v
that mgms became married to kachael Gurney) But L had
L ¥
no real use for it and,persuaded vonnie and pertram

N\

to take it over. This was how 1t became a noted place

\,3

because they made the most of its possibilltles.;%f

%;qo became the occupant of volne Cottage, when Father
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move 1nto Colne nouse,“and i began tg furnlsh it / :
I N/ { Jw AB o~ } i

When oir w. Gurdon announced Bl retirement, there
was keen contention among the Liberal ﬁeaders of the
vivision, some of them thinking 1 was too radical
because 1 had taken up the cause of the agricultural
labourer. Finally it came to a competition of
cahdidates, neadquarters having disregarded my plea
for preference, and’hav1ng sent a young friend of

Roratd Beadean,
aAsquith: eﬁat the request of the non-radical local

leaders.

the rarm Labourers*gunlon then announced that they

~ would back me whether Liberals adopted me or not, and

this roused intense indignation. +he meeting of the
Liberal Hundred at melton was almost a battle. I

was adopted by 36 votes to 24, and then those who

gresented the importance claimed by the labourers, refused

AL

théﬁr supvorﬁ& though i was the official candidate.
@u w2
They came baogfby degrees, and I was elected by a good

majority in the vanuary election d? 1910, ef{ka“ ‘;%f"@

any activities of mine in the succeedlng years; _
in Parllament which can be said to be ofk;ny iﬁportanee
are deseribed in Evans*® book "wroreign Poliecy from a

Back Bench", but i may tell of some aspects which thaf‘

book is not concerned with.

£
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It was an exciting time, and very thrilling that
Charlie and I had got in together. We were both
definitely Radical}, and keen supporters of the small
group led by Sir Charles Dilke ,which had a weekly
meeting. We were all sympathetic with rnamsay HMacdonald,
who had just become Labour Leader, and we were naturally
disapproved of by the mass of Liberal members, many of
whom appeared to us little distinguishable from the

‘fories,

The marconi incident was a feature of the times,

and might have brought the Government down. Naturally

we radicals were displeased with leaders who gave rise
to the charge of putting private interests before publie
rectitude, and this view was keen ahong the men who
attended the weekly lunch of the writers of the "Nation®,
I was one of those, being a friend of vassingham, the
famous editor. In the talk at lunch I made some drastie

comments, and I remember my alarm when these appeared %

APAA A i Yt | Loy

in the next number of the "Nation®s h&PUT1YTnUﬁ63§
. W R R N
~la;fﬂé% who was™ their-author,

Lw4w§Q§ the papers kept announcing the formation of
new groups formed to ginger the Government on one

point or another, the names of u?'hwo Buxtons constantly
W AA T
appeared, and I remember Sydney, who had become

\
\

&7 . B
¥ ity
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Postmaster General, and was soon to get the poard of
Trade, saying half playfully and half reproachfully
that whenever he heard of a rebellion, he knew without
looking that C. and 1 were in it.
1t was very jolly fo find onesélf in the &ouse

with old friends in other causes, such as arthur
Ponsonby, and rercy alden, and Masterman, and there
were new friends who became close allies. One was
Phllllp Morrﬂll who loveq a fight for its own sake,
wﬁgﬁéwhe;lsé ths cfﬁs;dé;ééalnst the xussian wovernment
when 1t imprisoned a rPolish girly for her socialism.
in this case we attacked the Government for lethargy,

and I remember raising the question on the adjournment,

and using, xhe expression, ”Oh for an hour of Palmer§tonl"

::f "“f,’# ’; “’ A ,b”,e Y Gl W e §

Thefcase WOuld never have been h;érd of if the girl had

not been a friend of ranny Noel, owing to qpig; morrell

got to hear of it.bhre&ghwﬁs. anyhow, the nussian

it S S SR A5 el ke R 1oy
M& closeé% collaborator in those years was Howard

Whitehouse. He had been secretary at Toynbee Hall,

and had made his way by the aid of intense enthusiasm,

a passion for reform, a sympathetic personality and a

formidable wit.

We two bachelors were able to indulge our common

)
—— 4
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tastesﬁfven by foreign travel. He was ready to ielp me,

for instance, in promoting the cause of the inshore

fishermegéof the brltlsh coasts. Fths meant meet;ngs at
;- J{ (1’ ¢ ,:‘l.q" e é w &9

Cromer and at Sheringham.q L% was proper that & should

care for the fishermen of the Korfolk coast, but it also
I »

meant visits to Devon. We denounced the neglect of thelngﬂ;?
interests in debate, and whitehouse wagsg%somewhat unexnected
advocate of men so remote from urban life. it was reported
that he had not quite realized the cause he was supporting,

AL _
and had alluded to his clients 4n "indoor éishermen".

' it was also new to him to work at foreign affairs, but
k*gﬁhe was extremely clever at taking up new subjécts, and
» most friendly in following my tastes. So after the Agadir
incident of 1911 he came with me to serlin. we both of us
spoke and wrote upon it, and came to see that the Anglo-
German trouble must be regarded as our chief concern.
He was also my partner in running Colne Cottage and

helping me to entertain there. He was very artistic and led

het
me into the promotion of appl;ed arts We decided to - LB
7 S ;h B, & 4‘;‘ e
the handlcraft movement 1n~c:oms¥7»andﬁwewdtsvove@edma(man 'ﬁf

’ i P ".» e 2 l;?
[,v\ LA ' atl AU (. ';‘ ] £, }"{ o A
: 8. workshop and forge,f

éé%‘made lovely ironwork, especially sueh-es fire irons.and 1amp
stands, and also pade jewellery, and-ram a-shop-in-the _ghureh
Square. When I had nephews staying in the winter it was great
fun to hammer pokers, toasting forks, and table lamp holders
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on the forge. it all went on happily until thénwar C i e
killed it. But the pokers we made are still the best
that 1 possess.

whitehouse was a great authority on nuskin, and I
léarnt a lot through him. He deplored as 1 did both*égk&
humbug and toadylsméwhlch invaded :even some parliamentary
mlnds, and was amusing to the last degree when he took off
these oddltigs. ne lost his seat in 1918, but he was not
‘aéféétzéﬁﬂ}‘ﬁéte, and he proceeded to create a very large
boys' school which embodied highly original methods and
studies.

an enterprise with whitehouse which i still often
think of with pleasure was his campaign for preventing
the London parks being spoiled by a memorial to mdward vii.
+he official proposal was to make a great roadwéy and
stone bridge across st. James‘s Park from St. James's
Palace to wueen Anne's Gate. It would have been a
deplorable injury to the park and the delightful lake,
and the v1e% along thetWiE??’??ulg{%%if have been obscured.

Whltehouse m&éewspeeches and got me to back him up,
and the old Lord Carlisle, who was an artistic notable,
wrote for01bly in the rimesn.f}

;he uovernment gave way and made another scheme for

a triumphal road across ureen rark, going so far as %o

erect the splendid gates at the high point in Piccadilly-
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whidh record?the attempted scheme!as de the gates opposite
Ste James s‘Palace.f this time the Prime Minister intervened,
agg%ééldgnd%hing wouldlaléer th; Aéfefﬁlﬁaﬁigé!éf fhe 45
government.

However, whltehouse beat him, and the end was most

satisfactory = ﬂwo parks of priceless value were saved,

and the mast End acquired a park \at ohadwell; which ;

exploit which really showed the greg%es; dag‘gb, certainéy

becel T :;»?? ‘7: tg,,h
greater than L would have displayed if n tgled to battle

rby my diminutive leader.

7 o #
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P 4 my elghteen years in the nouse of Common ﬁ four fbﬂ*‘

: (V20 & gAp '535“5

3, O wereQOGCupled by the & -eat war, and elghg\by the postawar
Swz,,s B

period whieh included /mamy elections, two Labour Governments,

and the unsuccessful attempt to establish collectlve peace.,

_.M#“‘

xﬂhe flrst %Qur were enlivened b gnke ‘erises of democracys

repreéented,by the Lloyd George budget, and the fagllament
&\f \A‘('t Lﬂ'?! 4
act. «becondlyﬁ by the Irlsh Home Rule struggle, ap& f:
" e ‘*s &i &h""{ £ 4 2 &" \ 7,,.;*‘)Wyw

th?r&ly'by the aufTrage C&mpalgn. Bl i

—— L B
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AL thls ended with the war which perhaps resulted
from theﬁ because it looked to the German war mongers

as if nngland Would be handlcapped by internal d1v1sion..

gr— 5;‘,,;’{;3 oo "

%une now sees that i&\was ‘a period of a peculiar kind, in

[S———

which Liberalism passed tnrough its phase of decay. 1

will not attempt to descrlbe/ﬁﬁ because everyone should
%
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; &8
read the brilliant book of mr. Dangerfield on the sad tale

of Liberalism:' it describes those years with fascinating

ircny.j/-"j ) , 3; 1 . '*;";"A:"; 4.8 L% as

< RAN ‘- i fj e L T 2

. ﬂ“\Lhe—summen;holidays’af thase\yaars g 1ntereétxng:{
. «in 191v we went, quite a family party, to thé/zﬁteQZY
parliamentary Conference at Brussels. Belgians were
annoyed with ﬁnglqu because of the Congo atrocities
campaign, and wheé?;ime came to leave, the hotel refused
to take a eheque.f We then called a taxi, but found that
our luggage had been locked up. vharlie nobly offered
to stay bemlnd and raise money “from the cvonsul.

in 1911 came the Agadir ortsis, and in August 1 went
with whitehouse to Berlin. we found that Lloyd George:is
feckless words had created despair even among the keenest
Anglophils, and sir weorge woschen, our ambassador, said
to me: “nis speech has destroyed all my work«.

in 1912 came the Balkan war, and I went out with
Harold in October. The Premler uu@shoff arranged for

) j

us to join the bommander-lnLChlef;q I tell of thls episode

y r : [T Vel = o 4 u
%‘{J later on. ;" A 'L AVA D} WAL AUAR Aan OF ”f'("e ;‘ ~

X

Next year naréld and I felt we had neglected the
chief sufferers frdm Turkish mis-rule, namely, the
;g ‘armenians, and we went out across Russia, meeting the
; Bryces in St. Petersburg - as it then was - and arthur

Moore, correspondent of the "Times+ who had been the
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first secretary of the Balkan Committee.

we pushed through the vaucasus into Persia, and then
back through Turkey. <vthe Russians were in occupation of
Persia near Tabriz, and passed us on $® the xurdish chief
Simko, on the iurco-Persian frontier, ~who became famous
for massacre and teeachery during the%wari Wwe were robbed
by his retainers, and perhaps came nearer to belng f}nlshed

1 edhet Frtiag

off than we realized at the time. Agéih meéyksame»%h

trevb}e“cf enlarging here because we recorded our doings

\53 in a joint book: “Travel and rolitics in armeniaw,



record a few
i ;,.' %,
4

e f . 4 £, D & 0
Vit 7 DA ;
Fa ™ '\\;;f’ o ¥ W L %

it is very easy to plck holes in the B;itish rarliamentary
machine. Stevenson expressed an obvious weakness when
he said that legislating was the only profession for which
no training at all was demanded. OUbviously as social
legislation becomes more and more constructive and
complicated, it is absurd that membership of rarliament
should ?e confined to men of large means, much leisure,
3Q;a gl%é of the gab.

vast members of ii.rs. belong to no official committee,
and make no speeches. much of the expenditure of time and
money might very well be regarded as dn%y waste; there is
far too much Farty spirit, and too much satisfaction with
a life whieh has little responsibility. 1 should like to
see more politicians professional in a proper sense.
There are too few men who have been trained in social
science. The few who have been ?6 trained as secretaries

of social settlements,like Toynbee nall, are of the ufshomt

val e, and their ngmber should be mult;glled tenfold.v PO B
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ihls s/ nbmgimposs1biembeﬁadse avseaﬁ means- great.. expense.
aS-t0. ex@er%»%raaﬂ%ng,AMLntstegs -do—of course-furnish—
a suppiywermexperxs at least anagettlng bllls through

Parliament, ;he element of expert science is furnisned



by the viviil servant, and the quality of these is
extraordinarily high. vYet the predominance of the

minister, comblned w1th frequent changes 1n Mlnlsteri
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persoqnel ham§ars t 16l ;nflueaee of thq expert ; » e By
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;he'mlnlster is
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to dej?te enoqgh time to plannrhg, and he isatoo ephemeral
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to feel fuii fesponsibllity. One of these handicaps is

an 1nstitut10n on which we are accustomed to prlde .
ourselves, namel;,wthe power of the M.E. to get én anéwer
from Ministers on questions of fact or of intention.

i1n my opinion the great merit of this Plan is largely
balanced by the excessive amount of time Occupied by

the minister in getting up the answer to questions whichﬁf;éﬂ

have no real importance, and ofﬁ%n merely serve to help

an M.r, in the eyes of th const;tuents. t is no doubt ‘
¥ ? { i 4 o g [ %
a good‘%h;ng

ae,:
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for ufrice. They are much moreNngan than the Publiec
thinki, and i have often felt what a shock the rubliec
would get irf theggecasignal 1rrespon51bllli}p$\of their

remarks were known.
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in those pre-war days neither Liberal nor Tory
was in a hurry to reform things. Closure was regarded
as a denial of the ideal of unlimited freedom of debate.

rrivate motions took considerable share up to master, and

.when the Budget was finished in usay, there was hardly

e He
more than time for one important bill- jbr augustif e,

autumn sessions were regarded as abnormal and it
remained’ for the Labour Party to introduce the idea that
things needed urgently to be set in better order. I1If
we ever get a Labour Government in power as well as in

Office, there will have to be free use of vlosure by

fe?

z}i&»ﬂ‘a” ?3 = l-)z.

time- tab,le. V4 ’ Dy gt
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One thing ;that struok me,with my Quaker blood ,was

B

the teﬁdenéy to]waste which parliamentary life revealedg
I found it both an inconvenience and%aistress1ng extrafégahce o grf
that the only note paper in the libraties, and other writing 4
places, was the old fashioned double-folded sheet. It
was actually owing to my request for single sheets that
th&s revolutionary change was made in the House of
Commons. It must have saved a good many thousands of
pounds by this time.

when I had a Minister's room, I of course never
dreamed of leaving the lights burning when I left it,

and the fact that, on the contrary, some uiinisters

couionly never thought of turning the lights off shocked
& a
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me considerably.

< There is also a terrible waste of time. An M.P.

Q7

‘i; who wants to really earn his living must feel that he
is only half employed by actual parliamentary work,
unless he is working hard to get Office. It is also a
dull life unless he is extremely social and able to
enjoy unlimited hours in the smoke room or Lobby or on
the Terrace . I lixed myself to regard the House as
an office from'which ﬁovements that one wanted to promote

could be conveniently run. After Questions there was

always time to spare before 11 o ‘'clock, even if one had .
, Tt c

.
—Jf’

megﬁlngs upstalrs to attend up to dinner «f ¢

//V i,?’ihe forelgn system of official committees connected

\\ ;1th each ministry gives members of rarliament more { '§’»
responsibility and occupation than we have provided ih 5
our system. 1 realized this when i was invited in 1915
to address the Foreign aAffairs Committee of the rFrench
Chamber. But the sy§tem will be resisted by Governments
in this countrylﬁécause it certainly would limit the
freedom of the minister and take up much of his time.

I still think, after eighteen years in rarliament,

that great reformers made far better use ofvtheir time
than'if they had been in uffice. wilberforce, ohaftesbury

and suxton have been infinitely more important than 90%

of the ministers of their day, and we could well do with

3¢
# ,«..A-A ‘)
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;
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more men with the ability to play for uffice,who

WOuld devote themselves to promoting reform. At the
same time i1 always felt that, if a minister would turn
reformer, and contribute the prestige of his position
to promoting a cause, that would be the ideal position
for successful reform. Hobert vecil is a good example;

i had a small‘degree of the same advantage.

//”khe English rarty system probably producqi better

g

7

,#results than any other parliamentary plan, but L must

.
Horviadan ek

e

‘confess that Party spirit seemed to me far too g;evélent.

 'If you regard yourself as an advocate avowedly taking

© _one side in a law court, the position is sound; but

¥

‘-D%

it seemed to me improper where the business was
legislation. 1% leads to the upposition fighting to

prevent action which it may think highly desirable,

~on_the general princlple that the nain businéss is to e e

discredit the uovernment and turn 1t oat.% w%=ﬁ&“l'f
Accordingly 1 felt strong sympathy'with the few
Liberal members who insisted on voting for wrory
Government proposals if they thought them good. T
had the occasion for doing so myself all too early in
my career. When I got in for Whitby in 19u5 the rory
Government was passing a measure enabling the church
of Scotland to govern itself, .and determine its

Wrs
doctrines. The leerals oppos1ng because the

nonconformists held that the Church which wronglgﬁ

s T

Bt
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3}éceepted the help of the State ought to receive no

favour until it shook off the State connection. L
could not take that view myself and I Eersuaded one
other Liberal member to rebel along Wlth me.' e. B.,ﬁﬁ
was very annoyed with me, and i was sorry for this 3
because i was an enthuslastic supporter of his, but
it could not be helped.

Some years before, after i B%dod in 1900, the
Liberal Imperialists were conspiring against“G.B.?
tand in their search for support they got iLord nosebery,
the leader of what was called the Liberal League, to

meet candidates at dinner. 1i had not liked to refuse

S very select 1nv1ta¢ions, and was curious
to see what attractieﬁs were offered to us. To my
surprise, when dinner was over, i was the first to be
called to a separate chat with the great man, and we
had a 1ong talk.” N
wadotal

l did not conceal my ardour for some Libérel measures,

but they did not meet w1th enthusiasm. The ex-rremier

P9 wm, v e |

dwelt on efflclency as the,key note of the policy which
was to rival that of Campéell-sannerman, and mny loyalty
to the latter was confirmed. . was all the more sorry
to hurt the o0ld man‘s feelings in 1905.

My maiden speech, which was made in 1905, was

agreeably appropriate to the ¢hristian Social uUnion

o~

mﬂ( -~
propaganda. Scott-Holland:s paper, the organ of the Y?'K“‘Nz_'
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C.S.U. had been agitating about factory inspection,
and I spoke on thése lines on the nome Office votes
Scott-rHolland subsequently eulogisinéfin his paper.
naving lost my seat in 1906 1L accépted a request
fgff;;rbert samuel, who had become ﬁ&der-secretary to
the Home Office, to serve on a departmental enquiry
into the’ ggest;on of poisoning by leaq& and injury
by dust in potteries. We spent some time at newcastle
in btaffordshlre, and it was a very interesting insight
into the scandalous conditions prevailing in some of
the works. We recommended stiffer regulatlons which
weremadqpted and made a great reduction in the injury
: to workers.

i

After the @reat War the place of the o0ld Liberal

ias

i, :7!' %‘éﬂ@

Wnp9931tion was virtually taken over by Labour; the
Labour members, who before the Great war had been

few and had bee? regarded as exotics, introduced an
entirely ne&ﬁlg%e. what struck me most was the
extraordinary efficiency'which’most of them displayed -
although they had received no more than an elementary
school education. Ignorance of the derivation of words
seemed to make no difference to their vbcabulary, and
the paucity of what is known as educatiog/éég&ég often
to increase their quickness. interjection thus

became a much more marked feature of Parliamentary

Cansh e (ke G
sty

vebate. ,b RUE
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. people suffer from being cooped up, it is their own

“~

4 : \

(;f;;eafmanyvpeOPle complalned of the unhealthlness
of life in the House. Certainly it is terrible to be
indoors without a break for about nine hours on end,
and they blame the impurity of the air. but I found
the life perfectly salubrious, and 1 think this is due
to my always going for a walk before dinner. Usually
i did the round of iLembeth sridge, the delightful walk

along st. iThomas's Hospital, viewing parliament nouse

aeross the river, and back by westminster Bridge. IT

{ ;« a 4, ,‘;w,,,, R 570 P N

fault because it was almost always easv to avoid

§1v131on in the hour before dinner, aﬁd get the mhip

to let one off. if people voluntarily shut themselves

indoors from lanch until bedtlm@ 1t 1s a marvel if
they do not become G3. At Fp§\§§me time the average
M.P. is amazingly hardy. lyfou;d all-n;ght sittings
terribly trying. Sometimes a man collgpses late at
night. willie Graham, when in charggfof a bill,
suddenly fainted behind the Speaker's Chair, and an
jnvaluable man was lost to the sovernment for several
dayse.

But there is something about tne atmosphere that
keeps one going. L always fondd one could work or

write letters after dinner for the whole evenlng

until 11 p.m., while in any other 1ace to Write even
Aree PL~%§AJ‘
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, 1\ ;}%Qteyesteg mne that he thought i mlght be one of <
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badly to get‘keen supporters, in view of the v1olent

dlsapproval of his action by loyal Liberalsg: It

E &4 K‘
A ﬂ;"ﬂ’a gy

xgnge, and 1 wasnlntrlgued by the fact “that 1 anda

only three or four others were.invited by one of ;
L.Gis. men to a select dinner party at the niﬁ;;;
abﬁa;wthemen&fgngecember, 19164 A acdépfed, though
nothing was further from my plgg than to support a
Government whose raison d'etre was its adhesion to
mere fire-eating views on é;gdgollcy than those of
its predecessor.?

1% was part of this policy to endorse the cause of the
new small states to be created out of the Austro-
pungarian mmpire. The;word}"bzecyoslovakla" had not
been [ eard before, aﬁgr ﬁ u)s. néw‘bhlef whlp made

‘great fun a%&*h@sﬁé&aner of the invention of a new
nationality.
i1t was a striking occasion when the new wovernment
first met in the nmouse, and one was curious to see what
reception L.w. would get when he entered to take his
seat in the rrime minister-s.place‘by the BoxX.

ministers who had been turned out were choosing places
b

below the gangway. mr. Birrell had secured a corner

seat, and + sat next ¢to him. ne gazed with -~ v
5, \






= ?’che old yueen's selection of nosebery in preference to A

“.Mﬁiﬂ by one’s relations and friends as
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intensity at L. '. as he murmred: "He's just a Wwelsh

poacher"®, @.E%:i&g (several epithets not fit for rep&tition.

The decay of the Liberal Party dates perhaps from

\\ P

Lo

rIarcourt as uladstone's successor 1n 1894. nosebery Vs _,5“24,
“2 O R f A y"@fﬂb’ » Ged , Y P F é‘@ £, (2’ &5 1 o

prestige enabled h1m to imake"&ﬂsﬁ}-i#&n-the.mty when

Lot I*f#f ;r bt ,"* DAL nm

?&
Campbell-Bannerman's radicallsm ,had glven hm an

i

opportunlty. fasquith's succession to the leadershig },/ HEE

4-.,«r§
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wis ‘the resuli %;ftk&s”hberal J.mperig,‘!.ist mqvemen'?, "'
dda igg;ég;:&sented an outlook which mﬁ%wpwngle the
creation of the lLabour rarty. Some of ;,hgse leaders
told me that they had fully considered the question of
continuing to work with the Liberals and thus avoid a
split in the progressive forces ;which, in many ways, was
bound to prove disastrous. 4if the split could havs been

avoided, we might never haya seen t lon%L reign
b

ﬂg";‘i( g“‘«{{-ﬁ’dﬁy *»\;L, Am‘ﬁ/ﬁ oy

F ,ur., }“ Nt
<in-the" twen:.n.ss -and-again- 1n~ e ‘E"Hf:tr es, Whﬁﬂ:’li&:h 4 ;) \
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may. hasxe been respons1ble for the renewal of warﬁx é',} 3 }
(4
But nobody with keen reform' 1éeals, let alone socialistic¢

convictions, could possibly have felt that co-operation

¢ .’;%"? e = ,:r‘.\‘f‘vii
mwas possible with an Asq_uithian rarty. K’? ’Mg N ;ﬂ_,«?

s

: ‘. I felt this more than ever when war came and Liberala

: &isp}.aye@ no prineiples in regard %o war aims, in any way

aigfjsrant %o those or the Tories, I therefore spoke for
aa@?ﬁamﬁtaa yiadgeﬁ to what seemed to me a roliey of reason,

and wh.en one ofi these was a Labourite, I was Iraprtmnaaa by the
Whip Ghief Tor doing so, The Labour Zarty on the other hand
represented dsep concern for the prevention of war, and was
itself part of an international organisation, C.R.B, joined
it forthwith. To d> so was for me an alaming plunge, It was

tvited long, My mature I el
moderation. But donvietion éutmsxghsa, no%, however, before |

the 03@8&16; of 1918, I joined Labour i=m soon afterwards,

and was elected by a good majority in 1922 and again in 1924, when
we took offiece. |

N
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Conservative leaders. I was really indebted to Halifax,
then Edward Wood, as much &s to anyone for the faot that
the Bill became law, I shall return to this later on,

If any fear of publie appaaraaae ean be excused, 1t
is when a new Minister has to ansysr Tarldamentary
questions. ¥ou are not only facing Parliament, but are
reported to the world at large. The official answer
to the many questions which are put to you ean be
prepared, but the questioner has oftem laboriously
planned to involve you in trouble., The orux is the
supplementary questions of whieh you have had no notice,

~while the questioner has often thought out his method

of giving you a fall. It is a searching test of
mental rapldity staged in conditions of the greatest
possible publicity.

As %0 Cabinet meetings, what happens there is a
8tate secret, but I may be allowed %o say that I
found the work sadly hampered by lack of fresh air,
Luckily my seat was near a window, but if I left it
open a certain_ﬁinistar/was sure to shut it. I
defeated him, however, by ;eaviag Just a crack too
small tavcall his attention to the faet that it wae
open &t all, but enough for my purpose.

48 %o work on the Front Bench, I am ashamed to
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say that in those tiriang days I was plagued by attacks
of sie_a;ﬂ.nasaa‘ On one ooeasion when waiting Tor my turn
to answer questions I found myself waking up only just
in $ime, The thought of what would have happened if
when my question came I had, instead of rising %o reply,
been sesn in slumber on the Front Bench still makes me
ehiver. My best expedient was to surreptitiously
consume chocolates, while at Cabinet meetings I relied
on the smoking of eigars. I also carried one of those
powerful spring elips used for holding papers together,
and ereated pain in my finger to keep me awake.
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I had seven election campaigns in Horth Horfolk,
and Luey afterwerds had two. In the earlier elections
a good deal of rowdyism still survived, much more so than
in other ;?:arts‘ of tue country. It is curious that the
feeling against Liberals in the early days was even hotter
than egainst Lebour in the period affer the wars A%
Holt the toughs used ’#a secatter pepper, which was an
excallent way of destroying the dignity of the sneezing
speaker. unce driving thz:augh Holt on a winter's nxght
& sudden erash and fall of the broken window into the car
witnessed the good shot made by a Tory youth with a
brick.

After the victory in December 1910 when the car
was dragged into Cromer by supporters,as we approached
from $her1ngham the Tory mob, which was the largest
element in Gromer, kept up a magnificent bombarémant
with stones and lumps of turf from the roadside.
These were aimed at the car on the princirle of a mortar
gun, passing over the heads of sup sorters and falllng
on the open car, Rotten eggs were deftly dropped on
o us in this manner, and Connie's fur coat remained
yellow for a long period afterwards. I rather suspect
that this bombardment was instigated by luecy, as I
heard that her brother was a ring-leader, she being
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then a leader of a Movement called N.N Holley uignityina
"jo Noels for North Horfalk"

Afterwards, in mrrieé da‘ys, Lucy and I had “i
exoliting time in Holt moving from the oar to the meeting
when a menacing crowd surrounded us , in spite of two
policemen in close escort, and showered us with gravels

Pernaps the climex was readhed after the declaration
of the Poll when I was first slected for Labour. We had
returned from sylsham and were %o g0 to some celebration
meetings after e; high tea. Gradually & curicus noisa. ‘
penetrated from the front door, afd Mrs. BEirby shortly
entered with all the appearance of alarm, telling us
that the ovowd were breaking the windows. Sure enough
the draught was blowing through the glass of the front
door as we made for the car. We could not yisld to the
various entreaties not to emerge, aﬁ&. made & dash for
the car which was all in darkness, the crgwé, being ;
hidden behind it. As I seated mysell the door of the
far side was suddenly opened, and the hob-nailed boot of
a _po}.itiaal opponent struck me violently on the shin.

We then felt the car being tipped up in the attempt %o
turn it over, and in the light of the head lamps we saw
the faithful witchell rolling on the ground entwined
with a tough from Chapel Street.

it last we got off amid showers of stones, and the
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second car,containing the agent and others, was also
attacked as we all charged through the crowd. The
stone going through the back window was picked up by
our well-known #r, Gee and was subsequently produced
in triumph by him. We expected more fun, but all was
guiet on our return from A¥yksham, and tﬁeXPolice came
round to offer apologies for permitting these doings
to occur.

Luey's pungent speeches in later elections drew the
fire of the enemy's fury from me to her, and wé were
followed from meeting to meeting by a well-known squiress
whose thirst for Lucy's blood led her to take the :
opportunity arror&ed‘hgrharwhazingimadevarspeoeh.

Perhaps it was my support of the 1aboﬁ§era which
made the feeling when I first stood more violent
than in other divisions. I was the favourite of the
labourers because I had from the first felt that the
Norfolk wage of 12/~ a week (and less when wet weather
prevented work) ceould not be overlooked by public men,
whether the Liberalism of the day liked it or not.
This was the reason given by a certain landowner for
his afrérts to get me blackballed when I came up for
election to the Norfolk Club; efforts which were

successful.,
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LABOUR.

r Until the Great War it never erossed my mind that I
might join the lLabour Party.j For one thing there was
no place in the Party for the non-manual worker, and we
Liberals regarded Labour @s only for the horny-handed.

lljnnring the war two aspects changed my mind. On the one

‘hand the Liberals who, under 4Asquith's leadership, tended
to pursue respectability and drop the Radical idealism

of Campbell-Bannernan, seemed to conform more and more

8o the Conservative outlook; The activities of wartime
brought Parties together. For the first Pime Liberals
found tiaemselves free from hostility, and on war questiens
they displayed no difference of view. There were
admirable exceptions.,

| Buckmaster in particular, who had been a Law Officer,
held views like those of Lansdowne on the settlement
which should be pursued, I urged him to give a lead
in that direction, and he felt strongly drawn to this
but said he could not break loose from Asquith to whom
he owed so much, Indeed Asquith himself would have
made a better peace than Lloyd George, but until his
overthrow he showed no publia»sign of disapproving
the purely “knoek out" poliey whieh L.G. definitely
pursnea.,theroby'winning publie favour, and Justifying
his expulsion of Asquith.
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The result of this attitude of the Liberals was %o
make us who took a special interest in war and-peace
questions feel keen to support candidates of our view,
even if they were Labour{} I myseif took the plunge
by supporting the Labour candidate at a bye-election
at Keighley. I was lectured by the Chief whip, and
indeed it was an act of revolt.

A%t the election of 1918 I stodd as Liberal-Labour,
and a year later I joined the Labour rarty. C.R.B. and
Gharlie trevelyan zave a lead to malcontent Liberals like
myself. Without Charlie's example I doubt if I should

have brought myself to such extreme action, being a
convinced compromiser and not by nature a whole-hogger.

I put off joining the Party in the hopes that I could
carry my Liberal supporters with me if they were given
time. Other Liberals moved to new Divisions, while I ‘
invited my old supporters to come over to a new $abernacle.
The strain was too great for many of them, and the fury
of some local leaders was bitter.

My Tory opponent was confident of success, and at the
last moment a Liberal candidate was also run against
me, but I got in easily in 1922, and still more easily
at subsequent elections. In all I was elected for North
Norfolk twice as a Liberal, and four times as a Labourite.

I do not think I should huve joined the Party if I had
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not seen that one should judge Parﬁ;uakmare by their
deeds more than by their words. Socialists are fond of
talking in general abstract terms whieh, I think, has
largely hampered their success. In practive when in
office they are bound to promote measures which are not
more startling than the best Radical measures of a
Liberal Government. For instence, in the first Labour
Government we did nothing of consequence except a
Housing Bill and my own wages Bill, both of whieh would
haya been normal to a Liberal regime, :

a C“ I was'eénvinced that the Labour Party represented a
far greater interest in the question of peace and war
than d4id the Liberal Party. The question was so little
spoken of by Liberal politicians that one could be
attacked as I was for talking of foreign politics and
denounced to the electors as the friend of every country
but one's own.

It was the Labour Party which changed that, and it
is essentially committed to international order because
it is an international movement and organization. More
than that, it was recognized by the best Christian
leaders, e.g., Gore-and Temple, as embodying chrisfian
ideals, | ’ |

I feel that the Labour Party was the true successor
of the Radical school of Liberals. It is a question

of the degree of reforming energy. It is quite easy
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%0 take the view that things have moved in recent times
quicker than beraia, and that there 1s»no need to hurry.
I can sympathize with the Conservative outlook, but by
convietion I think it is mistaken,  The vast improvements
we have seen in sneial schemes would never have come
about without the work of those who pushed hard.

There was a wonderrﬁlly good illustration of the
two schools when I stayed with the venerable Bishop
esteott at Bishop Auckland. iis son was arguing that
the workers were well satisfied with their life, and
there was no need to encourage them to complain, because
they were as happy as ourselves.

The reply of his famous father, expressed in his
tiny low voice, was the simple question: "In one room?*
It was a good answer because I think that the maa€
complacent person would find his views upset if he
visited, as I have done, homes which econsisted of a very
small Toom mostly filled by the two beds in which parents,
boys and girls huddled at night, and in which also
members of the family were born and died. All meals were
eooked and eaten in this room, and all the family goods,

including coal, were stored there.
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THE FIRST LABOUR GOVERNMENT. '

It was a historical event when the Labour Party,
which had been dréaded by respectable people, actually
took Office. 014 ladies nearly died of funk., I had
never seen myself as a possible ﬁiniu%cr, and it gave
me & shock ﬁhen ilucy and 1 went out to luneh with the
Webbs and he broached the idea. I thought he might be
speaking without his book. Soon afterwards Ramsay
proposed himself %o lunch at Rutland Gate, and asked me
to take him by road to Oxfordshire to see his daughter,
It looked @s if he had something unusual to say.

C.R.B. was at lunch, and when the eér drove up to the
door, he remarked "This is the car of destiny", and so
it proved. The situation was thrilling but extremely
alarming. I had alwaya thought that Ministers represented
first class brains, However I was fortified by the
statement that strength is made perfect in weakness.
Apart from the general alarm, I felt rather like a fish
out of water in being regarded as an expert on ,
agriculture, as I had long reserved myself for foreign
questions., :

We were duly marshalled at Buckingham Palace to be
commissioned by the King, and to kneel in front of him
to kiss his hand. Whaatly, the Minister of Health,

who had always posed as a sort of crude sabotéur, was
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apparently unable to get up again from the cuahien.
and it looked as if he had been overcome with loyalty
to the Throne. |

We had no majority in the House without the Liberals,
and ought to have worked closely with them to carry out
what they would support, but R.l., hated them more than he
hated the Tories, and we were never on good terms. In
that situation we had chiefly an opportunity for
propaganda., I might have used the unrivalled platform
which we all had %o meke the country more acquainted
with dur poliecy for Agriculture, through State control
of the land, but Ramsay gave no lead, and the practical
job was to get through my bill on wage regulations by
avoiding antagonizing people as much as possible.

The secoond Labour Government came after an interval
of five years. Part of the time had been occupied by
illness and convalescence, and afterwards I had felt that
the job of Opposition was so insignificant that I had
better give Parliament up. As I stayed on, however, I
ought to have tried to qualify myself for some other
‘orx‘iﬁa. i‘i‘e did not know whom Remsay would put into
office the second time, and in fact Olivier, Wedgwood
and others were dropped. However, Ramsay wanted me when
the time came, and insisted that I and Charlie Trevelyan
must resume our old offices, '

ﬁhi_s second Labour Government was less ﬁappy than
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the first. BRamsay for some reason was unfriendly, and,

as Sydhay Webb wrote in an article after the Gévamqnt
fell, he disliked his colleagues more and more. He

would not let me introduce the Marketing Blil, which

was the only measure that I saw a chance of passing,

and then he insisted on nmy hoiéing a series ét conferences
with leading landowners and fermers, who at the end :
naturally wished to see the P.d. He refused to see them.

1 was gagged in replying to the enquirarh in the House
about our poliey, and I did not enjoy being described

as an oyster. I also found myself, after a time, exhausted
and began to show alarming symptoms, so that 1 could not
face all-night sittings, and in June 1930 I resigned.

e



AGRICULTURAL WAGES RILL

This Bill was a heavy takk, and my nose was only
kept to the grindstone by the urgent plight of the
farm labourer. His wage, which had been adequate for
the first time during the War had rapidly fallen to the
0ld scandalous level when L.G. recklessly repealed the
Agriculture Aet in 1921, The Ministry reported to me
cases where labourers were only getting £1 a week.

We had not a majority in the 1924 rarliament for any
measures which did not carry the support of the Liberal
Party, and this limited the measures on whieh the .
Govarnmen£ could embark. Bills affecting the workers?
interests were therefore generally speaking limited to
two, nemely, housing and farm wages. wheatley's Housing
Bill encountered great opposition and oceupied much time.
The other Bill fell to me and we knew that it was doubtful
how far the Liberals would support us in it. I introduced
the Bill with a provision for restoring the National
wWages Board, and the chances of the Bill on Second
Reading looked fairly good, but in Grand Committee we
found the Liberals lukewarm and a National wages Authority
was defeated.

Finding this i adjourned the Committee, disregarding
the advice of my officials, because I did not wish to
be acmprdmised without consulting the Prime Minister.
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The next step was té discuss with him whether to g0 on,
and we did this at lunch at Downing Street with Ramsay
and Jimmy Thomas. We decided to proceed and called the
Grand Gommittéa again. ?rietion developed with the
Liberals, and I despaired or'passing any bill till one
Qvening in the Lobby a conaoiiativc country member let
fall the remark that the Terias might not be opposed to
@& Bill which provided for separate authorities for each
county. I wired to Edward Wood (afterwards Halifax)

who was leading the Tories in the matter, asking him to
meet me, because there was only just time for the ;
necessary steps before the recess, He was willing to
help a Bill on these lines provided that we did not
insist on a minimum money wage riguro. This the Liberals
would not agree to, and when the Committee met we of the
Labour rarty were ourselves divided,because some of the
Trade Union members insisted on voting for a minimum
figure of 30/-. My old friend George Edwards was among
these, as was natural, he being Seoreta:y of the Farm
Labourers' iinion. The others I did not so easily
forgive, because they endangered the negotiation with
wWood, by which alone a bill could be passed. It was a
novel and valuable procedure, and I had casually obtained
Wood's promise to secure that the Bill should not be
thrown out by ‘the Lords,
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Franeis aAeland, who led the Liberals, agreed with me,
but some of his flock threw over my offer, so that I was
thrown into a valuable alliance with the Tories. The
Trade Union members on the Committee urged that the Bill
should be dropped, and on striet principle their wishes
should have prevailed on an industrial gquestion, but I
decided to do what I thought was best for the agricultural
labourers and, rather than betray them, I asked for a
special meeting of the whole rarty. At this I mede the
strongest possible appeal not to lose what would benefit
the poorest class of workers.

Meanwhile wood and Fitzroy (afterwards Speaker),

who was assisting Wood in Committee, had been alarmed
&t the fact that some Labour members voted against me in
Committee on the ninimum figure question. They asked me
to declare in Committee that the Government would not
propose or start a minimum figure. I wﬁs glad to do this
though it annoyed the rebellious lLabour men. It was the
only way to get the ?tll, when the Bill reached the Lords
there was protest by some peers against the bargain which
had been struck with me b& the Tory leaders, taking away
the freedom of their lordships to deal as they liked
with the 5111, but Lord 6@1&8%&:} stuck to the eauh;t and
the Bill was passed. |

‘The Aot was a great success, immediately raising farm
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wages with general consent and soon bringing up the
eeuntiu}hm paying 25/~ to the 5@/* which had been
demanded. In spite of this the agricultural divisions
voted Tory, with the single exception of my own Division,
at the next elestion. But among my treasures is a
present expressing the gratitude of the Farm Labourers’
Union for the enormous benefit whioh the Act conferred,
and I derive the greatest satisfaction from the knowledge
that my departure from striet democracy inside the lLabour
Party was an example of sound prineiple.
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My great helper in securing ‘the North Norfolk
candidatéme was George Edwards, the agricultural
labourers' leader. He had revived the Union started
by Joseph Arch, whieh had died out. Edwards, as the
world knows from his book, "Orows-scaring to Westminstery,
was a very remarkable man., He was bred in the hungry
forties when his father -~ a farm labourer - went to
Jail for taking e turnip to feed his children; as a
result of which he and his mother went to the workhouse.

- He was almost a hunchback; though starved in his youth,
he had indomitable courage. He was an agitator from
early years and lost his job. My unele, Louis Buxton of
Bolwick, then got work for him, and ultimately he began
to organize the Union from his tiny cottage 4t Greshem.

When I got to know him in 1907 he was doing all the
business of the Union from a minute attie, reaching
meetings all over the county on his bieycle. ke was
also a fervent Primitive Methodist and loecal preacher.
When his Union meetings included a tea, he always opened
with grace, and sometimes & hymn. He got into rarliament
in 1955; and it was jolly to have him in the House when
I was Minister in charge of the Farm wages Bill.

iy fondness for him " was undiminished by his voting
against me in the Grand Committee of the Bill.
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Edwards was & real friend. He was a gemuine gentleman,
end it was e great pleasure %o have him staying with us
at Colne Cottage - & pleasure enhanced by his quaint
tastes, such &® an abliorrence of novels, and a habit of
mutiing geven lumps of sugsy in his tea.
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THE LORDS.

Although I felt I should have & break-down if I went
on in the Commons, I hoped I might earry on in the Lords
where Arthur Ponsonby had. already gone. 1 told Ramsay
this, but he wanted Addison, who had been my under-secretary,
to be Minister. wWhether to go to the Lords was very
debatable indeed., I felt strongly that I did not wish to
drop out of publie life, and that I might use the position
to help causes for whioh I eould do nothing if I ceased to
be a member of Parliament altogether. On the other hand,
I see no merit in hereditary political power, and had
thought it hardly consistent even with the principles I
believed in as a Liberal. For-a:kL ‘

position needed a very strong reason. It»was t_aking j:art
in an institution of which he disapproved, in its present
form, and if he had a son ha was still more deeply involved.
The position of a peer was artificial, and the socinl
prestige connected with 1t was regrettable. I consulted
seyeral people, ineluding C.R.B. and V., I thought that
such good demoerats would be for sticking to ideal
demoeratie prineiples, but to my surprise I found them
strongly in favour of accepting. If they haed not, I should
have refused. Now, after twelve years, I often wonder if
I was right. Anyhow they thought I was, and at all events
I made a great many speeches on subjects whieh I thought

-$oiaceeptuthetuii «
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1myar$ant; and perhaps some of them at least had the
utility which Lord Pentland toléd ‘me was the valno of a
speech in tha Lorﬁa, namely an artiele in a mnnthly

review,
Ir only paeragas eoul& be ror 11fe, I should strongly

_appreve of them, because a senate is an axeellent institution,
and speaking in the Upper House is far better than the
cammana. the speakars being unaffected by ﬁheught of
aenstituants, ana most of them people of great axperianae.
lately a good deal of the false soeial snobbery has been
diminished by the increasing rractice of keeping to ond'a
ramily neme, instead of taking a territorial title, 4
false prestige is given by turning a Mr. Smith into a
Lord Broadaores. A difficulty arose in sticking to the
surname in my case, because Sydney Buxton strongly
objected to there being another Lord Buxton. As there
are many cases of such duplications, ¥.g. Greys, Howards,
ete., I &1d not sympathize, but I did not like to hurt .
Bis feelings, especially as he had lost his son. I met
the dilemma by changing my surname, which involved a
double name. I\hate double names, but there was no other
wa}. it was a considerable saerifice, and I told Rufus

that I should strongly approve if he chose to revert to
Buxton.
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Has the pudding of ' peerage been proved by the eating ?
| That depends on whether speeches for many good causes
have formed any econtribution. anyhow my position led
me to be invited to be president of various movements,
and ir I had baen out of Parliament, I should not have
been offered such mtemating work.,
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Barnett and Gore led to polities, but it was V.
and C.R.B. who pushed me into standing for Parliament.
The €.S8.U. had not made me political in the parliamentary
or Liberal sense, and I hed a strong distaste for publie
appearance.
| In 1892 I had got up a meeting at Copthall Green in
support Lockwood, the Tory candidate, and had had no
connection with Liberals since I was at Harrow, having
been brought up a Gladstonian until Father joined the
Unioniets in 1886, I spoke in a House debate denouncing
Lord salisbury's name as being a byword for prevarication.
Father had been practically Conservative, and my
" position in the Brewery was at variance with Liberal
policy. It required the Boer wWar %o give me much
contact with the Liberal Party view, «nd even so, it
was only with the Campbell-Bannermen section of the
Liberals. My uncle E.M.B.,who was chairman of Trumen‘s,
&nesuragaé me to stand and introduced me to Herbert
Gladstone who was the Liberal Chief whip., The resuli
was my selection as candidate at Ipswich, and the
prelimineries were made easy,
when it came to publie life and visits to leading
supporters, I found the strain very severe, especially
as I was all the time carrying on my work at Truman's,
ete. The slaetién was alleviated by the presence of
mMasterman, C.h.B. and others, but it was a painful
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time to me, and when it was over I felt very ualike
standing again, However, I was very kindly treated
by new people, especially Lord Spencer who had been in
the Liberal Cabinet, and was gratified by the support
of my unole Francis Buxton and many others. I wae
only beaten by about 200 votes. :

Two years later I was asked to stend for the North
West Division of Essex, which was & Liberal seat, but
I was 8till deterred by previous experience. Then in
3.%%' I found my position at Truman's ineonsistent
with standing, and I resigned after many qualms about
outting adrift from a regular job, Greater fresdom
made me keen to stand, and in 1906 I offered to put
up for the vacanoy wiich oovurred in the whithy m:ﬂaiém
To everybody's surprise 1 won this seat, which had never
been anything dut Tory.

I found the strain of Parliament very great. I

was very young and I was still younger for uy ages
I got sustenance frow recollestions of the Liberator,
Hore than onve I remenmber golng to the statue in the
abbey %o remind myself of the insoription which I like

"Endowed with e vigorous and capasious mind,
0f undeunted courage and untiring energy,
He was early led by the love of God

To devote his talent to the good of Man."
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 There were some thrilling things in that Parliament.

1t was an event to be in the House with Joe Chamberlain,
and I heard him speak. But he was already failing and his
end was not far off. Another notable figure was Lecky, whom
I revered most of all the historians whom I studied at
Cambridge. ‘ ,

The Liberator has always been a great inspirer, as
he was Yo very many of a former generation. People I
have met in electioneering told me that their fathers
bad brought them up on the Memoir as if it was the
Bible. I said what I thought @bout him.in-the) preamble
to my "Publie Purposes Trust",.

It was Jolly %o be in the House with my father's
0ld friend Sir John XKemnawey, and I liked some 6f the
Members very much. Jebb, the classie authority, I
remember congratulating me on studying the rules of
progedure, Sir Wilfred Lawson was also a delightful
patron. He neger lost a chance of some fun, and I
‘remember sitting by him below the gangway v&hen he began
a sort of grea’ﬁng Yo me by adapting Scott's poetry
with the words: "Oh vacedonia, stern and wild, fit%
muse for a poetic child.w

Gn; of thé features of that summer when the Tory
Govermment was dying, was the attempt to get them out
by @ snap division. The @hief Whip organized a secret



gathering of Liberal members in a house in Dean's Yard,
when there was an all;niéhﬁ sitting and the éovefn&ent'a
men had slipped past thelr Whips. The Liberal Whips
were to telephone when the moment came for us thirty or
forty stelwarts to rush across for the division., It
never came off, but the intense boredom of spending
most of tie night, dawdling sometimes in the open air
until long after daylight, remained a painful memory.

I found the House an irksome strain., I was too
little developed and found the Party very little
associated with my C.S.U. outlook. However, Bryce was
there, so that my Bdlkan Liberationism had good support,
and I liked the local Yorkshire Liberals,

The keen Noneconformists, when roused to fury by
Balfour's poliecy, were an inspiring, vigorous Christian
typre. The North Yorkshire moors and Whitby weXe grand,
and I felt confident of winning in the General Eleection
whiech everyone knew would end the ten years domination
of the Tories, I had ﬁbn a seat which had never been
previously anything but Conservative, and gained
something of a name for doing so, C.B., himself making a
speecli about the orowning mercy of whitby.

However, the great landowners of that feudal
distriet put out tremendous efforts to retrieve their
power in the dales, sending their gamekeepers round to



81
the little farmers with the demand that they should
promise their support to Beckett, the Tory candidate,
in writing, and I was beaten by 70 votes. I had
roused enthusiasm in Whitby, and on the announcement
of defeat 1 was carried through the old streets like
a triumphant victor; the o0ld houses seemed to roek with
the tumult and every house appeared to be hung with my
colours. In London I was ¢ommiserated as one of the few
who failed, especially by those whom I had ingroduced
%o polities; sasterman was conspicuous among these,
and he was to get Office within a few months.

My chance of re~entry came through the faet that the
Worth Horfolk member was soon to resign. It was all
the more easy to frequent erai' because I had become
the ocoupant of Runton 0ld Hall: ¥%his because, at my
suggestion, Pather had oreated small holdings out of
the Hall Farm, and the house,which I had long admired
when partridge shooting on Spratts Hill, had become
free to let separately. I held it ugtil it had housed
one or two friends, including Rossiyn mén, who by
that means became mrri% to Rachael Gurney, but 1 had
no zf'eal use for it and persuaded Connie and Bertram
to take it ’owr. This was how 1t became a noted place
because they made the most of its possibilities. I
also became the osccupant of Colne Cottage when Father
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moved into Colne House, and I began to furnish it
and invited friends there,

When Sir W. Gurdon announced his retirement, there
was keen contention among the Liberal Leaders dt the
Division, some of them thinking I was too radical
because I had taken up the cause of the agrioultural
labourer. Finally it ceme %o a competition of
cahdidates, Headquarters having disregarded my plea
for preference, and having sent a young friend of
~Asquith's at the request of the non-radieal 163&1
leaders, A

The Farm Labourers® Union then announced that they
would back me whether Liberals adopted me or not, and
thie roused intense ;néignatien. The meeting of the
Liberal Hundred at Melton was almost a battle. I
was adopted by 36 votes to 24, and then those who
resented the importance claimed by the labourers, refused
their support, though I was the offiecial candidate,
They came back by degrees, and I was elected by a good
majérity in the Jenuary election in 1910,

any activities of miacvin the succeeding years
in Parliement which can be said to be of any importance
~ are described in Evans' book "Foreign Poliey from a
Back Bench", but I may tell of some aspects which the
book is not concerned with,
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(It was an exoiting time, and very thrilling that
Charlie and I had got in together. We were both
definitely Radicals, and keen supporters of the small
group led by Sir Charles Dilke which had & weekly
meeting. We were all aymﬁathatie’with Ramsay Macdonald,
who had just become Labour &eaéﬁr; and we were naturally
aisapprévaa of by the mass of zibexal members, many of
whom appeared to us 1ittle distinguishable from the
Fories. | el

The Marconi incident was & feature of the times,

and might have brought the Government down. Naturally
wﬁ Radicals weralﬁispleasea with leaders who gave rise

. %0 the charge of putting private interests before publie
rectitude, and this view was keen ahong the men who
attended the weekly luneh of the writers of the "Nation®.
1 wes one of those, being a friend of Massingham, the
famous editor. In the talk at lunch I made some drastie
commente, and I remember my alarm when these appeared
in the next number of the *Nation"} happilyfnebeay

learned who was their author.

As the papers kept aennouncing the formation of
new groups formed to ginger the Government on one
point or another, the names of us two Buxtons gonstantly
appeared, and I remember Sydney, who had become
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Postmaster General, and was soon to get the Board of
Trade, saying half playfully and half reproachfully
thet whenever he heard of & rebellion, he knew without
looking that ¢, and I were in i‘%.
It was very jolly tc find oneself in the Houss
with old friends in other causes, such as arthur
- Ponsonby, and Perey alden, and:&aatarm, 'and tliera
were n-.aw,rriméa who became close allies, One was
[ Philiip Horr®ll, who loved a fight for its own sake,
and who led the orusade against the Russian Government
when it imprisoned a Polish girl, for lher socialism.
In this case we attacked the Government for lethargzy,
end I remember raising the question on the adjournment,
and using the expression, "Oh for en hour of Palmersmx"j
The case would never have been heard of if the girl had
not been 2 friend of B‘&nny‘ncel, owing to whieh Morrell
got to hear of it through us. anyhow, the Russian
Government gave way, so we got the girl out éf gaol.

Hy closest eollaborator in those years was Howard
Whitehouse, He had been secretary at Toynbee Hall,
and bad made his way by the aid of intense enthusiasm,
a passion for reform, a sympathetic personality and a
formidable wit,

We two bachelors were able to indulge our common
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tastes even by‘toroign travel. He was ready to help me,

for instance, in promoting the cause of the inshore
fishermen of the British coasts. This meant meetings at
Cromer and at Sheringham. It was proper that I should

care for the fishermen of the Norfolk coast, but it also
meant visits to Devon. We denounced the neglect of their
interests in debate, and whitehouse was a somewhat unexpected
advocdte of men so remote from urban life. It was reported
that he had not quite realized the cause he was supporting,
and had alluded to his clients &% "Indoor Fishermen®.

It was also new to him to work at foreign affairs, but
he was extremely clever at taking up new subjects, and
most friendly in following my tastes. So after the Agadir
incident of 1911 he came with me to Berlin. Wwe both of us
spoke and wrote upon it, and came to see that the inglo-
German trouble must be regarded as our chief concern.

He was also my partner in running Colne Cottage aﬁd
helping me to entertain there. He was very artistic and led
me into the promotion of applied arts We decided to promote
the handieraft movement in Cromer, and we discovered a man
to our taste who came to Cromer, started a workshop and forge,
and made lovely iromwork, espeeially such as fire irons apd lamp
stands, and also made jewellery, and ran a shop in the Caureh
Square. When I had nephews staying in the winter 1% was great _
fun to hammer pokers, toasting forks, and table lamp holders
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on the forge. It &ll went on happily until the war
killed it. But the pokers we made are still the best
that I possess. o
whitehouse was a great authority on Ruskin, and I
learnt a lot through him. He deplored as I did both
humbug and toadyism,which invaded even some parliamentary
minds, and was amusing to the 1aa£ degree when he took off
these oddities, iHe lost his seat in 1918, but ho(was not
defeated by Fate, and he proceeded to create a very large
boys' school which embodied highly original methods and
studies,
an enterprise with whitehouse which I still often
think of with pleasure was his campaign for preventing
the Iondon parks being spoiled by & memorial to Edward VII.
The official proposal was to make a great roadway and
stone bridge across St. James's Park from St. James's
Palace to Queen Anne's Gate. It would have been &
deplorable injury to the park and the delightful lake,
and the view along the water would also have been obscured.
Whitehouse made speeches and got me to back him up,
and the old Lord Carlisle, who was an artistic notable,
wrote foreibly in the "Times".
The Government gave way and made another scheme for
a tr v phal road across Green Park, going so far as to

erect the spleh&iﬁ gates at the high point in Picecadilly
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which record the attempted scheme as do the gates opposite
gt, James's Pdlace. This time the Prime Minister intervened,
and said nothing would alter the determination of the
Government.

However, Whitehouse beat him, and the end was most
satisfactory = vwé perks of priceless value were saved,
end the East End acquired a park (at Shadwell) whieh
otherwise would never have existed. I ;hared in the
‘exploit which really showed the greatest daring, gertainly
greater than I would have displayed if not led to battle
by my diminutive leader.

0f my eighteen years in the House of Commons, four
. were occupied by the Great wWar, and eight by the post-war
period which included many elections, two Labour Governments,
and the unsuccessful attempt to establish collective peace. '
The first four were enlivened by fho erises of democracy
represented by the Lloyd George budget, and the Parliament
aset. Secondly, by the Irish Home Rule struggle, and
thirdly by the Suffrage Campaign.

411 this ended with the war which perhaps resulted
from them, because it looked to the German war mongers
as if rngland would be handicapped by internal divisiom.
one now sees that it was a period of a peculiar kind, in
whieh Liberalism passed through its phase of decay. 1

will no% attoapt to describe it because severyone should
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read the brilliant book of mr. Dangerfield on the sad tale
of Liberalism. It describes those years with fascinating
irony. |

The summer holidays of those years were interesting.
Iﬁ 1910 we went, quite a family party, to the Inter-
parlismentary Conference at Brussels, Belglans were
annoyed with England begause of the Gongc'atreeitiea
campaign, and when time came to leave, the hotel refused
‘to take a cheque. We then called a taxi, but found that
our luggage had been locked up., GCharlie nobly offered
to stay behind and raise money from the Consul.,

In 1911 came the Agadir edksis, and in August I went
with Whitehouse to Berlin. we found that Lloyd George's
reckless words had created despair even among the keenest
vanglcyhils, and Sir George Goschen, our ambassador, said
to me: “His speech has destroyed all my work®.

in 1912 o:me the Balkﬁn.war, and I went out with
Harold in October. The Premier, Gudshoff, arranged for
us to join the Commander-in-Chief. I tell of this episode
later one.

Next year Harold and I felt we had neglected the
chief sufferers from Turkish mis-rule, mamely, the
armenians, and we went out across Russia, meeting the
Bryces in St. Petersburg - as it then was - and Arthur
Moore, correspondent of the "Times" who had been the
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first secretary of the Balkan Committee,

We pushed through the Caucasus into Persia, and then
back through Turkey. The Buséians were in occupation of
Persia near Tabris, and passed us on $0 the Kurdish chief
Simko, on the Turco-Persian frontier, who became famous
for massacre and treachery during the war. iWe were robbed
by his retainers, and perhaps came nearer to béing finishqd
off than we realized at the time. aigain I may save the
trouble of enlarging here because we feaordod our doings
in a joint book: “Travel and Politics in armenia®,
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I am not specially interested in the science of
Pariiamaﬁtary Government, and I will only record a few
impressions that I formed.

it is very easy to pick halg? in the British Parliamentary
machine., Stevenson expressed éﬁ obvious weakness when
he said that legislating was the only profession for whiech
no training at all was demanded. Obviously as social
legislation becomes more and more gonstructive and
complicated, it is absurd that membership of Parliament
should be oonfined to men of large means, much leisure,
~and a gift of the gab.

Vast members of M.rs. belong to no official committee,
and make no speeches. much of the expenditure of time and
money might vary'wall be regarded as only waste; there is
‘ far too much Party spirit, and too much satisfaction with
a life which has little responsibility. I should like to

see more politicians professional in a proper sense.

There are too few men who have been trained in social

science. The few who have been so trained as secretaries

of social settlements,like Toynbee Hall, are of the uimiomt

value, and their number should be multiplied tenfold.

This is now impossible because a seat means great expense.
A8 t0 expert training, Ministers do of course furnish

@& supply of experts at least in getting bills through

Parliament., The element of expert science is furni&hpﬁ
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by the Civil Servent, and the quality of these is
extraordinarily high, Yet tké predominance of the
vinister, combined with traqaant changes in Einistorial
personnel, hampers the influence of ‘the expert.

The iinister is also handiaappoa by being too &asy
to devote enough time to planning, and he is 00 ephemeral
to feel full rasponsibility. One of these handieaps is
an institution on which we are aceustomed to pride
ourselves, namely, the power of the M.P. to get an answer
from Ministers on questions of fact ar‘af intantion;
in my opinion the great merit of this plan is largely
balanced by the excessive amount of time occupied by
the siinister in getting up the answer to questions whieh
have no real importance, and often merely serve to help
- an M.P, in the eyes of his constituents. It is no doubt
a good thing that a minister should be respected, but
in faet they are only the men who have asserted themselves
Just a fragtion more than a vast number of their rivals
for Office. They are mueh more human than the Publie
think, and I have often felt what a shock the rudblie
would get if the occasional irresponsibilities of their

remarks were known.
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iIn those pre-war days neither Liberal nor Tory
was in a hurry to reform things. Closure was regarded
as a denial of the ideal of unlimited freedom of debate.
Private motions took considerable share up to Easter, and
when the Budget was finished in iay, there was hardly
more than time for one important bill for August.
sutumn sessions were regarded as abnormal, and it
remained for the Labour Party to introduce the idea that
things needed urgently to be set in better order. If
we ever get a Labour Government in power as well as in
office, there will have to be free use of Glosure by
tima~tabl§;
One thing that struck me,with my Quaker blood,was
the tendency %o waste which parliamentary life revealed.
I found it both an inconvenience and distressing extravagance
that the only note paper im the libraties, and other writing
pléeos. was the 0ld fashioned double-folded sheet. It
was actually owing %o ﬁy request for single sheets that
theé revolutionary change was made in the House of
Commons. It must have saved a good many thousands of
pounds by this time.
| when I had a Minister's room, I of course never

dreamed of leaving the lights burning when I left it,

and the faet that, on the contrary, some ministers
eommonly never thought of turning the lights off shocked
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me considerably.

There is also a terrible wéstc of time. An M.P.
who wants to really earn his living must feel that he
is only half employed by actual parliamentary work
unless he is working hard to get Ofﬁeo. It is also a
aull life unless he is extremely social and able %o
enjoy unlimited hours in the smoke room or iobby or on
the FPerrace . I liked myaeir $o regard the House as
an office from which movements that one wanted to promote
gould be conveniently run., After questions there was
always time to spare before 1l o'clock, even if one had
meetings upstairs to attend up to dinner.

Fhe foreign system of official committees connected
with eaeh iinistry gives members of rarliament more
responsibility and occupation than we have provided in .
mir system. I realized this when I was invited fn 1915
to address the Foreign A!‘:_rairs committee of the French
Chamber. But the system will be resisted by Governments
in this country because it certainly would limi% the
freedom of the sinister and take up much of his time.

I 515111 think, after eighteen years in Parliament,

. that great reformers made far ‘w‘btervuae of their time -
than if they had been in Office. Wilberforce, Shaftesbury
and Buxton have been infinitely more important than 0%
of the Ministers of their day, and we eould well do with



more men with the ability to play for 0ffice who

would devote themselves to promoting reform. At the
same time I always felt that, if a minister would turn
reformer, and contribute the prestige of hie position
to promoting a cause, that would be the 1aea1 position
for successful reform. Robert geeil is a good Qxamplo;
i had =2 small degree of the same advantage.

The English Party system probably produced better
results than any other parliamentary plan, but I must
gonfess that Party spirit seennl 1o B¢ far 486 prevelent.
If you regard yourself as an advocate avowedly taking
one side in a law court, the pasitian is sound; but
13 seemed to me improper where the business was
legislation. I$ leads to the Opposition fighting te
prevent action which it may think highly desirable,
on the general prineiple that the main business is to
disoredit the Govermment and turm it out.

Accordingly I felt strong sympathy with the few
Liberal members who insisted on voting for %ary
Govermment proposals if they thought them good. 1
had the occasion for doing so myself all too early in
When I got in for Whitby in 1906 the Fory

rument was passing a measure enabling the Chureh
of Scotland to govern itself, and determine its '
doetrines. The Liberals opposing because the
Nonoonformists held that the Chureh whieh wrongly
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aceepted the help of the State ought to receive no
favour until it shook off the State conneetion. I
gcould not teke that view myself and I persuaded one
other Liberal member to rebel along with me. C.B.
was very annoyed with me, and I was sorry for this
because I was an enthusiastic supporter of his, but
it eould not be helped,

Some years bafore, after I bsaod in 1900, the
Liveral Imperialists were conspiring sgainst C.B.,
and in their search for support they got Lord Rosebery,
the leader of what was called the Liberal League, to
meet candidates at dinmer. I had not liked to refuse
one of these very select invitations, and was curious
te see what attractions were offered to us. To my
surprise, when dinner was over, I was the rirst to be
¢alled to a separate chat with the great man, and we
had & long talk.

I d4id not conceel my ardour for scme Liberal measures,
but they did not meet with enthusiasm., The ex-Fremier
dwelt on efficiency as the key note of the poliey which
was to rival that of Campbell-Bannermen, and my loyalty
to the latter was confirmed. I was all the méra sorry
to hurt the old man's feelings in 1905,

My maiden speech, which was made in 1905, was
a'@oee.bly appropriate to the Ghristi&n Soe¢ial Union
propaganda, Scott-Holland's paper, the organ of the
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C.8.U, had been agitating about factory inspeetion,
and I spoke on these lines on the iome O0ffice vote;
Seott-iiolland subsequently eulogising in his peper,

Having lost my seat in 1906 I aceepted a reguest
of Herbert Samuel, who had beeome under-secrelury o
the Home Office, to serve on a deparitmental enguizry
into the question of poisoning by lead, and injury
by dust in potteries. We spont some Vime at uewcastle
in staffordshire, and it was a very interesting insight
into the seandalous conditions prevailing in some of
the works., We recommended stiffer regulutioas which
mﬁn adopted and made a great reduction in the injury
© %0 workers.
| After the @reat War the place of the old Liberal
Opposition was virtually taken over by Labour; the
labour members, who before the Great war had been
 few and had been regarded as exotics, introduced an
‘entirely new type. Wwhat struck me most was the
extraordinary efficiency whieh most of them displayed -
although they had received no more than an slementary
sehool edusation, Ignorance of the derivation of words
seemed to make no difference to their vocabulary, and
the paueity of what is known as education seemed often
%0 inorease their quickmess. Interjection thus
became a muech more marked feature of Parliumentary
Debate.



if any fear of publiec appearance can be eXcused, it
is when a new minister has to answer Parltamentary
-questions. ¥ou are not only facing Parliament, but are
Teported to the world at large. ‘whe official answer
to the many questions which are put to you can be
Prepared, but the questioner has often laboriously
Pleanned to involve you in trouble. the erux is the
supplementary questions of which you have had no notice,
while the questioner has often thought out his method
of giving you a fall. it is a searching test of
mental rapidity staged in conditions of the greatest
Possible publiecity.

As to Cabinet meetings, what happens there is a
State secret, but I may be allowed to say that I
found the work sadly hampered by lack of fresh air.
Luckily my seat was near a window, but if I left it
open a certain wminister was sure to shat 1t. 1
defeated him, however, by leaving just a crack too

small to call his attention to the fact that it was
i

open at all but enough forAmy purpose. 6.t rfivg}fg:

S

s
N‘ 9

' AS to work on the rront bench 1 am ashamed to
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saygthat in those tiring days»l was plagued by attacks
of sleepiness. un one ocecasion when waiting for my turn
to answer questions i found myself waking up only just

in time. The thought of what would have happened if
when my question came i had, instead o rf%fﬁ% to reply,
been seen in slumber on the rront bBench,still makes me
shiver. my best expedient was to surreptltlousl?
consume chocolatesJ while at Labinet meetlngs I relied
on the smoking of 01gars. I also carried one of those
powerful sp:ing ollps used for holdlng bapers together,
and created paln in my flnger ﬁogkéep me awake.

7@%5 the piloting of the agricultural wages 5ill in

P
/ 1924." 1t was an exciting experience, involving the f(_¢ﬁ§/&é2/
\ very unorthodox method of co-operation with the %

n 4 - b : ;
:

fConservative leaders. I was really indebted to nalifax,:
then sdward wood, as much as to anyone, for the fact that

. the Blll became law. xl shall return to this later on.ﬁ §>V
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poi i NORFOIK siLsCTIONS.
Ighéﬁﬁeeven election campaigns in iNorth worfolk,
and Lucy afterwardsfﬁé;w;wo. AR the earlier elections
a good deal of rowdyism stlll survived, guqh more so than
in other parts of the country. It is curious that the f*';

feeling against Liberals in the early dayS'was‘eYen hotter
than against Labour iﬂ»thekper;odqéféerwtgev;ar.& At

Holt the toughs used to scatter pepper, whlch was an
excelleat way of destroying the dignity of the sneezing
speaker. unce driving through Holt on a winter's night

a, sudd?n crash and fall of the broken window into the car

”7 Y dn,

w1;ne ged the good shot made by a iory youth with a
brick. : O _ :
After the vietory in December 1910 when the ear :
w&e dragged into Gromer by supporters as we approached
from bheringham, the iYory mob, which was the largest
element in Cromer, kept up a magnificent bombardment
with stomes—and lumps of turf from the roadsidefﬂﬂkfl

Lhese were aimed ,at, the car on the pr1nc1rle of a mortar,

:'w‘»’ L 9.4 9 &) iﬁ‘t@ 'i £ Y h{“!"\. 2
B

gﬁ%}zpd531ng o#er the heads of sup orters and falling

i

on the Qpen CAT « ﬁotten eggs were deftly dropped on

to us in this manner, and Connie's fur coat remained
yellow for a long period afterwards. I rather suspeet i
that thls bombardment was 1nst1gated by Lucy, as ) 3

A

heard that her brother was\a ring-leader,,ghe berngg oy

\
\
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then B leader eﬁia lovement called NeNelNelNe, signifying
"No Noelf for north Norfolkw.
| Afterwards, in married days, Lucy and I had an
exciting time in Holt moving from the car to the meeting :
wbéh*& menacing crowd surrounded us ) 1n spite of two
policemen in close escort, iﬁﬁ showered us with gravel.
Perhaps yhe climax was$reaéhed after the declaration
of the PollkWﬁeiﬁlLWas first elected for Labour. we had
returned féom aylsham and were to go to some celebration
meetings after a high tea. uradually a curious noise
penetrated from the front door, afd Mrs. Kirby shbrtly
entered with élla;;e appearance of alarm, telling us
that the crowd were breaking th:gygn&ows. X:gfe enough
the draught was blowing through the glass oT the front
deor as we made for the car. we coulé not yield to ihre
iazigus enégeaties not to emerge, and made a dash for
the car,which was all in darkness, the crowd being
hidden behind it. 4as 1 seated myself the door of the
far side was suddenly opened, and the hob-nailed boot of
a political opponent struck me violently on the shin.
wWwe then felt the car being tipped up in the attempt to
turn it over, agd in the 11gnt of the head lamps We saw
(chemwn &) Wi Crarvodon Bindask Covnssil)
the faithful uitchell rolllng on the ground entwined

with a toagh from ehanel Street.

'f"' »*:i"?

-4t last we get off, amid showers of stones, and the ?? W &
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second car,containing the agent and others, was also
attacked as we all charged through the crowd. ihe
stone going through the back window was Picked up by
our well-known mTr. “ee and was subsequently produced
in triumph by him. we expected more fun, but all was

. 2\

quiet on our return from.Ay%sham, and “the Folice came
round to‘offer apologies for permlttlng these doings
to occur.

Lucy‘s pungent speeches in later elections drew the
fire of the enemy's fury from me to her; and we were
followed from meeting to meeting by a Weli-known squiress
whose thirst for iLucy's blood led her to take the 7
opportunity afforded by hery ‘having ‘madecacspeech.

'»4? p'a; 4k
ferhaps it was my support of the .labourers which

madelékeﬁ}eellng when 1 first stood more violent

than in other divisions. . was the favourite of the
labourers becatse 1 had from the first felt that the
Norfolk wage of 12/: a week (and less when wet weather
prevented work) ZQEid not be overlooked by public men,
whether the Liberalism of the day liked it or not.
This was the reason given by a certain landowner for
his efforts to get me blackballed when I came up for

election to the worfolk Club; efforts which were
successful.

2N
R
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1ABOUR. (2 ‘
Until the Great War it never crossed my mind that I
might join the Labopr farty. For one thlng there was
no place in tée’;a;%j for the non-manual worker; and we
Liberals regarded Labour as only for the horny-handed.
Dering the war two aspects changed my mind. On the one
hand the Liberals who, under Asquith's leadership, tended
to pursue respectability and droo the Radical idealism \
of Campbell-Bannerman, seemed to conform more and more

to the Conservative outlook. The act1v1tles of wartime .

brought Parties together. For, tle first Pime Liberals

R ST s ¢

found themselves free froq@host llty,‘and on War questlons

it st dE LY P V. O

they dlsolayed no @1

admirable exceptlons.
Buckmaster in particular, who had been a Law Officer,
held views like those of Lansdowne on the settlement
which shouid be pursued. I urged him to give a lead
in that direction, and he felt strongly drawn to this
but said he could not break loose from Asquith to whom
he owed so much. Indeed 4squith himself would have
mede a better peace than Lloyd George, but until his
overthrow he showed no public sign of disapproving
the purely *knock out® Poliey which L.G. definitely
pursued, thereby winning public favour, and Justifying

his expuision of Asquith.

L
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- even if they were Labour. I myself took ‘the plunge/“ *
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The Tesult of this attitude of the ILiberals was to {
make us who took a special interest in war and peace gf

questions feel keen to Support candidates of our v1ew,;¥4*f

,-‘y.z" !

by supporting the Labour candidate at a bye-election,
at Keighley., i was lectured by the Chierf rfhip, and

B

i
¢

indeed it was an act of revolt. ‘ A

M, oy
Pl T

A% the election of 1918 i stodd as Liberal¥Labour,.
and a year later I Joined the Labour rarty. C.R.B. and
Chariie: ‘irevelyan gave g lead %o malcontent Liberals like
myself. Without Charlierg example I doubt if j should

have brought myselr to such extreme action, being a
conv1nced compromiser and not by nature a whole-hogger.g
. I put off Joining the Party in the hopes that I couid
carry my Liberal supporters with w2 if they were given

time. Other Liberals moved to new D1v1s1ons while i

invited my o1q Supporters to come over to a new Yabernacle.

The strain wag too great for many of tnem, and the fury
of some local leaders was bitter, Fr. i / (ru-eteooled %ﬁ
My Tory opponent was confldent of success, and at the’

last moment a Liberal candidate was also run against

me, but I got in easily in 1922, and still more easily

at subsequent elections. in all I was electeq for North
Nbrfolk twice as g Liberal, and four times as a Labourite.

4 do not think I should have Joined the Party if 1 hag

o \
It o
L
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'not seen that one should judge Parties @ofé by their

-

deeds more than by their words. sSocialists are fond of
talklng in general abstraot terms whieh, 1L tnlnk has
1argely hampered their success.v in practige when in
office they are bound to promoté measures which are not
more startling than the best nadical measures of a
Liberal Government. For instance, in the first Labour
Government we did nothing of consequence except a

nousing 5ill and my own Wages Bill, both of which would

have been normal to & Liberal reglme, d oL ?iﬁ?xgngf

,,; ;f'

'I was convinced that the Labour rarty represented a
far greater interest in the question of beace and war
tha dig the leegal rarty. The quest}on was so little
spoken of by leeral poll%lciénsﬁthathone cou%d~be ?Kgg';

s &
e 8
4% g ‘;fx It 5«% B

atfacked as T was- fer talkidg of foreign polltics~and B
denounced t@‘ﬁha~®1eeters ashthe friend of every country
but one- ] own..
2% It was the Labour Party which changed4that et ét
1s essentially committed to international order because
it is an international movement and organization. uiore
than that, it was recognized by the best christian
leaders, e.g., wore and iemple, as embodying vhristian
ideals. | :

I feel that the Labour rarty was the true successor

of the #adical school of Liberals. it is a question

of the degree of reforming energy. it is quite ea%z>///

A ;-:“}" 5
Al
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<<k§§fo take the view that things have moved in recent times
""""" | quicker than before, and that there is no need to hurry.
1 can sympathize with the Uonservative outlook, but by
conviction 1 think it is mistaken. lhe vast improvements

Seesinadr ¢ Aarelfe
e;
we have seen in social sehemes, Would never have come

A
about without the work of those who pushed hardihwz/( v lu /q:éf{ct
1there was a Wonderfully good illustratlon of the
twolsohools when 1 stayed with the venerable pishop
Westcott at pishop Auckland. His son was arguing that
the workers were well satisfied with their life, and A
there was no need to enooﬁrage they to complain, because
they‘were as happy as ourselves.r;
L The reply of his famous father, expressed in his
= tiny low voice, was the simplerquestion: "in one roomy*
It was a good answer becauseﬁfggﬁghk that the most
complacent person would find his views upset if he
visited, as l have done, homes whlchﬂeonsiste of a very
ta RE T e Lo,

small room.mostly fllled bywtﬁe two bedsfin:wﬁieh parents;
boys and girls Jhuddled- at“nlght, and” in which also /A

e

A ¢
ey lan - W AR ~"-\{-\f\'a:£§

{ members of the famlly were born and died. ﬁaﬂ meals were

L Ll ) g
cooked and eaten in this- room, and‘g&T the famlly goods,

\ including coal, were storeoﬁﬁhgﬁba-%_Jfbn’- e e cixgql.

B S

.
/
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7HE FIRST LABOUR GOVERNMENT. '

it was a historicéR event when the Labour rérty,
which had been dreaded by respectable people, actually
took uffice. wvld ladies nearly died of £§;§* + had
nevér seen myself as a possible minister, and it gave
me & shock when iuecy and i went out to lunch with the
vwebbs and he broached the idea. 1 thought he might be
speaking without his bookfﬁ\ﬂoon afterwards Ramsay
proposed himself to lunch at Rutland Gate, ‘and asked me
to take him by road to uxfordshire to see his daughter.
1t looked as if he had something unusual to say.
¢.n.B. was at lunch, and when the car drove up to the
door, he remarked “Ehis-is the car of destiny®, and SO
it proved. uihe situation was thrilling but extremely

alarming. 4 had always thought that Ministers represented

flrst class bralns. however 1 was fortified by the

apart from the general alarm, 1 felt rather like a fish
out of water in being regarded as an expert on
agriculture, as I had long reserved myself for foreign
questions.

We were duly marshalled at Bucklngham ralace to be
raell &vers %f/»;, e,

commissioned by the king, and tgﬂﬁnsei in front of him

to kiss his hand. Wheatly, the Minister of Health,

Tp!ﬁ«;z § Ll
who had always posed as a sort of cruég ¢§h§$eur,‘was
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apbarently unable to get up again from the cushlon, 4

P L
and Lt looked as if he had been overcome with 1o§;l£;
to the Throne.

We had no majority in the rouse Without the Liberals,
and ought to have worked closely with them to carry out
what they would support, but x.M, hated theéjé&rethan he
hated the Tories, and we were never on good terms. in
that situation we had énlefly an opﬁortunity for
propaganda., j glght‘havg used the unrlvalled platfornm

a4 S AT A Vi

which we éll had}to make the country more acquainted

with our policy forcagriculture, through sState control

of the land, but ﬁamsayvgave”né lea@, and”the practical

e T T e e i - - v AR
G AGRICULTURAL WAGE BILI.

this Bill was a heavy takk, égﬂ my ‘nose was oﬁ}§
kept to the grindstone by the urgent plight of the
farm labourer. His wage, which had been adeéﬁate for
the first time during the Warghad rapidly fallen to the
old scandalous level, when L.G. recklessly repealed the
Agriculture .Aet in 1921l. <the Ministry reported to me
cases whére labourers were only getting £1 a week.

We had not a majority in the 1924 rarliesment for any
measzr?f%whff%i?jd po:ﬁcarry gp?/jgpport i{ tﬁe 21beral
Party,,dnd this llﬁited the measures on which the
uovernment could embark. bpills affecting the workers!
interests were therefore géherali?.speaking limited to
two, namely, housing and farm wages. iheatley's Housing
Bi1ll encountered great oppésition and occupied muéh time.
‘the other 8ill fell (to me and we knew that it was doubtful
how far the Liberals would support us in it. i introduced
the 5ill with a provision for restoring the national
wages poard, and the chances of the pill on 8Second
rReading looked fairly good, but in urand Committee we
found the Liberals lukewarm and a National wages Authority
was defeated.

#inding this 1 adjourned the Committee, disregarding

the advice of my officials, because L did not wish to

be compromised without consulting the Prime iinister.
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as to dlscuss w1th him whether to go on,

vf *‘ é, s *4&{;9

| ; atﬂ‘lu;‘élf gy DoWning Street wibh-san sy
aad’Jimmy ihomas@§$We dééldéa %o proceed and called the
Grand commlttee again. rsriction developed Wlth the{ 4
Liberals, and I despaired of bassing any blll éiéi oge
evening in the Lobby a Conservative country member let
fall the remark that the Tories might not be Oopposed to
@& 5ill which provided for separate authorities for each
county. I wired to Edward wood (afterwards Halifax)

who was leading the Tories in the matter,_asking him to
meet me, because there was only just time for the
necessary steps before the recess. He was willing to
help a sill on'these lines provided that we did not
insist on a minimum money wage figure. This the Liberals
would not agree to, and when the Commltﬁee pet‘we of the

& s
Labour Earty were ourselves d1v1ded Qégauée some of the

Trade Union members 1ns1st§g on vot;ng for a minimum
figure of 30/-. Wy o0ld friend George Edwards wag among
these, as was natural, he being secretary of the rarm
Labourers: union. The others i d4id not S0 easily

forgive, because they endangered the negotiation with R
, | P LW }u A 3

Wood, by which alone a bill could be Passedy Lt was-g

et

<jhrown out by the ords.,f“
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srancis acland, who led the Liberals, agreed with me,
; s,“gm‘
but some of his flock tﬂrewvover @y&égiem, so that I was

xs ¥ 3 &5”

t ngwn into a vgigafie alllance with the Tories. uhe
yrade union members on the Committee urged that the opill

should be dropped, and on eﬁrlct principle their wishes
should have prevalled&oﬁ;en ;Léustrial question, but i
decided to do what I thought was best for the agricultural
labourers and, rather than betray them, I asked for a
special meeting of the whole rarty. At this L made the

stronges?t p0351ble appeal not to lose what would benefit
‘}’. ? ‘-"w’. A 4 :}4 g2

Tt A, 1 sl Pag
v gq ’g ;", = . ( 3

the poorest class of workers, ¢ ) /aznweg

meanwhile wood aﬁdfgltzrog \afterwards speaker),
who was assisting ﬁgod in Gommittee, had been aldrmed
at the fact that some Labour members voted agéinst me in
Gommittee on the minimum figure question. uvhey asked me
to declare in bommlﬁﬁee that the Government would not
pn/ ;"11 b

propose or st&at amﬁlnlmum figure. 1 was glad to do this

_tnough 1t annoyed the rebelllous Labour men. It was the

£

Ry ‘;‘ Rl & i xmmgl’v Gigf a.az "'y’ »
onlfiway to get the gill.é when the 5111 reached the' words

there was protest by some peers agalnst the bargain which !}*wf
.y :

had been struck with me by the Tory leaders, taking away
the freedom of thelr lordshlps to deal as they liked

TS Lensler Levaih
with the sill, but LQT& oallsbury stuck to the ogm‘gx and

the pill was passed.

the set was a great success, immediately raising farm
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wages with general consent and soon bringing up the
counties then paying 25/- to the 30/- which lad been
demanded. in sPite of this the agricultural divisions
voted Tory, with the single exception of my own Division,
at the next election. wsut among my treasures is a
present expressing the gratitude of the rarm Labourers'
Union for the enormous benefit which the Act conferred;
and I derive the greatest satisfaction from the knowledge
that my departure from strict democracy inside the Labour

Party was an example of sound principle.
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i Ny grea'bw’h%lper in securing the North nNorfolk

r‘,”)i“ 1A
laaftﬁe was George mdwards, the agricultural

labourers' leader. He had revived the union started
by Joseph irch, which had died out. kdwards, as the
world knows from his book, "Crows-searing:to Westminster?,
was é very’remarkable man. He was bred in the hungry
forties when his father - a farm labourer - went %o
jail for taking a turnip to feed his children; as a
'resﬁlt of which he and his mother went to the workhouse.
He was almost a hunchback; though starved in his youth,
he had indomitable courage. e was an agitator from
early years and lost his job. My uncle, Louis Buxton of
Bolwick, then got work for him, and ultimately he began
4£o organize the Union from his tiny cottage 4t Gresham.
When I got to know him in 1907 he was doing all the

mmws&.ﬁ, -x a‘gév«'&“i"’

business of the Union from a minute attia, reaching
meetings all over the county on his bicfgie. He was

also a fervent Primitive Methodist %éﬁ local preacher.
ihen his Union meetings included a tea, he always opened
with grace, and sometimes a hymn. He got into Parliament
in 1923, and it was jolly to have him in the nouse when

I was Minister in charge of the Farm wages Bill.

iy fondness for him was undiminished by his voting

against me in the Grand committee of the Bill.
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Edwards was a real friend. He was a genuine gentleman,
and it was a great pleasure to have him staying with us
at Colne Cottage - a pleasure enhanced by his quaint
tastes, such a® an abhorrence of novels, and a habit of

putting seven lumps of sugar in his tea.
o Lo

L



the second Labour uovernment ~came after an interva. ab ,
R e e %)
g} five ears.) rart of the time had been occupled by ¥ L 2
illness and convalescence, and afte;wardﬁ I ha& felt that 74,
g ,‘)‘ Y s ’ . : é
the job of;ypp051tion was so insigﬁlfxcant that L had /5
better give Parliament up. As 1 stayed on, hQWever, it & i

_ ‘ e
ought to have tried to queli:yﬂ%yself;for some other /

office. e did not know Wﬁem Kamsay would put into
office the second time, and in fact Olivier, wedgwood
and others were dropped. rHowever, Hamsay wanted me when
the time came, and insisted that I and vharlie irevelyan
must resume our old offices.

1his second Labour government was less happy than

the first. Bamsay for eomeﬁfeasoﬁ wéé uﬁffiehdly, and,
as sydney webb wrote in an article after the Government
'fell, he disliked his colleagues more and more.> He
would not let me intreduce the Marﬁeting pill, which
was the only measure that L saw a chance of passing,

*‘?”M i oA j?v’

insisted on my holding a eérﬁéﬁﬁﬁf confe“enceb ﬁ?y

@1fh leading landowners and farmers who at the end
naturally w;shed to ,see, bﬁe E.mu E@ refused to see them.
M 4 A 13% . B 'm 5s e ¢ 4 Al Ll i-*;r

i was gagged in replylng to the enqulrers 1n the house

-

about our policy, and I did ‘not enjoy being described

as an oyster. I also found myself,‘after a time, exhausted

g /
and began to7é';¥ alarmlng symptoms, 80 that 1 could not
‘face all-night 81tt1ngs, and 1n June 1950 X resignee///
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Although I felt I should have & break-down if i went
on in the Commons, I hoped i might carry on:ia %ﬁé ZOIds
where Arthur Ponsonby had already gone. i tcld Ramsay
$his, but he ‘wanted, Addlson, who had been my under-secretary,

¥ Do bar A 4 %ﬁﬁﬁﬁamwf i
to be Hﬁnister“ whether to go to the LOrdS was very
debatable 1ndeed 1 felt strongly that I did not wish to
drop out of publie life, and that I might use the position
to help causes for which I could do nothing if I ceased to
be a me@beraof Parliament altogether. On the other hand,
£ seewn;iﬁerifxin ‘hereditary political power, and had
thought it hardly consistent even with the principles i
believed in as a Liberal, Forva-Labour-manrtoiaccept the:
position needed a very strong ‘Teason. It was taking part

s g
g st
.

in an 1nst1tut10n of whic”;we disapprgvqufwﬁ its present

/’form, and if he had & son he was still more deeply involved.

i

The Position of a peer was artificial, and the social
prestige connected with it was regrettable. L consulted
several people, including ¢.R.B. and Vey I thought that
such good democrats would be for sticking to ideal
democratic pPrinciples, but to my surprise i found them

{.&'»‘4‘ « %, :.,,,‘,? 'S "e*&"”
strongly in favour of accepting. If they ﬂad not fl should
have refused., now, after twelve years, I often wwnder if
1 was right. Anyhow they thoughf 1 was, and at all events

1 made a great many Speeches on subjects whieh i thought
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impo;tant and perhaps some of them %F least had th
AAT '4",Yv;- Flmaria, Lan "»’ £ ‘f"i
YED wh;.ch Lord Pentland \t@l&me ‘:%Zs Firevalas, ag a -
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1f only peerages could be for life, I shoﬁld strongly
approve of them, because a senate is an excellent instltution,
and s i, g in the Upper nouse is far better thaqgthe
vommons, the speakers being unaffected by thought gf
constituents, and most of them beople of great experience.
Lately a good deal of the false social snobbery has been
diminished by the increasing practice of keeping to one:s
family name, instead of taking a territorial title. a4
false prestige is given by turning a Mr. Smith into a
Lord broadacresffﬁgb21fflculty arose in sticking to the
surname in my case, because sydney suxton strongly
objected to there being another Lord puxton. As there
are many cases of such duplications, 8.8. ureys, Howards,
etc., L did not sympathize, but L did not like to hurt
Biis feelings, especially as he had lost his son. 1 met
the dilemma by changing my surname, which involved a 7
double name. I‘hate double names, but there was no other
way. 1t was a considerable sacrifice, and 1 told Rufus
that I should strongly approve if he chose to revert to

Buxton.
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Has the pudding of peerage been proved by the eating“?
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have formed any contribut on, anyhow my position led
A,

me to be invited to be president of various movementa,

‘that depends on whether 3§660hes for many good causes

and if 1 had been out of rarllament 1 should not have

been offered such 1nterest1nﬁd§  '.E
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~ On getting home I sought an interview with Halifax,
and I took the first opportunity of raising the guestion in
the Lords, On November 18th, in a debate on a ﬁotion by
Allen, I dealt with the Czech and the Colonlal guestion,
saying that the Czechs had not fulfilled the minority Treaty,
and that the Germans might ask for a system on the Swiss
model, and if they did, we could not oppose self-determination.
In March, the annexation of Austria increased the
urgeney of the Czech question. It aroused excitement among
the Sudets, because Czecho was now almost surrounded by German
land, embedded in Germany, and almost helpless. On March 16th
I made a whole speech on the subject in the Lords, urging the
danger of a disorder which would lead to German violence, and
urging that this might be forestalled by testing the wishes
of the people as to staying in Czecho or joining Germany.
The Saar was a good model. Then the German excuse for
violence would be removed. It would be a superb service to
peace if England offered such & supervised test of opinion.
If it was refused, German aggression would be clear.
On March 19th I wrote th "The Times" on the same lines.
At the same time I circulated a Memo. giving details of
the plebiscite, and snother showing how the figures of German
population made it comparatively simple to draw a frontier

between German and Cgech.



At this time came Henlein's announcemenﬁ of the
Svdeten terms at Karlsbad., He did not ask for a plebiscite,
80 I said nothing about it after this. It was welcome if
Germany was content with less, "The Times", however,
advocated it even after Karlsbad, which I thought dsngerous,
as 1t might encourage Germany to ask for more.

On May 7th I wrote to "The Times" about the suitability
of the frontiers. My secretary has mede an admirable map
based on the census and a Memo. explaining i1t, and these I
circulated,

The critical week-end of May 21st was the next turning
peint. It was proclaimed that the Germens had planned in-
vasion end refrained because England and France issued warnings.
What really happened 1s still a mystery. I thought it a good
thing that Germany had been warned and was not apparently
willing to fight. It 18 important that they should not assume
our unwillingness, and in subsequent letters I alluded to the
fact that Germany knew we should oppose aggression.

It now seems thnf Hitler was furious at the Western
Powers crowing over him after May 21st, and that he planned
revenge. I think one reason why he determined to humiliuear

us in September wes this motive of getting even with us.
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Politics eontd. 5

My chance of re-entry came through the fact that the North
Norfolk member was soon to resign. It was all the mofe easy to
frequent Cromer because I had become the occupant of Runton 0l1d Hall,
aad-of-Galne—Sesbere. The former because at my suggestion Father
had ereated small holdings out of the Hall Farm, and the héuse whieh
I had long admired when partridge shooting on Spratts Hill had become
free to let sqparately. I held it until it had haﬁseé one or two
friends, including Rosslyn Bruce, who by that means became married
to Rachasel Gﬁrney, but I had no real use for it and persuaded Connie
and Bertram to take it over. This was how it became a ﬁoted ﬁlace
because they made the most of its possibilities. I also became the
ogecupant cf Colne Cottage when Father moved into Colne House, and I
began to furnish it and invited friends there.

‘ When Sir W. Gurdon announced his retirement, there was keen
contention among the Liberal Leaders of the Division, some of them
thinking I was too radical because I had taken up the cause of the
agriecultural labourer. Finally it came to a competition of
eaggig?tas, Hsadqgarters‘ha&ing disregarded my plea for preferencg,
an?ﬂsent a young friend of Asquith's at the request of the non-radical
local leaders. ‘

The Farm labourers Union then announced that/ they would back me
whether Liberals adopted me or not, and this roused intense indignation.

The meeting of the Liberal Hundred at Melton was almost a battle.




the cause, but when it means countless other lives, the loss
and gain should be coldly weighed.

On July 16th, wishing to impress my proposal on
Halifex, I invited several peers who were sympathetie to join
in going to see him, They strongly agreed with my opinions,
but thought a deputation was unnecessary.

On July 25th I wrote to the "Manchester Gunrditn”
answering the points of the other side, such as the Labour
party and Cecil, in hopes of converting some, This letter
provoked one from the Executive of the Labour party protesting
against my propagsnde, and e simils> letter to the "Guardian"
saying that my view was not held by the party. ) 4 was glad
of this, because I had never wished to be thought to represent
the party view. Nobedy thought I did.

On July 26th we had a debate in the Lords following
the appointment of Runcimen as an adviger, I dwelt on the
urgency of the matter and approved of Runciman rather than
League action. My chlef point was that, 1f we fought, the
public would not understand our alm, snd 1f we won, we should
glve autonomy, which was what the Germans wanted themselves,

I hoped that Runeiman would get the Czechs to concede,
and I wrote him urging that he should get the views of
Hendorson. I think he tried to move the Czechs by degrees,

Ve



but it was too slow. I always feared that if German lives
were lost, Germany would move as soon as the harvest was in,
and I think it was very fortunate that invasion did not,in
fact, occur,

Hitler's speech «: Yuremberg on September 12th
reflected the impatience of delay snd the fear that winter
might come before the question was settled, after which Benes
might avold drastic reform altogether, becsuse troop movements
would be difficult after the sutumn snow in the mountains.

I saw no reason to say anything until September 22nd,
when Chamberlain had asgreed to annexation at Borchtongndan.
There was opposition to his poliey and fear that it might be
reversed, so I wrote to "The Times" repeating the main argu-
ments and saying that those who opposed the Franco-British
solution were entitled to urge that humiliastion to the Czechs
ané icss of prestige might have been avoided if a supervised
plebiscite had been effected, but not entitled to oppose
annexatlon unless they thought that a successful war would
restore the Sudetenlsnd to the Czechs.

Following Godesberg, it looked as if Hitler was deter-
mined on war, and on September 27th war seemed unavoidable.
On the bire chance of getting to his notice, I wrote a letter
to Halifax and took it to the F,0. I urged that the coolest
calculation of losses and gains ought to be the deciding factor.
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diplomats. rthur Ponsonby ( my nephev) Wwas with me and

we had an interesting time, Hoover, o was in control of Americ-

an relief work, gavd us lunch ajp”a restaurant in the
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Elysee, and I remember ,nefﬁioods of cream which were in
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